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Flight operators at city

airport stop availing

services of Turkish firm

In line with an order of the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security, airlines have

stopped using the services of Celebi and switched to other operators

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

K

ollowing an order
from the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Secur-
ity (BCAS), airlines operat-
ing out of the Chennai air-
port have stopped using
the services of Celebi, a
Turkish ground handling
service provider, from
Thursday, switching to oth-
er operators.

Immediately after the
order was issued, the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI) began facilitating the
switch to AIASL and Bird
Airport Services, a part of
the Bird Group.

Ground handling, a cru-
cial service in airport oper-
ations, involves everything
from baggage transfer and
flight maintenance to tow-
ing and passenger support.

In a circular, the BCAS
said, “In the exercise of

Volatile situation: Some of the staff of the Turkish firm were
absorbed into two other ground handling service providers. FILE PHOTO

power conferred on the Di-
rector General, BCAS, the
security clearance in r/o
Celebi Airport Services In-
dia Pvt. Ltd. is hereby re-
voked with immediate ef-
fect, in the interest of
national security.”

Negotiations held
Sources said the airlines at

the airport began negotia-
tions with other ground
handling service providers
after the order was issued.
Cathay Pacific and British
Airways had flights on
Thursday night.

Some of the staff em-
ployed by Celebi were im-
mediately absorbed by the
other firms.
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TESTING NEW TERRAIN

KK Choudhary

Airports Authority of India Beechcraft aircraft carrying out calibration work at the Navi Mumbai airport
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Mumbai airport, Taj Hotel
get bomb threat over

Afzal Guru’s han

AGENCIES
Mumbai, May 17

THE MUMBAI POLICE have
received athreat emall warn-
ingofbomb blastsat the Chha-
trapati Shivaji Mahamjloter
national Airport and the Taj
Mahal Palace Hotel, claiming
that the death sentence for the
Farliament attack mastermind
Afzal Guru was unjust. The
police cxammed the premises
of the twovital establis hments
and found nothing suspicious.

The email was received at
the alrport police station of
Mumbaiontheirof ficialemail
1D on Thursday morning.

The city is already on alert
after the India-Fakistan ten-
sion escalated in the recent
days, Security agencies con-
ducted mock drills in many
parts of the city. The Mumbai
police have also registered a
case against the user of the
sald email account and are
trying to trace the email's
digital footprints

Last week, the disastercon
trol room of the Maharashtm
Secretariat and the police had
also received an email threat of
a bomb B ast

The Taj Hotel was targeted
by the Pakistan- born Lashkar

i

ging

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport received an
ema i waming of bomb blasts, which turned to be a hoax

e-Taiba termonsts on November
15,2008, inwhich 16 7 people
wene killedand morethan 250
were injured. The popular five-
star hotel is one of the most
iconic hotels in the country
and has been on the terrorists”
top target list. The hotel has
round-the-clock external as
well az internal security cover.

Mumbal airport Is also a
sensitive spot that sees aheavy
nflux of domestic and nter
naticnal passengers daily.

The Mumbai police have
started an investigation to
trace the email sender

The email sender mentioned
“unjust hangmg of Afzal Gum

and Savakku Shankar® as the
reason for launching theattack
on the Taj Mahal Falace Hotel
andairpart.
Howvever the mention ofthe
exccutiono fSavakku Shankar,a
former lower division cledk in
the Directo@mte of Vigilance and
Anti-Corruption who gained
notoriety for ecposing cormup-
ton, is factually ncorrect,
Shankar, is a YouTuber and
socia activist whorecen thy filed
apubbicinterestlitigationbefore
the Madms High Court seeking
aCElprobe intothealleged (lBe-
galities in the implemen tation
of entreprencurship schemes
formanual scavengers.



Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL

MUMBAT

17 MAY 2025

Celebi exit: Indo Thai is interim airport handler

Dhairya Gajara
MUMBAL
——

Mumbais Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport [CSMILAY has
appointed Indo Thai Airport
Services as an interim ground
handling provider, a day after
terminating the agreement
with Turkish company Celebi
NAS Airport Services.
Apcording to CSMIAS oper-

ator Mumbai Internaticnal
Afrport Ltd (MIAL), Indo Thai
Airport Services, a certified
ground handler currently
operating at nine airports
across India, will work with
MIAL to provide the highest
level of service aimed at meet-
ing the existing service level
ag&enmnts (SLA) and condi-
tions.

CSMIA has also asked for
facilimtion of transfer of all

existing emplovees of Celebi
NAS at CSMIA to Indo Thai
Airport Services on their
existing terms and conditions
of employment, thus ensuring
no loss of employment and
continued service delivery to
airline partners. All ground
handling equipment cur-
rently owned by Celebi NAS
will be leased by Indo Thai
Airport Services to maintain
continuity.

MIAL will also initiate the
request for proposal process
for on-boarding a long-term
ground handling partner
within the next three days. It
expects to on-board a partner
in the next three months.

“MIAL has assured all air-
line partners that ground
handling operations  will
remain unaffected, and oper-
ations at CSMIA will continue
seamlessly and without any

disruption. MIAL remains
committed to maintaining
the highest standards of ser-
vice for passengers and air-
lines, protecting emplovee
welfare, and serving the
national interest,” said a spo-
kesperson of Mumbai air-
port.

