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Manipur Forest Dept inks

MoUs with BSNL,

CORRESPONDENT

IMPHAL, Nov 15: The
Manipur Forest Department
has signed two memoran-
dums of understanding
(MoUs) with Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited (BSNL) and
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) for strengthening the
protection and communica-
tion network across forest
revenue stations and pre-
venting forest and wildhife of-
fences i the State, which
may lead to a hike m reve-
nue collection.

The MoUs were signed in
the presence of Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
(PCCF) and Head of Forest
Force Anurag Bajpai, Con-
servator of Forests (Central
Circle} RK Amarjit Singh,
General Manager (BSNL)
BS Sharma and Director
(AAT) Chupemmi Keishing at
the Forest Headquarters
here on Friday.

Key objectives of the MoU
with the BSNL include infra-
structure  deployment
through optical fibre cable for
forest offices, surveillance

and monitoring through
GPS-enabled mobile devic-
es for fronthne staff, IPbased
CCTV, ANPR cameras, trap
cameras at strategic forest
check posts, drone units for
aerial surveillance and set-
ting up of Central Command
and Control Centre (4Cs) at
the Forest Headquarters.

The project will be imple-
mented m a phased manner
and 15 expected to be com-
pleted in three years.

Under the MoU titled
‘Networking and Commu-
nication Infrastructure for
Forest Revenue Stations of
Manipur’, the BSNL, in
close coordination with the
Forest Department, will
design, deploy and maintain
advanced networking solu-
tions to enhance digital ac-
cess and streamline depart-
mental operations.

This imtiative aims to en-
sure seamless data transmis-
sion, real-time reporting,
improved coordination, and
effective monitoring of
movement of forest resourc-
es across the State.

The office 1s expected to

AAIl

become operational soon fol-
lowing the setting up of nec-
essary infrastructural ar-
rangements. The partner-
ship underscores the collec-
tive commitment of the Ma-
nipur Government and AAI
towards sustainable develop-
ment and robust forest and
wildlife governance.

Speaking on the occasion,
PCCF Anurag Bajpar said
that the partnership with
BSNL would greatly en-
hance the efficiency, trans-
parency, and responsiveness
of field operations.

BSNL General Manager
Sharma highlighted their
commitment to support gov-
ernment departments with
robust and secure communi-
cation solutions and contrib-
ute to the digital strengthen-
g of Mampur’s forest ad-
mirstration.

Stressing the importance
of environmental responsi-
bility in aviation infrastruc-
ture, AAI Director Keishing
stated that the AAI is com-
mitted to supporting sustain-
able practices across all its
airports.



AIRPL}R ISAUT HOF?.ITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

LHE HIEDIL]

CHENNAT

16 NOVEMBER 2025

AAI 1Ssues new car passes to
persons with disabilities for
pick-up or drop at airport

They can now take an additional 5 minutes to board and alight from cabs, without having to pay

parking fares. They can collect the pass from the airport’s toll gate or the ‘May I Help You' desk

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

n what could give re-
l lief to persons with

disabilities, the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI) has issued car park-
ing passes that will give
them additional time to
board and alight from
cabs, without having to
pay parking fares, at Chen-
nai airport.

Members of the Disabili-
ty Rights Alliance (DRA) re-
cently met AAI officials and
flagged their concerns
about some of the issues
they face at the airport.
One concern was that the
ten-minute time period for
vehicle drop-offs and pick-
ups was not sufficient for
them, and they have had to
pay a parking fee.

Following the discus-
sions with DRA members,
AAI has begun giving car
parking passes that pro-
vides them with an addi-
tional five minutes to enter
and exit the airport.

Smitha Sadasivan, a
member of the DRA and a
frequent flyer, said: “This
is definitely beneficial, and
we are glad that the time
period has been extended

Relaxing norms: Members of the Disability Rights Alliance recently met AAl officials and raised concern
over the existing ten-minute time period for vehicle drop-offs and pick-ups. FILE PHOTO

Officials of the AAI
say they will offer
any assistance

needed for persons
with disabilities

for persons with
disabilities.”

She recounted the in-
stances where she had to
pay I350 at the exit toll
gate as she needed more
time to board or alight
from her vehicle.

Persons with disabili-
ties, who have a departing

flight, can collect the pass

at the airport’s entry toll

gate or the “May I Help You’
desk and hand it over to
the driver so that he can re-
turn it at the exit toll gate.
Similarly, those who arrive
and book a cab can ask
their driver to collect the
pass for them from the gate
or the desk, she said.

“In case persons with
disabilities arriving at the
Chennai airport need assis-
tance to get the pass,
among others, they can
contact the number
6379428539, she added.

While for a start, this ad-
ditional five minutes will

be useful, Ms. Sadasivan
said the AAI could consid-
er giving another five mi-
nutes for those with very
severe disabilities.

She added that they
would need assistance to
go till the counter once
they alight from the
vehicle.

