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Two contractors pull out of T3 terminal
project; only 40% of work completed so far

The airport modernisation project, which faced multiple delays, now has a revised deadline of December 2026; AAl officials say work progressing

on schedule, despite contractors’ departure owing to financial challenges; fresh bids for T3 have been floated and contracts will be awarded soon

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNALI

WO contractors
I |have exited the
Chennai airport’s

T3 International Terminal
construction project,
which has been under way
for two years now.

These contractors were
responsible for carrying
out interior work in this
terminal.

So far, only about 40 per
cent of the construction
work has been completed
and the project looks at a
delayed and revised dea-
dline of December 2026.

One of the most impor-
tant components of the

phase II modernisation
project includes the con-
struction of the integrated
terminal building, which
will serve the international
flight operations. It spans
2,20,972 sq. m. and com-
menced almost seven
years ago in two phases
with an estimated cost of
12,467 crore.

Delay due to pandemic
After being riddled by de-
lays due to the COVID-19
pandemic and other rea-
sons, the first phase of the
integrated building, the T2
International  Terminal,
was inaugurated in 2023
and subsequently flight op-
erations were initiated in
this building.

The following vyear,
work on the second phase

\,.’fhlr
i - -
'l iy
> i
%

Work under way at the T3 International Terminal of the Chennai

airpnrt. B. VELANKEAMMI RAJ

of the integrated building,
the T3 International Termi-
nal, took off, but is yet to
be completed.

While the original date
of completion for the
phase II project was 2022

(as mentioned in the Rajya
Sabha), it has suffered con-
stant setbacks and after re-

peated delays, the latest re-

vised deadline is
December 2026.
Officials of Airports

Authority of India (AAI)
said the civil work is on
track, and they are review-
ing the project every week.
Officials said they will en-
sure that there are no
further delays. The most
challenging part of the
construction has been
completed and after this,
they don’t expect any is-
sues.

‘Deadline will be met’

“The work has gained
speed and will meet the
December deadline. Two
firms that bagged the con-
tracts for doing the interior
works in the terminal left
the project sometime back.
But we have already float-
ed fresh bids for this work.
The contract will be award-
ed soon, and it will not af-

fect the project in any
way,” an official said.

As the project conti-
nued to reel under multi-
ple delays, the two con-
tractors found it financially
unviable to continue in the
project, sources said.
When they bagged the pro-
ject some years ago, the
prices were different. Now,
with rising costs and de-
lays, they were unable to
cope and hence decided to
leave the project, sources
added.

The exit of these two
contractors too could add
a bit of delay to the T3 Ter-
minal construction. If
these contractors were in
place, alongside the civil
work, some of the interior
work could have begun
now, sources said.
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KIA crosses

big passenger
milestone

empegowda International Airport
Bengaluru crossed the 400 million pas-

senger mark since the start of its opera-

tions and recorded growth in passenger and
cargo traffic during FY 2025-26. The airport
handled 44.47 million passengers and 5.32
lakh metric tonnes of cargo during the fi-
nancial year. International passenger traffic
increased by 23.9 per cent to 7.23 million
passengers, while domestic traffic rose by
3.3 per cent to 37.24 million passengers,
resulting in an overall annual passenger
growth of 6.2 per cent. The airport currently
operates non-stop flights to more than 78
domestic and 34 international destinations.

The airport recorded 2.8 lakh air traffic
movements during the year, marking a 4.5
per cent increase compared to the previous
financial year. Average daily aircraft move-
ments stood at 769, while the highest sin-
gle-day movement touched 837 flights.
Daily passenger traffic also reached a high
of 1.39 lakh passengers on a single day.

Cargo operations were supported by 15
cargo airlines operating across 38 destina-
tions, including Chicago, Singapore,
London Heathrow, Frankfurt, Shenzhen
and Hong Kong. KIA remained India’s larg-
est perishable export gateway, handling 60
million rose stems annually. -BMB
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REACH

KIA went above its head, city
hopesits 2nd airport won’

(AT Planners for seamless access to, clutter-free infra around new facility

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

engaluru’s proposed
B:i-umnd‘.lirlwrt isbeing

framed as an answer to the
city's future aviation needs.

