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House panel raises
concerns over flight
delays at IGI airport

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimeas.com

NEW DELHI: A parliamentary
standing committee has
expressed concerns over
mountng flight delays at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI} airport, where the closure
of one runway has created wide-
spread disruptions, according to
people familiar with the matter.

The Standing Committee on
Transport, Tourism and Cul-
ture, which convened on
Thursday to review the Air-
ports Authority of India’s (AAT)
operational efficlency and ser-
vice quality, reportedly shifted
its focus to address growing
passenger inconvenience at
Delhi and other airports
nationwide.

People privy to the discus-
sions revealed that the closure
of runway 28 at Delhi airport
has triggered a ripple effect
across India’s aviation network.
“In just ten days since the clo-
sure. the ripple effect has led to
flight delays amounting to
nearly 320 hours across the
country,” said one person aware
of the discussions, citing infor-

DELHI AIRPORT

IS RECORDING
APPROXIMATELY
240 FLIGHT DELAYS
PER DAY, OFFICIALS
AWARE OF THE
MATTER SAID

mation that was discussed.

A second individual familiar
with Thursday’s meeting sug-
gested that Delhi airport alone
is witnessing approximately
240 flight delays per day. “The
situation appears to reflect
inadequate planning, largely
attributed to the AAL" the per-
somn safd,

Delhi airport, which manages
over 1,200 {lights daily, operates
four runways: 27-09, 28-10, 29L-
1R, and 29R-11L, with the last
one becoming operational in
2023,

On a typical day, the airport
handles up to 46 arrivals per
hour. However, an airport offi-
cial told HT that with runway
28/10 currently closed, that
number has dropped to around
36 arrivals per hour, 4Ps
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Parl committee

raises concerns
over flight delays

Neha LM Tripathi
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MEW DELHE: A parliamentary
standing committee has
concerns over mounting flizht
delays at Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) airport, where
the dosuire of one runway hasore-
ated widespread disruptions,
according to people familiar with
the matter.

The Standing Committee on
Transport, Tourism and Culture,
which convened on Thursday to
review the Airports Authority of
India’s (AAD operational efficiency
and service quality, shifted its
[oews i address growing passen-
ger incomvenience at Delhi and
other ail nationwide.

People privy to the discussions
revealed that the closure of run-
way 28 at Delhi airport has trig-
gered a ripple effect across India's
aviation network. “In just ten days
since the closure, the ripple effect
heas led to Right delays anmounting
to nearly 320 hours across the
onuntry.” sakd one person aware of
the discussions, dting information
that was discussed.

A second individual familiar
with Thursday's meeting sug-
gested that Delhi airport alone is
wimessing approximately 240
Right delays per day. “The situa-
tion appears to reflect inadequate

largely attributed tothe
AAL" the person said.

Delhi alrport, which manages
over 1200 Rights daily, operates
four runways: 27-09, 28-10, 291.-
1R, and 29R-111, with the last one
becoming operational in 2023,

On a typical day. the airport

handles up to46 arrivals per lour.
However, an official tobd HT that
with runway 2810 currently
closed, that number has dropped
tovaround 36 arrivals per hour.

According to Flightradar?4, a
live flight tracking website, 510
departing Nights were delayed at
IGI Airport on Thursday. The
average delay in departures was
reportedly around 42 minutes,
while arrivals experienced arela-
tively modest debay of five minutes

Delhi International Airport Led
{DIAL), which operates the air-
port, had announced the planned
closure of ranway 28/10 in Febru-
ary. At the ime, CEO Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar stated that the runway
wotld be shut for four to five
maoanths to facilitate an upgrade of
the Instrument Landing System
{ILS) to CAT Il B standards—an
enhancement aimed at enabling
aperaticns in low-visibility condi-
thans, which are common during
Delhi's fog-laden winters.

More recently, on April 11, Jai-
jpuriar sabd the rumway is expected
tohe operational again by Sepeem-
ber, ahead of the winter rush, thus
allowing the uparaded system to
be i place during fog season.

The DIAL posted an advisory
on X (formesty Twitter) on April 9
stating. “Delhi Airport is currently
undergoing essential runway

We are wor
with sinkehaolders to minimize amy
potential impact on operations.”

A former alrport offidal, who
requested anonymity, explained
the cascading eflect: “The unavail-
ability of even one runway tends to
reduce an airport's handling
capacity. Delhi is the bushest air-

A the country and serves asa

+ key hub for connections nation-

wide. Any esxtended disruption
here Is almost certain to have a
cascading impact on the network.”
“"While weather undoubtedly
|phays a significant role in disrupt-
Ing flight movements, proactive
and advanced flight planning is
essential in such situations” added
a former official from the Director-
are General of Civil Aviation
{DGCA). Airlines have asked pas
to check their light sched-
ules before beaving for the alrport
However, they reportedly have not
announced any advance flight
canceflations, potentialty contrib-
uting to the ongoing congesthon.
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Patna airport: Race against time to ready new terminal

Ruchir Kumar

ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATNA : In poll-bound Bihar,
Patna airport’s new integrated
terminal building will be
thrown open to the public, with
one of its five acrobridges func-
tional, likely on April 24, when
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
visits the state to attend a ‘Pan-
chayati Raj Day' celebration
programme in Madhubani dis-
trict.