Officials of the AAI said
they would offer any assis-
tance needed for persons
with disabilities. “If we
have to coordinate with air-
lines or ask them to make
any arrangements, we are
ready to do it,” an official
said.
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Why was there a tech glitch at Delhi airport?

Why did the Automatic Message Switching System fail? What happens when there’s a technical

failure? How many flights did the November 6 incident affect? What are the issues that have

surfaced after the incident? Which airports use the AMSS? Does it need upgrading?

Murali N. Krishnaswamy

The story so far:

ir traffic operations at New Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International (IGI)
Airport were affected on November 6,
after the Automatic Message
Switching System (AMSS) experienced a
technical issue. It took over 24 hours for it to be
restored. The Civil Aviation Ministry is reported
to have asked the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) to upgrade the system.

What was the issue in Delhi?

The Air Traffic Controllers’ Guild (India) raised
its concerns, highlighting how the disruption
forced Air Traflic Controllers (ATCOs) to
manually handle over 2,500 daily aircraft
movements, including more than 1,500

scheduled flights and 1,000 aircraft overflying
Indian airspace. An aviation source who is
closely associated with Air Traffic Control (ATC)
told The Hindu that the automation systems used
by ATCOs derive the data from the Flight Data
Processing System (FDPS), which in turn is fed
by the AMSS. When the AMSS experienced
failure, the automation systems did not get the
required data, including flight plans. Yogendra
Gautam, CCM, Air Traffic Safety Electronics
Personnel Association (ATSEPA) India, has told
The Hindu that the AMSS is a core
communication backbone for air trafhic
operations, used in all the major ATC centres
including Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata,
to handle aeronautical messages. These include
flight plans, departure and arrival messages,
delay and cancellation messages, meteorological
and NOTAM updates and coordination messages
between ATCs and airlines. Essentially, it

-
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‘Existing
automation
systems
used for air
traffic
control
have begun
Lo exhibit
significant
perform-
ance
degradation’

Time to upgrade: Union Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu visits Delhi
Airport on November 8 to review operations after the technical glitch. ani

receives, stores and forwards these messages
automatically through the Aeronautical Fixed
Telecommunication Network and Aeronautical
Message Handling System (AMHS) links.

It works using input sources, from airlines,
ATC centres, meteorological offices, and AAI
stations, which send digital flight or operational
messages. The AMSS also converts various
formats into a unified format. There is a routing
logic, where the system decides where each
message must go, whether to the ATC tower or
other airports. Messages are temporarily stored
in a central database and can be retrieved in
case of transmission delays. The official said that
the AMSS runs 24X7, processing thousands of
flight-related messages.

Technical and procedural issues can trigger
AMSS failure. Delhi’s AMSS, which was supplied
by a Spanish organisation, is built on an older
server architecture with legacy
message-switching software — there have been
patches and upgrades. The system has some
India-made content. Database or server
overload, especially during peak hours, can
cause delays or loss of communication. Other
reasons include inadequate synchronisation
between standby systems leading to message
blackout periods, and integration issues with
other systems. As the AMSS interfaces with air
traffic service automation, aeronautical
information service and network routers, any
network fault or delayed interface response can
choke the AMSS message flow. The official said
there is also limited local technical manpower
trained on this legacy system. In Delhi, the glitch
was reportedly due to a synchronisation failure
between the primary and standby servers,
compounded by delayed switch-over and
corrupted message queues. The result was an
inability to transmit/receive flight plans and
NOTAMs, he said, adding that a migration to a
modern, cloud-supported AMHS/ATS integrated
system is long overdue,

How busy is Delhi airport?

In 2024, under the ‘total passengers’ category,
IGI Airport was ranked ninth among the world’s
busiest airports, handling 77.8 million
passengers, according to the Airports Council
International (ACI) World list. It was ranked 15,
for its 4,77,509 aircraft movements. The ACI
represents over 2,181 airports across 170
countries. Due to the glitch, over 500 flights
were affected and several cancelled.

What has the parliamentary report said?
In its ‘Three Hundred Eightieth Report - Overall
Review of Safety in the Civil Aviation Sector’
(presented to the Rajya Sabha on August 20,

2025), the Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Transport, Tourism and Culture observed
that “existing automation systems used for air
traffic control, particularly at high-density
airports such as Delhi and Mumbai, have begun
to exhibit significant performance degradation.
This includes issues of system slowness, data
processing lags, and a lack of modern
decision-support features”. It adds: “The
existing Indian ATC systems lack many of the
advanced, integrated capabilities that are now
standard in modern air trafhic management
systems used by global counterparts like
Eurocontrol or the FAA.” This deficit, it said,
places an enormous additional cognitive strain
on already-overworked ATCOs, who are forced
to manually compensate for the system'’s
shortcomings. This “increases the risk of human
error and limits the overall capacity of the
airspace”.

How is it in Europe for instance?

