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Centre to select first S0 airports
under modified UDAN scheme

NEW ROUTES. States to nominate unserved airstrips; proposals to be evaluated under challenge mode

—_—
Rohit Vaid

Py Drarli

The Centre will soon select
the first batch of 50 airports
for development under the
maodified UDAN scheme as it
invites nominations from
State ond Union Territory
governments, sources told
Dusimessiine.

The Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation will evaluste the pro-
posals under a challenge
mode framework before fi-
nalising the first set of 50 air-
ports  for  infrastructure
development.

The sclection exercise
forms part of the modified
LIDAN scheme, which envis-
apes the development of 100
arports  and  aerodromes
over the next eight vears
through the upgradation of
existing unaerved airstripsat
an estimated capital outlay
of T12,159 crore.

The Centre has earmarked
tipal crore for the con-
struction of 200 helipads,

FEE EXEMPTION. Basides infrastructure and aperational
Suppsort, the modified UDAM alsa Prosstes airpart -:h:urge
gupmptions for Hr:-ginnﬂl Connectivity Scheme !"Iight;

primarily in hilly, island, re
mote and aspirational re-
gioms, as it sceks to
atrengthen regional air con
nectivity across the country.

Under the revised frame-
work, State and Union Ter
ritory  governments  will
nominate unserved airstrips,
heliports and water aero
dromes within their jurisdic-
tions for consideration un-

der the scheme, The Airports
Authority of India (AAL), act-
ing as the implementing
agency, abong with the Civil
Aviarion Ministry, will then
assess the nominated loca-
tions before selecting air
ports for development.

NOMINATED SITES
The nominated sites will be
evaluated on parameters in-

cluding availabiity of 100
per cent encumbrance-free
land, existing infrastructure
readiness, technical and air-
space feasibllity, projected
passenger traffic, regional
connectivity  requirements
and vowrism potential,

Apart from physical infra-
structure, the evaluation will
also constder commitments
by State governments to
provide aperational support,
including concessional elec-
tricity and water supply, free
security and firefighting ser-
vices and a value-added tax
(VAT on Aviation Turbine
Fuel (ATF) capped at a max-
imum of 1 per cent,

Furthermore, the scheme
provides 2,577 crore as op-
erational and maintenance
support 1o facilitate the op
erarionalisation of Regional
Connectivity Scheme
(RCSy-only airports during
the initial vears of operation.

The finoncial assistance
will be available for vhe first
three vears and will be
capped at £3,06 crore anni-

ally for each airport and
10590 crove annually for each
heliport or water acrodrome.

According to sources, the
support will cover a certain
percentage of expenditures
related to staffing for Com-
munication, Navigation and
Surveillance/Air Traffic Man-
mgement (CNS/ATM), met-
eorplogieal services, among
others, at up to 441 airports,
heliports and water
serodromes

FEE EXEMPTIONS
Besides infrastructure and
operational  support, the
modified UDAN framework
alsoe provides sirport charge
exemptions  for  Regional
Conanectivity Schemse fights.
These include waiver of land-
ing, parking and passenger
related airport charges, ox-
emption from Terminal M-
igation Landing Charges and
discounted Houte Mavigs-
tien Facility Charges, aimed
at improving the commercial
vishility of regional air
services
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Visakhapatnam airport ends scheduled commercial
operations ahead of Bhogapuram openlng

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE
M Visakhapatnam

Visakhapatnam Airport
ended its scheduled com-
mercial flight operations
ahead ofthe opening of Alluri
Sitarama Raju International
Airport at Bhogapuram on

Monday.
The last scheduled com-
mercial flight from

Visakhapatnam Airport (INS
Dega) will be IndiGo flight GE
2018 to Delhi, scheduled to
depart at 10.45 pm on
Sunday.

“Visakhapatnam Airport
has reached an important
milestone with the conclu-
sion of its scheduled com-
mercial operations, and we
sincerely acknowledge the
contribution of every employ-
ee, stakeholder and partner
who supported the airport’s
operations and passenger
services over the years,”
Visakhapatnam Airport
Director N Purushottam said
in a press release.

As notified by the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, scheduled
commercial operations at
the Visakhapatnam Civil
Enclave will cease with the
commencement of opera-
tions at Alluri Sitarama Raju
International Airport at
Ehogapuram at 12.01 am on
August 17.

The IATA airport code "VTZ'
will be transferred from
Visakhapatnam Airport to
the new airport at

Bhogapuram with effect from
August 17.

Non-scheduled commer-
cial operations, however,
may continue at the Civil
Enclave at Visakhapatnam
Airport, the press release
said.

Purushottam said
Visakhapatnam Airport had
played a key role in connect-
ing the city and Andhra
Pradesh with major domestic
destinations and had served

passengers, businesses,
tourists and the regional
economy for several decades.

Over the years, the airport
saw growth in passenger
traffic and infrastructure,
including terminal expan-
sion, better aircraft parking,
security and passenger facil-
ities, DigiYatra services, acces-
sibility measures and sus-
tainability initiatives.

The Airports Authority of
India expressed gratitude to
the Central Industrial Security
Force, airlines, ground-han-
dling agencies, regulatory
authorities, concessionaires
and other service partners for
their contribution to the
airport’s safe, secure and effi-
cient functioning, it said.

The AAl acknowledged
the continued support of
the Indian Navy in facilitat-
ing civil aviation operations
at the Civil Enclave, saying
its coordination would
remain important as non-
scheduled commercial oper-
ations continue,
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Navi Mumbai airport welcomes
first foreign freighter cargo

MUMBAI, Aug 16: Adani
Group-CIDCO jomtly owned
Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA) on Sunday
announced the first arrival of
an international freighter at
its facility with the first Hong
Kong Aircargo-operated air-
craft reaching from Hong
Kong. The development is a
part of NMIA's wider inter-
national cargo ramp-up, with
13 new freighter services
expected to commence op-
erations, the private airport
operator said.

Hong Kong Air Cargo will
operate three weekly servic-
es between Hong Kong and
Navi Mumbai, translating into
six weekly cargo air traffic
movements, Navi Mumbai
International Ltd (NMIAL) —
the entity managing the air-

port — said. The service will
use an Airbus A330-200F
freighter, carrying about 60
tonnes of import and export
shipments, it stated.
NMIAL is a special pur-
pose vehicle in which Adani
Group holds 74 per cent
stake and the rest 26 per cent
are held by the Maharashtra
government's city planning
agency, CIDCO.
Accelerating its global op-
erations, NMIA marked two
major milestones in rapid
succession, it said, adding that
the airport launched its first
Air India Express interna-
tional passenger flight to Abu
Dhabi on July 15. This was
followed by its inaugural ded-
1cated freighter (IndiGo Car-
go to Sharjah) on August 1,
carrying 2() tonnes of goods.

These achievements un-
derscore NMIA's dynamic
growth in both passenger and
cargo aviation, the airport
operator said.

NMIA said it is rapidly ex-
panding its destination as
many international cargo op-
erators have filed and have
received approval to operate
at major destinations across
Asia, Europe, and West Asia,
including Hong Kong,
Chengdu, Bangkok, Taipei,
Kuala Lumpur, Singapore,
Abu Dhabi, Doha, Frankfurt,
Istanbul, Dubai, Amsterdam,
Bahrain, Paris, and Riyadh.

“With a significant increase
in freighter activity expect-
ed by the end of August, we
are rapidly expanding our in-
ternational cargo network
and strengthening connectiv-

ity with key markets across
Asia, Europe, and West Asia.
“This growing network
will create greater opportu-
nities for exporters, import-
ers and businesses, while
reinforcing NMIA's roleas a
strategic logistics and trade
gateway for Maharashtra and
western India,” said a
spokesperson of NMIA.
Aligned with the National
Logistics Policy and Mahar-
ashtra government's Logis-
tics Policy 2024, NMIA is
building a seamless, tech-en-
abled cargo ecosystem, it said.
This expanding network
will connect the airport with
leading global trade and lo-
gistics hubs, further
strengthening its role as akey
cargo gateway from Western
India, NMIA added. — PTI
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Delht awrport plans to hike passenger
handling capacity to 125 mn

NEW DELHI, Aug 16: Delhi airport
plans to increase its annual passenger
handling capacity to 125 million from the
current level of 106 million under the
proposed ten-year master plan, accord-
ing to a source.

