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Advanced ATC systems go
live at Dibrugarh Airport

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, April 16:
In a major boost to aviation
safety and airspace manage-
ment in the Northeast, Di-
brugarh Airport has com-
menced parallel Air Traffic
Control (ATC) and Commu-
nication, Navigation and Sur-
veillance (CNS) operations
at its newly constructed
ATC-cum-Techmcal Block,
equipped with advanced sur-

veillance and communication

technologies.

Built at an estimated cost
of Rs 37 crore, the state-of-
the-art facility integrates
modern systems aimed at
enhancing real-time aircraft
monitormg, controller com-
munication, and overall op-
erational efficiency in the re-
glon's airspace.

The awrport authorities
have imtiated parallel opera-
tions, allowing the newly in-

stalled systems to function
alongside the existing infra-
structure.

Officials stated that the
new block will undergo a six-
week trial period, after which
it will be fully commissioned,
replacing the legacy ATC in-
frastructure.

“This upgrade is set to sig-
nificantly enhance the safety
and efficiency of air naviga-
tion and aerodrome opera-
tions in Assam. By stream-
lining traffic flow and equip-
ping controllers with ad-
vanced techmcal capahilities,
the new facility strengthens
Dibrugarh’s position as a vi-
tal and secure aviation gate-
way to the Northeast,” an
official said.

The development 1s ex-
pected to play a key role in
supporting growing air traf-
fic demand while aligning re-
gional aviation infrastructure
with modern technological
standards.
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NEW DELHI

Two planes
collide at
Delhi airport

A Spicelet aircraft collided
with a stationary Akasa Air
plane during taxiing at
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport on
Thursday. The incident
occurred at around 2.15
prm near Terminal 1. As
per praliminary reports,
the Spicelet Boeing 737-
T00, registered as VT-SLB,
had arrived from Leh and
was taxiing toward its des-
ignated bay when its right
wing tip collided with the
left wing of an Akasa Air
Boeing, registered as \VT-
YAl Spicelet Boeing suf-
fered significant crushing
damage to the tip of its
right winglet, while the
Akasa Air left horizontal
tail surface sustained a
deep gash

-FPJ News Service
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PUNE AIRPORT OPS
HIT AFTER ‘AIR FORCE
AIRCRAFT INCIDENT'

PUNE: The Pune airport runway
was temporarily shut on Friday
following “an incident™ involving
an Indian Air Force aircraft, the
air force said. Itdid not elaborate
on the nature of the incident. “All
aircrew are safe and there was no
damage to civilian property,” it
posted on X. News agency PTI
quoted a police official as saying
that an IAF plane underwent a
“hard landing”. HTC
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Planes
suffer
damage at
Delhi airport

OLR CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi: An Akasa Alr
alreraft and a Spleelet plane
suffered damage when they
came In contact at Delhd alr-
port on Thursday afternoon,
prompeing aviatlon warchidog
DGCA 10 begin 4 probe, ac-
eonding to officials.

Both Boeing 77 adreradt have
been grounded at the alrport.
The Directntabe General of Civil
Avlation (DGCA) sald an air
traffic controller and the Sples-
Jot pllots have been dernsiered
‘pending investigaton.

The officlals sak the Akasa
Aty atreraft was statlonary on
the taxiway and preparing for
taks off, while the Splesdet
plane was tatiing towards the
parking stand when the incl-
dent happensd around 215pm
at Terminal 1,

Akasa Alr's plane was to
operate fllght QP 1408 from
Dbl to Hyderabad, while the
Splcedet afrcraft had arrived
from Leh after operating the
fight 5G 124, they added.

The DGCA sald the winglot
of SpiceJet’s Boeing 737-700
alreraft, while taxiing In the
allocated parking bay. hit the
horizontal tall surface (HTS)
of the Akasa plane thar was
posttloned on the apron after
the pushback.

“Due to Impact, the RH
winglet of the Splealet alr-
eraftand the HTS of the Akasa
Alr atreraft were damaged,
The DGCA I8 cAFTYITE ou fur-
ther Investlgaton,” the regn-
lator sald in a statement.

