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DIAL cries foul over
flight ops from Hindon

Delhi HC refuses to grant interim relief, but agrees to hear plea

BEATINI MISHRA
K Delbi, T7 March

he Delhi High Cowrt on
T.Hnl:dn}'m’useﬂm grant the

GME Group-lad Delhi
Intemarional Alrpon  Limited
(DAL} amy Inrerim relief on its plea
challenging the operation of com-
mercial fighes from Findon airport
In Ghaziabad. The courr, however,
agread o hear DIAL'S plea and
sought a response from the central
povernment and the Alrports
Authodty of India (AAT) within two
wesks, The case will next be heand
at the end of March

DHAL, which runs Indira Gandhi
Intermsativaal Adnpaort (BGLA) In Mew!
Dredhil, s a jolne venmre, formed as
a consortium  berween GMR
Abrports Limited (64 per cent), AAL
(26 per cent], and Fraporm AG
Frankfurt  Alrport  Services
Wintkdwide {10 per centl.

Senlor  advocate  Maninder
Singh, who appeared for DIAL,
argued that the Centre's decision to
commence fight operations from
an airport within an serial distance
of 150 kilometres of 1G] alrport was
i viodathon of the aviation palicy
and the “STate SUPMOeT SEreement
berween them. He said unbess IGI
alrport reached lis satmiration, there
wadian obdigation on the surhorities

CASE FILE

m[elhi HC seeks response
from central government,
Airports Authaority of India
WAL alleges Cantre has
breached the aviation palicy

o ensure no other alrport was
allowed 1o opersts near i, as o
wirild make the former unvizble.

In its response, the central goy-
ernment sajd rhat stopping com-
mercial flights that currently oper-
ate from Hindon alrport would
impact the passensgers, and there-
fore should beallowed to contlnue
for v, The Ghaziabad-based adr-
port operares over 120 commercial
Mights weekly, the Centre
Infornsed the cowurt.

Monday's plea i the thind time
DIAL has moved againss the Unlon
government with a stmilar plea.

In 2023, DAL had withdrasm
les first plea, saying it needed 1o

by aliowing operation of
commerdial flights from
Hindon airpart in Ghaziabad
B{entre says stopping
commercdial flights from

the airport weould impact
passengars

add certain factsto I plea. A sec-
ondd plea with similar prayer was
also withdrawn by the company
in Janoary 3025 as DIAL todd the
court It wanted the ‘lberty to
make representacion ro the Centre
and the AAL

GMER did not responid 1o queHes
sepking s response on the Two
Inszances af it withdrawing the
pleas moved before the Dalhi HC.

DIAL filed the latest plea in
Janary 324, saying the Centre’s
October 2023 decision to expand
Hindon's operations was “unfair,
arbitrary, and commercially
unfeaciba”.

(With inputs frome PTI
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Hindon Airbase
Use for Flights:
HC seeks Reply

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court on Monday sought re-
sponses from the ministry of
civil aviation, the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)and
others on a petition by GMR-
led Delhi International Air-
port Ltd (DIAL) against the
government’s decision to
start commercial flight ope-
rations from Hindon Air For-
ce Station in Ghaziabad.

The AAI had earlier rejec-
ted the representation of DI-
AL, citing policy decision.

Justice Sachin Datta pos-
ted the matter for further he-
aringon April 28.

DIAL had challenged the
government’s decision to al-
low the AAI to convert Indi-
an Airforce Station at Hin-
don into a full-fledged air-
port and commence com-

mercial flight operations
there.—Indu Bhan
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HC ISSUES NOTICE
IN DIALS PLEA ON
FLIGHT OPS FROM
HINDON AIRPORT

Shruti Kakkar
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
on Monday issued notice in a
petition filed by Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Limited (DIAL),
challenging the Centre’s decision
to permit Airport Authority of
India (AAI) to commence com-
mercial flight operations from
the Hindon Air Force Station in
Ghaziabad.

In October 2023, the Centre
had permitted AAI to begin flight
operations from Hindon, and the
authority asked airline operators
to introduce flight operations
from the station. The Centre,
represented by solicitor general
Tushar Mehta, submitted that
operations at the airport had
commenced from April last year.

A bench of justice Sachin
Datta asked the Centre and AAI
to file its response and fixed
April 28 as the next date of hear-
ing. “Issue notice. Let the reply
be filed within a period of two
weeks by the respondent. List on
April 28," the court said in its
order. The court also asked Cen-
tre and AAI to file response in
another plea by DIAL against
AAT's order of refusing to recon-
sider its decision of commencing
full-fledged commercial opera-
tions.
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In-principle nod for
airport at Parandur
likely to come in April

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

The in-principle approval
for the Parandur airport
project is likely to be grant-
ed in April.

Once the in-principle
approval has been granted,
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment can take steps to
commence the construc-
tion.

The Steering Committee
meeting was held in New
Delhi last week with offi-
cials from the Tamil Nadu
government, the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, and the
Airports Authority (AAI);
and extensive discussions
were held.

Ofhcials of the State go-
vernment were tight-
lipped about the meeting.

Minutes of meeting
But sources said that Tamil

Nadu has been awaiting

Once the in-principle
approval has been
granted, the govt. can
take steps to begin
the construction

the minutes of the meeting
from the Ministry of Civil
Aviation. “The approval
may be granted in April,”
said a source in New Delhi.

Tender documents
Tamil Nadu Industrial De-
velopment  Corporation
(TIDCO) has readied the
tender documents, and it
is likely to be floated short-
ly after the approval is gi-
ver.

If the State government
manages to start the con-
struction next year, then
the first phase of the pro-
ject will be up and running
for air passengers in five
years.
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HC Seeks Govt Stand

On Commercial Ops

From Hindon Airport

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Courton Monday so-
ught the govt's stand on a plea filed by Delhi
International Airport Ltd (DIAL), which
operates IGI Airport, challenging the nod by
authorities to begin commercial flights
from the Hindon airportin Ghaziabad.

Justice Sachin Datta issued notice on
thetwopetitionsfiled by DIALand granted
two weeks to the govt and the Airport Aut-
hority of India (AAI) tofile their response.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, repre-
senting the government, informed the co-
urt that over a hundred flights were sche-
duled to depart weekly from the “functio-
nal” Hindon airport, with tickets already
sold, stressing that monopolisation of the
airspace is not allowed.

Senior Advocate Maninder Singh, who
represented DIAL, argued that the govt's de-
cision to begin flight operations from an air-
port within an aerial distance of 150 kilo-
metres of IGI airport is in violation of the
policy and the “state support agreement”
between them. He contended unless the 1GI
airport reached its saturation, there rema-
ins an obligation on the authorities to ensu-
renootherairport isallowed to operate near
it as it would make the former unviable.

DIAL inits pleaargued that the govt took
the decision “unilaterally and in undue has-
te” in Oct 2023 to start commercial flights
from Hindon, without even giving an oppor-
tunity of hearing. Claiming that a defence
aerodrome, such as Hindon, could not be
considered an airport for civilian use, the
plea said the govt failed to record any reason
for necessitating use of the military airfield

DIAL argued that govt took the
decision ‘unilaterally and in undue
haste’ in Oct 2023 to start
commercial flights from Hindon,
without even giving it an
opportunity of hearing

to operate commercial flights.

The petitioner said at present, the IGI
airport was “far from reaching its satura-
tion” and was further expanding to opera-
te at a capacity of 109 million passengers
perannum. Thedecision, itadded,failed to
consider that a new airport is already be-
ing developed at Jewar, Noida, which too is
within 150 kilometres of the IGIA.

“Thedecisionfailstoconsiderthatallo-
wing Hindon Airforce Station to be used
for scheduled commercial operations to
cater to the same catchment area even be-
fore IGIA and the airport at Jewar reach
their saturation capacity, would seriously
impactthe viability of IGIA,” itsubmitted.

