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Warangal airport gets 390 cr more

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 16

The State government has
sanctioned an additional
amount of 790 crore for
land acquisition for the
Mamnoor Airport project
in Warangal.

According to a
Government Order issued
by the Transport, Roads &
Buildings (Airports)
Department on Thursday,
this is in addition to the
205 crore sanctioned on
November 11, 2024, for the
same purpose. The previ-
ous order had authorised
the Warangal district col-
lector to acquire 280 acres
and 30 guntas of land for
airport development.

The finance department
has already issued a
Budget Release Order
{BRO) for 205 crore
towards land acquisition.

BOOST TO AVIATION SECTOR

# Finance department has already issued a Budget
Release Order for $205 cr towards land acquisition.

= Earlier this month,
the government grant-
ed administrative sanc-
tion of 740.53 lakh for a
pre-feasibility study of
proposed greenfield
airport at Anthergoan.

» Collector has
requested the

state to release the
already sanctioned
7205 crore and to sanc-
tion an addition-
al 790 crore.

“The district collector has
requested the government
to release the already
sanctioned ¥205 crore and
to sanction an additional
90 crore, totalling 295
crore, to the land acquisi-
tion officer and revenue
divisional officer,
Warangal, to finalise the
award and disburse com-
pensation to landowners
affected by the Mamnoor

Airport project,” the GO
stated.

Earlier this month, the
State government also
granted administrative
sanction of 40.53 lakh for
a pre-feasibility study of
the proposed greenfield
airport at Anthergoan in
Peddapalli distriet.

The Government of
Telangana has proposed to
develop six regional air-

ports across the State. The
Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has been
appointed as the consult-
ant to prepare the Techno-
Economic
Feasibility Reports
(TEFRs) for these
airports. As per a GO
issued on October 11,
the consultancy fee
has been fixed at
T40,52,946.

The AAIl's execu-
tive director (archi-
tecture) in New Delhi
informed that these fee
rates would remain valid
up to December 31, 2025.
Accordingly, the finance
department released the
required funds as addi-
tional allocations for 2025-
26. The proposed airport
site at Anthergoan village
and mandal in Peddapalli
district covers 591.24
acres.
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High-tech airport customs
fails to stop gold smuggling

Latest customs data reveals massive gold hauls, placing Bengaluru sixth
nationwide as Kerala airports dominate India’s expanding smuggling network

| Sridhar Vivan
sridharvivan
@timesofindia.com

TWEETS @sridharvMirror

engaluru’s Kempegowda

International Airport

(KIA) has emerged as

the sixth busiest air-
port in India in terms of gold
seizures, according to the lat-
est data released by the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Cus-
toms (CBIC). While the airport
has witnessed sharp growth in
smuggling cases over the past
two years, recent trends show a
marginal decline. Other airports
in Karnataka — Mangalore and
Kannur — feature much lower
on the national list, underlin-
ing Bengaluru's prominence as a
smuggling hotspot,

Bengaluru's surge

in seizures

According to Rajva Sabha data,
in 2021-22, gold weighing 105.6
kg was seized at Bengaluru Air-
part. This rose to 192.49 kg in
2022-23, reflecting a massive
B2% year-on-year increase. How-
ever, in 2023-24, seizures dipped
to 174.91 kg, a 9% decrease from
the previous year. Despite the
slight fall, the overall three-year
data indicates that gold smug-
gling activity through Bengaluru
has grown significantly — nearly
65% higher in 2023-24 com-
pared to 2021-22,

Customs officials attribute
the surge to the rising number
of international flights, particu-
larly from Gulf nations, which
continue to be the primary

Alrport under scrutiny as customs
intercept rising gold smuggling cases

spurce of smuggled gold into
sputhern India. Concealment
methods have also become
more sophisticated, ranging
from electronic devices and bag-
gage linings to food packets and
clothing.

