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After Years Of Wait, Sports
University Plan Picks Pace

Key Approvals Secured, To Come Up On 79-Acre Campus

Abhinav.Rajput@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi govt is gearing up to
start the construction of a “world-
class” sports university on 79 acres at
Ghevra village. PWD has compiled a
comprehensive assessment detailing
completed tasks and pending initiati-
vies for the project in outer Delhi.

According to details shared by so-
urces in Delhi govt, a consultant for the
comprehensive construction plan was
appointed and the conceptual blue-
print received approval. An estimated
budget of Rs 2172 crore was earmar-
kedfor theconstruction and submitted
to the joint director of Delhi Sports
University for administrative appro-
vil and expenditure,

The environmental impact of the
project is also under consideration. A
recent survey revealed that 88 trees ne-
ed to be transplanted, said sources.
Public Works Department was ashed
to coordinate with university officials
for compensatory plantation on land
desmed sulitable for afforestation, said
an official. As of now, major statutory
and local body approvals have been re-
ceived, These include clearances from
Airport Authority of India, Delhi Ur-
ban Art Commission, Delhi Fire Servi-
ces and the local body authority An
approval from the forest department

Al Image

and the final nod for environmental
clearance is awaited, following which
the work will start, said an official.

The proposed facilities promise an
academic and administrative block,
hostel and residential guarters, and
sports-specific infrastructures, Thedi-
seiplines include multiple foothall,
basketball, badminton, volleyball, ten-
nis, hockey and cricket courts; synthe-
tic indoor arenas for gymnastics, fen-
cing, judo, wrestling, taekwondn,
chess and kabaddi. Also, thers will be
shooting and archery facilities with
shooting ranges, an archery zone and
running tracks. For swimming, there
will be indoor and outdoor pools, hyvd-
rotherapy rooms, hot and cold plunge
pools, and wellness spaces like a
spaand sauna,

With a total built-up area of 3,10.658
square metres, Delhi Sports Universi-
bty announced in 2020-21, aims to offer
top-tier infrastructure and holistic
support for sportspersons from across
the country, said an official. It hopes to
nurture and encourage the best spor-
ting talent in the country to produce
medal-winning athletes. The universi-
ty will have training facilities and lear-
ning centres where students will learn
about the technigues of a particular
game, he said.

The upcoming campus will have
schonls of sports technology, sports
health science, sports ethics humani-
ties and social science, sports econo-
mics and management, sports archi-
tecture, and physical education and
teachertraining,

There is also a plan to construct a
central library with a capacity of 1,000
students, a sclence centre of sports, an
e-book facility, ete. The buildings may
have around 20 storeys or more with a
foothall ground, running tracks, twoco-
urts each for tennis, basketball and val-
levhall, eight-10 courts for badminton,
and an aquatic centre with four all-we-
atherswimming pools, It will have sepa-
rate indeorand outdoor facilities witha
shooting area, archery field, taskwon-
do, chess, kabaddi and table tennis, ac-
cording to the plan proposed earlier
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Delhi-Imphal flight hit
by tech snag, returns

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An IndiGo flight
from Delhi to Imphal was
forced to return to the Indira
Gandhi International (IGI) Air-
port on Thursday morning
after developing a technical
snag shortly after take-off, offi-
cials said.

“Flight 6E 5118 operating
from Delhi to Imphal on July
17,2025, reported a minor tech-
nical snag soon after take-off,”
an IndiGo spokesperson said.
“As a precautionary measure,
the pilots decided to turn back

and landed safely at Delhi's IG1
Airport, in line with mandatory
procedures.” The spokesperson
added that the aircraft under-
went necessary checks and
resumed its journey shortly
thereafter.

Officials said the flight first
took off from Delhi at around
10.25am but turned back soon
after and landed safely at IGI
Airportat1l.16am.

“After technical inspections,
the aircraft departed again
around 12.30pm and landed in
Imphal at 2.53pm, against its
scheduled arrival time of
1.10pm,” an airport official said.

18 JULY 2025
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Imphal-bound
Indigo flight
returns to 1GI
after tech snag

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 0 hew Dedv

FOR the second time in just
over 12 hours, an [ndiGo Might
developed a mid-alr technical
issue and had 1o reroute, On
Thursday, an IndiGo flight with
nearly 150 passengers [lying
from Delhi to Imphal had to e
turn b the [ndiva Gandhi Invter
natiomal (1G1 Alrport about an
hour after takeolT due to atech
nical snag.

Flight 8E 5118, an Alrbus
ARINeo, took off from Termi-
nal 3 at 10:34 am. sccording to
flight racking webaite Flight
radiar2d. Tireturned o Delhian
hour later and departed again
at 12032 pm. reaching Imphal of
253 pm—aver W minutes later
than its scheduled arrival of
1:10 pam. Indigo confirmed the
return of the Oight on Thurs
fay alternoon

Anofficial siatement said, A
minor technical snag was de
tected soon afler take-ofl on
flight 6E 5118 aperating from
Dwelhi to Imphal on July 17, As
a precaut ionary step, the pilots
decided to turn-back and land
o safely ot 1GI Alrpart, Delhl. ™
In line with the mandatory pro-
cedures, the aireraft underweni
necessary checks amd resumed
the journey shortly thereafter,
it added. IndiGodid not specify
the nature of the snag. On
Wednesday night, an IndiGo
Delhi-Goa Aight with 191 peo
ple was diverted to Mumbal of
ter an engine fb@illure.
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IndiGo urged to increase
services from Dibrugarh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, July 16: In
a concerted push to enhance
the city's air connectivity, a
delegation from the Dibru-
garh Press Club met with sen-
ior officials of IndiGo Airlines
at Manohari Resort today,
submitting a memorandum
that called for the introduc-
tion of direct flights from Di-
brugarh to Mumbai and Jaipur,
as well as evening services to
Guwahati and Kolkata.

The IndiGo delegation was
led by Sushanta Chatterjee,
associate director, Sales
(East), accompanied by Sa-
gar Bhattacharya, assistant
manager, Sales, and Rajesh
Roy, manager, Sales.

Highlighting Dibrugarh’s
growing strategic and eco-
nomic significance — especial-
ly following its recent desig-
nation as the second capital of

Assam - the Press Club em-
phasized the urgent need for
improved air connectivity. As
a vital gateway to upper As-
sam and several key districts
of Arunachal Pradesh, Dibru-
garh has seen a steady rise in
passenger traffic, business ac-
tivity, and tourism. The up-
coming renaming of the Di-
brugarh airport in honour of
Bharat Ratna Dr Bhupen Haz-
arika is expected to further
increase its prominence.
Improved connectivity
with metro cities like Mum-
baiand Jaipur would not only
benefit business travellers,
tea industry stakeholders,
and medical patients, but also
serve students, media pro-
fessionals, and the wider pub-
lic — strengthening Dibru-
garh's role as a critical avia-
tion hub in the Northeast.
The IndiGo officials re-
sponded positively, assuring

the delegation that the propos-
als would be forwarded to the
airline’s network planning
team for further consideration.

The Press Club delegation
was led by president Manash
Jvoti Dutta, vice-president
Anil Kumar Poddar, and gen-
eral secretary Ripunjoy Das.
Joining the initiative, local or-
ganization Eastern Assam
Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry also submitted a mem-
orandum urging the expan-
sion of flight services.

Additionally, the Bharativa
Cha Parishad also submitted
a separate memorandum on
the issue.

With Dibrugarh emerging
as a pivotal economic and lo-
gistical hub in Northeast In-
dia, stakeholders hope that
airlines like IndiGo will rec-
ognize the city's potential and
respond with greater integra-
tion into national air routes.
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" Aegean Airlines to launch non-stop
Greece-India flights from next March

Amaesll Phadnis
Murmbai

Non-stop flights between In-
diz and Greece will begin
next March, with Aegean Air-
lines advancing its launch

ns.

The Greek airline an-
nounced the induction of
two Airbus A321XLR aircraft
in December 2025 and Janu-
ary 2026, which will enable
the start of new services.

On Wednesday, the airline
said thar it will commence
five weekly flights to Delhi
from mext March and three
weekly flights to Mumbai
from nex May.

ACCELERATE ACCESS
The Airbus A32I1NLR air-
craft, which entered into ser-
vice globally last November,
enables airlines to open new
long-haul routes.

Aegean’s plans to launch
the new flights come amid
the strengthening of rela-
tions berween India and
Greece.

In 2023, the two countries
elevated ties to a strategic
partnership, which includes
enhanced connectivity
through the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic
Corridor.

GREECE CALLING
Aegean Chairman Eftichios
Vassilakis said that the addi-
tion of the two A321neo XLR
aircraft with special config-
uration would accelerate the
airline’s access to the ex-
tremely important Indian
market.

“This allows for the imme-
diare upgrade of our product
and services to destinarions
outside the European Union,
longer than four hours, in
which we already operate,”

he added. Over 90,000 pas-
sengers flew between India
and Greece in FY25 via hubs
in West Asia or Istanbul.

HUGE POTENTIAL
Interest for travel to Greece
has been growing with Greek
travel firms and hooury re-
sorts, such as Costa Nav-
arino, conducting roadshows
in India.

“India is a market we
deeply respect, and we are
excited about the potential
for meaningful collaboration
and growth,” said Evgenios
Dendrinos, Managing Dir-
ector of TEMES, the de-
veloper of Costa Navarino.

Travel industry sources,
however, point out that
bookings to Greece are not
seeing the desired uptick.

“Visa issues are a major
concern,” an executive said,
referring to  processing
delays.
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IndiGo flight makes
emergency landing
due to engine failure

A Goa-bound IndiGo plane from Delhi made
an ecmergency lmding in Mumbai on
Wednesday due to a mid-air engine failure,
according to a source. The aircraft A320 neo,
operating the flight 6E 6271, was diverted to
Mumbai and made an emerpency landing at
0.52 pm, the source said. In a statement on
Wednesday, an IndiGo spokesperson said &
technical snag was detected on fight 6E 6271
while fying from Delhi to Manchar
Intemational Afrport, Goa. According to the
mirline, the aircmft was diverted and landed
at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport, Mumbai. PTI
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Air India junior pilot asked captain why he turned off fuel switches: WSJ

THE WALL
STREET JOURNAL
REPORT, THE
FIRST OFFICER
EXPRESSED
SURPRISE

THAT THE FUEL
SWITCHES WERE
OFF AND THEN
PANICKED,
WHILE THE
CAPTAIN
SEEMED TO
REMAIN CALM

BLOOMBERG
7 july
A pockpit voice recording of doomed
Air India Flight i indicates the
younger oo-pilof asked his more
experienced colleaguewhy he
turmed off the plane's fael-supply
switches, according to people
familisrwith the matter.
Theinformation. from people
who askid not to be identified
because they're not suthorised to
speak publicly, reveals tor the st
time who szid what in the flight
deck The exchange was first
mentioned in last week's
preliminary report from India’s
Alreraft Accident Investization
Bureau probing the June 12 crash in

Ahmedakhad, but without
identifying the speakers.