As passenger traffic at Kem-
pegowda International Aicport
(KIA) continues to rise sharply,
planners argue that another air-
port is inevitable for a metrop-
olis expected to expand further
in the next two decades. But
beneath the aviation narrative
lies a larger and more pertinent
urban question: has Bengaluru
learnt anything from the way
the city grew around its first
airport?

Yes' is the instinctive answer,
but for a burgeoning city, there
are far too many metrics o
consider.

Beyond aircralt movement or
passenger capacity, the second
airport is about the model of
urban expansion Bengaluru
CONHNUES to pursue,

The city risks repeating the
same planning failures that
followed the development of
KIA m the north: development
heavily driven by speculative
real estate, while public trans
port, drainage, roads and civic
services struggle to keep pace.

While Industries Minister M
B Patil told DA that the second
airport was being planned to
accommodate the city's growth
and has little to do with the
existing airport’s shortcomings,
urban experts feel it is prudent
to bearn from mistakes.

Before Kempegowda inter-
mational airport (KIA) opened
in 2008, Bengaluru’s aviation
needs were handled by the HAL
airport in the heart of the city.

As air traffic surged alongside
IT boom, the airport struggled
with limited runway capacity,
congestion and restrictions on
CXpansion.

s

Wni'lmltu'nuliumtnthuirpuﬂ. everyone from
everywhere ends up at Hebbal, creating a major chokepoint.
O FILE PHOTD

New learnings, no comparison

A comparison between Deva-
nahalli and the new airport
location would be unfair
because of the varied terrain
and settlement patterns, said
Dayanand Bhandari, special
deputy commissioner,
Karnataka Industrial Areas
Development Board.

The shorilisted locations
include Chudahalli and
Somanahalli (Kanakapura
Road) and villages between
Kunigal and Nelamangala
near Tumakuru Road.

“When the airport was
built in Devanahalli, it was
anear-barren land, with
barely any settlements, In
comparison, the locations in

The shift to Devanahalli
murked more than an airport
relocation — it fundamentally
altered Bengaluru's urban
geography.

Growth began moving north-
wards, triggering large-scale
real-estate development, new
business corridors and infra-

south Bengaluru are more
developed, have settlements
and also have some vegeta-
tion.”

“The location in Nelaman-
gala has more vegetation
than the Kanakapura Road
locations, and also a hillock
which cannot be removed,
Groundwater levels too
are different. Devanahalli
had minimal groundwater
availability, that's not the
case with the Kanakapura
Road locations. All of these
things matter. So if it comes
upinsouth Bengalury, its
planning will be very differ-
ent. because of these varied
factors,” he elaborated.

structure mvestments around
Jthe airport region,

But it also deepened car
dependency and long com-
muies, exposing how rapidly
Bengaluru expanded without
matching public transport and
civic infrastructure.

Even today, the airport

remains deeply dependent

on private vehicles and taxdis,
contributing to congestion and
long commutes.

Urban planners warn that
the second pirport could creare
another economic node before
the city resolves the structural
issues exposed by the
first one,

R K Misra, urban expert
and independent director at
B-5SMILE, likens KI1LA to an is-
land. “An airport brings people
from other places to the city and
takes people from the ity to
ather places, but how does one
reach the airport in Bengaluru?
What we have today is an island,
which is far removed from the
city,” he said.

Citing the example of the
newly opened Novi Mumbai
international airport, he men-
tions how it was built keeping
mietro connectivity in mind,

“In Bengaluru, we're yet to
2ot metro connectivity, 18 vears
after the airport started, Once
you're at the airport, everything
is beautiful, but reaching there
i the biggest hurdle. This
shouldn't repeat at the new
airport,” he said.

Urhan planners and policy-
makers predominantly high-
lighted the traffic chokepoint at
Hebbal.