It would not only be detrimental to the
existing airport, i.e., IGIA but also render
the upcoming airport at Jewar, Noida and
Hindon Airforce Station (if permitted to
be developed into a new airport providing
scheduled airtransportservices)unviable
as it would result in three weak airports,
with all competing and eating into the re-
venues of each other, the plea contended.

The petition said as per the state support
agreement between the authorities and DI-
AL, the latter had the “right of first refusal”
with respect to any second airport within
the 150 kilometre radius of the IGI airport.
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Reforms have made India attractive: Boeing

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: American aero-
spacemajor Boeing will incre-
ase its sourcing from India,
which is currently at Rs 10,000
crore annually from about 320
suppliers here, as it emerges
from its worst ever crisis.
While Indian airline custo-
mers will get two aircraft per
month this vear and next, its
plans for India go beyond pla-
nes. Boeing's senior VP Bren-
dan NelsonisinIndiaandsha-
red with TOI the company’s
plans here. Excerpts:

Indian airlines have been
facing along wait for Boe-
ing planes. Do you have any
good news for them?

On the commercial side, our
deliveries are increasing., We-

‘recappedat38amonthonthe
B737 MAX (which accounts
for a lion’s share of orders in
India) by the FAA. We expect
to getto 38 amonth in the first
half of this year. Thatisall be-
ing determined by absolutely
ensuring the quality and the
safety of the products that we-
're producing.

We are confident B787 Dre-
amliner production will incre-
ase from five a month to seven.
That is good news for Indian
customers both on the 737 and
the 787. Air India will get some
of the ordered wide body air-
craft over the next two years.

Boeing completed the
flight procedures for the
upcoming Greater Noida
and Navi Mumbai
airports with AAlL. What
are the otherareas you

Strengthening our

presence in India and
supporting India's strength,
strengthens us in the US. Good
for Boeing and good
for the bilateral
relationship

= Brendan Nelson
- Senior VP,
Boeing

are working on here?

Linking of airports and the
relationship between air-
ports — primary, secondary,
regional and soon —isagood
illustration of where an ori-
ginal equipment manufactu-
rer's commitment to a count-
rv really lies. Selling com-
mercial airplanes and defen-
ce platforms is extremely
important. But if that is all

we do for India, then we are
not serving India’s interests.

We have eight decades of
partnership with India. We
don’t see India as a transactio-
nal relationship. So these in-
vestments In airports; trai-
ning of pilots, technicians,
ground crews; MROs; in our
JV Tata Boeing Aerospace; on
the Apaches: in Boeing Engi-
neering India Technology
Centre in Bangalore and
Chennai are critically impor-
tant investment in India’s fu-
ture and through it of course
in Boeing's future.,

What are your plans to
grow sourcing of goods and
services fromindia?

We've got about 320 suppliers
in India who provide very
high quality components and
parts. A quarter of those are

small businesses, which is al-
so extremely important. So,
the spend is about $1.3 billion
a vear on Indian suppliers.
And the extent to which that
grows will depend on how ma-
ny planes we produce. Our
backlog i1s 5,500 planes.

Indiaisanemergentsuper-
power. The reforms that have
been undertaken in India ma-
ke it a very attractive place for
companies like us. Strengthe-
ning our presence in India and
supporting India’s strength,
strengthensus in the US. Good
for Boeing and good for the bi-
lateral relationship.

Any plans to have a final
assembly lineinindia?

It will be some time before the-
re is a demand in the region to
justify the business case for a
final assembly line.
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Suspected consignment of Channa
barca fish halted at Dibrugarh Airport

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, March 16:
Forest officials today halted
the transportation of a huge
consignment of suspected
Channa Barca fish at Dibru-
garh Aarport in Mohanbar
here, which was destined for
Kolkata via flight.

The Channa barca or bar-
ca snakehead fish, which 1s
locally called ‘Cheng Garaka’,
18 a rare and endangered spe-
cies of snakehead fish, pro-
tected under Schedule 2 of
the Wildlife Protection Act,
and endemic to the upper
Brahmaputra river basin in
north-eastern India and also
in Bangladesh.

Divisional Forest Officer
Sandeep Bendi told The As-

sam Tribune that informa-
tion was receved at around
7 am regarding the transpor-
tation of suspected Channa
Barca from Mohanbari air-
port following which a team
from Dibrugarh Range head-

quarters reached the airport
and asked the Airport Au-
thority to detain the contain-
ers containing fishes. “Fish
samples have been collected
and sent for confirmation
from the expert authority.
Meanwhile, transportation is
halted until verification,” the

official mformed.

The detained fish species,
which 1s reportedly mn high
demand due to its ornamen-
tal value in national and in-
ternational markets, was also
detained earlier but that case

15 pending. The carner, who
hails from Tinsukia, howev-
er told newsmen that he has
been into the business for the
past 15 vears and clamed that
the fish detained 18 Channa
stewartti. He also said that
the earlier case 1s going on in
Gauhati High Court.
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DIAL sues govt over
flights from Hindon

New Delhi: The Delhi

International Airport Ltd is
suing the government for
allowing commercial flights
from a nearby defence
aerodrome at Hindon, legal
papers showed in a case to be
heard on Monday. The Delhi
airport will become “unviable,”
after the government
permitted commercial flights
from the airbase, DIAL said in
the March 10 lawsuit. reurers
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Mumbai’s T1to be razed
over safety concerns

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 17 March

The demolition of Terminal 1 at
Mumbai International Airport is
“necessary” to ensure public safety,
the Airports Economic Regulatory
Authority of India (AERA) has stated,
following a site visit and an IIT Bombay
audit that found corrosion, seepage and
cracks in the terminal.

Two months ago, Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL) revealed that it
had halted plans to construct a new
Terminal 4 and would instead fast-track
the refurbishment of the existing
Terminal 2. This decision followed
audits by the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and II'T Madras, which
flagged issues with the apron and board-
ing bridges.

AERA’s statement and these audit
findings come in the wake of the collapse
of Delhi Airport’s Terminal 1 canopy on
June 28 last year, which killed a cab driv-
er and injured eight people. A DGCA-
appointed expert panel later found that
flawed design, poor workmanship, and
inadequate maintenance were likely
causes of the collapse.

On March 10, AERA issued a consul-

Mezzanine floor of the existing

T1-Bbuilding SOURCE: AERA

PAGE 16
DIAL CRIES FOUL OVER COMMERCIAL
FLIGHT OPS FROM HINDON AIRPORT

tation paper as part of its process to
determine aeronautical tariffs that
Mumbai International Airport Limited
(MIAL) can collect from airlines and pas-
sengers over the next five years. Adani
Group-led MIAL, which operates
Mumbai Airport, did not respond to
Business Standard’s queries on the
matter. Turn to Page 6

reconstruction: MIAL
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AirAsia flight lands safely at RGIA

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 16

An AirAsia flight from Kuala
Lumpur to Hyderabad's
RGIA Airport encountered a
minor glitch, prompting the
pilot to seek landing support.

Officials confirmed that

Flight AK069 faced a small
issue but noted that it was
not an emergency landing.
The pilot alerted the Air
Traffic Control (ATC) as a
precaution and sought assis-
tance for a safe landing
Following stan proce-
dures, the airport authori-

ties placed the flight on local
standby, a term used for situ-
ations where support is pro-
vided but no emergency is
declared.

The aircraft landed safely
at Hyvderabad airport with-
out any issues and all pas-
sengers were safe.
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The Daily Guardian

epaper.thedailyguardian.com
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Air India Express to operate
40 weekly flights from Hindon

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Air India Express will oper-
ate 40 weekly flights from
Hindon Airport, directly
connecting five key destina-
tions--Bengaluru, Chennai,
Goa, Jammu, and Kolkata.

This is aimed at strength-
ening connectivity in the
National Capital Region
(NCR). Rammohan Naidu,
Union Minister for Civil
Aviation, inaugurated Air
India Express’s services
from Hindon Airport in
Ghaziabad.