AKasa AlY sald 1S alreraft
had to return to the bay. Pre-
liminary information indi-
cates that the Akasa alrcraft
was stationary when the other
airline's alrcraft made con-
tact with it, Akasa saldina
statement. Akasa sald all pas-
sengers and crew had safely
disembarked. “In line with
established protocols, the rel-
evant authorities have been
informed, and the matter is
under investigation,” it added.

Spleadet sald its alrcrafi
was Involved In a ground
occurrence while taxiing
at Delhl alrport, resultlng
in damage to its right wing-
let and the left-hand hor-
zontal stablllser of another
alreraft belonging to a differ-
entaliine
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HC reserves order on SpiceJet’s plea to
review X144-crore payment order

—
Press Trust of India
Mew Delhi

The Delhi High Court, on
Thursday, reserved order on
petitions by Spicelet and its
promoter Ajay Singh, seeking
a review of an earlier order to
deposit $144 crore in connec-
tion with its legal dispute with
media baron Kalanithi Maran
and Kal Airways. Justice Sub-
ramonium Prasad reserved
the order after hearing the
senior counsel appearing for

the parties. On January 19,
the cowrt direcred Spicelet
and Ajay Singh to deposit
T144 crore with the registry
within six weeks against an
admitted liability of 194
crore.

On March 18, time to make
the deposit was extended by
four weeks. Ajay Singh and his
budget airline sought recon-
sideration of the March 18
direction on several counts,
including financial distress
amid the ongoing war in West
Asia.  Spiceler, instead,

offered a commercial prop-
erty in Gurugram as security
and informed the court that
the Centrewas willing to offer
it some assistance.

Senior advocate Mukul Ro-
hatgi, appearing for Ajay
Singh and Spicelet, on
Thursday said shutting down
the airline would not be in
public interest and that the
law does not mandate that se-
curity can only be in the form
of cash and can be in the form
of a property, bond or under-
taking as well.
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Airlines widen reform pitch beyond
fuel pricing, flag GST distortions

GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS. Higher tax on premium seats affect viability of long-haul routes, they say

o
Rohit Vaid
Fiw Dl

The alriine industry has ax-
d its reform pizch bey-
ond fuel pricing o include
stroctural changes in raxa-
don, after the Cenrre rolled
OUL TEEPORLTY IEAsures o
cushion  airfines  againsr
riging fuel costs dve to the
West Asks crigis,

In a representation to the
Cenrre, airlines have cited
current measires a5 only ad-
dressing immedlae mranil-
iy but leaving deeper cost
distortions unresolved.

MAJOR CONCERN
A key concern flagged by the
industey s the Coods and
Bervices Tax (GST) swruc-
Ture on gir travel, partico-
larly the increase in tax on
premium-class tickers o 18
percent from 12

Notably, airlines warned
thar the higher tax burden
could affect the viability of

SEEKING REFORMS. The industry s seeking structural tax
and pricing reforms, alongside short-term refief an jet fuel costs,
amid the West Asin-driven wolatility

long-haul International
routes, where premium cab-
ins contribute a sipnificant
ghave of revenues, poten-
tially weakening network
sustainability on key ghobal
sectors. According to in-
dustry inslders, ri Enput
costs, combaned l.\ilﬂr?mgﬁe-r
taxation on peemium fases,
could impact demand in rev-
enue-critical segeents of in-

ternational aviation. Alrlines
also reiterated the need for
discipline in refinery mar-
gins, or erack spreads, during
periods of volatilicy.

As per Industry estimares,
these meargins rose sharply
during the March crude
surge, pushing aviation tur-
bing | prices beyond
global ofl benchmark in-
Creases.

Meanwhile, speaking o
bustresziine, a senloe ailine
executive sabd thar refining
margin spikes “go beyond
cost recovery and are diffi-
cult to absorb.” noting the
need for greater predictabil-
ity In pricing © manage
virlarility.