The Bureau of Civil
Aviation on Thursday revoled
the security clearance of
Celebi, citing national security

interest Various airport oper-
ators  also followed and
announced breaking ties with
the firm. GMR Airports Ltd
terminated the ground hand-
ling concession agreements
with Celebi at Indira Gandhi
International ~ Airpert  in
Delhi, and Adani terminated
the agreement with the firm
at CSMIA and Ahmedabads
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport
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Airport levies hiked UDF

Mumbai: The revised user
development fee (UDF) for
passengers flying from the
Mumbai airport came into
effect on Friday The hiked
fee, included in the ticket
cost, will make flying cost
lier. Under the revised tariff,

domestic outbound passen-
gerswill have to pay Rsl75 as
UDF, while international
outbound flvers will be
charged RsBl5. Arriving
domestic and international
passengers will pay Rs75
and Rs260, respectively:

17 MAY 2025
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Mohol inaugurates
new ATC Tower at
Kolha ur Airport

\\\\WWM

Stafl Reporter

KOLHAPUR
—_—

Unlon Minister of State for
Ciwvll  Avistlon Murlidhar
Mohol on Thursday inpugur-
aied the new Air Traffic
Control (ATC) Tower at
Kolhapur Airport, along with
a Technical Block and Fire
Statlon. He also Qagged off the
Imaugural Star Alr llght con-
mecting Kol hapur and
Nagpur:

Sharing the update on X
(formerly Twitter), Mohol said
that the new high-tech ATC
lower 1s o signlficant mlle-
stone in improving the infm-
strusctinie for air tmffic man-
agement at Kolhapur Alrport,
“The ATC is a vital part of air
raffic operatlons, and a tech-
nologically advanced building
las now been set up for this
purpose, This upgrade will
boost the airport’s capabilities
and benefit the people of
Kolhapur,” he wrote.

He added that the newly
Inaugurated facilities alm o
Improve air safety, enhance
emergency response sysems
and strengthen regional air
connectivity within
Maharashira,

Mohol also expressed his
gratitede for the warm wel-
come he received and reaf

It aims to improve
air safety, enhance
emergency
response and
strengthen regional
air connectivity

firmed the govermments
ocomimitment o |_1|m':d|ng
modem and inclusive svistion
infrastructure w all regions

“Under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership,
the Ministry of Civll Avaton
ls making steady progress in
devdoping alrports across the
country and upgrading oy
Infrastructure at existing air-
ports” he said

The event was atiended by
Kolhapur Guardian Minister
Pralash Abitkar, Kolhapu
MP Shahu Muharaj
Chharmpat, Rajya Sabha MP
Dhananjay Mahadik,
Hatkanangale MP Dhairyashil
Mane, Eolhapur South MLA
Amal Maohasdik, Ichallaranjl
MLA Rahul Awade,
Hatkanangle MLA Ashokmo
Mane, Airport Authority
member M Suresh, District
Collector Amol Dighe, In-
Charge SP Nikesh Khatmode-
Patll and Alrport Director
Anil Shinde, among others
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Runway glitch leads to rare
flight between Goa airports

PASSENGER DESCRIBES THE UNDER 15-MINUTE MOPA-
DABOLIM FLIGHT AS ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME EXPERIENCE

VIKRAM NAYAK
THE GODAN IVASCD

A rare and unexpected ex-
perience unfolded for scores
of passengers on Thursday
night, when a sudden techni-
cal glitch shut down the run-
way lights at Goa's Dabolim
Airpon, forcing multiple fight
diversions — and in an unu-
sual twist — leading 1o & brief
but historic inter-airport Qight
within the State.

Among the four Qights that
were diverted due to the run-
way blackout at Goa Interna-
tional Airport, three returned

from the Manohar Intema-
ional Airport in Mopa 1o [a-
bolim after the echnical snag
was resolved. This gave pas-
sengers the once-in-a-lifetime
experence of fying between
the two airports of Goa, a jour-
ney that lasted less than 15
minules,

Airport  authorities con-
firmed the rare occurrence,

Speaking to The Goan,
Goa Adrport Director George
Varghese said, "The runway
experenced a sudden glitch
and there was an issue with
the runway lights. This led to
the diversion of four flights —

three of which were divered
to Mopa Airport and one to
Mumbai. However, once the
issue was resolved, all flighs
returned to Dabolim Airport
with the passengers.”

One af the flights that made
this return trip was an Indi-
Go flight from Delhi w Goa,
Among the passengers was
Jayant Jadhav, who was flying
along with his family to Goa.

Jadhav described the expe-
dence as surreal and unfor-
gettable,

We were on the IndiGo
flight from Delhi, which we
boarded at around 6 pm.
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B'luru airport partners with KPMG
to develop innovative Al platform

NT Correspondent

BENGALURU

Bangalore International Air-
port Limited, the operator of
Kempegowda International
Airport, Bengaluru, has en-
gaged with KPMG in Indiato
harness the transformative
capabilities of Generative
Al (GenAl), officials said on
Thuarsday.

This partnership aims to
redefine airport operations,
enhance efficiency, and es-
tablish new global bench-
marks in aviation bv lev-
eraging pioneering GenAl

maodels within a flexible and
adaptable architecture, they
said.

"The partnership aims to

deliver a cutting-edge GenAl
platform, specifically tai-
lored to BIALs operational
ecosvstern.  This  platform
may be a paradigm shift
within the aviation indus-
trv, offering transformative

capabilities that are ex-
pected to redefine airport
operations  while signifi-

cantly enhancing customer
experience,” BIAL said, in a
statement.

According to BIAL state-
ment, By processing and an-
alvsing vast datasets in real
time, powered by a highly

flexible and efficient tech-
nology stack, the platform
aims at enabling smarter
decision-making that gener-
ates predictive insights that
could aid in the delivery
of adaptive solutions that
evolve with operational de-
mands.

Its ability to recognise
patterns and  forecast
trends could empower
airports to proactively an-
ticipate and mitigate dis-
ruptions, helping ensure
smoother operations and
greater resilience.
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Adani Airport Holdings made the decision after the government
revoked the security clearance of Celebi.

REUTERS

Adani Airport cuts
ties with Celebi

Press Trust of India

feedback@ivemint.com

MUMBAI: Adani Airport Hold-
ings on Thursday had said that
it has terminated the ground
handling concession agree-
ments with Turkey-based firm
Celebi for both the Mumbai and
Ahmedabad airports.

It also added that Celebi has
been directed to immediately
hand over to the company, all
off the ground handling facili-
ties to ensure uninterrupted
operations.

This decision to terminate
these concession agreements
was taken after the Union gov-
ernment revoked the security
clearance of the Turkish avia-
tion firm.

It also highlighted that Adani
Airport Holding owns and oper-
ates the Mumbai and Ahmeda-
bad airports, as well as the
Mangalore, Guwahati, Jaipur,
Lucknow and Thiruvanantha-
puram airports.

