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Bengaluru airport
to restore bus bays
at Terminal |

BMTC will get back
all 14 bus baysin
15-20 days, says

transport minister

ASRA MAVAD
BEMGALURU, DHNS

he Kempegowda Inter-
Tnﬂriunai Airport (KIA)

will restore dedicated
BMTC bus bays at Terminal 1
(T1) in the next 15 to 20 days,
Transport Minister Ramalin-
ga Reddy has confirmed.

In January, Bangalore In-
ternational Airport Limited
(BIAL) faced criticism after
bus bays at T1 were reduced
from 14 to six, with one lane
reassigned to a private taxi
aperator.

This reduction squeezed
operations for the BMTC's
Vayu Vagra feet, forcing them
todepart quickly toavoid con-
gestion, leaving many passen-
gers stranded or waiting lon-
ger for the next service.

“We are getting back the
mumber of bus bays we had
before. The civil work is cur-
rently underway, and in an-
other 15 to 20 days, the bays
are likely to be back,” said the
minister, who had sharply
criticised BLAL for the reduc-
tioom iy boues Baays.

The state government
holds a 13% stake in the air-
port

The reduction in bus bays
alsoimpacted the daily rider-
ship ofthe Vayu Vajra service.
The daily ridership. which
fell by aver 1,000 peaple, is

expected 1o be restored once
the bays are rebuilt, a senior
BMTC official said.

“Ar the airport, unless pas-
sengers see the bus, they are
not going to approach the ser-
vice,” the official said. “If you
tell them they have towait 20
minutes for the next bus, they
will not want to take the bus,
TFwe have more bays, our wait
time per bus increases, and
as a result, we will be able to
bringin more passengers and
operateart full capacicy. Right
now, not all of our buses are
operating at full capacity.”

Before the bus bays were
reduced, the daily Vayu Vajra
ridership averaged 12,000
and peaked at 14,000,

While alarger bus terminal
existsat T2, about 80 percent
of Vayu Vajra’s traffic comes
from domestic passengers
at TL All domestic flights by
IndiGo, the largest airline, are
operated through T1.

Thelimited bus bay capaci-
tvalso forced the BMTC tore-
consider plans to expand the
popular Vayu Vajra service,
“Onee the operations stabi-
lise, we will study the demand
and lowk into the expansion,”
he added.

At present, the Neet ol bus-
es remains one of the most
affordable forms of public
transport (o and from the
airport,

BIAL did not comment on
the matter,
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Quitol set to fly; aero sports,
aviation hub gets approval

|PB GRANTS IN-PRINCIPLE NOD TO SKYDIVING ADVENTURES

THE GOAN | NETWORK

MARGAO

In a significant development
that may raise many an eye-
hrow amongst the local pop-
ulace inhabiting the Qui-
tol-Betul plateau in South
Goa, the Goa Invesmment Pro-
maotion and Facdilitation Board
has granted in-principle ap-
proval for mega aero sports &
aviation hub at Quitol Indus-
trial Estate.

The Goa-IPE has granted
in-principle approval o M/s
Skydiving Adventures Pyt Lid
for a largescale integrated
aero sports and aviation pro-
ject. The proposal imvolves
the allotment of a sprawling
245,459 square metres plot
at the Quitl Industrial Es-
tate under the Goa Industrd-
al Dewelopment Corporation
(GIDC).

The lsscociam-Bogma-
lo-based company plans to
establish an integrated aero
sports and aviation ecosys-
tem encompassing adventure
tourism, aviation (raining,
drone manufacturing, and
haspitality facilities.

A letter addressed by the
Chief Executive Officer Goa

Land acquired by Goa Industrial Development Corporation.
(File phota)

Investment Promotion & Fa-
cilitation Board, Asvin Chan-
dru dated January 9, 2026 to
Ms Skydiving Adventures Pyt
Ltd shows that the Board will
recommend to the GIDC for
allotment of suitable plot ad-
measuring  2,45,459 square
meters in Quitol Industrial es-
tate, South Goa.

The Board has further de-
cided to recommend to the
Electricity Department to re-
lease power requirement of
3000 KVA (o the proposed unit
in the plot as per the relevant
Act/ Rules in force.

The Board further recom-
mended to GIDC to release wa-
ter requirements of 3.5 KLD to
the proposed unit in the plot
as per the relevant Act/ Rules

in force. If supply is not pos-
sible, investor is o proceed
by malking thelr own amange-
ment, the letter stated.

“The proposal has been
duly examined by Goa-IPB in
its 4oth Board meeting held
on 23/12/2025 and after due
deliberation and discussion,
has decided to grant in-princi-
ple approval to M/s Skydiving
Adventures Pyt Lid to estab-
lish an integrated aero sports
and aviation ecosystem that
features adventure toursm,
aviation training, drone man-
ufacturing and hospitality at
Quitol Industrial Estate, South
Goa", the Board stated.