The report had shown two fuel
switches in the cockpit were moved
toa cut-off position, causing the
Boring Co 787 Dreatmliner tolose Lift
and crash 32 seconds alter takeoff
The other pilot had dended mming
off the switches, acoording to the
AATR, which had cxtracted dats
from the cockpit voice reeonder

Aviation experts bad speculsted
thnt itwas first officer Clive Eunider
whio had posed the question to
captain Sumeet Sabharwal given
Kunderwas the pilot flying and
wotkd have had his bands full —one
on the yobe coommanding the
widebody into the skies, and the
other on the throttle controlking the

aircraft’s speed. The Wiell Street
Jorwrmal proviously reported who
=aid what in the exchange.

The initinl imvestipation showed
that the fuel-contml switches wern
tumed off immediately after the
plane departed. While the move was
reversed about 10 secomds 1ater, it
wits too late to avert the June 13 crash
that killed 260 people on board the
planeznd on the ground.

How and why the switches came
tobe tumed off — cutting the flow of
fuel to the engines — ame now the ey
lines of inguiry for investigators.
Officials are probing whet her it coubd
be the result of a filure of the plune's
gystems or hmen emor. The bao
switchies sit af the lower end ofthe
aircraft’s centre console between the

PAGE 24
Media reports on AT
crash premature: AAIB

Speculution insections of the fomeign

midia regarding the cawse of the
Air India flight Ali7 crashis
“unfounded” and “premature”, said

G VG Yougandhar, director-general of

the Afrcraft Accident Tnvestigstion
Burean {AATB).

two pilot seats and near the thrust
levers, and they'ne desipred oo way
to prevent unintended movement.
There are metal puardson either side
of the mushmom-shaped knobs, and
theswitches themsehves have a

spring-lnaded locking mechanism,
recquirng apilot to pull them up
before changing the position. Once
moved, the switches lock in the nin
arcutolf position with atabat

their hase. Turn ko Page G

‘Air India junior pilot
asked captain why he
turned off fuel switches’

While the new details add
fresh pemspective on the con-
[usion in the cockpit during
the 12 seconids between take-
off end crash, invesligators
still himven't deawn any diefimi-
tive conclusions.

The cockpit recording
could be even more revela-
tory, according to Michael
Daniiel, a retired Federal Avi-
ation Administration inspec-
tor and accident investizgator:

“There ame  multiple
microphones around the
cockpit including theirhead-
sots,” said Daniel.

The mic positions mean
it's possible that it captured
and discerned not just the
soundd of the fuel switches
being turned off. but the
direction from which it cime
in the cockpit — ofering
[nwestigatars definitive

information as towho cut off
fuel supply to the planes
engines, he ssid.

Eagrlier this week, Indias
civil aviation athority
ordered an  inspection of
cockpit fuel switches on
Boeing 737 and 787 aircraft
operating inthe countryinan
effort to ascertiin whether
the cmsh was caussd by
equipment [zilure.

Aviation psychologists
and medical specialists ame
alspinvalved in the imvestiga-
Hopm = @ typicel pmdioe
scross the aviation industry
— o probe the role of the
pilots in the crash.

The first officer expressed
surprise that the foel switches
were ofl and then panicked,
the Wall Streel Jowrmod
reported, citing people fam-
iliar with US officials” early
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Too early todraw

conclusions: AAIB
on A-I crash probe

Burcau's D-G calls speculation in certain sections
of foreizn media unfounded’ and ‘premature’

Wreckage-ol the Alr [ndla Boelng 7H7-8 Dreamd Iner plane placed ommsbde Sardar

Wallabivbhal Pasel lsnersadonal Alepon bn Ahmesdabed il

DICIPAS PATEL
By Dl 17 iy

Specularion s sections of the forelgs
medls repasding the cause of the Alr Inidls
A1) Higha Al croshs b "wnfounded ” sl
“peemarre”, 0 VO Vugandher, desceo
genera] Gl the Adrea Accldent [nvestips
tlan Eroreau (AARN), seid an Thursdey
evening

Thi Is the fes public scemenr by
Yogundhar ghnoe the June 12 crash ol &7
Boeing 7878 abroeal, which kiled 2310l the
22 people onboget.

Tred ‘Wppeal’, his AaEment mme
oS afier Tiee TR Spreer Xiurmal [WED
ustiished o repoe shat polned oCapmEaln
Sumeser Sobherunl nemisg off fusl
it hes psenerns hefors e crs.

Yieganthar on Thursday evening it
“Irls Eskemiinl o0 e the sensithviry of
the loss taced by tamlly members of
derease [EEsengers, cew of the alecmft.
and oifer deceassd persons oo the
ground ™

"IE b EOTIE G ALY AT o theat Cor
minserorsalthe Intemeiona mesdls are
ety e g - cond uskins
rnughsclersveand unvernifed pepaming.
Such sctloms are irmespocsite, especially
wihilke the InveigaTion hemains osging.”
hesakid

Tl AAZH ko redeseed s prediminary

et cin July 1z, wh eh eveadsd thas Pus|
ey o Exorh eeegines wad oue off shortly
after nakeenlT. The reo foel commrol fwiiches
weere v torhe outedT posdton inquisk
sl sl sEhmghthey were nmed
b koo ol Insecimnds bies, theengings
had aiready Tamed oo

“The purpees of the AAIF: Investgs
thon and prelimisary repo s 1o s
Infonmation. shoutwhee happened. Azthis
sage. 11 s poo eardy 1o reach amy definite
monchsions” Vogandhse ssld on Thums
iy, v g e puibtic and mesdi o retin
froim s pread ing premarare caraitves thin
sk e ring he integriry of thednves
tigative process”.

Eie anressed] chat the AR was Lnvesti
Eing Ehe crssh “Fignrously and mosr peo
Emionally™  wnder the Alecraf
(Inwvestigation of Aocidens s Incidenss)
Rules, 217, which govern Indla’s obligs
tlons wnider Ineemssions saarion proto
ok, noishly the Imeemaions Cvil
Avieion Organimtion’s Anoex 1. These
nules Loy down peneedaress for npasial,
non-criminal InvestgErions foomsed on
salery imrvement mher than hlame.

Wogandhar also upderlinesd AAIES
track record, naing dha i hadbmvesizated
g2 pccidenrs and 1 serlons ncldenes sinee
s Inceprion in 2002 He called the Al
crash "the mess devastnlng soddenr in
recent aviation hisony
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AAIB Slams ‘Selective Reporting’ on A1171 Crash, Calls for Restraint

Probe body's preliminary report was criticised by airline officials and pilots saying that it was neither objective nor complete

Our Bureau

New Delhic Inddia’s Alncraft Aoc
dend Investisation Burent (AAE
s called for restraing Erom the puls
L and irvies et ional medings itcon
Houes s imvestiestion o ket
munth’s Adr India crash which aut-
herities: benve deseribed as ane of the
et dievistading aviation incidents
i recend s

An Alr India Boeing THT aircraft
crashe] shorily after taking off in
‘Lhmnla.l:u‘.lunJu.ueLkLI]w.:_"Ll'pe
opie: Initial firdings by A ATR, teled
with p the acrident, said the
planes fisd swibches were disengrs
prsl seremids afker faking off The e

prort ks mentionesd that thers was
comfisirm among the tao pilobs abo
i who disensymed the sl switch,
whirh regubsies the flow of il o
theemsine

The appenl from AAR dirsctor g
peral GVG Yugandhor cime follo
wing a repart in The Wall Street Jo
wrmal that a cockpif reconding of dis
logie betvoren the two pilots of the
ill-Exted Adr Incdicn Blight i icites the
captain out the Dow of fuel to the pla
neserrines beadingrto fhe crash. The
et also syird 175 officials el thai
crimimal authorites should meview
the= matier

The AAIR said in o shiement on
Thisrsday that i s condisciing a i
grronis and e prrofesional™ probe

in Tine wiith Indisn and internnfional
stamufamis, Thetnimemni bos imest s
et 4 aridenis and T serions ok
denix ginee s esihlihment jin S0

While achnouwisiping the signifl
ot public ioerest and shodk e

by Ehe icident, the AAH oii
tooed opninst “creatimg
. publicaniety arangst to-
E s ety of Tl ane
Inrdy on the bosis of wnfo

unded Bacts.”

“It has oo 1o our atbention st
oerininsectionsof the infertntional
medin e re iy m|:1|:|
i S s et
and imyerified reporting.” H:e.‘l_'l.lEI-
sarin], irrping the puhlie and media to

mvuid spresding prematiare narmti
wes that could undermine the e
rity of the investigation.

The apency emphasissd that its pre
Imamary report s focoesed on exple
ming “what happened ™ bl warned
that it s “tooearhy o resch any defing
teooncusions, " and thai the imestiza
tion remains ongning. A final repact,
imcluding cnmes and recommenda
oo, will be Bssinerd a2 Lnter dade

AAE called on 2l sakebolders to
await the publication of the foml me
ot Tt sl gt the vt
tion will be prowidesd ns and when
therwisinformation of techmicsl and
prabelic irberest

The buresi’s preliminary report
I fiiows] eritic i Brom airdine offi

cials amd experts syying that i el
trvely posvea sinpe sentence froen the
moekpt voice memoder which s
while ghiing oo ofher detadls 1t dbso
szl thest it b o imsérue
o fior the 787 manisfhe
turer Bosing aod emsine
supplier GE.

The report also referen
s 3 J FAN achvisory
it warned of possibile
disengapementiol the el
swich-locking  mechs
nism in another airoraf
type As the ulvisory was
not linksi i an insie
mnditiens, Alr Indin did
ok Erepect s fleel. Hioe

tiroittle and fiiel oontrol modile in
mEJmTMsmﬁE:md.!us
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Air India Junior Pilot
Asked Captain Why He
Turned Off Fuel Switches

Initial probe shows fuel-control switches were turned off soon
after plane departed and the action was reversed seconds later

Bloomberg

oockpat voiee recording of doo

med Al 171 indicates the younger

coepilot asked his more experien

sl calleagise whi he turned off

the plane’s friel-sipply switches, socor
ing teypeople familiar with the mather

The Information, from people who =
ked not to be Hentilied because they're
not airthorized to speak publicly reveals
for the first time who saded what in the
Right deck. The exchange was first men:
tioned in last week's preliminary report
from Abcralt Accident Investigation
Bareau  (AATH) ing the June 12
crash in Ahmedabad, bat without iden
tifying the speakers.