“Following the government
of India’s decision to revoke Cel-
ebi's security clearance, we
have terminated the ground
handling concession agree-
ments with Celebi at Mumbai's
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

International Airport (CSMIA)
and Ahmedabad’s Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
Airport (SVPIA),” the company
had said.

“Accordingly, Celebi has been
directed to immediately hand
over to us all ground handling
facilities to ensure uninter-
rupted operations,” a spokes-
person for Adani Airport Hold-
ings said in the company’s offi-
cial statement.

The company also added that
it will continue to provide seam-
less service to all airlines with-
out disruptions.

This is through the new
ground handling agencies
selected by it

Apart from all of this, Adani
Airport Holdings also men-
tioned that “all existing employ-
ees of Celebi at CSMIA and
SVPIA will be transferred to the
new ground handling agencies
on their existing terms and con-
ditions of employment.”

“Ground handling operations
at our airports will remain
unaffected. We are fully com-
mitted to upholding the highest
standards of service and
national interest,” the Adani
Airport Holdings spokesperson
added.

17 MAY 2025
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Adani ends pact with Celebi at
Mumbai, Ahmedabad airports

The Hindu Bureau
MUMEBAI/NEW DELHI

Adani Airport Holdings
Ltd. said it has terminated
the ground handling con-

cession agreement with
Turkish firm Celebi at
Mumbai and Ahmedabad
airports with immediate ef-
fect and has asked it to
handover all ground han-
dling facilities for seamless
service at these airports.
“Following the govern-
ment of India’s decision to
revoke Celebi’s security

clearance, we have termi-
nated the ground handling
concession  agreements
with Celebi at Mumbai’s
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj International Airport
and Ahmedabad’s Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional Airport,” a spokes-
person said on behalf of
the Mumbai and Ahmeda-
bad airports.

Interim arrangement
Meanwhile, Mumbai air-

port has appointed Indo
Thai Airport Services as

the interim ground han-
dling provider for three
months. “Indo Thai Air-
port Services will work
with Mumbai International
Airport Limited (MIAL) to
provide the highest level of
service aimed at meeting
the existing Service Level
Agreements (SLA) and con-
ditions,” a spokesperson
for the airport said in a
statement. A tender pro-
cess would also be initiated
in three days for onboard-
ing a long-term ground
handling partner.
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Adani Airport Holdings
Ltd. said it has terminated
the ground handling con-

cession agreement with
Turkish firm Celebi at
Mumbai and Ahmedabad
airports with immediate ef-
fect and has asked it to
handover all ground han-
dling facilities for seamless
service at these airports.
“Following the govern-
ment of India’s decision to
revoke Celebi’s security

clearance, we have termi-
nated the ground handling
concession  agreements
with Celebi at Mumbai’s
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj International Airport
and Ahmedabad’s Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional Airport,” a spokes-
person said on behalf of
the Mumbai and Ahmeda-
bad airports.

Interim arrangement

Meanwhile, Mumbai air-
port has appointed Indo
Thai Airport Services as

the interim ground han-
dling provider for three
months. “Indo Thai Air-
port Services will work
with Mumbai International
Airport Limited (MIAL) to
provide the highest level of
service aimed at meeting
the existing Service Level
Agreements (SLA) and con-
ditions,” a spokesperson
for the airport said in a
statement. A tender pro-
cess would also be initiated
in three days for onboard-
ing a long-term ground
handling partner.
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Credit card
theft: Police
arrest Chinese
national at

IGI Airport

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 17

ACHINESE national was arrested
at Delhi's IGI Airport last
Wednesdayfor allegedly stealing
debit and credit cards from pas-
sengers during an international
flight, police said. Threeof hisas-
sociates, also Chinese nationals,
were detained, police added.

Theaccused was identified as
Benlai Pan(30), police said.

The arrestcameafter the po-
lice received a tip-off from the
security and vigilance team of
AirIndia following suspicious ac-
tivity reported on board flight,
Al-315, from Hong Kong to New
Delhi.

Officers said passenger
Prabhat Verma, seated at 12C,
was alerted by the cabin crew to
unusual movement around his
overhead baggzage, following
which he discovered that his
Bank of Americacredit card was
missing It was later found under
seat 14C, occupied by Benlai Pan,
whowasoriginally assigned seat
23C, officers said.

Another passenger, Prashi,
seated at 14A, reported that her
mother's HDFC debit card was
missing.

A third passenger, Nafeez
Fatima, provided a video captur-
ing Benlai Fan allegedly opening
cabin baggage and inspecting
personal belongings, policesaid.

*During questioning, Benlai
Panadmitted that he and his ac-
complices were part of a coordi-
nated syndicate operating onin-
ternational transit flights. Their
tactics included booking transit
flights with longer durations to
maximise access Lo unsuper-
vised cabin luggage,” said Usha
Rangnani, Additional Commi-
ssioner of Police, IGI Airport.

“They would target sleep-
ing passengers, open their
bags, and extract high-value
items and cards. They would
thendiscard the cards after at-
tempting misuse. The group
deliberately used flights be-
tween high-traffic interna-
tional routes, exploiting long-
duration flights and cabin
fatigue,” Rangnani added.

The police have sofar recov-
ered a Bank of America credit
card found at seat 14C, along
with several bags, wallets, and
electronic items.

While Benlai Pan has been
arrested, an inquiry continues
against his three companions,
police said.