The industry views such
Imcreases as market distor-
tions rather than underiving
cost changes, he said.

Further, alrfines have pro-
posed a mechanism 1o
smeoothen fuel price shocks
by deferring incremental
costs over 12 months The
[: :1.1 is inrended o ease

iquidiry pressure  duri
suddenspltes\ﬂuhzullmwug
oil marketing oo T
recover thelr full eosts over
hme.

Other industry  insiders
todd Mestuessiine thar the
mechandsm s aimed st man-
aging ©iming rather than
avoiding costs, a8 sudden
splkes srrain liguidity due 1o
advance capacily CoOMMIC-

ments. These proposals

oome even as the Centre has

limited the cosr pass-
through of fuel price
Increases.

Another concern raksed is
Indks's fuel raxation frame-
work, which remains ourside
the GST rvegime, making
such levies a non-credivable
cost for airlines. Industry in-
siders said thar this
ively nerns fuel raxes into a
“dead cost".

LONGER-TERM OFTIONS
Om itg part, the Centre iz ex-
amining longer-term  op-
tioas, such 2 bringing ATF
under the GST framework.
Az present, fuel accounts for
up to 40 per cent of akrline
opeesting costs, significantly
above global averages.

Additionally, industry es-
timates suggest that rarion-
alicing fuel taocstion could
lower overall costs by up
10 per cent, with potential
benefits  for fares and
demand.
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Akasa Air, SpiceJet planes come in
contact at Delhi airport; suffer damages

Press Trust of Indla
Mew Delhi, Apri6

Wings of an Akasa Air and a
Spicedet plane came in con-
tact on the taxiway at the
Delhi airport on Thursday
afternoon and both aircraft
have been grounded due to

damages suffered in the inci
dent, according to officials.
The officials said the Akasa
Adr aircraft was taxiing for
take off and the SpiceJet was
taxiing towards the parking
stand when the incident hap
pened at around 2.15 pm at
Terminal 1 of the airport.

LE APRILL 2026
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House panel raises UDAN
scheme viability concerns

Abhishek Law
abhishek law@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: A parliamentary
panel has recommended that
the government assess profita-
bility before disbursing 328,840
crore over 10 years on UDAN,
the regional air connectivity
scheme.

UDAN, an acronym for Ude
Desh ka Aam Naagrik, was
launched in October 2016 and
meant to make flying affordable
for the masses, connecting
smaller cities and towns with
the national air network. Gov-
ernment subsidies are provided
to airlines operating on these
otherwise unviable routes, on
flight tickets and to build infra-
structure.

New Delhi has spent 29,000
crore from 2016 to January 2026
on UDAN. The amount pro-
posed to be set aside for the
Modified UDAN has been tri-
pled to deepen regional connec-
tivity and expand inclusive air
access across the country.

“The Committee recom-
mends that the Ministry com-
mission a comprehensive inde-
pendent impact assessment...
covering cost per passenger on
each route, route-wise viability
metrics, the proportion of
routes achieving self-sustaina-
bility.. The Modified UDAN
scheme design should incorpo-
rate lessons from this assess-
ment,” the panel said.

The report was tabled in par-
liament on March 25, the day

UDAN aims to make flying
affordable for the masses. Afp

the Cabinet approved the Modi-
fied UDAN Scheme. The panel is
headed by Sanjay Kumar Jha,
Janata Dal member of the Rajya
Sabha from Bihar, and was con-
stituted on September 26, 2025.

The Development Monitoring
and Evaluation Office of Niti
Aayog had called for proposals
in 2023 to do a mid-term
appraisal of the initiative.
Details are yet to be made pub-
lic.

The new scheme, which is yet
to be formally launched, will
provision subsidy for air tickets
for five years. An amount of
10,043 crore has been pro-
posed to support airline opera-
tors for 10 years. It will also
develop 100 airports from exist-
ing unserved airstrips and other
infrastructure such as helipads,
airstrip renewals and water aer-

odromes.