The r= had shown two foel owit
chirs in the cockpit were moved o o cut
utl;l'.lfuslllun.:nl.uinu the Boebme M7 Dire

ner o lose Eifk and crash 32 seoonds
after taheoff. The other pilot had denied
tarning off the switches, acoording o
the AATR which had extracted dats
From the cockpit vodce reconder

Axiation experts had speculabed that it
v first officer Clive Kunder who had po
s e ql.l:il'lm in captain Sumest Saby
hiarwal given Kunder vas the pilot Syimgs
and wonld e had his hands fisll — o=
e the volkie commaind ing e widebody o
i) the skies, and the other on the theottes
comtrolling the aireraft's speed. The Wall
Street Jourmal previsisky reparted who
said wha in the excchanyze

The initial investieation showed ithai
the fuebontrol switches were furmed
off Enmediately after the plane depar.

tesl. While the marre was reversed aboit
1l seconds loter, it was too e o avert
theer June 13 arash that killed 360 people
on board the plame and on the groumd

o s wity Ehe s b rommes i be tior
med e . otttz thwe Bl fioed o fheengi
=8 — are o thie Jereyt Timieess off imsquriey finr
imestigninrs. Officisls are probing whet
te=r it oourded e hee resnile of o frilure of the
plane's sysierms or haman error

The two siitcbes sif at the bwereod of
the adrerafi’s center monsale between the
ton pilot seats aod near fhe throst ke,
and they're desizned in 2wy o prevent
urimberded movesmnenl, Thereare metal pu
ands on eifher side af the koobs, oo the
sadiches themselvws e 3 spring ndef
Inching mechamism, reqisiring a pilot o
] e v B changsinge the positinn.
Oie e, thesw itrhes knck in the ruin or
cuisnd¥ pom ftiom with s tnkat fhesir hese.

While the new details ardd fresh
spective on the confusion in the cockpit
thiring the 32 seconds between takeoff
and crash, lvestipaiors =810 hawen
drawnany definitive conclusions

The cockplt reconding could be even
more bory, according fo Michael
Daniel aretined Federal Aviation Admi
nistration inspector and sccident ioves
tigmior: “There are moltiple micropho
mes aroiind ihe cockpit incliding their
hendseds.” said Daniel

JSamndstnCrash

Fued switches Abncraft lost 1ift
turmed off seconds | and orashed 32
after fakeoft sernnds A3ter
Focs of Investigatian
Human error | Fuel sitches
or equipment | reversed after 10
tailure? seconds—ing late

Cockpit recosding: First Hime waloe
rales identified in pubic reports,

Inwestigators analysing mic
directionality o pinpoint who acted
Aviation psychologists and medical

professionals imvolved to probe the
rale of 1he pilods in the orash

Fued Switch Design: Buiit
o Prevent Mistakas

Located ‘Spring-loaded lock «
bebween pllots. | metal puards 1o
under throttle | avoid accidental use

Requires deliberate \ift and e 1o
change state
FINAL REPORT PENDENG WITH FUILL

5 AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Themic positionsmeon i's possihlethat it
cptured and discernedt ot just the sownd
it ol wwvi Bty bedng burmed of bt ihe
i rection from which i came in the it

ofiering imvestigator definitive i
matinon & o who cat off fiss supply o the
ey erapimes, e anin

Enrlier this wesk, Indis's cfril ovistion
authority ardecetan ln:p-ecu:md’ cock-
pit fned switches on Boeing 747 and 707
atrcrafl operating in the coundry inan
effort o ascerinin whether the crash
was catsserd] by equibpement Padlure.

Aviafion psychologists amd mesfical
specialisisare slen imalved in the imes
tigation - a typical practice across the
avimtion indristry — toprobe the role-of
thse prilods in fhecrash,

The first officer expressed sirpriss
thnt the fel switches wers off and then
pnirked, fthie Wall Strest Jourmal repor
bl citing people Baenilrwith US offbcl
ils" early assessment of evidence The
captain seemed to remmin calm, sooor
dingio the report: The Aidine Pilots" As
sociation of Lodia has prished bhack on
humanaction s the couse.

The 115 National Transportation Safety
Baard, which ispsssting nibhe probe, me
ferred guestions to the Indian nuthoriti
2. Boeing akso refierred guessions bo A
IR Alr Incdka amd GE, which mamafsctu
red theengines, declined bocommment
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DETAILED PROBE UNDERWAY, TO IDENTIFY ROOT CAUSES: BUREAU

Too early for conclusions,
says AAIB, urges restraint

FE BUREAL
Hew Delhi, July 17

IN THE WAKE of mounting
nterna hnnal\[u-nllnhnn over
the causeof theAir India Akght
171 erash, the Alrerafi Aect-
dent Irvestipation Bureau
{AAll) on Thursday issued a
statement, urging media and
the public to refraln from
rlrawmg premature conclu
sions while the investigation
M am s 0ngong

The appeal came hours
after The Wall Street oiroal
reported that the cockpit
woice recorder of the plane
suzgests that the first officer
questioned the captain about
switching off the afrcraft’s
fuiel siipply just seconds
before the crash. Citing
unnamed sources, the report
identified the voices captired
I the recording and high-
lighted the confusion in the
cockpit, reviving speculatisn
arogind pnulh!r human ermsr

The june 12 crash killed
260 pH:-Flle :.Iu.lr1[}' after the
flight took off from Ahmed
abad for London Gatwick
AALB, which released a pre
lIminaryreport st week, has
now reiterated that it is too
garky to pinpolnt the cause.

“It has comae to ouratten
tion that certaln sections of
the international media are
repeatedly attempting to

= = =
‘Wreckage of the Alr India Boeing 787-8 Dreamiiner plana
sits on the apen ground, outside Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport in Ahmedabad

T

GVG YUGAHDH AR,
DRECTOR-GENERAL , AAIR
Certain sections of
the international
media are repeatedly
attempting to
drawconclusions
through selective
and unverified
reporting. Such
actions are
irresponsible

draw conclosions throogh
selective and unverified
reporting,” GVG Yugandhar,
AALB director-general, sald.
“Such actions are irresponsi
ble, especiallywhile the nves-
tigation remains ongoing,”

Without naming the WS/
report directly, the AAIB
warned that efiorts to assign
blame at this stage risk
compromising the integrity
of the probe. “This is not
the time tocreate public anx
lety or angst towards the
safety of the Indian aviation
Industry, particularly on the
basis of unfounded facts,”
Yugandhar said.

The burean stressed that
the preliminary report is only

meant to outline "what™ hap
pr.n.l.-d. and Aot "w|1y". The
detailed examination of flight
data and cockpit recordings,
along with technical asses
ments, are still underway. “At
this stage, it is too A rl‘_!," to
reach any definite conclu-
sinns, The final investigation
report will come outwith root
Causes J|II|L| I:EI:I.‘II1:II:I1E‘JII'J.-1'
tons,” AALE said.

The bureau also under-
scored its track record of pro
fessional, indepe ndent inves-
ﬁg.‘qtmn 5, nnting it has
handled 92 aceidents and 111
serious incidents since its
inception in 2013, The probe
mtothe &l 171 crash s heing
monducted inlinewith theAir

craft {[nvestigation of Acci
dents and Incidents) Mules,
1017, and the standards laid
out in ICADAnRDex 13,
Investigators ame exploring
both human and mechanbcal
poxsibilities behind the inad
vertent shutdown of the alr-
coaft'sengines.
Acknowledging the
ifitense |:lu|‘.||i.|.' interest and
the grief of the wictims' fam-
ilies, AAIB said it would
releaseupdates when appro
priate. "It k= essential to
respect the sensit i.T'ln.' of the
loss faced by fam iy membees
ofdeceased PASSCTIEETS, Crew
of the aircraft and other
deceased Persons on
ground,” the burean said.
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There’s no evidence to suggest
pilot downed plane: US expert

ARFAIAVRID
July 17

uUs AVIATION EXPERT Mary
Schiavo has wiccied claims that
human errorled to theAlr India
crash b Alvmedaliad vl o k=it
260 people dead

Areport by WS haselalmed
that the cockpit voice recond
ings [CVRs) suggest that Cap-
tain Sumeet Sabharwal cut off

the fuel supphye.
“There & no  evidence
ofthieSchiavotold fmandaler

warcow "There was an ANA

Il Mippon Alrways) flight in
2019 inwhich the 787 alrcraft
did thisitself, whiale the ﬂ'@'ht
was on: final appmoach. No pllot
input cuttin gnﬂ the fuel what
somer, she said.

US aviation expert
Mary Schiavo

The software glitch had
made the Bosng TH 7 think that
twason the ground, and that is
wiwythe thrust contio] malfune-
tion acmmmodation system
cat the fuel supply to the
mglmqfhﬂuﬂﬁnnl!ﬁmﬂxhn
attomey sakd “The pllots never

touched the fuelocutoff,”5chimm
added, "The volces, wonds and
sounds on CV Rs must be cire
fuldly analysed There ix nothing
hemeto BIFErst Fnl ot suiexle or
murder. The full transoript of
the CVR should be released
ASAF to avoid harmful para
pheasing, " dhe sadd.

Pilots"body flags
concerns over AAIR'S
preliminary report

The Federmtion of Indian Filots
(FIF) on Thumday asked the
SOVEMIMENE 10 Te3ssess possi
bletechnlcalmisint erpretation
ormechanicalfaultsinthe Boe
Ing 787-8 plane and sought

inchusion of subject matter

exparts in the probe,

Flagging concermsabout the
AMALE report, FIP sald it falled to
sufficiently consider or ackn
owledge two plausible and pre-
Vi rn:d'!.'n:l ocumented technacal
scenaros, either of which coakd
have ui.ﬁ.;t'lh] an automated
shutdown of both engines. FIP
has written a letter to the elvil
aviation ministry, raising vari
ous concerns related o the cash
probe and the preliminary
report, acoo rding to a sournce,

Inthe letter, the association
alleged that it is not the first
time that systemic Failures
within Bodngainaaft haveini
tiallybeen attributed to pilot
ermror suicit lintent, nn.'l}'1l:|
be disproven by subsequent
investigations

(With PYlinpirs)
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Air India extends Pune-Singapore
flight halt until September 30

FPJNews Network

PLUNE

Air India has extended the sus-
pension of its direct Pune-
Singapore flight (Al2111/2110)
until Sep 30, amid a phased
operational recovery following
the airlines ‘Safety Pause’
annoumced in the aftermath of
the AlI7] crash in Ahmedabad
anJune 12,

September 30, 2025,

The airline had earlier sus-
pended the flight until July 15 In
a statement, Air India said, “As
the schedule reductions taken
as part of the ‘Safety Pause’ had
been implemented ll July 31,

2025, and the restoration to full

operation is being phased, some

services initially planned to

operate between August 1 and
will be
removed from the schedule

(sicy” “While partial restoration
of the airlines gobal schedule
will begin in August, a full
recovery is targeted for October
1, 2025, as per the company’s
current operatonal roadmap
(sic),” the statement added.