The maiden flight on
the Kolkata-Hindon route
landed at 09:30 hrs, while
the first departure from
Hindon to Goa took off at
10:40 hrs.

As part of the celebra-
tions, the Union Minister
presented the inaugural
flight's first guest with a
commemorative boarding
pass.

With operations from
both Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (DEL) and
Hindon Airport (HDO), Air
India Express becomes the
first airline to serve the Na-
tional Capital Region from
two airports.

This strategic expansion

Rammoban Naidu,
Uniton Minister
for Civil Aviation,
inaugurated Air
India Express’s
services from
Hindon Airport
in Ghaziabad.

will serve the vast catch-
ment area of North and
East Delhi NCR, as well as
Western Uttar Pradesh.

In particular, Ghaziabad,
Meerut, Noida, besides the
key localities such as Ak-
shardham, Anand Vihar,
Chandni Chowk, Indira-
puram, [TO, Karol Bagh,
Vaishali, and beyond, will
be conveniently connected
to the new air services.

It will provide quicker ac-
cess to the National Capital
Region for those arriving
from Bengaluru, Chennai,
Goa, and Kolkata.

“The launch of services
from Hindon will comple-
ment existing operations
at Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport, reflecting
the government's vision of
expanding aviation infra-

structure to meet the grow-
ing demand for air travel,”
the civil aviation minister
said.

“As the Indian air market
erows and matures, met-
ropolitan regions can be
served by multiple airports
as we see in cities like Lon-
don, New York and Tokyo.
The services from Hindon
will complement our ex-
tensive operations from In-
dira Gandhi International
Airport, from where we
serve 18 domestic and four
international destinations,”
Aloke Singh, Managing Di-
rector, Air India Express,
said.

“As our fleet crosses the
100 aircraft mark, we con-
tinue our journey of expan-
sion and remain dedicated
to offering a seamless and
affordable flying expe-
rience across India, the
Middle East, and Southeast
Asia.” Air India Express
MD added.

Air India Express, is a
Tata Enterprise and a sub-
sidiary of Air India, oper-
ates over 400 daily flights,
connecting 39 domestic and
16 international airports,
with a fleet of 99 aircraft,
comprising 63 Boeing 737s
and 36 Airbus A320s.
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DIAL's plea against
Hindon airport use:
HC seeks govt reply

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
Mew Delhi, March 17

THEDELHIHIGH Courton Mon-
daysoughtthe Centre's replyona
plea filed by Delhi International
Airport (DIAL), which runs the
Indira Gandhi International Air-
port, against the permission
giventotheAirports Authority of
India (AAI) to start commercial
flight operations from Hindon
airportin Ghaziabad.

HCissuednotice on thetwo
pleasfiledbyDIALand granted
twoweekstothe Centreand the
AAltofile theirresponses.

Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta, appearing forthe Cen-
tre, said over a hundred flights
were scheduled to take offevery
week from the “functional”
Hindon airport, forwhich tick-
ets were sold in advance, and
monopolisation was not per-
mitted.“Letreply befiled intwo
weeks," HC said while posting
thehearing on April 28.

Senior advocate Maninder
Singh,who appeared for DIAL,
argued that the Centre’s deci-
sion to commence flight opera-
tion from an airport within an
aerial distanceof 150 kilometre
of IGlairport wasin violation of
the policy and the"state support
agreement”between them.

Hesaidunlessthe IGlairport
reached its saturation, there was
an obligation on theauthorities
to ensure no other airport was
allowed to operate near itas it
would make the former unvi-
able. DIAL's pleasaid the Centre

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

CASE FILE

& The Centre and AAl have
been granted two weeks to
file their responses

mDIAL que stions perm& g_iven
to AAl for commercial flight
operations from Hindon

mlt argues m This, it said,
that Hindon is in violation
airport is of the policy
within an and the 'state
aerial distance support pact’
of 150 kmof  between

IGl airport them

m Unless |Gl airportreaches
saturation, DIAL saysno

airport should be near it as
it would make it unviable

took the decision in October
2023 tostartcommercial flights
from Hindon "unilaterallyand
in undue haste”. Arguing that a
defence aerodrome, such as
Hindon,could notbe considered
an airport for civilian use, the
plea said the Centre failed to
record anyreason for necessitat-
inguseof the military airfield.

DIALsaid the [Glairportwas
“far from reaching its saturati-
on”and was further expanding
to operate at a capacityof 109
million perannum.

Tue,

18 March 2025
https://epaper.fin;
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New flights to
Raipur, Hyderabad
from March 30

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

With cnset of the summer
schedule from April 1, two
new flights will be intro-
duced from Bhopal to Raipur
and Hyderabad starting

Jaipur, Goa flights
to be cancelled
=g

March 30. However, flights to
Goa and Jaipur will be dis-
continued on the same date.

According to Airport Di-
rector Ramji Awasthi, the

Bhopal-Prayagraj flight via
Raipur will continue with-
out disruption.

IndiGo will operate an ad-
ditional flight on the Bhopal-

Raipur route, while the
Bhopal-Hyderabad sector,
which already has two

flights, will gain another
connection.

The cancellation of the
Bhopal-laipur flight is due to
expansion work at Jaipur
Afrport, whereas the Bho-
pal-Goa flight is being with-
drawn for  operational
reasons
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|GI GETS VIRTUAL
INFO KIOSKS FOR
FLIGHT UPDATES

NEW DELHI: Virtual information
display (VID) kiosks have been
installed at the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) airport for
passengers to get real-time
flight updates and easy naviga-
tion at the premises, Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL) announced on Monday.

The kiosks will also give first-
time flyers directions to the req-
uisite boarding gate, complete
with all amenities, shops and
kiosks on the way, officials said.

Further, the kiosks will allow
24x7 customer support through
video call. the official said. HTC
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Navi Mumbai airport
launch pushed to June

redefine connectivity and

G Mohiuddin Jeddy

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

NAVI MUMBAI: The upcoming
Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA), which was
supposed to be inaugurated in
April, will now be opened in
June, Gautam Adani, chairman
of the Adani group which is
constructing the airport, said
on Sunday.

“A glimpse into India’s avia-
tion future,” Adani said in a
post of social media platform X
on Sunday, sharing photos of
his visit to the airport. “Set for
inauguration this June, it will

growth. A true gift to India!”
The Adani group chairman
was accompanied by his wife
Priti Adani, son Jeet Adani and
daughter-in-law Diva Adani.
NMIA is a greenfield airport
aimed to help ease the burden
on Mumbai's congested Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj Inter-
national airport (CSMIA),
which is a single runway air-
port. Navi Mumbai airport is
expected to handle 10-12 mil-
lion passengers per annum,
with around 9 million domes-
tic and 3 million international
passengers. 33
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Navi Mumbai airport
launc pushed to June

Earlier launch date
was April 17; the
airport will redefine
connectivity, growth,
says Gautam Adani

G Mohiuddin Jeddy

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

NAVI MUMBAI: The upcoming
Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA), which was
supposed to be inaugurated in
April, will now be opened in
June, Gautam Adani, chair-
man of the Adani group
which is constructing the air-
port, said on Sunday.

“A glimpse into India’s avi-
ation future,” Adani said in a
post of social media platform
X on Sunday, sharing photos
of his visit to the airport. "Set
for inauguration this June, it
will redefine connectivity and
growth. A true gift to India.”
he said.

The Adani group chairman
was accompanied by his wife
Priti Adani, son Jeet Adani
and daughter-in-law Diva
Adani.

Arun Bansal, chiefl execu-
tive officer (CEQ), Adani Air-
port Holdings Lid (AAHL),
and Captain BVJK Sharma,
chief executive officer (CEQ),
Navi Mumbai International
Airport Ltd were also part of
the Adani-led team that
reviewed progress of the air-
port.

On December 29, following
the successful landing of the
first commercial flight at the
under-construction airport,
the NMIA CEO had stated that
the facility would be inaugu-
rated on April 17 and opera-
tions would begin by mid-
May.