The Board shall recom-
mend to the concerned au-
thorities/ departments of the

B Product type: Integrat-
ed aero sports and aviation
ecosystem that features
adventure tourism,

posed unit as per relevant
Act/ Rulesinforce,

W Water: To recom-
mend torelease

aviation trainin e
donemany: IO I heee
facturing and OF THE tothe proposed
hospitality,. ~ WG{WJL0 IV M ynit. If supply

W Details of Ji{0][ et @ isnotpossible,
land: Plot ad- investor is to
measuring 2,45,459 proceed by making
sq mts in Quitol Industri- _Oownamangement.
al Estate, South Goa.  Validity: In-principle

M Power: To recommend approval to bevalid for
toEledricity Deptto release | 2years from date of plot

of 3000 KVA tothe pro- allotment.

State Government and Cen-
tral Government Lo grant nec-
essary permissions/clearanc-
es for the project proposal as
per the relevant Act/ Rules in
farce and Goa-IPE shall facil-
itate the project proponent to
obtain all such requisite per-
missions.

The in-principle approval is
only valid for the above activi-
tyasdescribed in the Applica-
tion. No other commercial ac-
tivity or development can be

undertaken on the said land
under any drcumstances by
firm and their legal succes-
sors, heirsor assigns.

No other use can be per-
mitted by GIDC and Goa
State Pollution Control Board
while providing building plan
approval and consent o es-
tablish [ consent to operate
respectively. Any change or
addition in ufilization of the
said land shall require fresh
approval from Goa-IPB.
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SIT to probe all shady land deals near airport zones: Sukhu

Govt vows zero tolerance on benami transactions as Assembly flags relief, disability backlog and public asset mismanagement

PRATIBHA CHAUHAN
SHIMLA, FEBRUARY 17

The Himachal Pradesh Gov-
ernment has announced the
formation of a Special Invest-
gation Team (SIT) to examine
suspected benami land trans-
actions mvolving non-mresi
dents, particulady in Una's
Gagret area and Eangra's
Gappal repion, where land 15
being acquired for airport
expansion. Chief Minister
Siukhvinder Singh Sukhii
made the announcement dur-
m g Question Hour in the Vid-
han Sabha, responding to

concerns mised by legislators.

The issue came to the fore
after Gagret MLA Rakesh
Kalia questioned the com-
pensation disbursed for land
acquisition linked to the
expansion of Gaggal airport.
Sukhu reiterated that under
Section 118 of the Himachal
Pradesh Land Reform and
Tenaney Act, outsiders can-
not purchase land in the
state without prior govern-
ment approval. He urged leg-
islators to fumish documen-
tary proof of illegal
transactions, assuring that
the Director

General of

Police would register FIRs
amd initiate criminal investi
gations wherever violations
are established.

The Chief Minister further
said any land found to be part
of benami deals would not be
acquired by the government,
not only for srport expansion
but for any other public proj-
ert. He pmmised stringent
action apainst those found
guilty of illegal purchases or
corruption, underlining the
govemment's intent to protect

state Land Lows from misuse,
The pgovernment has
already disbursed Rs

1.460.09 crore as compensa-
tion to 4.649 beneficiaries
under the Himachal
Pradesh Right to Fair Com-
pensation and Transparency
in Land Acquisition, Reha-
hilitation and Resettlement
Act, 2013, for the Gagegal air-

port expansion project.
However, allegations persist
that certain individuals

from Uttarakhand acquired
land in violation of norms in
Gagret. Kalia claimed that
despite court cases and for-
mal complaints, enforce-
ment agencies had failed to
act. He also alleped that

some of these individuals
plaved a roke in attempts to
destabilise the Congress
povernment in the state.
The Assembly also wat-
nessed a debate on the back-
Ing of reserved government
posts for persons with dis-
abilities. Health Minister
Dhani Ram Shandil
informed the House that
recruitment drives are con-
ducted twice annually, with
speafic  catepories  ear-
marked for visually
impaired, hearing impaired
persons with low vision.,
Iocomotive disabilities and

multiple disabilities. He
arknowledged that a short-
age of eligible candidates
has hampered the filling of
vacancies and cautioned
that relaxation of norms
often leads to litigation,

S0 far, 101 posts have been
filled , while efforts continue
to address the remaining
vacancies, Legislators,
including Una MLA Satpal
Singh Satti and Nachan
MLA Vinod Eumar, pressed
for a more compassionate
approach, arguing that 1,459
posts remain vacant and
miust be filled within a fixed

timeline. They criticised the
government for failing to
adequately address con-
cerns of disabled protesters
who have been demonstrat-
ing even during harsh win-
ter conditions.