Professor Marina Efthymiou, Professor of
Aviation Management, Business School, Dublin
City University, Ireland, has told The Hindu that
Europe’s Air Traffic Management (ATM) system,
coordinated through Eurocontrol and
implemented through national air navigation
service providers, operates on a complex
network of legacy and modernised systems that
must seamlessly integrate under the Single
European Sky framework. While initiatives such
as SESAR (the technological pillar of the Single
European Sky) aim to digitalise and harmonise
ATM across Europe, the coexistence of outdated
radar systems, fragmented communication
protocols, and inconsistent data-sharing
platforms continues to expose vulnerabilities to
technical glitches and cyber threats. There have
been disruptions, such as system outages in
flight data processing or communication
networks, highlighting the fragility of Europe’s
current ATM infrastructure and the need for
resilient, cloud-based and Al-driven
coordination tools to ensure continuity.

The future of air navigation in Europe is likely
to rely on satellite-based navigation (GNSS) and
automation-enhanced traffic prediction, but
these advances will require robust cybersecurity
frameworks and redundancy systems to mitigate
the risk of data corruption or signal
interference, she said.

Are there plans to upgrade?

In February 2025, Minister of State for Civil
Aviation, Murlidhar Mohol, listed a series of
initiatives being undertaken by the AAI in air
traffic and air navigation management. These
include the installation of a new pan-India
AMHS to replace the existing AMHS and AMSS
systems and Automatic Dependent
Surveillance-Broadcast ground stations at 21
airports which utilise GPS and satellites for
determining aircraft positions. Their installation
at 15 other locations has been completed.
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AAIshowcases
aviation
innovation at
II'TF 2025:

At the 44th India
International Trade Fair
2025, Airports Authority of
India (AAI) unveiled a
visually engaging pavilion at
Bharat Mandapam, Pragati
Maidan, reflecting the
theme “Ek Bharat, Shrestha
Bharat” Running from 14th
to 27 November, the stall
highlights India’s aviation
excellence, technological
innovation, and
sustainability initiatives. A
key attraction is the live Air
Traffic Control
demonstration, giving
visitors a firsthand
experience of real-time air
traffic management,
showcasing AAIs
leadership in modemising
civil aviation.
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T.N. govt. submits site
clearance application

for airport in Hosur

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has sent the site clea-
rance application to the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
seeking the first stage of
approval for establishing
the airport in Hosur.

The State government
has envisaged Hosur as an
international airport locat-
ed in Shoolagiri taluk (bet-
ween Berigai and Bagalur),
which will have a capacity
to handle 30 million pas-
sengers.

The State government
has once again written to
the Ministry of Defence re-
questing permission to re-
lax airspace restrictions for
the Hosur airport. The Ta-
mil Nadu government had
sought the Defence Minis-
try’s clearance in this re-
gard for the first time in
June. Sources said the De-
fence Ministry responded
that they were not in fa-
vour of the arrangement
owing to various reasons
and since the airspace in
Hosur region also fell with-
in the control of Hindustan

Aeronautics Limited
(HAL).
“The airspace of Benga-

luru airport and Taneja Ae-
rospace and Aviation Li-
mited (TAAL) already
overlap with HAL airspace.
The Chief Secretary has
provided all the technical
details to the Ministry
again citing how it would
be possible to do so with
the Hosur airport as well,
and there could be an ar-
rangement in this regard.
We have highlighted the
reasons on how it could
coexist. We are waiting to
hear from them now,” a
source said.

Six to eight months

It will take a minimum of
six to eight months to get
site clearance for the Ho-
sur airport, sources said.
In the case of the Parandur
airport, it took a little more

The government has
once again written to
the Defence Ministry
asking permission

to relax airspace
restrictions for

the Hosur airport

than a year for the Tamil
Nadu government to re-
ceive site clearance. If site
clearance is obtained from
the Centre, the State go-
vernment then needs to re-
ceive in-principle appro-
val.

The State government
will have to wait another
eight years to start passen-
ger operations at Hosur air-
port since Bangalore Inter-
national Airport Limited
and the Ministry of Civil
Aviation have an agree-
ment that prohibits the es-
tablishment of other air-
ports within 150 km of
aerial distance of the Ben-
galuru airport.

Economic hub

Hosur, which already is an
electronics and manufac-
turing hub, has also been
attracting a slew of fresh in-
vestments in other sectors
too and is gearing up rapid-
ly to transform into an eco-
nomic hub. The new air-
port with advanced
passenger and cargo in-
frastructure will reduce
the dependence on the
Bengaluru airport. The air-
port will further boost de-
velopment in the region
and will draw more invest-
ments into the State.

Initially, the Hosur air-
port will have one termi-
nal, and two runways have
been planned.

The airport will be de-
signed in such a way that it
can be expanded in the fu-
ture as per requirement.
The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has proposed to
build the airport on 2,300
acres and of this, nearly
650 acres is already owned
by it.
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Int’l air cargo
services resume
at Vizag Airport

USHA PERI @ Visakhapatnam

INTERNATIONAL air cargo
operations resumed at Visa-
khapatnam Airport on Friday,
marking the end of suspension
that had been in place since the
outbreak of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. The anmouncement was
made by Union Civil Aviation
Minister K Ram Mohan Naidu
during the 30th CII Partmership
Summit in the city

“The resumption of services
is expected to reduce logistical
difficulties for exporters in and
around Visakhapatnam. Until
now, companies in sectors such
as pharmaceuticals, textiles,
and other manufacturing units
operating from the Pharma
SEZ, AP MedTech Zone, Textile
Park, and the Visakhapatnam
Special Economic Zone had to
move their cargo through Hy-
derabad or Chennai.