Vijay Singhal, vice-chair-
man and managing director
of City and Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation (CIDCO),
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Adani Airport Holdings Ltd and Navi Mumbai International Airport Ltd.

‘India’s aviation future’

Gautam Adani visited the airport on Sunday to review progress of work

85% I.em.m..

work i i 1 runway and
_____ completed - 1taxiway

June; Inauguratmn

4 WEEIIS SE(unnr sweep
prior to start of commercial
operations

luly: Start of domestic

Capacity per annum
PACRY pex ﬂlghisand:argn

20 ﬂ.an
mn pax | tonne cargo

June-luly 2025:
Start of construction of terminal 2

Ynarend Start ui
international flights.

March 2029:
Dperationalisation of terminal 2

Under desfgn

which is developing the air-
port jointly with Adani Air-
port Holdings Ltd under a pri-
vate public partnership had
then said, "Operations will
begin with domestic flights
followed by international
flights around six months
later.”

With the launch date now
pushed back by nearly two
months, actual domestic
flight and cargo operations
are expected to begin only in
July once security arrange-
ments are in place.

International flights are
likely to start by the end of

the year or early next year,
said officials.

A Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Ltd spokesper-
son confirmed that the air-
port would be inaugurated in
June, but did not share any
date for commencement of
operations.
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3 airport staff arrested

for smuggling; gold
worth 8 crore seized

Manish Kumar Pathak

manish.pathaki@htlive com

MUMBAI: The Customs Depart-
ment sefzed nearly 10.5kg of gold
worth 8.5 crore from four sepa-
rate searches conducted over
Friday and Saturday at Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj Interna-
tional Airport (CSMIA). Three
airport private staff members
were searched based on suspi-
cion and later arrested for their
alleged involvement in the
smuggling.

The Customs had been keep-
ing a close watch on airport stafl
members, and based on suspi-
cion, one staff was intercepted,
said an official. Upon searching
him, they recovered six oval-
shaped capsules of 24-carat pold
dust in wax form from his pock-
ets. The capsules, around 2.8 kg,
were valued at ¥2.28 crore.

The Air Intelligence Unit
(AIL) laid a trap on Saturday and
intercepted another private staff
working at the departure area,
After searching him, the officials
found he was hiding seven oval-
shaped capsules in his under-
wear. The capsules, purported to
be gold dust in wax form weigh-
ing around 2.9 kg, were valued at

Two pouches of gold dust were
recovered from garbage bins
inside an aircraft.

¥2.36 crore, said an official.

In the third case, AIU officials
on lerﬁrhlhh.l!t intercepted a
private in the airport prem-
ises and recovered two pouches
containing gold dust in wax. The
gold, weighed around L6l kg,
was valued at .31 crore.

All three private staffers were
arrested under relevant sections
of the Customs Act, 1962 in three
separate cases. Further investi-
gation is ongoing to find the des-
tination and source of the smug-
gled gold.

In the fourth incident, based
on specific inputs, Customs offi-
cials searched garbage bins
inside am international Dight's
lavatories and pantry. They
found 3.12 kg of gold worth 3253
crore inside black garbage bags.
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24x7 live video support to 3D maps:
IGI Airport gets virtual display kiosks

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI. MARCH 17

ASMART search function to help
passengers lind specific loca-
tions within the terminal; 24x7
live vidleo support; instant Mght
details by scanning boarding
passes: 3D maps to locate
boarding gates, restaurants,
shops; and other falities: these
are some of the key featunes of
the virtual information display
(VID) kiosks that have been
launched at Terminals 1.and 3al
the Indira Gandhi Intemational
Arrport (IGLA)

The GMR's Delhi Intérna-
tianal Airport Linited (DALY
which operates the IGIA, aims
o assist passengers by
providing real-time fight up-
dates, mavigation support, and
live customer service with the
facility.

The kiosks, DIAL CEO Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar said, are de-
signed o enhance passenger ex-
perience and simplify navigation
attheairport “The VIDis notjust

The kiosks have been bunched at Terminals 1 and 3 of the
a irpurt Archiwe

a kiosk — it is a companion de-
signed to redefine how passen-
gers interact with their airport
environment,” he sid.

The kiosks also provide2 457
live video support, connecting
passEmgers 0 cusiomer senice
agents for assigance with lights,
terrmimal navigation, and general
mguines, According to DIAL this
feature is intended to provide
immediate help o travelers, par-
ticularly first-time flyers.

TheVID kiosks are positioned
at key locations, including
security checkpoints, retail aneas,
and baggage ¢ laim 20nes.

AL Terminal 3, aninitial de-
ployiment i available at the in-
ternational arrival pier, with
plans to expand based on pas-
senger feedback. DIAL stated
that future enhancements may
indude multi-language support,
EMETEENCY ASSISTANCE SeTVIces,
and WiFi acoess,
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The airport in Delhl is one of India's buslest, with
about 73.6 million passengers last year. MINT

Delhiairport
operator sues govt

he operator of the Indian capital's
T international airport, majority owned by
GME Airports, is suing the government
for allowing commercial flights from a nearby
defence acrodrome, legal papersshowed in a
case to be heard on Monday.

The airport in Delhi is one of India’s busiest,
with about 73.6 million passengers last year,
though it made a loss of $21 million because of
higher government fees.

The number of travellers using the Hindon
Airport, which Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) calls a defence aerodrome,
was about 1,400 on Sunday, according to a
post on Hindon's X account,

In the sui DIAL told the Delhi High Court
the government breached aviation rules
barring a new airport within an aerial distance
of 150km of an existing one, unless there was
passenger demand. REUTERS
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‘Navi Mumbai airport to be inaugurated in June’

The greenfield airport is being developed by N

NMIAL, which is a 74:26 joint

venture between Adani Airport Holdings Lid & CIDCO Maharashtra

MUMBAL: The upcoming Navi
Mumbai International Airport
will be inaugurated in June,
Adani Group Chairman Gau-
tam Adani said on Sunday.

Earlier, it was set for inau-
guration on April 17.

The greenfield airport —
the second such facility in the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
after the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
— is being developed by a spe-
cial purpose vehicle (SPV),
NMIAL, which is a 74:26 joint
venture between Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd (AAHL) and City
and Industrial Development
Corporation of Maharashtra
(CIDCO).

e SeEsi L

J[”!

Billionaire Gautam Adani during his visit to the Navi Mumbai
International Airport site ahead of its inauguration i

“A glimpse into Indias avi-
ation future! Visited the Navi
Mumbai International Airport

site today — a world-class
airport taking shape. Set for

inauguration this June, it will

redefine connectivity & growth.
A true gift to India!” Adani said
in a post on X.

“Kudos to the Adani Air-
ports team & partners for mak-
ing this vision a reality,” he
further said in the post.

Earlier, late last December,
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd
CEO Arun Bansal had told the
media that “our ambition is to
do the commercial inaugura-
tion of the airport by April 177

Navi Mumbai International
Airport with two runways and
four terminals will have a capac-
ity to cater to 90 million pas-
sengers per annum once all the
five phases of the projects are
completed. Pl
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IGI Airport introduces
kiosks to assist travellers

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE & New Dethi

A smart search application to
help passenpers locate specific
areas within the airport termi-
nal MxT live video support, in-
stant fMight details by scanning
boanding passes, and 3-D maps
tolocate boarding gates, restan-
rants, shops, and other facili-
ties: these are some of the key
featuresof the virtual informa-
tion display (VID) Kiosks
launched ot the Indira Gandhi
International Adrport (TGLA).
Delhi International Alrport
Limited (DIAL), that manages
the 1GLA, anounced the launch
on Manday in a first-of-its-Kind
initiative in the countey
Thissophisticated passenper
service has been introduced at
Terminals T and IIT of Delhi
Alrport to enhance conven-
ience, provide instant support,
and ersure informed trovel.
The VID Kiosks will make
every part of a passenger's
journey smoother, smarter, and
more intultive than ever before,
the airport authaority said,
DIAL =said VID kiosks aim to
assist passenpers by providing
real-time flight updates, navi-
gation support, and live cus-

tomer serviee with the Facility

The kiosks also provide 24x7
live video support, connecting
passengers tocustomer service
agents for assistance with
flights. terminal navigation,
and peneral inguiries. As per
DIAL, the Kiosks are especially
beneficial for first time flyers,