Apart from Bengaluru, two
ather international airports
feature in the national list of
gold seizures — Mangalore In-
ternational Airport and Kannur
Airport (though Kannur serves
Kerala officially, its proximity
o the Karnataka border gives it
significance for smugglers tar-
geting both states), Mangaluru
recorded 30.57 kg of seized gold
in 2023-24, ranking far lower
nationally compared with Ben-

galuru, Kannur, on the other
hand, accounted for 62.66 kg,
placing it above Mangaluru
but still well below Bengaluru’s
numbers. The relatively smaller
volumes at these airports are
linked to fewer international ar-
rivals than at Bengalur.

At the all-India level, Bengal-
uru ranks sixth In gold seizures.
The top five airports ahead of it
are Mumbai (1,091.3 kg), Delhi
(474.21 kg), Chennai (409.24
kg), Calicut (303.57 kg), and
Cochin (195.97 kg). Bengaluru’s
figure of 174.91 kg places it just
below Cochin but comfortably
ahead of other southern airports
such as Kannur, Trichy (54.38
kg), and Mangalore. This rank-

ing cements Bengaluru's status
as one of the leading gateways
for smugeled gold into India,
reflecting both its increasing in-
ternational connectivity and the
vigilance of customs authoritics.

An interesting observation
from the national data is the
dominance of Kerala's airports,
Calicut, Cochin, and Kannur all
feature prominently on the list,

Bengaluru's
Kempegowda
International Airport
has become one of
India's busiest hubs
for gold seizures,
with nearly 175 kg
intercepted last year

with Calicut ranking fourth na-
tionwide with 303.57 kg seized
in 2023-24. The Gulf-Kerala
corridor has long been a smug-
gling route due to the high vol-
ume of expatriate traffic, and its
proximity to Karnataka often
has spillover effects, especially
for airports such as Mangaluru
and Bengaluru.

Enforcement
measures

Experts said the government has
been stepping up enforcement
through multiple initiatives. At
Bengaluru, customs authorities
have installed advanced scan-
ning technologies and increased
coordination with airline opera-
tors. Intelligence-based targeting
of passengers has led to the in-
terception of several high-profile
smuggling attempts,
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FESTIVE FLYING TAKES OFF: DIWALI AIRFARES
FROM MUMBAI SOAR ON POPULAR ROUTES

Festive travel has begun and Diwali
airfares from Mumbai are heating up

-- though not uniformly across all routes.
Destinations like Jaipur, Jodhpur, Raipur,
Ranchi, Mysore and Bagdogra are seeing
a sharp spike due to high demand. In
contrast, ticket prices to major metros
such as Bengaluru, Chennai and
Hyderabad remain relatively moderate,
likely due to greater flight availability
on these routes

TRAFFIC DENSITY
At Mumbai airport, air traffic density has gone up:

1,012 950 1,032
flights | flights in 24 flights in 24
handledon | hoursisthe  hoursis record
Wednesday | average (Nov 11,2023)

(119124 @l Cheapest 48-hour advance purchase fare for travel from Mumbai | MONTHLY COMPARISON “ Flight book-
FARES unDl:tlSand return on Oct 24 on non-stop flights as available For travel from Mumbai. Approx air ings are up

comparison by over 28%, with

M Fare ':!} with thie Navi Mumbal alrport set to be commissioned in the fare SEH vs Oct DEEhi. BEﬂgﬂjl..lf‘H.
hs, fan lkal

s v iyt b s o el Mumbal, Kolkata,

Bangalore 6,000 9000 | Hyderabad, and
Scairce: Trawed portals, Caaartrip Delhi 7,700 11,600 Pune Emerging as
Hyd @ 5,700 8,500 the busiest routes

Jaipur 9,400 16,500 — A Cleartrip

Chennai 6,700 9,900 spokesperson
E 0On key domestic routes, airfares have risen by more than
50% year-on-year. This is in stark contrast to Diwali 2024,

Colmbalore | Goa

laipur Bagdugra Ranchi Ma.dural .&yudhya | when average fares on many routes had declined... Flight bookings
Jodhpur Raipur Mysore Kolkata hi Kochi have jumped over 60% year-on-year — Rikant Pittie | easewy Tip
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Akasa sets up base in
Delhi, increases flights

Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Akasa Alr has Increased its
flights from Delhi by 56 per
cent in the winter schedule,
with new frequencies vo Bag
diogra, Kedkata and Srinagar,
the airline said on Friday.

