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Privatise city airport at the
carliest, air passengers say

Passengers point out the delay in execution and opening of projects and the inadequate number
ol Toodd, retail outlets o the airport; AALofficials say they are working on bringing in more outlets

PRRET CALL

sunitha Selar
i

monkey's entry in
to  Chennai  air
port's intermational

terminal on Tuesday not
only drew the ire of air pas
sengers but also reignited
the ald debate over why
the airport must be priva-
rized as soom s possihle.

Ajr passengers said that
it is Impsortant to mmp up
plans to bring in a private
aperatnr for te alrpor, gi-
ven thar the greenfield air-
port project at Parandur
has been dropped and
plans to ind an alternative
site for the second alrport
are only in their earliest
stape

Delayed projects

Be it the delay in the inaug-
uration of the T3 Terminal
or the lack of adeguate
fiwoe] anid regail options, air
passengers sabd they de-
serve to experience the
standards of a privare air-
port ke Bengalur or Hyd-
erabad n Chennal as well

“Take the case of the
cab piek-up plaza. It was
ready for the last nine
moiths, but was inaugu-
rated only recently afier so
mch pressure from pas-
sengers. If it were a private
aperator, be wouldn't wait
=0 Jong 10 inaugurate 4 fa
cility. Similarly, the dea-
dline for the T2 Terminal
has been extended so ma-
my fimes. Wharever the
reasons may be, can an in-
tegrated  termibnal - con-
struction gooon for nearly
Seven vears?™ Dayanand
Krishnan, a frequent Over,
asked,

Sowdeshwar Sarvesha-
kumar, another frequent
flyer, said the ambience
and maintenance that a
private girport  provides
are dehnitely far superior.

“There is a wide variety of
caterics and retail outlets
at a private wirport. Time
passes effortlessly betore
hoarding the fight, but
that's not the case in Chen
nai airport. The amhience
and architecture oo are
much more pleasant and
heauriful in a private air-
port, and Bengluru's new
termmbnal is a classic exam-
ple. Alsa, the private air-
Part manages o gel niore
connectivity to many more
destinations, which we are
ungble w. 1 hope the air
part ks at least privatised
soon,” he added.

Sources  in Airports
Authority of India (AAD
said it was true that the
planning and execution of
some projects get delayved
at times because they nesd
permission from the head-
quarters in New Delhl.
Such situations are less
lilely 1o happen for a priv-
e operator,

Cargo operations

in addirion o this, conges-

tion at the cargo terminal is

another key issue adding

tor the woes of the airport.
Dinesh  Krishnan, Na

Frustrating wait: Paszenpers also ask
boan extended many temes, 841 offic

e O

Officials of the
Adrports Authority of
India said they had
been contimuonsty
taking several
measures o address
the problems Gced
by passengers

tloml Treasurer, Alr Cargo
Agents Association of India
(AGAAD, zabd, =The core
reason for congestion at
the Alr Cargo Complex ks
the acute shortage of wr
minal space relative 1o ex-
port demand, compound
ad by operational
productivity bottle
necks. While the airpont's
passenger facilities  have
undergone significant re-
huilding and  expansinn,
the air cargo terminal has
seen minimal upgrades o
its floor area and handling
infrasrructure,” he sald,

To resolve: this crisis, the
BOVEPTITENE ITUSEOpen tef-
minal expansion o private
sectar particlparion, inject-
ing the capacity and high
efhciency logistics practic
s the industry urgently re
guires to hx this problem

& fiof the constructeon of the T3 T
he facility will be ready in seven manths. W, &

losng-terim, he added.

Oificials of AAI said that
while the cab pick-up plaza
has already been opened
to passengers, the T3 Ter-
minal will be ready in se
ven months

Officials also sald that
thay have heen taking sev-
eral initiarives conminngs-
lv to address the issues
faced by passengers, As far
az adding new retail and
food and beverage outhets,
officials said measures are
uinderway 1o bring i a new
master concessionain: and
Toring I mare varfety.,

The cargo issue has pri
marily occurred due to
vehicular congestion on
the GST Road, especially
during peak hours, ofh
cials said.