The kiosks are positioned at
key locations, including secu-
rity checkpoints, retail areas,
and bagpage claim zones

At Terminal 3, an Initial de-
ployment is available at the in-
ternational arrival pier, with
plans to expand based on pas-
senger feedback. DIAL stated
thait Miure enhancem ends may
include multl-language sup-
port, emergency assistance
services, and Wi-Fi access,
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Airport duty-free bustles after floor tweak

SANIAY MANDAL

Calcutta: The duty-live area
of the Calcutta airport’s in-
ternational section, usually
sleepy because of a lack of
flights and passerigers, is loak-
Ing busy because of a tweak in
the floar plan

Caleutta alrport officials
said the secur ty-hold area of
the international section, like
the domestic area, is changing.
The expansion wark is under
way,

“The work to refurbish
the security-hold area of the
international section started
in November lasi year, and we
plan to complete it by Decem-
ber 2025, The design is being
tweaked to accommodate
muore commercial stores and
additiona] seating for passen-
gers,” sald Calcutta alrport di-
rector Pravat Ranjan Beuria

Metro spoke (o atrport of-
ficlals and passengers to find
oul how the changes were af-
fecting them
Expansion plan
The security hold area of the
international section is now
10,324 square metres. [t will be
Incressed (o 10,584 sq m atilie
ing some of the unused spaces,
sald Beuria

“The existing security
check-in counters would be
shifted as part of the refur
bishing plan. The area where
the security check-in coumers
are will have more comumer-
clal stores, including retail
and food and beverages,” said
Beuria

“It will also have maore
seits for pussengers,” he said,

New security cheeck-in
counters are belng bullt near
the duty-iree iquor store

However, the number of
boarding gates is not increas
ing in the international area
saitl an airport official

The security hold area of
the domestic section 1 belng
increased, sald the airport di-
Pecinr

Thedomestic ssourity hold
area is being increassd from

13 B0 s o bn 14,100 8q m o ac
oo mmodn e more passenger
On avernge, Caleuiia air-
pori's domestic section has
around 30,000 passengers
doparting every day on 185
flighis. In comparisan, the in-
ternational saction handles
around 2,500 departing pos
sengers an 19 11ghts

The good
Alrport officials said the retail

stores like those of perfumes,
which were sarlier spread
over & large area and hence
often not visited by many pas-
sengers, have been consaolidat
od Into a smaller area in front
ol the lonnge and the Biswa
Bangla store.

“The number of interna
tional passengers is very few
Omn bop of that, most of thess
stores were spread thin across
a Jarge ares and so, they would

mostly be emply or closed,”
audd] an adrport official
“However, because of the
change in the floor plan of the
security hold area. some pop
up stores have boen cnsated,
and all the retall stores have
been hrought into a consoli-
dabed area, which is giving lta
busy look,” he said.
Alshwaryva Mukhopa-
dhyay, pursuing her PhD at
Oxfird University, was pleas-

untly surprised when she was
mking a flight from Caleutiate
Dubsai and onwards to London
I the first week of March

“Usually, I find the du
tv-fre aren dirk and dim, and
most stores are shut. There
usad to be anly a few oplions,
and those were for Hquor
and chocolates,” said Muk-
hopadhyay, whe travels [re-
quently betwesn Calcutta and
London,

This time. she deposit
od her carry-on sultcase as
checked-in luggape

“1 was pleasantly sur-
prised to see a lol of small re-
tail stores and a bustling du-
Iyl perfiome store. [ bought
ahandbag” she sabd

*There were three such
stores, including the Biswa
Bangla one, and all of them
were crowded,” she sald

There §8 & coffiee shop and
o hair.

“Enrlier, eating used to be
a huge problem in the Inter-
national security hold area
ns there wers not enough op
tions, This time, | had cofTee
and french Cries,” sald Muk-
hopadiyay.

The not so good

The liguor and chocolate
stores, however, are presently
ot of bounds for same passen-
gers because of the renovation
work.

"The area near the du
ty-free lguor store has been
cordoned off and many
passengers are now unable
I s the store. So, the sales
there have gone down,” said
anofficial

A passenger sald he had
planned io buy bguor on his
way o Singapore but was un
able io do 50 because he could
ol fine thie s tore

“The area is cordoned off
temporarily because of the
renovation work. The new se-
curity check-in counters are
being built there Once the
counters becoms operational,
the liguar store will be easi-
or jo acoess,” sald an alrport
official,
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Use virtual info kiosks
for flight updates at IGI

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Virtual infor-
mation display (VID) kiosks,
which aim to make a pas-
senger’'s journey smoother
and smarter, have been laun-
ched at IGI Airport, Delhi In-
ternational Airport Limited
(DIAL) said on Monday. VID

DIGITAL ASSISTANT

kiosks, installedat T1and T3,
will offer real-time flight up-
dates with a simple scan of
the boarding pass.

After a passenger arrives
at terminals 1 or 3, instead of
searching for help or missing
aflightupdate, they cansimp-
ly visitavirtual assistant rea-
dy to guide them through eve-
ry step of their journey.
“With intuitive 3D maps and
live location tracking, navi-
gating through the terminal
becomes effortless. Passeng-

ers can easily find their boar-
ding gate, discover the nea-
rest restaurants, shops or
amenities, and explore the
airport like never before,”
the airport operator stated.
One of the most exciting
features of VID Kkiosks is the-
ir 24/7 live video support, DI-
AL said. If a passenger hasa
question, needs help, or just
feels unsure, VID connects
him instantly to a customer
service agent via a video call.
“Whetheritisflight assistan-
ce, navigating the terminal
or inquiring about services,
this direct connection ensu-
res passengers are never left
inthedark,” it pointed out.
VID will serve as the ulti-
mate guide to first-time flyers
who often face challenges
from locating the right gates
tounderstandingairport offe-
rings. Passengers can simply
scan their boarding pass and
Instantly receive flight upda-
tes, gate directions and even a
downloadable airport map.
DIAL CEO Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar said, “VID is not
just a kiosk, it is a compa-
nion designed to redefine
how passengers interact
with their airport environ-
ment. It is another step to-
wards transforming the air-
port experience, making it
simpler, smarter and more
seamless for passengers.”

18 MARCH 2025
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Navi Mumbai
airport to be
inaugurated in
June, says Adani

New Delhi: Navi Mumbai
International Airport will
be inaugurated in June, said
Gautam Adani, chairmanof
Adani Group building this
upeoming hub, on Sunday af:
ter visiting the site.

An alrport gets operatio-
nal a month or so after ri-
bbon cutting as multiple
agencies, including security,
and stakeholders, like airdi-
nes, start setting up systems
after inauguration, reports
Saurabh Sinha, Goa's Mo-
pa airport, for instance, was
inaugurated on Dec 11, 2022,
Domestic flights there star-
ted on Jan b, 2023, and inter-
national ones on July 21,
2023, NMIA has the option of
starting with domestic
fMights first if the airport
gets operational in a month
after the inauguration or
with both domestic and in-
ternational flights in case
the wait is slightly longer to
avoid further delay. P6
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Navi Mumbai international airport to
be maugurated in ]une, says Adani

Saurabh.Sinha

inaugurated in May Since

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA)
will be inanguwrated in June,
Gautam Adani, chairman of
Adani Group that is building
this upcoming hub, said on
Sunday after visiting the site,

An airport gets operation-
al a month or so after the rib-
bon cutting as multiple agen-
cies, including security, and
stakeholders, like airlines,
start setting up systems after
inauguration, a process which
takes time,

Goa'ssecond airport at Mo-
pa, for instance, was inaugu-
rated on Dec11, 2022, Domestic
flights there started on Jan 5,
M2y, and international ones
om July 21, 2023, NMIA has the
option of starting with domes-
tic flights first if the airport
gets operational in a month or
so after the inanguration or

Adani Group chairman Gautam Adani poses for a picture during his visit
to the Navi Mumbai international airport (NMIA) site on Sunday

with both domestic and inter-
national fights in case the
wait is slightly longer to avoid
furtherdelay in the latter

“..a worldclass airport
(is) taking shape. Set for inau-
guration this June, it will rede-
fine connectivity and growth.
A true gift to India! Kudos to

the Adani Airports team and
partners for making this vi-
sion a reality,” Adani said ina
social media post.