The detour increased trans-
portation costs, and led to long-
er shipment timelines, said
Andhra Pradesh Air Travellers
Association (APATA) members
K Kumar Raja, DS Varma, and
0 Naresh Kumar. Industry rep-
resentatives say the restart will
help streamline exports by pro-
viding a direct link.
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Delhi airport traffic in Apr-Oct falls
3.5% due to upgrade, airspace closure

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Delhi

GMR Airports Limited report-
ed a 3.5% year-on-year decline
in passenger traffic at its flag-
ship Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (DEL) for the
first seven months of the cur-
rent fiscal due to year runway
upgrade and airspace closure,
according to a mandatory fil-
ing with the stock exchanges.
The data shows that from
April to October 2025, Delhi
Ajirport handled 43.18 million
passengers, down from 44.77
million in the same period last
year. The weakness was prima-
rily in the domestic sector,
which saw a 4.7% contraction,
while international traffic re-
mained nearly flat with a mi-
nor 0.3% decline. Overall, the
company’s passenger traffic
during the April-October 2025

The traffic trajectory is expected to
further strengthen & transcend going
ahead due to greater airport
efficiency resulting from enhanced &
optimized runway operations

GMR Airports

period grew at 0.3% to 68 mil-
lion. GMR Airports cited run-
way upgrade and airspace clo-

sure as the two major factors
for the drop in passenger traffic
in Delhi Airport. According to
the company, a significant up-
grade project on Runway 10/28,
a critical piece of infrastruc-
ture, led to reduced operational
capacity during the period.

Changed airspace conditions
amid a series of geopolitical
events also caused temporary
disruptions to flight opera-
tions. However, the monthly
data for October 2025 reveals a
turnaround. With the enhanced
runway reopening on Septem-
ber 16 and the upgraded Termi-
nal 2 becoming operational on
October 26, passenger traffic
surged. October passenger
numbers jumped 11.7% com-
pared to September, with do-
mestic traffic leading the
charge at a 12.6% month-on-
month increase.
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More flights line
up from Navi
Mumbai airport

\\ rith flights set to operate
" from Navi Mumbai air-
port from Dec 25 IndiGo
opened bookings to 10 Tndian
cities from Saturday; a day af-
ter Akasa. IndiGo fares
seemed a bit higher when
compared to those from Mum-
baiairport, largely because of
the higher UDE But some
Akasa vear-end flights to Ko-
chiand Goaweremuch cheap-
er from the new airport. P2
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IndiGo fares from NMIA higher than
at existing airport, Akasa Air cheaper

Tinmes News NETWoRK

Mumbai: With Navi Mumbai
International Alirport
(NMILA) set to join the region's
skies on Dec 25, early fares re-
veal a two-track trend. While
IndiGo fares from Navi Mum-
bai are more expensive than
from the existing Mumbai air-
port, Akasa Air is doing the
opposite,

After Akasa Air, IndiGo
opened bookings for flights fi-
om NMIA on Saturday, but the
code "NMI'" hasnot vet debuted
on travel portals. The IndiGo
website offers flights from Na-
vi Mumbai to 10 Indian air-
ports. The fare difference is a
few thousand rupees, largely
attributable to the higher
User Development Fee (UDF)
charged by Navi Mumbai air-
port. New airports typically
are permitted by airport regu-
lators worldwide tolevy a hea-
vier tax to cover the capital ex-
penditure. For instance, on
the IndiGo website on Satur-
day, the cheapest one-way fare
to fly from Navi Mumbai to
Delhi on Dec 26 was priced at
Rs 7,350, while to fly from
Mumbai to Delhi it was Rs
6,638, The tax component for
the Navi Mumbai ticket was
Rs 1,384, while that for Mu-

FARES REVEAL TWO-TRACK TREND

IndiGo and Akasa Air approx fares for Dec 26
travel from NMIA versus BOM as available

on Nov 15 INDIGO {
(In%) NMI BOM '
Deihi N 7400 I 700
B'luru [ 6,300 B 4400
Kochi I 9200 [N 0200
Goa (Mopa) [ 7,300 I
Ahmedabad [N 7000 I 4500
Lucknow [N 6,800 ;500
Hyd I 5,000 [ 4 000
Nagpur [N 7300 B 500
Mangalore [ 11,000 21,000
Jaipur [ 5,700 BN s.700
AKASA AIR
Delhi I 5,600 B 5800
oa [ 5,000 I 13200
Kochi I 6200 27,000

mbai was Rs 838. On Akasa
Air website, though, the Dec
26 ticket to Delhi from Navi
Mumbai was for Rs 5,558, with
Rs 1,375 as taxes, while from
Mumbai it was Rs 5.776 with
taxes adding up to Rs 884,