“There's no alternative route
to the airport, With Begur and
Budigere roads in such horrible
condition, everyone from
everywhere ends up at Hebbal,
creating a major chokepoint
The new airport, irrespective
of where it comes up, must be
well connected to all parts of the
city,” Misra said.

Bengaluru police com-
missioner Seemant Kumar
Singh said the airport plan must
include road infrastructure
with maximum number of lanes
possible,

“We shouldn't wait till

phase 2or 3 of expansion to
improve road infrastructure.
We can plan ahead and mitigate
potential traffic chokepoints.
Also, itis very important that
the proposed airport has ample
connectivity with arterial roads
such as sarellite town ring road
and outer ring road. The plan-
ning, if possible, should include
adouble Nyover,” he elaborated.

Connectivity within

An accessibility report must re-
main at the core of the proposed
second airport, believes Ashish
Verma, convener of the sustain-
able rransportation lab at Indian
Institute of Science.

“The focus must be on how
much you reduce distances 1o
the airpori. And how much are
you pushing for shared, electric
andactive mobility,” he said, high-
lighting the need for accessibility
within airport premises.

“Currently, the KIA operator
is planning one metro station
for both terminals as well as
the proposed terminal 3. The
distance to the metro station
itself often becomes a deter-
rent for many when it comes
to adopting public transport.
This is a comman problem ar
guite a few Indian airports.
Setting up a shuttle service is
not a solution. Instead, similar
to Dubai airport, each terminal
must internally have access to
the metro,” he said.

Both getting into the airport
and out of it must be equally
an accessible and streamiined
process, which is currently not
the case at KIA, he said

Urban planners stressad
the need for a more planned
residential development around
the new airport, in comparison
to *haphazard and one-way™ de-
velopment around KIA, where
accompanying infrastructure
came in years after the airport
was developed.
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Bengaluru airport crosses
400-million passenger mark
sinceits opemng

Clocks 6.2%
year-on-year
increase
v
BENGALURLU, DHNS

engaluru’s Kempegow-
Bda International Air-

port (KIA) has crossed
the 400-million passenger
mark since its opening.

India's third-busiest air-
portrecorded strong growth
in international traffic and
cargo movement during
2025-26, Bangalore Inter-
national Airport Limited
(BIAL), the airport operator,
stated.

At BIAL's 134th board
meeting, chaired by Chief
Secretary Shalini Rajneesh,
theairportoperator reviewed
performance and expansion
initiatives undertaken during
the financial year.

Theairporthandled 44.47
million passengers, marking
a6.2% year-on-yearincrease,
International traffic rose by
23.9%to7.23 million passen-
gers, while domestic traffic
grew 3.3% to 37.24 million
passengers. The airport cur-
rentlyoffersdirect connectiv-
ity toover 78 domesticand 34
international destinations,

BIAL said air traffic move-
ments also increased during

Kempegowda International Airport currently offers
direct connectivity to over 78 domestic and
34 international destinations. o+ FiLE PHOTOD

the vear, reaching 2.8 lakh
flights, up 4.5% compared to
the previous year. On aver-
age, the airport handled 769
aircraft movements daily,
with the highest single-day
trafficrecorded at 837 move-
ments. Passenger footfall
peaked at 1.39 lakh in a day.

Cargo onboard
Cargo operations witnessed
steady growth as well, with
theairporthandling 5.32 lakh
metric tonnes of cargo, a 6%
year-on-yearrise,

BIAL attributed the in-
crease to growing interna-
tional cargo demand and

expanding trade in sectors
like pharmaceuticals, perish-
ables, auto parts, electronics
and e-commerce,

KIA retained its position
asIndia’s leading gateway for
perishable exports for fifth
straight year, In 2025-26, it
handled around 60 million
rose stems, while mango ex-
ports rose 12% to a five-year
high, BIAL said.