In another matter, the Chief
Minister disclosed that near-
by 600 povernment buildings
are currently ving vacant.
The government plans to
relocate 30 boards and corpo-
rations functioning from
rented premises into these
umiised structures to reduce
expenditure and improve
administrative efficiency.
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Air India, Lufthansa group
plan joint biz agreement to

Baramati plane crash: AAIB seeks
NTSB's assistance to retrieve data

deepen collaboration

PRESS TRUST OF BNDLA
Mew Diedhi, T Februany

Alr Indiaand the Lufthansa group
plan to enter into a jobnt business
agreement whereln the two sides
will codiaborate on muktiple stra-
tegic aress, Including coordinated
route planndng and flight sched-
ukes in specific markegs.

OnTuesday, both sldes entéred
Into & memorandom of wnder-
gtanding {Moll] to establish a
framework for a joint business
agreement, which will caver Alr
Indis, Alr India Express, as well as
Lufthanss Group carrers and sub-
sidiaries. Those include Austrian
Alrlines, Brussels Alrlines, TTA Adr-
ways, Lufilangs, Swiss Interma-
thonal Alr Lines (SWI5S) and other
affiliated airines.

The proposed deeper collab-
aration with Germany s Lufthancs
Groug is also aimed ar apping
opportundtes from the Indis-
European Unbon Free Trade Agrea-
mient that was finalised in January.

“Sulsect o requisite regulstoey
and antl-onest approvals, the car-
riets intend 1o collaborate across
mulr ple strategic areas, |nchsding
cootdinated route planning and
flight schedules in specific mar-
loerts fior greater customer conveni-
ence and enhanced connectivity,
aswedl as jolnt saleq, marketing and
distrilnation initiarives.”

“Further cooperatlon would
encompass the joint development
and coordination for Improved
customeer experiences in sneas

such as frequent fyer pro-
gramimes, IT infrastmcime — cuis-
omer jourmsey, quality assgrance,
and other mutually benefielal
iniriarives — o enhance the ease of
oravel for our customers,” Airindia
said ina release on Tuesday.

The Mol would knirinlly focus
on Increasing passenger traffic
flows berween Inddia and Luof-
thansa Growp's core home marker
region, encompassing Cemmany,
Anstria, Belginm, losly, and Swit-
zertand. They would also look o
Include the rest of Europs and the
Indiansubcontinent.

AlbrIndia said the precisescope,
including specific routes and mar-
kets, would be finafised upon the
formation of & comprehensive
folnt business agreement, subject
0 reguiatery approvals.

Currently, Alr Imdia and
Lufthanza Group carrlers have
codeshare pacts for 145 routes
acToss 15 Indian, 29 Enropeancities
and 20 courmes. In Febriary 1005,
the two sides also announced the
expansion of the codeshare agree-
mems  between  Alr  Indla,
Lufthansa, SWISS and Austrian
Adrlings,

Tata Group-owned Alr India
has 24 codeghare pannerships and
nearlyion interline sgresments
with various carrlers.

Acodeshare partnershipallows
passengers to ravel on a single
ticket on different flights.

Lufrhansa Group is the fourth-
Larmest aldine group Intheworld in
terms of revene and fleet slze.

DEEPAE PRTEL
Hew Debhi, 7 Febnary

The Alreraft Accldemt Investigarion
Bureau (AAIB) on Tuesday sald it has
sought assistance from the US National
Transportation Safery Board (NTSE) to
retrigve data from the cockpit voice
recorder (CVR) of the Learjet 45 alrcraft
that crashed in Baramat on Jamiary 28

The plane crash had killed all five
people on boand, including Maharashtrs
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar,

According to the AATR, the alreraft
was equipped with two independent
flight recerders, both of which were
exposed to intense heat fora prolonged
period duringthe accident and sustained
fire damage.

The Digital Flight Dam Recorder
(DFDR ), manufactured by LaHarris Tech-
nologles (formesly L3-Communications),
has been successfully downleaded at the
AAIR Flight Recorder Laboratory in
India, the Bureaw said in a statement.

However, the CVRE — manufactured by
Honeywell — 5 undergoing detalled
technical examinarion. The AAIR said |t
has sought assistance from  the
“Accredited Representative of the Stateof
Manufacture® for speclallsed support in
diara retrbeval from the CVE

In seeking assistance from  the
Accredited Representative of the State of
Manufacture, the AATR s affectively
referring to the US's NTSB, since the
Learjer 45 was manufactured in the
Unitesd Stateg.

Undér ICAD Annex 13 provisions, the
US s entithed to nominate an accredited
representative o support the probe. In
thiscase, the NTSE would provide techani-
cal expertise. particularly In retrieving
and Linterpreting data from the 175-mans-
factured CVRE while the invesrigation

The case file

mFive paople were killed in Baramati
crash, induding Maharashtra
Deputy CM At Pawar

m OFDR data downdoaded in india, but
fire-damaged CVH needs spadalised

suppaort

= Probe|ed by AAIR under ICAD norms;
stakehalders urged to avold speculation

lself continues 1o be led by Indla's AAIB.