$Thelndiank &
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Mumbai airport ropes in Indo Thai Airport
Services for ground handling works

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Mumbai

umbai airport on Friday said
i\ ,c‘l Indo Thai Airport Services will
be carrying out the ground han-

dling works at the airport for three
months. The announcement comes a day

after Adani Airport Holdings Ltd termi-
nated the concession agreements with
Celebi NAS for Mumbai and Ahmedabad
airports after the Union government
revoked the security clearance of the
Turkish firm Celebi on national security
grounds. Indo Thai Airport Services has

been appointed as the interim ground
handling provider at the airport for the
next three months with immediate effect,
Mumbai International Airport Ltd
(MIAL) said in a statement, adding that
a joint meeting was held with airlines to
ensure a smooth and stable transition.
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Mumbaiairportandiconic Taj Hotel receive

bomb threats; Afzal Guru mentioned in email

Viurmbai's Chhatrapati Shivaji
Vaharaj Inte mational Airport
ind the iconic Taj Mahal
Hotel, a key site of the 26/11
error atiac ks, received fresh
homb threats on Saturday,
sparking heightened security
measures across the city,
The threat, issued via
=mail to the Mumbai Airport
Police, referenced the oxe-
~utionof terrorist Alzal Guru
ind warned of imminent
vmbings at both high -profile
jocations,
Accordingtoofficials, the
il clatmied that the bomb -
ng would be carried out in
retaliation forwhat itcalled

the "injustice” of Guru's
hanging, and also mentioned
SShankar, another executed
convict. The police have
launched a full-scale inves-
tigation, and security has
been intensified at the airport
and the hotel. Bomb detection
and disposal squads have
been deployed, and search
operations are und eTWay

This is not the first time
Mumbai Airport has been
targeted by such threats.
However, the reference (o
Afzal Guruand the TajMahal
Palece Hotelwhich hod come
under siege during the 26/11
terror attacks has mised par-
[ § |.L"LI] ar concreorn am UIIH
authorites,

The email's contents have

brought back haunting mem -
ories of the 2008 temor siege,
when armed militants tar-
geted several landmarks,
including the Taj hotels.
On 9 Mav, a bomb threat
wiis sent to Tate Memorial
Hospital in Mum bai, causing
o security alarm. The threat,
received viaemail ataround
9 a.m, claimed that a bomb
had been planted on the
hospital premises. The email
also instructed that patients
should be evacuated imme
diately, However, later it
turned out to be a hoax,
Afzal Guru, a resident of
Jammu and Kashmir, was
convicted forhis role in the
13December 2001 atackon
the Indian Padiament., He

was accused of aiding the
temorists by providing logis-
tical support and was exe-
cuted in 2013, His hanping
has beenasubject of political
and public debate, with opin-
jons divided over the falmess
of his trial and execution.

Whie Mumbai Palice have
received severalsuch threats
in the past — many of which
turned ouwt o be hoaxes
authorities are treating this
incident with utmost senious-
nes becuse of theimponanos
of the twn places targeted,

Investigations are ongoing,
and the source of the email
is being traced. As of now,
no explosives have been
found. Further updates are
awaited,
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Adani Airport Holdings Ltd axes ties with
Turkish firm Celebi and Chinese DragonPass

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

MUMBAI 16 MAY

Adani Airport Holdings Ltd
(AAHL) has terminated its
association Turkish airport
ground handling company
Celebi Airport Services India
Pvt Ltd as well as Chinese
company DragonPass, it has
been officially announced.

Chinese company Drag-
onPass, provides access to
airport lounges and Drag-
onPass users were allowed
to access the lounges at all
the airports operated by
AAHL, until recently.

However, these lounges
will be inaccessible for Drag-
onPass users henceforth,
according to the AAHL state-
ment.

“DragonPass customers
will no longer have access
to lounges at Adani-managed
airports. This change will
have noimpact on the airport

lounge and travel experience
for other customers,” an
AAHL spokesperson stated.
After Turkey expressed
solidarity with Pakistan when
India launched Operation
Sindoor in response to a
terror in Kashmir’s Pahalgam,
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) under the
Union Civil Aviation Ministry
revoked the security clearance
of the Turkish ground han-
dling services company Celebi
Airport Services India Pvt
Ltd on Thursday, citing
national security interest.
After the Union Civil Avi-
ation Ministry’s action, other
airport operators have
announced breaking ties
with Turkish company Celebi.
GMR Airports Ltd. terminated
its ground handling conces-
sion agreements with Celebi
at Indira Gandhi International
Airportin Delhi, while AAHL
terminated its agreement

with the Turkish company
at Mumbai's Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) and Ahmed-
abad's Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Airport
(SVPIA).

“Celebihas beendirected
to immediately hand over
to us all ground handling
facilities to ensure uninter-
rupted operations. We will
continue to provide seamless
service to all airlines without
disruptions through new
ground handling agencies
selected by us. All existing
employees of Celebi at CSMIA
and SVPIA will be transferred
to the new ground handling
agencies on their existing
terms and conditions of
employment,” an AAHL
spokesperson said.

However, Celebi Airport
Services India Pvt Ltd refuted
allegations regarding its own-
ership as well as operations

in India, in an official state-
ment. The Turkish company
also refuted the claim that
Turkish PM Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s daughter Sumeyye
is a part owner of the com-
pany. It said that nobody
named Siimeyye owned any
shareholding in the parent
organisation, adding that
members of the founding
family have no political affil-
iations of any kind.

Celebi's official statement
claimed that it is majority-
owned (65 per cent) by inter-
national institutional
investors from across Cana-
da, US, UK, Singapore, UAE
and Western Europe. It
claimed that a Jersey-reg-
istered fund Actera Partners
I L.P. holds 50 per cent
ownership in Celebi Havacilik
Holding.

While Celebi claimed that
itis not a Turkish organisation
by any standard, it also

stated that the company
was originally established
in 1958 in Turkey and the
founding Celebioglu family,
which holds 35 per cent
stakes in the company, are
of Turkish origin. It claimed
that Celebi's business in
Indiais an Indian enterprise,
led and managed completely
by Indian professionals.
“In India, Celebi has
proudly operated for over
15 years and is a key player
in the private ground han-
dling sector. We directly
employ over 10,000 Indians,
supporting the livelihood
of thousands of families,
and have contributed more
than USD 220 million in
long-term infrastructure
investments, We operate at
nine of India’s busiest air-
ports and are an essential
part of the nation’s aviation
ecosystem,” Celebi's official
statement mentioned.
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Fears persist, flier count down 20%

SANJAY MANDAL

Caleutta: Tensions between India and
Pakistan have scaled down, but air
travel has not picked up even a week
after the neighbours anmownced an
understanding to hold fire, officials at
the Calcutta airport and aifines said
on Friday.