The board also reviewed
the ongoing infrastructure
and capacity expansion pro-
jects aimed at improving
passenger convenience and
strengthening Bengaluru'’s
position as an aviation hub.
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UNDER 30-YR BOT MODEL
Sri Lanka Reopens
Hambantota
Airport Bid, Eyes
Strategic lnvestors

Dipan]an oy Chaudbiury

Now Delhi: Sri Lanka has roo-
gl bidding for the Hamban
toita ndrport ander o el ble -
year hufld-opermte-tronsfer
CHOT) stricire, reviving ap-
portunities for [ndinn fmes
s seakling strulogie neseds in

he Indian Oloesn cegion
The Mattaln Rajnpakss Imfer
makbaiial Akipoit in Hambamiotn
has struggied sinoe opening in
Sk PBuil at o cost of 239 mil-
liom, Inrgely finaneed by China's
Export-lmpart Hank. theairpart
fakkd to pttroct suclent pes-
senger traffcar airdine micrest
0 hesocame comumipreaalky winhio
It2 prodonged undeculilEation
earnml it the g of the workd's
emptisl pogen”.

The Sri Lankan
povermiment s
now  gEsuml oa
fresh expression

of Inteirnst (Eollh
T prodonged  Loviling domestlc
- nr indornational
wiiiation Hivesines B ope
samed R i gnd dmwiap
tagof tha the alrgpsart. The
deadling far sub-
missinne is June
i ET hees besarmt.
Thit Eal uffiers two separabe in
vestment tracks: The first co
vers abrsiile and sensliome
operntns under 6 mEmsgn-
mend ool for civil alrpon
sorviens. The seeond covers
landside op=rations umnider a
BT minidal with o -vear lenss
e extension provisions, Co-
Tomb-hasnid seairces tald BT,
“Indka's pvlnticn sector k= 1he
warld's faspest growing. Mutta.
1n's Jing Fusway s, uncongesed
atrypeon and generous Land fo-
olprint fisihe 1 & potueal caisld-
datn for am MHO hobsorving In-
dian cerciers. reducing lurna:
rrnd eimes nnd costs while es-
tnblishing a peouine Indian
Dcean base A Mying school he
e makes egqual senss nod Mot
inln's uncongested skies arean
asmol, nol o Jibinng” 8 solree
snid
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CIDCO Invites Bids for Navi Mumbai Logistics Park

Kailash Babar

Mumbal: CIDCO, Mnaharnshiras
town planning and infrastructure de-
velopment authority, has invited bids
for the first phase of its proposed in-
tegrated logistics park (ILP) spread
pecross 325 acres al Pushpak Node in
Navi Mumbal, marking one of the lar
gest planned logistics infrastructure
developments in the Mumbai Metro

palitan Region (MMR)

Theauthority has Noated an expres-
slon of interest (KO0 1o lease about
174 acres comprising 12 plots in Phase
[ of the project, which forms part of a
larger logistics park planned near
Chirlevillage.

The project s aimed at supporting
lnrge-scale warehousing cargo hand-
ling, distribution and logistics opern
tlons amid rising demand from ecom-
merce, manufacturing and port-led

trade activities

The proposed logistics park is loca-
tedd near key infrastructure projects
including Jawaharlal Nehru Port,
the upcoming Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport, the Mumbai Trans
Harbour Link (MTHL) and major
highway corridors, positioningitasa
multimodal logistics hulb

“With JNPT, Navi Mumbai airport,
MTHL and key highway corridors
converging around it, CIDCO's pro-

posed logistics park reflects how Navi
Mumbai is fast evolving (rom a satel-
lite city into one of Indin's most stra-
tegic logistics and warehousing
hubs,” Vijay Singhal, VC & MD m
CIDCO, told ET. "Thescaleof partici-
pation from global and demestic play-
ersalsounder]ines rising investor ap-
petite for industrial and loglstics as-
s018 as infrastrocture-led growth res
hapes the Mumbal Metropalitan
Region's real estate landscape,”
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KIA soars past 400mn flyer milestone

GLOBAL TAKEOFF: International Traffic Powers Record Passenger, Cargo Growth At Airport