The Pune-Singapore flight
was launched in December
2022 by Vistara and was later
integrated into Air Indias ne-
work. Operated five times a

week with an Airbus A321, the
service departs from Pune at
210am IST and arrives in
Singapore at 10.30am GMT

The continued suspension
has triggered criticism on social
media. Sudhir Mehta, chairman
of Pinnacle Industries Limited,
wrote on X (formery Twitter),
“Pune again loses 13 of its direct
international fight connectiv-
i
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IndiGo's Goa flight
makes emergency
landing in Mumbai

Mumbai: A Goa-bound
IndiGo flight from Delhi
made an emergency hnding
here after it was diverted to
the city due to a mid-air
engine failure, according to a
source. The flight, operated
with an Airbus A320neo,
made an emergency hnding
at9.52 pm, the source said.
The number of people on
board could not be immedi-
ately known. "Full emergency
declared for IndiGo flight 6E-
6271, operating on Delhi-Goa
route,” the source said.
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Air India shifts
Ahmedabad-
London flights
to Heathrow
from August 1

FPJ News Service
AHMEDABAD

Air India has made a major
change on the London route
after the tragic accident of
ANT1 flight from Ahmedabad
to London Gatwick on June
12, Air India has decided to
stop  Ahmedabad-London
Gatwick flights and now it has
decided to start flights
between Ahmedabad-
London Heathrow from
August L This flight will oper-
ate thrice a week. Moreover,
the affected passengers will
be contacted directly and
given the option of rebooking
on alternative flights of their
choice or getting a full
refund.

Air India has announced in
a press note that it will oper-
ate flights between
Ahmedabad and London
Heathrow thrice a week from
August | to September 30,
2025. Earlier, this flight ser-
vice was provided between
Ahmedabad and London
Garwick 5 days a week, in
which these changes have
been made. These changes
have been made partially to
re-operate the flight

Air India stated that some
frequencies will resume from
August | compared to July
and all fights will be fully
scheduled from October 1,
2025,

Air India has clarified that
it is directly contacting all
passengers affected by the
flight route changes and is
giving passengers the option
of rebooking on alternative
flights of their choice or get-
ting a full refund. Air India
has also apologised to passen-
gers for the inconvenience.
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Air India crash probe
focuses on actions of

captain, says report

Reuters

A cockpit recording of dia-
logue between the two pi-
lots of the Air India flight
that crashed last month in-
dicates the captain cut the
flow of fuel to the plane’s
engines, the Wall Street
Journal reported on
Wednesday.

The newspaper cited
people familiar with U.S.
officials’ early assessment
of evidence uncovered in
the investigation into the
June 12 crash in Ahmeda-
bad that killed 260 people.

The first officer, who
was flying the Boeing 787
Dreamliner, asked the
more experienced captain
why he moved the fuel
switches to the “cutoff”
position seconds after lift-
ing off the runway, the re-
port said. The two pilots in-
volved were captain
Sumeet Sabharwal and
first officer Clive Kunder.

A preliminary report re-
leased by the Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) on Saturday said
the fuel switches had
switched from run to cutoff
a second apart just after
take-off, but it did not say
how they were flipped.

One pilot was heard on
the cockpit voice recorder
asking the other why he
cut off the fuel. “The other
pilot responded that he did

The remains of the crashed
Air India Boeing 7T87-8.

not do so,” the report said.

Without fuel flowing to
the engines, the London-
bound plane began to lose
thrust. After reaching a
height of 650 feet, the
plane began to sink.

The fuel switches for
both engines were turned
back to run, and the plane
automatically tried restart-
ing the engines, the report
said. But the plane was too
low and too slow to be able
to recover, aviation safety
expert John Nance said.

On Thursday, the AAIB
said it was too early to
reach any “definite conclu-
sions” on what led to the
crash. “We urge both the
public and the media to re-
frain from spreading pre-
mature narratives that risk
undermining the integrity
of the investigative pro-
cess,” AAIB chief GV.G Yu-
gandhar said, adding that
the investigation is still not
complete.
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India junks report linking
senior pilot’s role in crash

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Cockpit recordings
of Air India flight 171's final
moments indicate the captain
switched off fuel to the plane's
engines, a media report said on
Thursday, citing anonymous
sources, but the claim was
rejected as irresponsible report-
ing by India’s Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau.

The Wall Street Journal, cit-
ing unnamed American officials
aware of the probe's details,
first reported that black box
recordings indicated captain
Sumeet Sabharwal turned off
the fuel control switches,
prompting first officer Clive
Kunder to ask why he had
moved them to the “cutoff” posi-
tion. Bleomberg independently
reported it was Kunder who
asked the question.

The captain appeared to deny
responsibility while remaining
calm as the first officer
expressed surprise and panic,
the WSJ report stated, citing
people familiar with US offi-
cials’ early assessment,

AAIB's preliminary report
released last week summarised
the cockpit exchange but did
not identify which pilot made
which statements: it merely
stated that one pilot asked the
other why he had moved the
switches while the colleague
denied doing so.

AAIB, without naming the
publications, on Thursday criti-
cised what it said were repeated

continuedon-39

WHAT NEW REPORTS CLAIM

® Wall Street Journal, citing US officials, reported cockpit
recordings indicate captain Sumeet Sabharwal switched off
fuel control switches during takeoff

@ Bloomberg separately reported first officer Clive Kunder
asked his colleague why he moved switches to "cutoff”

[hith

[ ] Repnrt"s sugéesf ta“piéinmder“!iéd .re“sp;ms.iﬁ.ilitv whie
remaining calm as first officer expressed surprise and panic

HOW AAIB RESPONDED
@ Criticised "selective and unverified reporting”
_without naming publications

® Said it's "too early to reach any definite
conclusions” e

® Emphasised need to "respect sensitivity of loss
faced by family members*

@ Director general stated cockpit transcripts not
typically released as per ICAO protocols

‘Error claims premature’; Pilot unions
push back at ‘character judgement’

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India’s pilot organi-
sations on Thursday defended
the Air India Flight 171 crew
against mounting speculation
about their actions, with one
group demanding respect for
pilots who “made every possible
effort till their very last breath”
while another called for technical
reassessment of the crash probe.

The Air Line Pilots” Associa-
tion (ALPA)-India said the crew

deserved respect, not unfounded
character judgements, amid
media reports suggesting the
captain deliberately switched off
fuel to the engines during takeoff.

“Pilots are trained profession-
als who carry the responsibility
of hundreds of lives with dedica-
tion and dignity. The crew of
Al-171 made every possible effort
— till their very last breath —to
protect the passengers onboard
and minimise harm on the
ground. They deserve respect,
notunfounded character judge-

ments,” ALPA-India said.

The association, which has
been demanding a transparent
probe into the crash that killed
260 people on June 12, reiterated
its call for “a fact-based and
respectful discourse.”

The statement comes after
media reports on Thursday, cit-
ing US officials, suggested cock-
pit recordings indicated captain
Sumeet Sabharwal switched off
fuel control switches while first
officer Clive Kunder questioned

continuedon->13

CRASH REPORTS

attempts to “draw conclusions
through selective and unverified
reporting.” It is “essential to
respect the sensitivity of the loss
faced by family members of
deceased passengers, crew of the
aircraft and others on the
ground,” it said.

The agency clarified that the
purpose of the preliminary
reportis to provide information
about ‘what’ happened, not to
reach conclusions about why it
occurred. “At this stage, itis too
early to reach to any definite
conclusions,” the statement said,
adding that the root cause analy-
sis will be part of the full report.
No timelines have been shared
for the latter’s release.

On being asked why a tran-
seript of the cockpit conversa-
tion was not released, AAIB
director general GVG Yugan-
dhar told HT: “Transcript is not
released by any nation as per
ICAO (International Civil Avia-
tion Organization) protocols.
Only relevant lines will come in
final report.”

An ICAO official, who asked
not to be named, cited rule 5.12
of annex 13, that lays down
guidelines on member states to
protect accident investigation
records. This portion stated that
“investigation agencies shall not
make available” records such as
cockpit voice recordings for any
purpose other than the probe
itself, although countries retain
the discretion to do so if in the
larger interest of public or avia-
tion safety.

Aviation experts stressed that
reports such as those by Bloom-
berg and WSJ have created a sit-
uation where more information
must be released to restore con-
fidence in the investigation proc-
ess,

“The unedited cockpit tapes
need to be made public. It is vital
that crucial evidence currently
in the hands of the investigators
must be made publicin order to
arrest for good these malicious
and unwarranted insinuations,”
said Mark Martin, CEO of avia-
tion consultancy firm Mar-
tin Consulting.

CS Randhawa, president of
Federation of Indian Pilots (FIP)
said: “Such speculation could
have been avoided if the AAIB, in
its preliminary report, stated
some crucial part of the CVR
transcript” before adding that
the AAIB’ s appeal on Thursday
for people to avoid conjecture on
the pilots’ roles “was much
needed”.

Neither report stated if there

was evidence that Sabharwal did
indeed move the switches,
beyond the verbal exchange
cited. It was not clear if the pub-
lications had heard the record-
ings or viewed transcripts.

However, Bloomberg quoted
an expert saying the cockpit
recording could be more revelat-
ory than known at present.
“There are multiple micro-
phones around the cockpit
including their headsets,” said
Michael Daniel, a retired Federal
Aviation Administration inspec-
tor and accident investigator.

The microphone positions
mean it is possible the recording
captured not just the sound of
fuel switches being turned off,
but the direction from which it
came in the cockpit—offering
investigators definitive informa-
tion about who cut off fuel sup-
ply to the engines, he said.

The preliminary report found
that at 08:08:42 UTC, both
switches moved in succession
one second apart, with both
returned to the “run” position
approximately 10 seconds later.
The aircraft crashed near
Ahmedabad airport 32 seconds
after takeoft, killing 241 of the
242 people aboard and 19 others
on the ground.