The AATBsald it lsdiligently Following
all prescribed technical and procedural
protocols to ensure & “comprehensive,
objective and evidence-based " investiga-
tion It added chat it remaine fully com-
mitted to transparency and will share
further information at an appropeiate
sage of the imvestipation,

The AAIE also requested all staka-
holders 1o avoid speculation and allow
the Investigation process to procead In
accordance with established procedures.
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Pawar Death: AAIB Seeks Co's Help to
Retrieve Data from Voice Recorder

Air India and Lufthansa Sign MoU to
Expand India-Europe Connectivity

New Delhl: India’s Afrerall
Accident Investigation Bu-
reau (AATB) on Tuesday said
it has sought special assistan-
ce for retrieving data from the
cockpit voice recorder (CVR)
of the Learjet 45 business air
craft that crashed last month,
killing Maharashtra deputy
CM Ajit Pawar and four
others

Both recorders were expo-
sed to intense heat for a pro-

longed period besides sustai:
ning damage from e, the
probe agency said.

“The CVR, manuifactured by
Honeywell, is un-
dergoing detailed
technical exami-
nation,” sald AA:
LB “Assistance
has been sought from the Ac-
credited Representative of
the State of Manufacture for
speclalised support in data

retrieval.” =0ur Buresy

g

Mumbal: Alr India and Luft
hansa have signed o memo
randum of understanding to
establish a framework fora jo
int business agreement cove
ringtheir passenger nirlines
The agreement provides for
coordination an route plan-
ning and flight schedules in
specific markets, along with
joint sales, marketing and dis-
tribution Initiatives. The alr-
lines will also explore coope

rtion on frequent-Oyver pro
grammes, IT systems, custo
mer journey processes and
quality standards.

X

The initial focus
will be on traffic
flows between In
dia and Lufthan
SA'S COre Lurope-
an markets of Germany, Aust-
ria, Belgium, Italy and Swit-
rerland, with scope to expand
to rest of Europe and Indian

subcontinent. =0ur Bureau
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Al LUFTHANSA
PLAN JOINTBIZ
AGREEMENT
ANDthe
| e | Luftharsa
= == .| Group plan
iy

business pact wherein the
two sidesvill collaborate
onmukiple aress, ncled-
ing coordinated route
planning and Right sched
ules in specific marke
teThe tie up is almed at
tapping cpootunites
fram the india-EL FTA.
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Scoot boosts
India capacity
by 5% with

larger aircraft

ANBAR MERCHAMT
Mizmbai, February 17

IHDLA ACCOUMTED FOR &
YEar-ar-yeal capacityinc rese
of abost 5% for Scoot, as the
Sinpapare Alrdines Group's
leve- oot cartier ailded seatson
exlsting roubes rather than
launching nev destinations

Sonat currently pperases 1o
wix Incian cllies-Amritsss,
Chennai, Thiruvanantha e
mm, Cnlmbatore, Timichirap
palll and ¥isakhapatnam
and sid demand Do pon
metro markets contines o
sUpport grveth

Inidia continues o be a
wery impartant market foros,
and we are sesing strong
demand not just from metms
but increasimgly [rom s
ondary cities,” lrian Torrey,
proeral mamaperfor India and
Wiest Asta, told FE

M aickine has focusal on
adding capacity by deploying
arger aleraft onexisting ser
wices Obkler Akrbus A3 sie
being replaced with A3 2 Inen
jets, adding 5 & seats perflight
amil fmgpreneing unit econam
e Thestate gy has been o
Evest innewer. Larger aircrafit
where demand wsibility b=
sirong, raller than chase
appressive route expansion,”
Torreysaid.

Ry capacity, Amritsar |3
Scoobs larpest Indlan statlon,
supported by long -haul con
nectivity to Australia. Sooot
operates Boelng 787 Dream
linees an Anseilsar and Chers
nai in high-density, sngls
dam monfigurations
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Air India, IndiGo increase
flights to Asian countries

@ Tourist demand
shifts away from
Western countries

due to falling rupee

YARUQHULLAH KHAN
New Delhi, February 17

AIR INDIAAND IndiGo arerede-
ploying aircraft from some
long-haul routes to Europe and
North America towards Asian
destinations, as a weakening
rupee nudges Indian travellers
towards shorter, more afford-
able holidays closerto home.

“A falling rupee, coupled
with longer flightdurations, has
dampened sentiment among
Indians planning travel to the
US and Europe ahead of the
summer season. Airlines are
realigning schedules to cater to
growing demand for Asian
countries,” a senior Air India
executive said.

He added that demand for
Europeandthe US isexpectedto
spike later in the summer, par-
ticularly with the FIFA World
Cup 2026 approaching, but in
the near term the focus has
shifted eastward.