Times News NeTwork

Bengaluru: Marking a major
milestone in its aviation jour-
ney, Kempegowda Internatio-
nal Airport(KIA)surpassed the
400-million passenger mark in
April since the start of its ope-
rations, cementing its position
asone of the country’s most dy-
namic air hubs. The achieve-
ment comes on the back of aro-
bust surge in international pas-
senger traffic and sustained
cargogrowth in FY 2025-26.
According to Bangalore In-
ternational Airport Lid (BIAL),
the airport handled 44.4 million
passengers and 5.3 lakh tonnes
of cargoduring the vear. Interna-
tional passenger traffic grew
24% to 7.2 million, while domes-
tic traffic rose 3% to 37.2 million
passengers. Overall passenger
trafficincreased 6% yearon vear.
“This performance, despite
geopolitical and sectoral head-
winds, reflects Bengaluru's in-
creasing global relevance as a
business and innovation hub.
KIA currently offers non-stop
connectivity to more than 78 do-
mestic and 34 international des-
tinations,” a statement from the

PASSENGER TRAFFIC
44.4 million passengers | Domestic:
H 37.2 million (+3%) |

International: 7.2
cai

z million (+24%), |
Overall growth: 6%

FLIGHT MOVEMENTS

2.8 lakh ATMs (+5%) | T69 average

daily -flli-ghts | 837 peak flights |

1.4 lakh peak
* " w pﬂSSEﬂgE[E
CONNECTIVITY
o T8+ domestic and
34+ international
) non-stop destinations

CARGO

‘ 5.3 lakh tonnes
(+6%]} | 15 cargo

= . airlines linking
m 38 destinations

File photo

GOING STRONG: Cargo and overseas travel helped produce a rnust
year for KIA despite the West Asia conflict having an impact

MAJOR CARGO HUBS

Chicago, Singapore,
London Heathrow,
Frankfurt, Shenzhen,
Hong Kong

PERISHABLE EXPORTS

Roses: 60 million stems,
volume +38%, tonnage +64%
| Mango exports +12% |
Coriander exports +13%

AWARDS AND RANKINGS

Skytrax Best Regional Airport
Jin India and South Asia (3rd
J<year); ACI ASQ Best Airport at
= Arrivals Globally (4th year):

Skytrax rank improved from 48 to 41

@ ACCREDITATIONS

Level 5 Customer
Experience,
Level 3 Accessibility

chief minister's office (CMO)sa-
id. The figures were reviewed at
the 134th board meeting of BIAL
chaired by chiefl secretary Sha-
lini Rajneesh.

The airport also climbed
from 48th to 41st place in the
Skytrax World Top 100 Airports
rankings. It won the ‘Best Re-
gional Airport in India and So-

uth Asia" award for the third
consecutive year and ‘Best Air-
port at Arrivals Globally' at the
ACI ASQ Awards for the fourth
straight vear.

Steady cargo activity

Cargo operations posted steady
growth, supported by exports of
flowers, fruits, pharmaceuti-

cals and electronics. The air-
port retained its position as In-
dia’s leading gateway for peris-
hable exports for the fifth conse-
cutive year. Officials said the
airport handled nearly 60 mil-
lion rose stems during the vear,
with wolumes rising 38%.
Mango exports grew 12% to a fi-
ve-year high, while coriander

shipments increased 13%. Me-
anwhile, operational activity al-
so touched record levels. The
airport recorded 2.8 lakh air
traffic movements during the
year, up 5%, with average daily
flight movements at 769. On its
busiest day, the airport handled
1.4 lakh passengers and 837
flight movements.
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‘Meet and fleece’ service at city airport

Paying Extra
Is Almost
Mandatory
Now: Flyer

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Staff providing
the meet-and-greet service,
outsourced by the airport
authority, were removed
from service after they de-
manded money over and
above the prescribed char-
ges for offering escort and
trolley services to a custo-
mer.