As part of the expansion under the
master plan, DIAL also proposes to build
Pier E at Terminal 3 (T3) with a capaci-
ty of 10 million by April 2030. For now,
no decision has been firmed up on hav-
ing Terminal 4 or building the Automat-
ic Passenger Mover (APM).

The Indira Gandhi International Air-
port (IGIA) in the National Capital is
operated by the Delhi International Air-
port Ltd (DIAL).

IGIA, also the country’s biggest air-
port, has three terminals — T1, T2 and
T3 - and international flight operations
are only from T3.

The source told PTI that the master
plan for 10 years till 2036 will be final-
ised after consultations with the stake-

holders. In the first phase, the proposal
1s to mcrease the annual passenger han-
dling capacity to 116 million by April
2030. The capacity will be further raised
to 125 million by 2032, the source said.

At present, the airport has an annual
passenger handling capacity of 106 mil-
lion spread across the three terminals.
The capacity 1s 42 million, 14 million
and 50 million at T1, T2 and T3, respec-
tively.

At T3, there 1s domestic capacity of 19
million and international capacity of 31
million. Currently, T3 has four piers —
Pier A and B for international operations
while C and D are for domestic opera-
tions. Pier C has now been converted for
international operations. Pier E is to be
constructed at T3 by April 2030.

Generally, apier at an airport 1s a long
and narrow structure or transfer facility
from the main terminal building and al-
lows passengers to use aerobridges to
enter an aircraft.

While there are no immediate plans,
a 7.5-kilometre right of way will be ear-
marked for the APM (Automated Peo-
ple Mover) system in the master plan,
the source said.

The earlier plan was to build an ele-
vated cum at-grade system at the air-
port on the design, build, finance, oper-
ate and transfer model to provide seam-
less connectivity for passengers between
T1 and the two other terminals.

Regarding T4, the source said that
depending on the passenger traffic, if
there is a need to have more capacity,
then conversion of T2 to T4 could be
looked at.

Delhi airport, operated by GMR
Group-led consortium DIAL, witnessed
passenger traffic of 6 million in July, an
increase of 3.7 per cent compared to
the year-ago period.

In the current financial year 2026-27
till July, the passenger traffic stood at
26.4 million, — PTI
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Bhogapuram alrport to
start operations today

Hyderabiad: 4lluri Sitarama Raju
Intermational Airport at
Bhograpuram, Andhra Pradesh,
will commence commercial
operations from h.‘-rh'lrl.‘l!.- with
all scheduled domestic and
-r'r.ernam:ura!r'hgh: SandfeL
The airport will operate nder
the AT coda VT2, wihach wall
be transferred from the
Existing airport in
Wisaichagatram fram 1201 am
on August 17, The exsting
airport will continue to be used
fior defence, polce, VIP
movements and special fights.
sz officials. o mes
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13 airlines to start cargo
services from Navi Mumbai

—
Cur Burgau
[LITE P

Thirteen International alr-
lines are set o  begin
freighter operations to Navi
Mumbal alrport glving a
boost to its cargo operations,

Besides a majority of oir-
lines switching operations
from Mumbai to Navi Mum-
bad, o few new services too
are  sTarting services. On
Sunday, Hong Kong Air
Carpgo operated its first Airht
o Navd Mumbai. The airline
will operate thrice weckly
flights between Hong Kong
ond Mavi Mumbai with an
Airbus A330  freigher
providing around 60 tonnes
capacity. On August 1, In-
diGo operated Navi Mumbai
airport’s first freighter Aight
with a service to Sharjah. Ina
press statement the airport
operator said 13 airlines have
secured approvals to operate
freighters from airpons in
Agia and Europe.

CARGO NETWORK

“With a significant increase
in freighter activity expected
bry the end of August, we are
rapidly expanding our inter-

nationzl carge network and

On August 1,
IndiGo operated
Navi Mumbai
airport’s first
freighter Right
with a service

to Sharjah

strengthening  connectivity
with key markers across Asia,
Europe and West Asia. This
growing network will create
greater opportunities for ex-
porters, importers and busi-
nessed,  while  reinforcing
NMIA's role as a strategic lo-
gistics and trade gateway for
Maharashtra and ‘Western
India,” a Navi Mumbai air-
port spokesprerson siid.

FREIGHTER OFS
In a statement earlier this
month Turkish Airlines zaid
it plans to relocate Its
freighter operations to Navi
Mumbai in August.

“The project is progress-
ing as planned, and prepars-
tions are underway,” the ake-
line said. Turkish Airlines
operates  three  scheduled
freighter flights per week to
Mumbai.
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LOADED GUN
ACCIDENTALLY
FIRES AT AIRPORT

DC CORRESPOMDENT
REW DELHI. AUG. 16

Twi security porsonne]
ware impured st Varsmas)
alrpori on Sunday afler
a loaded gun belonging
o an Abr Indin Express
puEssenger acelibentinlly
wenl ol during a securd
1y check,

The incident ccourmed
mronand .30 nm when the
pasdenger.  who was
scheduled fo travel from
Varanasi o Mumbai on
Alr India Express fiight
IX 18§10, declared o
Tioemed mam pistol
plopg with 21 [ive cor
wridges &t the check-in
colnier:  as  pequiced
undir prooedn:

According o
Hrectornie Cemeral ol
Civil Awisthon (IMFCA)
officinls, the passenger
was escorted to o desig
e sereening aren far
mandaioey seeurily for
malities.

During handling and
inspection ol thet
Mrearm. & round was
i lenitnd by dlse Rl

The projeetile rice
chofod pnd inpured fwo
SCTeening personnel.
Both were Imaoediadely
ghven  masistance  and
shified to n hespital in
Varanas! for reatment

OMeials sald the incl
dent was quickly ocon
tnined and alrport oper-
ations contineed with-
ot alisrinptio

Locnd  police  were
informed and the pas-
senger wis dotnined for
investigation and e
ther action in sccor
dance with low,

The Hurcau of Civil
A ation Sacurits
(BCAS) s examining te
clroumstanees  lending
o the ncident, melod
ing whelher prescribed
procediures for hnndling
ol carriags of liconsed
firearms a1 airpores
wore [olbowed,

Appropriate  sction
will be tnkon based on
the Mndings, offlcials
snid.
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Twoinjured as
passenger's
pistol goes off at
Varanasi airport

VARANASI (UP), PTI: A pas-
senger’slicensed pistol went
off “accidentally” during a
security screening at the
Varanasi airport on Sunday
morning, leaving two per-
sonnelinjured, officialssaid.

Both screening person-
nel, one injured in the leg
and the other in the thumb,
were shifted to the New
Lakshmi Trauma Centre
here and were undergoing
treatment, they said.

Police have detained the
passenger, Kamlesh Ke-
darnath Rai, and registered
a case against him under
BNS Section 125 (rash or
negligent acts endangering
human life or the personal
safety of others).

The incident occurred at
Lal Bahadur Shastri Inter-
national Airport at around
9.30 am, when the passen-
ger, whowasscheduledtofly
to Mumbai on an Air India
Express flight, declared a
licensed firearm (7.62 mm
pistol with 21 live cartridg-
es) at the check-in counter
underthe prescribed proce-
dure and was escorted to the
designated screening area
for completion of the man-
datory security formalities.
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Gun Fires at
Varanasi
Airport

UP State Bureau

VAR ANASI

A major security scare was
reported at Varanasis Lal
Bahadur Shastri International
Airport on Sunday after a pas-
senger’s licensed pistol went
off during a mandatory
weapans check, The passenger,
identified 0s Kamlesh
Kedarnath Rat from
Azamgarh, was travelling with
his wife to Mumbai on Air
India Express flight IX-1810,
During inspection of his 762
mm pistol and ammunition, a
round was accidentally dis-
charged, The bullet reportedly
hit the ground before rico-
cheting and injuring two AAl-
CLAS screening stafl members,
A woman suffered an injury to
her leg, while a male staffer sus-
tained o hand injury. Both were
shifted to a private hospital and
are reported to be stable



AIRPUH I'SAUT HOF-?ITY OF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES MUMBAT 17 AUGUST 2026

Passenger’s gun goes off
at Varanasi airport, 2 hurt

Neha LM Tripathi and
Saurabha Kulshreshtha

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI: Two air-
port personnel at Varanasi airport
were injured on Sunday after a
round was accidentally fired from
a licensed pistol during a security
check, officials said. Airport
director Puneet Gupta said the
two were stable.

