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Al introduces no-meal ‘basic’ fares on select domestic sectors

“ Wald
Moy Dl

Tata Group-osmed Air India
has introduced a new un-
bundled "basic” fare family on
select  domestic  sectors,
miarking a significant shift in
the airline"s product stra

e bringing aspects of its of -
fering closer to global “light
fare" models,

Accordingly, the develop-
menl comes after bosimes-
lmé on Tue |:]|.|:|u' 14,
20265) reported that the air-
line was evaluating the intro-
ductbon of unbundled fares
on around X domestic sec-
tors as part of a broader ef-

fart to sharpen fure segment-

LIGHT FARE MODEL. Tha sirfine said the product = aemed a2
walue-conscious travellers

ation and expand ancillary
TEVEIELCE.

DOMESTIC SECTORS

Speaking o  bustuessline
eartier in the day, industry
sources had said that the air-
line had identificd nearly 20

domestic sectors where oer-
taim  services nu'rtﬂ'ﬂ}
bundled imto the tcket price
could potentinily be offered
ot A pay-if-vou-wee bagia,
The proposal was under-
stood to imvobve the unbund-
ling of complimentary meals

in Feonomry Class, while
MFremium  Economy  and
Business Class were not ex-

o be covered under
the inftiative. Later in the
day, Alr India confirmed the
inrreduction of the new ‘ba-
sic’ fare family, which is cur-
remtly being piloted on selec
domestic routes.

VALLUE-COXSCIOUS
The airline said the product
Is almed ar valee-conscious
traveliers and includes a 13
ll:g checked allom:-
ance, & seven kg cabin bag-
gage allovanee and compli-
rentary tea oF coffiee, wihile
complimentary meals are
not included.

Az per Air India, the basic

fare is entir iomal and
that r@;ﬂmﬂ con-
tinwe Lo have the choice af

its exis vl
classic and fiex fare families,
all of which include compli-
merntary meals and bundled
henefits,

Besides, smurces had in-
dim;‘d that thtd'mitiatlw is
nimied at Adin ater
fare h'hu'lltlll..":ﬁn FnE:ll:E:;en.
stimulating demand  on
price-senstive  routes  and
creating additional ancillary
revenue sirsums.

According 1o the airline,
the imtrodection of the basic
fare reflects a “pro-con-

nm'lrr“ raach that recog-
rl.gl.'mlrlil-rr pret-
m'ncﬂ alloows

price-conscios  passen
Lo pay only for services
require while preserving a
full-service off for cus-
tomers who prefer an all-in-
clusive expenence.

BARIC FARES
In addivion, Air Indin said
rs booked on hasic
ures will huve the exibility
4] p'l:-pu.n:h.au meals up o
24 howurs before de !
with options including ve-
getarian,  nog-vegetaran,
Tain and diabetic meals,

The carrier added that
pre-purchased meals would
auromarically be transfermed
in the event of schedule
changes or fully refunded if
unavailable
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Qatar Airways adds flights
to US for World Cup travel

Miimbal: Ciatar Adrways has
added Rights to the US to
suppart higher travel demand
due to the angaing FIFA World
Cup, Frequencies have been
increased from Doha to

Boston, Los Angeles, Meami and
San Francisco, It said, The exra
services will be in place on the
San Franceoo route untl June
27 and on the other thres
Cifres bl Juby 20 con mmes
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Navi Mumbai ai

rport to handle international flights from

July 15, mulls 50 million passenger terminal in next phase

Oar Buroau
Burnba

Navi Mumbai airport is set to
handle international flights
from July 15, Chief Execut-
e Officer BVIK Sharma said
on Wednesday.

“We will be starting with
freighters from July 15 and
we expect the movements to
ramp up to 18 per week. The
good news is that there is
mMOVEmMEnt on passenger side
and hopefully from July 15
nternational passenger
flights will also start”
Sharma said on the sidelines
of the Brihanmumbai Cus-
tom Brokers Association’s
logistics conclave.

Air India Express and In-
diéo are expected to start

=1

Airport

Cargo
lerminal

flights on short haul routes.
Air India Express has filed in-
ternational route plans with
the airport, he added.

