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AAl signs MoU with MP govt for
development of Shivpuriairport

Considering the immense
potential of civil aviation
sector in Madhya Pradesh,
Airports Authority of India
and Government of Madhya
Pradesh signed Mol for devel-
opment of Shivpuri Airport
under RCS and agreements
for Operation & Maintenance
and provision of Communi-
cation Navigation Surveil-
lance/Air Traffic Management
services on 10 October.

NV Subbarayudu, executive
director, Sajith Kumar, General
Manager (ATM/ATS) Delhi

and Ram Awasthi, Airport
Director signed the agree-
ments/MoU on behalf of AAT
and ChandramouliShukla,
Commissioner, Aviation,
Madhya Pradesh on behalf
of Government of Madhya
Pradesh.

The airport will be developed
foraccommodating 19 seater-
type of aircraft in the initial
phase and ATR-72 type aircrafi
in the near future.

For this purpose, state gov-
ernmentwill soon hand over
292 acres of land to AAL
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Passenger flights to resume from
British-era Rupsi Airport today

CORRESPONDENT

DHUBRI, Oct 16: In a sig-
nificant boost to regional con-
nectivity and in response to
the long-standing demands of
the people of Dhubri, passen-
ger flights will resume from
the British-era Rupsi Airport
starting October 17,

Under the Government of
India's UDAN (Ude Desh ka
Aam Nagrik) scheme, which
aims to make air travel afford-
able and enhance regional air
connectivity, the airline Alli-
ance Air will operate flights
from Rupsi Airport.

The initial flight operations
will run three days a week -
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays — on the Guwahati-
Rupsi-Kolkata route, offering
a convenient travel option for
residents and businesses in
the region. The flights will be
conducted using a 72-seater
ATR-72 aircraft, a reliable and
comfortable choice for region-
al travel.

This service will not only
connect Dhubri district and its
nearby areas with Assam's
capital Guwahati but also with
the bustling metropolis of

Kolkata. This resumption of air
service is expected to en-
hance trade, tourism, and
overall connectivity for the
region.

As demand for the flight
service is expected to grow,
there are already plans in
place to expand the frequen-
cy of the flights. Starting after
October, the flights will oper-
ate five days a week, adding
two more days to the current
schedule. The increased fre-
quency is expected to accom-
modate the rising number of
passengers who have been
eagerly waiting for the re-
sumption of services from
Rupsi Airport.

Rupsi Airport, located about
15 kilometres from Dhubri,
carries a rich history. Original-
ly built during the British co-
lonial period, the airport
played a crucial role in World
War II, serving as a strategic
military airfield. Despite its
historical significance, the air-
port had remained largely dor-
mant for several decades post
Independence, until efforts to
revive it under the Central
government's UDAN scheme
came into play.

On May 8, 2021, commer-
cial operations resumed at
Rupsi Airport after a long hia-
tus, with flights operated by
Fly Big, which used the same
ATR-72 aircraft model. The
airline initially operated three
days a week, but soon expand-
ed to six days a week, due to
high passenger demand. How-
ever, in an unexpected turn,
Fly Big ceased operations

from Rupsi on November 7,
2023, without providing any
prior notice, leaving the re-
gion without commercial air
connectivity.

The airport was extensive-
ly renovated and upgraded at
a cost of approximately Rs 100
crore, under UDAN-2 and
UDAN-4, with the aim of mak-
ing it a hub for regional air con-
nectivity. The airport now

boasts modern facilities, a re-
surfaced runway, and an up-
graded terminal, making it
fully equipped to handle in-
creased passenger traffic.
The resumption of flights by
Alliance Air from October 17
marks a new chapter for Rup-
si Airport and brings hope to
the people of Dhubri and the
surrounding areas. Alliance
Air's commitment to operate

flights on the Guwahati-Rup-
si-Kolkata route is expected
to provide significant relief to
frequent travellers and busi-
nesses, who previously had to
rely on long and cumbersome
road or rail journeys.

Local residents, traders,
and tourism operators are op-
timistic that this renewed air
connectivity will spur economs-
ic growth in the region. More-
over, the strategic location of
Rupsi Airport — close to the
international borders with
Bhutan and Bangladesh —
makes it a vital transportation
hub, with potential for future
international operations as
well.

The announcement of flight
services resuming has heen
met with widespread excite-
ment and positivity. The peo-
ple of Dhubri, Kokrajhar and
other nearby districts have
long awaited the return of reg-
ular air services, which were
seen as critical for improving
accessihility to Assam's re-
mote areas. Many in the re-
gion see this as a step towards
further development and in-
tegration with the rest of the
country.
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Man arrested for attempting to grab airport security officer’s rifle

BENGALURU, DHNS: A 35-year-
old man — Vikram Ramdas of
Kasturi Nagar —was arrested
by the airport police after at-
tempting to seize a rifle from
asecurity officer.

The incident occurred

around 7.30 am on October
14, when a CISF official on
duty reported the attempted
rifle-grab to the control room.

Following the alert, the
commander and the Quick
Response Team (QRT) arrived

atthescene, detained Ramdas,
and handed him over to the
Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA) police for fur-
ther guestioning.

Police investigation re-
vealed that Ramdas had ar-

rived in Bengaluru on a flight
from Hyderabad earlier that
morning,
Accordingtoa police officer,
he had mistakenly picked up
another passenger’s luggage
and left the terminal. When

the rightful owner of the lug-
gage confronted him, a minor
argument ensued, drawing the
attention of CISF personnel.
Duringthisexchange, Ramdas
reportedly tried to interfere
with the officer’s duties.

Ramdas was booked under
Section 132 of the Bharativa
Nyaya Sanhita for assault or
criminal force to deter a pub-
lic servant from performing
official duties. He was later
released on station bail.
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M Sarla Aviation, BIAL
Tie Up for e-flying Taxis

NEW DELHI Bengaluru's
"@‘ Kempegowda Inter-
e national Airport is set to be

a key hub for cutting-edge
urban air mobility solutions with Sarla
Aviation joining hands with Bangalore
International Airport (BIAL) to launch
electric flying taxis. Last month, the
twoentities signed a statement of
collaboration to explore sustainable
air mobility.
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DGCA nod for Noida airport runway

Vinod Rajput
vinod.rajput@htlive.com

GREATER NOIDA: Noida Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (NIAL), the
Uttar Pradesh government’s
special purpose vehicle to over-
see the construction of the
Noida international airport, on
Thursday said that the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has approved the run-
way at the greenfield project
and has issued it a calibration
certificate, paving the way for
trials to start.

“DGCA’s calibration certifi-
cate proves that all systems are
in place for landing and take-off

of aircraft... We were supposed
to start the trials from Novem-
ber 15 till December 15. But now
that DGCA has issued the cali-
bration certificate, we can start
trials atany time. We are happy
that the project is ready for
trials ahead of our deadline,”
said NIAL chief executive offi-
cer Arun Vir Singh.

The first commercial flight
from Noida international air-
port is scheduled to take off on
April 17,2025, said officials.

The schedule was finalised by
NIAL in consultation with
Yamuna International Airport
Private Limited (YIAPL) — the
concessionaire that will operate

the airport.

Officials said NIAL has asked
the concessionaire to make sure
that domestic and international
flights take-off on the date, and
that work is fast-tracked to meet
the set deadline.

According to NIAL officials
aware of the matter, the calibra-
tion of the instrument landing
system and precision approach
path indicator (PAPI) at the
under-construction airport was
completed on October 14, add-
ing that both are key systems
necessary for aircraft landing
and take-off. The airport will be
ready to start operations on
April 17, 2025,
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Sarla Aviation, Bengaluru airport
launch electric flying taxis

PTI ® HEW DELHI

Btngaiuru'!i Kempegowda
International Airport is
sel to be a key hub for
culting-edge urban  air
mobility solutions with Sarla
Aviation joining hands with
the Bangalore International
Ajrport Limited (BIAL) to
launch electric flying taxis.
Last month, the two entities
signed & statement  of
collaboration 1o explore
sustainable air  mobility,
1-pr-;ifir.'g|]}' electric vertical
take-off and landing
{eVTOL) aircraft.

This initiative, developed in
Karnataka, aims Lo
revolutionise air travel by
introdicing seven-sealer
electric flying taxis, which
promise faster, cleaner, and
more elficient
Lransporlalion.

While uﬁrm[mm may still be

two to three years away, Sarla

Aviation's  electric  laxis
promise a cleaner, quieter,
and more cost-effective
alternative to  traditional
helicopter services previously
offered in Btnba]uru

The Bengaluru-based
company, co-founded |:r'l.
Adrian * Schmidi, Rakesh
Gaonkar and Shivam
Chauhan, is at the forefront
of this transformation.

Sarla Aviation plans to focus
ot four of India's most
congested cities-Bengaluru,
Mumbai, Delhi, and Pune --
bringing affordable electric
aerial taxis to the pu blie. The

company's proposed route
from Bengaluri Airport to
Electromics City would take
just 19 miniites, uumpa.rc:d Ly
the 152 minutes required by
road, with a fare of Rs 1,700,
“We aim to redefine urban air
transport with uprra[i.tmal
efficiency, reduced carbon
emissions, and scalable
infrastructure. Our electric
!1}':11 p taxis will set new
benchmarks in reliability and
p::q'l'urmunct. allgn.mg with
global standards for
sustainable aviation,” said
Schmidt, Sarla Aviation co-
foinder and CEQ.
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BIAL, Sarla
to develop
flying taxis

Bengaluru: Bangalore In
ternational Airport Led (BI-
AL) announced a partners-
hip with Sarla Aviation to
create operational models
for seven-seater electric
vertical take-off and lan-
ding (eVTOL)aireraft.

The tie-up envisages
the use of eVTOL as elec-
tric flyving taxis which co-
uld dramatically improve
travel efficiency. Adrian
Schmidt, chiel executive
and co-founder of Sarla
Aviation, said: " Currently,
a journey from Indirana-
gar to the airport can take
1.5 hours VEry soon, we
will reduce that to just 5
minutes with Sarla’s fully
electric flving taxis.”

He commended the lea-
dershipat BIAL, which ope-
rates Kempegouda Interna-
tional Ajrport, for encoura-
ging companies like Sarla
to challenge conventional
limits and redefine what is
possible inairtravel.
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Hoax bomb Detection and Disposal
Squad (BDDS). The email,
threat at received around 7:30pm,
- claimed an improvised
Cﬂlﬂlbﬂtﬂl‘& explosive device (IED) had
: been planted on airport
a.ll'port premises. The BDDS
oimbatore team, along with

International
Airport received a
hoax bomb threat
email Tuesday night,

city police, fire

teams, conducted a
search until 12:05am on
prompting a swift response Wednesday, ultimately
from the Central Industrial declaring the threat
Security Force (CISF) Bomb a hoax.

personnel, and rescue
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No bomb found
on Air India
Express plane:

Singapore cops

SINGAPORE, Oct 16: No
bomb was found aboard an Air
India Express plane which
landed in Singapore more
than an hour after its sched-
uled arrival time, the police
said on Wednesday.

The police said it found no
bomb after completing secun-
ty checks at Changi Airport on
the low-cost carner’s aircraft
from the Indian city of Madurai.

The airline received an e-
mail about a bomb on flight
AXB684 scheduled toland at
Changi Airport in Singapore
at 8.50 pm on Tuesday.

The flight escorted by two
F-15 fighter jets from the Re-
public of Singapore Air Force
(RSAF) landed at 10.04 pm.

The police said they were
mformed of the bomb threat
at 8.25 pm and completed
checks after the plane landed,
reported The Strails Times.

Investigations are ongoing
and action will be taken
against those who intention-
ally caused public alarm, the
police said.

Flight tracker Flightra-
dar24 showed the plane was
circling for about an hour east
of Singapore before landing.