How and why the switches
came to be turned off—cutting
fuel flow to the engines—are
now the key lines of inquiry for
investigators.

The two switches sit at the
lower end of the aircraft’s centre
console between pilot seats near
the thrust levers, designed to
prevent unintended movement.
There are metal guards on either
side of the mushroom-shaped
knobs, and the switches have
spring-loaded locking mecha-
nisms requiring pilots to pull
them up before changing posi-
tion.

The report did not determine
whether switch movement was
accidental or deliberate, nor did
it rule out possible design flaws,
malfunctions or maintenance
issues. The board has now
included flight recorder special-
ists, aviation medicine and psy-
chology experts in the probe to
examine all potential factors.

The new details have rein-
forced beliefs among some US
officials that criminal authori-
ties should review the matter, as
would likely occur if such a
crash happened on American
soil, people familiar with the
matter told the Journal.

Aviation disasters potentially
involving deliberate actions may
never be fully resolved due to

incomplete evidence and disa-
greements over analyses. Plane
crash investigations often lasta
year or longer, with new infor-
mation sometimes contradicting
initial assessments.

Air India did not respond to
requests for a comment.

The Airline Pilots’ Associa-
tion of India has pushed back on
human action as the cause.
“Pilots are trained professionals
who carry the responsibility of
hundreds of lives with dedica-
tion and dignity.

“The crew of Al 171 made
every possible effort -- till their
very last breath -- to protect the
passengers on board and mini-
mize harm on the ground. They
deserve respect, not unfounded
character judgments,” ALPA
India said in a statement.

The 56-year-old Sabharwal
was described by colleagues asa
soft-spoken veteran devoted to
caring for his ailing father. He
began his flying career in the
early 1990s after attending the
prestigious Indira Gandhi Rash-
triya Uran Akademi.

Kunder, 32, had dreamed of
flying since childhood, inspired
by his mother’s three-decade
career as an Air India flight
attendant. He obtained his com-
mercial pilot licence in Florida
before joining Air India in 2017,
initially flying Airbus A320s
before transitioning to the Boe-
ing 787 in 2022,

Boeing, engine manufacturer
GE Aerospace and the Federal
Aviation Administration have
not issued safety bulletins or
directives to 787 operators since
the crash. The findings repre-
sent the first fatal accident
involving the Boeing 787 Dream-
liner since it entered service in
2011.

JUSTICE VARMA

ularly those concerning the
alleged cash found by first
responders on March 14, that
would be necessary to establish
culpability.

While acknowledging that
some currency may have been
found in the outhouse of his
residence, Justice Varma main-
tained that further inquiry was
essential to establish owner-
ship, authenticity and other
material facts. Instead, the
panel, he said, rushed to con-
clude the proceedings and
drew adverse inferences with-
out giving him a proper oppor-
tunity to defend himself.

The petition, which is yet to
be listed before a bench,
amounts to a strong rebuttal of
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Ambiguous Al crash report did what it
shouldn’t— leave much to lmagmatlon

Anjuli

Bhargava

s the hour struck mid-
night on Friday, July 12
—just in time to meet the
globally prescribed
deadline—the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau released a
loosely worded and unsigned
preliminary report examining
the Al-171 crash of June 12 that
killed 260 people, including 12
crew members. Social media and
the internet exploded with fur-
ther speculation, with many
arguing the much-awaited report
invited more questions than
answers. Now, with The Wall
Street Journal reporting that the
captain cut off fuel supply to the
switches, citing anonymous sour-
ces familiar with the evidence,
there are even more questions.

Clearing some air

Aviation industry executives
pointed out that the preliminary
report did clear the air
to an extent, ruling out
several initial theories.
The possibility of a bird
strike leading to dual-
engine malfunction was
eliminated, The report
also rules out pilot
fatigue, arguing both
pilots had adequate
rest. Wind shear, weather and
aircraft weight problems also
appear ruled out.

Questions were previously
raised about aircraft flaps
remaining retracted and incor-
rectly set for takeoff, but experts
say this might have been a con-
sequence of dual engine failure.
The aircraft’s landing gear also
remained deployed throughout
the short flight, while on a 787,
wheels are normally withdrawn
immediately after takeoff.

The report states that fuel loss
led to engine malfunctions,
caused by fuel control levers
“transitioning” from run to cut-
off position within one second of
each other. This is clearly the
main cause since both engines
lost power once fuel supply was
cut. The report is silent on how
this happened. althoueh it para-

PICK Or
THE DAY

phrases an interaction between
pilots to suggest manual error
may have been responsible. The
‘WSJ report now identifies the
captain as the person who alleg-
edly cut off fuel. India’s aviation
regulator isyet to respond.

When each second counts
Even after the preliminary report
became public, a theory gained
ground that the ecrash might have
been deliberate pilot suicide, of
which there have been more
cases than most readers would be
aware. But senior commanders
and experts point to important
lacunae with this theory.

The report states that at
08:08:42, both engine fuel cutoff
switches “transitioned"™—a highly
ambiguous word—from run to
cutoff position one after another
with a one-second gap. “This
rules out human action as it is
physically almost impossible to
move switches for both engines
within one second since these are
safeguarded and require two
actions to move even one switch,
let alone two,” explains a senior
B787 commander.

Moreover, if a com-
mander isset on suicide,
he is unlikely to hand
over controls at takeoff
to the copilot. “Nothing
stops the commander
from speeding on the
runway and crashing
into the airport wall if he
chooses. Why risk manipulating
fuel switches? What if the second
engine had recovered in time?”
argued another commander, say-
ing this theory fails to hold water.

While IndiGo started regular
psychological assessments for
pilots in 2015, Air India doesn't
have such a system, but airline
executives argue that for a cap-
tain with a death wish, there are
far easier and more foolproof
ways than manipulating fuel
switches, The fact that the air-
craft was found in nose-up posi-
tion also suggests pilots were try-
ing to recover from descent trig-
gered by engine failures.

The preliminary report’s loose
wording added to speculation by
not specifying exact cockpit
wordings regarding fuel switches.
More than one commander
nointed out that if a nilot noticed

ctdm

The wreckage of Air India flight 171 in Ahmedabad.

manual action by his colleague, it
would not be as mildly worded as
the report suggests. There would
be reasonable panic and aggres-
sion in words and tone.

Many senior pilots argued that
the exact cockpit voice recorder
transcript is necessary to rule out
different scenarios and
demanded it be made public. Avi-
ation executives argued that
selective CVR transcript release
was proof that investigators were
covering up real reasons behind
the crash. “This reeks of creating
a smokescreen to hide the real
culprits,” a senior civil aviation
ministry official said.

What remains unclear is why
it took 10 and 14 seconds respec-
tively for pilots to move switches
from cutoff to run again. Since
the report doesn't specify when
one pilot questioned the other, it
remains ambiguous when he
noticed it, questioned his col-
league and acted to reverse it. By
the time action was reversed,
only engine 1 could recover and
the aircraft wasn't at sufficient
altitude to reverse descent.

The known devil

Aviation industry executives
argued post-report that the most
credible cause was a design or
maintenance flaw that led to fuel
control switch malfunction or dis-
engagement.

These executives point to past
precedents. In December 2018, the
FAA issued a special airworthiness
information bulletin advising air-
lines on potential diseneacsement

of fuel control switch locking fea-
tures on Bocing aircraftincluding
the Dreamliner, This advisory was
not acted upon by many airlines
including Air India. Post-crash,
DGCA issued a mandatory compli-
ance order.

That fuel cutoff switches have
been faulty was acknowledged
when in January 2019, both
engines of an All-Nippon Airways
Boeing 787-8 similarly shut down
after fuel cutoff just as it touched
down. The aircraft had to be towed
after stopping.

Executives also point out that it
took two B737 Max crashes before
Boeing publicly acknowledged
and rectified problems. “If this
happened with the B737,it’s more
than likely this might be the case
with the Dreamliner as well,” said
a senior IndiGo commander.
Given Boeing fuel locking system
history, it's surprising the report
recommends no actions to B787-8
and GE GEnx-1B operators and
manufacturers. “This leaves open
the possibility of a second accident
based on the same issue. Do they
actually seeka repeat before action
is mandated?”

Immaterial, yet very
material
Alack of transparency has envel-
oped the investigation from the
beginning, angering the aviation
industry. Questions have been
raised by airline CEOs, former
bureaucrats, former DGCAs and
ministry officials.

Why was the preliminary
report released at midnieht

PTI

instead of with a press briefing
allowing questions that the airline
sector, crew and passengers' fami-
lies require and deserve? “If there's
nothing to hide, there’s no expla-
nation for this cloak and dagger
approach,” says a former civil avia-
tion secretary, adding this long-
standing problem needs review.
India needs to change its approach
and tighten systems not only to
prevent accidents but equally in
how it investigates and recom-
mends future prevention actions.

Valid questions have been
raised about the scanty one sen-
tence from cockpit voice record-
ing. “Why disclose only one line
from the CVR and not the rest?
Andifit's controversial or likely to
cause unwanted speculation, why
mention anything at all?" asked a
former Union minister, arguing
sketchy details and loose wording
have left the investigation more
clouded in mystery.

Perhaps most galling is that the
report neither specifies who was
involved nor is signed, which
many argue undermines credibil-
ity. “This is like saying we have
investigated but don’tfind it wor-
thy of attaching our names to,”
said a former [ATA official.

Atamacro level, Indiaappears
to have once again failed its citi-
zens by releasing a report not wor-
thy of a country with its stated
ambitions.

Anjuli Bhargava writes about
governance, infrastructure and the
social sector. The views expressed
are personal.
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The focus on the
Air India pilot

Full transparency regarding the probe is the most
compelling way forward in light of new claims.

he Wall Street Journal (WSJ) has reported that

cockpit voice recordings suggest Air India Flight

171's captain switched off engine fuel during

take-off, catching his co-pilot by surprise. The
revelation significantly changes understanding of one
of India’s deadliest aviation tragedies, though deliberate
human action had emerged as a focus after the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB)’s preliminary
reportshowed fuel switches moved “one after another”
to cutoff position, with “one pilot asking the other why
did he cutoff” and receiving a denial —without
identifying who said what. AAIB said reports in
Western media were irresponsible and it was illogical
to reach “definite conclusions”.