Dethi also becomes the
third operational base for
the airdine after Bengaluru
wnd Mumbal,

Frequencies o Mumbai,
Delhi and Pune will be
ramped up, offering more
choices to travellers in the
winter schedule. Akasa Alr
will rate 165 flights per
woek from Dethi,

WINTER 15 COMING

Omn an overall basis, the air-
lime's capacity in the winter
schedule, measured by the
number of fights, will rise by
12 per cenit.

“This expansion will im-
prove connectivity  across
the country and bevond, sup
porting mobility, trade and
tourism, while offering trav-
ellers enhanced choice and

comvenience through seam
less and thoughtfully curated
connections. Moreover, the
emergence of Delhl as Akasa
Air's third operational base
reflects the maturity and
scalability of owur nerwork

and operations,” sald Co-
foumder and Chiel Commer-
cial Ovfficer Praveen Lyer.
The airtine will further ex-
pand s foolpeint across
West Asia with a 14 per cent
increase in departures from
Abu Dhabi, introducing non-
stop flights cannecting Abu
Dhabd to Cochin and Chen-
nal, strengthening lts code-
share partnership with Eti-
had Airways. Departures
from Jeddah will increase 1o
26 weekly flights, while fre-
quency to Rivadh will be
pamiped up by 5% weekly,
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IndiGo to
operate flights
to Athens from
Delhi, Mumbai

==
Rahit Vaid
Hew Deihi

Airlime mapor IndiGo will op-
crate thrice weekly, direct
flights ro Athens, each from
Mumbai amd Delhi, efective
January 23 and 24, 2026,
respectively,

As per the airline, the in-
augural flight on India's first
A321XLE will depart from
Mumbai on lanuary 23, 2026,
and arrive in Athens on the
same day.

Similarly, for Greece, Indi-
Geo's fight connecting the
two capital cities, Athensand
Drelhi, on January 24, 2026,
will mark their first
A321X LR operation.

Accordingly, the new
lights will mark IndiGo's
foray into long-range nar-
row-body operations.

Besldes, the airline major
will become the only Indian
carrier to offer direct flights
berween India and Greece,

EUROPE, WE COME!
According 1w IndiGo CEO
Fieter Elbers, withthe Induc-
tion of the A321XLR sircraft
into the Aeet, IndiGo will in-
creasingly be able to operate
deeper into Eurcpe while
mainiaining the cose-effi-
ciemcy and  operational
reliability.

Furthermore, the new
flights will be the Airbus
AZZIXLE, o next-generation
narrow-body sircrafi with a
range of up to &, 70 km.

The aircraft will enable In
diio o operate non-stop
flights from India to South-
ern Europe while maintain
ing cost-efficlency.

Notably, this gircraft fea-
tures 12 IndiGoStretch sears
ina 2x2 configuration with a
A4-inch sear pitch and a 6-
inch recline.

The aircraft is equipped
with 183 econonyy class sents
offering & 11-inch seat pitch
and 5-inch recline.

Additionally, the airline
snid that complimentary hot
meals and beverages.
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IndiGo to buy 30
additional A350
widebody planes
from Airbus

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 7 October

IndiGo on Friday signed a contract with
Afrbus to order 30 additional A350-000
widebody aircraft, aiming to expand its
long-haul network over the next decade.
Withthis, IndiGo has doubled its wide-body
order from 30 to 60 A350-900 planes.

India’s largest carrier and European air-
craft manufacturer had in June this year
signed a memorandum of understanding
{Moll) for these additional 30 planes. This
MoU on Friday was converted into a
firm order.

IndiGo had in April 2024 placed its first
widebody aircraft order in April 2024, com-
prising 30 Airbus A350-900s. At the time,
the airline also retained purchase rights for
an additional 70 aircraft from the Airbus
A350 family to meet future requirements.
With 30 of those purchase rights now
converted into firm orders, IndiGo still
holds purchase rights for 40 more widebody
aircrafi.