“Our of the rwo cargn
terminal operators, one is
aperating way bevond s
capacity. But AAl has ac-
quired 19 acres of land,
and this will avodd the con-
gestion within the premis-
=" an official said.

AAl officials also said
that they are working with
traffic police and the State
overnment to resolve the
conpestion.
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TO BE SIGNED AT NABANNA
Four regional airports set
for MoU on September 23

PRADIP CHATTERJEE
Kolkata, September 16

The proposal to set up four regional
airports in West Bengal is set to move
forward with the signing of a tripar-
tite MoU between the state govern-
ment, Centre and Airports Authority
of India (AAI) on September 23.

The MoU, to be signed at
Nabanna in the presence of Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari, will
pave the way for developing the
airports under the UDAN scheme
at Chharra in Purulia, Kalaikunda
in West Midnapore, Balurghat
in South Dinajpur and Hasimara
in Alipurduar.

The state government will pro-
vide the land, electricity, water and
other services. The Centre will over-
see the development of airport infra-
structure while the AAI will manage
air traffic. According to officials,
apart from the CM, the Union Min-
ister of Civil Aviation Ram Mohan
Naidu, West Bengal Transport Min-
ister Arjun Singh, Chief Secretary,
Manoj Kumar Agarwal, Secretary of
the Union Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Chairman of the AAl and MPs and

NEW AIRPORTS

» A tripartite Mol between Bengal,
Centre and AAI for four regional air-
ports will be signed on September 23

» The state will provide land, electric-
ity, water and other essential services

» The Centre will oversee airport infra-
structure development, while AAI will
manage air traffic

» Union minister Ram Mohan Naidu,
state transport minister Arjun Singh
and senior officials are expected at
the signing ceremony, along with MPs
and MLAs from the four districts

MLAs from the respective districts
are expected to be present at the
programime.

Once the project is completed, it
will strengthen the air connectivity
infrastructure and regional air ser-
vices in Purulia, South Dinajpur, Ali-
purduar and West Midnapore.

The initial work for the project
at Chharra in Purulia has already
progressed. The airport was built
in 1942 during World War II. It was
actively used until 1945.

17 SEPTEMBER 2026
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Govt zeroes in on Cheyyur
for Chennai’s second airport

Discussions On To
Return Parandur
Land Parcels
To Owners

Julie.Mariappan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Cheyyur in Chengal-
petdistrict islikely tobe the first
cholee of the state povt to deve-
lop the proposed second air-
port, povt sources told TOL

The govt is also discussing
ways toreturnthe acquired par-
celsof land at Parandur totheir
eadier owners. On Aug 24, chief
minister C Joseph Vijay anno-
unced the cancellation of the
Parandur airport project, for
which the previous povt had ac-
quired 1802 acres out of the
381 acresof pattaland identifi-
ed

Manellore in Gummidi-

Ilsteﬂhythestateg{wtﬂlrﬂne
Alrports Authority of Indi-

AIADME govt. S0 Cheyyur is

“ In Cheyyur, 90km from Chennai, the govt has 623
acres earlier acquired for a power project by Union
govt through Tamil Nadu Power Finance Corporation.
There are also about 300 acres of poramboke land. The
power project was shelved towards the end of the
previous AIADMK govt. So Cheyyur is being considered
for the airport project — Govt official

pable of handling the projected
traffic for a few more years, but
further expansion is not possib-
le.

Chennal airport has an an-
nual passenger-handling capa-
city of 30 million. The develop-

would be built within the exis-
ting airport premises, it would
not require additional land ac-
quisition. “We are planning an
elevated express cortidor for
approach from a national high-
way" the airport official said.
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Rs10-crore hydroponic ganjaseized at KIAin four days

BENGALURU, DHNS

ustoms officials at the Kempe-

gowda International Airport

(KIA) have intercepred three
cases of hydroponic ganja smuggling
from Bangkok in the past four days,
seizing 28.95 kg of the contraband
valued at more than Rs 10 crore.