The PM comes again to inau-
gurate the “Khelo India Youth
Games, 2025 in Patna on May
4, leaving the two dates open for
the PM to inaugurate the Patna
airport terminal building and
also lay the foundation stone for
a new civil enclave at Patna's
Bihta airport. approx 35 kms
from the existing airport, said
officials in the Bihar govern-
ment.

While one aerobridge has got
the necessary operational clear-
ance from Air Traffic Control
{ATC), the other four will take
time. For them to be operation-
alised, the existing terminal
building, which comes in their
way, must be razed to the
ground and the area prepared
for apron — a paved area where
aircraft are parked, loaded,
unloaded, refueled, and ser-
viced before and atter flights.
The Airports Authority of India
(AAI) did not specify a timeline
for their completion.

Notwithstanding the opera-
tional constraints, the AAl is
busy doing last-minute prepara-
tions to make the new terminal
building of Patna’s Jayprakash
Narayan International (JPNI)
Airport functional by April 24.

The PMO, which was sent the
invite last month, was expected
to club the two airport events,

related to inauguration of the
terminal building at Patna and
the laying of foundation stone
for a new civil enclave at Bihta
airport, said officials in the
Bihar government.

FULL-SCALE PREPARA-
TIONS:

The AAlis trying to complete
unfinished tasks on a war foot-
ing.

The airline check-in counters
are ready, and all connectivity-
related cable networking work
has been completed, claimed
officials.

“We have completed the
server configuration and tested
the individual display screen of
the flight information display
system (FIDS). Mounting of the
screens is to be completed at
some locations,” said officials.

Services of SITA (Société
Internationale de Télécommu-
nications Aéronautiques), a

multinational information tech-
nology company, which special-
ises in providing air transport
communications and informa-
tion technology services to the
air transport industry, was
tested on Monday, said people
familiar with the matter.

“We have been sounded to be
ready to commence operations
from the new terminal building
of Patna airport from April 24,
though a formal communica-
tion to this effect is awaited.”
said an airline operator request-
ing anonymity.

Installation and testing of
around two-thirds of CCTV
cameras for security surveil-
lance have been completed and
remaining work is under
progress, they said.

“The final stage security vet-
ting was done on April 1L This is
a joint inspection by a commit-
tee comprising representatives

of the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security, Central Industrial
Security Force, which guards
the airport, the Immigration
department, the Intelligence
Bureau (IB) and the AAI to
check for security loophole,
before operational clearance is
given to any airport,” said the
people quoted above.

UNFINISHED TASKS:

[nfusing life into the FIDS
inside the terminal building and
the big screens displaying flight
information outside the arrival
and departure area, installing
computer system at airline
check-in counters and boarding
gates, branding of airline coun-
ters and operationalising eight
in-line baggage scanning X-ray
machines for registered bag-
gage and 10 hand baggage scan-
Ners are among some remain-
ing challenges given the short
deadline.

“We have installed two of the
eight registered baggage and
five of the 10 hand baggage
X-ray machines. The remaining
are to be shifted from the exist-
ing terminal building,” the offi-
cial added.

Besides, setting up stalls— 15
for food and beverages and 18
retail outlets — installing weigh-
ing machines for passengers to
check excess baggage at select
departure gates before going to
the check-in counter, moving
nearly 2,000 baggage trolley
stacks to the new building, put-
ting up toll booths for vehicles,
and ensuring common mini-
mum facilities like washroom
and drinking water towards the
city side are also incomplete.

“We have awarded two con-
tracts for food and beverages
stalls inside the terminal build-
ing. Their construction and
installation are in process,” said

an official.

“The location for toll booth
has been finalised. The car-
parking agency must do the
construction of toll plaza,” he
added.

Efforts to reach AAI chair-
man Vipin Kumar for com-
ments proved futile, as he did
not respond to calls or text mes-
sage. No other official from the
AAI was willing to speak on
record.

WHAT’S ON OFFER:

Patna airport's new inte-
grated terminal building, at an
estimated cost of %1,216.90
crore, has a built-up area of
65,155 sqm against the existing
11130 sqm, which is handling
nearly three times the traftic
given its capacity. It will cater to
3,000 passengers (1500 arrival +
1500 departure) during peak
hours, boosting the airport’s
capacity from 30 lakh (3 mil-

lion) to 1 crore (10 million) pas-
sengers annually. It will have
six additional aircraft parking
bays, increasing their number
to 11, and facilitate parking nine
Airbus A320 and two ATR air-
craft.