While international flights
were imitially expected o
start from March end, plans
were deferred due to ten-
sions in West Asia

On  Tuesday, Member
{customs) Yogendra Garg re-

Air India
Express and
IndiC:o arc
expected to start
flights on short
haul routes

viewed the airport’s readi-
ness to handle mternational
operations and final ap
proval is expected this week.

SCALE CAPAGITY
Navi Mumbai airport began
operations  last Christmas
with 46 dailv fights. These
have increased to 149 daily
flights connecting 46 do-
mestic destinations.

By December, operations
are expected to scale up to

300 daily Rights. The airport
has handled over two million
passengers till now and is
handling around 20,000 pas-
sengers daily, Sharma said,

The Adani Group-run air-
port is also redesigning its
growth plans. At present, the
airport has a capacity o
handle 20 million passengers
annually. Originally, a pas
senger terminal with 30 mil-
lion annual capacity was
planned in the second phase,

Now the airport manage-
mient is considering building
alarger terminal to handle 50
million passengers in the
NEXT phase.

“The design work for the
proposed terminal has star-
ted... We will open up in parts
based on demand and sup-
phv.” he said.
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Navi Mumbai airport aims to hit over
1 million monthly passengers by Nov

SURRJEET DAS GUPTR
Mew Delhi, T7F June

Adani-run Navi Mumbal [nter-
national Airport Lid (KMIAL)
alms o hit over 1 millon passen-
gers a month by November,
which would make it the elghth
airport in the country (o surpass
that mark.

Arcording to plans discussed
withthe Ministry of Civil Aviation,
the airport operator  would
increase sircraft movement from
150 kD 250 per day with 10=15 per
cent expected vo comee from inber-
national lights, which are Hikelyto
start soon. As of April 2026, the
country had only seven airports
which handied more than 1 mil-
Hon or more domestic and inter-
national passengers each month,

according to data from the Air-
ports Authority of India (AATL

According 10 SOURCes,
there is a possibllity of starting
intermational filghts once appro-
vals from the Customs and immi-
gration departments come —
likely by June 30, post which
they will begin the international
operations,

Aquery sent to MAMIATL did it
elicit any response.

The alrport, which started
commeercial flights only atthe end
af Decembser 2025 has seen 8
threefiold increase in passengers
[rom 221,586 in March to 642,766

in Miry. Since it began operations,
the airport has collectively

handled over 1.77 million passen-
gers from sium::a.u: flights in its
first five months,

THE AIRPORT HAS
COLLECTIVELY HAMDLED
OVER 1.77 MILLION
PASSENGERS FROM
DOMESTIC FLIGHTS IN ITS
FIRST FIVE MONTHS

It entered the top-10 domestlc
alrports’ league as carly as March.
MNAMIAL has set an ambitious
target of touching 20 million pas-
sengers by FY28. If achieved, It
would become the fastest growing
alrport in India to hit the mile-
stone. For FY 27, the tarpet 15 11 mil-
lion passengers. But it has some
catching up to do compared o
other alrports.

For Instance, in April, Delhi
alrport handled over 6.6 million
domestic and imemational pas-

sengers, followed by Mumbai
wilth over 4 millkon and Benguilini
at 36 million. The other big
players were Chennal alrport,
which handled 1.73 million pas-
sengers, Kolkata was at .76 mil-
lion, Ahmedabad at 1.29 million
and Hyderabad at 2.3 million.
MMIAL will require 4-5
domestic feeder flights to bring
in passengers to Al up one wide-
body aircraflt travelling to and
from the airport o an interna-
tional destination. The Adani-
riin Mummbal alrpart, however, can
only do polnt-to-point nterms-
tionnl services, given the restric-
tion of having a single rumsay.
Therefore, there is no scope to

expand further.

