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Hyderabad
International
Airportupgrades
landing system

T
Our Bureau
Hyderabad

GMR Hyderabad Interna-
tional  Airport  Limited
(GHIAL) commissioned Cat-
egory II Instrument Landing
System (ILS) and associated
runway lighting system on
the primary runway. The up-
grade enables aircraft to
safely land in challenging vis-
ibility conditions as low as
300 meters.

Category II ILS provides
pilots more precise guidance
through a combination of
highly accurate radio signals
and advanced ground light-
ing systems.

“The implementation of
these advanced navigational
systems substantially elev-
ates our operational para-
meters while ensuring ad-
herence to the highest safety
standards in aviation opera-
tions,” Pradeep
Panicker, CEO, GHIAL said
in arelease.
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First offshore

India to build first offshore airport

airport

®To come up on TAKING OFF & Proposad bullet

EIlElItiﬁCial lSlﬂ_Il{l tradn fine batwasn PRIME MIMISTER HARENDRA
i & The Vadhvan airpart Mimbaand Mol had said that work would

near Mumbai project is 125 kilometres Ahmedabad to make :ﬁ;:uﬂ::::r&:ﬂéﬂa;hmﬁu

MIHIR MISHRA from Mumbai's existing SR% Mop nserty campaign in Maharashtra in

Mew Delhi, February 17

THE GOVERMMEMNT IS plan-
ning to buld fts first of shoe
atrport near Mumbai, people
familiarwiththe matter said as
part of the efforts to overhan|
thecountry s infastmucture.
The new airpartwill becan-
giructed anan artificial =land
nearthe Yadhvan seaport on
the west mast, acoording to
people familiar who did not
want to be idertified as the
details are private. The u peam-
Ing facility will be similar to
Hong Kong [nternational Air

international arport

Bt onreclalmed
land, it will not only
boost eonnectivity, but
also avoid lapd
acquisition delays

portand Osale's Kangal Inter-
national Akrport which arealse
built on man-made islands,
one of the peoplesaid,

In a meeting last month,
theproject ot initial pprovals
from the enviromment and
defencedepatments aswell as

hurdle will be
erimrring that
it puts snowgh

fifere

B Raped commute
options are crucial
betwean the new
project and other
alrports In the'city

B Upcoming facility
wil | b simmiilar to
Hoeng Kaeng
International Airport
and Osaka's Kansai
International Airport

the Maharash tra governm ent,
they sald. Feasibility studies
will be intsated, with Arports
Authontyof Indiaassistngthe
process, after which an esti-
mated investment figure will
emerge, the people wabd,
The Vadhvan airport pro

jeot — roughby 125 kilomet s
From Mumbai's existing inter-
national airport — showcases
both the scale of the povern
ment'sambitions aswell asthe
challenges ahead.

Continved on Page 18

Nowember,

Representativesion theav-
atton, environment amd
defence ministries did not
respond to emailed quenes
about the newly planned pro-
ject.An email to the office of
Maharashtra chief minister
Pevendra  Fadnavis  went
iiarswered

Projectsof this nature typi
cally take more than a decade
to be opemtional . Construction
for China’s Dalian Jinzthou Bay
International Alrport — the
workl's largest atrport an a
man-made island — waill be
completed in 2035,

Anofishoreairport nearby,
buit on reclaimed land,
will not only boost connectiv-
H'_v.i!']l.1!y1 A\'{H:llﬂ.lﬂ!a[l!"lll
tion-related delays  that
often beset projects in the
COUNETY.