The new terminal has 64
check-in counters, nine auto-
matic tray retrieval system
{ATRS) at security checkpoints
in phase . The ATRS is an auto-
mated tray retrieval process. As
soon as passengers complete
the security screening, the trays,
where they put their personal
belongings for scanning, are
automatically transported back
to the start line, ready for the
next set of belongings. It will
also have four conveyor belts in
the arrival hall, and eight in-line
X-ray baggage inspection sys-
tem machines, which allows for
guick transit of passengers
inside terminals.
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Terminal 2 set to get complete infra upgrade

NITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, April 17

TERMINAL 2 OF INDIRA Gandhi
International Airport in the
national capital, which was closed
since Monday by the Delhi Interna-
tional Airport (DIAL), is set to
undergo a comprehensive redevel-
opment aimed at modernising the
facility. Airport officials told FEthat
the terminal will receivea complete
infrastructure overhaul to accom-
modaterising passenger trafficand
catertotheevolving expectations of
airtravellers.The project is expected
tobe completed in sixmonths,with
the terminal reopening shortly
thereafter.

The redevelopment plan
includes theinstallation of state-of-
the-art passenger boarding bridges
{PBB), upgraded mechanical sys-
tems, and substantial aesthetic
improvements. Six new PBBs,
sourced from South Korea, will be
introduced, each equipped with
cutting-edge features such as
autonomous docking technology,
elevated ramps for better wheel-
chairaccess, swing doors for opera-
tor safety, and improved cabin

MODERNISATION PLANS A high-
resolution flight
mThe project is expected to be completed information
in six months, with the terminal reopening display system
shortly thereafter (FIDS) will also
be implemented
mThe plan m Advanced S
includes heating, B New canopies
installation of ventilation, and air ; =5 will be erected
state-of-the-art conditiong B New celllngs with skylight at the forecourt
passenger systems will designs will be installed for a to provide
boarding bridges = be installed brighter, more open atmosphere sheltered access

designs for a smoother boarding
process.These new bridges will also
include side-covering cushions,
contributing both to the safety of
boarding passengers and the over-
all visual refinement of the termi-
nal.

To enhance climate control and
passenger comfort,advanced heat-
ing, ventilation, and air condition-
ing (HVAC) systemswill be installed.
These systems are designed to
ensure cleaner indoor air and opti-
mal temperature regulation
throughout the year. Complement-
ing this upgrade will be an inte-
grated fire safety mechanism,

which will add a crucial layer of
security across the terminal.
Officials said that visually, Ter-
minal 2 will see a significant trans-
formation. New ceilings with sky-
light designs will create a brighter,
more open atmosphere. The civil
upgrades will also include modern
flooring, smart washrooms, and
enhanced road connectivity to
streamline passenger movementin
and around the terminal. In
response to seasonal weather chal-
lenges, especially during the mon-
soon months, new canopies will be
erected at the terminal forecourt to
provide sheltered access for travel-

ers.

According to DIAL officials, the
modernisation effort extends to
digitalinfrastructure as well. A high-
resolution flight information dis-
play system (FIDS) will be imple-
mented, offering real-time flight
updates with improved visibility
and accuracy. Way-finding will also
improve with the installation of
clearly marked, accessibility-
friendly signage throughout the
terminal. Special attention is being
given to ensure that persons with
reduced mobility (PRM) can navi-
gate the facility with ease.

The refurbishment will not be

limited to the passenger areas, offi-
cials said. The airside and apron
zones, are also due for a major
revamp. These upgrades will
strengthen operational capacity,
supporting more frequent aircraft
movement and preparing the air-
port for future increases in traffic
volume.

Vidhe Kumar Jaipuriar, CEO of
DIAL, has spoken about the impor-
tance of the project, calling it “the
need of the hour”. He noted that the
goal is to not only improve opera-
tional efficiency but also elevate the
overall travel experience for pas-
sengers using Terminal 2.

The upgrades are being posi-
tioned as a crucial step toward
building an airport that is future-
ready while meeting current
demands.