All Az50-900 aircraft in IndiGo's fleet
will be powered by Rolls Royee's Trent XWE
engine, the airline announced on Friday.
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IndiGo Firms
Up Order for
30 More Airbus
Widebody Jets

OurBureau

Mumbai: [ndiGo on Friday
firmed up an order for 30 addi-
tional Airbus A350-900 air-
craft, converting part of its
purchase rights into firm or-
ders and doubling its widebo-
dv orderfrom 30 to 60 jets.

The move comes less than a
year after the airline placed
its first-ever widebody order
in April 2024, signalling a
strong push into long-haul in-
ternational operations.

At the IATA annual general

meeting  held in

New Delhi in June

x 2025, IndiGe and

! Adrbus had signed a

memorandum  of

understanding (MolJ} for the-
seadditional aircraft,

“The conversionof this Mol
into a firm order for 30 addi-
tional A350-900s is a testament
toour confidence in the future
of Indian aviation and our
strategic partnership with
Adrbus, further reinforced by
the strong start of our long-
haul operations,” Pieter El-
bers, CEO of IndiGo, said.

The airline has now exerci-
sed 30 of its 70 purchase
rights for the A350 family, lea-
ving 40 rights available for
future use.
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& Hinhustan Time:

DGCA TIGHTENS
NORMS FOR CABIN
CREW DUTY HOURS

Neha LM Tripathi

ILttursﬂhlndustanhm cam

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has revised duty time and rest
regulations for cabin crew
across Indian airlines, introd uc-
ing stricter limits and manda-
tory fatigue manage ment meas-
ures aimed at improving safety
and working conditions.

Under the revised nerms,
released on October 15, cabin
crew can operate a maximum of
eight to 10 hours in any 24 hour
period. For long-haul (flights
between six to 14 hours) or ultra
long range flights (flights over 14
hours), the duty period can
stretch up to 17 to 21 hours, but
only if the airline carries extra
crew members on board to ena-
blein-flight rest.

The aviation safety regulator
has capped cumulative flight
hours at 35 hours in seven days,
100 hours in 28 days, and 1,000
hours ina year.

“These changes aim to
enhance safety while ensuring
that crew members are ade-
quately rested,” the circular
issued bv the DGCA said.
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Air India Express launches campaign:
‘Aplore More, Xpress More'

Air India Express unveiled one
of the Indian aviation industry’s
largest brand campaigns - *Xplore
More, Xpress More,” an ode o the
transformative power of travel
that makes every trip a journcy of
memorable moments and mean-
ingful connections,

The campaign comes at a defin-
ing moment for the airline, which
now connects 60 destinations
across the Middle East, Southeast
Asia, and South Asia, with an im-
pressive fleet of 115 airerafi, in-
cluding 50 brand-new planes,
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| BUSINESS | EXPANSION PLAN

IndiGo to buy 30
\350-900 planes

IndiGo on Friday ammounced a firm orded to buy
) maver B350 500 plarw Frorm Aetan o Indis
gl il wewiy 1o B oy weole ooy aecialt
o itn et vt sl enparrsn The arbre. wha® han
Tt e PRAAENG A1 =TT Ol G Balil, MR v
SO0 planws o 91 et and aver 300 armralt o oy
With the latest sanounderment from indiGa, which
il i g bl (i sl it inds, e 1 0 o T )
ordery for ARSO0-900 now stands at 60 Sepaately i
Pt gl s i we st with Riols - Ry 10 eguip
ity Amitus ATSD Peet with Trend XINE-84 engests. 0T



AIRPUR 'SAUT HORIT‘:’ OF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS DELHI n GETORER. Eilah

IndiGoto
buy 30 more
A350-900s

New Delhi: IndiGo on
Friday announced a irm
coder to by 30 additional
AZS0-900 planes from
Airbus as the country's
largest airline seeks (o
have more wide-body
aircraft for ils interna-
tonal expansion, With
the lestannouncement,
IndiGo’s total confinmed
order for the wide-body
arcralt stands at 60, PTI
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IndiGo seals order for
O large Airbus planes