—BLOOMBERG
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Odisha CM unveils 72.9L cr budget, focus on infra

Bhubaneswar: Odisha CM Mohan Majhi Monday presented an
infrastructure-heavy state Budget of Rs 2.9 lakh crore for 2025-26,
announcing several ambitious projects, including a greenfield air-
port, major road corridors & new ports, reports Ashok Pradhan.
The centrepiece of the infrastructure push in Majhi’s first full-
fledged Budget is Building & Management of Aviation Assets and
Network (B-MAAN) to establish a new airport at Paradip and ex-
pand air connectivity to 10 domestic and three international destmatmns with Rs
382 crore allocated for the purpose. The Budget also unveiled plans to develop new
ports at Inchuriand Bahuda, along with Mahanadi riverine port for ship repair:
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ePlane signs $1 b deal to supply

Our Bureau
Chennai

International Critical-care
Air Transfer Team (ICATT),
an air ambulance services
provider, will procure 788 air
ambulances from ePlane,
which was incubated in IIT-
Madras. The actual commer-
cials of the transaction will
be mutually agreed closer to
the delivery dates, with a
total value upwards of $1 bil-
lion, according to a release.

The MoU outlines the pro-
curement of one air ambu-
lance per district, making it
the single largest initial
agreement in the eVTOL
(electric Vertical Take-Off
and Landing) industry from
a customer. Given the dy-
namic nature of administrat-
ive boundaries, this number
will be adjusted as needed to
ensure comprehensive cov-
erage across India. The coun-
try recorded approximately
463 deaths per dayin road ac-
cidents in 2022. The over-
whelming demand for faster
medical transport solutions
is further highlighted by the
national 108 emergency
helpline, which receives
between 3,000 to 4,000 calls
per day per State.

Through this partnership,
ICATT aims to build India’s
most extensive air ambu-
lance network, ensuring that
no critical patient is left
without access to life-saving
care due to geographical bar-

788 air—ambLﬂances to ICATT

each district across India

riers. ICATT will offer its
technical insights and opera-
tional expertise to ensure
ePlane’s aircraft meets the e-
air-ambulance mission
standards. This initiative
seeks to significantly reduce
response times for the trans-
port of patients, organs, life
saving medicines and med-
ical equipment, particularly
in rural and accident-prone
areas.

SPEEDY SOLUTION
ePlane’s flagship aircraft, the
e200x is an ultra-compact,
highly efficient eVTOL offer-
ing safe, affordable, and sus-
tainable air transport, cap-
able of landing and taking off
in tight spaces.

With a wingspan of only
8m, the aircraft can take off
from roof tops or a roadside
field, the e200x can transport
patients 7x times faster than
on-road vehicles,’ says a re-
lease by ePlane, which was
founded by Satya Chakrav-

—‘. —_ :
TO SAVE LIVES. The plan is to provide one air ambulance for

arthy in 2019. Shalini Nal-
wad, Founder, ICATT, in the
release said, this initiative is
going to be agood solution in
terms of organ air-lifts.

Nearly 95 per cent of the
registered patient recipients
die before they get an organ.
This is purely because of the
lack of logistics, and not due
to lack of donors. ICATT was
founded in 2017 by Dr Rahul
Singh Sardar and Dr Shalini
Nalwad, trained anaesthet-
ists and critical care special-
ists, who worked in the UK’s
National Health Service
(NHS).

“By deploying air ambu-
lances at scale, we aim to en-
hance emergency response
capabilities, ensure faster
critical care access, and
bridge the gap between acci-
dent sites and advanced
medical facilities, ultimately
reducing fatalities and im-
proving healthcare accessib-
ility,” said Chakravarthy in
the release.
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India ‘emerging frontrunner in
sustainable aviation fuel segment’

Hﬂl‘llt Vaid
Mew Delhi

With its ambitious targets
and proactive approach, In-
dia is poised to become a
leader in the production and
adoption of sustainable avi-
ation fuel (SAF), a senior of-
ficial of the International
Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) official ~ told
businessline.

The international organ-
isation has been tasked with
facilitating the reduction of
carbon emissions in interna-
tional civil aviation.

Speaking to businessline,
Cesar Velarde, ICAO’s ACT-
SAF Project Coordinator,
said India is among the top
five countries globallyin pro-
moting SAF. Velarde was in
India to conduct a feasibility
study to determine the po-
tential of SAF production
and usage in the country.