On September 15, officials inter-
cepted a passenger travelling from
Bangkok who was antempting to
smuggle 16 kg of hydroponic
ganja, valued at Rs 5.60
crore. The contraband
was concenled in his
check-in baggage. The
passenger, Shubham
Rathod, is a resident of
Uttar Pradesh,

A day earlier, on
Seprember 14, another
passenger, Abdul Laveef,
was caught smuggling 11.96 kg of hy-
droponie ganja worth Rs 4,19 crore,

The third case was intercepted on

Seprember 12, when two passen-
gers arriving from Bangkok were
found carrying 990 grams of ganja
concealed in duty-iree bags. The
contraband was valued at s 34.65
lakh, a senior customs official said.
All four accused have been arrest-

ed under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985
(NDPS Act),

Officers threatened

The seteures come amid

threatening calls and

B messages received by two
A customs officials over

B the past week.

- “The calls and
Y messages started after
Y a seizure was made by
ateam on September 3,

when a passenger named
Mukesh was caught smuggling
15.6 kg of hydroponic ganga. The
passenger was from Uttar Pradesh,”
asenior customs official said.

More than 2,000 exotic animals seized

Owver 2,000 exotic animals were
also seized at KIA from a consign-
ment intercepted by the Customs
Department on September 14.
The consignment contained

around 30 species of spiders, ants,

snails, frogs, shrimp and Spider
Orchids. The seizure included
300 Choco Golden Knee taran-
tulas, 300 Red Rump tarantulas,
300 Rear Horned spiders, 200

The official said the department
suspects the threats were linked w
a larger syndicate operating from

galuru.

“They said there would be more
passengers carrving contraband
fving in around September 14 and
threatened to harm the officials and
their family members if the passen-
gers were not allowed through,” the
official said.

Curly tarantulas and 200 Dream
Blue Shrimp.

Other species included 100
Flameknee tarantulas, 100 Red-
knee tarantulas and 25 Spider Or-
chids, besides smaller quantiries
of Lowland and Highland species.

The wildlife was being smug-
gled from Bangkok by two
passengers, Sanjay Dhanapal and
Yaashar Samiullah Sheriff.

The callers used fake interna-
tional numbers and claimed to be
tracking the customs officials. They
also shared personal details, inchud-
ing their addresses and information
about their family members,

“We had received similar threats
around six months ago, We are
looking into the matter. Such threats
will not impact our operations,” the
official added.
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Air India’s consolidated loss widens
to Rs 22,238 crorein FY26

MNEW DELHI, PTE Air India’s
consolidated loss widened
to Rs 22,238.23 crore in the
fiscal ended March 2026
[romm Rs 10,858.83 crore in
the vear-ago period amid
multiple headwinds.

During the same period,
total income declined o Rs
71.869.94 crore against Rs
78.635.61 crore in 2024-
25, according to regulatory
filings. The consolidated
figures include financials of
AirIndia Express.

The regulatory filings
showed that on a consoli
dated basis, total expenses
jumped o Rs 93,733.31
crore in the last lnancial
vear from Rs 89 _317 12 crore
ayearago,

In 2025-26, aircraft re-
pair and maintenance costs
increased o Rs 14.976.45
crore from Rs 13.901.82
crore, while fuel expenses
fell to Rs 26.871.80 crore
from Rs 29,023.37 crore in
the year-ago perind.