Defence Minister Ng Eng
Hen m a Facebook post said:
“Two of our RSAF's F-155Gs
scrambled and escorted the
plane away from populated
areas to finally land safely at
Singapore's Changi Airport
at around 10.04 pm tomght.
Our Ground Based Air De-
fence systems and Explosive
Ordnance Disposal team
were also activated.” — PTI
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Sarla Aviation
developing
electric flying taxis

NEW DELHI, Oct 16: Sarla Awviation 18 leading the
charge m transforming urban air mohility by developing
cutting-edge electric vertical take-off and landing (eV-
TOL) aircraft.

Co-founded by Adrian Schrmdt, the company aims to
provide faster, cleaner, and more efficient transporta-
tion across India’s most congested aities, including Ben-
galuru, Mumbai, Dell, and Pune.

Sarla Aviation’s flagship imtiative includes seven-seat-
er electric flying taxis, which promise to cut travel times
significantly. For example, a journey from Bengaluru Air-
port to Electronics City, which typically takes over 150
minutes by road, will be reduced to just 19 minutes with
fares starting at Rs 1,700 - making 1t a cost-effective
alternative to helicopter services.

In a major step forward, Sarla Aviation recently part-
nered with Bangalore International Airport Ltd (BIAL),
signing a statement of collaboration to explore advanced
air mobility solutions. This partnership positions Ben-
galuru's Kempegowda International Airport (KIA) asa
key hub for Sarla’s eVTOL aircraft, aimed at alleviating
the city's infamous traffic congestion with sustainable
air travel solutions. — [ANS
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Accused behind
threat messages
being 1dentified:
Civil Aviation
Secretary

NEW DELHI, Oct 16:
The issue of multiple hoax
threat messages to various
airlines, which have dis-
rupted many Indian flights,
came up before a parliamen-
tary committee on Wednes-
day as the Civil Aviation sec-
retary told parliamentarians
that the accused are being
identified and action taken.

Civil Aviation Secretary
Vumlunmang Vualnam sug-
gested in the meeting of the
Standing Committee on
Transport, Tourism and Cul-
ture, which 1s headed by
JD({U) MP Sanjay Jha, that
mvestigators have gathered
some information and are
taking action. They are work-
ing on a few other cases of
such hoax messages, he
added.

He, however, cited the
sensitivity of information due
to the ongoing probe into the
matter to decline to share
more details, sources said.

They said Jha raised the
issue of the number of hoax
threat calls that airlines have
received in the past couple
of days, leading to the diver-
sion of flights, including one
bound for Chicago.

At least 10 flights have
been disrupted due to bomb
threat messages, mostly on
social media, received by air-
lines. — PTIL
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Akasa Air fined ¥30 lakh
for training lapses
I

Akasadic -

e

Mumbai: The Directorate

General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has fined Akasa Air
T30 lakh for lapses in pilot
training, This action follows a
DGCA spot audit in May -
revealing practical training
sessions held by the airline
without mandated regulatory
approvals - and a show-cause
notice in August. our sureau
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Air India Express leads winter schedule with
467 flight growth, SpiceJet sees 39%

DI.II“ Bureau
Miuimibai

Air India Express will see the
highest  capacity  addition
gmong wll airines i the
winter schedule, witha 46 per
cent vear-on-vear increase in
weekly  domestic  flights,
while Spicelet will see the
sharpest drop, with a 39 per
cent reduction in flights.

Domestic  airfines  have
planned 25,007 dights per
week — 3572 daily Hights in
the winter schedule, which
beging on October 27, the
Tircctorate General of Civil
Aviation said on Thursday,
This is an increase of 5.57 per
cent over scheduled flights
lust winter und a 3 per cent in-
creqase over the ongoing sum
mer schedule.

While airlines are reintra
ducing 'H!ﬁ_l'l-ﬁ v Puducherry
in the winter season, Pakovong
and Tegu airports (in Siidkim

AL

HOT SEASOMN AHEAD. Air India Express is set fo make
significant serides in the upcoming winber schadule

and Arunachal Pradesh, re
spectively’y arc falling off the
aviation map.

The year 2023 saw  per
cent year-on-year increase in
scheduled  fights  in the
WinEr SEAS0n.

This veear, planned capacity
addirion is lower amidst on
going  supply chain  chal-
lenges.

While Spicelet has seen a

reduction in its fleer, delwver-
ics of Bocing aircraft have
also been fewer due to regu-
latory issues and the workers”
strike.

IndiGo 15 scheduled to op-
erare 13,691 flights per week
in winter — 54 per cent of all
stheduled flights. 1ts planned
schedule is 4 per cent higher
than last winter.

Spicelet will operate 1,297

op

weekly flights — 39 per cent
tower than the previous year.

AMORE FLIGHTS

Air India Express, which
completed its merger with
Mrdsia India earber this
month, is scheduled o aper
ate 2,382 flights a week,
which is 46 per cent higher
than last winter,

The no-frills brand of Air
India has added 34 aircraft in
a vear, and irs fleer count
stands at 88, It plans 1o in-
crease its fleet to 100 by
March 2025, Regional airline
Srar Alr plans the second
highest  capacity  growth,
adding 45.75 per cent more
fights than last winter.

Air Tndia and Vistara are
set to merge on November
12, and their schedules have
been  approved  separately
mow. Post-merger, Air India's
weekly H'rglﬁs will sgea 12 per
cent increase over the previ-
s winter,



Corporate Commumcatmns Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI

18 OCTOBER 2024

Fsil B FL IS
ﬁaﬁwéﬁw'

Héﬁ—eﬁ 17 SIaEaR
AR o= W5 o, e

ARIE 1 TEAR i FarT foh 38T v_ .

s gMfRal 3R IS H
e & fere fSeR Wil
i L aTell bl afed B
& 3T H T FlTé]T
S 3w foaefae o
ﬁnmwmanﬁaﬂ'{—ra
T AT 3R e WA 9
A @I

T H AT HeH Holl i
it | dSl ¥ TSHT S &
HRUT ST 7 | I, s
IR fei § 20 ¥ Aferes weit
ThIF =it o HRUT SSH o A1
aﬁa%ww%ﬁmwﬁﬁm
gefl 8| I H *el, ‘TAN
Teel R Hed o
mafehar T "eAre &l
YhT I SH AT HET
red © T @ 5@ alish
STk AT e bl TaT & el
F| TH WRARH & I I

TOeId &1 59 3! feiarsii st
Tz % foTu 379 i o
FE B’ SHH TEaR I B
aT, “HisTer Rt $iR it
ﬁ@waﬁwﬁlm
ol Tafi o Hre A R ®
21 59 %A H wAA 3R e
T %ﬁam%ﬁ?rtﬂﬂ%l
TG & $ I Stferepiat
T oamn & #R <8 F fog
T AT | ST ST
U T e H feRet
SAfekT o st it o TR Tl
el deh S W Ufdsid gied
Heaqul ®Y ¥ oTff® <
IfEret B Hehell B



-4

= —

E: 7]

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI

18 OCTOBER 2024

New measures comingto tackle hoax calls disruptingflights

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 17 October

The Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) is in talks
with the Ministry of Law and Justice and the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to introduce
new legislation aimed at penalising hoax callers
responsible for false bomb threats and flight
disruptions, Minister of Civil Aviation K
Rammohan Naidusaid on Thursday.

This move comes in response to a recent
dramaticsurgein hoax calls, with over 20
incidents in the past four days leadingto flight
diversions and delays.

Naidusaid, “Our firstand foremost priority is
tonotletthese kinds of things happen. We have
tomake sure that people do not use this method
asanactofprankorrevenge. We also understand
the painof the airlines. We are speaking to them
tootounderstand theirconcerns.”

“There needs to be some change in current
rules and legislation. This iswhat we are
exploring with other stakeholders, including the
Ministry of Law and MHA,” he told reporters
duringan official eventon Thursday evening,.
Referring tothe minor arrested by Mumbai Police
on Wednesday for issuing bomb threats for three

PLAN OF ACTION

B The ministry is considering
various international models
to shape the new rules

M The proposed law could
impose severe consequences
on individuals making false
threat calls, including a five-
yearflying ban

B Significant penalties are
under consideration to
minimise the financial impact
these hoax calls cause

flights, he said: “Some person, without thinking
whatkind of inconvenience it would cause, is
doingthis because of certain petty issues. From
ourside, we are taking it very seriously.”

“All others responsible for the disruptions
will be identified and duly prosecuted,” he
added.

On Thursday, aMumbai-bound Vistara flight
with 147 persons on board made an emergency

THERE NEEDSTO BE
SOMECHANGEIN
CURRENTRULESAND
LEGISLATION. THIS IS
WHATWEARE EXPLORING
WITH OTHER
STAKEHOLDERS,
INCLUDING THE MINISTRY
OF LAWAND MINISTRY OF
HOMEAFFAIRS @)

i K Rammohan Naidu
Minister of Civil Aviation

landing here on Thursday upon its arrival from
Frankfurtin Germany followinga bomb threatto
theaircraft, asourcesaid.

Top ministryofficials said that discussions
are underway with the Ministry of Law to develop
alegal framework for harsher penalties. The
proposed legislation would impose severe
consequences on individuals making false threat
calls, including a potential five-year flying ban

Airlines will operate 25K
weekly flights in winter

Indian airlines will operate 25,007 flights every
week to and from 124 airports in the winter
schedule starting October27, according to
aviation regulator Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA). The numberofflightsis three
per cent higherthan 24,275 departures per
week from 125 airports in the current summer
schedule. In comparison to the winter
schedule2023, the number of flights has
increased by 5.37 per cent. The winter schedule
is from October27,2024 till March 29, 2025.  PTI

and substantial monetary fines.

Under current Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) regulations, a no-fly list
already exists, butitisdesignated for unruly
passengersinvolved indisruptive behaviour.
The new legislation would expand this list to
include hoax callers.

This proposed flying ban for hoax callers is
expected tolastup to five years and would actas a

deterrent, alongside hefty monetary penalties.

While discussions aresstill ongoing, the
ministry isconsidering variousinternational
modelstoshape the new rules. In some countries,
heavy finesandjail terms are imposed on
individuals making hoax calls to airlinesor
airports, officials observed. The MoCA did not
respond to Business Standard’s request fora
statementon this matter. Considerable penalties
are under consideration tominimise the financial
impactthese hoaxcallscause, another MOCA
official mentioned. “The disruption caused by
these hoax calls not onlyleads to financial losses
forairlines butalso puts passengers and airport
operations under unnecessary stress. We need to
takestrictaction to prevent this,” the official
added. Naidu had on Wednesday chaired a
meeting with the officialsof DGCA, the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security, the Central Industrial
Security Force, MHA, and MoCA.

Duringthe meeting, Civil Aviation Secretary
Vumlunmang Vualnam informed members that
the individuals responsible are being identified
and appropriate measures are being taken.
Vualnam, speaking at the standing committee
ontransport, tourism and culture led by Janata
Dal (United) Member of Parliament Sanjay Jha,
mentioned that investigators have made some
progress and are continuing efforts on other
similarcases.
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7 flights get bomb threats, minor
arrested for making 3 hoax calls

with agency Inputs
NEW DELHI, MUMBAI, OCT. 16

As many as seven flights
received bomb threats on
Wednesday taking the
number of flights impact-
ed to 19 in three days, with
the Union government as-
serting that law enforc-
ement agencies are activ-
ely pursuing all cases and
the Mumbai Police arrest-
ing a minor for issuing
threats to three flights.
Some flights were del-
aved, diverted and retu-
rned mid-way in the wake
of bomb threats received
through social media,
sending security agencies
into a tizzy The Delhi
Police has registered an
FIR in conmection with
bomb threats to several
flights in the last two days
and has launched a probe.
Bomb threats were rec-
eived by at least three Ind-
iGo flights, two SpiceJet
flights and an Akasa Air
flight on Wednesday
IndiGos Rivadh-Mumbai
flight was diverted to
Muscat due to the threat.
Union civil aviation
minister K. Rammohan
Naidu on Wednesday said
law enforcement agencies
are actively pursuing all
cases of bomb threats
against airlines and the
government is closely
monitoring the situation.
With at least 19 flights
operated by Indian carri-
ers receiving bomb

LIVES AT RISK

» 19 flights have received bomb | e IndiGo's Riyadh-
threats over the last three days. ?UQ-E':I:'I E(i)gat wast
» Seven flights received bomb v usca
threats on Wednesday, including d”m u":e?ltl' ?1':'1
three IndiGo, two Spicelet, and 7 3 Air Iﬂ'
one Akasa Air flight. On Tuesday, "%h"memt" I?eﬂl s
nine flights received threats, IS & DIOVI SV
including Air India's Al 127 flight, e Police registered
which was diverted to Canada,  an FIR and con-

and an Air India firmed all

Express flight from —
Maduraito
Singapore, which was
escorted by fighter jets.

threats. e

threats in three days that
later turned out to be
hoax, he also said the Mu-
mbai police have arrested
a minor responsible for
issuing bomb threats tar-
geting three flights,

"All others responsible
for the disruptions will be
identified and duly prose-
cuted,” the minister said
in a statement as he
strongly condemned any
attempt to compromise
the safety, security and
operational integrity of
the aviation sector,

The issue of multiple
hoax threat messages to
various airlines came up
before a parliamentary
committee on Wednesday

On Wednesday after-
noon, a Bengaluru-bound
Akasa Air flight carrying
184 people returned to
Delhi following a bomb
threat.