IndiGo echoed that view.
“The falling rupee is pushing
Indian tourists towards budget-
friendly destinations such as
Vietnamand SriLankainstead of
Europe.Thailand,Indonesiaand
othernearbymarkets areseeing
increased traffic because they
offer bettervalue inthe current
exchange-rate environment,”a
senior IndiGo executive said.

The schedule data for April
2026 reflectsthatrecalibration.
Air India plans to trim weekly
frequencies on selected sec-
ondary European routes com-
pared withApril 2025.

These include reductionson
Amritsar-Birmingham and
Amritsar-London Gatwick, a
scaled-back Ahmedabad-Lon-
don Gatwick service, and the
withdrawal of Goa-London
Gatwick. Core trunk routessuch

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

AL TOLEAD

EXPLORING ALTERNATIVES

Air India
express
asean

Total Weekly 37
Frequencies

Mew Routes

Discontinued
Routes

Met Change

as Delhi-London, Delhi-Paris
and Delhi—Frankfurtwill retain
high frequencies.

At the same time, the airline
is strengthening its Asian net-
work, From April 2026,AirIndia
willadd sixweeklyflightsonthe
Delhi-Singapore route, taking
the total to 27, Chennai—Singa-
pore will double to 14 weekly
services. The carrier is also
expanding or introducing
flights from Delhi to Denpasar,
Kuala Lumpur, Manila, Ho Chi
Minh Cityand Yangon, operat-
ing between seven and ten
weekly services on several of
these routes — significantly
higherthanayearago.

Air India Express, the
group’s low-cost arm, is rein-
forcing the pivot, particularly
trom non-metroIndia. lts April
2026 Asean schedule shows
new orexpanded routessuch as
Bengaluru-Bangkok and
Pune-Bangkok, along with
higher frequencies on Hyder-
abad-Phuket. At the same
time, earlier links such as
Amritsar-Bangkok and Luc-
know-Bangkok have been
dropped compared with April
2025, effectively shifting
capacity from northermn gate-

Wed, 18 February 20826

IndiGo
asean

277

AirIndia Air India
asean Europe

ways to southern and western
leisure markets.

IndiGo’s schedules point in
a similar direction. While the
airline continues to build a
long-haul footprint with
planned services to Manches-
ter, Copenhagen and London
Gatwick, much of its incre-
mental capacity is being
deployed into regional holiday
markets incduding Bangkok,
Phuket, Krabi, Singapore, Den-
pasar, Jakarta and Vietnam.

The carrier is also linking
secondarycitiessuch as Tiruchi-
rappalli and Vijayawada to Sin-
gaporeandadding connections
to destinations such as Siem
Reap(Cambodia)and secondary
Malaysianislands,deepening its
presence inshort-and medium-
haul Asian tourism flows.

Aviationanalysts sayairlines
are navigating a delicate bal-
ance: robust demand for short
breaks, constrained availability
of wide-body aircraft, and the
need to preserveyieldsonlong-
haul routes. The result is mea-
sured growth to Europe and
North America, alongside an
aggressive build-out in fast-
growing Asian markets.

Data trom aviation analyt-

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/793198225

B Air India operated
72 weekly non-stop
flights between
India and North
America in May '25

B The airline's

frequency of flights
to the US has fallen
to around 54 flights
ahead ofMarch'24

IndiGo
Europe

® IndiGo is linking
tier-ll cities like
Vijayawada and
Trichy to Singapore

B Indianvisitorsto
Thailand rose 8.6%
to 2mnin'24 while
Malaysia saw a jump
of54%to1.1 mn

ics firm Official Aviation Guide
(DOAG) underscores the trend.
Scheduled seats from India to
Southeast Asia in 2025 are
projected to be 29% above
20191evels.

Thailand received around 2
millionIndianvisitorsin 2024 —
8.6% higherthan 2019 —while
Malaysia saw Indian arrivals
jump 54%to more than 1.1 mil-
lion. Vietnam has nearly tripled
Indian arrivals compared with
20191evels, OAGsaid.

“Southeast Asian countries
areactively targeting the Indian
market to diversify their
tourismbase beyond traditional
source markets," OAG noted in
itsreport.

The firm also observed that
IndiGo is increasingly connect-
ing secondary Indian cities to
secondary Southeast Asian des-
tinations — a pattern that mir-
rors both therise of India’s mid-
dle class and the relative
economics of short- and
mediwm-haul flying.

For now, as currency pres-
sures weigh on long-haul travel
budgets, airlines appear to be
betting that Asia — closer,
cheaper and quicker— offers the

stronger near-termyield.
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India’s aviation is in need of data-driven oversight

operational crisis in December 2025, leading

to a surge in fares across the country. This
episode underscored a broader issue: India is
becoming the world’s third-largest aviation
market without building the data systems
required to oversee it.