New A350 deliveries, expected from 2027, will feed intermational routes

atmbus aw Skeemre mom
HEW CRLH

i, the cotmmry s bargest nirline n
markert shure, fus plae ed orders o
e riareiisse of 30 pacere wde-body
areral fromm Alrbses
Thae carrher signed 4 contracs with
the Enmogeainaierrall maker ieoomen 3k
purrhse cighnis o thee Adrtae AZIS0-000
bmofrmrckers. The oye will=Sntivel
it ies vk oy rder oD aincrmll
thee i sl s g satement on Friday
Dy are exgen il 20T anwards.
anithe pirlive ook 1o exgunid (i prescoce
un Inbernatenal e Crell, s
extstingy et oonslsts of mime ihan Q0
alrvrait. IndiCh mnd Abrkras b slweaby
st | et of i dversrinifiieg
[N T thesse gt innad W5 alrcorall in
T
Furtheer, Dniliio has emered bnio an
agreenmeni with Folk Blovee o e this
upnning A0 feet winh Trem XWH-B4
e "l dowldes s wide-hos
ke o TN i 00Ul s NG 0- D0 mir
crfl.” theCirug i -feserd carrler saidin
&Sl e
T cmmrrer s pilaceddam il e
ol 3k Adries ASSTHOCH abneraft in April
20324, marking i st widehody par-
chesee Th alirkine lud alss ertal
P hiss righis ik another 7O
Adrbris AZS0 sty alroral
T Fainre redqainemerss. Cf
s, 7B s e rrised
pnn Lk il B bt wetily
| g for F mone
wide-Bacady wirceail
Pieter Elbers, chief execn
U, Dl i, sald b purchusses
Il ardls expaniding iis e
ol [oasiguriai
As d pari of iis inbemaions] oule
expanshon plans; Tedithe has L el
Manchesaer, amd Amsleniam recently
fisllwed bw Mights o Copenlugaen, Len
ddonamd Aliens withis Dees of remgens
rihy clansgs-beased Bewring THY $hand ssan

ad

60

The s af Indssas
after thin coer ay

Ovwurall, niBGo's enbeting Meet consss ol mosm than $00 aecral

b e dniduoned] A AT secraf

I el it BnetiCio b also atrengt hen
I s netwesrk across Asde.

The arsival ol ihe Al A0 alrerall
will Parther eend s capabilicies apd
o New rosies 0 the Amercs and

ariber lnng- o destinations
“Comversl o of this mem
randum of undersanding
O} inpo s Perm corder far

H b bl AL DN

a bestam el 1o our cond
frest dhetare In L et of liflan
Theesi adrerafl, as

1t e (et 111 e ears

b e, willl by i paiistal roke
el Britin exgmnd s reach,
chinmect Incdls with more destinailoss
nrrk the glohe, asd oller pew lstenm
vhimnal dravel oppiai unithes, " Flers abd

The AT wirerall (wiche baalles)
will be pavered by Rolls-Bovess Trent
XWI cngine, koo or their fue] e
chepary. the cnsgany sabd

Endifie had alse
S0

In June 2023
araeiices pacing a Mms arder i
Abrtus A0 mirerah. Thidswill preide the
alrline & anibicr steacdy stream of delives
ke betvoren 2000 and X35 This Ei0alr
crall oeeder woes AnediCeo's bargeest, o alsa
thee largest-ever single sincral e hse
Iy abriine vt Alrbus.

Thie: s1ceck of lsarrglobe Ayvisgion, 1he
pasent company ol [ndido, clesed o
B SR, o 06 5% o e BSE o Fri
iley. Thee ansrcaindenen came alter ne
ket b

T hee-suree, o in st oifiy e wardd s
thend-lrpmss ok bem s kel reflecning
the ety s rapdd connmie g, ris-
Ingr s bl Incoises, and expanding
mbdille cliss. Passengrer tmifle has surged
In recent years, delven by moreasel
thestres e et v, the gl Beratim of
lerwr o carriess, ani e gromw g pope
Lty asf b trave | amseen firs - chme fhyers

Funr et eptemled eraion of e sbry go o
ST T




AIRPUR 'SAUT HC‘RIT‘( OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENINIUM POST KOLEATA 17 OCTOBER 2025

DGCA issues draft duty and rest
period norms for cabin crew

MUMBAL: Aviation safety reg-
ulator DGCA has issued draft
duty and rest period norms for
the cabin crew.