“Akasa Air flight QP
1335, flying from Delhi to
Bengaluru on October 16,
2024, and carrying 174 pas-
sengers, 3 infants and 7
crew members on board,
received a security alert,”
an airline spokesperson
said in a statement.

In Delhi, deputy com-
missioner of police (IGI)
Usha Rangnani said, “Air-
port police has responded
to eight incidents involv-
ing reported bomb threats
this month. After thor-
ough verifications and in-
spection, all threats were
confirmed to be hoaxes.”

“Legal action has been
initiated against those
responsible for these false
alarms to ensure strict
measures against misuse
and to maintain the safety
and security of passen-
gers and airport opera-
tions,"” she said.
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7 flights get
threat calls,
19 in 3 days

DC CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, MUMBAI,
OCT. 16

As many as seven flights
received bomb threats on
Wednesday taking the
number of flights impact-
ed to 19 in three days,
with the Union govern-
ment asserting that the
law enforcement agen-
cies are actively pursu-
ing all cases and the
Mumbai Police arresting
a minor for issuing
threats to three flights.

Some flights were dela-
ved, diverted and retur-
ned mid-way in the wake
of bomb threats received
through social media,
sending security agenc-
ies into a tizzy, The Delhi
Police has registered an
FIR in connection with
bomb threats to several
flights, Bomb threats
were received by at least
three IndiGo flights, two
SpiceJet flights and an
Akasa Air flight on
Wednesday.
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MHA seeks reports on series of bomb hoax calls to airlines

TDG HETWORK

HEY DELHI

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs on Wednesday songht
a report from the Mingstry
ol Civil Avialion on o series
of bomb threats to various
airlines acrnss the country

I the last 45 hours, atleast
13 bomb threats have been
reveived by various airlines
on domestic and interna-
tional routes, all found to be
hoaxes,

Asendor official has con-
firmed that MHA has in-
structed the Minmstry of Civil
Aviation, Central Industrial
Security Foree (C15F), Bu-

rean of Civil Avialion, Na-

tional Investigation Ageney
(MIA) and Intellipence Bu-
reaw {IB) to subimit a report
o bombs threats that have
heen received recently,

However, seniorofficials of

MoCA have informed MIA
officials regarding the mat-
ter andd also provided fimely

uprlales,

“Senior officials of MHA
have instructed all ron-
cerned security agencies In
the aviation scetor to pre-
pare & report on the matter
anvdl subandt it an the earliest,
The investigalion will be
monitored by the ceniral
intelligence agency to find

out if it was a conspiracy tn
damage the reputation In-
dinn aviation seclor,” said
thi offieial.

The afficial added that they
have also alerted cyber units
Lo b won alert amd track the
socil media accounts post-
ing threats. Most of the ac-
counts that have posted
threals were lound o be
operated from outside the
country. They have got these
accounks suspended as soon
they come to notice,

O Wednesday, two flights
received bomb threats and
Lhey were Lirned back and
divertod for scourity clear-
ance,

Akaza Air apolesperson
soid, “Akasa Adr Qight OF
1335, Mying from Delhi to
Bengaluru on October 16,
2024, and carrying 174 pas-
sengers, Jinfants and 7 oew
rwnbers on board, reveived
a security alert. The Akasa
Air Emergency Response
leams are monitoring the
situatinn and have advised
the pilot to divert the flight o
Indira GandhiInternational
Adrport in Delba with abun-
dant precaution. The Cap-
taim is following all required
emergency procedures for
a sale landinge in Delhi and
the estimatod time of arrival
iRapproximately 14200 hrs,
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Aviation minister condemns bomb threats to flights as ‘grave concern’

TOR NETWORK

NEW DELH

Minister of Civil Aviation
K Ram Mohan MNaidu on
Wednesday expressed
concern over the recent
disruptive acts targeting
Indian airlines, affecting
domestic and international
operations

Stating thal such “mis-
chievous and unlawful"
actions are a matter of
grave concern, the minis-
ter strongly condemned
“attempts to compromnise
the safety, security and
operational integrity of the
aviation section.”

“l am deeply concerned
nwver the recent disruptive
acts targeting Tndian air-
lines, affecting the domes-
tir and international oper-
ations. Such mischievous
and unlawful aclions are
5 matter of grave coneern,

and 1 strongly condenmn
any allempls Lo compro-
mise the safety, security,
and aperational integrity
of our aviation sector,”
read a statement on MoCA
wrhisite.

MNaidu chaired a high-level
commmibtee om Monday, stal-
ing that he is monitoring
the simuation reqularty, and
the law enforcement agen-
cies are pursuing all the
rases achvely, the Union

Minister said in letter,

“In response, I chaired a
high-level committee on
Oretaber 14, comprising nf-
ficials from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), the Buresu of Civil
Axdation Security (BCAS),
the Central Inclustrial Secu-
ritv Foree (CIST), the Min-
ity of Home Adfars, and
the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion,” the letter said.

In the letter, Maidu also
informed that the Mumbag
Police has apprehended a
minor responsihle for issu-
ing bomhb threats to three
flights, and added that all
nthers responsihle for the
disruptions will be identi-
fied and duly prosecuted.

“l am monitoring the situ-
aticen regulachy, and oar law
enforcement agencies are
pursuing all the cases ac-
tively. Mumbai Police has

arfested a misor respoiai-
Tle For issuing bornb threats
targeting 3 Rights. All oth-
ers responsible for the dis-
ruptions will be identified
and duly prosecuied,” the
Lmion Minister said.

Maidu further assured
that every possihle effort
is being made to sateguard
the operations.

| arsurc all the stakchold-
ers, including passengers
and industry partners, that
every possible elTort is be
ing made to safeguard the
operations Weare commmil-
ted to enhancimy security
micasIres and maintaining
seam less coordination with
global securily agencies.
The salfely and security of
PARRECNEETS TeIMEAInS my -
minst priority,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Po-
Lice infurmed thal an FIR
hizs been registered under

gections 207 and 3514) of
the BNS, as well as section
31 dh of The Suppression
of Unlawful Acts Against
Safety of Civil Aviation
Act, 1982, in connection
with the recent hoax bomb
threat coneerning Akasa
Air flight. A detailed in-
vestigation is currently
underway, Additionally,
after coordination with
Lhe comeerned social e
dia platform, all aceounts
responsible for spreading
these false threats have
been suspended 0 prevenl
Turther misuse and ensure
public safety, the police
added. Earlier in the day,
an Akasa Adr Bight bound
[r Beryraluru from Delhs
reecived a bomb threat on
Werlnesday, adding to ase-
ries.of such threats received
by multiple airlines in the
past bwo days,
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Threats affect 7 flights on 3rd day...

'I‘hreats to7
flights on day 3;
minor detained

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Bomb
threats to flights continued
totrigger panicinthe securi-
v establishment with seven
flights of IndiGo, SpiceJet
and Akasa Air receiving the
threars on Wednesday, tak-
ing the total number of such
incidents to 19 in the past
three days.

All the threatswere found
to be hoaxes cven as the
Mumbai Police on Wednes-
day detained a minor from
Chhattisgarh in connection
with the threats posted
on social media targeting
three flights on October 14.

Prima facie, a financial
dispute with a shopkeeper
prompted the boy to create
an X account and post these
tweets, said officials.

Union Civil Aviation Min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu has
strongly condemned the
“disruptive acts targeting
Indian airlines™,

Meanwhile, Civil Aviation
Secretary Vumlunmang
Vualnamtold the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
Transport that the accused
are being identified.

» Threats, Page 5

Threats, fromPage 1

However, he said he could not
share more details due to the
sensitivity involved in the on-
going probe. Officials said the
governmentwasexploring pos-
sibilities of putting people who
are issuing such threats on a
no-flylist. Services of four Indi-
Go flights, two SpiceJet flights
and one Akasa Air flight were
impacted on Wednesdaywhile
one flight each of Vistara and
Air India Express on Tuesday
late night.

The IndiGo flights that
were affected included a Ri-
yadh-Mumbaiflight, whichwas
diverted to Muscat (Oman), a
Mumbai- Singapore and a
Chennai-Lucknow flight that
landed at respective destina-
tionsanda Delhi-Mumbaiflight
that was diverted to Ahmed-

abad. Akasa Air said its flight
QP 1335 was flying from Delhi
to Bengaluru when the bomb
threat was received following
which the airline’s Emergency
Response Teams advised the
pilottoreturn to Delhi.

Anemergencywasdeclared
at the airport as per protocol
for the aircraft after the bomb
threat which turned out to be
a hoax. Two flights of SpiceJet
— Leh-Delhi and Darbhan-
ga-Mumbai — also received
bomb threats during the day.

AVistara flight from Delhito
Hong Kong received a security
threat through social media
on Tuesday night while an
Air India Express flight from
Kochi to Dubai also received
athreat. Meanwhile, the Delhi
Police have registered a casein
connection with the series of
threats.
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No-Fly List to be Among Penal

Actions for Hoax Bomb Calls

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Ministry of Civil
Aviation 1s planning to impose
stringent penal rules, including
putting bomb threat perpetrators
on the no-fly list, to prevent hoax
security threats after over a dozen
airlines received bomb threats
over 48 hours this week.

“Opinions are being sought from
all stakeholders, including other
ministries, to ensure strict action
in such cases,” civil aviation min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu said on
the sidelines of an aviation event
Thursdayv.

At least four aircraft received
bomb threat alert and were found to
be hoax on Thursday. An Air India
flight from Mumbai to London was
escorted by Royal Air Force planes
after it received a threat. More than

14 such incidents have been report-
ed over the last 36 hours.

“Five Air India flights received a
security threat on social media to-
day. These have been duly reported
to the regulatory bodies and all
laid down procedures werestrictly
followed... All the five flights have
made a safe landing. Air India ac-
cords top priority to the
safety and security of its
passengers and crew,”
an Al official said.

Hoax bomb alerts cause diversion
and delays of aircraft, resulting in
financial losses and inconvenience
toairlines and passengers.

While aviation security agency
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) had earlier proposed that
the accused of hoax bomb alert be
put on a no-fly list, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation is working on a suit-
ableregulation to execute that.