In this case, regulators quickly stepped in to
protect consumer interests. The Ministry of Civil
Aviation imposed temporary price caps on
domestic flights and the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), prompted by the
Competition Commission of India, requested
average fare data from IndiGo, Air India, Spice]et
and Akasa between December 1-15, 2025, to
investigate potential abuse of market dominance.

While this reactive approach protects air
passengers in the short term, it highlights a larger
regulatory gap. Even with the requested data,
regulators may still lack the visibility needed to
act effectively. Without a consistent, analytical
framework to study fares over time, it becomes
difficult to distinguish between a legitimate,
demand-driven spike and a surge that crosses
into an abuse of market power.

l ndiGo, India’s largest airline, faced an

Airline data in the U.S. creates a digital trail
These events are an opportunity to shift the
DGCA’s role from crisis response to steady
oversight by learning from examples of the more
mature airline market in the United States.
Specifically, the way the U.S. Bureau of
Transportation Statistics (BTS) collects and
publishes airline data.

The BTS maintains the Airline Origin and
Destination survey, more commonly known as
the DBIB database. Unlike the DGCA, which
primarily tracks passenger volumes and freight
traffic, the DBIB database publishes ticket-level
data, including fares, for a 10% random sample of
all domestic tickets sold each quarter since 1995.

This is not a mere academic exercise. By

Prerna Rakheja

is an Antitrust and
Competition
Economist at Bates
White, Washington DC

The December
2025 IndiGo
crisis highlights
India’s lack of a
data-driven
aviation
framework and
a regulatory gap

collecting data on actual prices paid, itinerary
details such as route flown, and carrier
information, the BTS creates a usable digital trail.
For India, adopting a similar 10% sampling
framework would signal a new era of
transparency, expanding the DGCA’s role from
tracking volumes to monitoring market
behaviour., Much like a speed camera on a
highway, the objective is not necessarily to issue
penalties, but to encourage long-term compliance
and maintain market hygiene.

The effect of transparency on pricing
Greater transparency also pushes airlines to
self-regulate their pricing algorithms. When fare
data are open to the public or regulatory scrutiny,
carriers are more likely to build ethical guardrails
into their revenue management systems,
preventing both opportunistic and
algorithm-driven price spikes that can trigger
public backlash and legal challenges, such as the
ongoing Public Interest Litigation before the
Supreme Court of India.

The availability of historical pricing data can
also strengthen research and policy. For example,
over 30 years of US airline data is publicly
available through the DBIB database. Academic
researchers have used these data to identify the
“Southwest Effect” — a phenomenon in the U.S.
where the entry of Southwest Airlines, a low-cost
U.S. carrier, into a new route leads to a drop in
average fares and a corresponding spike in
average passenger traffic.

A similar dataset in India can allow regulators
to observe competitive behaviour, or the lack of
it, across routes, time periods and market
structures.

First, comparing fares on different routes. If
routes dominated by a single airline consistently
show higher fares than those with multiple
players, it may indicate market power.

Second, tracking fare changes when

competitors enter or exit a route. A sharp rise in
fares after a competitor exits, or a drop when one
enters, signals that the remaining carriers can
exercise market power.

Third, assessing fare behaviour during demand
spikes. If an airline raises prices more
aggressively on routes where it has a larger
market share during holidays or peak periods, it
may be leveraging its dominance.

The usual resistance to data transparency
stems from concerns over proprietary
information, claims that data sharing creates a
technical load, and fear of implicit coordination
among competitors.

A 10% random sample is reasonable
Airlines might argue that their revenue
management algorithms are their “secret sauce”
and should be protected. A 10% random sample
is a practical middle ground. By design, this
framework collects a fraction of the data. This
helps to protect the “how”, i.e., the proprietary
logic and code behind the algorithms while
monitoring the “what”, i.e., the price at which
tickets were sold in the marketplace. And given
the limited size of the sample, supplying this data
should not pose a significant technical burden.

Critics may also fear that transparency allows
airlines to track each other’s prices. In the age of
real-time data scraping, this is simply the status
quo, as airlines already have a good sense of what
their competitors are charging. By releasing the
10% sample on a quarterly delay, regulators can
reduce the chance of immediate fare alignment
while preserving the dataset’s usefulness for
long-term policy planning.

Thus, the DGCA must pivot from ad hoc fare
caps and investigations to a data-first framework.
It is time to let the algorithms compete but also
let the regulator and the public keep score.

The views expressed are personal



AIRF‘UH I'SAUT HOE—N T Y OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

DELHI

18 FEBRUARY 2026

= AVIATION

Despite damage, black boxes hold key to Pawar air crash probe

Anagha Jayakumar
New Delhi, February 17

WEEKS AFTER the Learjet 45 aircraft
carrying Maharashtra Deputy Chief Min-
ister Ajit Pawar and four others crashed on
January 28, the Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AATB) said Tuesday that
both flight recorders or “black boxes™ had
sustained fire damage. While data was suc-
cessfully retrieved from one recorder, the
agency has sought foreign technical assis-
tance for the rest.