As domestic travel continues to
surge and Delhi Airport holds its
place as one of the world’s busiest
airports, ranked ninth globally in
2024 with nearly 78 million pas-
sengers, the transformation of Ter-
minal 2 marks a critical move in
ensuring the airport remains com-
petitive, efficient, and passenger-

centric, officials added.
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AHMEDABAD
Al-powered

traffic signals

In a bid to streamline urban
traffic and reduce signal
wait times, the Amdavad
Municipal Corparation
(AMCY), in coordination with
the Ahmedabad City Traffic
Police Departrment, plans to
install an Al-powered
Adaptive Traffic Control
Systemn (ATCS) at 400 traffic
junctions across the
cityThis smart system aims
to address the issue of fixed
signal timings, where even
after vehicles clear an
intersection, others must
wait unnecesserily for their
turn. With ATCS, oncethe
traffic flow on one side
stops, the green signal will
automnatically switch to red,
and the opposite side will
quickly get the green signal,
ensuring smaoather
movement. Forinstance, if
30 seconds remain beforea
signal changeand thereis
no traffic on one side, the
system will immediately
turn that signal red and
allow the opposite side to
proceed with 2 green
signal. This prevents
unnecessary waiting, saving
drivers veluable time The
Al-integrated system is
estimated to cost $400
crore and will include
vehicle detection sensors,
intelligent and connected
systermns, a central
communication network,
and real-time updates on
traffic conditions at each
junction. It will also help
maonitor entire corridors
and specific areas more
effectively. AMC has
already appointed &
consultant agency, and the
tender for the project will
be floated soon.
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Airport wheelchair rules
may be reviewed by govt

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government is
planning to revise accessibility
guidelines at airports to limit
free wheelchair facility only to
senior citizens, with those
below the age of 60 years likely
becoming subject to new condi-
tions to avail the service.
According to officials aware

of the matter, the changes have
been driven by complaints by
air travellers of wheelchair
shortages and of shoddy equip-
ment.

They may also need to pay
a nominal fee if they require
assistance to reach boarding
gates, an official said, adding
that the service will remain
free for those above the age
of 60. +P7
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India’s airport expansion
plans require revised seat
pacts: Dubai Airport CEO

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The development of air-
port infrastructure in India
and fulfilling the country’s
ambitions to grow them in-
to hubs that can transfer
passengers from different
connecting points must be
supported by a revision in
seat capacities permitted
between two countries,
said Dubai Airport CEO
Paul Griffiths.

“The development of
airport infrastructure in In-
dia is obviously going to be
welcomed because there
will be many more points
where it will be possible to
have direct service to the
UAE, particularly to Du-

bai. Of course, the bilater-
als will need some revi-
sions to be able to make
the points possible,” he
told The Hindu on the side
lines of a Airports Council
International event.

He was addressing a
question on the Centre’s ef-
forts to develop Indian air-
ports as hubs to reduce
traffic leakage to major in-
ternational airports.

The Centre plans to take
up 50 airport development
projects in the next fve
years. These include new
airports, as well as expan-
sion of existing ones.

Additional seats

The UAE has been pushing
for an additional 50,000
weekly seats for Dubai in
the bilateral air service
agreement. It currently al-
lows 66,000 seats a week
between the UAE and In-
dia, a quota fully utilised
by airlines of both sides.
The proposal includes a 4:1
seat allocation formula, al-
lowing Indian carriers to
operate four additional
seats for every extra seat

Small is good: Evolution of aircraft technology allows smaller
planes to connect remote airports cost-effectively, says Griffiths. ap

Indian government
plans to take up 50
airport development
projects in the

next five vears

granted to UAE air-
lines. This ratio would gra-
dually shift to 3:1, 2:1, and
eventually 1:1 over a speci-
fied period, phasing in the
changes systematically.

Smaller aircraft

Mr. Griffith is also of the
opinion that the world is
moving away from a hub
approach for developing
airports as the evolution of
aircraft technology allows
smaller aircraft to connect
remote airports in a cost-
effective manner.

This, he said, will mean
that in the years to come
the number of aircraft with
very large capacities will
be fewer compared with
the number of smaller air-
craft capable of flying long
distances.

The UAE’s second air-
port - Dubai World Central
(DWC), or Al Maktoum In-
ternational Airport, will re-
place Dubai International
Airport (DXB) as its main
hub by the mid-2030s. A

$35 billion expansion, ap-
proved in April 2024, tar-
gets 260 million passen-
gers annually by 2050 with
five runways, 400 gates,
and eight concourses.
When it opens after phase
one of expansion in 2027, it
will have three runways,
nearly 120 gates, and a 150
million passenger capacity.

Theme-based terminals
Mr. Griffiths said DWC
could have different termi-
nals based on country
themes such as an India or
America. This would entail
one terminal for airlines
with same destinations.

So an Indian theme termi-
nal “would not mean only
Indian airlines, but it will
cluster flights [of different
airlines] in the most effec-
tive ways, so the tracks are
optimised, as we would
want to minimise walking
distances.” Similarly, there
could be Europe and Aus-
tralasia terminals.