In technical parlance, SAF
is renewable or waste-de-
rived aviation fuel that meets
sustainability criteria. Tech-
nical analysis has shown that
SAF has the potential to re-
duce CO: emissions in the
aviation industry.

Besides, the fuel type plays
a key role in Carbon Offset-
ting and Reduction Scheme
for International Awiation
(CORSIA). This scheme is
implemented in  three

phases, of which participa-
tion is voluntary in the first
two phases (2021-2026). In-
dia has decided not to parti-

cipate in the voluntary
phases of CORSIA. The off-
setting requirements under
the CORSIA for Indian carri-
ers will start from 2027.

The scheme is applicable
to international flights ori-
ginating from one country to
another.

GLOBAL LEADER

“India has all the elements to
become a global leader in
SAF production, such as a
well established fuel in-
dustry consisting of suppli-
ers, producers and refiners.
All of these can contribute
knowledge that will support
the future of the SAF in-
dustry,”  Velarde  told
businessline.

“There are many import-
ant national level industry
stakeholders that are already
interested in investing in
SAF production.”

Furthermore, he cited
that India has established
ambitious targets for self
supply, and “that’s a clear in-
dicator of the leadership of
India.”

“I would place India
among the top players in de-
veloping SAF around the
world.”

Centre plans to imple-
ment the scheme with indic-
ative targets of one per cent
of SAF blend in aviation tur-
bine fuel from 2027, going up
to two per cent in 2028, and
five per cent by 2030.

PRICE VIABILITY
On the price viability, the
higher cost of sustainable
fuel as compared to the tra-
ditional propellant, Velarde
pointed out that global SAF
supply will eventually reduce
this distortion.“The expecta-
tion is that with the imple-
mentation of SAF policies
around the world, supply will
increase and that will reduce
the price gap,” he said.
“Besides, the advent of
newer technologies will
speed up SAF capacities to
develop around the world,
thereby reducing the price
cap. It will become more
competitive.”
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Air India, Virgin Australia
in codeshare partnership

Maw Daill: &0 India has entered

intea codeshare partnership
with Virgin Australia that will
allow the Tata Group-owned
airline’s passengers to trawel on
asingle ticket to 16 cibes in
Avsrralia and Mew Zealand
"The unilateral codeshare
agreement cnables Ar Inda bo
place s ‘Ar' code on flghts
cperated by Virgin Australia
This anhances oppomunitieg
that Air india customers have
whan travelling from Delhi ta
Melbourmne or Sydney and take
seamless onward connectons,
Air bndia sadd, wn
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Air India, Virgin Australia
sign codeshare agreement

AirIndia has entered a codeshare partnership with Virgin Australia,
allowing seamless travel on a single ticket to 16 cities across
Australia and New Zealand. Under this unilateral codeshare, Air
India will place its 'Al' code on Virgin Australia flights. The
partnership expands connectivity to cities including Adelaide,
Brisbane, Canberra, Gold Coast, Perth, Queenstown, and more. PTI
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Cheaperindirect routes pull Indian
flyers away from direct Europe flights

SURAIEET DS GUPTA
Mewi Delhi, 17 February

India is losing out on traffic to Europe
on direct flights, as major hubs In West
Agia and some in Europe offer lower
fares for reaching clties like London,
Paris, Frankfurr, Amsterdam, Istanbul,
and Milan indirectly through their hubs.

With a large volume of teaffic flving
indirectly, aviation research company
OAG says a low-cost carrier (LEC) like
IndiGo is well-positioned to sway these
flyers from indirect to direct flights by
leveraging its low-cost model.