17 SEPTEMBER 2026
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IndiGo hikes infant fee b 50% to 3K

HITIN KUMAR
HM Dielhi, sz_ptembzr 17

INDIGO HAS RAISED charges
fiora mngreofancillary sorvoes,
Including Infant travel,
cxoess haggape, unaccompanied
minors, poadty ched-in &
boarding and tmvel certificates,
Increasing the cost of add-on
serices for pas ‘I."I'IB‘{!'\IF.TL'F"II.'I'\-!
on the aidine

The country’s Largest airline
has inoreased the nfant travel
fee by 5004 to €3,000 fmm
22,000, The charge applies to

Infanits below two vears of age,
who do not get a separate seat
under the arangement but ame
rexjuired fohave a ticket
The revision couldhave asize

able  revenae |r|1p.n|1 BT‘.I'I."I'I
IndiGo's large passenger base
The aldine is estbnated to camy
armmd 1 million infant passen

pers,  which
would translate mto
roughly 100 cron=of addithonal
gross revere if the entine base
were subject to the full € 1,000
mcrense, IndiGohas also mesed
iseresbagpaee charme o T800
per kg from T700 per kg. This
means apassenger carrying 5 kg
aberve the penmd tied all owasmnsee
would now pay 34,000 com

pared to €3, 500 carlier

The fee for unaccompanied
minors has been Inareased to
£5 999 from € 5,000 while pri-
ority check-in and boarding
charges hume deen o650 rom
T450. The latter represents a
bkl b rease In the fee for pas-
sengersopiing forthe priovity
sepvie Theaifine has dsomised
its trave] certificate fee to $300
from T 200

The [atest nevixoms oome as
airlines inoreasingly use ancil
lary sendces o supplement ey-
enue from base fams
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Air India’s consolidated loss

MUMBAI

widens t0322,238 cr in FY26

Air India’s consolidated loss
widened to 22.238.23 crore in
the fiscal ended March 2028
from ¥10858.83 crore in the
year-ago period amid multiple
headwinds. During the same
period, total income declined
to ¥71860.84 crore against
¥78,035.6] crore In 2024-25,
according to regulatory filings

The consolidated figures
include finandals of Air India
Express. Air India has faced
multiple challenges, including
the fatal AlI71 accident in June
last year that killed 260 people,
as well as geopolitical dis-
ruptions, airspace closures,
fuel price volatility, and vari-
ous operational issies.

s o

i‘\f 2 E

The regulatory filings
showed that on a consolidated
basis, total expenses jumped to
¥03733.31 crore in the last
financial year from ¥88,31712
crofe a year ago

In 2025-26, aircraft repair
and maintenance  costs
increased to ¥14,.976.45 crore
from ¥13,901.82 crore, while
fuel expenses fell to ¥26,871.80
crore from ¥20,023.37 aore in
the year-ago period.

Foreign exchange loss rose
to T7.388.23 arare in the last fis-

cal against ¥1,545.01 crore, the
filings showed.

In the last fiscal, exceptional
items swod at T42005 crore,
induding an amount related w
the fatal AlI71 plane crash,

According to the filings, the
parent company is adequately
covered under its aviation hull
and liability insurance policies.

"The parent company has
received the agreed amount
from the insurer towards loss
of aircraft and related inciden-
tal costs under its hull insur
ance, The net impact after the
derecognition of the aircraft
has been presented as an
exceptional item.” one of the

filings stated. P11
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Patna airfares breach 5-digit
mark in Chhath. Diwali rush

Ruchir Kumar

nuchirkumar @hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Airfares to Patna from
several major cities have already
exceaded F10,000, over six weeks
ahead of Diwali and Chhath, as
demand begins to surge for
Bihar's two largest festivals, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

On November 7, a day before
Diwali, a one-way economy
ticket from Delhi to Patna is
priced at ¥12,853 on MakeMyT-
rip, against a monthly average of
about ¥7,300 and the month’s
lowest fare of 6,322, The corre-
sponding fare from Mumbai is
116,999, up from the monthly
average of 9,068 and a low of
8,080, Fares from Chennai and
Hyderabad are higher. A Chen-
nai-Patna ticket costs ¥17,008,
against a monthly average of
38,438 and a monthly low of
37,283. From Hyderabad, the
fare is ¥17.602, compared with
an average of 9,607 and a low of
7,039. A Chandigarh-Patna
ticket on the same day costs
3,127, against a monthly aver-
age of 8,028 and alow of 7181
Kolkata is the only one among
the major routes considered
where the fare remains below
0,000, at 5,655 around
Diwali, although this is well
above the monthly low of 3,795,