Kamlesh Rai, 55, a Shiv Sena
leader, and his wife Sushma were
to travel to Mumbai on flight
IX-1810, Gupta said. “He declared
he would carry his licensed
weapon on the aircraft,” Gupta
said. Passengers carrying licensed
firearms must declare the weapon
at the check-in counter and com-
plete security formalities.

Police said Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) and airline
staff were checking Rai's pistol and
counting its cartridges before
boarding. Authorised personnel
from the airline and AAICLAS
were entering details of the pas-

Loaded pistol, unexpected shot

Two employees at Varanasi airport were injured after a round
was accidentally fired from a passenger's licensed pistol during

a routine security check.

"BCAS is examining the
circumstances leading to
the incident, including
adherence to the
prescribed procedures for
handling and carriage of
licensed weapons.."

— Civil aviation ministry

senger's registered baggage and
weapon. “Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed a round was in the
pistol’'s chamber and that the trig-
ger was accidentally fired while
the pistol was loaded,” the DCP's
office said in a statement.

The Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS), the security wing
of the civil aviation ministry, is
examining the circumstances
leading to the incident. ~+P3

WHAT HAPPENED

® Security and airport staff were checking the
pistol and counting its cartridges as part of
the semrm' process.

L] ThE pistal's maqazme was remm'e-d tn
record its details, but a round remained in
the chamber. The trigger was accidentally
fired while the pistol was loaded.

Shiv Sena leader Kamlesh Rai
is a former BMC corporator
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o NEW BEGINNING B

NORTH AP PROGRESS
TAKES FLIGHT AS ASR
AIRPORT TAKES OFF

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vizianagaram

COMMERCIAL flight opera-
tions began at Alluri Sitara-
ma Raju International Air-
port in Bhogapuram on
Monday, marking a new
chapter in the aviation and
economic journey of Morth
Andhra Pradesh.

The airport welcomed its
first commercial flight, In-
diGo 6E 6408 from Hydera-
bad, at 6.45 am. GMR Visa-
khapatnam International
Aldrport Limited (GVLAL) ac-
corded a ceremonial water
cannon salute to the aircraft.
AjrIndia Express, AlrIndia,
IndiGo, Scoot and India One
also operated their first ar-
rivalsof the day The airport
recorded 52 planned air traf-
fic movements (ATMs) on its
opening day.

Union Civil Aviation Min-
ister Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu, District Collector 5
Ram=sundar Reddy, GVIAL
CEO Kanwarbir Singh Ka-
Ira, Markfed chairman Kar-
rothu Bangarraju and other
dignitaries handed over
boarding passes to passen-
gerson the inaugural IndiGo
and Air India Express flights
and prezented mementoes.

Kalra described the start
of operations as a transfor-

mational moment for North
Andhra Pradesh and said
the airport would provide
safe, seamless and world-
class travel facilities. He said
GVIAL would work to ex-
pand connectivity and posi-
tion the airport as a catalyst
for trade, tourism, invest-
ment and employment, he-
sides strengthening regional
and global links.

Rammohan Naidu said the
airport's design reflected the
rich history and cultural
heritage of the region and
praised the GME Group for
creating world-class infra-
structure. He said North
Andhra, once described as a
backward region, had
emerged as a centre of devel-
opment and progress,

The Minister also ac-
knowledged public senti-
ment over the shifting of
commercial lights from the
Visakhapatnam airport. He
said such feelings were natu-
ral during major develop-
mental transitions and as-
sured that the government
was working on strategic
plans for the future utilisa-
tion of the existing airport
infrastructure.

CM Naidu also congratu-
lated the GMR Group and
peoaple on the commence-
ment of operations,
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Navi Mumbai airport welcomes
first foreign freighter cargo

Ve

Adani Group-CIDCO jointly owned Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA) on Sunday announced the
first amrival of an international freighter at its facility, with
the first Hong Kong Aircargo-operated aircraft arriving
from Hong Kong.

The development is a part of NMIA's wider
international cargo ramp-up, with 13 new freighter
services expected to commence operations, the private
airport operator said.

Hong Kong Air Cargo will operate three weekly
services between Hong Kong and Navi Mumbai,
translating into six weekly cargo air traffic movements,
Navi Mumbai International Ltd (NMIAL) - the entity
managing the airport - said. (PTI)
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Customs officials seize gold worth
¥2.65 cr at Chennai airport:

Chennai: Officials of the Customs Air Intelligence Unit
(AIU) seized 1967 gms of gold valued at Rs 2.65 crore at the
Anna International airport and arrested two Myanmar
Nationals, including a woman, who arrived frm Bangkok
last evening. A PIB release here today said the officials
intercepted two passengers, a female and an accompanying
male, both Myanmar nationals, who arrived from Bangkok.
Their personal searches led to the recovery of cut gold bars
concealed within their bodies in solid masses and pellets
wrapped in rubber pouches and adhesive tape. The
recovered gold, certified as 24-karat gold weighing 1967
grams (net weight), is valued at Rs. 2,6582,500. The
contraband was seized, and both passengers were arrested
under the Customs Act, 1962, and remanded to judicial
custody, with further investigation underway. Chennai
Customs advises the public against carrying gold or
contraband concealed in baggage or on person, reiterating
that smuggling attempts carry severe legal consequences
and strict punishment under the Customs AcL
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Licensed weapongoes off
Varanasiairport,twoinjured

THEFIRING CAUSED A BRIEF
COMMOTION AT THE AIRPORT.
HOWEVER, SECURITY
PERSONNEL QUICKLY

BROUGHT THE SITUATION
UNDER CONTROL.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Varanasi, 16 August

Two people, including a
female airport employee,
were injured when a
passenger’s licensed weapon
accidentally fired during
security checks at the Lal
Bahadur Shastri International
Airport in Varanasi, Uttar
Pradesh, on Sunday.

Police sources said the
incident occurred when a
passenger from Azamgarh,
who was arriving to catch
an Air India Express flight

to Mumbai, was depositing
his licensed weapon during
security checks. According
to preliminary information,
the gun was fired when the
trigger was inadvertently
pulled while removing the
magazine.

The firing caused a brief
commotion at the airporL.
However. security personnel
quickly brought the situation
under control. A female
employee was injured in the
leg, and another personwas
injured in the hand. Both
were admitted to the hospital
for treatment.

Phulpur police said the
accused passenger has been
detained and is being
questioned. An investigation
is also underway regarding
his licensed weapon. Police
are investigating the entire
matter.
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Airport
‘accidental’
firing hurts

2 staffers

Varanasi: 4 passenger's li-
censad plstol “accidentally”
went off during a securiy
screeming at Varanasi alrport
on Sunday morning, leaving
two personnel Injured, offl-
clals sald.

Police have detained the
passenger, Kamlesh Eedar-
nath Ral, and reglstered a case
against him under Section 125
(rash or negligent acts endan-
wering himman Bfeor the person-
al safiety of othersyof the BNS.

Both screening personnel,
one injured in the leg and the
other In the thumb, were shift-
ed to the New Lakshmi Trauma
Cantre here, the police said.

The Incident occurred at
Lal Bahadur Shastri Interna-
tional Alrport at9.30mm, when
the passenger, who was sched-
wled tofly to Mumbal onan Alr
Indla Express flight, declared
a licensed firearm (7.6Zmm
plstol with 21 Tive cartridges)
at the check-1n counter under
the prescribed procedure and
was escorted to the deslgnated
streening area for completion
of the mandatory securlty for-
malities, according to the civil
aviatdon mindstry.

“During the handling and
mspection of the weapon, a
round was accidentally dis-
charged. The projectle rico-
cheted and causad Inurles o
two screening personnel, Rohit
Raj and Soman Komard, " it sakd.