More an businest-standard. in
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DGCA Tells Uncontrolled Airfields to Review Ops, Fix Gaps

The DGCA has asked operators of uncontrolled airstrips to immedia-
tely review the operational conditions of their facilitics and rectity
deficicneies that affect safety against the backdrop of accidents at
such airstrips. Several uncontrolled airstrips across the country are
heingutilised forlanding and departureof aiveraft. —PTI1
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Cargo ops begin at Noida airport

A cargo flight from Chennai landed at the Noida International
Airport un“’aﬂnﬁdnr morning marking the commencement
of cargo operations at the newly inangurated airport. The
Right, ferrying 20 tonnes of mixed cargo, landed at 7.13am. an
official said. The cargo terminal spans 87 acres and is designed
to handle acargo capacity of 255,000 tonnes, said officials. w1



I Ao e
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHTI 13 JUNE 2026&

3 AIRPORTS TOLD
TO INSTALL FULL
BODY SCANNERS

Prawesh Lama
keitersEhndustantimes.com

MEW DELHE The Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF) has
asked airport operators at the
Jammu, Srinagar and Ayodhya
airports o install Tull-body
scanners (FAS) on priority, even
as a three-month trial of the
geanners (s nnderway at fiour
airpors including Mew Delhi,
officials aware of the matter
saild. The government has also
planned 1o install nine such cer-
tified full-body scanners at the
Parliament House premises.

An official. who asked not o
be named, said Srinsgar, Avo-
dhya and Jammu have been
directed to get FBS on priority
duie to the sensitivity of the air-
port,

Because of its location and
passenger mavement, the Bam
'I'-.-ru,rlr;' il ."I.}'IIII.I!.]-’.‘I FHCR e =]
tagped a hypersensitive airport.

“The deployment of FBS will
lead to enhaneed security, while
reducing the need for physical
frisking and also saving time for
passengers.” the officer said,
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Domestic airlines’ operating profit
to ‘decline 10-15%’ in FY27: Report

MUMBAL The opersling
profit of domestic airlines is
estimated o decline 10:15 per
cend this fiscal due to elevated
aviation urbine [uel (ATEF)
prices, airspace restriclions
and rupee depreciation amid
the Weet Asia comBlict, a CRI-
SIL report sabd on Wednesday,

Rating agency CRISIL also
sxid theat the combined ingpact
of higher costs, constrained
pricing power and capacity
ratbonalisation is expected to
reduce the aggregale operal-
ing profi of the HEI'JJ.I:II:i b R
16,000-17,000 crove this fiscal

from around Bs 19000 crore
in the preceding financial vear,

Any respite from bower jet
fuel preces, driven by a poten-
ital resolution of the conflict in
Weest Asia, will comtakn further
esscalation in Feel ootz for air-
limes, it said, However, ongo-
II'I.H ﬂﬂ.‘! EIF‘I.I.'IE-H.'ID H'IJ.I F‘I].II'I.

lease rentals, and Uat, con-
I;Ed with moderating operal-
ing profits, could weaken lease
serviceability through internal
accruals, the report nated, add-
inng that the upshot = expected
to be around a 15 per cend
increase in remtal costs 1o Bs

27 00 25,000 crore this fiscal
Jet hiel accounts for nr-u.rl].'
#0 per cent of an aidines oper-
ating costs winder normal eir-
cumstances and can go bo as
miuch as 60 per cent of total
operating expenditure |;|||.r.|r|g
als of extreme fued price
viplattlity, Such Huctuationg
can skenificantly livpact ale-
limwe opscrations, route planning
and fare stability
The Wit Asia conflict has
led 10 a gharp average increase
of over 50 per cent in global
ATF prices versus the pre-con-
it bewels. ABINCIES
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FREIGHT SERVICES ADD NEW DIMENSION TO OP5

First cargo aircraft lands at
Noida International Airport

BIFIKA RIRSLA

MOIDA: Nukla [nlenalional
AT CNIA o Visdnesday
achibeved anceer mike=ning
with the commencemen of

Andicaiad o ahnne,
st g rhr burchof
-u.l.l.l.l.ll.'u_d T KT
A Boving 7 ..l Ikl
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Safdarjung Airport comes
under CISF qecunty cover

MARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: The Cen-
tral Indusrial Security Force
[CA%F ) an '-'L'fdnﬁdi}' m..all:,'
tewnke v seOlriY Besponsi-
hilisies 2t .'-::I'»,iarllmg Ad
brimging the faciliny wnder its
profection umbrella as the
73rd il aviation Inseallation
secnmed by the foeoe,

Sensor CISF officers, along
with representatives of the
Alrponts Authoray of India
(AALY and local law enfarce-
M Agenches, were pres-
et during the handowver, The
e s paat of the Mankstry of
Husise Affairs’ brosder effiort 1o
strerggiben and standardise avi-
alhomy seCurity across ithe coan-
try through 4 dedicated central
segugity framework.