A
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Winter is Coming! Airlines Unlikely
to Meet Rising Passenger Demand

Capacity fall mainly due to SpiceJet flight reduction, delay in new aircraft delivery

Our Bureau Ta : : -
e(’ Air India

: + SIow k ﬂ group consists Akasa AI r
New Delhi: The modest increase Flights per week WINTER of Air India, ®
LIL ﬁf&ﬁﬂ}c Eégaﬁi tgiskjémﬂggg Airline 2023 | 2024 % Change Eirpgg;a& 1 DEd ?30 L
with payssenger demand, iicll)ust IndiGo 13,119 | 13,691 441 Vistara, Mumbai: The DGCA on
ryexecutivessaid citing the sche- SpiceJet 2.132 . 1,297 m_ Others include Thursday fined Akasa Air
du}e {'Eseasitii }ljythe }?WIIHTIRHDE Air Indiagroup 6,209 ' 7611 225 < Flybig, Fly91 ¥30lakhforregulatory viola
e Alnes aveplanned  [asaAr 750 s Sionea| | tions The panalty s base
during the winter season, an in- Alliance Air 914 out on May 20 which found
crease of 5.37% over scheduled Others 303 many breaches.

flights last winter and 3% over
the ongoing summer schedule,
the executives said, referring to
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA)data.

Capacity reduction by SpiceJet
and ongoing supply chain chal-
lenges delaying delivery of new
aircraft are the main reasons
why carriers are struggling to in-
crease total flights, they said.

The winter season-from Octo-
ber 27 till March 29-runs from
last Sunday of October till Satur-
day of March.

Air India Express will see the
highest capacity addition among
all airlines during the winter sche-
dule, with a 46% year-on-year in-
crease in weekly domestic flights.

The Tata Group, which includes
Alr India, Vistara and Air India
Express, will operate 7,611 flights,
accounting for a 32% share. Ac-
cording to the transformation
plan announced by Air India
CEO Campbell Wilson, the com-
bined entity was eyeing a 30%
share of the domestic market.

Market leader IndiGo, which
carriessixoutof 10 passengersin
the domestic sector, 1s scheduled
to operate 13,691 flights per week
this winter, 4% more than in the
vear-ago period.

Ontheotherhand, cash-strapped
Spicedet, which recently secured
a lifeline through a 3,000 crore
share sale, is set to reduce flights
by a sharp 38% year-on-year this
winter, negating much of the ca-
pacity addition by other carriers.

Airline executives and experts,
however, said the muted increase

Source; ﬂGUﬁ' I'

IE—— TSNS

inflightsaugurs well for the indust-
ry. “The current schedule is more
realistic and in sync with business
plans for airlines which would pre-
vent hoarding of airport slots,” sa-
id Ameya Joshi, founder of avia-
tion blog Network Thoughts.

He attributed the modest capa-
city increase to the reduction by
Spicedet, which, he said, was in

. dEEEEn
/1

any case not operating flights as
originally planned.

“According to the published
winter schedule, airlines will
operate 3,572 daily flights. In
summer, it was around 3,390
flights a day, but on average the-
re were 3,000 flights per day,” sa-
id an airline executive, who did
not wish to be identified.

The violations include con:
ducting practical training
for technical instructors
and pilots without the requi
red ATRP approvals, excee:
ding permissible training
hours, and appointing ex
aminers not qualified for
CAT /11l operations. Despi
tebeing given multiple chan-
ces to address these issues,
Akasa Alr's responses to the
DGCA were deemed unsatis-
factory. - Our Bureau
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Bomb hoax cases: offenders
could be put on a no-ly list

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

Inter-ministerial consulta-
tions are under way (o
make amendments to the
Aircraft Act, 1934 and sub-
ordinate legislation to en-
sure a five-year imprison-
ment and placing
offenders on a no-fly list
for hoax bomb threats to
flights, highly placed
sources in the Ministry of
Civil Aviation said on
Thursday.

Over 30 bomb threats
were posted for various In-
dian airlines in the past
four days. The threats were
issued to six Air India Ex-
press flights, five Air India
flights, two Vistara flights
and two IndiGo flights on
Thursday.

“Opinions  are  being
sought from all quarters
for changes to rules and
regulations to ensure strict
action in such cases,” Civil
Aviation Minister Ramimo-
han Naidu told pressper-

Operations hampered: Various Indian airlines received over 30
bomb threats in four days. FILE FHOTD

sons on the sidelines of an
event here. He said the go-
vernment wanted to en-
sure deterrence for mis-
creants  posting  false
threats.

5-year term proposed

An official of the Ministry
said the Union Home Mi-
nistry had taken up a pro-
posal from the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security for a
five-year imprisonment for
those who are chargesh-
eeted in hoax bomb threat
cases. It is consulting the
Law Ministry for amend-
ments to the Aireraft Act,

1934 and the Aircraf
Rules, 1937

A second proposal tha
has been mooted is placing
offenders on a no-fly list ir
order to bar them from ai
travel.

The officials said tha
though the Suppression o
Unlawful Acts Against Safe
ty of Civil Aviation Act
1982 provides for life impri
sonment for threatening
safety at airports or dis
rupting any service at air
ports, it was too stringent ¢
punishment for hoax call:
and would not stand lega
scruting.
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Jet scrambled, now in UK,
as threats dog Indian flights

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An Air India flight
from Mumbai to London was
briefly asked to go into a hold-
ing pattern and was intercepted
by a Royal Air Force fighter jet
on Thursday — the fourth day
when a string of hoax threats
made against Indian carriers
continued and triggered secu-
rity scares at multiple airports.

Since Monday, several
domestic and international
flights of Indian carriers,
including Air India, IndiGo, Vis-
tara, Spicelet and Akasa Air
have had to be diverted, delayed
or taken to holding for a secu-
rity sweep after anonymous

AIR INDIA SAID
FIVE OF ITS
FLIGHTS WERE
AFFECTED, WHILE
VISTARA & INDIGO
CONFIRMED 1 EACH

social media users, particularly
on X, claimed there were explo-
sives on board.

On Thursday, Air India con-
firmed five of its flights had
been affected, while Vistara and
IndiGo confirmed one each.
Between Monday and Wednes-
day, at least 17 flights were
named in similar hoaxes.

“Five Air India flights
received a security threat on

social media today. These have
been duly reported to the regu-
latory bodies and all laid down
procedures were strictly fol-
lowed as per guidance of the
regulatory bodies. All the five
flights have made a safe land-
ing. Air India is committed to
and accords top priority to the
safety and security of its passen-
gers and crew,” the airline said
in a statement.

In all cases, thorough checks
found no suspicious objects. But
that such disruption continued
for a fourth day exposesa stark
vulnerability: perpetrators who
have heavily masked their inter-
net presence have carefully tar-
geted flights that are in the air,

continued on 313

BOMB HOAXES
triggering a frenzy.

Airline officials have indi-
cated that diversions and
delays cost thousands of dol-
lars of losses per hour while
security experts believe
repeated scrambling can strain
security services, hampering
safety of lives and raising the
chances of human error.
Experts and officials also have
called for exemplary action to
create a powerful deterrence.

The Royal Air Force on
Thursday issued a statement in
connection with flight AI-129
that was intercepted. “We can
confirm that RAF Quick Reac-
tion Alert Typhoon fighter air-
craft from RAF Coningsby
were launched this afternoon,
to investigate a civilian air-
craft,” a Royal Air Force
spokesperson said, according
to news agency PTL

Following an uneventful
interception, the aircraft was
released to continue to its orig-
inal destination under the
direction of civilian air traffic
control, the spokesperson
added.

Audio of the passenger jet's
crew alerting air traffic control
to the potential threat was
recorded by a Dutch plane
spotter. In it, the captain can
be heard telling ground con-
trollers: “We have a suspected
bomb on board, requesting
priority landing.”

It continued: “We have a
bomb threat. Air India 129 is
requesting descent.”

According to Flightradar24,
the Air India jet was over the
North Sea when it changed
course and circled over Nor-
folk and parts of Suffolk sev-
eral times before landing at
London Heathrow roughly 1
hour and 32 minutes behind
schedule.

A loud sonic boom was
reported across Norfolk as the
fighter jets raced to intercept
the airliner, BBC reported.

In Mumbai, two interna-
tional arrivals were subject to
security check after they were
the subject of similar threats.
This included a Vistara service,
flight UK 028 from Frankfurt,
and Indigo’s 6E-18 from Istan-
bul.

On Wednesday, seven flights
were similarly targeted, and an
equal number were affected
the day before, including one
Air India Express flight that
was intercepted by Singapore
Air Force's F-15 fighter jets,
and an Air India service to
Chicago that landed at a
remote Canadian town.

The 200 passengers on the
Chicago-bound Air India flight
were eventually taken to their
destination by a Canadian mili-
tary plane the following day.

Civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu described the
matter as being of “grave con-
cern” following a high-level
meeting on Wednesday.

On Thursday, he added:
“Action is being taken on this.
We can’t comment on any kind
of a conspiracy but from what-
ever little bit we know these
calls are coming from some
minors and pranksters, These
are all minor and isolated inci-
dents”.

“There is no kind of conspir-
acy that we can comment on.
From our side, we are going to
see what best we can do. We
are talking to the airlines,
security agencies, within the
ministry also. Consultations
are going on,” he added,
according to ANL

Aviation security officials
said the threats follow a simi-
lar pattern, HT reported on
Thursday.

The hoaxes are communi-
cated mostly via social media
posts made from new
accounts.

News agency PTI, citing
unnamed sources, reported
late on Thursday that 10 social
media handles that issued the
threats had been suspended or
blocked by cyber security
agencies till now.

Security agencies also found
some common phrases used in
these threats, such as “blood
will spread everywhere”,
“explosive devices”, “this is not
a joke” and “you will all die”,
the report added.

AIRLINE OFFICIALS
HAVE INDICATED
THAT DIVERSIONS
AND DELAYS COST
THOUSANDS OF
DOLLARS OF
LOSSES PER HOUR
& RAISE HUMAN
ERROR CHANCES
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Agencies look for pattern
in bomb threats to airlines

Neeraj Chauhan
lettars@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI: The Union
government planned to increase
deployment of air marshals on
flights, investigation agencies
examined if they could establish
a “pattern”, and the Delhi Police
registered multiple FIRs over
hoax calls amid a spate of bomb
threats, people aware of the mat-
ter said on Wednesday.

The bomb scares continued
on Wednesday as seven flights
— IndiGo's 6E 74 (Riyadh to
Mumbai), 6E 101l (Mumbai to
Singapore), 6E 515 (Chennai to
Lucknow), 6E 651 (Delhi to
Mumbai); Akasa Air's QP 1335
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An IndiGe aircraft after it made an emergency landing following
a bomb threat, at Jaipur airport on Tuesday. FTI

(Delhi to Bengaluru ); Spicelet’s
5G 124 (Leh to Delhi), 3G 116
(Darbhanga to Mumbai) — were
warned of explosives on board
through social media posts. This
took the total number of such

threats to at least 17 in three
days . All the threats turned out
to be hoax.

“I am deeply concerned over
the recent disruptive acts targeting

continued on 313

BOMB THREATS

Indian airlines, alfecting the
domestic and international opera-
tions. Such mischievous and unlaw-
ful actions are a matter of grave
concern, and [ strongly condemn
any attempts to compromise the
safety, security, and operational
integrity of our aviation sector,” civil
aviation minister K Rammohan
Naidu said ina statement.

According to people aware of the
matter, airport operators, officals
from the Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS), ﬂn'punb
Au&mm:fhﬁm(ﬁ.ﬁh ministry of
}mmafﬁms{'fvﬂ{h},(hwdhﬂs—
trial Security Force (CISF), Intelli-
genee Burean and police held a
series of meetings in the past 24
hours todiscuss the threats, which
have disrupted air travel this week.

“There is a pattern behind the
messages. A threat is given using
social media or through a phone
call, and then suddenly similar
threats start to appear within a
shortspan of time. VENs have been
used to post the messages to avoid
being traced. We are analysing the
pattern, and investigation agencies
are coordinating to locate the
source (s) of threats,” said an avia-
tion security officer, who was part
of the discussions. He added that
to “definitely disturb the aviation
sector, create panic, and keep the
condition of anonymity, a senior
intelligence officer said the bomb
threats appeared to be a part of a
ploy toinerease the burden on secu-
rity agencies. “There has been chat-
ter in anti-India circles to issue
bomb threats to unsettle the avia-
tion sector,” the official said.