WSJ paints a disturbing picture of the aircraft’s final
moments. It says black box recordings suggest captain
Sumeet Sabharwal operated the fuel control switches,
prompting first officer Clive Kunder to confront him.
The captain purportedly denied responsibility while
remaining calm as his junior colleague expressed
surprise and panic, potentially struggling to prevent
the crash thatkilled 241 on board and 19 others on the
ground. Anditisn’'t clear whether WSJhad access to
the transcript of the recordings. AAIB's report
indicated aviation psychologists and medicine
specialists would join the probe. Authorities could
reasonably argue that premature release might
irreparably damage a deceased pilot's reputation
before determining whether his actions were
deliberate or stemmed from medical incapacitation or
other factors. Protecting the dead from unfounded
speculation while examining all possibilities
represents a legitimate investigative principle. That
said, immediate transparency may be the most
compelling way forward for three specific reasons.

First, the transcript appears to contain damning
evidence that was always going to emerge through
other investigation stakeholders, including the NTSB,
Boeing, and Air India itself. Expecting such
information to remain confidential was unrealistic.
Second, lack of information breeds exactly the
suspicion and conspiracy theories that any responsible
investigation seeks to prevent. The preliminary
report’s evasive approach has fuelled extreme
arguments - one side alleges a cover-up at the behest of
corporate powers, while the other was quick to blame
the crew, even with scant information. Third, and most
importantly, facts speak loudest. Yet the preliminary
reportoffered frustratingly few. Beyond establishing
the timeline of switch movements, investigators
provided minimal insights. The report needed to detail
not just the known facts but also the known unknowns
—the questions investigators are pursuing, the
evidence still required, and the efforts to gather them.

The path forward requires abandoning half-
measures for full transparency. AAIB must release
complete cockpit voice recorder transcripts alongside
detailed analysis of what investigators know, what they
suspect, and what remains unknown.
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Delhi-Goa flight lands in
Mumbai after engine fault

Neha LM Tripathi

lettars@hindestantimes com

NEW DELHI: An IndiGo flight
from Delhi to Goa made an emer-
gency landing in Mumbai on
Wednesday night after experienc-
ing an engine issue mid-air,
Mumbai airport officials said.

Flight 6E 6271, an Airbus
A320neo, safely landed at 9.53pm
IST with 191 people on board.

The aircraft was flying from
Indira Gandhi International Air-
port to Goa when the incident
occurred at 9.27pm, about 100
nautical miles north of Bhubanes-
war, officials said.

“The pilot declared PAN PAN
PAN' due to a malfunction in
engine number 1, said one air-
port official, speaking on condi-

tion of anonymity. PAN PAN PAN
is an urgent message indicating a
non-life-threatening emergency.

The flight crew requested a
diversion to Mumbai at 9.32pm.
Ambulances and fire tenders
were placed on standby and fol-
lowed the aircraft to the bay as
per standard operating proce-
dures, a second official said.

IndiGo described the incident
as a technical glitch.

“A technical snag was
detected on flight 6E 6271 whilst
flying from Delhi to Manohar
International Airport, Goa on 16
July 2025. Following procedures,
the aircraft was diverted and
landed in Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport,
Mumbai,” an IndiGo spokesper-
son said.
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Pilots’ body asks DGCA
for representation in
Al-171 tragedy probe

HT Correpsondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: After protesting the
preliminary report of the AI-I71
crash, the Airline Pilots’ Associa-
tion of India (ALPA-India) has
met the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) and raised
the issue of lack of independent
pilot representation in safety
investigation.

The pilot body in the meeting
on Monday requested the avia-
tion regulator to grant them “at
least an observer status” in AAIB
investigation, citing global
norms of pilot association
involvernent.

While the preliminary report,
released on Saturday, did not
make any immediate recom-
mendation to Boeing or engine
maker GE, it stated that the fuel
control switches were in the
“CUT OFF" position, hinting at
possible human error though it
did not mention a cause for the
crash that claimed 260 lives.

“The DGCA had asked ALPA-I
to submit documentary evidence
from International Federation of
Air Line Pilots’ Associations
(IFALPA ) and other jurisdictions
where pilot associations are for-
mally included,” a statement
from ALPA read.

“The DGCA directed the CFOI
(chief flight operations inspec-
tor) to facilitate a meeting
between ALPA-I and AAIB.
ALPA-India confirmed it will
submit supporting international
documentation.” the statement
further stated.

The body also discussed that
the DGCA probes do not have
independent pilot representa-
tions and made a case to be a
permanent invitee for all investi-

Mumbai-Dubai
flight delayed due

totechnical glitch
MNEW DELHI: An Emirates
flight from Mumbai to
Dubai took off nearly
three hours after its
scheduled departure on
Wednesday upon detec-
tion of a technical glitch.
Flight EK 505, a Boeing
777 aircraft, was sched-
uled to depart at 10.15am.
As per Flightradar24, the
flight took off at L.O4pm.
An Emirates spokes-
person said: “Emirates
flight EK505 from Bom-
bay to Dubai on 16th July
2025 was delayed due to
additional technical
checks. After a thorough
check, the flight departed
two and a half hours later
to Dubai, landing without
incident at 14:03.."

gation boards concerning pilots.
“Time-bound investigations
since pilots are often de-rostered
without due process or expe-
dited reinstatement mechanisms
when exonerated. ALPA-India
requested participation in future
stakeholder meetings to improve
engagement with all stakehold-
ers and improve flight safety and
optimisation,” it stated.

Other issues discussed
included medical assessments,
Ill'ﬁht duty time limitations,
enforcement of eGCA rules. The
aim, ALPA-India said, was to
align Indian civil aviation regula-
tions with international stan-
dards and improve the welfare
and safety of pilots.
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AAIB chief appeals against
speculation about AIl71 crash

SURALPSHARMA
MEW DELHI, JULYY?

THE CHIEF of India's Aircraft
AcerdEnt Investigation Bumean
(AAIB) issued an  appeal
Thursday, urging the public and
the media to “refrain from
spreading premature namathes”
aound the onging nvesigation
inio the tragic crash of Air lndia
Night Al 171 i Ahmedalad on
Jure 12

In & pl.lhlu' .1|l|‘.|1"u|_ AAIR
Director General GG
Yugandhar said that seamions of
the imermtiona media are “re-
peatedly attempting to d aw
conchusions through selective
and unvernfied reporting”, and
fermed it rrespansible” as the
imwestigation is sitll on, Reporis
¢ a Teww US-based publications
have supgested that deliberate
action by ane of the pilots was
miost likedy the causeof the aash
inwhich 260 persars pershed
—241 of the 242 people on board
mnd 19anthe ground

Yugandhar sl that the pre-
liminary reportonk attempis to
anly provide information on
whathappened in the crash, and
that it is wocarly o armve af amy
definiteconclusions, adding that
the final report will contabn the
oot cyuses of the crash, This is
ugandhar's first public state-
ment snce thefatal aircrash.and
comes at a nme when specula-
ton is rife over the probable
causes of the acident — the
ward aviation disager imvoling
an Indian drline in ourdecades.

“While the accident of this
dimension hasdrwn public at-
ennonand shock, it neads o be

Debrisof Al 7110
Ahmetlabad.

Expiies: file

.\narrn.ﬂﬂ! that this is not the
time bo eate public anxiety or
angst towards safety of ndian
Aiation Industry, particularlyon
e basis of unfoended facts,”
Yugandharsaid,

The AAIB will also publish
updates of technical and public
nierest “as and whenrequired”,
he added. Scarce Now ol alficial
nlnrmuion, absence of regular
updabes and briefings on the in
vestigation wern Mageed by a
number of expertsand ndustry
watchirs,

The crash probe is being un-
demtakening ‘rigomousand mos
professional manner” as per
AAIE Rules and internationa
protomls

ris essential to respect the
sensitivity of the [oss faced by
family members of deceased
passengers. crew of the ainmal
andl other deceased persons on
ground. It has come toour atien-
ton that certain sections of the
international media are repeat-
ediy anempiing to draw condu-
sions through selective and un
verified reporting. Swch actinns
are frresponsible, especially
while the mvestigation remains
ongomg We urge both the pub
lic ard the mediato refrain fom
spreading prematuine narrtves

| ientifymg anyane,

FIP THREATENSLEGAL
ACTION AGAINST WSJ

New Dethi: Pilot grouping
Federatsnn of Indian Mlkots
(AP is considering legal action
agaunst The Wil Street journa
W]l overthe US-based pub-
lication’s recent repors re-

| lated 1o the crash of Air India
| Might A1 Y71 on June 12 The
| FWPs Pre sident, O Randhimaa,

ariticised the WSTs recent re-
e, ikl 1 Tl the pi ikl

| o was inanuating pilot ac-

on  even  though  the

| prefimirary probe report did
| niot sy that the oneof the pi-
| lots had o el o theengines,

“WAle stiong by olyect totar-
petting ofthe pdotsdespie the
prefinenary repart mot men-
tioning pilot ermor or action,
Thiey are maligning the pilots,
We are contermplanng legal

| action ad will be consulting

et Lygers, ™ Randhawa mid

| Thelnadicn Express. The FiPhas

around 5500 pilos as mem-
bers, The WY reported that
details from the - fated Boe-

| ing 787 -8 aircrall’s cockpit

vuice recorder have shited fo-
s o one of the pilots who
may have swiiched off the fud
contral switches

It attribueted the informa-

| tion o people faviliar with
| USolBaals early assesament

of the invesigation” witho
ENS
that risk undermming the in
tegrity of the investigative
process,” Yugandhar sasd
FULLREPORTON
waviwindianespress com
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Too early to draw conclusions: AAIB

MPOST BUREAU

MNEW DELHI: The Aircraft
Accident Investigation Burean
(AAIB) on Thursday said it
is too early to draw any “defi-
nite conclusions” on what led
to the Air Iudiaﬂ:dam: crash as
the probe is still on and that
the final report will come out
with the root causes, while
it urged everyone to refrain
from spreading premature
narratives.
The comments come
against the backdrop of reports
Lﬁ:‘itlﬂﬁ that pilot error led
¢ crash of the Air India
plame that killed 260 people on
fune 12. The Boeing 787-8 air-
craft, en route from Ahmed-
abad o London Gatwick,
crashed soon after takeott
“It has come to our atten-
tion that certain sections of
the international media are
atedly attempting to draw
mhﬂﬁs IhrmFth?'&Esdccth'c
and unverified reporting. Such
actions are irresponsible, espe-
dlally while m\'esﬁg;ﬁn
remains ongoing.’ AATB Direc-
tor GGeneral GV G Yogandhar

Highlights

llﬂmmnenﬁmngnﬁmﬁﬁ
bockdrop of reports suggesting that pilot
error led to the crosh of the Air India
plane thot killed 260 people on Junse 12

» The Boeing 7B -B aircraft, en route from
Ahmedabaod to Londeon Gatwick, crashed

soon after tokeoff

» AAIB soid this i not the fime fo create
public onxiety or angst towards safery of
Indion aviation industry, particularly on

the basis of unfounded focts

said in a statement.