Speead acroses 213 acnes in

south Dedhk Safdarfung Adr-
part i located ina kigh-secu-

Fity @oiwe surround
defemoe and governmani esiab-
leshamwents, The alsport plays a
crachal pode in Tandiing nos-
schedubed fAights, inclnding
helicopier operations imoly-
ing the President, Vice-Pres-
ideni. Prime Minister, Unkon
el nlsbers, Gonvermons mnd othes

by koiry

semior dignitaries
The dlﬁlln}mem follows

recomaendations by securty
apenies far enhanced Profec-
Ehn, citing the plr|1rq1'-'. sirane-
glc impertance. proxmity to
resddensial areas and :':q.'-mni
ey lavenst. CISF personpel
were indudted in phases under
thet Indernal Securiny Dty Pai-
Lern to ensure wninterrupted
alypart aperations

q:.l dtmwd CISF mnit
of 136 personne, headed by
a Deputy Commsandant, has
rﬂmshﬂ widh securing the
almpart. The force will overse:
perimeter securily, socess oon-
tril bsgpage soreenlng gys-
temns, survelllance networks
and response mechanisms,
replacing the exrlier arra
micnt bvelving Delhi Polkce
and Magaland Police persoimnel
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Adani Group operated Navi Mumbai, Guwahati
airports among world’s 7 most beautiful airports

NEW DELHI: Two airports interactive installations.

operated by Adani Group have The Guwahati terminal was
been incuded in the Prix Ver- praised for embracing regional
sailles World’s Most Beautiful identity through indigenous art,
Airports List 2026, highlighti tribal narratives and local crafts-
growing global recognition o manship embedded within its
India’s aviation infrastructure. interiors. Its sweeping vaulted

Prix Versailles, an interna
tional architecture and desi
awand presented at TTNESCO
headquarters in Paris, selected
Mavi Mumbai Internationall Air
port’s Terminal 1 and Terminal
2 ot Guwahatis Lokpriva Gopi-
nath Bordolod International Adr-
port among the worlds seven
mst beautiful airports this year.

The awards recognise excel-
lence in architecture, sustain-
ability, innovation, culiural
identity and passenger expe-
ricnce, Mavi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport was honoured
for {13 lotus-inspired design by
renowned architecture firm
Zaha Hadid Architects and its

Interior of the newly-built Navi Mumbal International Airpert 1]

integration of technology and
sustainabiling

The recognition comes as
the airport prepanes for a phased
operational ramp-up and
expanzion of aviation capac-
ity in the Mumbai metropoli-
tan region.

CGuwahati Airports Ter-
minal 2 was recognised for a
design inspired by the Bamboo
Orchid, reflecting the biodi-

versity and cultural heritage of
Mortheast Indila. The terminal
incorporates sustainable fea-
fures, including bamboo ele

ments, passive daylighting and
biophilic design. According
to Prix Versailles, Mavi Mum-
bad atrport combines futuristic
architecture with operational
funcrionality, while its digiral
art programme enhances the
passenger experience through

ceilings and fluid design pat
terns draw inspiration from
Assam’s landscapes and the
Brahmaputra river system.