The fares are marginally
lower on November 12, a day
before the four-day Chhath festi-
val. A one-way ticket to Patna
costs 10,639 from Delhi, ¥15.118
from Mumbai, ¥10,934 from
Chennai, 316,336 from Hydera-
bad and F1L128 from Chandi-
garh. The Kolkata-Patna fare

The current fares remain
below the peaks witnessed
around the festivals last yeart

rises to 9,150, The current fares,
however, remain below the
peaks witnessed around the fes
tivals last year, officials said.
According to Patna-based LATA-
approved travel agent Kumud
Ranjan of Mamta Travels &
Caterers, Delhi-Patna fares had
touched ¥22,000-325,000 last
year around Diwali and Chhath,
while fares from Mumbai, Chen-
nai and Hyderabad had peaked
at ¥25,000-330,000.

“Air fares are gradually
increasing around Diwali and
Chhath. In Bihar, incoming fares
generally peak about a month
before a lestival, particularly
Hali, Diwali and Chhath, and rise
again immediately after the festi-
val,” Ranjan said. He said
because of dynamic pricing,
fares can rise sharply once the
passenger load on a flight
crosses about 700 of its capacity.
The increase this year, therefore,
is being closely watched as the
festival season approaches, he
added. With demand expected to
intensify, passengers planning to
fly to Patna may face higher
fares if they delay booking.
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IndiGo raises charges for

AGENCIES
New Delhi, September 17

IndiGo has revised charges
for several ancillary ser-
vices, increasing fees for
infant travel, excess bag-
gage, unaccompanied
minors, priority check-in
and boarding, and travel
certificates, according to
media reports.

The infant travel fee has
been raised to Rs 3,000
from Rs 2,000 for chil-
dren aged three days to
two years.

Infants do not get a
separate seat but require

V4

a ticket.

The airline has
increased its unaccompa-
nied minor service fee on
domestic flights to Bs 5,999
from Rs 5,000, while the
international charge is Rs
12,999,

Domestic excess bag-
gage charges have risen to

DELHI

18 SEPTEMBER 2026

several ancillary services

INFANT TRAVEL FEE
HAS BEEN HIKED TO RS
3,000 FROM RS 2,000
FOR CHILDREN AGED 3
DAYS TO TWO YEARS

Rs 800 per kg from Rs 700,

A passenger carrying
five kg of excess baggage
will now pay Rs 4,000,
compared with Rs 3,500
earlier.

IndiGo's Fast Forward
service, offering priority
check-in and boarding,
now costs Bs 650 at domes-

tic airports, up from Rs
450, while the charge for
international flights has
been revised to Rs 850 per
sector.

The travel certificate fee
has also increased to Rs
300 from Rs 200. The cer-
tificate serves as proof of
travel for reimbursement,
G5T and leave travel con-
cession claims.

The revised charges
cover optional services
purchased in addition
to the base airfare and
apply across applicable
domestic and international
services.
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NIA takes over probe into
Aug 31 A1 Exp bomb threat

5 LALITHA & Mew Dethi

THE NMational Investigation
Agency (NIA) has taken over
the probe into the bomb threat
that forced an Air India Ex-
press flight from Dammam to
New Delhi to make an emer-
gency diversion to Ahmedabad
on Aungust 31, with the woman
First Officer emerging as a
“key suspect” in allegedly mak-
ing the threat, sources said.

The First Officer, who had
initially detected the alleged
threat written on a tissue paper
inside the aircraft’s lavatory,
has since been derostered by
the airline pending the out-
come of the investigation, ac-
cording to sources.