In 2024, Dubai Interna-
tional Airport, the world’s
busiest travel hub, logged
92 million passengers of
which 12 million travelled
to India. 55% of airport us-
ers visited Dubai as a final
destination while 45% used
it as a connecting hub.
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Two nabbed

for running
immigration
fraud at IGIA

NEW DELHI: The IGIA
Police have arrested two
fraudsters from Punjab,
Neeraj Passi (41) and Sunny
alias Joginder Pal (37), for
orchestrating an immigra-
tion racket. The arrests fol-
lowed the apprehension of
Harpal Singh, a deportee
who had illegally travelled
from Hong Kong to Delhi
usinga fraudulent passport.

Harpal, who overstayed
in Hong Kong after his asy-
lum plea was rejected in
2024, had paid Rs 2 lakh to
Sunny for the travel arranﬁ;:-_
ment. Neeraj facilitated the
illegal return, with Harpal's
passport being used to bring
another individual to India.
The discrepancy in Harpal's
passport, discovered dur-
ing immigration checks,
led to the arrest. A team led
by Inspector Sushil Goyal
tracked down the agents
via technical surveillance.
The investigation contin-
ues, with authorities seek-
ing to uncover further
fraudulent activities. ~ MPOST
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Airfares to Jeddah skyrocket

COSTLY AFFAIR

(FOR DIRECT FLIGHTS
FROM HYD TO JEDDAH)

© 738k- ¥5Tk | Current fares
o 211k- 715k | Usual fares

= Post-Haj pilgrimage,
passengers have to shell
out 755k - 257k on direct
flights to Hyd

#Haj travel operators say
Saudi govt's reduction in
guota by 80% for pvt travel
operators created supply
shortage against high
demand

® 75L-78L | 15-day Haj
pilgrimage package per
person

Sunny.Baski @timesofindia.com

head of the Haj pil-
grimage, airlines
have increased their
ares between Hyder-
abad and Jeddah. The current
direct flight tickets are priced
between 38,000 and 57000, a
rise from the usual charges of
211,000 to 215,000,

If that's not all, passengers
planning their return journey
after June 10, post-Haj pilgrim-
age, will need to pay ¥55,000
to 57,000 on direct flights to
Hyderabad. While Delhi and
Mumbai benefit from 5 to 7
daily flights, Hyderabad oper-
ates only a single direct flight
to Jeddah on most days, which
serves as the nearest airport

to Mecca. “Saudi govt’s recent
ruling created uncertainty re-
garding pilgrim selection and
cancellations. The heavy de-
mand further pushed the air-
fares. Additionally, the unex-
pected restriction on children
under 12 years impacted fam-
ilies planning the pilgrimage.
The Ministry of Minority Af-
fairs and Ministry of Foreign
Affairs need to negotiate with
Saudi for an increased quota
before Haj begins,” said Khaja
Shakeel, owner of Yaseen Over-
seas Umrah Haj Travel Agency
Services.

DEPARTURE OF PILGRIMS

“The committee has sched-
uled pilgrim departures be-
ginning April 29. Each pilgrim
is required to pay ¥3.46 lakh,
which encompasses air travel,
visa fees, ‘Qurbani’, and lodg-
ing expenses, Additionally, the
committee has received 4,000
Haj applications from neigh-
bouring states including Kar-
nataka, Andhra Pradesh, and
Maharashtra,” said Telanga-
na Haj Committee chairman
Maulana Syed Ghulam Afzal
Bivabani.
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Akasa Air launches
Easter Special Meal

GUWAHATI, April 16: Café Akasa, the onboard meal
service of Akasa Air, launched its first-ever Easter Special
Meal, marking a new addition to its monthly festive meal
series. The meal, according to a press release, features
the global flavours of Turkey Ham Hawaiian Sliders served
along with Cheese & Spinach Cutlets, an Easter Egg
Cheesecake and a beverage of choice. Designed to
celebrate the flavours of Easter, this festive offering
combines traditional ingredients with a modern twist,
offering a unigue addition to the airline’s growing
repertoire of gourmet meals and delivering a unigue
dining experience onboard. The offering is available
throughout April 2025, across the Akasa Air network and
can be prebooked on Akasa Air's website or mobile app.
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‘SpiceJet
revival going
very well’

NEW DELHI, April 16:
Domestic carrier Spice]et’s
revival plan is “going very
well” and the airline is on
track to double its current
fleet over the next 12
maonths, Chairman and Man-
aging Director Ajay Singh
said on Wednesday.

In January, Spicelet an-
nounced plans to bring back
into operations 10 of its
grounded aircraft, including
four Boeing B737 Max, by
mid-April.

The airline had said it has
added 10 planes to its fleet
since October 2024 - three
grounded aircraft that were
brought back into service
and seven inducted on lease.