Airlines and tour operators said
passengers were still apprehensive
about air travel, and the numbers
reflected that.

The airport had 24,947 passengers
taking off and 25,404 arriving in the
city on May 15, Thursday. On May 8, the
Caleutta airport had 25,037 fliers leav-
ing and 26,412 artiving, said officials.

Before the cross-border tension
escalated between the two countries,
the Calcutta airport would handle
more than 30,000 departures and the
same number of arrivals every day, on

. The summeyx holiday is one of

the neak travel seasons of the vear. Rut

The deserted road leading to the
Srinagar airport on May 10.(PTI)

now, the rush is missing at the airport,
said officials.

Till Friday, flights from Calcutta
to Srinagar, Chandigarh and Hindon
continued to remain cancelled, said an
airportofficial.

“Although all 32 airports in the
north and western part of the country,
which were elnsed. have rennened. air

travel has not picked up. The passenger
count is still 15 to 20 per cent less com-
pared to normal times,” said an official
of an airline.

Airfares in several domestic sectors
continued to be low becanse demand
has not picked up, said towr operators.

A one-way ticket from Calcutta to
Delhi for Saturday was around 36,000
on Friday afternoon. Usually, it is over
#8,000. For Mumbai, too, the fare was
around ¥6,000, much less compared to
the usnal.

“People are still apprehensive to
travel to tourist destinations, particu-
larly those near the border,” said Anil
Punjabi, national committee member
of Travel Agents Federation of India,
representing the eastern region. “This
summer, leisure travel has taken a hit.”

There are some last-minute book-
ings for international destinations,
Punjabi said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE S
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Flier count
down 20%

B FROM PAGE 7

Domestic lelsure travel, par-
ticularty bo Fashimir, has hoan
severedy hit

“Thal seven groups booked
for Eashmir this swmmer, A1
of ihom have beem cancallon.
Two growps are gulng to Lah
ani Ladakh, it 5 per cent of
ik Mo have canoallod,”
sald Raktlm Hoy, munaging
partner of Dolphin Travels,

Many have deferred
non-essential ravel plans
becnuse of the helghtenad se-
clrlty at alrporss, sald tour
OErAlE.

At airports, scanning is
now belng done at ladder
o bofome Boarming a Mght,
apari from &t the security
check counters. Lugenge sean-
TiNg Nas bean miensifed, and
AITpoTE-bound vohicles are
being checked.

“The helghtanad security
continnaes,” sald an offictal at
e CRlcuia atrpomt

In the International secor,
with the Pakistan alrspace
elnead, TRany fMghts boumi for
Enrope, the UK and the TS are
taking diverted routes, whikch
15 taking more Hima.

Sources in Alr India said
the alrline's flghts to these
places were thiking about one-
and-a-half hours extra be-
cause of the devintion route

Many fllghts are making
sinpoveTs at cities for refue)
ling becansa of the addidonal
fl¥ing.

Two Afr Indla flights tn San
Franeisen recenily made iech
nical stops at the Calcuttn air-
portfor refailing sources s,
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Celebi moves
Delhi HC after
airport ops ban

Times News NETWoORK

lebi Airport Services

India, which handled
ground handling operations
at various airports in India,
including in the national ca-
pital, approached the Delhi
high court on Friday chal-
lenging the decision of avia-
tion watchdog BCAS to revo-
ke its security clearance in
the “interest of national se-
curity".

The plea questions the
move to act against the firm
on “vague” national security
concerns, adecisiontaken by
govtdays after Turkive back-
ed Pakistan and condemned
India's strikes on terror
camps In the neighbouring
country. It is likely to be ta-
kenupforhearing next week.

Celebi, operating in the
Indian aviation sector for
over 15 years and employing
aver 10,000 people, offers its
servicesatnine airports. P8

r l"urkisimrigln firm Ce-
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Celebi moves Del HC
against revocation
of security clearance

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Turkish-origin
firm Celebi Airport Services
India, which handled ground
handling operations at various
airports in India, including in
the capital, approached the
Delhi HC on Friday challeng-
ing the decision of aviation
watchdog BCAS to revoke its
security clearance in the “in-
terest of national security™.

The plea questions the
move to act against the firm on
“vague” national security con-
cerns, a decision taken by govt
days after Tiirkive backed Pa-
kistan and condemned India's
sirikes on terror camps in the
neighbouring country It is
likely to be taken up for hear-
ing next week.

Celebi, operating in the In-
dian aviation sector for over 15
years and employing over
10,000 people, offers its services
atnine airports.

According to sources, it ar-
gued that the Indian govi’s de-
cision to revoke its security
clearance, which provides air-
port ground handling services
across India, will jeopardise
thousands of jobs and threaten
investor confidence. Celebi
maintains that its operations
in India are independent and
professionally governed, dis-
tancing itself from any politi-
cal affiliations,

It is likely to seek an urgent
stay, arguing that mere rheto-
ricof national security can't be
a ground to take such action as
govi's move fails to reveal

The plea questions the move to
act against the firm on “vague"
national security concerns, a
decision taken by govt days after
Turkiye backed Pakistan

grounds or reasons why such
an action is called for and gives
nojustification.

Following the revocation of
Celebi NAS Airport Services'
security clearance, Union civil
aviation minister Ram Mohan
Naidu assured that efforts are
underway to retain employees,
A press release from the civil
aviation ministry stated that
BCAS revoked Celebi's securi-
ty clearance on grounds relat-
ed to national security Govt
reaffirmed its commitment to
national security, passenger
convenience, and uninterrupt-
ed cargo operations while ma-
naging the fallout from the de-
cision.