The 3l-member committee
said the impact on each UDAN
route “should be periodically
reviewed.” It sought data on
passenger demographics and
said subsidies for routes should
be rationalized based on their

performance.
“Routes with less than
threshold performance could be

restructured, as continued sup-
port without review could
reduce the efficiency of the
scheme,” the panel said.

In the ongoing UDAN
scheme, one of every four routes
is not operational. UDAN has
over 650 connections now. The
panel cited the fifth phase
where 160 of the 282 routes
offered had no takers after six
rounds of bidding. Over half of
the routes in this phase are not
operational.

“Aggressive subsidization is
not a substitute for demand cre-
ation. So, a performance review
of existing routes, and why so
many failed to generate or do
not have demand needs to be
seen. [t makes sense to link sub-
sidisation to outcomes,” said
Rajendra Prasad, an aviation
expert and former director (air-
worthiness) at the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), the civil aviation regu-
lator.

The absence of a structured
exit strategy for unviable city
connections meant that “many
UDAN airports struggle with
sustainability,” the panel said.
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Air India pilot sent back from US
for allegedly possessing marijuana

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

An Air India pilot, travelling
as a passenger on a flight
from the national capital to
San Francisco, was alleged-
ly found in possession of
marijuana and was sent
back by the US authorities
this week, according to
SOUTCEes.

The pilot has been
derostered, one of the
sources said.

“One of our crew
members travelling from
Delhi to San Franciscoon 14
April, for positioning to
operate a subsequent flight,
was found to be inadmissi-

- _RIRINDR

ble as per local laws and has
been sent back to India,” an
airline spokesperson said
in a statement on Friday.
According to the sources,
the co-pilot was allegedly
found in possession of mar-
ijuana. The pilot was “dead-
heading” to San Francisco.

An internal probe has been
initiated by Air India, sources
added.

Generally, ‘deadheading’
refers to a flight crew travel-
ling as a passenger to his or
her base station or to
another place for duty.

The airline said appropri-
ate strict disciplinary action
would be taken as per laid-
down company policies.

“Air India maintains zero-
tolerance towards any vio-
lation of the law and
upholds the highest stan-
dards of safety, compliance,
and professional conduct,”
it said in the statement.
Further details could not
be ascertained.
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Indiaregisters15-20 pc declinein tourist
traffic,aviationto hitloss 018,000 crore

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 16 April

India’s aviation, tourism and
hospitality sectors are set to
hit hard due to the West Asia
conflict suffering as much as
15 to 20 per cent decline in
inbound tourist traffic and an
estimated netloss ol Rs 18,000
crore for the aviation industry.

Areportreleased by the PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (PHDCCI), titled
“Impactofthe West Asia Conflict
onIndia’s Tourism, Aviation &
Hospitality Sectors.” highlighted
widespread disruptions across
key segments.

Indias tourismand hospitality
sector, whichcontributes nearly
BpercenttoGDPand supports
over 40 million jobs, had
witnessed a strong recovery

2025 However. freshgeopolitical
tensions in early 2026 have
introduced new volatility.
“These disruptions have
increased flying time by 24
hours on key routes, leading
washarprise infuel consumption
and operating costs. Industry
estimates indicate that fuel
accounts for 35-40 per cent of
airline operating costs and the
ongoing situation has further
strained airline profitability.

Thedisruptionof West Asia
air corridors which is among
the busiestglobal transit routes
has also reduced connectivity
efficiency and increased airfares”
the report said. The report
highlighted a 1520 per cent
decline ininbound tourist traffic,
particularly inleisure travel, as
global ravellers adopt acautious
approach amid geopolitical
uncertainty Further theoutbound
travel trends have also shifted.

with Indian travellers preferring
short-haul destinations such
as Thailand, Singapore and
Vietnam, while long-haul routes
have seen moderation.