SpiceJet had faced multi-
ple headwinds, including fi-
nancial woes and legal dis-
putes with lessors. In recent
months, the carrier has
raised funds and is on the
revival path. — PT1
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Indian carriers may gain
from China’s Boeing ban

EARLY INDUCTION. Beijing’s move may free up deliveries for Indian airlines

]
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

A prolonged disruption of
Boeing deliveries to China
could accelerate aircraft in-
duction plans of Indian and
global carriers with possible
reallocation of future deliv-
ery slots, said aviation
eXperts.

On  Tuesday, China
ordered its carriers to stop
taking deliveries of Boeing
aircraft, amid an escalating
trade war with the US.

According to Boeing,
Chinese airlines have a back-
log of 130 Boeing aircraft.
This includes 21 aircraft
ordered by the Hong Kong
based Cathay Pacific.

As of December 2024, Boe-
ing held 55 737 Max aircraft
built prior to 2023.

INVENTORY LEVEL

A majority of these were for
customers from China, who
had previously refused to ac-
cept the planes following
fatal crashes and regulatory

STEADY DISPATCH. Boeing delivered 18 aircraft to Chinese
carriers in the first three months of 2025 reurens

scrutinies. But inventory
level has been declining over
the past few months. The US
plane maker delivered 18 air-
craft to Chinese carriers in
the first three months of
2025, with additional aircraft
ready for delivery.

“Should the block (by
China) become more per-
manent, then it is reasonable
to assume that delivery slots
can be allocated to other op-
erators for the aircraft yet to
start final assembly as is
done on regular basis any-
way,” said Stuart Hatcher,
Chief Economist and Exec-
utive Advisor, IBA, an avi-
ation intelligence and advis-

ory company. “It is too early
to determine what will hap-
pen to those already as-
sembled though Boeing has
plenty of experience in re-
selling aircraft that are not
taken up by failed operators
but this is not a normal situ-
ation as the operators re-
main active,” Hatcher added.

Rob Morris, Global Head
of Consultancy of Cirium As-
cend, concurs. “We do know
some of the (earlier) Air In-
dia deliveries were repur-
posed from aircraft previ-
ously scheduled for China.
So Boeing may do the same
again but these are early
days. There may be short-

term opportunities but it is
very early to scale properly,”
Morris said.

PASSENGER AIRCRAFT
Among Indian carriers, Air
India, Air India Express,
Akasa Air and SpiceJet oper-
ate  Boeing-manufactured
passenger aircraft. Collect-
ively, they have a backlog of
506 Boeing aircraft.

Air India Express has been
a beneficiary of the previous
Chinese ban on Boeing air-
craft, taking delivery of 44
737 Max aircraft from Octo-
ber 2023 till now.

It expects to receive six
more planes till June end.
Akasa Air, too, is expecting a
steady stream of deliveries
this year with the improve-
ment of production rates by
Boeing.

The airline will receive its
28" aircraft this month and
will add two more by July.
“For 2025, our monthly de-
liveries to Indian customers
would average around two
per month,” Boeing India
President Salil Gupte had
said in February.
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DGCAmay
review
framework for
pilot fitness

Awviation regulator DGCA
is likely to review the
framewark in place for
pilot fitness aspects and
resporse systerm at air-
ports in case of medical
emergencies, according to
a senior official. The plan
also comes against the
backdrop of the death of
an Air India Express pilot
due to amedical condition
in the national capital ear-
lier this month soon after
operating a flight from
Srinagar.
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SpiceJet’s revival “going very
well”, airline to double fleet
in a year: CMD Ajay Singh

PT1
HEW DELH!
——

Domestic carrier Spicelet’s
revival plan is "going verywell”®
and the airline is on track o
double its current fleet over
the next 12 months, Chairman
and Managing Director Ajay
Singh said on Wednesday.

In  Janoary,  Spicefet
announced plans 1o bring back
into operations 10 of its
grounded aircraft. The aidine
had said it has added 10 planes
to its fleet since October 20:24.

Spicelet had faced multiple
headwinds, including financial

woes and legal disputes with
lessors. In recent months, the
carrier has raised funds and is
on the revival path.

Asked about Spicelet's
revival plan, Singh said, "It is
going very well and by this
time next vear we expect to
have doubled our corrent fleet
and this return to service pro-
gram that we have, all the air-
craft that are on the ground,
vet we ane doing our very best,
seems to be on track and by
the next 12 months, we will be
double of where we currently
are. The company is doing well
and reviving quite nicely”,
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India set to surpass China in air pax
traffic growth rate in 2026: ACI

PTI

HEW DELHI
—_—

India is projected to surpass
neighbouring China in air
passenger traffic growth rate
in 2026, growing at 10.5 per
cent, airports’ grouping ACI
said on Wednesday.