Appealing to all concerned
1o await publication of the final
investigation report, AAIB said
this |5lg:zl mrﬁpumn 1oy create
public anxiety or angst towards
safety of Indian aviation indus-
try, particularly on the basis of
unfounded facts.

Cuoting people familiar
with U% officials’ early assess-
ment of evidence uncovered in
the crash investigation, the Wall
Street Journal has reported that
a black box recording of dia-
Iogue between the fight's two
pilots indicates it was the cap-

tain who turned off switches
that controfled fuel flowing to
the plane's two engines.

At the weekly media brief-
ing, External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
on Thursday said that on the
Air India plane crash, one will
have to wait for the concernaed
government authority to make
the report public. “It is too pre-
mar]:i I'nr!:lﬁ ofusto talk
what's in it, what’s not in it. So
we will have towait for the final
report to come out,” he said

He was responding to que-
ries on media reports saying

that it was the captain of the
aircraft who was responsible
for the crash.

The AAIB said the purpose
of its investigation and pre-
liminary report is “to provide
information about “WHAT'
happened. The preliminary

has to be seen in this

At this stage, it is too early

to reach to any definite con-

clusions. The investigation by

AAIB s sile not complete. The

final imy tion report will

came out with root causes and
recommendations”

After the release of its pre-

liminary report on July 12, this
is the first official comments
from the AATR amidst con-
cerns raised in certain quar-
ters about the the initial report
as well as the cause of the
accident.

Moting that it will publish
updates, as and when required,
which have technical and pub-
lic interest, AAIB also urged
both the public and the media
to refrain from spreading pre-
mature narratives that risk
undermining the integrity of
the ima;tlgatiw PrOCEss.

“It is essential tor the
sensitivity of the loss taced by
family members of deceased
passengers, crew of the aircraft
and other deceased persons on
ground.” it said and added that
the accident has been the most
devastating accident in recent
aviation history.

The investigation is being
undertaken in a rigorous and
most professional manner in
accordance with the AAIR
Rules and international proto-
cols, the statement said.

Meanwhile, various pilots’
groupings have cautioned

against specalations regarding
the cause of the crash and have
sought a tn nt probe.
On Thursday, tl'u: Air Line
Pilots’ Association - India
{ALPA India) said the crew of
the crashed AT 171 flight made
every possible effort to pro-
tect the passengers onboard
and they deserve respect
not untounded character

judgements.

Filots are trained profes-
sionals who carry the responsi-
hility of hundreds af lives with
dedication and dignity.

“The crew of Al 171 made
evel ssible effort -- till their

Eh{mﬂj -- o protect the

engers on board and mini-
Fas;mj.';c hnffm on the groand. They
deserve respect. not unfounded
character judgments.” ALPA
India said in a statement.

The Federation of Indian
Pilots asked the government
to reassess possible technical
misinterpretation or mechan-
ical faults in Air India’s Boe-
ing 7&7-8 plane that crashed
lzst month and sought inclu-
sion of subject matter experts
in the probe.
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AAIB SAYS TOO EARLY TO REACH ANY
DEFINITIVE CONCLUSION ON CRASH

The Aroaft Aocident loves tigation Bureau saad it was tooearly to draw any
condlwsion from its preliminasy repart into the Al I cash on hme 12

COMES IN WAKE | §
OFWSJREPORT _ Py
ONCRASH e

AR irmande caime afte The e
Wall Street Jourmed on Thurday
quang peogle tami with U5
official’ earky amesimert of
evidence unorverad in e rmih
v S ation, reported that “a
bk bon recoaiing of dalogue | B8
be tue e the flight s bwo pllat

indicatet it wit Theaptain who
e 26 U PEOPLE DIEDIN THE

rorholed hoed Rowing to the AIRINDLA DREAMLINER
ol Bwnengines” (RASHIN AHMEDABAD
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Pilots body dismisses rumors of fuel cutoff b AI171 ca
2 BETh :ﬂ

RAJESH KUMAR B Mew Deihi

aking exception Lo
Tn:purb. about the Air

India (Al) mishap in
Ahmedabad last month,
Adreraft Aecident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) on Thursday
slammed them as “irresponsi-
ble™ and said eertain sections of
international media are repeat -
:L.!.Ij.'a.tt:rnptll i dirawe comclu-
sions 'I]:IUL:EE selective and
unverified reportimg
This strong reaction came in
respanse to a media b
suggesting that the fow of fuel
1o the Al plane engines was cul
by the caplain of the fight In

al, the AAIB wrged
bmmpub].i: andd the media

1o refrain from spreading pre-
mature narratives that risk
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undermining the integrity of
the investigative process. The
AAIB which [unctions

under the Ministry of Civil
Avtation also clarified that any
updates related o the investigs-
Horn will be released only when
MECessary.

Earlier, a controversy etupt-
ed over a media repart suggest-
ing that the Qow of fuel to the
Al plane e s was cul by the
captatn ol the light, with the
Pederation ol Indian Pilots
(FIP} dismissing the claims as
baseless and asked the povern-
menl Lo reassess possible tech-
mical mJSL]lltrF]’:[dllel or
mechanlcal faults, The
Federation also said it was con-
sidering legal action agains
Wall Street Journal (WSI) for
the report blaming the captain

lor cutting off tuel ly.
The ['Edcmuunsuﬁti that
AAIB report makes no methon
of the pilots turning off the
switches controlling fuel Bow o
the engines. In a letter to Union
civil aviation mintster, the pilo
body has mised varous con-
cerns related Lo the crash probe
and the preliminary report has
sought inclusion of subject

rmmlier experis i the pm|:l-|.' dise
to lack of darity.

In & statement, AAIB
Director General GVG

‘.t'l.tg;.l.nd.l'mr sald “It has come o
ouir attention that certain sec-
tions of the international media
are rrptaluﬂ)' dllenypling o
draw conclusions through
selective and unverified report-
g Such actions are irrespon-
sihir,upcuiny while the frves-

tigation remaing ongoing”
Appealing to all concerned to
awail publication of the ftnal
investigation report, AATH said
this is not the tme lo create
public anxiely or angst towards
the safety of Indian sviation
industry, particularly on the
basis of unfounded facts.
“The purpose al the AATRY

investigation and preliminary
repott is 1o provide information
ahout "WHAT" happened. The

relim report has to be
Eeen JJ'J.“EE]J};I'JE:. At this stage,
it {s too early to reach any def-
inite conclusions. The investi-
gation by AAIB is still not com-
plete. The final Irmvestipation
report will come oul with root
cawses and recommendations,’
the statemenl sabd.

Continued an » P4
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Mumbat: A Goa-bound IndiGa
plana from Dalhi made an
emergency landing here an
Wednesday due to a mid-air
engine faiture, according to a
source. The aircraft A320 neo,
operating the flight 6E 6271, was
diverted to Mumbai and made an
emergency landing at 9.52 pm,
the source said.

In a statement on Wednesday, an
IndiGo spokesperson said a
technical snag was detected on
flight 6E 6271 while flying from
Dedhi to Manohar Intemational
Airmport, Goa.
According to the aidine, the
aincraft was diverted and tanded
at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Intamational Airport, Mumbai.

.

tain

“Full emergancy was declared for
IndiGa flight 6E-B271, operating
on Delhi-Goa route after it was
diverted to Mumbai dus to one
engine failure,” the source said.
Tha airdine did net shane the
number of people on boand or the
natura of the snag.

An alternative fiight carried the
passengers bo Dakhi.

A Mumbai airport spokesperson
said passengers were safely
debioarded and assisted by staff
at the terminal after the fhight
landed at 9.52 pm on
Wednesday.

The flight landed sately at 9.52
pm, it said, adding that the full
emergency status was withdrawn
at9.57 pm.

Pilots body dismisses rumors
of fuel cutoff by Al 171 captain

‘Comtimam from  F1 AALD

alsor urgeel bokh the public
st the midly o refrain from

sprending Erﬂ:rux
trves thart rink endenmining J:I!

imtegrity o fhe iovestagative
process

"It is essemtial in rexsped the
semitivity af the loss faced by
family memben ol deceased
passempgery, crew o the aircralt
anid ather deceased persons on
ground” it smd ared added
that the accident has been the
most devastating accdeni in
recent aviatson history.

The anvestigation is i!rl.n.q
iznalertaken n 3 rigorous end
ruuljrul:mnn.:] manner im
accordance with the AAIR
Rales and mtermational prote
coly, ihe staiemernst sl

Agaimt the backdvop ol
mamcerns raised shout the pre-
lsmimary probe report, AALR
asserted that it has a Bawless
recrost im irmvestigatmg 92 s
dets and | 11 seripos inodents
sance iy mception in 2601

"Evem fiow, spart from
mmestigating in the 8- faed Aar
Indias B7AT-B gircraft YT
AN, several other sccidenty
and sermus inddents are under
ivestigmiann” the staierment
moked

Thereioge, AAIR appeals tn
all concermed wy awar public
tion of Fimal Investigation
Repor after completion ol the
Irvresfigation. AATH will ala
putitish opdates, a5 and when
required, which have techmical
il pruhilsc mterest

Earlier, pifiot bodes indud-
my FI'] waicd & was comsidering
a beygal actiom: agminst the WEEs
repart.

FIP president Capiain
Ramdhawa emphasised thae
the AAIH preliminery report
tmia ks oy erientiomn of the piloés

turming ofl the switches con
kvl lirg Fued Slovwr i the engrines

Thee repont o the Wall fSree
foiznal says the first officer fy
iy the Boemy 78T Drexmiiner
asked the momr-expersenced
Captain. wihy he moved the
swiiches b the “cumbl ™ posi
tion, shartly after the thigh
ook aff fromm the ramway. The
firet officer then expressed
panic, while the Capinin
remavined calm, the report
sy The two pilots vabed
were Captoin Sumeet
Sabharwal und Ferst Cfficer
Clive Kunder, whis had a total
flving experence of |5638
hesars and 3403 s

In the letier, the: FIF's pres
idemt Captain 5 Randbaws
alleged that of i oot the first
time that wpstemic fadures
withen Boeirg arcmaft bave i
tally bern attriboied. o pilot
errog ar swcidal intent, andy
be disprren by nshsegnemt
investigatione. The FIP has
aroumd 3500 pilots @ mem
bers,

Wihile apprectoteng the teme
Iy release of the preliminary
Fimfimgs, the FIF also said the
initxal rrpoet appears in mieror
stigpest the possibality of pilot
ervor, withoot prEsETIEing airy
annchisve evidenoe or
ing well-docume nted technical
foilure modes previoosly
ohaerved inia simmilar aincraft

“The present AAIN inves
tigative leam does not |mrve any
aviatinn experts and o pilo
member. This commitise must
have very experenosd experis
whio wrould be ahle investigate
in 8 meihndseal manner wath
ot aany s, Even though the
Tmvestigation ‘Committes has
besn formed the SMES (Type
rated Pilotn Engiresrs amsl
A Safety Specualists} may

now he mecomstitted s that
the urvestigatsms ane cormed im
astractred manner Our pre

wiznzs letier on the sobject was
alsn oot taken into considera

tiom. Now we request that
EMFS in awiatom and prefer
ably from B- 787 be taken vn
board {or the irvestigations m
reconstituted investigatine
comemitiee,” reddds the ketler.