But the brow-raising fares
are those offered by Akasa to
Kochi and Goa, the two desti-
nations that see peak demand
for Dec-end travel. Akasa's
Dec 26 one-way Mumbai-Ko-
chi fare is priced at Rs 26,659,
while the Navi Mumbai to Ko-

chifare on the same day is cur-
rently priced at Rs 6,887, A si-
milar trend is seen with Goa-
Mopa fares for Dec 26 travel.
From Mumbai, it is Rs 13,147,
while from Navi Mumbai it is
Rs 6,000,

The huge difference tho-
ugh is due to the peak season
demand, passengers have boo-
ked early, grabbing the lower
fare seats on flights from
Mumbai. A comparison of fa-
res offered for Jan travel
shows a smaller difference.

For instance: Akasa fare for
Jan 6, 2026, travel to Kochi is
Rs 8,000 from Mumbai and Rs
5,400 from NMIL

On the IndiGo website, the
word “Mumbai” brings up the
option to book only from the
existing airport, while on the
Akasa website, a drop-down
offers NaviMumbaiairportas
the second option for hooking.

Will passengers find them-
selves accidentally at the
wrongairport? Mostly, no. But
on the IndiGo website, there
was a potential booking acci-
dent waiting to happen for
Mangaluru or Jaipur-bound
passengers. A search for
flights from Mumbai to Mang-
aluru for Dec 26 showed the
cheapest ticket priced at Rs
10,727. But this ticket is on a
10:20am departure flight from
Navi Mumbai airport and not
Mumbai airport. The second
fare, priced at Rs 20,885, isfora
2pm departure from Mumbai
airport. Ditto for Jaipur, the
Navi Mumbai flight is listed
first, though the search was
for flights from Mumbai.

Passengers who book the
cheapestticket without check-
ing the airport the flight de-
parts from could find themsel-
ves in trouble on the day of the
journey.
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Mum airport

handles close
to record 1k+
flights in a day

Mumbai: Mumbai airport
handled 1,031 aircraft move-
ments on Friday, which in-
cluded 949 scheduled airli-
ne arrivals and departures
and 82 non-scheduled
flights, said a source from
the Airports Authority of
India.

The record highest air
traffic handled was 1,032
flights on Nov 11, 2023, but
this number is for 24 hours
counted from midnight-
—the airport operator coll-
ects data based on local ti-
me. The 1,031 flight movem-
entregistered Friday, onthe
other hand, is from 5.30am
tos.30amthe nextday, asthe
air traffic control goes by
UTC and not local time.

The busiest hours on
Friday were between 8am
and 9am, when the airport
recorded 50 movements, fol-
lowed by the6am to Tam and
TamtoBamslots, which saw
48 and 47 movements re-
spectively. On an hourly ba-
sis, flight movements stay-
ed above 40 for most of the
morning and early afterno-
on, reflecting the typical pe-
ak pattern for Mumbai's
single-runway operation.

Traffic thinned out
slightly after 9pm, with the
10pm to 10.59pm slot recor-
ding 28 movements and the
final hour of the day hand-
ling 35. tan
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Draft EU rules for Al use inaviation

The European Urion fsation Safety Agency has releaisd i
farst regulatory propogal an‘artifcial intelligence (Al for
aviation' for consultation. Ths marks a major Step toward
ensuring Al trustworthiness in aviation, in
alignmeng with the BU Al Act

The proposal provides guidance on Al
assurance, human factoss and ethics,
covering data-driven Al systems and
paving the way for future Lewed 1 (A
assistance) and Level 2 (Human-al
teaming) applicationd

The consultation & open for three months, and stakeholder
feedback is key to shaping this framework

Airbus ramps up output of A320 aircraft

Asrburs i stepping up the cutpat of all s civil aircrade
programmes. The ramp-up focuses principally onan output of
T5 A0 family sare raft every month in 2027, while maintaineg
arrtime, on-quality defsery.

Thes ‘rate 75' is civil aerospace’s highest
production level and it's uniting Airbud, ks
| afhliatesand the entire supoly chainma
marmemoth push to reach it

firbus’ current backiog ncludes over
7000 A2 Oneodamily aircraft. The big
stosry behind ‘rate 75" the success of the A32 Inea inits
standard, long-range and extra long-range configurations. The
largest memiser of the A 320 family arcounts far arcund two-thicd
of the family arder book B3sales woiume & the daminant factar in
Airbus® decision to increase narrowbody production
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View from the air traffic cantrol tower

Movament of arcradt and PESSEMEETS A0S INdian aingarts
incresased year-on-year in Seplermber 2025, while there was 3
detraase in the mavermnent of freight