One of the world's fastest
civil aviation markets, India’s
air passenger traffic growth
rate is estimated at 101 per
cent this vear, lower than the
12 per cent pegged for China.
The neighbouring nation has
a much larger aviation market
compared to India

Atabriefing in the national
capital, ACI Asia Pacific &

Middle East Director General
Stefano Baronci said India isa
market that is developing and
in the process of enhancing its
infrastructure.

Airports International
Council (ACI) Asia Pacific &
Middle East represents over
600 airports in the region.

As per its projections,
India’s air passenger growth
rate will be 105 per cent in
2026.and 103 per cent in 2027
while that of China will be 88

per cent and 72 per cent,
respectively

For 2023-27, the Compound
Annual Growth Rate (CAGR)
for air passenger traffic in
India is estimated at 95 per
cent, higher than B8 per cent
for China, as per ACL

India will also be the fastest
growing aviation market glo-
bally for the 2023-2053 period
with a CAGR of 55 per cent,
while that of China will be 38
PET Cent.

Reflecting the high growth
prospects for the Indian avi-
ation market, ACI said in
2043, the country's yearly
trips per capita will be 04
compared to 01 in 2023,
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Air Kerala
targets June
takeoff

HD Bureau

Air Kerala, the state’s first
private airline, is set to co-
mmence operations in June
2025, with its inaugural fi-
ght departing from Kochi to
Thiruvananthapuram. The
airline, an initiative of Ze-
teFly Aviation, aims to offer
ultra-low-cost services co-
nnecting smaller towns in
Southand Central India.
Chairman Afi Ahmed and
CEO Harish Kutty anno-
unced that the airline has
leased three ATR 72-600 ai-
reraft from an Irish com-
pany, each with a capacity
of 72 seats, Two additional
aircraft are expected to join
the fleet soon. The com-
pany has plans to purchase
its own aircraft in the future
toexpand its services.

The airline’s primary obj-
ective is to make air travel
more accessible and aff
ordable. Fares are expected
to be slightly above the rates
of second-class  air-co-
nditioned train tickets.
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Moving closer to resuming
yatra, China flights: India

Rezaul H Laskar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India and China are
making preparations for resum-
Ing the annual Kailash-Mansaro-
var Yatra, which has not been
held since 2020, and are engaged
in technical consultations for
restarting direct flights, the
external affairs ministry said on
Thursday.

The pilgrimage to Mount Kai-
lash and Mansarovar Lake in
China's Tibet Autonomous
Region and direct flights, which
have both been suspended since
2020 because of a protracted
military face-off on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC), are among
confidence-building measures
being discussed by the two sides
since they reached an under-
standing on disengagement of
troops last October.

NEW DELHI: India on Thurs-
day rubbished Pakistan
Army chief General Asim
Munir's remarks deseribing
Kashmir as the “jugular vein™
of Pakistan and said Islama-
bad’s only link with Jammu
& Kashmir is the vacation of
illegally oceupied parts of the
Union territory.

“How can anything for-

India dismisses Pakistan army
chief's comments on Kashmir

eign be there in a jugular
vein?” external affairs minis-
try spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said.

“This [Jammu & Kashmir|
is & union territory of India.
Its only relationship with
Pakistan is the vacation of
illegally occupied territories
by that country,” Jaiswal
added. 4PE

“We will soon issue a notice
for the public regarding the Kai-
lash-Mansarovar Yatra. Thereis
a possibility of the yatra starting
soon,” external affairs ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
told a weekly media briefing.

“The yatra will happen this
year and we are making prepara-
tions. More information will be
put out for the public soon,” he
said. "We are taking forward
talks with China on different

continued on -¥13

MANSAROVAR YATRA
Issues |and| there s an expecta-
tion that the Kaflash-Marsarovar
Yaitra will start soon.”

People fimiliar with the maiter
safd on condition of anonymity
that & formal notification about
the pilgrimage, which s con-
ducted by the extermal affairs min-
Istry, is expected withina week.

HT first reported on Wednes-
iy that India and China are close
toan understanding on resuming
the pllgrimage as the wo sides
ocontinue the process of normalis-
Ing ties after the more than four-
year standoff on the LAC. Two
days after the understanding on
disengapement of forces in Octo-
ber 2024, Prime Minister Naren-
chrn Modi and President X1 Jinping
met i the Russian city af Kazan
and decided to revive several
mechanisms toaddress the border
dispute and 1o normalise relations.

Jaiswal said the two sides
agreed in principle to restart direct
Mights when forelgn secretary
Vikram Misri visited Beifing in
Januury for talks with Chinese vice
foreign minister Sun Weidong,
"The technical teams on both sides
are¢ looking into the technical
arrangements for the Mght servi-
ces o resume,” he said.