The firm handles around
58,000 flights and 540,000
tonnes of cargo annually in In-
dia, according to its website. It
is present at Mumbai, Delhi,
Cochin, Kannur, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Goa, Ahmedabad,
and Chennai airports.
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Mumbai airport gets interim ground handler
after Turkey-headquartered company’s exit

Times News NeTwork

Mumbai: Within 24 hours of
Celebi's exit from the ground
handling scene, the Mumbai
airport operator appointed
an interim service provider
to ensure airlines and passe-
ngers are not affected. Celeb-
i's ground handling equip-
ment will be leased by this
company, and its employees
will be transferred to this in-
terim service provider to en-
sure continuity of service,
said Mumbai International
Ajrport Ltd (MTAL) Friday.
On Thursday, the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS), citing national secu-
rity concerns, revoked the
security clearance granted
to Celebi Airport Services, a

"* . L B '5'.

TumRKISH BAKLAVA
COMFECTIONERY ©

“HURREM's

;h'_.'

BJP workers protest outsid a Turkish confectionery on Frida »Report,

ground handling company
headquartered in Turkey
The action came following
Turkey's support of Pakist-
an in recent hostilities. The
order, enforced with immedi-
ate effect, would have meant
airlines that had given grou-

nd handling contracts to Ce-
lebi would be hit with flight
delays. Ground handling co-
mpanies carry out security-
sensitive jobs such as loadi-
ng/unloading of bags, cargo,
cleaning aircraft, fuelling
and check-in. The govt anno-

unced arrangements have
been made at affected airpor-
ts to ensure seamless hand-
lingof passengersand cargo.

Following the Celebi ord-
er, Mumbai airport operator
said it held a meeting with af-
fected airlines. “Indo Thai
Airport Services—a certifi-
ed ground handler currently
operatingatnineairportsac-
rossIndia—hasbeenappoin-
ted as the interim ground ha-
ndling provider at the Mum-
bai airport for the next three
maonths, effective immediat-
ely. Indo Thai AirportServie-
es will work with Mumbai In-
ternational Airport Ltd to
provide the highest level of
service aimed at meeting the
existing Service Level Agre-
ements and conditions,” said

an MIAL spokesperson.
“The operator will facilit-
ate transfer of all existing
employees of Celebi NAS at
Mumbaiairport toIndo Thai
Airport Services on their ex-
isting terms and conditions
of employment, thus ensuri-
ng no loss of employment
and continued service deliv-
erytoairlinepartners. Allgr-
ound handling equipment
owned by Celebi NAS will be
leased by Indo Thai Airport
Services in order to mainta-
in continuity of service...
Within next three davs, MI-
AL will initiate the Request
for Proposal process for on-
boarding along-term ground
handling partner. This part-
ner will be onboarded in next
three months,” MIAL said.
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‘Air India lobbies government to axe
IndiGo lease with Turkish carrier’

The budget airline’s long haul flights ‘

hinges on the code share deal

v

NEW DELHI, REUTERS

ir India has lobbied gov-

ernment officials to halt

rival IndiGo's leasing
tie-up with Turkish Airlines,
citing business impact as well
assecurityconcerns sparked by
Istanbul’ssupport for Pakistan,
according to asource anda doc-
ument seen by Reuters.

Amid growing public anger
inIndia against Turkey’s stance
on Pakistan in the India-Paki-
stan conflict, Indians have been
cancelling holidays. The Indi-
an government on Thursday
revoked security clearance of
Turkish ground handling ser-
vice firm, Celebi, citing national

SECUrity.

Since 2023, IndiGohashada
leasing arrangement withstate-
backed Turkish Airlines, which
has provided two planes with
pilots and some erew to IndiGo
to operate on New Delhi- and
Mumbai-to-lstanbul routes.

Air India has asked India’s
civil aviation ministry to disal-
low repeated extensions of the
leasing deal, which must be re-
newed every six months, argu-
ing it is benefiting Turkey and
hurting India’s aviation sector,
according to the source and a
document Air India submitted
to some Indian government
departments, seen by Reuters.

Theaircraftleasingarrange-

ment had led to “a substantial
increase in seat capacity” to
Turkey, boosting that country’s
tourism as well, the document
said.

Air India and Turkish Air-
lines, as well as India's aviation
ministry, did notrespond to Re-
utersqueries.

In a statement, IndiGo said
its partnership with Turkish
Airlines, which also include a
codesharedeal, “provides mul-
tiple benefits to Indian travel-
lers”, boosts aviation growth
and jobs, and also “enabled
IndiGo to build its presence in

the long-haul markets in Eu-
rope and the USA."

Indian aviation policies say
the government can approve
such leasing deals for six
months in cases of “emergent”
or “unforeseen” circumstances,
but they can be extended.

Thelastextension for IndiGo
for such leasesis valid until May
31, and the carrier has already
applied for an extension, said
another source with direct
knowledge.

IndiGo, like Air India and
other global airlines, has faced
delivery delays due to supply

chain disruptions affecting
planemakers Boeing and Air-
bus.

Indo-Pak tensions

Air India has in recent weeks
also invoked national securi-
ty concerns in its discussions
with government officials, af-
ter India's strikes in Pakistan
following a militant artack in
Kashmir saw Turkey publicly
supporting Islamabad’s “calm
and restrained policies” in the
crisis, the source added.

Separately, IndiGo’s code-
share partnership with Turk-
ish Airlines, in place since
2018, allows it to offer many
international destinations to
its customers.

Tata Group-owned Air India
has told government officials
that the carrier, as well as India’s
aviation sector, loses business
due o IndiGo’s longer-haul
flights to the United States and
Europe, as Turkey stands to
gain more, the source added.
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ReNew setting up Rs 22,000-cr solar

and wind energ

It will also have
a battery energy
storage system

v

SNV SUDHIR
HYDERABAD, DHNS

P J:!sdaq—li_-:ted & Gurga-
on-based ReNew Ener-
gy Global plc, issetting

up what is being touted as

one of India’s largest hybrid
renewable energy projects in

Andhra Pradesh’s Anantapur

district with an investment of

Rs 22,000 crore. The ground

breaking ceremony for this

was held on Friday at Betha-
palliin Guntakal constituency.

The complex is slated to
have a generating capacity of

around 2.8 GW, including 1.8

GWopsolarand 1 GW wind, be-

sides a battery energy storage

system (BESS) of 2GWh.
In the project’s first phase,

i

y complex in AP

AP’s IT minister, Nara Lokesh with ReNew Chairman Sumant
Sinha at the foundation stone laying event.