As per the draft rules, for a
maximum flight duty period of
11 hours, as many as six land-
ings have been allowed, while
for 11.30 hours, the maximum
limit for landings has been kept
at five. Similarly, for 12 hours
and 12.30 hours flight duty
period, the number of landings
allowed stands at four and three
landings, respectively.

The maximum flight time
for this would be 8 hours, as
per the proposed norms. Simi-
larly, for a total of 9 hours of fly-

ing, and a maximum flight duty
period of 14 hours, a cabin crew
member can perform two land-
ings, while for 10 hours of fly-
ing time, and a maximum duty
hour of 15 hours, only one land-
ing has been allowed.

A period which starts when
a cabin crew member is required
by an operator to report for, or
to commence a duty and ends
when that person is free from all
duties. Flight time is total time
from the moment an aeroplane
first moves for the purpose of
taking off until the moment
it finally comes to rest at the
end of the flight while the flight
duty time commences when a

cabin crew member is required
to report for duty and finishes
when the aircraft finally comes
to rest and the engines are shut
down at the end of the last flight.

The maximum duty period
during any 24 hours shall not
be more than one hour beyond
maximum allowable flight duty
period, as per the draft norms.

The minimum rest, which
must be provided before under-
taking a flight duty period will
be at least as long as the preced-
ing duty period, 12 hours and
18 hours for crossing 3 time
zones, up to 7 time zone and 36
hours for crossing 7 time zones,
DGCA proposed norms said. 1l
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Surge in bookings despite high fares; passenger numbers remain below pre-Covid levels

China flight lifts foreign travel demand

SANJAY MANDAL

Caleutta: A direct flight to
Guangzhou, China, from Cal-
cutta has generated very en-
couraging demand in advance
of 11s relaunch on October 26.

Despite return fares reach-
ing as high as #56,000 on some
days, travellers have eagerly
booked seats, slgnalling strong
Interest. The new flight 1s ex-
pected to boost International
traffic from Calcutta, although
alrport officials noted that pas-
senger numbers would still be
below pre-Covid levels,

IndiGo will operate
daily services on the Calcut-
ta-Guangzhou route starting
October 26. Additlonally, the
alrline has announced a new
direct filght from Calcutta to
Stem Reap in Cambodia, be-
ginning November 13.

According to sources,
within 24 hours of bookings
opening for the Guangzhou
flight earlier this month, half
the seats on the inaugural
flight were sold. “Demand for
seats on the Guangzhou flight
is huge. Initially, return fares
were around #28,000, but with
rislng demand, prices have
surged,” sald a travel agent.

On Thursday evening, a
round-trip ticket departing
Calcutta on October 28 and
returning November &5 was
priced at 56,000, Tour oper-
ators said that even at these
higher fares, there were buy-
ers.

Guangzhou, also known
as Canton or Kwangchow,
is the capital of Guang-
dong province in southern
China. Sttuated on the Pearl
rivar. it Nlas ahout 120km

northwest of Hong Kong.

“Guangzhou 15 a major
trade and tourist hub, popular
among Calcuttans not only for
business but also tourism,”
explained Anll Punjabi of the
Travel Agents Federation of
Indla’s eastern reglon.

Cantonese food 1s very
popular among Calcuttans
and English 1s wldely spoken
there, easing communication.

“With no direct flights
from Calcutta to Hong Kong
currently, this route can be a
faster and more cost-effoctive
option,” Punjabi added.

Hong Kong and Macau
are favourite short-haul in-
ternational destinations for
travellers from Calcutta,
and this filght offers easler
access to them, as Hong Kong
1s just about an hour away
from Guanegzhou hv high-

TRAFFIC SLIDE

International flights

spead train.