A family recently sought
porterage service for senior
citizens. Though the family
paid #1,000, the personnel de-

File Phato

=TT

OVERCHARGED: A family recently sought porterage service for
senior citizens. Though the family paid £1,000, the personnel demand-
ed another 1,000 for pushing the trolley to the exit

manded another %1,000 for
pushing the trolley to the ex-
it. Afterthe issue wasescala-
ted on social media, Chennai
airport authorities respon-

ded that the personnel had
been identified by the licen-
sep and removed from servi-
ce.

Airport sources said that

A representative of
Promedia, the
licensee, speaking
on condition of
anonymity, said the
company had taken
over meet-and-greet
service only two
months ago and that
the lapse was
committed by a
worker who was
employed with the
previous licensee

thelicensee was warned that
such incidents should not re-
cur However, frequent flyers
say that the meet-and-greet
personnel have become anu-
isance over time. “The mo-
ment we politely refuse their
service, their behaviour
changes. Paying them extra

hasbecome almost mandato-
ry," said A Sam, whorecently
visited her daughter in the
UK.

A representative of Pro-
media, the licensee, spea-
king on condition of anony-
mity, said the company had
taken over the meet-and-gre-
et service only two months
ago and that the lapse was
committed by a worker who
was emploved with the pre-
vious licensee. “Two peaple
have been removed and such
incidents will not occur aga-
in,” said the representative.

Aidrport authority offici-
als said that they were ma-
king efforts to keep the air-
port friendly for senior citi-
zens and the differently ab-
led by providing cab pickup
at the terminal itself and ex-
tending the toll-free time for
cabstolsminutes, instead of
10 minutes.



QIRPUHISAUIHOPIT 4 I‘JF- lNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAER UJALA DELHI 18 MAY 2026

TIUE T 2FH FHerdl
T FY FT THA

= freeity w1 i s
¥z e 3 ufEnvs ZEE
TE (TEUE) W AT 25
ofem # T ' ofem
Eal i ek ag 1l

IR 3R wma fE o
OERT WEEE 3 ani o
T WEA £ W R, wEhE am
2231 7% #) 2 Aem 4w R
T O FEA | AW AW
TEd # g ¢, e e
et F1 Freet o oz w
HEN e W AT 5
A W A W 9 =92 &
FaTen dot & e



;%H?PLJH?ESAAJIFHﬁP#I?EJFiNLHﬂa

Corporate Communications Directorate

DESHBANDHU DELHI 18 MAY 2026

fioelt TRBR P TAUE W e
gere | [FwrRId 8P AR : |rRIg

¥ faeelt, 17 W (wEEE)  TEENEm w1 OWE0 mOE # oshn
TR & A2 o foedl Em w W % AU O % e
A7 4 faum @ o vfanys TEET g9 FReE w6 e i i
WE (%) W ATl UEE 9N & wad or e % 4 4w
(UEms) #7125 Wiwm § "2 g # 7@, feeet =1 79 fvig 4
¥ = Q= g, it
T vt fem 8§ guw
e Yd HEZ F ANy B 27 wifes el

r AVIATION * fn T FaEREAEE 99
T 99 Taan #:1 =9 FUEI— T
§ 1 ferell WrEw # #R 9
TE THE, % G0N H 39
AiE & g feen TR
fooi s @ § 7@ %
T = fm f R

it FimE = fram =9 & fam
Uehnr g N 771 @ 32 % %03 71 A
R 7w 9 W W e ol T
fereell T sl T T QNS fewell W W AW F
i | FR T AifefEas | = T
it # a1 fomn fF 9= ol 4 TEUE W A 9 42 U
TH o @ e o § W@ T E Om s, W w2
UfaryR e THEd awyn 4 T8 o4 T T Sifevees i ie
Hifer i = e ARgE W W a6 3 A o WA aE e
o 1 AN E fen e T wEw He Em




g 3

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY

QOF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL

MUMBA T

17 MAY 2026

Chartered flights
cost govt ¥62 crores

NT Correspondent
BENGALURU
[

The Karnataka povernment
has spent a staggering U622
crore on helicopter and
chartered aircraft services
over the past three years for
the travel of Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, the Gover-
nor and other top dignitar-
ies, according to official data
that has now come into the
public domain.