ReNew will set up 587 MWp
solarand 250 MW wind ener-
gy capacity, along with a 415
MWh BESS, for which PPAs
have already been signed.
The rest of the capacity will
be developed in subsequent
phases. With a large BESS to
beinstalled, the project will be
able tosupply power for up to
4 peak hours every day which
will help with peak demand
management and enable re-
newable energy to be more

firm and dispatchable.
Alignedwith the Makein In-
dia mission, the project will be
made up of 100% made-in-In-
diasolar panelssupplied from
ReNew'ssolar manufacturing
unitsin Jaipur, Rajasthan, and
Dholera, Gujarat. Addition-
ally, it will use state-of-the-
art solar tracking systems to
maximise the generation, and
waterless robotic cleaning for
solar panels that will enable
considerablesavings of water.
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Indigo sticking to pact
with Turkish Airlines

Dhairya Gajara

MUMEA]

Whilemultiple companies are
calling off their business ties
with Turkish companies and
particulady Turkish Airlines,
IndiGo continues their code-
share partnership with Tur-
key's flag carrier, In a detailed
reply to The Free Press Jour-
nal, the Indian airline de-
fended its partnership calling
it beneficial for Indians.
Pressure has been built on
IndiGo, India’ largest airline
according to market share, to
end its codeshare partnership
with Turkish Airlines, whichis
the Aag carrier of Turkey. On
May 8, the Shiv Sena also

CELEBI

DELHIH

Turkish firm Celebi
Aviation has moved the
DelhiHigh Court after
India revoked its secur-
ity clearance citingna-
tional security
concerns.. Its shares
plungednearly 20% in
two days, with the firm
warning of job losses
and investor flight.

urged IndiGo to end its code-
share partnership with Tur-
lish Airlines.

} Contdon | Nation

Indigo sticking to...

In n codeshare partnership, one carrier markets
and the other operates as a result of an agree-
ment berween two carriers 1o sell seats on each
other’s flights to offer customers o large variety
of destinations to choose. Under this arrunge-
ment, a flight tidket booked on the RAight
number of the carrier could well be operated by
another airline.

IndiGo tald The Free Press Journal that inter-
mational travel has become more accessible and
affordable through the codeshare agreement. It
sald the engolng alr traffic between India and
Turkey needs to be viewed in the context of the
ir services mgreement (ASA) between the two
countries and the overall construct of imema-
tional air services to and from India. The ASA
between India and Turkey ASA allows carriers
of Turkey and India to operate a total of 58
fMlights per week between India and Turkey. This
includes 14 Mights from India 1o Turkey and 14
flights from Turkey to India each by Indian car-
riers and the same number by airlines of
Turkey

It currently operates direet flights to Isanbul
via leased 500+ semer alreraft and offerss code-
share seats 1o travelérs to more than 40 points

In Europe and USA supported by its domestic
petwork, “The arrangement provides benefits to
Indian tmvellers and the country’s economy
The additional capacity has emabled availability
of seats for Indian passengers at reasonable air-
fares” IndiGo said, adding that it Facl| tates trade
worth billions of USD between the two coun-
irled

IndiGo suid that prior to the commencemen
of IndiGo’s operations to Turkey. Turkish
Airlines was the sole carrier on this route, deriv-
ing the entire benefits of direct alr connectivity
between India and Turkey. It added that the
codeshare has enabled It to bulld its presence (n
the long-haul markets In Burope and the USA,
allowing the airline to lay o foundation for self
sufficient long-haul foray with the 40 A321XLR
and 30 A350 aireraft ordered by the airline

“This arrangement not only enhances the
connectivity of Indlan hubs llke Delhl and
Mumbal, but the additional revenue has also led
o incremed fax contributions to the Indian
exchequer, supporting economic growth
Continuous reinvestment of its resources in
expanding its international routes, IndiGo is
fuelling the aviation sector’s development and
creating jobs both direct and indirect across
our nation This expansion Is a win-win for cus
wmers sirlines, and the broader Indlin econr
amy,” sald IndiGao,
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AIR INDIA LOBBIES
GOVT TO HALT
INDIGO-TURKISH
AIRLINES TIE-UP

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Air India has lob-
bied Indian officials to halt rival
IndiGa’s, opens new tab leasing
tie-up with Turkish Airlines,
opens new tab, citing business
impact as well as security con-
cerns sparked by Istanbul's sup-
port for Pakistan, accordingtoa
source and a document seen by
Reuters.

Amid growing public anger in
India against Turkey’s stance on
Pakistan in the India-Pakistan
conflict, Indians have been can-
celling holidays. The Indian gov-
ernment on Thursday revoked
security clearance of Turkish
ground handling service firm,
Celebi, citing national security.

Since 2023, IndiGo has had a
leasing arrangement with state-
backed Turkish Airlines, which
has provided two planes with
pilots and some crew to IndiGo
to operate on New Dethi- and
Mumbai-to-Istanbul routes.

Air India has asked India's
Civil Aviation ministry to disal-
low repeated extensions of the
leasing deal, which must be
renewed every six months, argu-
ing it is benefiting Turkey and
hurting India’s aviation sector,
according to the source and a
document Air India submitted to
sorme Indian government depart-
ments, seen by Reuters.

The aircraft leasing arrange-
ment had led to "a substantial
increase in seat capacity” to Tur-
key, boosting that country’s tour-
ism as well, the document said.

In astatement, IndiGo said its
partnership with Turkish Air-
lines, which also include a cade-
share deal, “provides multiple
benefits to Indian travellers”,
boosts aviation growth and jobs,
and also “enabled IndiGo to
build its presence in the long-
haul markets in Europe and the
UsA”
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Air India lobbies govt.
to axe IndiGo lease
with Turkish carrier’

Reuters
NEW DELHI

Air India has lobbied In-
dian officials to halt rival
IndiGo’s leasing tie-up with
Turkish Airlines, citing bu-
siness impact as well as se-
curity concerns sparked by
Istanbul’s support for Pa-
kistan, according to a
source and a document re-
viewed by Reuters.