“Both recorders were exposed to in-
tense heat for a prolonged period during
the accident and sustained fire damage.
The Digital Flight Data Recorder (DFDR),
manufactured by L3-Communications,
has been successfully downloaded at the
AAIB Flight Recorder Laboratory. The
Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR)., manufac-
tured by Honeywell, isundergoing detailed
technical examination. Assistance has

been sought from the Accredited Repre-
sentative of the State of Manufacture for
specialised support in data retrieval,” the
AATB said.

Initial information from the crash site
indicated that low visibility conditions in
the area might have played a roleinthe ac-
cident. The data from the recorders, along
with the wreckage, are expected to help re-
construct the events leading up to the
crash, whose cause remains unknown.

‘What are black boxes?

The black box, or aircraft flight recorder,
has been around in some form since the
1930s, when French engineer Francois
Hussenot originated a data recorder
equipped with sensors that would optically
project around 10 parameters onto a pho-
tographic film. The film ran continuously
in a box constructed to prevent any light
from entering it, lending it the name “black
box”. The name has endured ever since,

Thetwo

recorders

® Aircraft today typi-
cally have twio black
boxes: the Cockpit
Voice Recorder
(CVR) and the Flight
Data Recorder (FOR).

@ The CVR records
radio transmissions
and other soundsin
the cockpit. includ-
ing flight crew noises
and engine noises.

® The FDR records
technical details
such as altitude, air-
speed, vertical ac-
celeratian, etc.

even though the external metal casing has
always been orange, to help its speedy
identification and retrieval.

The invention of the box, however, is
credited to Australian jet fuel expert David
Ronald de Mey Warren, who was re-
portedly inspired by a miniature recorder
he had seen at a trade fair. In 1956, he cre-
ated a prototype he called the ARL Flight
Memory Unit, which could store up to four
hours of voice and flight instrument data.

How do black boxes help understand
plane crashes?

Most aircraft today are mandatorily
equipped with two black boxes, the cockpit
voice recorder (CVR) and the flight data re-
corder (FDR). The CVR records radio trans-
missions and other sounds in the cockpit.
The FDR, on the other hand, records more
than 80 different types of technical details
pertaining to the flight itself.

The FDR data helps investigators to re-

construct the flight by generating a video
simulation. This helps them visualise the
aircraft’s altitude, power settings, instru-
ment readings and other flight character-
istics. It typically takes10-15daystoanalyse
the data recovered from the black boxes
aftera crash.

How do black boxes withstand
crashes?

The recorders are stored inside a unit
made of a strong material such as steel or
titanium, and are insulated from extreme
heat, cold, and wetness. These boxes are
equipped towards the tail end of the air-
craft, which usually sustains the least im-
pact from a crash.

These recorders are equipped with a
beacon that can send out ultrasound signals
for 30 days, which becomes handy when
planes crash intowater bodies. However, in
some cases, like the Malaysian Airlines
MH370 flight, the recorders weren't found.
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IndiGo cuts summer flight
goal amid crew constraints

Airline seeks nod for 8% more daily flights; revised number 15% lower than original target
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The revised target ks roughly 15%
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i meoere catlons apgeroach amid pilog
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Air India, Lufthansa to deepen partnership

= M|

The proposal alsa sims 1o tap opportunities from
the Incia-EL) FTA that was finalized in january. s

Ir Lindlka aned the Lufthansa Groop plan to
enter a jolnt bustness agreemsent, whereln
e puwn sbeles vl cnllaboerento on mltiple

sirategic areas, iIncluding coondinated route
plenning and fHghit schedulesin specific markets.

O Tuesday, both sides entered into a
memorandum ol understmding (Mol [ to
estublish o framework for 2 poedng asiness
agreement, which will cover Alr India, Alr India
Express as well s Lufthansa Group camiersand
subsbiiaries, Those include Austrian Alrlines,
Brusseds Airlines, ITA Adrways, Lufthansa, Swiss
International Al Lines (SWISShand other
affiliated alrlines. The proposed deeper
cotlabroration with Germuny's Lafhansa Group
s elso abmwsd ad topgdng opportunities from the
Inilia- Enropesn Unlosn (ELY) free trade
agreement (FTA) that wis Anallized in January.

“Further coogeration would encompass the
Joint development amd coordination for
tngeroyed customser experinces in aress such a5
Eresuaent ver programmes, IT infrastrociure—
customer joumey, quality assurnce, and other
mntislly hemifirial inkt atiees—tnenhanme the
ease ol travel for our customess.” Adr Indea sabd in
areleseon Teesday. FTl
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Air India & Lufthansa plan joint biz pact to deepen collaboration

Proposed deeper collaboration with Lufthansa Group is also aimed at tapping opportunities from the India-EU F1A

NEW DELHI: Air India and
the Lufthansa Group plan to
enter into a joint busines agree-
ment wherein the two sides will
collaborate on multiple strate-
gic areas, including coordinated
route planning and fight sched-
ules in specific markets.

