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AAIl Profit Soars
as Small Towns
Bring Big Gains

Airports Autharity of India profit up 55% In FY 25;
higher foatfalls in big airports boost leasing revenue
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Airport sets up free hbrary for intl flyers

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Airport Authority of India
(AAT) has set up a library with a diverse
set of books aimed at international flv-
ers waiting to board the aireraft.

The library, set up in collaboration
with Dr Kalam Foundation, was inaugu-
rated on Wednesday on the 95th birth an-
niversary of the President APJ Abdul
Kalam.

Ailrport director M Raja Kishore in-
augurated the facility near the security
hold area of the international terminal.
The library is accessible to flvers wai-
ting for transit after long layovers.

Kishore Chandran, founder of Dr
Kalam Foundation, said he proposed the
idea to Chennai airport authorities, in-
spired by a similar setup he came across
at Bhubaneswar airport.

“They lend books, but we wanted to
keep it free for passengers,” he said.
When Kishore emailed Chennai airport
authorities, they instantly agreed. Kis-

READ AS YOU WAIT

hore chose the transit area for better ac-
cessibility.

The library has about 100 books on
business, spirituality, and women empo-
werment, apart from the kids' collec-
tion. Kishore said that he wantstosetup
similar libraries in other airports and is
in discussion with the officials concer-
ned.
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BEST moves to get AAl’s nod
for Santacruz depot’s revamp

Consultant To Help Determine Bldgs' Height; Activists Fear Pvt Players’ Entry

Somit.Sen@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Seeking to redeve-
lop its bus depot and staff qu-
arters in Santacruz, BEST
has invited applications to
appoint a consultant for obta-
ining an NOC from Airports
Authority of India (AAL) for
the structures’ height.

The over 13,000sqm bus
depot and the stafl quarters
fall within the Juhu airport’s
‘funnel zone’ on SV Road. The
height of buildings falling
within this designated air-
space around an airport are
restricted to ensure clear
paths for flight takeoffs and
landings. AAI is a statutory

body responsible for the ma-
nagement, development and
operation of airports throug-
hout the country.

As per a notice from BEST,
the appointed consultant will
have to conduct a detailed to-
pography survey. “The consul-
tant will have to conduct a phy-
sical site survey for obtaining
an AAI NOC determining the
permissible height of the pro-
posed structures.. The plot
has been divided into five
parts for obtaining different
heights according to the air-
port funnel zone,” it said. It sa-
id the survey report, the neces-
sary documents and the NOC
application to AAI must be

prepared in two months of is-
suance of the acceptance let-
ter. “The required NOC deter-
mining the permissible height
of proposed structures from
AATshall be obtained and sub-
mitted to the BEST underta-
king within four months.”
The redevelopment plan
hasleftmany city activistsfu-
ming. “BEST is planning to
giveawayall depots toprivate
playvers like it did with the
Mahim and Kurla depots.
Both were given to a builder
to be developed,” sald an acti-
vist. Another citizen activist,
Zoru Bhathena, tweeted:
“BEST Santacruz bus depot &
staff quarters... on its way for

real estate development.”

According to citizen group
Aamchi Mumbai Aamchi
BEST, BMC and BEST should
notmonetise their plots becau-
se those are assets of BEST
They should look at more land
to increase parking capacity
so that the fleet can be expan-
ded, it said. A transport acti-
vist said that if more plots are
redeveloped, there could be
less space left for bus parking.
BEST planstoincreaseitsfleet
to 8,000 buses by 2026-27.

A BEST official said pro-
per procedures were being
followed for the Santacruzde-
pot owing to its proximity to
the Juhu airport.
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YEIDA greenlights 31,700 cr Airport rd proj

DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: The Yamuna Express-
way Industrial Development
Authority (Yeida) has approved
a 1,700 crore project to con-
struct a 25-kilometre-long road
connecting Greater Noida West
and Ghaziabad to the Noida
International Airport.

This new route will offer
the first road connectivity to
the airporl from the eastern
side, significantly improv-
ing access for thousands
of commuters.

The proposed road will arig-
inate from the 130-metre-wide
road in Greater Noida West
near Char Murti and touch the
Noida airport near the upcom-
ing aviation and eargo hub. It
will pass through key loca-
tons iru:luding Sirsa, Aleda,
and Thora villages, and variows
newly develaped sectors under
Yeida (Yamuna Cﬂ'v:l

The alignment for the route
is nearly final, and land acquisi-
tion will begin soon, said Yeida
CED BK Singh.