Flight IX 170, an Airbus A390,
was carrying 32 passengers and
eight crew members when it
was diverted to Ahmadabad” s
Sardar Vallabhbhai Pate] Inter-
national Airport as a precau-
tion. The aircraft, which had
taken off from King Fahd Inter-
national Airport in Dammam
at 10.28 am local time, landed
safely in Ahmedabad at 4.27
pm. All passengers and crew
were evacuated safelv

According to Ahmadabad Po-

Carrier slams conduct

The airline has confirmed that
law-enforcement agencies are
investigating the matter. The
carrier added that it “condemns
any conduct that compromises or
has the potential to compromise
the safety and security of our
guests, crew and operations,”

lice, the flight’'s Operations
Control Cenire was alerted at
around 3.40 pm about the diver-
sion. The First Officer had re-
portedly found a tissue paper in
the aircraft’s lavatory bearing
the word “BOMB” along with
an image indicating the bag in
which 1t was allegedly found.

At the time of the incident,
police had said that the mes-
sage read “BOMB RED 4:30."
The aircraft was subsequently
subjected to extensive security
checks involving the bomb de-
tection squad, sniffer dogs and
the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF). No explozive ma-
terial or other suspicious object
was found. The investigation,
however, took a new turn after
a handwriting analysis report-
edly indicated a significant
similarity between the writing
on the tissue and the First Of
ficer’s handwriting. Sources
said the analvzis showed a
nearly 65% match. leading in-
vestigators to examine the crew
member's role in the incident.
A source said, "The NIA has
taken over the investigations
into the incident presently.”
The NILA has not officially com-
mented on the investigation de-
spite repeated attempts to con-
tact the agency

The airline has confirmed
that law-enforcement agencies
are investigating the matter fol-
lowing a complaint filed by the
carrier. *The airline is fully co-
operating with the relevant
agencies,” it said.
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IndiGo hikes
infant travel
fee to 3,000

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
@ New Delhi

IN a major sethack for flvers,
India’s largest airline IndiGo
has sharply increased travel
fees for infants besides in-
creasing charges for incre
mental services such as pri-
ority check-in, excess haggape
and travel certificates.

The infant travel fee, which
iz applied to infants below
two vears of age, has been in
creased to 3,000 from T2,000
since the beginning of Sep-
tember. As per sources, this
is a periodic recalibration
process taken by the airline
keeping in mind the current
high operation costs.

The hike in infant travel
fiees is likely to affect around
10 lakh infant passengers
and could generate approxi-
mately T90 crore in addition
al revenue for the airline,
added sources.

Passengers carrying ex-
cess haggage are now paying
800 per kg, as against T700
earlier IndiGo has raised its
priority check-in and board-
ing charge to T650 from 7450,
and increased itz travel cer-
tificate fee to 2300 from 2200,
The fee for unaccompanied
minors has been revised to
5,999 from 75,000, an in-
crease of T999.

Mot only IndiGo, but other
airlines have revised charges
for their add-on services
amid a sharp surge in operat:
ing costs due to an uptick in
jet fuel prices, airspace clo-
sures and weakening of the
rupee. It alzo comes at a time
when airfares in general
have seen a sharp increase.
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MULTIPLE HEADWINDS

Air India’s
FY26 loss
widens

New Delhi: Afr India‘s con-
solldated loss widened to
F22.238.23 crore In FY26 from
F10,858.83 crove In the year-ago
period amid multiple head-
winds.

Durlng the same perl-
od, total income declined
to #71,860.04 crore against
Z78,635.61 crove In 2024.25.

The consolldated flgures
include financials of Alr India
Express.

Alr Indla has been grap-
pling with multiple challeng-
es, including the fatal AI171
accldent In June last year that
Killed 260 people, a5 well as ge-
opolitical disruptions, airspace
closures, fuel price volatlity
A various operational 1ssues.
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Hyd-Gulf air traffic in tailspin
due to uncertainty in W Asia

Sunny.Baski@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: The ongoing war in
Iranand the resulting uncertain-
tv across West Asia have taken a
toll on international air traffic
between Hyderabad and the Gulf
countries, with twoway pas-
senger movements between the
city and key Gulf and West Asian
hubs falling sharply in the first
half of 2026.