According to the prellml-
nary pollce investlgation, the
pistol's magazine came out
while lts weapon detalls and
number of rownds were bolng
recorded during the screening
process. A roumnd was still pres-
ent In the chamber and the
weapon went off after the tilg-
ger was accidentally pressed.

Officials said Ral was a resl-
dent of Azamgarh district anda
case had been registered against
nim at Phulporpolice station.

A statement issued by the
deputy commissioner of po-
lica (Gomtl Zone) sald Kumarl
was injured in the lag and Raj
In the thumb.

The Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security 1s examining the
chreumstances leading to the
Ineldent, the mindstry sald.

m
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How expressway bypass will link
Okhla barrage with Noida airport

Shafaque Alam
@timesofindia.com
Noida: Getting to and from
Noida International Airport
could become casier for pas-
sengers from western UP and
neighbouring states as Yammu-
na Expressway Indusirial De-
velopment Anthority (YEIDA)
hasapproved an interstate bus

The terminal, planned in
Sector 2C off Yamuna Ex-
pressway, is expected to pro-
vide a direct link between the
airporianda wider network of
cities and towns, giving pas-
sengers an alternative fo cost-
1y cabs and private wehicles.

The YEIDA board also ap-
proved increasing the num-
ber of city buses in the area
from 100 to 500 in the coming
days. “The bus terminal will
facilitate conmectivity from
the airport to neighbooring
areas,” said RK Singh, YEIDA
CEO. The expansion issignifi-
cant as the airport's connec-
tivity will increasingly de-
pend on public transport as
passenger traffic grows.

The board’s decisions also
set the stage for a majorexpan-
sion of healthcare, education
and industry around the air-
port. It approved a S0-acre

The revised alignment stretches
about 50km, up from the earfler

31km that ended at Chi IV

» The eight-lane elevated ex-
pressway will begin near Okhla
Barrage in Sector 94

= From Sector 94, it will run
parallel to the Yamuna embank-
ment, passing through sectors
95, 125-135

> It will continue beyond Chi
IV, through Gharbhara, Mursad-
pur and YEIDA sectors 27, 26,
24, 24A and 23C

= The expressway will end at
SEctor 23C, just 3- 5 km from
Moida International Airport

> It will also meet the pro-
posed Faridabad-Jewar Green-
field Expressway

Mhmge
& - sectoros
b

Y

DELHI

WHERE THE 50KM E-WAY WILL COME UP

UTTAR
PRADESH

medical hub in sectors 13 and
14 and a 480acre university
township in Sector 34 A 36
acremandi and aSl-acre inter-
national stadinom were also
cleared, adding new public
ard commercial infrastroc-

ture to the cmerging region.
The anthority will reserve

300 acres in Sector & for a Tai-

wan City aimed at attracting

Taiwan-based industries, par-
ticularly in electromics and
technology  mamafaciuring.
Another 10125 acres in the
same sector will be reserved
fora pharmaceutical formmula-
tion mamifacturing claster,
with YEIDA citing the need to
expand pharma capacity and
promaote investment.

The board also approved

revised land purchase rates
for planned development. Un-
der the mutnal-consent mod-
el, theexistingrate of Rs 4,300
per square metre will rise 6%
to Rs 4,558, An alternative op-
tion allows purchase at Rs
4,047 per square metre along
witha 7% abadiplot.

YEIDA's finances have al-
sostrengthened sharply
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® Around 400 tested in psychoactive substance screening so far

2 more pilots fail drug test
after Phuket flight incident

wtth agency Inpms
NEW DELHI, AUG. 1T

Two pllols of the Al India
Group have failed the initial
drug test as thelr results
came oul o be “pon-nega-
tive™ and their samples have
heen sent for confirmatory
tests, according 0 sources
citedd by mews agencies on
Monday

On August 13, Alr India
and Air India Express had
started mandatory psy-
choactive substance test-
ing of all their pilots,
expanding checks bey
ond regulatory require-
ments

These 1ests were made
mandatory following the
August 4 Incldent, when the
captain of an Air India
Phuket-Delhi flight, that
studdenly host altitude, test-

el posithve for marijiana

Sources on Monday told
news agencies that psy-
choactive substanes tests
have been completed for
around 400 pilots of the Air
India Group so e OF them,
the initial sereening fest
resulis have come "non-neg-
attve" for two pllots, the
sources were cited as say-
.

There was reportedly no
afficial comment from Alr
India. The two Tata Group-
owned alrlines have more
than 5,000 pilots.

The comprehensive
sereening covers sub-
stances and medicatlons
prohibited under preva
ling avistion regulat
ans

On August 4, Air India
flight AIZ3T9, an Airbus
Asdineo Aving from Phicket
1o Delhi, suddenly lost about

' THE AIRCRAFT was car-
rytng 145 people, includ-
ing 137 passengers and
eight crew members. At
least 24 people were
injured in the incident

A0 feot (91 metres) in altd-
tucke during eruise amibd tur-
bulenoe,

The: aireraft was cauTying
145 people, including 137
passengers and eight crew
members. At least 24 people
were Injured in the inecd-
dent

The Night's pilot-in-com:
mand had tested positive for
meirijuana in a confirmeto-
ry drug test.

Thee pilot hesd Indtially test-
o "non-negative” for a psy-
choactive substance, with
the confirmatory test subse-
quently ldentifying mar-
juna, sources had earlier

okl news agencies at that
time Following that, the Alr
India group’s recent inter-
nal communication to its
pllots was quoted by media
reports as having stated.
"As you know, Alr India
already fully complies with
all regulatory requirements
prescribed by India’s
DGCA, which are similar to
those practiced in other
miajor aviation jurisdictions
including Europe and the
United States. We neverthe
L= now fieed that it is imipor-
tant to go further
Accordingly, we hove decid-
ed to undertake a full
screening of all Group
pilots for any substanoes or
miedications that are not
|mrrn|!1ﬂ'| under prevailing
regulations.”

“This testing is mandato
ry and will start today, 13
August 86"
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NCLT defers SpicelJet
insolvency orders after
last-minute settlement

The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
on Monday deferred orders in eight insol-
vency petitions against Spicelet after the air-
lineand oneof its aircraft lessors informed the
tribunal that they had reached a settlement
hours before the orders were scheduled to be
pronounced. A special bench comprising
Judicial Member Mahendra Khandelwal and
Technical Member Anu Jagmohan Singh
expressed strong displeasure over the timing
of the settlement, noting that the petitions
had already been argued extensively and the
tribunal had spent considerable time prepar-
ingits orders. BS REPORTER
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Ground airlines flouting fare rules: SC to Centre

Govt asked if courts precluded from
giving fair relief under SHANTI Act

BHAVIMI MISHRA
Mew Delhi, T7 August

TheSupreme Court{SC)on Monday
asked the Centre to take action
agalnst airlines failing to comply
withits directionsonairfares, asthe
government placed draft regula-
tions governing ticket pricing, surge
fares and excess baggage charges
before the court.

The Centre told a Bench of Jus-
tice Vikram MNath and Justice San-
deep Mehta that the proposed rules
had been fast-tracked and would be
finalised within three weeks. The
draft regulafons were submined in
asealed cover.

The government also said that,
pending the finalisationofthe miles,
the Ministry of Civil Awiation
(MoCA) had been Issuing office
memoranda toairlines on pricing.

Petitioners, however. alleged
that airlines were disregarding the
Centre's directions. The Bench said
the government should “ground™
aifdinesthat falled tocomply with its
instractions. The matter will next be
heard on September 7.

The government has placed draft
regulations governing ticket
pricing, surge fares and excess
baggage charges before the court

The proceedings relate to a peti-
tion seeking tighter regulation of
airfares and protection for passen-
gers against arbitrary and steep
increases in ticket prices.

Last month, the SC directed the
Centre to place before it the rules
framed wunder the Bharativa
Vayuvan Adhinivam, 2024, which
came Into force in January 3035,
The court had asked that the rules
besulimitied in a sealed cover, irre-
spective of whether they had been
placed before Parliament.