The figures show that be-
tween 2023 and 2026, the
state government availed
helicopter and special flight
services on 239 occasions
for official tours within Kar-
nataka and outside the state.

The expenditure has wit-
nessed a sharp Increase eve-
ry year. In 2023-24, the gov-
ernment reportedly spent
1223 crore for 48 trips.

The following wear, 85
trips were undertaken at o
cost exceeding 2111 crore.
During 2025-26, the number
of trips rose further ta 106,
resulting in expenditure of
around 12047 crore.

Officials said the flights
were mainly used for dis-
trict wvisits, administrative
reviews, emergency Lravel
and official engsgements
involving senfor constitu-
tional authorities.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maigh is understood to have
frequently used helicopter
services for travel to dis-
tricts  including Mysuru,
Belagavi, Hubballl, Ballari
and Mangaluru. Chartered
aircraft were also used for
visits to Delhi, Gea and oth-
er destinations outside Kar-
nataka. The services have
been provided by Bengalu-

ru-based aviation company
GMP Ailr Charters, which
specialises  in  helicopter
rentals, charter operations
and aviation loglstics.

Government sources sald
the arrangement falls under
the exemption provisions of
Section 4{(G) of the Karnaga-
ka Transparency Act. Under
this provision, the govern-
ment can directly procure
helicopter and chartered
afrerafl services for the of-
ficial travel of the Governor,
Chief Minister and Chiel
Justice without regular ten-
der formalities

The company. established
in 2017, has reportedly been
managing \-'E"IP aviation
services for Karnataka since
2023, Reporis suggesi that
between May 2023 and No-
vember 2025 alone, it facili-
tated around 181 helicopter
and chartered fight opera-
tions for the Chiel Minister
and other dignitaries.

The revelation is |i|-:1;'ly (7]
intensify political discussion
over povernment :xpl.‘:ndi-
ture, especially amid ongo-
ing debates on austerity and
responstble public spending
While officials defend the
use of alr serviees 45 neces-
sary for administrative con-
venience, time manzgement
and security considerations,
critics may question wheth-
er such high expenditure is
justified at & time when the
government continues o
face pressure over develop-
mental spending and wel-
fare commitments,

The issue is expected to
become a major talking
point in Karnatakas po-
litical circles in the coming
days
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Congcriticises VAT cuton
aviationfuel, demands
reliefon petroland diesel

UNITED NEWS OF INDLA
New Delhi, 17 May

The Delhi Congress on Sunday criticised the BJP-ed Delhi
govermment over its decision to reduee Value Added Tax (VAT
onAviation Turbine Fuel (ATE), alleging that the move benelits
aitlinesand alluent travelerswhile oflering ne relicl o commaon
cilizens struggling with high fuel prices,

Delhi Congress president Devender Yaday saidthe reduetion
in VAT on ATF [rom 25 per cent Lo 7 per cent oomis at a time
when petrol and diesel prices continue to impact household
budgets, ransport costs, and small businesses,

He alleged that the government had 'Ly,m:rud demands tor
rLduum.,"-. AT on petrol and diese ldmp iLe rising inflation.

Relerring to existing VAT rates in Delhi, Yaday said petrol
currently attracts 1940 per cent VAT while diesel is taved at
1675 per cent. He claimed that the Delhi government eams
thousands of crores annually through VAT collection on fuel,

The Congress leader alleged that the BIP government was
priortising taxreliel for the aviation sector instead ol providing
reliel o the middle class, daily commuters, transporters, and
Farmers, He also claimed that the redoction in ATF tax would
Largely benefit airines and higher-income travellers,

The Delhi Congressdemanded that the governme nl announce
a reduction in VAT on petrel and diesel o provide reliel o
consumers allected by rising living costs.
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