According to the latest Direc-
tor General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) data, two-way passenger
traffic between Hyderabad and
12 major Gulf and West Asian
destinations declined from 17.65
lakh in Jan-June 2025 to 1522
lakh in Jan-June 2026, a fall of
around 2.43 lakh passengers. The
comparison covers Hyderabad's
scheduled International links
with Abu Dhabl, Bahrain, Dam-
mam, Doha, Dubai, Jeddah, Ku-
wait, Medina, Muscat, Riyadh,
Sharjahand Ras Al Khalmah.

Doha witnessed one of the
sharpest declines, with two-way
passenger traffic between Hyde-

TURBULENT SKIES |
# Disruption began soon after US-fran
conflict escalated in early March

& 40+ int'l flights to and from
Hyderabad cancelled on March 1

# These included services connecting

Hyderabad with several destinations
in Gulf countries

® Next day, over 50 flights to and from
Gulf countries were cancelled at RGIA

rabadm'ld[)ohafa]]jngframamund
2.431akh in H1 2025 to 1.43 lakh in H1
2026 — adrop of 41.1%. The Hydera-
bad-Kuwait corridor saw traffic de-
clining by 31.4%, from 85,673 pas-
sengers in H1 2025 to 58,775 in H1
2026.

Two-way passenger traffic bet-
ween Hyderabad and Medina fell
from 20,344 in @1 2026 to just 3,339 in
@2, a decline of about 4%, or more

# Dubai, Hyderabad's largest Gulf
corridor, is comparatively resilient

& Two-way traffic between Hyd and
Dubai fell 9.1%, from 5.08L fliers in HL
2025 to 4,61 lakh in H1 2026

» Hyderabad-Riyadh passenger
movements saw an increase

® [n Q1 2026, 24,546 passengers
travelled from Riyadh to Hyderabad
and 25,707 in the reverse direction; Q2
recprded 3&.319 and 16,345 respectwew

than six-fold.

“People are still hesitant to tra-
vel to the Middle East for tourism
because they fear they could get
stranded if the situation escalates
again. We expect demand to impro-
ve if the geopolitical situation stabi-
lises, with Diwall and the New Year
holiday season being potential pe-
riods for a recovery in travel,” said
Moez Meghaniof Max Travels.
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Air fares stay
high due to
volatility

Hyderabad: A one-way ticket
from Hyderabad to Kuwait is
currently costing nearly
740,000 on several travel dates,
compared with the usual
712,000-¥15,000 range. Faresto
Ratar are also substantially
higher, with one-way tickets
ranging between 345,000 and
770,000, against the normal
Z20,000-T25,000 rangeasairfa-
res remain above usual levels
due to volatility caused by the
West Asia conflict.

The steep increase is also
visible on the Hyderabad-Du-
bal sector, one of the busiest
international routes from the
city Online portals show at le-
ast 10 direct flights operating
between Hyderabad and Du-
bail on several days, with one-
way fares ranging from aro-
und ¥27,000 toT50,000.

The impact is not limited
to Kuwait, Qatar and the UAE.
Alrfares to other West Aslan
destinations have also remai-
ned higher than their pre-con-
flictlevels.



_ AN

Hee fAa=gas uifSsyor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

TRIBUMNE

DELHI

18 SEFTEMBER 2026

Govt cuts windfall tax on petrol, diesel & ATF exports

ADITYA RANGRODO

THINITENE N EWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 17

The povernment has reduced

the windfall tax on exports of

petiol, diesel, and aviation tir-
hine fuel (ATF), decreasing the
levy applied to petmleum prod-
uct exports due to increased
ingtahility in plobal ol markets,

The new mtes were imple-
mented on Sepltember 16
{(Wednesday), and wall be inplace

for the nesd two weeks, as the
overnment assesses  export
duties on petroleum products
every 14 days depending on
global crude and fuel prices