The technical authorites of
bath sides are negotiating an
“updated framework™ that is nesd
to begin direct Qights. “The rwo
civil aviation authorities have met
and are discussing the relevam
modalities. including the updated
framework,” sald Jaiswal who
didn’t give a timeling for complet-
Ing this process but added that
“things are moving in the right
direction”. Jalswal responded 10
mnother question about India and
China enhancing trade refations
bry saying that the nwo sides had
apreed during Misd's visit In Janu-
ary to “resume extant dialogue
mechanlsms  for functional
exchanges in a step-by-step marn-
et o adidress each other's priority
areas of interest and concern”.

He added, “Specific concerns in
the economic and trade areas,
Including India’s trade deficit, will
be discussed through relevant
miechanisms with a view to resoh-
Ing these Issues and promoting
long-term policy transparency and
predictability.”

India has significant concems
about 1ts growing trade deficit
with China, which Is nearing a
record SH00 billion in FY25. Indian
officials had Nagoed kssoes such as
non-ariffbarriers and difficulties
Inaccessing Chinese markets
before the start of the standoff on
thie LAC, which ook hilateral rela-
tions to thelr lowest point in six
devades.
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India, China likely
to resume direct
flights, Kailash yatra

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

DIRECT flights between India
and China may resume soon as
both countries are actively
working on the necessary tech-
nical arrangements to restart
the operations. “At a broad lev-
el, both countries have agreed
in principle to resume flight op-
erations,” MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal told reporters
on Thursday.

“The technical teams on
both sides are looking
into the specific ar-
rangements needed
for flight services to
resume,” he added.

DGCA and its Chi-
nese counterpart have
held discussions and are
working on updating the op-
erational framework. Direct
flights between the two coun-
tries had been suspended since
early 2020 following the Cov-
id-19 outbreak and clashes
along the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC).

Before the suspension, sev-
eral airlines operated flights
weekly, connecting major Indi-
an and Chinese cities. In Janu-
ary this year, India and China
agreed in principle to resume

direct flights. However, some
unresolved issues remain. Civil
Aviation Secretary Vumlun-
mang Vualnam earlier this
week said the talks were still at
a preliminary stage and no spe-
cifie timeline for resumption
had been decided.

Meanwhile, China is encour-
aging Indian travellers to visit
the country. Chinese Ambassa-
dor to India Xu Feihong recent-
ly announced that over 85,000

visas had been issued to Indi-
an citizens between Janu-
ary 1 and April 9 this
year. “Welcome more
Indian friends to visit
China and experience
an open, safe, sincere
and friendly China,”
Xu posted on X.

Both sides are also work-
ing on resumption of the Kai-
lash Mansarovar Yatra that
was suspended since 2020.
Jaiswal said the government
may soon issue a public notice,
hinting at its likely revival.

The resumption of the pil-
grimage is seen as one of sev-
eral confidence-building
measures discussed after In-
dia and China reached a disen-
gagement agreement in
October 2024,
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k€ By this time next year we '

expect to have doubled
) our current fleet. The
company is doing well
’ and reviving quite nicely

SpiceJet chairman and managing
director Ajay Singh
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DGCA may allow
arts, commerce +2
pass to turn pilots

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Class 12 pass-
outs from arts and com-
merce streams may soon be
allowed to become commer-
cial pilots in India. In a ma-
jor reform, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) is considering re-
moving the current eligibili-
ty requirement of a student
having physics and maths in
class 12 for commercial pilot
licence (CPL) training. Of
course, medical fitness cri-
teria will remain forall.

In India, this field has
been open only for science
and maths students since
mid-1990s. Before that,
class 10th pass was the only
educational reguirement
for doing CPL.

“Once finalised, this rec-
ommendation will be sent to
the Union aviation ministry
When thev approve it, CPL
training will be open for eligi-
ble students across streams,”
said people in the know.

Veteran pilot Captain
Shakti Lumba, who retired as
IndiGo VP-flight operations
and headed Alliance Air be-
fore that, says no country oth-

FLYING HIGH

er than India has the require-
ment of physics and maths at
class 12 level as eligibility cri-
teria for CPL training. “This
is an archaic requirement.
The physics and maths
taught in 12th is not needed by
pilots, They already have the
required understanding of
these subjects from whatever
they have studied in junior
classes,” he said,

Several flying school op-
erators also questioned the
current rule,

Now, finally this condi-
tion may go as the aviation
ministry islooking at various
options to streamline pilot
training in India to meet the
manpower requirement of
its booming airline industry,
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FIRST FLIGHT LANDS IN AMRAVATI

BTl
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SOARING HIGH: The inaugural commercial flight from Mumbai gets
a ceremanial water cannon salute upon its arrival at Amravati
Airport that kickstarted operations on Wednesday. CM Devendra
Fadnavis said a pilot training school, which will come up at Amravati
airport by early next year, will be the bigpgest in south Asia
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