At an earlier hearing, the Centre
had said the rules were ready and

were being translated before being
placed before Parliament. On May
15, Solicitor General Tushar Mehita
informed the court that the new avi-
ation law had come into force in
Janunary and that the rules under it
were being finalised.

The 5C has been examining air-
line pricing for several months. In
January, it said it would examine
"unpredictable fluctuations™ in air-
fares, particularly sharp increases
during festive periods.

Describing excessive fare hikes
as exploitation, the court sought
responses from the Centre and the
Directorate General of Civil Awvi-
ation (DGCA).

During the May 15 hearing, the
Bench said airfares needed to be
rationalised and askedthe Centreto
consider measures that would pro-
vide relief to passengers.

The SC had initially lssued
notice to the Centre and other
respondents in November last year.
The civil aviation ministry subse-
quently informed the cour in Feb-
ruary thatitwas actively examining
theconcems raised inthe petition.

The Supreme Court {SC) on
Monday asked the Centre to
clarify whether courts are pre-
cluded from granting fair and
just compensation under the
SHANTI Act In case of a
nuclear accident.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana said it was
issuing limited notice
and also asking the
Centre toclarifywhether
there was any conflict of
interest in appointing
members to the regulatory
body under the SHANTIT Act.

Thetopcourtwashearinga
plea filed by a group of peti-
tioners, inchading professors
and sclentists, led by former
bureaucrat EAS Sarmia. It sub-
mitted that the 2025 Act viol-

ated fundamental rights under
Article 14, 19 and 21 of the Con-
stitution. Advocates Prashant
Bhushan and MNeha Rathi,
appearing for the group. said
the law caps the liability incase
ofany accident.

CJI Kant said there was
too much apprehen-
sion and pointed out

that even if Parlia-
ment hascapped the
liabilicy of operators,
it does not preclude
the court from granting
fair and just compensation.
He =aid Pardiament has
passed the Bill to incentivise
the project proponent and
bring investment. Bhushan
submitted thatitwas like allow-
Ing operators to cut corners on
safery. The bench asked the
Centre to clarify its position on

appointment of members of
the Atomic Energy Regulatory
Body (AERB) under section 17
{4} of the SHANTI Act on the
recommendation of the search
and selection panel consti-
tuted by the Atomic Energy
Commission.

Bhushan said the Atomic
Energy Commission is respon-
sible for minning atomic power
stations and it cannot recom-
mend members to the regula-
tory body, which isa conflictof
interest. The SHANTI Act,
which replaced the Civil Liabil-
ity for Nuclear Liability Act of
2010, permiis privaie com-
panies to set up civil nuclear
power plantsbut exemptsthem
from liability beyvond ¥3.000
crore in the event of any unfor-
tnate incident at a noclear
power plant. BTI
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2 more A-1 group pilots fail drug test

DEEPAK PATEL
Meney Diethi, 17 August

Two more pilois of AlrIndia (A-
I Group have tested positive for
psychoactive substances
during the airline’'s ongoing
one-time mandatory screening
of pilots, people familiar with
the matter said.

The special screening
waslaunched after the pilot-in-
command of the Phuket-Delhi
flight, which suddenly lost
around 300 feet In altimde
injuring 24 people onboard on
August 4, tesied positive for
marijuana following the inci-
dent. Sources sald that two
pilots have so fartested positive
during the special screening
exercise, which began on
August 13 Around 300-400 of

the roughly 5.000 pilois—from
both Alr India and Alr India
Express—across the Air India
Group have been tested so far,
they added.

“The two pllots have been
removed from the duty roster.
Their samples have been sent
for a second {confirmatory)
test, as per the regulator's
rules,” a source mentioned.

Ajr India did not respond to
Business Srandard s request for
astatement on the matter.

The pllot-in-command of
flight Al2379, which was flying
from Phuket to Delhi, had
initially returned a “non-
negative” result in a screening
test for marijuana. A subse-
quent confirmatory test also
came out positive. The incident
injured 20 passengers and four

crew members. The Airbus
A0, carrving 157 passengers,
including three infants, and
eight crew members, later
landed safely in Defhi.

Both the pilot-in-command
and co-pilot were removed from
the flying roster after manda-
tory post-flight screening. The
Adreraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AATR) is investigating
the incident. which has been
classified as a "serious incident™,
Aijrbus and France's Bureau of
Enquiry and Analysis for Civil
Aviarion Safety are assisting
with the probe.

After the positive test, Air
India on August 13 began the
one-time mandatory screening.
In a mail to pilots on August 13,
the airline sald it had decided to
conduct a "full screening” for

substances of medications that
arenot permitted under prevail-
ing regulations.

The airine said the testing
would be conducted alongside
training at its Gurugram acad-
emy, after flights at flight brief-
ing centres and Air India
offices, or at locations provided
by pilots’ respective bases.

A-] said the Initiative went
beyvond regulatory require-
ments and was aimed at
upholding safety standards
and reassuring passengers and
other stakeholders.

The airline already con-
ducts random testing of pilots
and other aviation personnel
for psychoactive substances as
required under Directorate
General of Civil Awiation
(DGCA) regulations.
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“Two Air India Pilots Found

Non-negative in Drug Test’

QurBureau

MNew Drelhi: Two more Al lIndia pilots have
reporiadly el rned non-nsepative’ resulls in
initial drig lesis on airline sialT condocled al-
ler a reeenl incidenl involving a Nightl Mem
Phuket in Thailand to Delhi, said people
aware af the dovelopment. Confirmaory e
sults are awaibed,

The pilots b been taken off vinge duries
pend ing final reports, people said, Neacly 200
pilets have underpones sceeen ing so e, under
Al Indla's ome-lirmwe mandatory lestng pro-
sramme covering the aidine group's cockpil
crow including thoese of budgecunit Alrdia
Express. Between Air Tndia and Air India Ex-
preas, the airline has more than 5,00 pilots.

Scontirmatory test In case of non-negative
result is erucial as o faldse positive can betrip-
wered by lewilimeale thearapei L ireatmenl or
sotlrees suchas pain-ralial mesdica Lion. These
lesils se high-complexily  Inseedmenlalion
such asspeciral analysis of halrzamples.

Adr Tndia had mandaded all pilots and cabin
orow to wndoren tosts for paychoactive sub

stances, starting last Thursday, taking mes-

Fare Rules Ground Erring
Airlines, SCTells Centre

Mew Tielhl: The Supremea Conrlon Mon-
day asked the Canlra o geonnd aifines
that do ot follow alrfare rules, sven as
the soverniment said the final rules to e
gulate airfares in the counoy would hefi
nalized within three weeks,

The apex court’s observation came atter
the civil aviation ministry informed the
axiirl that 1L had been bksiing ofTios me-
mintandims airlines on pricing Gl tha
rules Lo reaulale alrfares were finalised.
TTerever, the airdines wore not fhllowing
any divectives issucd by it the ministry
said. The top court also peruscd the draft
rules to regulate airfaces that were sub-
mitted by the povernment in 4 sesled co-
wier It will mow hear the case next on Sep-
Lernber 7. —Indu Bhan

sures bovond the civil aviation regulator's
rudes, BT repocted] st week,
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Frame airfare
rules in 3 wks:
SC to Centre

FEBUREAL
Wi Dnhi. August 17

THE CEMTRE TOLD the
Supreme Court onMonday that
it has fast-t mcked the framing
of rules under the Bharatiyva
Vayuyan Adhiniyam and will
finalise them within three
weeks, as the court fressed for
anearymiloutofthe newregu
latory framework amid mn
COrfnd pver hlgh abrfares and
passnger protection

T'he povernment placed the
dmftruliss betore abendhof jus-
thees Vikram MNath and Sandesp
Mehta in a sraled cover, saying
fnal discussions were under
way. The bench asked it to pub-
lish the rules within seven days
andwamedairlinesof stringent
action fornon-comphance."1t
airlines are not complying,
ground them, it said_Additional
Solkcitor General Anil Kauhilk,
appearingfior the Contre, sought
three weeks to complete the
process and place the final rules
beforeit The bench thenposted
the matter forSeptember7.