The petrol export lewy has
beendecneased to Rs0.5 per litne
from Bs 15 per litre. and the
overal ey on diesel exports has
been lowered o Bs 20 per litre
fiom Rs 25 perlitre,

The export duty on ATF has
been reduced to Bs 15 per Litre

from Bs 19 perlitre

For diesel, the previous Rs 25-
perlitre charge inchuded Bs 24
per litre of Special Additional
Exrise Dty (SAED) and Rs 1
per bitre of Road and Infstrie-
ture Cess(HIC), With the revised
rates, SAED has been reduced
to Rs 20 per litre and RIC has
been decreased to zero. The lat-
est L update comes at a ime
when ghibal oil madets face
increased wornes about supply

interniptions in West Asia

Oil prices mse sipnificantly
earlier thisweek. Thelatest shift
in ol markets, however, has tak-
ena confrary path. Brent crude
futiires declined approsamately
1.2 pereent to 8104.59 abarrel in
eark Thursdaytrading, whereas
US West Tems Intermediate
{WTTerudedmpped 1.1 percent
to 810129 a barrel. Both con-
tracts fell by approedmatedy 53
on Wednesday:
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Ahmedabad crash: US group flags
chronic system failures in Al plane

Seeksdisclosure of records, asks why no waming issued

SHEKHAR SINGH

TRIBLIRE NEWS SERVILE

NEW DELHL, SEFTEMEBER I7

A USbased aviation safoty
group has clamed that hun-
dreds of technical records
allegedly flagging “chronic”
svetern failures on the Ar India
Boeing 787 aircraft, which
crashed in Ahmedabad last
vear, were with the Indisn
mvestigators withindaysofthe
mishap. The group has further
ruestioned why this informa-
tion neither surfaced in the
public reports of the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB), nor trigeered an inter-
o safety waming,

The Foundation for Aviation
Safety hes claimed that records
redating to the crashed aircraft,
VEANE, detal recumng prob-
lerme involving s electrical
clectronic and flight-computer
systemsand could becrucralm
cxaminng potential causal fac-
tors behind the June 12, 2025,
crazh that killed 260 persons.

[n an Aupust 27 email to the
AATR Director General GVG
Yogandhar foundation Execu-
tive Director Ed Pierson ques-

AATB confirms
technical inputs
received, examined

timed why the material had
not been acknowledped in the
prelimmary report or the sub-
segient interim report,

The AATB has confirmed that
technical information supplied
by the foundation was received
through the UK AATB expert
on June 10 and “examined by
the iInvestigation team’”.

The bureau further zaid that
all relevant factual information
and evidence were avalable
with imvestipators and were
being examined. It mantained
that the probe was being con-
ducted under the Aircraft
{Investigation ol Accxlents and
Incidents) Bules. 2055, and
applicable provisions of Inter-
national Civil Aviatfion Organ-
sation (CAQ) Annex 13, fol-
lowing fhir and impartial
irvestigation practices.

Pierson has also put the air-
craft's ACARS (Aircraft Com-
munications Addressing and

Reportmg System) and Al
craft Health Monitoring (AHM)
data under the spoflight,

He daimed these data
streams contan informetion
panting towards aircrafl-sys-
tem faihures aboard VEANE as
well as the timing of specific
fathure events leading upto the
dissster. The foundation has
questioned why this nforma-
tion has not been released pub-
licly. Citing ICAD Annex 13
recquirements for investigators
o gather record and analyse
relevant mformation, Pierson
acrused] the AATR of failing to
provide sufficient transparen-
cy over the technical matenial,

The US-based group has also
asked why no intenim safety
recommendation or waming
had been issued to the global
aviation ecommunity despite,
what it claims is. evidence of
potentially hazardous recur
nng svstem falures. Pierson
also questioned the apparent
foruson possible pilot respon-
sibility while mformation con-
ceming alleged arcrall sys-
tem pmoblems  remained
outside the public domain,
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