Of the ¥1,700 crore bud-

get, 1,400 crore has been ear-
marked for land acquisition
across 812 acres, while over
300 crore is estimated for
construction.

The project will be executed
by the Mational Highways
Authority of India (NHAI),
which has been roped in by
Yeida for its implementation.

“This new road will decon-
gest the Yamuna Expressway
and provide seamless con-
nectivity from Ghaziabad and
Greater Moida West 1o the
airport, making travel more

efficient for residents and busi-
nesses alike said Singh.

In addition to the 25-km
road, Yeida and the Greater
MNoida Authority are jointly
]Jlann.'in a 3-km link road io
further boost inter-corridor
connectivity.

The 3-km road Irom Sirsa
to Alauda will skirt the airport
hub and link to the prupusm]
Palwal-Khurja Expressway,
boosting real estate and indus-
trial growth in Yeida sectors
and Yamuna City with direct
airport access.
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Al pilot’s father
moves SC for
inquiry into
Ahmedabad crash

—
Press Trust of India
Mew Deelhi

Pushkaraj Sabharwal,
father of deceased Captain
Sumeer Sabharwal, and the
Federation of Indian Pilots
have moved the Supreme
Ciourt seeking a court-mon-
itored inguiry headed by a
former apex court judge
into the June 12 crash of Air
India flight AIl71 in
Ahmedabad, which killed
260 people.

On Seprember 22, the top
court had said that certain
aspects of the AAIB prelim-
inary report on the crash in-
dicated lapses on the part of
pilots, and had issued no-
tees to the Centre and the
Director-General of Civil
Aviation on another plea
secking an  independent,
fair and expeditious probe.
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Air India Express launches
Xplore More, Xpress More

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT.15

Air India Express has
launched ‘Xplore More,
Xpress More', a brand
campaign across South
Asia, the Middle East and
South East network.

The campaign comes at
a moment for the airline,
which now connects 60
destinations across the
Middle East, Southeast
Asia, and South Asia,
with a fleet of 115 aircraft.

Conceptualised in col-
laboration with the
Omnicom Advertising
Group (0OAG), and direct-
ed by acclaimed filmmak-
er Dibakar Banerjee, the
campaign reflects Air
India Express’ evolving
brand narrative, which is

rooted in the warmth of

Indian hospitality, authen-
tic experiences, and mean-
ingful travel, according to
a statement.

At the heart of the cam-
paign is a film that follows

~ AIR INDIA Express
Chief Marketing Officer
Siddhartha Butalia high-
lighted that the airline
now connects key
regions including South
Asia, the Middle East,
and Southeast Asia.

~ AIRLINE is committed
to deliver a unigue and
memorable flying experi-
ence every time.

a free-spirited traveller
exploring diverse destina-
tions within India and
beyond, it added.

Air India Express chief

marketing officer
Siddhartha Butalia said

that the airline now
serves South Asia, the
Middle East, and

Southeast Asia, offering a
unigue and memorable
flying experience.

The campaign showcas-
es Alr India Express's key
services hot meals,

comfortable seats, and
friendly service
through a 60-second tﬂm
and shorter versions end-
ing with the line: “I'm
from everywhere that's
made me feel something
special.

I guess I'm a little Air
India Express too.”

Director Dibakar
Banerjee said the cam-
paign breaks away from
typical airline ads by
focusing on genuine travel
experiences.

Russell Barrett from
Omnicom Advertising
Group said it appeals to
travellers seeking mean-
ing, not just movement,
turning flving into a more

personal and inspiring
experience.

With curated fares,
‘Gourmair’ meals,

refreshed interiors, loyal-
ty rewards, and seamless
digital services, Air India
Express combines tech-
nology with heartfelt
Indian hospitality.
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DGCA Proposes New Duty,
Rest Norms for Cabm Crew

Draft rules limit
landings, raise rest
norms to enhance
flight safety

Press Trustof India

Mumbai: Aviation safety regu-
lator DGCA has released draft
norms outlining duty and rest
period limits for cabin crew,

As per the draft, a maximum
flight duty period of 11 hours
will allow up to six landings,
whilell.5 hours permits five. For
12- and 12.5-hour duty periods,
the limit drops to four and three
landings, respectively The max-
imum flight time under these
norms will be 8 hours.

For longer duty periocds, a ca-
bin crew member can make two
landings with 9 hours of flying
and a 14-hour duty period, and
only one landing with 10 hours
of flying and a 15-hour duty pe-
riod.