Continued on Page 7

Frame airfare rules in
3 weeks: SCto Centre

THE COURT ALSO ﬂa!@uq!
ungertainty over the proposed
regulatory mechanism. After
perusing the document, it
observed that while a mecha
nism had been suppested, it
was not clear to the bench
whether an effective regulator
was i place Thie laie msiimies
signifimnceasthe msecentres
on demands for astronger and
independent regulatory frame-
work covering airfares, ancil
fary charges and passenger
Erievances

The matter relates to a plea
by social activist § Laxmi
narayanan sccking greater
mversghtof privateaidinesand
safeguards agalnst what the
petition describes as unpre
dictable amd  excessive
Increases in airfams. The plea
has argued that there is cur-
||.-||I:|:,.- 1 effective ..11||:|:|1:lr:11..r
withthe powerto revieworcap
alrfares or ancillary charges,
allowing alrdines 1o use
dynamic pricing and other
duarpes without adeguate reg
ulatory scriging.

The Supreme Court had in
May expressed concerm over
the shiarp increase inairfares
and asked the Centre to pravide

relief to passengers. During
carier hoarings, the court had
also flaggped steep fare
Increases during festivals and
deseribed exoessive fare hikes
by aird ines as exploitation. The
Centre had then sald the the
new enactment of Bharatiya
Vayuvan Adhinbyam, 2024,
which ame into effect n anu
ary 20215 hadreplaced theear
lber avlatlon law and that the
corresponding mileswens being
prepaed.

‘The petitioner has al so chal
lenged the reduction in free
chieck-inbaggageall owan ce by
private airlines from 15 kg to
15 kg, highlighting that ser
vices earlier included In the
ticket arebeing comeried into
additional revenue streams.
The plea hassoughtsafegnards
on baggage, cancallation paoll
ches, ROV P continuity,
dynamicpricingand gricvance
redressal, particulady during
in.'rll:u!:. ur-IHH h demand, fextl-
vals and weather disraptions,

The Supreme Court had on
July 135 directed the Contre to
place the rules before It in a
sealed cover, brrespective of
whether they had been placed
befone Fardiament,
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Al pilot duo fail
initial drug test

PRESSTRUST OF IMDHA
Mew Delhi, August 17

TWO PILOTS OF the AirIndia
Group have failed the mitial
dmug test as theirresults came
“nmon-negative” and thelrsam-
]JL"!- have beem sent for confir-
matary tests, according to a
EOUTCE.

On Augus 13, Alrindia and
Alr India Express  started
mandatory psychoactive sub
stance testing of all theirpilots,
expanding checks beyond reg-
1.||.AI!u|:}' r!l]lllﬂ.‘l:l.l.l'l]l'\. These
testswere mademandatory fiol
lowing the August 4 incident,
whenthecaptainofanAlr india
Phuket-Delhi Might, that sud-
denly lost altitide, tested pos
tive formartjuana. The sourme
on Monday said psychoactive
subistanes e s huave been com-

J1|¢:1 e for amund 400 P lots of

the Air India Groupso far,

Of them, the initial sceeen
ing testresults have come " non-
|1|-E;J|!|w-' for twa J:Ii'Jl:I'U._ the
source said, Specific details
oould notbe immeds ately asoer
tained. There was no official
camment from Alr India. The
two Tata Group-ownied airdines
have more than 5,000 pilots.
The comprehendve screening
eover substancesand mediea-
tions prohi bed ander prevail
ing aviation regulations.

Om Augnst 4 AirIndia flight

2379, anAlrbus A3 2 (neo fly-

NCI.T rap
for SpiceJet

THE HMATIONAL COM-
PﬂH‘f[quern.\h:NlTlT:l
rebuked Spicefet on Mon
day over a last-minute set-
tlement with one of eight
aireralt lessorswhose bank
ruptcy peti tions were due
for nulings, saying it wasted
judicial time in the 1aest
Ll.gn of financial stress at
thecountry's fourth-largest
carrier. The court pres sed
Spheefet onwhether mome
deals wers coming, “It
fiiakes a mockery of the
entire thing,” one of the
NCETjudges @id criticicing
thie et e forwealting wnt
theday of the ruling to dis-
clase the settlement.
— REUTERS

ing from Phuket to Delhi,sud

denly lost about 300fect in alti

tudeduring croise amid urbu

lence, The aircrall was camying
145 people, including 137 pas-
sengers and eight crew mem

beers. At least 24 people were
AERjLir ed In the incident,

The flight’s pilot-in-com
mand tested positive for
marijuana in a confirmatory
drug test
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DGCA weighs wider
drug testing; 2 more
Al pilots under lens

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Aviation safety reg-
ulator the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) may soon
ask all domestic airlines to con-
duct drug tests for their pilots. a
move prompted by the pilot of
Air India's August 4 flight test-
ing positive for drugs, and two
other Air India pilots over the
weekend, failing an initial drug
test.

“DGCA is in the process of
issuing an order on drug testing
that will apply across all domes-
tic airlines, rather than being
limited to Air India. “The order
will be out soon,” a government
official said, asking not to be
named.

Air India started drug tests for
all its pilots from August13, fol-
lowing the Phuket flight, which
lost altitude suddenly, reportedly
on account of technical issues,
injuring several passengers and
crew. It later emerged that the
pilot had failed a preliminary
drug test; subsequently, a con-
firmatory test returned a positive

DGCA IS IN PROCESS
OF ISSUING AN
ORDER ON DRUG
TESTING THAT'LL
APPLY ACROSS ALL
DOMESTIC AIRLINES,
AN OFFICIAL SAID

result (for drug usage).

Air India officials said that till
Monday, around 400 pilots were
tested, of which two failed a pre-
liminary test. Results of their
confirmatory tests were awaited
as of this writing.

Following the Phuket inci-
dent, the safety regulator asked
Air India to crack down on the
problem and also work on its
culture and ethics. Since then,
DGCA has also been mulling
amendments to the rules gov-
erning drug testing of aviation
personnel, including stricter
action against pilots who test
positive for psychoactive sub-
stances.

"DGCA will also review the

continued on -1

WIDER DRUG TESTING
existing Civil Aviation Require-
ments (CAR) on testing for psy-
choactive substances, with a pos-
sible increase in random testing
and stronger penalties under the
revised framework,” a person in
the know of the development said.
The existing CAR, issued in
2021 and effective from January
2022, requires scheduled com-
mercial airlines, air traffic con-
trollers, flight training organisa-

tions (FTOs) and air navigation
service providers to conduct ran-
dom drug tests covering at least
10% of employees in the course of
i yedr.

According to the European
Union Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA) guidelines, airlines
should test personnel for psycho-
active substances upon employ-
ment and, where there is due
cause, following reasonable suspi-
cion assessed by trained person-
nel or after a serious incident or
accident, where testing is possible
at the location. Operators may
also conduct random testing in
line with national requirements to
ensure substance misuse does not
go undetected and threaten flight
safety. The rules cover personnel
directly employed by the opera-
tor, while contractors are gener-
ally excluded unless they are
flight or cabin crew.

According to CAR, if a person
fails a test, the rulescurrently ask
for them tobe removed from fly-
ing till the results of confirmatory
tests are out

After confirmation,  the
employee is referred for de-addic-
tion/ rehabilitation and can return
to active duty only after a subse-
quent negative test and fimess
certification. If the person is posi-
tive for a second time, their
licence shall be suspended for
three years. A third positive occa-
sion leads to the cancellation of
the licence,” according to the cur-
rent CAR.

Speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, an airline official said
that mandatory testing of all pilots
could affect operational efficiency
and on-time performance. “If the
drug tests are mandated for all the
pilots for airlines, it will a tough
job to do and may lead to an
impact in an airline’s OTP (on
time performance),” the official
said.

On August 13, an IndiGo
spokesperson said it “proactively
goes far bevond” the 10% testing
requirement, with all new {light
crew tested and existing crew
tested randomly. "Details of all
tests conducted are shared with
the regulator as mandated. In
addition, our cabin crew, engi-
neering and ground staff arealso
subjected to such testing,” the offi-
cial said.
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Two Air
India pilots
test ‘non-
negative’
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NCLT rebukes Spicejet over
last-minutelessorsettiement

The court’s time had been wasted, says NCLT on SpicelJet’s disclosure on the judgement day
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PLEA ON ‘UNPREDICTABLE FLUCTUATIONS’ IN AIRFARES

Aviation Rules to be finalised in 3
weeks: Centre tells Supreme Court

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

New Delli, August 17

The Centre told the
Supreme Court on Monday

that it has fast-tracked the
framing of rules under the
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhini-
yam, 2024, which is aimed
at modernising India’s avi-
ation sector, and that the
same would be inalised
within three weeks.