Data from QAG, covering December
2023 1o November 2024, shows that as
much as a third of flyers between
Mumbai and London and a fourth of fly-
ers from Delhl to London travel indirect-
Iy. As much as 42 per cent of flyers from
Mumbai to Paris and 65 per cent from
the city to Amsterdam fly Indirectly.
Meanwhile, 60 per cent of those travel-
ling from Delhi to Milan and nearly a
fourth of flyers between Mumbai and
Framkfurt fly Indirectly — despite
Lufthansa’s strong Indian operations.
Even Turkish Alrlines, which has an
aggressive presence in India, still sees 18
per cent of flvers opting for Indirect
flights to reach Istanbul from Mumbal.

London is the jewel in the crown.
During this perlod, 99,191 passengers
from Mumbai travelled indirectly, while
233100 ook direct flights, From Delhi,

102,028 passengers flew Indirecily to
London, while 316,111 chose direct flights.

Explaining the rend, Anil Kalsi, vice-
president of the Travel Agents
Federation of India, says, “Indians are

LOSING
AIR TRAFFIC

cost-conscious, and Indirect flights can gers who flew
be anywhere between 310,000 to £20,000 indirectly from Delhiand
cheaper than direct flights. Mumbai to followi
MNumerous alrlines, cities
Including

Gulf  Alr, o

Oman  Alr,

Etihad Airways, Kuwait ® Delhi = Mumbai
Alrways, and In Europe, Alr
Astana, LOT Polish Alrlines, and
Turkish Alrlines, offer ativactive prices.
Some tourists also use stopovers to visit
maore places.”

However, he points out that LCCs on
long-haul routes could change the game,
as 1s expected with IndiGo. OAG notes

that IndiGo, which had originally Frankfurt 19
planned [ts long-haul flights for 2027 b |
(covering destinations across Europe),

could prepone lis launch to 2025, Thisis e

because the airline has signed an agree-
ment to wet lease Boeing B7A7 alreraft
from LCC Norse Atlantic Afrways, which
operates long-haul flights.

IndiGo is expected to take at least six
of its afrcraft to achieve scale and opera-
tlonal efficlency. Previously, the aleline
had planned to launch long-haul flights
enly after receiving delivery of the 30
widebodied A350 aircraft it had ordered,
starting in 2027

Istanbul
18

| 5

Milan

|

Mote: Data from Dec 1003 to Haiw 200
Source: Q&G
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M Air India Inks Codeshare
Deal with Virgin Australia

NEW DELHI Air India has ente-
redintoacodeshare partners-
hip with Virgin Australia that

A

erstotravelinasingleticketto 16 citiesin
Australiaand New Zealand. The unilateral
codeshare agreement enables Air India to
placeits'Al' code onflights operated by
Virgin Australia.

“This enhances the opportunities that Air
India customers have when travelling from

will allow the airline’s passeng-

Delhi to Melbourne or Sydney and take
seamless onward connectionson Virgin
Australiaflights to 16 destinations,” Air
India said inarelease on Monday.

Thecitiesare Adelaide, Ballina/Byron
Bay, Brisbane, Cairns, Canberra, Darwin,
Gold Coast, Hamilton Island, Hobart,
Launceston, Melbourne, Newcastle, Perth,
Sunshine Coast, Sydney (Australia) and
Queenstown (New Zealand).

Air India operates 14x weekly flights from
India to Australia, flying non-stop daily
from Delhi to Melbourne and Delhi to
Sydney.-PTI
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Global aerospace firms turn to
India amid supply chain crisis

HIVEDITA BHATTACHARIEE
Bengaluru, February 17

AIRBUS, COLLINS AEROSPACE,
Pratt & Whitney, and Rolk-Royoe
are expandmg parts sourcm g from
India, driving growth in the coun-
Ly s emerging acrospacesectorand
pushing local firms toelevate thelr
gamses, industry insiders sy,

Bengaluru-based Hical Tech
nologies and )G Acro are among
those riding the wave Hical, asup
plier to Raytheon Technology and
Boeng among others, alms to dou-
bile revenue o 557,57 million from
its aemospacedivisionin three years,
said Yashas fanveer Shashikimn, jobnt
managing director, |G Aemo,also in
Bengabury's industrial hub, took 12
years to hit 52 millloninrevenve but
enared o 520 milion b the last s,
said CEC Anuf [hunjhunwala