The draft defines a duty period
as the time from when a crew
member reports for dutv until

they are free from all responsibi-
lities. Flight time is the duration
from when an aircraft first mo-
ves for takeoff until it stops at
the end of the flight, while fight
duty timestartsatreportingand
ends once the aircraft comes to
rest and engines are shut down
after the final flight.

The DGCA proposes that the
maximum duty period within
any 24-hour span shall notexceed
one hour beyond the maximum
allowable flight duty period. Mi-
nimum rest before a flight duty
must be at least as long as the pre-
ceding duty period —12hours ge-
nerally, 18 hours for crossings of
up to 7 time zones, and 36 hours
for flights spanning more than 7
time zones, according tothe draft
Nnorms.
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Al crash:
Pilot'sfather

moves SCfor
judicial probe

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, October 16

PUSHKARAJ SABHARWAL,
FATHER of deceased captain
Sumeet Sabharwal, and the
Federation of Indian Pilots
have moved the Supreme
Court seeking a court-moni-
tored inquiry headed bya for-
mer apex court judge into the
on June 12 crash of AirIndia
flight AI171 in Ahmedabad
that killed 260 people.

On September 22, the top
court said certain aspects of
the AAIB preliminary re port
on the crash indicated lapses
on the part of pilots,and had
issued notices to the Centre
and the Director General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
anotherplea seeking an inde-
pendent, fairand expeditious
probe.

PushkarajSabharwal,91,
has sought a “fair, transpar-
ent and technically robust”
investigation into the tragic
incident.

"An incomplete and prej-
udiced inquiry, without
identification of the exact
cause of the accident, endan-
gers the lives of future pas-
sengers and undermines avi-
ation safety at large, causing
a violation of Article 21 of
the Constitution,” the plea
said.

Thepetition,filed through
AP&] Chambers on October
10, made the Union Ministry
of Civil Aviation,the DGCA,
and the Director General of
the Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Board (AAIB) as
respondents, and is likely to
come up for hearing after
Diwali vacation.

Thepleaseeks directions for
the constitution ofan indepen-
dent committee, comprising
aviation and technical experts
also, to probe the crash that
killed 229 passengers, 12 crew
members,and 19 peopleon the
ground.

The ill-fated aircraft had
taken off from Ahmedabad for
London Gatwick but crashed
within minutes, impacting the
B | Medical College hostel
locatedlessthana nautical mile
from the end of runway.

FINANCIAL EXPRI

READ T



AIRPUH 'S AUT HDRIT‘!‘ {JF INU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL MUMBAT 1l OCTOBER 2025

Air India arm
gets $215mn
loan from
StanChart, Bol
for financing 6
Boeing planes

PTI

NEW DFELHI

Standard Chartered and Bank
of India on Wednesday
announced a term loan of
LS 215 million to Gujarat Gift
City-based Air India's aircraft
leasing subsidiary Al Fleet
Services IFSC Limited (AIFS).

AIFS has entered into a
seven-year amortising ferm
loan facility for financing of
six Boelng 777-300 ER aircraft.
It will lease the aircraftto Air
India, a statement said.

The Tata Group-owned Air
India is undergoing a fleet
renewal and expansion pro-
gramme following its privat-
isation in January 2022,

Standard Chartered played
a lead mle as a structuring
banle.

Both Bank of India and
Standard Chartered also
jointly underwrote the trans-
action as mandated lead
arranger and bookrunner, the
statement said.

Meanwhile, Air India is
reportedly in discussions with
Airbus and Boeing to acquire
more wide-body jets, expan-
ding its planned purchases to
include up to 300 aircraft,
according to sources familiar
with the matter cited by
Reuters. Sources told Reuters
that the ongoing talks now
ENCOoMpass 48 many as 80 o
100 wide-body jets.
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Chinese airlines flay US plan
to ban their flights over Russia

They say it would result in higher costs, elevated fares

AP

HONG KONG
——

China's biggest state-owned
air carvers have hit back at a
US proposal t bar them from
flying over Russia when
travelling to or from the US.

The US side has said such
flights give Chinese airlines an
unfair cost advantage over
American carrlers, which
cannot cross through Russian
airspace;. Moscow closed
Russian airspace to US air car-
riers and most European air-
lines in 2022 in response to
Western  sanctions  for
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Air China, China Eastern
and China Southern are
among six Chinese airlines fil-
ing complaints over the order
proposed last week to pro-
hibit such flights by Chinese
CUITIErS.