The government placed
the draft rules before a
bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
in a sealed cover, and said
some final discussions are
going on.

“You publish this within
seven days,” the bench said,
adding, “if airlines are not
complying, ground them.”

Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Anil Kaushik, appear-
ing in the matter for the
Centre, told the bench that
the rules would be finalised

within three weeks.

“We have fast-tracked
the framing of rules. Give
us three weeks, we will
come out with the finalised
version,” he sad.

The court was hearing
a plea filed by social activ-
ist § Laxminarayanan,

4

THE GOVERNMENT
PLACED THE DRAFT
RULES BEFORE A
BENCH OF JUSTICES
VIKRAM NATH AND
SANDEEP MEHTAIN
A SEALED COVER

_KEYPOINTS |

»  "You publish this withia
seven days, the bench said,
adding, if airlines are not
complying, ground them'

» Additional Solicitor General
Anil Kaushik, appearing
in the matter for the Cen-
tre, told the bench that the
rules would be finalised
within three weeks

» "We have fast-tracked the
framing of rules. Give us
three weeks, we will
come out with the
finalised version,” he said

who has sought a robust
and independent regu-
lator that ensures trans-
parency and passenger
protection across the civil
aviation sector and regula-
tory guidelines to control
the “unpredictable fluctua-
Bons”in gichire snd ancll:
lary charges imposed by
private airlines in India.

Senior advocate Ravin-
dra Srivastava, appearing
in the matter for the peti-
tioner, told the bench that
till the time the new rules
come into force, the old
rules are operating.

Questioning the “lack of
willingness” on the part of
authorities and the effec-
tiveness of the existing
mechanism, he argued that
airlines are charging exor-
bitant fares.

Referring to a statement
of the: civil aviation minister

in Parliament, Srivastava
contended it was said that
the government cannot cap
airfares.

Kaushik assured the
bench that the process of
finalising the rules would
be completed within three
weeks.

The bench perused the
draft rules placed before it
in the sealed cover.

“There is a mechanism
suggested but regulator, we
are not sure,” it observed.

It noted that Kaushik
has requested for some
more time to get the draft
rules finalised and place
before the bench within
three weeks and posted the
matter for hearing on Sep-
tember 7.

On July 13, the top court
had asked the Centre to
place the rules framed
under the Bharativa
Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024,
before it.

It had said the rules
be placed before it in a
sealed cover, irrespective
of whether those have been
placed before Parliament.

While hearing the plea
on May 15, the apex court
said there should be some
Jationalisation of airfares

and asked the Centre to
provide relief to flyers.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, who was then

appearing in the matter
for the Centre, had told the
bench that the new enact-
ment of 2024 had come
into effect in January 2025

and the corresponding
rules were in the process
of being prepared.

On November 17 last
year, the top court sought
responses from the Cen-
tre and others on Laxmi-
narayanan's plea seeking
a robust and independent
regulator that ensures
transparency and passen-
ger protection across the
civil aviation sector.

While hearing the mat-
ter in January, the top court
said it would interfere with
the “unpredictable fluc-
tuations” in airfares and
flagged the exorbitant rise
during festivals.

It had termed the exor-
bitant rise in airfares by the
airlines “exploitation” and
asked the Centre and the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation to file their replies
on the plea.

The plea claims that
4l private airlines have,
without any credible justi-
fication, reduced the free
check-in baggage allowance
for economy-class passen-
gers from 25 kg to 15 kg,
“thereby converting what
wis earlier part of the tick-
eted service into a new rev-
enue stream”.
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2 more Al pilots taken off

duty after dope test, pilot
body writes to DGCA

5 LALITHA & New Deini

TWO more Air India pilots
have been grounded after they
tested positive in the initial
dope test conducted by the air-
line for over 300 pilots sinee Au-
gust 13. Results of the second
confirmatory test is awaited.
Afr India and Air India Ex-
press are mandatorily testing
its nearly 5,000-strong cockpit
crew after the Flight Captain of
the Phuket-Delhi flight (Al
2379) testod positive for mari-
juana last week. The screening
is conducted to check for sub-
stances or medications not per-
missible under regulations.
“So far, between 300 and 400
pilots have been screened. Two
pilots among them tested non-
negative,” said a source. Non-
negative indicates that there
are traces of substances but the
result can be called positive
only after a confirmatory test.
Captain C S Randhawa , pres-
ident of the Federation of In-
dian Pilots said, “If the first
test tarns out to be positive, the
pilots have to be taken off dutv
As of now, three out of the 300-
odd pilots tested by Air India
which amounts (o ohe per cent,
have tested positive. This is
very high and strict action is
required, and saliva testing is
recommended

In this context, Randhawa on
Monday wrote to the aviation
regulator, the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation, and the
Civil Aviation Secretary to car-
ry out swab testing (saliva) of
pilots. “Australia is the first
countty togo in for this Kind of
testing for its pilots. This can be
done before the flight trip and
the results will be out in 156 min-
utes. An easy and reliable result
can be obtained before the Aight
trip commences,” he said.

Asked about the general rule
pertaining to sereening texts,
Captain Mohan Ranganathan,
an aviation safoty consultant,
zaid, “The pilots have to be
grounded until the results of
the second test come”

In its response, Air India said
that it did not have details re-
garding the nature of the sam-
plecollected for the sscond con-
firmatory test, the status of the
pilots after the first test or any
other details.
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Banks slash Go Airlines prime Thane
land price by 30% for fourth auction

BENMN KDCHUVEEDAN i Mumbal

LENDERS" consortinm, led by

Ceniral Bank of India, has put

on the block a 95-acre

prime land parcel in

Thane fior fourth time,

sotting a peserve prico

of ¥1.376 crore — 30%

lower than the ¥1.965

crore sought in the

June 2024 auction — as

lenders seek to recover dues of

nearly 3 920 crore from bank-

rupt airline GoAlr The auction

is scheduled for Augnst 20,
The land parcel was mort-

gagod as security against bor-

rowings by GoAlr from a con-

sortium comprising Central

Bank of India, Bank of Baroda,

including its exposure inherit-

ed from Dena Bank, and
[DBI Bank.

The Nusli Wadia-pro-
moted airline, which
filed for bankruptcy on
May 3, 2023, owed 22 918

crore to these three
banks, including principal
and interest as of Angust 31,
2023. It also owed around 22 600
crore to other financial institu-
tions, taking total financial-sec-
tor dues 1o about 6,520 crore.
GoAir's bankruptcy was trig-

gered primarily by a sovore
cash crunch following the
grounding of most of its Pratt
& Whimey-powered aireraft
due to a shortage of spare parts.
It has sought aid from the en-
gine supplier; but no resolution
has emergod so far

According to its bankruptey
filing, the airline had total lia-
bilities of 211,463 crore, includ-
ing ¥1,292 crore borrowed un-
der the government's Covid-19
Emergency Crodit Line Guar-
antee Scheme, T2.660 crore
owed to aireraft lessors and
21,202 crore to vendors and
suppliers.
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Al DRUG TESTS
FLAG TWO
MORE PILOTS

ASHOKE RAJ n New Delhi

At least two more Air India
(Al) pilots have tested positive
for prohibited psychoactive
substances during special
preliminary drug screening,
airline sources said on
Monday, as the airline
expands testing of its flight
crew after Phuket-Delhi flight
incident earlier this month.
However, confirmatory labo-

Representalive image
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

ratory tests will be required
before any final conclusion
can be reached.

The two pilots were among
around 400 Al pilots screened
so far under the airline's
expanded drug-testing pro-
gramme, according to
reports. Further action
against the two pilots, if any,
will depend on the outcome
of the confirmatory tests.