On Monday, seven flights were
diverted, delayed, or subjected toa
search after posts on social media
said they hard bombs on board. In

all of these cases, the threats came
frommone X account, @schizobomb-
e 777, which was suspended during
the day. The account, with no other
identifier, was created earlier this
muonth. Naidusaid the government
‘was keeping a close watch on the
situation. “We are commitied to
maintaining the highest security
standards and passenger safety
renains our iopmost priority.” he
sald, Police have also been asked o
take stern action against those
found guilty of making the hoax
calls, people aware of the matier
said. The IGI Alrport police said thar
they registered multiple cases on
Wednesday over separate bomb
threats received by the airport in the
last month. A detailed investiga-
tion is currently underway. After
coordimating with the concemed
social media platfoom, all accounts
responsible for spreading these
false threats have been suspended
o prevent further misuse,” Com-
missioner of Police (DCP), IGT Adr-
port Usha Rangnani said

The Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), 2023, consists of stringent
punishments to deter hoax calls.
The Act's Section 353, which
addresses "statements conducing io
public mischief”, lists punishment
for those who deliberately spread
false information that can lead o
public alarm or unrest. A hoax call
thiat falsely warms of a bomb threat
falls under this category and can
face up to three vears in prison, a
fimse, or both. Amother key provision,
Section 351, deals with criminal
intimidation, which encompasses a
range of threats designed to instil
fear. In cases where these threats
Include death, grievous Injury or
arson, the punishment can extend
L £ SEVEN Years,

As partof the crackdown against
hoax calls, the Mumbai police
detained a minor and a man from

i on Tuesday over the
bamb threat to three flights from
Mumibal oo Monday. Officers said
their ivestigation revealed that the
I7-vear-old created a fake account in
the name of his neighbour and
posted the threats.

On Wednesday, IndiGo received
bomb threats for four flights,
including the Rivadh-Mumbai
flight thar was diverted to Muscat.
“Theaircrafi has been isolated. and
all passengers have been safely dis-
embarked,” anairine:
sald. An Abssa Adr flight enroute to
Bengaluru returned to Delhi on
Wednesday afternoon following a
bomb threat. A SpiceJet spokesper-
son said the airline’s X handle
received a direct message indicating
@ bomb threat concerning two
[lights ~one was Lefr-Delhi and the
other was Darbangha-Mumbal. All
the threats proved to be fake.
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Centre working to identify

those behind bomb threats

Law enforcement agencies pursuing the case actively, says Civil Aviation Minister Rammohan
Naidu: Canadian Air Force comes to the aid of Air India passengers diverted to remote airport

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

anada on Wednes-

day deployed a

CC-330 aircraft of
the Royal Canadian Air
Force to fly over 200 pas-
sengers of an Air India Del-
hi-Chicago flight to their
destination after a bomb
threat forced it to divert to
an airport in remote
Iqaluit.

More flights in India re-
ceived bomb threats on the
third consecutive day, tak-
ing the total of such calls to
at least 15, though most
were declared hoaxes.

On the recent spate of
bomb threats, Civil Avia-
tion Minister Rammohan
Naidu posted on X, “We
are monitoring the situa-
tion. Our law enforcement
agencies are pursuing the
case actively.”

The Minister held a
meeting with officials of
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation,
the Central Industrial Se-
curity Force, and the
Home and Civil Aviation
Ministries.

The Canadian military
plane took off from the Iqa-
luit airport around mid-
night and reached Chicago

An Indigo aircraft from Saudi Arabia after it made an emergency
landing following a bomb threat at Jaipur airport on Tuesday. PTI

at 7.50 a.m. The diversion
meant that the passengers
reached their destination
over 36 hours after depart-
ing New Delhi at 3 a.m. on
Tuesday.

“We thank the Canadian
authorities and the author-
ities at Igaluit airport for
their support and assis-
tance extended to the pas-
sengers and Air India dur-

ing this unexpected
disruption,” a statement
from Air India said.

At least six more flights
received bomb threats on
Wednesday. These includ-
ed three IndiGo flights: 6E
651 Mumbai to Delhi, 6E
1011 Mumbai to Singapore,
and 6E 74 from Riyadh to
Mumbai.

Akasa Air’s QP 1335 Del-
hi to Bengaluru, and two
other SpiceJet flights too
received similar threats.
These were all declared
hoax and the aircraft al-
lowed for flight operations.

On Tuesday, six flights
received bomb threats in-
cluding Air India Express’s
Madurai to Singapore
flight.

Usha Rangnani, the DCP
of Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport in Delhi, said
that their team has res-
ponded to seven incidents
involving bomb threats in
October so far.

A detailed investigation
is currently under way.
(With inputs from
Samridhi Tewari)

Flight bomb
threat hoax:
Chhattisgarh
teen detained

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

A 17-year-old boy from
Chhattisgarh was detained
for allegedly posting bomb
threat messages on the X
handles of Indigo and Air
India on Monday, the Ban-
dra Police said on Wednes-
day.

After tracing the opera-
tor of the X handle, the
Mumbai Police asked the
boy’s father to bring him to
Mumbai for the bomb
threat investigation.

He was presented be-
fore the Juvenile Justice
Board, Dongri, and re-
manded till October 24.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police, Zone 8, Maneesh
Kalwaniya said, “Prima fa-
cie, the motive appears to
be a financial dispute. The
boy, who made threats un-
der the fake ID, wanted to
implicate another person,
Fazluddin Nirban, with
whom he had dispute over
business.”
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HOAX BOMB THREATS TO VARIOUS FLIGHTS FROM INDIA

No-fly list on govt table as it mulls stricter norms

8 flights receive threats, at
least 34 cases qﬂ far this week

SUKALPSHARMA
MNEW DELHI,OCTOBERTY

GIVEN THE spate af hoax bomb
threats tolndian aidines’ Mights
this week, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation [ MoCA) is exploring
wiays 1o make regulations more
stringent toenalble harsher pun-
ishments for those behind such
threats. Apart from tweaking
rules under its control, including
those of the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Secunty {BCAS), the
ministry i also in constant dis-
cussions with other key depan-
ments, including the home and
law ministries, asenior MoCA ol
ficial said Thursday,

One ol the fistmeasures that
15 understood to be in the works
isinclusion ofthose behind hoao
bomb threats in the no-My list,
which essentially would ban
them from Mying on Indian car-
riers' flights, Currently, the no-fiy
listis maintained only for unrly
passengers, including anyone

4y Union Chvil
Aviation
Minister
Ram Mohan
Maidu

making a bomb threat while on
hoard, However, itdoes not cover
those sending bomb threats
from outside through calls, so-
cial media, and emails, among
others.

Currently, such hoax bomb
threats are dealt with in accor-
dance with the country's crimi-
nal laws, as there are no legal
provisions dealing specifically
with bomb threats to aircrafr,
said the official, who spokeon
the condition of anonymity.
While the standard operating
procedures and secunty proto-
cols are well-delined once a
threat has been recaved, there
is mot muchin regulations o pre-
vent hoax bomb threats to air-
crafl

“We want rules that can act
asa detement_ we wantto setan
example so thatno one thinks of
committing such mischevous
acts,” sad the MoCAofficial. The
official added thatwith access in
social mediaand VPN services, it
has become quite casy for mis-
creants 1o send oul anomymous
bomb threats, while making it
difficult for the security agencies
to track them

“We are looking at what we
cando a ourend intenmsol civil
aviation regulations..our legal
team isworkingonit and we ane
intouch with the aw ministryas
well We are also talking to the
MHA[ Ministryo [Home Allairs)
asinternal sscunty s under thar
purviey. Theyare also looking at
the cybersecurity part.” the
MoCA official said. The govem-
ment is also sudying anti-hoax
provisions that are followed in
various other countries, which
can be incorporated in the regu-
lations in India, the official
added.

SUKALP SHARMA
NEWDELHI, OCTOBER1?

THE SPATE af baomb threats to
Rights ol Ind ian airlines continued
on Thursday with at least 14
flights receiving threats via social
media Theseinc ude six Rights of
Aur India Express, five flighesal Air
India, two of Vistara, and one of
IndiGo, With Thursday's inci-
dents, the number of confirmed
instances of bomb threats to
Indian carniers flights this week
has risen toat least 34. All the
threats came from unvenfied and
ANDMINIOUS ACCoUnts on social
media platform X

“Anumberal Air India flights
received a security threat on so-
cial media today... All the five
fights have made a safe landing,
Air India is commitied w and ac-

cord s iop prority to the safery and
security of its passengers and
crew,” an Air India official said,

“Vistara Might UK 028...was
subject to a security threat e
ceived on social media As per
protocol, all relevant autharities
were immed iate ly informed.
The arcraft safely landed at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Intemational Airport, Mumbai
and was taken (o the isolation
bay where all customers were
disembarked,” a Vistara
spokesperson said,

“Right GE 18, operating from
Istanbul w Mumbai receivedase-
curity-related alert. Upon landing,
the aircraft was solated, and all
passengers were safely disem-
barked... Weworked dosey with
the authonities.” IndiGo said ina
statemnent, FULL STORY ON

www.ind ianexpress.com
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Centre mulls banning hoax
threat culprits from flights

Indian airlines received over 27 bomb threats in four days via email, social media, calls

T
rihirmshrafosmnt com

MEW DELHI

oncerned over an alirmingrse inthe

rumbserofbamb hoases, the govern:

ment isdiscussing multiple solutions

iocheck thismisance by adopting the

best global practices and banning
people making such threats from flying.

Thie civil aviation ministry isstudying the best
misdel available slobally and it s also inalls with
the Intermational Civil Aviation Crganization
(ICAO o strongthen the: Indim model ofhandline
such cases, said top government officials.

“This is Inconvenience not just to passengers
and airlmes but forevery stakebolder. The aviation
and hoe manistries and seourity regulator Burean
of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) are working at
miultiple bevels to not just check this menace but
bringz inencugh punishments to discourage pedoe

plefromdoingit,” said a top government official,
whospole on the condition of anonymity.
While the aviation ministry is bringing penal
provisions for people involved in making these
catlls, the home ministry and security agencies ane
speaking lovirtual private network (VPN service
providers (o ascer
tain the location of

national fihts—one each by IndiGo and Vistara
received bomb threat calks. Air India said five of
their fighits received threat calls todiay.

It comld be acase where some how threat calls
were made and others followed it, maybe just (o
inconvenience someone’s fight trip, a seniorgoy

ermment  official
said, “Look at the

these messages. The Aviation |'|'||I'|i5:r':,.|' 5 E:I—I'j'}"'r'g the best case of the minor

home ministry is
also bookingz at mles
under the existing
cvber bws to deter
people makingsuch

global practices andit's also in talks
with ICAQ to strengthen the Indian
model of handling such cases

arrested by Mumbi
police—we need (o
ensure Lhat there are
enough consequen
ces built in in the

threats.

Mot threats comevia VN, which encrypls data
and masks [P addresses 1o create a seoure conmes
tion between devices over the interned.

Inclizn aidines received over 27 bomb threats in
four dayvsthrough emal, social meedia and calls and
all eof thern tuermed ot to bee heere. Today, twointer

system todetersuch
people,” the official added.

The Mumbai Police detained the 17-vear-old
boy from Chhattisgmich— he s suspectod of issuing
abomb threat toan A s bt via social media,

For an extended version of this stery, go o
livemint.com
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GOVT EXPLORING STRICTER NORMS

Bomb threats: Civil Aviation ministry
may put perpetrators on no-fly list

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Faced with a
spate of hoax bomb threats
to airlines, the Civil Aviation
ministry ]:r]ans to pul in place
strict norms to prevent such
incidents, including placing the
perpetrators on the no-fly list.

In four days, more than 20
”IE.'J.'I.[E of various Indian airines
received bomb threats, includ-
ing international !].ighis-. and
some of them were diverted.
Most of the threats have turned
out to be hoaxes.