Amid growing public an-
ger in India against Tur-

key’s stance on Pakistan in
the India-Pakistan conflict,
Indians have been cancell-
ing holidays.

The Centre on Thursday
revoked security clearance
of Turkish ground han-
dling service firm, Celebi,
citing national security.

Celebi, however, has
moved the Delhi High
Court to set aside the deci-
sion, arguing it was issued
without any warning to the
company.
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Chinese national held
for theft on flight from

Hong Kong to Delhi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Wew Dei

AS0-vear-old Chinese national
has been arrested for allegedly
stealing credit and debit cards
from fEellow passengers during
aflight from Hong Kong to New
Delhi. police said on Saturday.

The accused, identified as
BenlaiPan, is suspected to bea
member of an international
mng Invalved In organized in-
flight thefis targeting sleeping
passengers on long -haul inter
national flights. Throe of
Pan's associates—Meng
Guangyang (51), Chang
Mang (42), and Liu Jie
{45)—have also been
detained. On May 14,
the Alr India security
and vigilanes team at Ter-
minal-3 informed the police
aboi thedeteation of HurChl
nese nat ionals alter passengers
reported thells during the Dight
from Hong Kong.

Upon arriving st the airports
mrrival hall, police spoke o the
stall and several affecteod pas
sengers, lncluding Prabhat
Verma, who was seated in 120

Verma had been warned by
the cabin erew about suspl-
cious movements around his
overhead baggage. U pon check
ing, he discovered his credit
card was missing, He noticed a

person seated in 140, lateriden-
tified as Pan, who was not as
signed that seat. Pan's ticket
was for seat 23C, and the miss
ing card was found under his
seat, police sald. Another pas
senger, Prashi, who was seated
in 144, also reported that her
maother’'s debit card had boen
stolen from her bag
Nafeez Fatima, another pas
sengor, provided a video record
ingshowing Pan allegedly open-
cabin baggage and
Inspecting the personal
helongingsof fEllow pas
sengers, said Addition
al Commissioner of Po
lice (1G] Afrport) Usha
Rangnani. “During in
terrogation, Pan admit-
tedl that he and his aceom-
plices were part of acoordinated
ayvidicate opermating on Inberm
tional transit Mights. They
targeted long-duration Mights
o maximbee thelr acoess Lo uh
supervised luggage. The gang
members strategically spread
out across different seats to
avold detection while camefully
opening bags and stealing high-
valoe {tems, ineludlng eredit
camds, which were litor discard
e mlier being misused, " Rang-
nani said. Both brothers have
been arrested, and the invest-
pation is ongoing, DCP said

ing
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Chinese national arrested for thefts in flights on long routes, three others detained

Toums News Netwons

New Delhl: A Chinese
nal wis arrestod forongs
In-DHghit thefts and e ofbher
Chinese nationnds woere dekad
ned for questioning. Podbos in-
vestigautions revealed that the
arresied individual was part
of o grmoup Erpding long
transit flights in which they
atide cash. electronics, credit
carels, el from the unsuper
Vil luggage o sleeping pas-

sengers. Thelr strategy expliol
ted long-duration, high-traffic
international Nights, making
it harder fo notice the thefis,
The acewsed, Honlal Pan,
0, o resident of Hong Kond,
was apprehended after Alr
Inlia’s security and vigilan
ce feam alerted Delhl Police
on May 14 about suspicious
activity on the airline's flight
ALMS from Hong Hong o
Mew Delhi. Prsengers hnd
complained about thell du-

ring b Alght

Police teams met Air In
diasiall and passengersatln-
dirn Gomedhi  Imternationnl
Adrpoerts Terminal 3 arrival
hall. Passenger Prabhat YVer
ma told the cops that the ca-
bin crew warned him of su
spicionus movemsnis near his
overhend baggage. Upon in
spection. he discovered his
ereel i card was mlssing and
naticed n suspicious indivi-
dual, lanter identified as Ben

Ial, siaiing anl 1ol sl
nedd to him. The missing card
wis [oumd nearby Anotber
passenger, Proshi, too found
her pudher's debit card mis-
8. Anather vigilant pas
senger provided video fonia:
g showing Benlai opening
cabin baggage ibems and in-
apecting the confenle

Benlni was accompanied
by thires ather Chinese natlo-
nals — Meng Guangyang. 51,
Chang Mang, 1l L Jie,

I5. The authoritbes are lial
sing with the embassies con-
cerned to verlly their back-
grounds  and  determine
whether they were invalved
insimilnr crimes worldwide

Enaring IverToatian,
Beniad confessed 1o being part
of n saphisticated syndicate
Lergeting iransid Nights. The
group's strategy invelved boo-
king lomg transit Diphits to ac
epss unsuperyised coabin hug-
gnge over extended periods.

They sal ndiMerent section ol
the aircraft avoid being ldenti-
Ml s & coordinnied group,
thus minimising the risk of
beling miced. Thelr primary
tactic was o farget sleopimg
passengers, carefully opening
bags fo gheal high-valae items
like cash, electronics and cre-
dit cards. Whien cirds were sl
ben, the group used them and
imanedabely discerded them
fomake detection hnmder:

The syndicate specklical-

Iy targeted high-teailfie inter
national routes, exploiting
long-duration Mights where
pissengors wore fmtigued and
less vipilant. This allowed
them o carcy otif Ehefis with
relntive ase, moving unnati-
el in crowded cabins.

A crodit card, several bags,
wallirts an] edectron s wers e
covered from the men and they
are under et e scruinge

Usha Rengnani, additional
CPIGH, sald, ” Benlakhasbeen

arrestid, while the kol
ment of his three associnies
are belng bvestigated. Travel
dntn maor thir st 12 months is
being analvsed o conpect the
group with similar unsalved
in-Night thefts” Alerts huwe
b Beued b immigration
and nirport anthorities aeoss
thie conendry and ghobal en force-
ML AR hmve boen con:
tactin] o delermine whedher
this group isa part of o larger
international e symlicane
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