The Union aviation minis-
try had recently reviewed pro-
gress at the Navi Mumbai and
Greater Noida airports that
were initially expected to get

both these secondary airports
still need more work, the same
will now happen a little later
this summer. It is learnt in Na-
vi Mumbai’s case, there was
work remaining on the termi-
nal side and taxiways among
other areas,

Originally NMIA was to
start operations with a capaci-
ty of one crore passengers an-
nually In July 2021, the Adani
Group took over the manage-
mentcontrol of Mumbai Inter-
national Airport Lid (MIAL),
which had won the bid to build
NMIA. On his first site, Adand
had directed that NMLA open
with double the capacity and
50 it is now going toopen witha
terminal that can handle two
crore passengers annually

“Adani visited the upcom-
ing NMIA In Navi Mumbai
and reviewed the progress of
the project,” said a NMIA spo-
kesperson,
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Work remaining on NMIA
terminal side and taxiways

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In a social media
post on Sunday after visiting
the Navi Mumbai Internatio-
nal Alrport (NMILA) site, Gua-
tam Adani, chairman of Ada-
ni Group that is building this
upcoming hub, said, “..a
world-class airport (is) ta-
king shape. Set for inaugura-
tion this June, it will redefine
connectivity and growth, A
true gift to India! Kudos to the
Adanl Alrports team and
partners for making this vi-
sionareality”

The Union aviation mini-
stry had recently reviewed
progress at the Navi Mumbai
and Greater Noida airports
that were initially expected to
get inaugurated in May. Sinee
both these secondary air.
ports still need more work,
the same will now happen a
little later this summer It is
learnt in Navi Mumbai's ca-
se, there was work remaining
on the terminal side and taxi-
waysamong other areas,

Originally, NMIA was to
start operations with a capa-
city of one crore passengers
annually,

In July 2021, the Adani
Group took over the manage-
ment control of Mumbai In-
ternational Airport Ltd (MI-
AL), which had won the bid to
build NMIA. On his first site,
Adani had directed that
NMIA open with double the
capacity and so it is now go-
ing to open with a terminal
that can handle two crore pas-
sengers annually

“Adani visited the upeo-
ming NMIA in Navi Mumbai
and reviewed the progress of
the praject. The project isona
fast-track course for comple-
tion and is set for inaugura-
tion in June 2025. Priti Adani;
Jeet Adani and Diva Adani;
Adani Adrport Holdings Ltd
CED Arun Bansal and NMIA
CEO B V.J K Sharma partici-

Mrs courtesy: Gautum Adsni's X accosnt
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pated in the review. The team
from NMIAL and representa-
tives from partner and stake-
holder companies were also
present. The Navi Mumbai
International Airport once
ready will redefine connecti-
vity and growth in the re-

glon," said a NMIA spoke-
sSperson.

The upcoming Navi Mum-
hai International Airport
will be developed in multiple
phases and reach a capacity
of nine crore passengers an-
nually inabout a decade.
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“120 more locations under
UDAN scheme in 10 years’
|

New Delhi: The government
plans to add 120 new locations
through the UDAN scheme in
the next 10 years and aims to
connect 4 crore people
through it, Minister of Civil
Aviation Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu informed the Rajya
Sabha. “"We have almost given
1.5 crore people of the county
the benefits due to the UDAN
scheme,” the Minister told the
House. e
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FLY91 completes one
year, to raise fleet size
to 10 by March next

Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Goa-based regional airline
FLY91 plans to increase its
fleet size to 10 in a year from
now with a mix of owned and
leased planes, Managing Dir-
ector & Chief Executive Of-
ficer Manoj Chacko said.

FLY91, which began com-
mercial operations on March
18 last vyear, has three
ATR-72 aircraft and is due to
receive its fourth one in May.
Both the third and fourth air-
craft are owned by the air-
line, giving it better control
over its costs.

Chacko did not disclose
how the airline financed the
acquisition but said it has
zero debt on its books.

FIRST YEAR OPS

“We are very happy with our
performance. Our product
has been well received by our
customers. Our flights are
generating healthy loads and
revenue. While there have
been some delays in aircraft
induction due supply chain
issues, our focus in the first
year has been on getting the
basics of operations and
business right. We will start
scaling up in the second
year,” he said.

FLY91’s first year of oper-
ations marks a remarkable
journey to transform do-
mestic air travel, added Har-
sha Raghavan, Managing
Partner of private equity
firm Convergent Finance, a
majority investor in the
airline.

“We have raised 250
crore of equity and have al-
ternative financing lines
available. We have noneed to
raise additional funds for ex-
pansion,” Raghavan stated.

Last March, the airline in-
dicated it would have six

planes in a vear. Growth,
however, has been slow. At
present, the airline is operat-
ing a curtailed schedule with
two of its planes unavailable
due to maintenance and reg-
ulatory approval reasons.

EXPANSION PLANS
Chacko said the airline used
the lean period of February
and March for scheduled
heavy maintenance checks
on its aircraft.

“The induction of the
fourth aircraft in the sum-
mer season will enable us to
add additional destinations
and daily flights,” Chacko
said.

At present, FLY91 oper-
ates 12-16 flights covering
six destinations. From mid-
May, it will have 24 daily
flights.

“We plan to increase
flights to Sindhudurg and
Lakshadweep and launch
new destinations, such as
Solapur and  Hubbali,”
Chacko said.

According to aviation sec-
tor experts, the challenge for
FLY91 will be quick expan-
sion and competition from
existing and new players.

While start-ups like Air
Kerala and Al Hind Air are
waiting in the wings, FLY91
also faces competition on
routes like Hyderabad-Goa
and Pune-Goa from IndiGo
and other carriers. FLY91 is
also no longer flying to
Bengaluru, which was its
first destination.
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Govt to issue show cause
notice to Air India
I

New Delhi: Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjarapu Rammaohan
Naidu on Monday informed the
Rajya Sabha that the Ministry
was looking into the complaint
against Air India for not
providing a pre-booked
wheelchair to an 82-year-old
woman passenger at Delhi
airport, and a show cause
notice will be issued to the
airline. en
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Spicelet founder
Ajay Singh to infuse
T294 cr into airline

Promoter group's holding will increase to over33%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 17 March

piceJet on Monday said
S its founder Ajay Singh

(pictured) will infuse
294 crore into the airline
through a promoter group
entity by way of conversion of
warrants into equity shares,
following which promoter
group’s shareholding will
increase to over 33 per cent.

He also offloaded around
20 million shares of the com-
pany for90 crore through an
open market transaction.

According to the bulk deal
data on the BSE, Ajay Singh,
who is also the chairman and
managing director of the
budget airline, sold 20 million
shares or 1.6 per cent stake of
SpiceJetat an average price of
%45 apiece, taking the trans-
action value to 390 crore.

Singh, also the Chairman
and Managing Director of the
carrier, will be infusing the
funds through Spice
Healthcare.

In a release on Monday,
SpiceJet said Singh will infuse
%294.09 crore into the com-
pany through the conversion
of 13,14,08,514 warrants into
an equivalent number of
equity shares (131.4 million
equity shares).