Against this backdrop, the
ministry isluu]ung ala.mrmﬂng
existing rules, induding those
related to the Burean of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS), in
order {o ensure stringent pun-

ishments are in place for the cul-
prits, official sources said
Placing individuals mak-
ing hoax bomb threats in the
airlines’ no-fly list is one of
the proposals being looked at.
Sources also said legal opin-
ions are being gathered with
respect o ITLE]i.‘iIlB the cha.ngrs
inn the rules. The provisions
being followed in foreign

countries to deal with hoax
bomb threats are also being
examined by the ministry.

Further, if necessary, leg-
islative amendments will be
explored [or having a strong
deterrent to prevent peo-
ple from making hoax bomb
threats to airines.

Currently, there are strict
norms against unruly passen-

In four days, more
than 20 flights of
various Indian airlines
received bomb
threats, including
international flights

ger behaviour onboard flights
but there are no specific provi-
stons under the aviation regu-
lations to deal with instances
where a bomb threat has come
from outside sources such as
soctal media. Al present, the
actions against hoax bomb
threat incidents are taken by
the police under criminal laws.

Continued on P4

Bomb threats

Oificials said that discus-

slons are going on with home and
law ministries while inputs are
being gathered from airlines. On
Wednesday, Civil Aviation Minis-
ter K Rammwohan Naidu said law
enforcement agencies are actively
pursuing all cases of bomb threats
against airlines and the govern-
ment s closely monitoring the
situation. He also condemned any
attempl o compromise the salely,
security and operational integrity
of the aviation sector.

WITH AGENCY INFUTS
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Bomb threats on 7 more planes

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI/ MUMBAL: As
many as seven flights received
bomb threats on Wednesday
taking the number of flights
impacted to 19 in three days,
with the Union government
asserting that the law enforce-
ment agencies are actively pur-
suing all cases and the Mumbai
Police detaining a minor for
issuing threats to three flights.
Some flights were delayed,
diverted and returned mid-way
in the wake of bomb threats
received through social media,
sending security agencies into
a tizzy. The Delhi Police has
registered an FIR in connec-
tion with bomb threats to sev-
eral flights in the last two days
and has launched a probe.

Bomb threats were received
by at least three IndiGo flights,
two Spicefet flights and an
Akasa Air flight on Wednes-
day. IndiGo's Riyadh-Mumbai
flight was diverted to Muscat
due to the threat.

Civil Awiation Minis-
ter K Rammohan Naidu on
Wednesday said law enforce-
ment agencies are activel
pursuing all cases of bom
threats against airlines and the

government is closely moni-
toring the situation.

With at least 19 flights oper-
ated by Indian carriers receiving
bomb threats in three days that
later turned out to be hoaxes,
he also said the Mumbai police
have detain a minor responsible
for issuing bomb threats target-
ing three flights.

“All others responsible for
the disruptions will be identi-
fied and duly prosecuted,’ the
minister said in a statement as
he strongly condemned any
attempt to compromise the
safety, security and operational
integrity of the aviation sector.

The issue of multiple hoax
threat messages to various air-
lines came up before a par-
liamentary committee on
Wednesday. Continued on P&

Bomb threats

On Wednesday afternoon, a
Bengaluru-bound Akasa Air flight
carrying 184 people returned to
Delhi following a bomb threat.

“Akasa Air flight QP 1335, fly-
ing from Delhi to Bengaluru on
October 16, 2024, and carrying
174 passengers, 3 infants and 7
crew members on board, received
a security alert,” an airline spokes-
person said in a statement.

In Delhi, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (IGI) Usha Rang-
nani said, "Airport police has
responded to eight incidents
involving reported bomb threats
this month. After thorough verifi-
cations and inspection, all threats
were confirmed to be hoaxes.”

“Legal action has been initi-
ated against those responsible for
these false alarms to ensure strict
measures against misuse and to
maintain the safety and security
of passengers and airport opera-
tions,” she said.

On Monday, Naidu chaired

a high-level meeting that was
attended by officials from the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS), Central
Industrial Security Force (CISE),
Ministry of Home Affairs and
Civil Aviation.

“T assure all the stakeholders,
including passengers and industry
partners, that every possible effort
is being made to safeguard the
operations,” he said in the state-
ment on Wednesday.

One flight of Vistara and Air
India Express also received the
threats.

In total, nine flights received
bomb threats on Tuesday and
one of them, Air India’s AT 127
flight from Delhi to Chicago, was
diverted to an airport in Can-
ada. The stranded passengers at
the Igaluit airport were ferried to
Chicago by a Canadian Air Force

lane.

On Tuesday, an Air India
Express flight [X 684 from Madu-
rai to Singapore received a bomb
threat. Singapore Armed Forces
had scrambled two fighter jets to
escort the Air India Express plane
away from populated areas before
it landed safely at Singapores
Changi airport.

Three flights received bomb
threats on Monday. WITH AGENCY INPUTS
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Bomb threats

to 7 flights, IP
address traced
to UK, Germany

SHENHAR SINGH &
MUKESH RANIAN o mew Dats

FOR a fourth stralpht day on
Thursiday, multiple lights of
domestic airlines received
tovmib threstts, frigpering panic
ABong paskengery. Among the
Mights that received thrents
Fousr were ol Alr Indla Express
wa ol Vistars and o Dndigo.
Albr Imidla said “a number of”
thedr flights received hoax
threas, bt A% ot specily the
muErer, alrinse spurces aid

“onumberof AfrIndin fights
peceied a security tliveal onso-
cdal modin todoy These have
been duly reported (o the regi-
Intory badies and all lxid down
procediures wers stricily fol
lowed as per guidance of the
regatory hodies, All Nights
have mmds n safe lamiing "
AdrTndio offielnl said.

In response, 1ntelllgence
apencles clalm o have found
that the IFP addresses [rom
where the haax calls were made
originated Oom Gernsany and
thar UK. sources said. The me
tlroriti=s have suspended or
flacked mbhout 140 =acin] med in
Banpiles for posd ng theeats, al-
ficial sources smul. Following
the ldentiflcation of the 10ca-
tion=ofl the [P adiresses, saure
esi maddl, the nitEal probe el
ltshed that the throats were
postef] fmm thoed s parate hon
dles oned twoof them have been
traesd] b common TP addmeses
1 the UK afnd Gerinany

Initedligence apencies have
also found same commck Lives
and worils used in these ke
Whireats Like “bombs”, “eqlos fve
devices", “chis is Aol o joke™
“bilood Will spread everyw here”,
and “yop will all de” and “bomb
rakhwn dia bal (Hndl for bamb
s beeseny pilaced)

Thee s il sl in b Bes e
being “analysed” by a joimt
teram of cvber saxperts, Burea
of Civil Aviation Secarity
wnd intelligrnee agencies fnl
Iewlng the inputs
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DGCA releases 2024 domestic winter flight schedule

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation {(DGCA) on
Thursday released Domestic
Winter Schedule 2024, in
which Indian carriers will
operate 25,007 flights every
week to and from 124 airports
in  the winter schedule
starting October 27, higher by
three per cent, than the (ights
operated during summer
period  this year In
comparison to the winter
schedule 2023, the number of
flights has increased by 537
per cenl As per Winter
Schedule 2024 (effective from
27th October 2024 ull 29th
March 2025) of the scheduled
domestic airlines has been
finalized after the slot
conference meeting held in
September 2024

"Out of these 124 airporls,
Pondicherry  airport  is
proposed by the scheduled
airlines whereas operations

from Pakyong and Tezpur
airport were suspended in the

winter schedule 2024
DGCA said in a release.
Maore than half of the total
25,007 domestic departures
per week during the winter
schedule will be handled by
IndiGo.

The Gurugram-
headquartered airline will see

the

13,691 departures per week,
up 4.91 per cent from 13,050
departures per week in the
on-going summer schedule.
Also, Tata Group, which
currently has three airlines —
Air India, its subsidiary Air
India Express and, its JV
airline with 5IA Vistara - will
have a total of 7611
departures per week during

this winter, as per the DGCA.
Of this, Air India will handle
2586 departures per week,
1352 per cenl more
compared to 2,278 departures
per week in the summer
schedule of this year, while
Adr India Express (which saw
the merger of AIX connect
with it this month) will see
2832 departures per week

during the winter schedule,
up 16.21 per cent from 2,437
departures per week in the
summer schedule of 2024,
Vistara, however, will see 5.64
per cent less deparfures per
week at 2,193 from 2,324
departures per week in the
summer of this year, it said,
Budget carrier Spicefet will
also handle less number of
departures at 1,297 per week
from 1,657 departures per
week in the summer schedule
of this year, a drop of 21.73
per cent, according to the
DGCA. Akasa Air, as per the
DGCA, has filed for 989
departures per week for the
winter schedule of 2024,
which would be an increase of
9.52 per cent compared to the
summer schedule. Out of
these 124 airports,
Pondicherry  airport is
proposed by the scheduiled
airlines whereas operations
from Pakyong and Terxpur
airport were suspended in the
Winter Schedule 2024



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER

LUCKNOW

17 OCTOBER 2024

OMB HOAXES A RED HERRING?

Multiple airlines get 19 bomb threats in 48 hours, eight FIRs filed, three arrests

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

ultiple bomb threats
Mcontinucd to disrupt
airline operations in

the country for the third
consecutive day. Eight flights,
four of IndiGo, two of
SpiceJet and one of Akasa Air,
received bomb threats on
Wednesday, leading to long
delays and diversions. All the
threats turned out to be
hoaxes. However, there was
panic amongst air passengers.
It is not clear what triggered
the sudden surge in hoax
bomb threats since Monday.
The threat message to IndiGo
was the 19th confirmed
instance of a bomb threat to
an Indian carrier’s flight over
the past 48 hours. Worried
over a trend of surge in hoax
bomb threat messages, Delhi
Police has registered seven
FIRs at Indira Gandhi
International Airport, in
connection with bomb threats
to several domestic and
international flights in the last
two days and launched a
probe into the matter.

Accordin,
officials of Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA), Ministry of

o sources, tOP

Civil Aviation (MoCA),
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
Intelligence Bureau (IB) and
Burean of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) on
Wednesday met to discuss the
bomb threats received by
airlines. The authorities are
also planning putting the
hoax callers on ‘no-fly list’
and increasing the number of
air marshals on flights.

A unit of National Security
Guard (NSG) commandos is
deployed as air marshals
mainly on international
routes and some sensitive
domestic routes. Sky marshals
are armed plain clothes
security officers who travel on
passenger planes.

Civil Aviation Minister K.
Rammohan  Naidu on
Wednesday said the
government is  closely
monitoring the situation due
to bomb threats to flights and
asserted that all necessary

measures are taken against
such activities.

Strongly condemning the
recent bomb threats to Indian
carriers, the minister said the
Mumbai police have arrested
a minor responsible for
issuing bomb threats to three
flights and that others
responsible for disruptions
will be identified and
prosecuted. The law
enforcement agencies are
pursuing all cases actively, he
said.

In less than 24 hours, nine
flights received bomb threats
and the total count has
climbed to at least 19 in three
days. The threats have turned
out to be hoaxes. On
Wednesday, bomb threats
were received by four IndiGo
flights, two SpiceJet flights
and one flight of Akasa Air.
On Tuesday late at night, one
flight each of Vistara and Air
India Express had received
the threats. IndiGo received
bomb threats for three flights,
including  the  Riyadh-
Mumbai tight 6E 74 that was
diverted to Muscat (Oman).

“The aircraft has been
isolated, and all passengers
have been safely
disembarked,” an airline
spokesperson  said in a
statement. Another flight 6E
1011  from Mumbai to
Singapore received a sccuriti,;—
related alert and the flight
landed at Singapore.