Another factor driving
demand s the upcoming Can-
ton Fair 2025, sources in the
aviation industry said. The
trade event 1s being held in
two edittons: spring and au-
tumn. The 138th Canton Falr's

International
destinations in
2019-20 now
withdrawn
Hong Kong

Kl N nnq

Jl'l"lbu

Guangzhon in China

second phase will take place
from October 23 to 27, focusing
on consumer goods and home
decor 1tems lke Kitchenware,
bathroom supplies, furniture,
ceramics, garden products,
and gifts.

The thind nhase. schaduled

from October 31 to November
4, will showcase textiles and
evervday consumer products,
including clothing, footwear,
healthcare, medical devices,
toys, baby products, station-
ary, and food.

“I plan to attend the Can-
ton Falr to explore the market.
The third phase will be par-
ticularly useful for bulk pur-
chases of clothes and toys,”
sald Rajesh Gidwani, a busi-
nessman who lives on Park
Streat,

Flight services between
Calcutta and Guangzhou had
been suspended during the
Covid-19 pandemic and were
not restored due to border
tensions between India and
China. However, in early Oc-
tober, India’s ministry of ex-
ternal affatrs announced that
direct Alehts to China would

resume later this month.

“The flights to China, as
well as Cambodia, will defl-
nitely boost international
traffic from Caleutta. But
the numbers are yet to reach
pre-pandemic levels,” sald
Pravat Ranjan Beuria, direc-
tor of Calcutta alrport. “We
also need direct connectivity
to Europe to attract more in-
ternational passengers from
the city,” he added.

Calcutta, which previously
had direct flights to cities l1ke
London and Frankfurt, has
lost these routes due to insuf-
ficlent business-class demand,
according to aviation experts.

The state government has
held several discussions with
airlines about restariing di-
rect flights to Europe, but so
far, no alrline has expressed
intarast.
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Air fares burn a hole in travellers’ pocket
FESTIVE .

Anush.S@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Festival-time
travel has always been a hea-
dache and this Deepavali se-
ason is no different. With
Deepavali preceded by awe-
ekend, airfares from Beng-
alurutocitieslike Mumbai,
Kolkata, and Delhi have do-
ubled, crossing the Rs 15,000
mark in some cases.

While a ticket to Mum-
baiusually costs around Rs
6,000, the Deepavali de-
mand has doubled the fares,
It's similar on the Kolkata
route, with fares for Friday
night and throughout Sa-
turday going above Rs
14,000, While travel to Delhi
follows the same trend, the-
re being only a few availab-
le flights adds to the diffi-
culty Bengaluru airport,
anticipating rush, issued

FERVOUR #

an advisory Wednesday for
its passengers toarrive ear-
lv during the season.
According to travel por-
tal skyscanner.com, there's
justone flight post-work ho-
urs to Delhi Friday [n areli-
ef to travellers, Sunday
(Oct 19) fares and return fa-
resfromnext week are com-
paratively on the lower side
as of Thursday. However,
travel agents have urged
those planning return trips
tothe city toact fast.
Poulomi Choudhury, a
native of Kolkata who sett-
led in Bengaluru, said, “1
will not go home during the
Deepavali time due to these

fare spikes. However, there
are a lot of others like stu-
dents and vounger people,
who gohome; it's quite diffi-
cult for them. We have a hu-
ge Bengali community in
Bengaluru; hence, we feel at
home during the festival.”

“This happens every se-
ason, especially when there
are long holidays and long
weekends. Bengaluru also
has a lot of outstation resi-
dents. Some people plan
well inadvance, sothey ma-
nage to get reasonable fa-
res. People who plan travel
in the eleventh hour find it
a challenge because of the
high fares,” explained Ni-
ranjan S Bhargava, chair-
man, Travel Agents Associ-
ation of India (TAAT), Kar-
nataka chapter.

South Western Railway
(SWR) on Thursday anno-

unced special services con-
necting Bengaluru to Vasco
da Gama in Goa, Jaipur,
and Santragachi, West
Bengal. While there are
special trainsannounced to
variousdestinations, inclu-
ding Chennai and parts of
Kerala, these are not suffi-
cient, going by the long wai-
ting lists. “We have already
announced many special
trains, and all of them are
full; however, there will al-
waysbeademand,” anSWR
official told TOL.