STACK UP

Shareholding
pattern

(As on Dec31,
2024)

HOW THEY Dlls ﬁ ‘F 1.69 Others

(orporate

holding —

Promoters

STAKE
IN %

FPIs J L Retail & HNI

FLIGHT PATH

m Ajay Singh is selling upto 31.5
million equity shares of the airline

m Proceeds will be utilised to
enable Spice Healthcare to
partially fund the balance of
75 per centof the amount

m He said the investment
will further strengthen

the airline's financial
position and drive
growth

“This strategic move will
increase the consolidated
shareholding of the promoter
group in SpiceJet from the
current 29.11 per cent to 33.47
per cent,” the release said.

Besides, Singh is selling up
to 31.5 million equity shares
of the airline and the proceeds
will be utilised to enable Spice

Healthcare to partially fund
the balance of 75 per cent of
the amount at the time of
allotment of the equity shares
pursuant to exercise of option
to convert the said warrants.

Singh said the investment
will strengthen the airline's
financial position and drive
growth.
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PSU Oilcos See Fall
in Diesel, ATF Sales:

Petrol Up in March

OurBureau

New Delhi: State-run oil compani-
es have registered a decline in die-
sel and jet fuel or aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) sales this month even as
petrol sales have increased.

Sales of diesel and jet fuel fell 3.7%
and 2.1%, respectively, vear on year
in thefirst fortnight of March, accor-
ding to industry data. Petrol sales ro-
se 3.6% while LPG Increased 1.5%.

Compared to thefirst half of Febru-
ary, sales of all four fuels declined in
March —diesel by 5%, petrol by 3.3%,
jetfuel by 2.7%,and LPG by 4.5%.

These data represent sales only by
state companies, which have about
90% share of the fuel market.

Sales growth in petrol in March is
similar to the growth of 3.8% witnes-
sed in the first half of March 2024
while LPG's muted growth of 1.5% is
partly due to high base in the previo-
us vear. The cooking fuel sales had
orown 15% on year in the first half of
March 2024.

The decline in diesel and jet fuel se-
ems more dramatic as the two fuels

had registered growth in the same
month of the previous vear. Diesel
sales had grown 1.1% and jet fuel by
8% in the first half of March 2024.

State oil companies have been slow-
ly losing their market share to priva-
te players for more than two years,
partly explaining their slowing or
declining fuel sales in March, an in-
dustry executive said.

Data for the full month, including
the sales figure from the private
sector, would give the full picture
of the domestic fuel con-
sumption, he added.

Diesel is the most-used
fuel in the country, ac-
counting for nearly 40% of the to-
tal domestic sales volume of pet-
roleum products, with petrol and
LPG making up for another 35%
or so.

Diesel sales have been on a slow
path for yearsdue to a growing prefe-
rence for petrol, CNG or electric-po-
wered vehicles. Petrol has been the
dominant fuel for four-wheelers
with CNG gaining ground in recent
years on the back of new car models
and expanding CNG pumps.
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PROMOTER GROUP’S SHAREHOLDING WILL INCREASE TO OVER 33%

Ajay Singh to Invest 3294 cr
in Cash-strapped SpiceJet

Our Bureau

New Delhi: SpiceJet will get about
294 crore from founder Ajay
Singh, which will boost promoter
group shareholding in the budget
airline to over 33%.

Singh will infuse the fresh capital
through conversion of 13.14 mil-
lion warrants into an equal num-
ber of equity shares, the airline sa-
id in a statement on Monday.

“This fresh infusion reaffirms
our unwavering commitment to
the airline and its bright future.
This investment will further
strengthen our financial position
anddrivegrowth,” said Singh, also
thechairmanand managingdirec-
tor of SpicedJet. “SpiceJet hasalwa-
yvs been aresilient airline and with

this fresh capital, we are well posi-
tioned to enhance our operations
and seize new opportunities.”

The fresh infusion follows
Singh selling nearly 1% stake in
SpicedJet for around %52 crore
through an open market trans-
action last week.

The carrier had successfully clo-
sed a Qualified Institutional Place-
ment (QIP) that saw participation
from marquee funds like Tata Mu-
tual Fund, Discovery Global and
Goldman Sachs.

SOLD NEARLY 1% STAKE LAST WEEK
Theinfusion follows Singh selling
nearly 1% stake in SpiceJet for 352 cr
viaopen market transaction last week

SpiceJet was in dire need of
fresh funding, having defaulted
on statutory dues and payments
to vendors including aircraft and
engine lessors, some of whom
had filed court petitions to decla-
re the airline bankrupt.

The carrier has been unable to
get new planes, missing the post-
Covid boom which its rivals have
cashed in. At the end of August,
SpiceJet had a little over 2% share
of India’s domestic market, down
from 10.5% in 2021.
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Promoter
group to
hike stake
in Spicelet
to 33.47%

FEBUREAU
Mumbai, March 17

BUDGET CARRIER SPICEIET
on Monday announced thatits
founder and promoter, Ajay
Singh, through Spice Health-
care,a promoter group El'lt'lt}",,
will infuse ¥294.00 crore into
the airline. This would be done
throughthe conversionof 131.4
million warrants into an equal
numberof equityshares.

This move
will increase
the promoter
group’s stake
to  33.47%
from the cur-
rent 29.11%.

Chairman
and managing

Spicelet CMD
Ajay Singh is
disposing up
to 31.5 million

director Ajay
Singh is dis-
posing up to
31.5 million

equity shares sharestoutil-
ise the proce-

eds to enable
Spice Healthcare to partially
fund the balance of 75% of the
amount at thetime of allotment
ofthe equity shares pursuant to
exerciseofoption tocorvertthe
said warrants.

Spice Healthcare hasiniused
¥98.03 crore, being 25% of the
issue price, towards subscrip-
tion of the warrants. In FY 24, it
had invested ¥101.97 crore,
acquiring 4.99% of the equity
shares.Atotalof ¥200 crorewas
infused duringFY24 to support
the airline’s financial needs.

Aboard meeting willbeheld
onor before March 18 (Tuesday)
to approve the allotment of
equity shares pursuant to the
exercise of the warrant conver-
sion option, theairline added.

Singhsaid,“Thisinvestment
will further strengthen our
financial position and drive
growth.We are well positioned
to enhance our operations and
seize newopportunities.”

FINANCIAL EXPRES @

READTO LI
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Notice to Air India
over woman's injury

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has served a
show-canse notice on Air
India after an 82-vear-old
woman suffered brain inju-
ries from a fall at the Delhi
airport following a delay in
providing her a wheel-
chair, Civil Aviation Minis-
ter K. Rammohan Naidu in-
formed the Rajyva Sabha.

The Ministry took im-
mediate cognisance of the
incident and is inquiring
into it in-depth, the Minis-
ter said. He was respond-
ing to Congress MP Privan-
ka Chatrvedi who asked
about measures being ta-
ken for providing assis-
tance to senior citizens and
other priority passengers.

“We assure the mem-
bers that we are looking in-
to the issue," he said.
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Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu in Rajya Sabha. Ani

Airline to be
served notice
for not giving
wheelchair

to 82-year-old,
says Minister

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, MARCH17

CIVIL AVIATION Minister
Kinjarapu Rammohan Naiduin-
formed the Rajya SabhaMonday
that his Ministry was looking
into acomplaint against Air India
for not providing a pre-booked
wheelchair to an 82-year-old
womanpassenger. Ashow cause
notice will be issued to the air-
line over the incident that took
place at the Delhi airport on
March 4, he said.

The Minister said aviation
regulator DGCA { Directorate
General of Civil Aviation ) has
spoken to the passenger’s fam-
ily and was now looking at the
CCTV footage to ascertain what
happened.