The development comes
days after Al announced that
it would screen all its pilots
for psychoactive substances.
The expanded testing pro-
gramme goes beyond the
existing regulatory require-
ment, under which at least 10
per cent of flight crew are
subjected to random drug
testing each year.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

Al drug tests flag two
more pilots

The airline’s decision followed an August 4 inci-
dent involving an Airbus A320neo operating from
Phuket to Delhi. The aircraft experienced a
sudden loss of about 300 feet in altitude while
flying over Odisha, leaving several passengers
and crew members injured before the aircraft
landed safely in Delhi.

The pilot-in-command subsequently tested
positive for marijuana in a confirmatory labora-
tory test. His preliminary screening had initial-
ly indicated the possible presence of a psychoac-
tive substance, prompting further testing.

Following the incident, Al expanded drug
screening to cover all its pilots, including those
employed by Air India Express. Testing is being
carried out during training sessions, after flights
and at designated locations, including the
airline’s Gurugram academy and pilots' home
bases. The latest preliminary results have
emerged amid heightened scrutiny of pilot
fitness and aviation safety. The two newly
flagged pilots are expected to undergo the pre-
scribed confirmatory testing process.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has previously proposed a two-stage
testing process for aviation personnel. Under the
procedure, personnel who test positive during
preliminary screening may be removed from
safety-sensitive duties until confirmatory test
results are available.

The Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau is
separately investigating the August 4 Phuket-
Delhi incident. The probe is examining tech-
nical, operational and other factors that may

have contributed to the aircraft's sudden loss
of altitude.
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SAS to launch
flights between
Copenhagen &
Mum from Oct

Mumbai: After a bungled-
up launch in June, Scamdi-
navian Aidines (SAS) on
Monday announced  its
muchawaited retorn to In-
diaon Oct 3 with direct, non-
stop flishts between Mum-
bai and Copenhagen. The
laumch Copenhagen-Muom-
bai flight will leave on Oct1.

After an absonce of 17 ye-
ars, SASwas scheduled tore-
commence its India flights
on Jome 4, but the inanguaral
flight had to torn back mid-
way over regulatory issoes.
About four hours after de-
parting Copenhagen, the
A afrcraft  operating
flight SK 969 was overhead
in Azerbaijan when the air-
craft torned back and diver-
ted to Copenhagen. With the
final regulatory clearance
pending, the airline cancel-
led its flights to Mumbai,
while offoring passengers a
refund or rehooking them
on alternative flights.

In the current schedule,
operate the route five times
weokly; with the new servi-
ce set to offer connections to
onwarid destinations, incha-
ding New York, Boston, and
Toronto. e
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2 Air India pilots
fail prelim dope
test, grounded

1 'he one-time drog testing
drive for all Air India
group pilots, which began
last Thursday has so far
foumd two positive results in
screening tests from among
the 300-40pilots who have so
far provided samples.
Confirmatory tests are
being conducted for the two,
and they have been taken off
flying duty, pending the re-
sultof thesame:.
Aland Al Express togeth-
er haveabout 5,000 pilots.
Aviation regulator
DGCAsrules stipulate thata
pilot testing positive for con-
sumption of psychoactive
substances for the first time
be referred for deaddiction
and rehabilitation. Such a
crew member can retorn to
active doty with a negative
dope test report. P9
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Frame airfare
rules by Sept 7,
SC tells Centre

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday set a deadline of
Sept 7 for govt to frame now
aviation rules to deal with
complaints of arbitrary airli-
ne ticket pricing and inade-
quate regulatory oversight.
A bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath and Sandeep Mehta
granted three weeks' time af-
ter govt songht more time to
frame rules. Additional solici-
tor genoral Anil Kamshik pla-
ced before the bench the draft
rules in a sealed enwvelope for
the court's perusal The bench,
after going through the draft
rules, directed govt to finalise
them by Sept 7 when it will take
up thecase for further hearing.
The petitioner armed airli-
nes were charging passengers
cxorbitant fares during festiv-
als and holidays and alleged ov-
on govt's existing official mem-
orandum was not beirg follow-
od. He referred to a statement
made by civil aviation minister
in Parliament that povt could
not imposecapon airfares.
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New Delhi: The ongoing one-
time dope tests administered
to all Air India group pilots
beginning last Thursday have
so far seen two non-negative
resulis among the “300-4007
cockpit crew members who
have provided samples so far:
According to sources, the two
employees have been taken
off flying duty as confirmato-

2 Al pilots have failed dope test so far, taken off duty

ry tests are comducted and fi-
nal report is awaited.

Al and Al Express together
employ around 5,000 pilots. Af-
ter the pilot of Al's badly rait-
led Aug 4 Phuket-Delhi flight
tested positive ina confirmato-
ry test, the group had decided

tocorduct thisone-timeexerci-
se on all its pilots to “protect
and snstain the trust of mil-
lioms of passengers” that Al
has carned over decades.
Directorate General of Ci-
vil Aviation (DGCA) rules sti-
pulate thata pilot who tests po-

sitive for consumption of psy-
choactive substances for the
first time should be referred
for de-addiction and rehabili-
tation. Such a crew member
can retarn to active duty once
he tests negative. After reso-
ming flying, if the same per-

som tests positive forpsychoac-
tive substances, their licence
will be suspended for three ye-
ars. If the same person tests
positive a third time, their fly-
ing Heemee will be cancelled.
The aviation ministry has
directed DGCA toamend exis-

ting dope testing require-
ments by increasing the per-
centage of personnel who will
be mandatorily tested.

It has also directed DGCA
to ensure stricter consequen-
ces for those taking “real”
drugs, while giving second
and third chances to those tes-
ting non-negative after taking
certain medicines. T
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447 unruly passengers put
on no-ly list’ since 2017

SHEKHAR SINGH

THINNEE & FeS LNV

NEW DELI, MIGUST 17

The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion (AMoCA) data revealed
that #7 passengers have
been placed on the “no-fly
ist" for unruly behaviour
onboard airemil

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
introduced regulations for
handling unruly passen-
gers in 2017

Under the existing frame.
work, unruly passengers are
broadly categorsed into
three levels based on the
severity of their misconduct.
Rillowing eecommendations
of an internial cormmit bes, air-
linescan impose flying bans,
with the duration depending
on the severity of the mis-
conduct. The no-fly list is
maintained by the DGCA
based on information pro-
vaded by arlines.

The duta comes amid
Erowing concern over inci-
dents involving passenger
g EreEsion, arguments
with cabin crew and disrup-
tive behaviour onboard air-

craft, which can pose a sofe-
tv risk to passengers, crew
and the aireraft.

According to  officials,
under the DGCA's Cabin
Safety Circular 01 of 2025, air-
lines are required to report
incidents involving passen-
ger misconduct, passenger
rage or unmily behaviour
within 12 hours by email

“Detailed information has
to be submitted to the DGCA
within 24 hours of the aircraft
landing ™ an official said.

The DGCA has also pre-
soribed B repulatory frame-
work under the Crvil Aviation
Requirements (CAR) for
dealing with unruly and dis
ruptive passenpers and
maintaining sfety, discipline
and order onboand aircraft.

“Before a passenger s
placed on the no-ly list, air-
lines are required to follow
a prescribed procedure and
hold the passenger
accountable. The aclion is
bazed on the recommenda-
tions of an mternal commit-
tee constituted in accor
dance with the CAR." the
official added,

Two more Al pilots
fail prelim drug test

TrruNeE News SERVICE

NEW DELIL, ADGUST 1T
Twomore Alr Indi pilots have
lested "non-negative” in pre-
Eminary drug screening,
widening sorutiny of the air-
ine’s cockpit orew after the
Phukd-Delhi fQight incident
inwhich its pilot-in-command
tested positive for dnups,

The two pilots have been de-
metered. while their samples
harve: been sent for confirmato-
ry Lesting. The Gnal results ane
expected within 24 to 48 hours,
sources said The develop-
ment comes as Air India and
Air India Express continuea
group-wide screening pro-
pramme  launched on
August 13, under which oll
pilots are being tested for
peychoactive substances and
medications o bk b el
under prevalling reguls-
tions, Sofar, around 35010 400
pilots of the Air India Group
have undergone the screen-
myg, solrces said,
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