To premaizrely and indireci
by st pilod evror en prelim
Eary nepoet of Al- L7, withoot
thorough validstion or elimi
natioe of ihese Enmen techini
cal pulm:.'rL risks oot by
mesplaced hlame bat repeating
past mvestigative Grilores, the
s said, qunting the letter

FIP has called fioc reassess
ment o the role of
TCMAEECTFADECD tmisin
ierpretaisnen and mechonsal
funkts, based oo avxilable
FDR/CVR data and prior
Doeing bodletims:

TCMA & Thmust Control
Malfunetlnn
Accommodation, EEC i
Lkrctromic Engine Contmobler,
FADEC ja Full Authority
Diigita] Fngine Congral, FOR
i Fligit Dt Recorder and
CVR s Cockpit Voice
Becorder The AAIRS pre
fimimary report. n]mrrm
Satmrday, sid the aincrafi’s
fizel switches were cun off
withmm o gap of one svomd
bmxmedliabedy after takealf and
caused conbusion in the cock
pit hefiore the airoradt crashed
mto a building. The abrcraft
wis opernting the fisght Al 171
fro Almedabad o Lendon
Gutwick. Whie the repori
doses raf prnfruk Ay oo -
wns, there ane speculations m
cerain quariers that @ possi
bile pilot erroe coudd have also
kel 0 the cranh
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Mid-air
IndiGo
scare

B MUMBAE A God-hound
TnadiGo flight from Delhi
madle &1 Emergency
Tanding In Murmbel after
It was diverted to the
city becansa of a mid-alr
enzine fallure, socording
o4 source. The flight,
operated with an Afrbus
A3Amen, made tha
Emergency landing at
0.55mm. the source sadd
The number of pecple
om board could not be
Immediately known.
“Full emergency declared
for IndiGo filght GH-6271,
operating on Delhi-Goa
route after it was diverted
to Mumbai because of
one engine failure,” the
solmee sald. po
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IndiGo flight returns
mid-air after tech snag,

takes off after an hour

Priyangi.Agarwal

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: AnIndiGoight
from Delhi to Imphal was
forced to return mid-air so-
on after takeoff on Thurs-
day morning due to a techni-
cal snag. After going thro-
ugh mandatory checks, the
flight departed from Delhi
again and reached Imphal
around 2 53 pm.

The two-hour 45minute
flight became an ordeal for
passengers for nearly four
and a half hours. Flight
GE-5118 first departed from
IGI Airport around 10.25 am
for Imphal but was forced to
turn back to Delhi. It landed
at Delhi Airport around 11.16
am. After undergoing checks,
the flight took off from Delhi
again around 12.30 pm. It fi-
nally reached Imphal around
2.53 pmagainst the scheduled
time of 1.10pm.

An IndiGo spokesperson
said, “A minor technical
snag was detected soon after
take-off onflight 6E-5118 ope-
rating from Delhi to Tmphal

on July 17, 2025. As a precau-
tionary step, the pilots deci-
ded to turn back and landed
safely at Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport, Delhi.
In line with the mandatory
procedures, the aircraft un-
derwent necessary checks
and resumed the journey
shortly thereafter.”

The IndiGo spokesper-
son added that the inconve-
nience caused to their custo-
mers is regretted.

This comes a day after
another Delhi to Goa IndiGo
flight—6E-6271—reportedly
suffered one engine failure
and was diverted to Mum-
bai, where it landed safelyw.

On June 19, a Leh-bound
IndiGo flight returned to
Delhi after being airborne
for nearly two hours due to
technical issues.

An Aeroflot flight from
Bangkok to Moscow was for-
ced to make an emergency
landing at IGI airport in Del-
hi on May B after suspected
fumes were detected in the
cabin. The aircraft was ope-
rating as flight SU273.
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AAIB slams ‘irresponsible’
US media report on Al171

AAIB: At this stage, it’s
too early to reach any

MNew Delhl: The black box re-
cording of conversation bet:
woen the two pllots, seconds
before Al 171 crashed in Ah-
medabad, indicated that “it
was thecaptain who turned off
switches that controlled fuel
Nowing to the plane’s two engi-
nes”, the Wall Street Journal
reported. It drew o strong re-
buttal from the Alrcraft Acci-
dent Inwvestigation Bureau,
which called global media re-
ports "irresponsible”.

“The first officor who was
flying the Boeing TH? Dreamli-

ner asked the more experien-
cod captain why he moved the
switches to the ‘cutoll” posi-
tion afier it climbed off the
runway.. The first officer ex-
pressed surprise and then pa-
nicked. .., while the captain se-
emed to remain ealm,” the ro
port sabd, citing early assess-
ment by US officials “The
{AAIB) report didn't say whet-
her turning off the switches
might have been accidental or
deliberate,” it added. mnes

» ‘At this stage..”, P 22

definite conclusion

 Continued from P1
Wy e

el G

I ridessnd by AATR ld

il R o] wlich

fprlok havd ac kst abaoud the -
gine bEing cut of £ Thereport
Bl oy sacdd A Ferst O
ver Clive Kander was the pi
tort (ving the atroraft, whils
Cape Sumest Sabhinrwnl wae
tha pilat monitaring

The WS report sakd it
wne Bumilor whi sahiod ks
preation. T Q68 regert, ibe
prule agency had sakl: ~“In
the tockpil voice reconding
neenl the piluts isheard ash
ing the odher why dad beoat
ofl. “The ciber pulot respan
dod chat he i not doso ™

In a swilement, AATH
sk “Cortain sactimeck the
inrerariiomal Freskin & e
patedlly ainempbiig bo dras
vemrdusims through seler
bive oped unverified report
g Such actions are irme
sponsshle, especinlly while
the imestigniion remmms
ongmg.. esombial oo
wpert tho sensitivity of the
Picsea Tricaed] by fm Bty masm bers:
i ihSakinsie] Jrasse BeCs, CTi
il 1B |
i) ersnis o gl ”

“The puarposs of AL
investgotion and prelimi
nary repart i to provide in
formation  nhomt “WHAT
happened. The predimimary
regort hus o bo soen in this
Fhgha. &t ihils enmpi, 11 18 oo
parly o peackh mny Garlnlbe
eopclisions The [
Bl iy AATE be #4011 Bl enpn-
plete. The final Lmvestigs
tien report will come ol
with root emeses and recom
mendntions,” AAIHsail

Enrller this wesk, there
warre TUpGris in Elrt ish e
il inwestigntors Tooking imio
thi wisinl el of the pl
[rts. Tha jiiellisidary ]
b AATE Foass Dansih criticmsel
I ot Forr s e b giackieg
ol Ehie cockpat vooe revonder
nndon severnd cther grounds
Hoursafier the report was ro
Iensed on Eaturday civil moa
tHon minkster R Mohan
B beaa¥ ol i i o
Hursp i copcluslons” amd
Swadt i the Minnd {jiobe) re
™ Alr Tndln MDD & CEQ

&1 CRASH FROBE REFORT B0

his smbil ghe pepot Res
‘i adidibonal g
fiora " e b req st ey
ervune b omenid driwing pre
mutureconcluskns asibe in
vestipgation isBr from over™

On Thursday, Al de
fended (Esclll "AAIH bas a
fowess recoid in investigat

alres e e
The ¥T-ANB
nt hus been the
muost devastafing in retent
aviation history nmd investd
gation is bemng ondertaken
im o rignrous ond mesi pro
frsssional manner in oo
anmm with AATB rulos and In
et il protoeals Whiln
il pechdond of thiks disne
alo b dramn
tiom e shock.
agpreciaberd that this s not
thee timme 1o cresmtes public an
irty or nngs bownnds safety
of Ineinm mvintion indusery
partienlody on the hasis of
unsounded faets ~

Roarting o the WEF
port, Britiali Alfiese Pilots
Asstinikn’s  diecdor &
Mighat asfory Jofi Wiises i
“While the investigmtion ing
thee Ajr Indin crash = oogeing
iFe imgortang b remember
that speculnting bewmnid the
ncts presented risks sprend
Ingr s brtrmiEtion, easing
el and Endarmining
sty of 1he [imestlin
i pronses. 19 18 sl
apeclil fo the ikl ard
their Fimilies, who desee
amwers based on focts, not
conjecture The mvest paion
temen mmust e allomrsd 80 com
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Al's A’bad-London flights moved

Ahmedabad: Air India (Al)
will discontinue all Ahmed-
abad-London Gatwick
flights from Aug 1. Instead,
the airline will operate three
directflights a week between
Ahmedabad and London He-
athrow, as part of its phased
restoration of services follo-
wing the ‘Safety Pause’ im-
posed after the June12 crash.

The airline, which earlier
operated five flights a week
to Gatwick, stated that the re-
vised Heathrow service will
continueuntil atleast Sep30.

Affected passengers are
being contacted directly and
offered the option to rebook
on alternative flights or cla-
im a full refund, the airline
said. mn



AIRPUF{T SAUT HGPITY UF lNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA AHMEDABAD 17 JULY 2025

India hikes
!
Kuwait’s

flying rights
New Delhi: India has enhan-
cedtheflvingrights of Kuwait
when it raised weekly seats to
18,000 per week between India
and the Gulf nation from ear-
lier 12,000 — a raise of 50%.
Now airlines of bothsidescan
deploy 18,000 seats per week.
The agreement was signed by
India’s aviation secretary
Samir Kumar Sinha and Eu-
wait DGCA president Sheikh
Hamoud Al-Mubarak, Kuwait
gets more bilaterals after 18
yvears, when its capacity was
raised from 8,320 to 12,000,

With an inecrease in de-
mand for travel, Kuwait—like
several other regions especi-
ally in the Middle East inclu-
ding Dubai — had been see-
kingahike inbilaterals. Inthe
last one vear, India has signed
new air service agreements
with Thailand, Vietnam, In-
donesiaand Uzbekistan. tw
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