Categary MG MM Hechangs
hircraft {in 002

Inlernatianal 19.5¢8 178 4.3
Dumesdic 13147 1%T2 -7
Genera| avinbon 28,40 il 41.2

in millin

Imtarnatinal 637 5.4 1.3
Domastic 2550 1M ]
M{In'wlunuﬂ

Imbérnaticnal 104,40 122,80 23
Oomestic 12644 1XGH 24
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FESTIVE LAUNCH | Most of the first-day flights were filling fast; the heavy
demand led to an inflated airfare, Akasa’s Delhi-NMIA route fared ¥14,000

Christmas takeoff: NMIA to
start ops w1th Akasa, IndiGo

Dhairya Gajara

MUMEA]

The longawaited  Navi
Mumbai Internaticnal Airport
(MMIA) will begin commercial
flight operaticns on December
25, marking a major milestone
for the Mumbal Metropelitan
Region (MMR). The new facil-
ity inaugurated earlier this
year, is set to Immediately
spring to life as budget car-
riers IndiGo and Akasa Alr
will lsunch services o 10
major domestic destinations.

Announcements by Almsa
Air and IndiGo on Ssturday
ended the leng wait for oper-
ations to begin at Indias first
second-city airport. While
IndiGo had eardier claimed it
would operate the first flight
from NMIA during its flight
validation test, Alkasa Air has
become the first to officially
announce commercial oper-
ations and will operate the air-
ports inaugural scheduled
flight.

The maiden flight will be
operated between Delhi and
NMIA on  December 25
departing from Delhl at
525am and landing at NMIA
at &.10am. Similarly, the return
flight will depart from NMIA
at 8.50am and reach Delhi at
1L15am.

The airline has also
mnounced commencement
of scheduled fights connect-
ing Navi Mumbai with Goa,
Delhi and Kochi from
December 26 and
Ahmedabad from December
AL It has claimed to progress-
ively scale up to 300 domestic
and 50 International weekly
departures. It s also aiming to
ramp up to 1 parking bases

Delhi-MMIA

6,000

NMIA-Delhi 7,744
| Hyderabad-NMIA 5,730
| NMIA-Hyderabad 75,588
| NMIA-Ahmedabad 76,501
| Ahmedabad-NMIA 76345

MMIA-Luck now 76,296
‘ Lucknow-NMIA 76,743

Delhi-NMIA 75,606
NMIA-Delhi  ¥13,859
NMIA-Goa 76,100
Goa-NMIA %6,700

Delhi- NMIA Departure
5.25am, arrival B10am

MNMILA-Delhi 8.50am,
arrival 11.15am |

Flights connecting Navi
Mumbal with Goa, Delhi
and Kochi from
December 26 and
Ahmedabad from
Dacember 31

IndiGo Inaugural |
Schedule

[ DEC 25 |

Delhi-NMIA Departure
6.40am, arrival B.45am

NMIA-Delhi Departure |
9.25am, arrival .15am |

Bengaluru-NMIA [
Departure 610am,

arrival Bam [
NMIA-Bengaluru [
Departure 7.45am,

arrival 9.35am

by the end of FY2m7, with a
focused international expan-
sion into key Middle Eastern
and Southeast Asian markets,
The airline now operates 34
weekly flights from MMR.

Praveen Iver,

of Akasa Air, said, “NMIA
strengrhens our strategic pres-
ence in the MMR and western
India, allowing us to optimise

co-founder
and chief commercial officer

capacity deployment and cap-
ture new demand pools
across. Our early assoclation
with NMIA reflects our con-
viction in Indias infrastruc-
ture-led grosvth story and our
commitment to fostering bal-
anced regional development”

Following Akasa’s
announcermnent, IndiGo has
also announced plans to
laumneh Rights on the same day
to ten domestic cities. These
initial routes will include high-
traffic connections to Delhi,
Bengaluni, Hyderabad,
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, North
Goa (Mope), Jaipur, Nagpur,
Kochi and Mangalore. IndiGo
will also operate the first flight
between Delhi and NMIA.

Notably the announcement
fuelled flvers’ exciterent as
pecple rushed to ook tickets
to the first flights to various
destinations. Most of the first-
day flights, according to the
airlines, were filling fastor had
only a few seats left as of
Saturday evening. The heavy
demand alsoled to an inflated
airfare like Akasa Air's Delhi-
NMIA route fared close to
Rsl4

Built at a cost of approxi-
mately Rs19650 crore, NMIAS
phase 1 is expected to boast a
capacity to handle 20 million
passengers annually, It is
designed m significantly ease
the chronic congestion at
Mumbai’s existing Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMEA). With both
IndiGo and Alasa Air already
opening ticket sales and owt-
lining nggressive expansion
plans, the new airport is
polked to quickly become a
critical transportation hub for
Western India
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Boeing eyes
steady
ground
before
scaling up

O e PSR 5138

fl:mﬁ‘-l'rtlrﬂll £om

oeing Co. said it will
ensure its faclores are
reacy toabsorbya higher

rate of aircraft outpui belore
lifting the tempo again next
vear, underscoring the plane
maker's cantions approach
after vesirs of production set
backs.