Along with Karnataka's
2,500 Deepavali special bu-
ses, several other special
bus services from other sta-
tes are also announced. Ho-
wever, the majority of the
tickets have either been
sold out, leaving the city's
huge migrant population
with limited availability.
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Gaggal airport expansion: Time for land

acquisition extended till June 30 next year
122 hectares to be acquired for the project in 14 villages of Kangra

PraTiEHA CHAITHAN
LLL R
SHIMLA, DCTOUER 16

The Touriem Department
his extended the time perd-
od for the amuisition of land
for ther evgpansion of the Gog-
gal sirport in Kangra district
till Muirve= 30 et yEar,

Devesh Kiumar, Primcpal
Secretary (Tourism und Civdl
Apastion), maued & potifics-
thn in this regand yesterday
to ensure that the sodal
impart assessmenl reporl
submitted by anexpert group
il not lapse for the reagson
that the lund acruistion pro-
mwedings were not complete.

As per Section 11 of the
Fauir Compensation and
Transpareney  in Land
Aequisition, Rehaobiitetion
and Resetilement Act, 2013,
if & notiee for land acquasi-
tion i= not izsued within 12
months from the date of the
appraisal of the social
tmpact assessment repirt,
the report shall be deemed
o have lapsed. The expert
group had submitied the
social impact assessmenl
report om June §, N3,
regarding land acquisition
for the expansion of the
Gaggal sirport.

The Himachal Govern-
ment i3 keen to undertake
the expansion of the Gapggal
mirport to MeiBitute the lund-
ing of Boeing planes, which
will give a Flip 1o tourism

Ve RV B

i 2
The present 1, 37EGmetre-o
to 3,010 motres to facillitste the landing of bigger planes

airport oy willr expanoed

LAND ACQUISITION T0 COST AROUND ¥1,900 CR

B The Himachal Government Is keen to undertake the
expansion of the Gaggal alrport 1o faclitate the landing of
Boeing planas, which will ghve a fillip to toursm

®The land acquisition will cost araund ¥L800 crore and
T410 crore af ithas already been pald to affected villagers

The present runway of the
airport is 1,376 metres long
and it will be expanded o
atmost 3,010 metres to facil
itate the landing of bigger
planez The cost of Lumd
acquigition for this ambi-
tious progect will be apownd
Rs 1M} crore and Rs 410
erore out of it has already
besn paid to villagers for
thetr land acquired.

A total of 1342 hectares are
o be nequired in 14 villages
{10 willapes in Kangra tehsil
and four in Shahpur tehsil
of [{nngm district) for the

project.  Additional 26
heetares belonging to the
government are also being
petpuired and for which the
spproprinie  government
Geency is required to issues
motification undse Section
11 of the Right to Fair Com
pensation and Transparen-
cy in Land Acquisition,
Relabilitstion and Reset-
Uermnent Act, 2003,

The authorities concerned
havealready acquired mome
than 5 per cent of the lnnd
reqquired falling in nine val-
lages in the vicknity of the

Gaggal airport

The notdeation for land
peruisition conmot be issued
within the stipulated penod
under Section T of the Right
to Foir Compensation and
Transparency inLond Acqui-
sitiin, Rehabilitation and
Reseitlement Act, 2003, The
stale government has the
power to extend the parod
fior lanel sevpuizition up to 24
months, The notifieation
mentions that the lind aogui-
sitionwork could not be com-
pleted diue lo unavoidable
wdmimstrative reasons

It iz i exercise of powers
conferred under Section 14
of the Fair Compensalion
and Transparency in Land
Acruisition, Rehabalitation
ind Resettlement Act, 2013,
the notification has been
pssued, extending the tme
period for land acquisition
Gl June 30, 2026,

The state government has
sought assiftance from the
Central Government forthe
mrpart’s expanszion bul o
pogitive response is still
awaited, Chisf Minizier
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
has writien to Union Ciwil
Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu, seeking spe-
cial Central assistance for
the project, It 15 with this
very objective that the Con-
gress povernment has also
declared Kangra as the
townzm capmtal of the state,
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