The inclusion of both air-
ports reflects the efforts of
Adani Airpori Holdings Lid
to develop large-scale aviation
infrastructure with a strong
focus on design, sustainability
and passenger comfort,

Other airports on the 2026
list are located in Guangzhaoil,
Frankfurt, Kandal Stueng, Pitts-
burgh and San Diego, Three air-
ports from the shortlist will kater
receive Prix Versailles global
titles for architecture, interior
of exterior design, AGER(IES
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Pakistan extends airspace ban
on Indian aircrafts by a month

M ZULOQEANAIN B Lihods

Pakistan on Wednesday
extended iis alrspace
restricticns on Indian-
registeed aincraft for yel
another month till July 24,
The restriclions wene firsi
imposed in April 2025, a day
after terrarists killed 26
people in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pahalgam, leading
o & sland-ofl between the
twa nudear-powered
countries, which culminated
im a four-day military conflic.
India has alsa ':jﬂppl:d
similar restrictions on
Pakistani aircraft for using its
alrspace. “The ban on Indian
aircraft - both cvil and

military = will ramain in effet
from 5:50 pm June 16 until
4:59 am July 24," the
Pakistam Alrpors Authority
sajd in a notice issued on
Wednasday, While military
tensions have eased between
the two, diplomatic relations
remain strained with both
sides |;|.1l|'|in|:i||1j wilh
rirtaliabory measures
introduced during the orisis,
The prolonged airspace
closure is expected to increase
operational costs for Indian
airline companies, many of
which have heen fored to
take longer routes to
destinations in Central Asia,
Europe, West fAsla and

North America, [PTT)
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Navi Mumbai Airport to launch
international DpE:I'atlDIlS on July 15

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

Adani Group-owned Navi
Mumbai airport is expected
to start international opera-
tions from the greenfield
facility from July 15, a top offi-
cial said on Wednesday.

Along with international
passenger fMights, the Navi
Mumbai airport will also
commence international
freighter operations, he said.
The Adani Group-owned
airport, the second airport in
the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region, had commenced
domestic flight services from
December last year.

"On July 15, we are start-
ing with freighters, and we
expect the freighters to ramp

up to almost 18 weekly
fights. Good news is also
that there is movement on
the passenger side and
hopefully on july 15 interna-
tional passenger flights will
dlsg start,” Navi Mumbai
International Airport Ltd
(NMIAL) chief executive
officer, BVJK Sharma, told
reporters on the sidelines of
BCBA Logistics Conclave

here. Sharma further noted
that bath “Air India Express
and IndiGo are going to
operate international fights
frorm Mavi Mumbai,”

Member {Customs], a
senior official within the
Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC),
reviewed the readiness of
the airport (for internation-
al operations) on Tuesday,
and relevant notifications
have been promulgated, he
said. "The last one is being
done today, which will then
follow with Section 45 and
the trials with both the
codes for courier and the
cargo,” he said, adding that
this will lead to probably a
trade notice by the customs
around July 5.
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Daily flights link
Navi Mumbai &
'I lda [ ] l

Mumbai; India's two new ar-
Pots are now conecterd with
daily direct lights with Akasa
Adr lunching Dight from Na-
vi Iurnbed International Alr
porct (WA to Moida Interns-
tional Abrport (DN on Mon-
day The flight cormects Mum
bai Metropolitan Reglon with
Matiomal Capital Region.

Mavi Muamhai  airport,
whiich is expected to begin n-
ternational operations in the
coming months, has alveady
taken aspot among India's top
Whusiesf airports.

“The MNMI-DXMN connec-
tiom will fmprove markel ac-
cesa redueing traved fime bet-
ween key corporate catche
ments acinss sectors such ids
manufactiing, lnristics,
technology, real estate, finan-
cial services, aviation, hospi
tadity amd frade,” said an NMI
SpORESPETSON. Thy
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CISF takes over
Safdarju

airport SEﬂIn?Ity
MNew Delhi: Central Industrial
securily Foree was inducted at
strategically vital Safdarjung
airport Wednesday, marking a
Eey stepin the home ministoy's
push to standardise civil avia-
Lion securily undaer a speciali
sed federal fores.

OHiclals sald the 23-aere
airport in south Delhi, near
Aurobindo Marg and surro-
unded by govtand military in
stullations, 15 the capital’s ma-
in hub for VVIP helicopter
maovement, incluoding lighls
of the President, Vice-Presi-
dentamd Prime Minkster,

Citing the open, road-facing
runway and dense nelphbou-
hoods, ageneies recommended
replacing local policing with
full CISF cover Safiarjung be-
comes the Tand alrport under
CISE A 136-member onit will
puiard the Tacility mw
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