Thercompany recently won
approval from US regulitorsto
increase the monthly noe of s
77 mieded to42 unitsa month
from 38. Boeing's focus will
now be on “stabilizing”™ the
rate befon moving higher stll.
sairl Stephanic Pope, the exec-
utive in charge of the plane
maker's commercial opera
tiomns,

“laettng it right at poce is
better than poing fast,” Popae
tobd jourmalists in Dubabenithe
eve of the biennial air show.
The company is closely moni
toring hall a doren perform
ance indizions o onsure they
rermzin within their reoquined
hands, and for now they are
trendingin the right dinection,
sha saiel.

Boring s emerging from
yiurrs of erisis that forced the
company o curiail ootpan of
its 737 aircralt. The manufac
turer is still working to gain
certiflcation approval of the
sarmllesst ad thee brgest varinnt
of the 747, which Pope said she
eapects tov happen next vear.

Prowduction increases par
ticularly on marmowbody air
craft wre important for Bocing
and rival Airbus SE because
thery e the most widely flown
type o planeand geoemte the
bulk of the mamifacturers’
cash. Airbms has expenenced
delavs becanse of o lack of
parts including engines,
though the Enropran com
pany still plans to hand over
abouit 8200 units to castoomiers
s year,
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Engine flow
to Airbus
steady for
2025: Pratt
& Whitney

mrT—————
Peediback EivertarL Lo

ireralt engine maker
Pran & Whitney said it
has handed over
rrprines insuffivient quantities
lor AbrbusSE tameet ils ambd
tiess delivery target for 20025,
“We are aligned with the
deliveeries with tem for the
halance of this vear,” Hick
Diurdoo, Pratt & Whitney's
prosident of commercial
engines, lold reporters in
Dbk ahmaed af this year's local
arrshow. “We'renlnesdy at that
et any thing we're deliver
iz o i o et year.”
Aircraft engines have
become a bottleneck for jet
limser onatpoiid, making Airbsus's
groaa toy b over 520 units this
veear  race down 1o the wire.
Adrtes bl sorme airoraft with-
ot engines, leaving it with &
hatch of so-called glidersthat i
heapes to comyplete befone the
end of the year once the
engines wv handed over.

At has sirugpebed to momp
wip ko somi] oot sup
ply chain issues, and Chisl
Executive Officer Guillarmie
Foury said deliveries were
- Ioadded toward the end ol
the year. Al thesame fime, Adr
bias hias peiterated its poal for
the year, saving the delivenies
arv achirvable,

Fratt & Whitney fared issues
witheontomimatid metal pow
derinits G TF genred turbafan
engmes, which has forced air
lines around the world (o
proural some of their AS20
family fAeet while the compo
nentsare replaced. That, along
withslower thanexpected oul
put from CFM Intermtional
Ine-, hns also coased delayswith
ety new Afrines plines oul
ol the ctories.

Prait, s unit of KX Corp., s
working toovercome delaysin
repairing the affected eogeemies
and certifying an enhanced
veersioi of the product.
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With 1,700 aircraft pending orders, India needs
30K pilots: Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu

VISAKHAPATNAM: India
will need an additional 30,000
pilots once the pending orders
for 1,700 aircraft from the
Indian carriers are delivered,
Union Civil Aviation Minister
K Ram Mohan Naidu said on
Saturday.

Addressing a session on
the sidelines of CII Partner-
ship Summit here, Naidu said
on the lines of FedEx, a global
logistics company that has a
dedicated airport in the USA,
the central government is also
mulling the creation of cargo
airports in the country.

Naidu also highlighted that
currently India has about 8,000
pilots for a fleet of 834 aircraft,
out of which 2,000 to 3,000 are
not actively flying. The Indian
carriers have already placed
orders for 1,700 aircraft with
makers such as Boeing and
AirBus.

Union Civil Aviation Minister
K Ram Mohon Naoidu

To run a plane, one aircraft

dpm er schedule, you will
need at least 10 to 15 pilots per
aircraft, so that they can do
the routes according to their
schedule.

So, 1700 planes, 10 to 15
Egots, the requirement would

around 25,000 to 30,000.
That {(demand) is going to be
generated. Now, as these planes
come in, imagine 30,000 pilots

that is the demand that is
there;” he said.

In order to meet the
demand there should be more
Flying Training Organisations
(FTO) as the existing ones pro-
duce only a limited number.

The minister underscored
that one job in the Indian avia-
tion sector creates 15 indirect
jobs as against IATA’ figure
of 6.

“It is very, very important
for us to train our individu-
als and to have the skilling and
training and ecosystem also
perfectly done in the country,”
he said.

Naidu further said the avia-
tion cargo sector has been fac-
ing tough competition from rail
and road transport, which are
cheaper, even as airport oper-
ators focus more on improv-
ing passenger facilities, causing
cargo to take a back seat.

According to the minister,
currently Indian manufacturers
make aerospace components
worth USD 2 billion and the
target is to reach USD 4 billion
by 2030 which is very much on
the track.

The Centre has a long term
goal of having a full aircraft
designed and manufactured in
the country itself.