The PHDCCI report further
said the restaurant and food
services sector is also facing
challenges, witharound 10 per
centof restaurants reported to
have shut down and business
declining by Rs 79000 crore
per month. Input costs have
risen by 10-15 per cent due to
higher prices of imported
ingredients, logistics and energy.
While domestic demand and
food delivery, contributing
20-30percentof revenues, are
providing some stability,
profitability remains under
pressure, particularly for small
and mid-sized operators, it

highlighted.
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11 Delhi-bound flights diverted
to Jaipur due to poor weather

Jaipur: A total of 11 Delhi-bound flights were diverted to
Jaipur International Airport on Friday evening, including
four international flights, due to poor weather conditions in
the national capital,

The domestic flights diverted to Jaipur were AI 1819
from Patna to Delhi. Al 2820 and 6E 6034, both from Bengaluru
to Delhi, 6E 613 from Chennai to Delhi, 6E 6043 from Hyderabad
to Delhi, Al 810 from Ahmedabad to Delhi, and 6E 5301 from
Indore to Delhi.

The international flights that were diverted included AI27
from Colomboto Delhi, AA 292 from John F Kennedy Airportin
New York to Delhi, SG 5006 from Fujairah in UAE to Delhi, and
another flight from Dubai to Delhi. s
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AirIndia, WestJetjoin handsto
cover 30 citiesin Canada, US

SHEKHAR SINGH

KEW DELHI, APRIL 17

Canada and much of North
America is now within easi-
er reach for Indian trav-
ellers, with Air India on Fri-
day joining hands with
WestJet to unlock seamless,
single-ticket access to over
A0 destinations across Cana-
da and the United States,

The tie-up sharply
expands travel options
bevond Toronto and Van-
couver, cutting down the
need for multiple book-
ings and long, complicat-
ed transits,

The agreement allows
passengers to book com-
bined itineraries on Air
India and WestJet flights
under one ticket, with coor-
dinated bagpage handling
and smoother transfers,
cutting transit hassles and
improving the end-to-end
Jjourney forlong-haul fiyers.

Move to cut down
multiple bookings, long
& complicated transits

With the partnership in
place, Air India passengers
flyving into Toronto and Van-
COUVEr can now connect

onward to 17 Canadian
cities, including Calgary,
Edmonton, Montreal, Win-
nipeg, Halifax, Ottawa,
Regina, Saskatoon, Kelow-
na and St John's. The net-
work further extends to 14
US cities such as 3an Fran-
cisco, Los Angeles, Atlanta,
Detroit, Orlando, Phoenix,
Tampa, Nashville, Las
Vepas, San Diego, Fort
Lauderdale, Palm Springs,

Santa Ana and Fort Myers,
The expanded network
comes amid rising travel
demand between India and
Canada, driven by strong
diaspora links, student
maobility and growing trade
ties, with airlines stepping
up competition in the lucra-
tive North America market.
Air India said select desti-
nations, including Halifax,
Calpary and 5t John's, will
also be accessible via its
European Fateways,
Heathrow Amrport, Gatwick
Airport, Paris Charles de
Gaulle Airport and Amster-
dam Airport  Schiphol,
offering additional routing
flexibility for travellers.
Nipun Apggarwal, Chief
Commercial Officer at Air
India, said Canada
remained a keyv market for
the airline, and the partner-
ship would make travel
across North America more
accessible and convenient.



	AT-GUA-17 APR.JPG
	AU DL 18APR2026.JPG
	AU DL 18APR2026A.JPG
	DJ-KAN-17 APR.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-17 APR.JPG
	HT DL 18APR2026.JPG
	HT-ND-18 APR.JPG
	TG-KOL-17 APR.JPG
	BL DL 17APR2026A.JPG
	BL DL 18APR2026.JPG
	DN-JAI-17 APR.JPG
	GK-SRI-17 APR.JPG
	HT DL 18APR2026.JPG
	HT-PAT-17 APR.JPG
	PIO-ND-18 APR.JPG
	SB-LUC-17 APR.JPG
	SB-LUC-17 APR-A.JPG
	ST-KOL-17 APR.JPG
	TOI-ND-18 APR.JPG
	TRI DL 18APR2026.JPG