Describing it asa “very unfor-
tunate incident”, he said, “There
arealways two differentversions
— one is from the family and
from the airlines... We are issu-
ing ashow cause notice to the air-
lines. We will be taking action as
per the show cuse notice, what-
ever weget(fromthe footage )"

Aftera complaintabout non-
availability of a pre-booked
wheelchair that resulted in the
fall of anelderly woman passen-
geratthe Delhiairport, Airindia
had said wheelchair or assis-
tance was notdenied to the pas-
senger at any point intime and
first-aid was given immediately,

Ina post onX on March 7, the
passenger’s granddaughter al-
leged that she wastreated poorly
by the airline and daimed that
she was notallocated a wheel-
chair for almost an hour. Issuing
astatementa day later, AirIndia
said the family had requested a
wheelchair less than 90 minutes
before the departure ime.

STheIndian &3
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WIDE-BODY AIRCRAFT REFIT TO TAKE OFF IN APRIL

First retrofitted A320 jet of Air India’s
$400-million makeover plan ready

ENSECONOMIC BUREALU
MEWDELHLMARCH 17

AR INDUAS first retrofitted Adrbais
A320 aircraft has been brought
back nto the airdine's operational
fleet aflera completecabinrefitin
line with the Tata group carter’s
new product specifications and
standards, and its new brand
identity. The aircrafi—VT-EXN-
vwids a begacy et of Airlndia from
its govermment ownership days
and was sent for a complete
makeover & part of the aifdine's
S400-million retrofit program me
forGT legacy aimcraft—27 narmow-
by and 40 wid e-body planes,
The retrofit of the 27 legacy
narroww-body planes began in
September Last year and is ex-
pected to becompleted by the
July-September quarnter, The
retrofit process for the airline's 40
legacy wide-body aircralft & now
set 1o begin with the first Bosing
T87 set to Ty out in April for a
makeover, and the refit of its old
Boeing 777 ainmalt scheduled i
start later this year. The airdine
hopes o complete thewide-body

retrofit plan by mid-2027

Cabin refit and upgradationis
partof Air Indias product trans-
formiation plan. Over the years Ar
India had devdoped a reputation
ol having run-down abrcral cal-
insand an ageing fieet as the then
govemniment-owned aidine was
under severe financial stress The
Tatagroupacouired Air India from
the government in early 2022,
While the new owners have in-
ducted varous new aircralt and
placed massve orders for planes
o be delivered over the coming
years, the poor health of legacy
aircralt was a major concem for
the airine which now harbours

File

glohal ambitions and wants o of-
fera world -class product toflyers,

"VT-EXN is the first of the 27
narmovwbody aircraft inherited at
the time of takeover that was
elected for a complete retrofit to
the new Air India standard, with
new seals, carpels, curtain, cabin
ambience, athreeclass cabin con-
figuration, along witha freshooat
of paint, new livery—all in the new
Air India branding,” Air Ind ia said
Monday.

“VT-EXN and the remaining
26A3 M0neos willbe operatingon
the domestic and short-haul in-
ternational{ routes), alongside the
14 new A3 20ne0s that havebeen

wedcomed mtothe fleet recently,
offer modem amenities in three
clas cabinconfguration—ensur-
ing a unifom upgraded open-
enceof passengers.” the airline
sabd

All the refitted namow-body
aircraft will feature eight new
business classseats, 24 premium
econonmyseats, and 132 economy
sears Once the retrofit of the 27
AZ20 jets is completed Airlndia's
entire narmow-bodly fiee twall hine
a three-class calin configuration,
thenew standard for the aidine as
againstitscomventional two-class
cabir.

Theretmofitincud essoathing
interior ambience, spacious
legroom, and wider seat pitch,
alongwith modern features such
as paitable electonic device hold-
ersand LSB ports, the aidine said,
adding that nesw carpets, curtains,
uphalstery, andcabin panels with
fresh design motifs are being in-
stalied. The refit project is being
coord nated by Air India's engi-
neering team with kead ing global
ariginal equipment manuactur-
ers like Collins, Astronics, and
Thales, among others.
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Spicejet founder to
infuse ¥294 crore

picelet on Monday said its founder Ajay

Singh will infuse 294 crore into the

airline through a promoter group entity
by way of conversion of warrants into equity
shares, following which the promoter group’s
shareholding will increase to over 33% from
the current 29.11%.

Singh, whois also chairman and managing
director of the carrier, will be infusing the
funds through Spice Healtheare Py Ltd, a
pPromoter group company.

In arelease on Monday, SpiceJet said Singh
will infuse T294.09 crore into the company
through the conversion of 1314 million
warrants into an equivalent number of equity
shares. Besides. Singh is selling up to 31.5
million equity shares of the airline and the
proceeds will be ntilised to enable Spice
Healtheare Pvt Lid to partially fund the balance
of 75% of the amount at the time of allotment of
the equity shares pursuant io exercise of option
to convert the said warrants. PTI
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Government to issue show cause notice to Air India

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

ivil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu
‘ Rammohan MNaidu on Monday

informed the Rajya Sabha that the
ministry was looking into the com-
plaint against Air India for not provid-
ing a TI‘C-bUﬂ}LI:d wheelchair to an 82-
year-old woman passenger at Delhi aibr-
port, and a show cause notice will be
issued to the airline.

Replying to supplementaries during
question hour in the Rajya Sabha, the
minister sald aviation regulator
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has spoken separately to the
family of the passenger and the airlines,
and is looking inte the CCTV footage o
ascertain what exactly had happened.
MNoting that it was a “very unfortunate
incident’, he said the ministry has imme-
diately taken cognisance of it and is look-
ing into the incident

In civil aviation guidelines, every air-
line has to provide wheelchair support 1o
whoever requires il “Regarding this
incident, we are going indepth and ver-
tying as o what exactly happened.

There are always two different versions,
one is from the family and the DGCA has
spoken to the family members and taken
their story, and from the airlines.

"W are issuing a show cause notice to
the airlines. We will be taking action as
per the show cause notice, whatever we
gel. We are lzlk.iuidmr CCTV footage to
tind out exacily what has happened. T can
assure the member that we are looking
into the issue,” Naidu said.

After a complaint about non-availabil-
ity ol a pre-booked wheelchair that
restilted in the fall of an elderdy woman
Eaﬁscngrr at the Delhi airport, Air India

ad said that wheelchair or assistance
was not denied to the passenger at any
point in time and first aid was given
immediately. The incident happened on
March 4 at the Delhi airport, and the pas-
senger later boarded the flight to
Bengaluru. In a post on X, the grand-
daughter of the 82-year-old passenger
said her grandmother was treated poor-
ly by the airline and claimed that she was
not allocated a wheelchair for almost an
hour.

As per the post on March 7, the pas-

senger managed to enter the airport
on foot, but still, no wheelchair or
assistance was provided, and she suffered
a fall.

Issuing a detailed statement after inves-
hgatmli;, the incident, Air India on Saturday
(March &) sald the lamily members
accompanying the passenger had report-
ed at the PEM {Person with Reduced
Mobility) desk located near Atr Indias tick-
eting ollice less than 90 minutes before the

scheduled time of departure to request for
a wheelchair The granddanghter also
mentioned in the post that complaints were
lodged with DGCA and Adr India and
action was awaited.

To another question on complaints of
clogged toilets in a Chicago fight of Ar
Inclia, which had to return after eight hours
of flying, the minister said the minisiry was
looking into the same too and appropri-
ate steps would be taken
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SpiceJet’s Singh
to infuse 3294cr,
up stake to 34%

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: SpiceJet founder-
promoter Ajay
I Singh will raise his
stake in the airline
from 29.1% to 33.5%

i by Infusing Rs 294
crore through Spice Healthca-
re (a promoter group compa-
ny). This funding will happen
through the conversion of 13.1
crore warrants into an equi-
valent number of equity sha-
res. The airline said

Singh isdisposingup to 3.1
crore equity shares and will
utilise the proceeds to enable
Spice Healthcare to partially
fund the balance of 75% of the
amount at the time of allot-
ment of the equity shares pur-
suant to exercise of option to
convert said warrants.

Singh said: “This fresh infu-
sion reaffirms our commit-
ment to the airline and its
bright future. This investment
will further strengthen financi-
al position and drive growth.”
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