The growth is part of an Asia
Pacific aerospace surge, with 2024
revenue projected to be 540 above
20191 evel s, whil e Morth America and
t-:l.:ln||u.- rematn 3% and 456 lower,
according to Accenture Research.
*Eadier, wewere chasing customers.
Now, they are equally interested in
evaluating Indian machine shops”
fhamjhunwala said, ad ding that con-
tracts were being simed more
guickly and onboarding processes
being done much faster than ever
bafore. Thie comipanies produce parts

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
minsterPryush Goval held disews
sions with representatvesof US
deience major Lockheed Martinon
Mondayonopportundties for man-
ufacturinmg akreraft in India

He hield a meeting with a del

' Goyal discusses with Lockheed
Martin domestic manufacturing

Wilhamson, president at Lock

heed Martin International,
New Delhi."Explored opportuni

ties formanufacturing aic it in
Indka to further strengthen the
‘Make in India’ initiative in the
aerospace and defence sectors,”

cgation led by Michael GoyalsaidinapostonX.—PTI
forlanding gearwings fuslage slec-  amongthebigges aircmft buyers in

trical switches and motion contml
systemsessential forflight safetyand
pedformance. Leading Western
plane and engine manufacturers,
whiose output has been constrained
by strikes, production caps, and
parts and labourshortages sincethe
pandemic, say they want to source
more from India to mect rising
demand forairtmvel Thecountry is

th= wl:lri:lI yetacoounis forond ¥ 194
of the global supply chain market.
India, the world's third-largest
domestic aviation market by seats,
ks also among the fastest- growing,
driving demand for mainte nance
services and parts. Massive alreraft
orders from [nd iGo and Alr India
are fuclhng growth across theavi
ation coosYStoem. —REUTERS
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Global aerospace firms turn to India amid western supply chain woes

feedbackig@livemint.com
BEMGALLIRU

irbus, Collins Aero-
space, Pratt & Whitney,
and Rolls-Rovee are

expanding parts sourcing from
India, driving growth in the
Country’semerging aerospace
sector and pushing local firms
toelevate their games, industry
insiders sav.
Bengaluru-based  Hical
Technologies and 116G Aeroare
among those rding the wave.
Hical, a supplier to Raytheon
Technology and Boeing among
others, aims todouble revenue
to 1300 crore from its aero-
space division in three vears,
said Yashas Jaiveer Shashi-

Kiran, joint managing director.

116G Aero, alsoin Bengalini's
industrial hub, tooli 12 yearsto
hit 32 million in revenue but
soared to 520 million in the last
six, s1id chief executive officer
An Jhumjhomwala,

The growth is part ofan Asia-
Pacific aerospace surge, with
2024 revenue projected to be
54% above 2019 levels, while
North America and Europe
remain 3% and 4% lower,
according to Accenture
Research.

“Earlier, we were chasing
customers. Now, they are
equally interested in evaluating
Indian machine shops,” Thunj-
hunwala said, adding that con-
tracts were being signed more
guickly and onboarding pro-

cesses being done much faster
than ever before.

The companies produce
parts for landing gear, wings,
fuselage, electrical switches
and motion control systems
essential for flight safety and
performance.

Leading Western plane and
engine manufacturers, whose
output hias been constrained by
strikes, production caps, and
parts and labour shorapes
since the pandemic, say they
wait o source more from India
to meet rising demand for air
travel

“India is the best solution to
supply chain challenges.” Huw
Morgan, senior vice president
for aerospace procurement at
Rolls-Royee, said last weel at

7

/

Airbus in 2024 awarded its second aircraft door cantract withina

year ta Indian suppliers.

an industry event.

“(ur engine volumes are
growing at around 20% and the
traditional supply chains are
Jjust not able to support it

RELITERS

Morgan said. “India is ... the
best cost market.”