Also, IndiGo’s flight 6E 515,
operating from Chennai to
Lucknow, received a security-
related alert. After landing at
Lucknow, the aircraft was
positioned at an isolated bay
and all passengers have been
safely disembarked.
Meanwhile, late on Tuesday, a
Mumbai-bound IndiGo flight
from the national capital was
diverted to Ahmedabad after
a bomb threat. An Akasa Air
flight enroute to Bengaluru
returned to Delhi on
Wednesday afternoon
following a bomb threat.
Earlier, three international
flights, one of Air India and
two of IndiGo, had received
bomb threats on Monday,
while another nine flights
spa.nninﬁ1 across all major
carriers had received threats
on Tuesday. All the threats
came via social media
platforms, and eventually
turned out to be fake.

This prompted Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA)to seek a
report from Ministry of Civil

Aviation (MoCA), Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF), Burean of Civil

Aviation Security, National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
and Intelligence Bureau (IB)
on bomb threats that have

been received recently,
disrupting services.
Continued on page 8

Bomb hoaxes
a red herring?

From page 1

The issue of multiple hoax
threat messages to various
airlines came up before a
parliamentary committee on
Transport, Tourism and
Culture where Civil Aviation
Secretary Vumlunmang
WVualnam cited the sensitivity
of information due to the
ongoing probe into the
matter to decline to share
more details.

Notably, most bomb threats
turn out to be fake, the
security checks, which often
take a few hours, result in
disruptions like delays and
even rescheduling of the
remainder of the flight in
some cases, which hit the
airlines  financially. On
getting a threat like this
airports/aircraft, passengers
are off-loaded from the
plane along with cabin
baggage, check-in baggage
an carjor and they are all
screened again. Engineering
and security teams also
search the plane before it is
cleared for flying again.

In the latest incident, a
Delhi-bound IndiGo aircraft
from Mumbai was diverted
to Ahmedabad after
receiving a bomb threat,
which later turned out to be
a hoax. The aircraft was
isolated, and all passengers
were safely disembarked.
After a thorough checking,
nothing suspicious was
found and the flight took-off
for Delhi on Wednesday
morning.

Soon after the flight took-off
from Mumbai on Tuesday
night, an unidentified person,
through a tweet, claimed a
bomb had been placed in the
aircraft which was carrying
nearly 200 passengers and
crew, an official from the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport here
said. After being alerted by

the Mumbai ATC, the pilots
decided to make ar
emergency landing  al
Ahmedabad airport, whick
was the closest airport wher
the flight was en-route tc
Delhi, said the official. “After

landin here during
midnight, the  aircraft
carrying nearly 20(

passengers and crew, was
thoroughly checked by the
security agencies overnight
However, nothing suspicious
was found.

The flight took-off for Delhi
at around & am today after
getting a green sign from
the security personnel,” the
official said. In a statement
IndiGo said flight 6E 651
operating from Mumbai tc
Delhi, was redirected tc
Ahmedabad due
“security-related alert”.
In another incident, nc
bomb was found aboard ar
Air India Express plane
which landed in Singapore
more than an hour after it
scheduled arrival time. A
Bengaluru-bound Akasa Air
flight with more than 18(
people on board returned tc
the National Capital or
Wednesday afternoor
following a bomb threat
Sources said the flighi
QP1335 landed safely at the
Delhi airport.

Meanwhile the Canadiar
Air Force aircraft is ferrying
191 stranded passengers ol
an Air India flight from
Igaluit airport, landed safely
in Chicago.

Intelligence sources saic
most of the social mediz
accounts that issued the
hoax bomb threats to airline:
were found to be operating
from outside the country
and were immediately
suspended. Cyber security
agencies are also on alert anc
are tracking social media
accounts that are linked tc
these false threats.

to i
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Calls from minors, pranksters:
CivilAviationMinister on
hoax bombthreattoflights

AGENCIES

MNEW DELHI 77 DCTOBER

In response to the recent
spate of hoox bomb threats
targeting various fMights,
including Indian airlines,
U nion CivilAviation Minister
Ham Mohan Naidu sald that
NECESSAry actions were being
takenand miled outany lorper
conspiracy behind these
£V Ents.

Ram Mohan Nabid i said,
“Action is being raken on
this. We can’t comment on
any kind of a conspiracy but
from whatever litile bii we
know these calls are coming
from some minors and
pranksters, These are all
miinor and solated nadents,
[here is nokind of consgrinmecy
that we can comment on
From our side, we an going
to see what best we can do.
We are talking 1othe airines,
andsecurity sgendes, within
the ministry also. Cons ulta-
tions are going on.”

&

Stating that such “mis-
chievous and unlawful”
acthons are a matter of Brave
concem, the minister arongly
condemned "attempts to
compromise the safisty, secii-
rity and operational integriry
of the aviation section,”

"l am deeply concerned
over the recent disruptive
acts torgeting Indinn nirlines,
afecting dormestic and inier-
national operations. Such
mischievous and onlawiul
acthomns are a ma et of grave
concern, and | strongly con-
demn any atte mpts to com-
promise the safety, security,
and opemtional integrity of
our aviation sector,” nead a
statemnent on the MoCAweb
sItE
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MHA seeksreportafter hoax
bomb threatsrattleairlines

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, 16 OCTOBER

The Ministry of Home Affairs
on Wednesday sought areport
from the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation on the series of bomb
threats to various airlines
across the country.

In the last 48 hours, at
least 13 bomb threats have
been received by various
airlines on domesticand inter-
national routes, all found to
be hoaxes. On Wednesday,
two more flights, a Bengalu-
ru-bound Akasa Air flight and
Delhi-bound IndiGo flight
received bomb threats.

Newsagencies, meanwhile,
reported that Mumbai police
have detained a 17-year-old
in Chhattisgarh for allegedly
issuing hoaxbomb threat calls
to three flights. The minor is
said to have made threatening
posts on social media using
hisfriend's name after adispute
between them over money.
Police are investigating if this
is connected to several other
incidents ofhoaxbomb threats

A senior official has con-
firmed that the MHA has
instructed the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), Bureau
of Civil Aviation, National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
and Intelligence Bureau (IB)
to submit a report on the
bomb threats that have been

received recently.

“Senior officials of MHA
have instructed all concerned
securityagenciesin the aviation
sector to prepare a report on
the matter and submitit at the
earliest. The investigation will
be monitored by the central
intelligence agency to find out
ifitwas aconspiracy todamage
the reputation of the Indian
aviationsector," said the official.
The official added that they
have also alerted cyber units
to track the social media ace-
ounts posting threats. Mostof
the accounts that have posted
threats were found to be op-
erated fromoutside the country.

A senior official also said
the government has decided
to double the number of air
marshals posted on flights
originating from airports across
the country.

“The fresh batch of air
marshals will be deployed on
new intemational routes added
in sensitive category based
on intelligence report. The
decision was taken after several
rounds of meetings will all
stakeholders inaviation secu-

rity," the official said.

On Wednesday, a New
Delhi-Bengaluru Akasa Air
flight (QP 1335) returned to
thecapital while Indigon's Mum-
bai-Delhi flight 6E 651 was
diverted to Ahmedabad after
they received bomb threats.

Minister of Civil Aviation
K Ram Mohan Naidu, mean-
while, expressed concern over
the recent disruptive acts tar-
geting Indian airlines, affecting
domestic and international
operations. Stating that such
“mischievous and unlawful”
actions are a matter of grave
concern, the minister strongly
condemned “attempts to com-
promise the safety, security
and operational integrity of
the aviation section”,

“Tassureall the stakeholders,
including passengers and
industry partners, that every
possible effort is being made
to safeguard the operations.
Weare committed to enhanc-
ing security measures and
maintaining seamless coor-
dination with global security
agencies. Thesafety and secu-
rity of passengers remains my
utmost priority,” he said ina
statement posted on the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation’s web-
site.

Earlier, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation held a high-level
meeting after more than 10
bamb -threats were received
on social media on Monday
anid Tuesday. '
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More flight
marshals after
bomb hoaxes

IVIRAN ANMED SHDD

Souroes sabd Uhe home min

New Delhi: The Centre has de-
cided to deploy more air mar-
ahals to bolster security on
passenger alreralt on " sens)
tive” international and domes-
the rowbes mmld the rising nom
berof bomb threis on Dights,
sources in the Union home
ministry said on Widnesdoy

Ower the past two doys, at
lesst 1 bomib thirearts B besn
meceived by varkous mirlines
an donwesthc and intemation-
al roules and all of them were
fumd to be homsees. Soane flights
were diverted while some air
lines had 10 re-scroen all the
passengers, leading o major
el and bncomvenienos

“The decision 1o increase
the pumber of air marshals
has been makon after nssess-
menl ol growing throats amd
gotting inpets fram centeal in
talligence agencies and other
stakehalders,” said a Union
home ministryofficial.

Presently, ong or 1wo
armweil security persannel
spectalised in anti-terror and
anti-hijncking measures
are deploved as alr marshals
espechlly on sensitive inter
nationil roules, biskdes n few
domestic routes on Jammu
and Kashmir and norihopst-
erm stnies

In India, flight marshals
wers introduced in [0 nlior
(b Bufjacking of Al Indis flight
IC-a14 by militants who took
it io Kandnhar, Sky marshals
traved] (i pasteiger aircrall,

The presctice of skv mar
shals |s intended in deter pnd
respond to potentinl thrests
(o elvil mviation, ensuring the
salinty of passongpers amd crow

The Union home minis
try on Wednesday sought 4
repart from the uviation
ministey afier a serigs of bomb
threats were receiviad by mul
tple aiclines over the Lisl 40
hours, disrupting services,

istry directed the civil avistion
ministry, Cenirnl Industrial
Security Force (CISF), Burean
of Civil Avistion, National In
vestigntion Agency (NLA) and
the Intelligence Bureau ([B}
o sulimibt i detalled repor on
bamb threats that have been
received recenily

“The ministry has In
strucied all concerned sicur-
ty apencies in the wintion s
for to submil n detailed roport
at the earliesl. The invesliga
ton will be monltored by the
pentral intelligence agency to
find o if it was o copspiracy
o damage the repuiation of
ilve Indian aviation secior,”™ a
ministry official sadd

A preliminary probe re-
vesled that most of the social
melin mocoumnts that {ssuad the
Faibor Do by Ehiiaat s were foiind
10 be operating rom outeide
India. “These accounts have
been suspended. Cyher secu-
rity agencies are also on alert

wnd are tracking s medla
that ar kel 1o
ihese hoax threais,” the offi-

il mided

Sources sajd the cvil avie
atlon ministry hild meetings
with the Burean of Civil Avia
tion, the CI1SF aml other senbor
afficials sssoclbed with alrport
security over the bomb thrt

On Tuesday, seven [lights,
Including an Alr Indin Might
headed 1o Chicago, recelved
bomb threais. After thor
ough checking, these thrests
were found to be fake, On
Wednesday, two Nights re
cedved bomb threats and they
were Drnad back and diveried
for security clearanoe

On Monday, 1wo IndiGo
and one Alr Indis Qight re
cefved hoax threats These
included Alr Indis flight Alg
from Mumbai to New York's
JFR Alrport, an IndiGo fllght
RE1275 bowiivd fer Musead, amd
Mlight 6ESS heading to Jeddah

An IndiGo alrerall from Sawldl Arabia makes an emergency
landing at Jaipar airport on Tuesday following o baomb

threat. @77 p
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SC reserves
Jet verdict

OUR BUREAL

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday reserved
its judgment on a plea of
State Bank of India (SBI) and
other creditors challenging
the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
decision that upheld the res-
olution plan of grounded car-
rler Jet Alrways and approved
the transfer of its ownership
o Jalan Kalrock Consortium
(JKC)L

A bench of Chief Justice
D.¥. Chandrachud, Justice J
B. Pardiwala and Manoj Misra
reserved the verdict which it
would pronounce in the next
fortnight

The bench heard argu-
ments for two days by addi-
tional solicitorgeneral N. Ven.
kataraman for the SBI con-
sortium and senior advocates
Mukul Rohatgi and Gopal
Sankaranarayanan on behall
of the Karanjawala company
which represented JKC.