“It has been there for a long
time but no considerable filling
up of the gaps. But now we see
that India has come to the stage
where we can manufacture,
we can design, we can main-
tain our own aircraft today. So
that is one area we are actively
working on, Naidu opined.

The Aviation Minister
pointed out that on an average
4.8 lakh people are flying every-
day in the country and 5.3 lakh
people flew on November 10
which is an achievement. 1l
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IndiGo to start
flights from
Navi Mumbai
airport on
December 25

MUMBAL: IndiGo on Sat-
urday announced that it will
start flight operations from
the newly-constructed Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port (NMIA) from Decem-
ber 25 with domestic air
services to 10 cities.

IndiGo also said it
plans to expand its oper-
ations, progressively
the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region’s second airport by
adding direct routes to more
destinations in due course.

Spread across 1,160
hectares, the airport will
have one terminal and one
runway in the first phase
with an annual passenger
handling capacity of 20
million.

The first phase of the air-
port has been built at a cost
of Rs 19,650 crore.

The facility was inau-
gurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on October
8 this year.

IndiGo said it will con-
nect the future-ready air-
port to ten cities across India
including Delhi, Bengal-
uru, Hyderabad, Ahmed-
abad, Lucknow, North Goa
(Maopa), Jaipur, Nagpur,
Cochin, and Mangalore,
starting December 25.

Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport is designed
to complement the existing
Mumbai International Air-
port and cater to the grow-
ing demand for air travel
from India’s financial capi-
tal, the airline said. Pl
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Manipururges Centretocurbsoaring
airfares, seeksmoreflights for Imphal sector

AGENCIES
Imphal, 15 Nevember

The Manipur government has
onceagain urged the Ministry
of Civil Aviation (MoCA) to
intervene and reducethe steep
airfares on routes connected
to Imphal and to introduce
additional flights toand from
Imphal airport, officials said
on Saturday.

Manipur Government’s
Additional Chiel Secretary
(Transport, Textiles, Commerce
and Industry), Anurag Bajpai,
held a crucial meeting with
the Secretary, MoCA and
explained in detail about the
civilaviation challenges being
faced by the people of Manipur.

and Director of the Ministry
attended the meeting.

Bajpai raised the prime
issue of exorbitant airfare
being charged by various
Ajrlines, incuding IndiGo, Air
India Express and Alliance
Ajr, operating in the Imphal
sector, causingextrerme hardship
tothe people. It was conveyed
that almost Sto6 times, airfare
was being charged by them
compared to the other seven
states of the Northeast region
(NER).

The Additional Chief
Secretary told the MoCA
secretary that the guidelines
of the Government of India
for capping of airfare are not
being followed by the airline
authorities in the Imphal

sector. It was also informed
that the number of aircraft
has also been reduced by all
the operational airlines from
Octoberin the Imphal sector.
Bajpai highlighted during
the meeting that Alliance Air
hasstopped servicesin certain
extremely essential sectors
~ Imphal-Silchar-Imphal;
Imphal-Aizawl-Imphal; and
Imphal-Dibrugarh-Imphal.
Keeping in view the huge
public demand, he urged the
Secretary, MoCA, to advise
Alliance Air to revive them
immediately. It was also
requested to consider them
for coverage under RCS-UDAN
(Regional Connectivity
Scheme UdeDeshkaAamMNaagyk
(RCS-UDAN) as earlier.
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Air travel will
be made
accessible to
all: Union min

SivaGirtimasclindincom

Visakhapatnam: Union mi-
nilsterof civilaviotion, Kinja-
rapu Ram Mohan Naiduo
statisd that the

aviation sector

is poised to e

oure & msijor

driver of

Andhra  Pra-

desh's growth

story He said

the aviation industry is now
tha third-largest market glo-
bally and that alr travel will
soan be accessible not only to
the affluent but alse w the
comimon people,

Theministersaid the aern-
space components manufac-
turing market is currently va.
Bunesd oot £2 Bhon, with a farget
to increase it to $4 billion by
2, and that steady progress
1= bering made toward this go-
al. He highlighted investment
opportunitics within the ex
panding ecosystem for manu-
facturing move alreraf oom-
ponents.

Addressing  the  plensry
seasion on the aviation sector
at the CIl Partnership Sum-
it ||:||r]||-1'||I)|:I|-ll|lr|gllil[.' hl
turday, he reiterated that the
aviation sector {5 rapldly gro
wing to become the third-lar-
geat aviatiom market in the
warld, He pointed out that the
nmumber of airports in the co-
untry hasrisen (rom 74 in 2004
to 164 today:

He added that domestic
passonger  numbers  grow
from approximately 1.8 lakh
perday In 2014 ioanaverageal
L6 lakh today—nearly three
times higher, On November 10,
o record 5.3 lakh passengers
travelled in a single day The
minister announced thot the
goal is to sustain this momen-
tum o achieve a growth rale
of 10% to 12%.

Dwer the past 10 years, the
number of fdights, passeng-
ers, imternational Mights,
domestle Nights hag e
doubled. Efforts are under-
way o further increase the
number of airports and ex-
pand capacity
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