The British company plans
to double sourcing from India
within five years.

The country is among the
biggest aircraft buvers in the
world, yet accounts foronly 1%
of the global supply chain mar-

ket, according to
the recently
formed Aerospace
Inclia Assoeiation.
“Post-covid, the
global aerospace
industry has
reached an inflec-
tion point. While
this shift began in
20200, aerospace is
a slow-moving
industry—it takes
time for changes (o
materialise,” said

TAKE-OFF
MODE

LEADING Western
plane and engine
manufacturers say
they want o souwrce
rrcwre froem India

INDLA, the world's
Jrd-largest domestic
aviation market by
seats, s also among
the fastest-growing

et domestic avition market by
seats, s also among the fastest -
erowing, driving demand for
maintenance services and

parts.

Massive aircraft
orders from IndiGo
and Air India are
fuelling growth
arross the aviation
ecosystem, Air
India CEQ Camp-
bell Wilson told
Rewters.

Although Indian
firms have long
supplied the 3180
billion global aero-
space industry,

Aravind Melligeri of supplier
Aejus,
India, theworld's thivd-Larg-

they are now moving beyvond
basic manufacturing to higher-
value work such as design,

engineering, and system inte-
oration.

Airbus in 2024 awarded its
second aircrafi door contract
within avear to Indian suppli-
£r%.

*India is contributing more
than 1 billion euros currently in
the overall Airbas supply chain
and we expect to double that.
Every commercial aircraft of
Alrbus today has some part or
component that is made in
India,” said Michel Narchi,
head Of international opera-
tiomns at Alrbus said.

Indlia’s civil aviation ministry
held a meeting last week with
industry leaders about boost-
ingcomponent manufaciuring,
said AIA director general Srin-
ivasgan Dwarakanath.
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Alr India customers to be able to travel 1o 16 cities
in Australia, Mew Zealand on one ticket REUTLES

AlIr India partners
with Virgin Australia

ir India has eniered into a codeshame
A partnershipwith Viegin Australia that

will allow the Tata Group-owned airline's
passenrers o traved ina single ket to 6 cities
in Anstratia and New Zealand.

“The unilateral codeshare agreement enables
Air India o place its* Al code on flights operated
by Virgin Australia. " Thisenhances the
opportunities that Air India customers e
when travelling froan Delthi to Melbowrmeor
Sydney and take seamless onward connections
on Virgin Australio fighis to 16 destinations.” Adr
India said ina relesse on Monday.

The cities are Adelaide, Balling Byron Bay,
Brisharwe, Cairmns, Canberra, Darwin, Gobd Coast,
Humilton Island, Hobart. Launceston,
Melbouwrme, Newrastle, Perth, Sunshine Coast,
Sydney (Australia) and Queenstown (Now
Lealanad).

Air Inddia operates Hx weeldy flights from
Inddia to Austratia_flving none-stop daily from
Dhelhito Melbourme and Dielhi to Sydney.

Theairline has more than 16 codeshare and
arpund 100 interline agreements with variouns
airlines. Pl
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Air traffic control
staff face firing
post DC jet crash

Washington: The Trump ad-
ministration has begun firing
hundreds of Federal Aviation
Administration  employvees,
upendingstaff onabusy airtra-
vel weekend and just weeks af-
ter a fatal mid-air collision at
Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport.

Probationary workers were
targeted in late night emails
Friday notifying they had been
fired, Professional Aviation Sa-
fety Specialists union said. Im-
pacted workers include person-
nel hired for FAA radar, lan-
ding and navigational aid ma-
intenance. National Air Traffic
Controllers Association said it
was “analyzing the effect of the
reported federal employee ter-
minations on aviation safety;
the national airspace svstem
and our members.” The firings
hit FAA when itfacesashortfall
in controllers. In the Jan 29
crash, one controller was han-
ding both commercial airline
and helicopter traffic. ap
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