The JKC consortium on
Wednesday argued that the
lenders, including SBI, were
unjustifiably seeking to lig-

OFF THE AIR

uidate Jet and refuted allega-
tions that it had committed
any defaalt,

Sankaranarayanan sub-
mitted that the consortium
has taken all necessary steps
towards the implementation
of the plan and that it is now
up to the lenders to fulfill their
obligations.

He cautioned about the
grave [inancial implications
of any decision to liquidate the
alrline, and the potential risks
to the SBI consortium.

Venkataraman, however,
said the consortium failed to
meet its financial obligations,
including the infusion of T3I50
crore within the stipulated
180-day peviod.
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Lufthansa fined $4m for stoppmg Jews from boarding flight

MARK WALKER

Washington: The trans-
portation department Mned
Lufthansa $4 million on Tues-
day, after finding the airline
had discriminated against 128
Jewish passengers travelling
from New York to Hungary in
222 by preventing them from
making a connecting Might
in Germany, according to an
AgENCY ANNOUNCEmEnt,

The passengers were en
route to an annual memorial
event to honour an Orthodox
rabbi in Hungary.

The transportation depart-
ment said the fine was the Lug-
est it had levied for a civil rights
violation, saying the German
airline’s behaviour constituted
religious discrimination, violat-
ing multiple US statutes.

The agency's investigation
began alter it received more
than 40 complaints from Jew-
ish passengers traveling from
John F. Kennedy International
Alrport in New York to Buda-
pest, via a scheduled stopover
in Frankfurt, on May 3, 2022,

The transporiation depart-
ment said Lufthansa did not

allow the passengers to em-
bark on their connecting fight
because of the misbehaviourol
a small number of individuals
on the first leg of their journey
Most of the affected passengers
were Jewish men in tradition-
al Orthodox attire, who were
treated as a single entity and
penalised for the actions of a
few, the department said.

The problem started when
the captain of the first Might
alerted Lufthansa security
about some passengers not
adhering Lo crew instructions,
which were to wear face masks

A Lufthansa aircraft.
(Rieuters fik pictune)

during the flight and not gath-
er in the aisle or emergency
exits. They were not consid-

ered security risks, however.

As a result of this alert, a
hold was placed on the tickets
of more than 100 passengers
heading to Budapest, all of
whom were Jewish, the de-
partment found. However,
no specific individuals were
identiled as having violated
crew instructions, contradict-
ing Lulthansa's reasoning for
the denied boarding, the an-
nouncement said

In a legal order filed on
Tuesday, the department
wrote that “the denial of
transport in Frankfurt was a

continuation of a pattern of
diseriminatory behaviour that
began on a flight that originat-
@d in the United States.”

The airline has been or-
dered to cense further dis-
eriminatory practices and
must pay $2 million of the fine
within 30 days. The remain-
ing $2 million was credited to
Lufthansa for compensation
already provided to the affect-
e passengers.

“No one should face dis-
erimination when they trav-
el, and today's action sends a
clear message to the airline

industry that we are prepared
o Investigate and take action
whenever passengers’ civil
rights are violated,” transpor-
tation secretary Pete Buttigieg
said in a statement,

Lufthansa did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment, but in a statement me-
leased in 202 days after the inc-
dent, the airline said it “regrets
the circumstances surround-
ing the decision to exclude the
affected passengers from the
ight, for which Lufthansa sin-
cerely apologises.”

Sarw Yok Tima Sows Semoce
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Hoax calis hit 13 more flights;
Isolated incidents, says mantri

Nearly 40 Such
Calls Received
In Last 4 Days

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi/Mumbai: Hoax
threat messages continue to
wreak havoc on flights of In-
dian carriers, with at least 13
aircraft affected on Thursday.
While Air India got a
threat for five flights — Mum-
bai-London (AI 129), Delhi-
New York JFK (Al 119), Chen-
nai-Singapore, and two do-
mestic flights—on Thursday,
IndiGo and Vistara received
threats for two flights each.
Al Express is also learnt to
have got similar messages for
four flights. The number of
flights that have received
such threats is now close to 40
since the start of this week.
“Al flights to New York and
Singapore landed uneventful-
ly. The flight to London was
asked to hold fora while,and in
that time the airline informed
the UK authorities about a
non-specific threat. Finally it
was allowed to land at Heath-
row,” said people in the know.
Earlier, the Royal Air Force
scrambled a Typhoon fighter
jet to intercept the aircraft. A
Royal Air Force spokesperson
said the incident was now be-
ing handled under the control
of civilian authorities.
Meanwhile, the Union
aviation ministry is working
on a deterrent — new rules to

We can’t comment on any kind of a conspiracy
but from whatever little bit we know these calls are
coming from some minors and pranksters. These are
all minor and isolated incidents

RAM MOHAN NAIDU | Union aviation minister

deal with and punish hoax
callers severely. It is also look-
ing at global best practices.
“The law department 1s being
consulted for the legal frame-
work of the proposed new
rules. Legal opinion is being
sought. We hope to put in place
new regulations with harsher
penalties, including putting
such callers on no-fly listsfora
long time,” said sources. The
ministry is also consulting
with the International Civil
Aviation Organisation.

Union aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said: “Ac-
tion is being taken on this. We
can'tcommentonany kind of
conspiracy, but from whatev-
er little bit we know these
calls are coming from some
minors and pranksters.
These are all minor and iso-

lated incidents. There is no
kind of conspiracy that we
can comment on. From our
side, we are going to see what
best we can do. We are talking
to the airlines, security agen-
cies, within the ministry also.
Consultationsare goingon.”

An Air India official said:
“Five Al flights received a se-
curity threat on social media
Thursday. These have been du-
ly reported to the regulatory
bodiesandalllaid-down proce-
dures were strictly followed as
per guidance of theregulatory
bodies. All the five flights have
madea safelanding.”

An X user using the han-
dle @psychotichuman had
tagged Air India and the
DGCA in a tweet. “I planted
explosive devices onboard of
5 of yvour planes (sic)... The

explosivedevices will soon go
off. Down the plane as quick
as possible...” the message
had said while listing five Air
India flights.

Both the Vistara flights
that received hoax threats
were international — Frank-
furt-Mumbai (UK 28) and Pa-
ris-Delhi (UK 22). Both land-
ed at their destinations.

The IndiGo flights for
which threats were received
were Lucknow-Pune (6E 11%)
and Istanbul-Mumbai (6E 18).
They also landed at their desti-
nations. In all these cases,
planes were parked ataremote
bay for thorough checking.

An Air India aircraft di-
verted to Canada after receiv-
ing a threat while flving from
Delhi to Chicago earlier this
week finally left for Chicago
on Thursday.

Since Sunday there have
been dozens of hoax messag-
es, leading to multiple diver-
sions, including at airports
abroad, by Al and indiGo.

On Wednesday, seven
flights of IndiGo, SpicelJet,
and Akasa had received simi-
lar hoax messages about
bombs on board, while on
Monday and Tuesday about a
dozen flights operated by In-
dian carriers had received
hoax messages that led to
flight diversions and delays.

Airlines are now urging
govt to tackle this menace at
the earliest as the same is put-
ting a huge financial burden
on them. The spate of hoax
calls is leading to scares
abroad too.
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Mum-Del flight diverted to
SVPI due to bomb hoax

Times News Network

Ahmedabad: A major secu-
rity alert was triggered at
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel In-
ternational (SVPI) airport in
Ahmedabad due to a hoax
bomb threat in the early ho-
urs of Wednesday.

An IndiGo flight, 6E-651,
from Mumbai to Delhi, was
diverted to Ahmedabad after
a threat surfaced on social
media late on Tuesday. The
airerafl, with around 200 pas-
sengers, landed safely at
12.47am, and security proto-
cols were swiftly implemen-
ted.

In the past 72 hours, at le-
ast 19 bomb threats —nine in
less than 24 hours — were re-
ceived by various airlines on

Rnpresentatianal pic

The aircraft landed safely at SVP
airport at 12.47 am, initiating a
series of swift security protocols
to ensure passenger safety

domestic and internationa
routes from multiple Indiar
airports. All the threats tur
ned out to be hoaxes. Som
flights were diverted, whili
some airlines had to re-scre
enall the passengers, leading
to significant delavs and in
convenience.

kContinuedonP &

Fifth bomb, hijack hoax at
Ahmedabad airport since May

»Continued from P1

Wednesday, the
( ) Union ministry of ho-
me affairs sought a re-
part from the civil aviation
ministry on the series of
bomb threats, Wednesday's
incident marks the fifth such
hoax bomb and hijack threat
handled at the SVPI airport
since May Sources confir-
med that the bomb threat
was received on social me-
dia, prompting the air traffic
controller (ATC) at Mumbai
airport to alert the pilot who
diverted the aircraft to Ah-
medabad.

Upon landing, the pas-
sengers were promptly debo-
arded and escorted to a secu-
re area of the terminal. The
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) conducted a
thorough security sweep of
the plane, and terminal staff
provided refreshments and
assistanceto the passengers,
No casualties or injuries we-
rereported,

“The airport’s bomb
threat assessment commit-
tee was convened immedia-
tely. The CISF and other air-
port authorities were mobi-
lised to implement aviation
security protocols. The air-
port terminal team ensured
that all passengers were ta-
ken care of promptly and se-
ating provisions were provi-

ded during the security
check,” an SVPI spokesper-
son told TOL

IndiGo Airlines also ack-
nowledged the security-rela-
ted alert and confirmed that
the aircraft was isolated and
all passengers were safely di-
sembarked. “Ensuring the
safety of our customers and
crew is paramount. We wor-
ked closely with the relevant
authorities and followed
standard operating procedu-
res,” said a spokesperson for
theairline, After the CISF cle-
ared the aireraft and declared
the threat a hoax, passengers
could proceed. The flight re-
sumed its journey to Delhi at
7.57am, approximately seven
hours after the diversion.

Several flights across the
country have received simi-
lar hoax bomb threats in the
past few days. On Wednesday,
bomb threats were received
by four IndiGo flights, two
SpiceJet flights and one flight
of Akasa Air.

IndiGo received threats
for Rivadh-Mumbai flight 6E

74 that was diverted to Mu-
scat in Oman. Another flight
6E 1011 from Mumbai to Sing-
apore received a security-re-
lated alert and the flight lan-
ded at Singapore. Also, Indi-
Go's Might 6E 515, operating
from Chennai to Lucknow, re-
ceived a security-related
alert and was isolated at
Lucknow airport.

An Akasa Air flight en ro-
ute to Bengaluru returned to
New Delhi on Wednesday af-
ternoon following a bomhb
threat. A Spicedet spokesper-
sonsaid theairline's ¥ handle
received a direct message in-
dicating a bomb threat con-
cerningtwoflights —onewas
Leh-Delhi and the other was
Darbangha-Mumbad.

Asmanyasnineflightsre-
ceived bomb threat on Tues-
day and one of them, Air In-
dia's flight carrying 211 peo-
ple from Delhi to Chicago,
was diverted to an airport in
Canada, The passengers
stranded at the Igaluit air
port were ferried to Chicago
by a Canadian Air Force pla-
ne, The same day, an Air India
Express flight IX 684 from Ma-
dural to Singapore received a
bomb threat, leading the
Singapore Armed Forces to
scramble two fighter jets to
escort the plane away from
populated areas before it lan-
ded safely at Singapore’s
Changi Alrport.
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Canadianplane
ferries stranded

Al passengers

NEW DNEL HI, DCTORER 16
A Canadian pir force airerafl
ferried 18] stronded possen-
pers of an Alr Indis flight from
Tgabuit sirport to Chicaga

An Ajr India official on
Wedneadsy said pessengers of
fight ATEZT, which was divert-
ed to Igaluit on October 15,
had nded ot Chicago The
fight thaet was diverted on
Tuesday hod 211 people,
mduding 20 crew members,
onboard. Passengers  have
gone n the Conadian atr foree
ameraft with their hond bag:
page. Therr chedoedin bag-
gage will be carned in Air
Indis atrcraft when it leaves
for Chicagn, he said — PT1
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