On Tuesday, both sides
entered into a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) 1o
establish a framework for a
joint business agreement, which
will cover Air India, Air India
Express, as well as Lufthansa
Group carriers and subsidiar-
ies. Those include Austrian
Airlines, Brussels Airlines, ITA
Ajrways, Lufthansa, Swiss Inter-

national Air Lines (SWISS) and
other affiliated airlines.

The proposed deeper col-
laboration with Germany’s Luf-
thansa Group is alse aimed at
tapping opportunities from the
India-European Union Free
Trade Agreement that was final-
ised in January.,

“Subject to requisite regula-
Loy and anti-trust approvals,
the carriers intend to collabo-
rate across multiple strategic
areas, including coordinated
route planning and flight sched-
ules in specific markets for
greater customer convenience
and enhanced connectivity, as
well as joint sales, marketing

CLOSER LOOK

a:-Dn Tmsdn'p;bﬂrh sidasmmadhom MoU'Iu
establish a framewark for a joint business agreement

» This will eover Alr Incia, Alr India Express, as
well as Lufthansa Group carriers and subsidiaries

» Those include Austrdan Alrlines, Brussels Alrdines,
ITA Airwerys, Lufthansa, Swiss International Alr
Lines [SWI155) ond ather offiliated cirlines

and distribution initiatives.
“Further cooperation would
encompass the joint dE#rluP
ment and coordination for
improved customer experi-
ences in areas such as frequent
flyer programmes, IT infra-

structure - cuslomer journey,
quality assurance, and other
mutually beneficial initiatives -
to enhance the ease of travel for
our customers,” Alr India said
in a release on Tuesday.

The Mol would initally

focus on increasing passenger
traffic flows between India and
Lufthansa Groups core home
market region, encompassing
Germany, Austria, Belgium,
laly, and Switzerland.

They would alse look to
include the rest of Europe and
the Indian subcontinent.

Adr India said the precise
_-.cupl:,induiﬂ.ng 5pl:|:'1I'||: routes
and markets, would be final-
ised upon the formation of a
comprehensive joint business
agreement, subject to regula-
tory approvals,

Currently, Air India and
Lufthansa Group carriers have
codeshare pacts for 145 routes

across 15 Indian, 29 European
cities and 20 countries. In Feb-
ruary 2025, the two sides also
announced the expansion of the
codeshare agreements between
Air India, Lufthansa, SWISS
and Austrian Airlines.

Tata Group-owned Air
India has 24 codeshare part-
nerships and nearly 100 inter-
line agreements with various
CArriers.

A codeshare partnership
allevws passengers o travel ona
single ticket on different fights.

Lufthansa Group is the
fourth-larpgest airdine group in
the world in terms of revenue
and fleet size. Pl
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Lufthansa,
Air India to
boost India,
EU network

ARSHAD KHAN @ Mew Delhi

AIR INDIA and German avi-
ation major Lufthansa
Group are collaborating to
explore increasing connec-
tivity and travel experiences
between India and Europe.
The two leading carriers in-
tend to partner across multi-
ple strategic areas, includ-
ing coordinated route
planning and flight sched-
ules in specific markets as
well as joint sales, market-
ing and distribution
initiatives,

Further cooperation
would encompass the jolnt
development and coordina-
tion for improved customer
experiences in areas such as
frequent flver programmes,
IT infrastructure, customer
journey, quality assurance,
and other mutually benefi-
cial inftatives.

Air India and Lufthansa
Group on Tuesday signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MolT), establishing
the framework for a joint
business agreement between
their carriers and subsidiar-
ies, including Air India Ex-
press, Austrian Airlines,
Brussels Airlines, ITA Alr-
ways, Lufthansa, Swiss Inter-
national Alr Lines (SWISS),
and other affiliated airlines.

. The Mol initially focuses
on inereasing passenger
traffic flows between Air In-
dia’s home market of India
and Lufthansa Group's core
home market region. encom-
passing Germany, Austria,
Belgium, Italy and Switzer-
land. It proposes to include
the rest of Europe and the
Indian subcontinent, creat-
ing oppartunities for future
expansion.The precise
seope, including specific
rottes and markets, will be
finalised upon the formation
of a comprehensive joint
business agreement, subject
to regulatory approvals,

Carsten Spohr, chairman
of the Executive Board of
Deutzche Lufthansa AG and
CEO of the Lufthansa Group
zaid the agreement i= a strong
sigmnal of mutual determina-
tion to open a new chapter in
aviation between the EU and
India following the landmark
trade agreement between
both economic reglons.

FOCUS AREAS

Maoll initially focuses an
increasing passenger
traffic between India & EU
The carriers intend to

partner across multiple
strategic areas

Coordination for better
customer experiences
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