China Eastern said in its fil-
Ing this week to the US
Department of Transport that
the proposed ban would
“harm the public interest” and
“inconvenience  travellers”
from both China and the US.
The additional flight time
would result in higher costs
and elevated air fares, which
increases the burden on all
travellers, (tsaid.

China Southern warned
that a Russian airspace ban
would adversely affect thou-
sands of ravellers. Air China
said it estimates at least 2400
passengers would be affected
if the ban takes effect during
the  Thanksgiving and
Christmas season.

Last week, China's foreign
ministry spokesperson Guo
Jigkunalso hitback at the pro-

cooking oil from China

S President Donald Trump said on Tuesday that
UW&shIngton was considering terminating some

trade ties with China, including in relation to
cooking oll. "l believe that China purposefully not
buying our Soybeans, and causing difficulty for our
Soybean Farmers, is an Economically Hostile Act. We
are considering terminating business with China
having te do with Cooking Oil, and other elements of
Trade, as retribution,” Trump wrote on social media.
"As an example, we can easily produce Cooking il
ourselves, we don't need to purchase [t fram China.”

US reaches out to India and allies for "fulsome
group response’ to China's rare earth controls

US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent on Wednesday
reiterated Washington's desire to build a"fulsome
group response” to Chinese export controls on rare
earths, including proposed talks with Indian officials.
"Weare going to be speaking with our European
allies, with Australia, with Canada, with India and the
Aslan democracies, and we're going to have a fulsome
group response to this"” he told CNBC.

posed ban, saying the move
would be “punishing” passen-
gers around the world.

David Yu, an aviation indus-
try expert at New York
University Shanghai, sald that
US carrlers’ inability to fly
over Russian aimspace has
increased flight paths for

some US-Chinn rmoutes by
roughly two to three houwrs.
Longer journeysrequire more
fuel and pressure LS carriers’
profitability.

“The US-China route his-
torically has been a money-
maker for arlines on both
sides,” Yu said.
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{ AIR INDIA CRASH }

{0 Hindustan Times

Pilot’s father, FIP move SC for judicial inquiry

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@bandustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The father of late
Capt. Sumeet Sabharwal, who
commanded the Air India Boeing
787 Dreamliner that crashed
shortly after take-off from Ahmed-
abad on June 12, has moved the
Supreme Courtalong with the Fed-
eration of Indian Pilots (FIP), seek-
ing a judicially monitored investi-
gation into the accident. He has
also sought closure of the ongoing
probe by the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB).
The writ petition, filed on Octo-
ber 10 under Article 32 of the Con-
stitution, requests that a commit-
tee headed by a retired Supreme
Court judge and comprising inde-
pendent aviation experts be con-
stituted to conduct a fair and

transparent inquiry into the crash.
It claims the preliminarv report

prepared by the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is
“defective, biased, and incom-
plete” because it attributes the
cause of the accident to pilot error
while disregarding serious techni-
cal and systemic factors that merit
independent scrutiny.

On June 12, Air India’s Boeing
787-8 aircraft en route to London
Gatwick from Ahmedabad
crashed into a building soon after
take-off, killing 260 people.

A preliminary probe by AAIB
into the crash revealed that both
engines were inadvertently shut off
during the initial elimb, leading to
a catastrophic loss of thrust and
subsequent crash. According to
the AAIB report, the initial data of
the aircraft indicated the aircraft
achieved normal takeoff parame-
ters. However, within seconds of
becoming airborne, the fuel con-
trol switches for both engines tran-

The June 12 Air India crash

claimed 260 lives. HTPHOTO
sitioned from “RUN"to “CUTOFF",
halting fuel suppl},f and shutting
down the engines. It also, in a line,
mentioned that one pilot asked the
other why he had done so, to
which the other denied.

Capt Sabharwal's father Push-
kar Raj Sabharwal and FIP, which
counts around 6,000 pilots as its
members, have sought that the
current probe be set aside and all

records be transferred to a judi-
cially monitored committee. Their
plea argues that only an independ-
ent, expert-led investigation can
ensure accountability, restore pub-
lic confidence, and prevent recur-
rence of such tragedies.

The plea states that Capt. Sab-
harwal, who had over 30 years of
incident-free flyingand over 15,000
flight hours, was among the most
experienced commanders on the
Boeing 787 fleet; that the ongoing
probe has been prejudiced against
the deceased pilot, who is unable
to defend himself; and thata one-
sided inquiry not only tarnishes his
reputation but also poses a threat
to public safety by failing to iden-
tify the true cause of the crash.

The plea points to several incon-
sistencies in the preliminary
report. The aircraft’s Ram Air Tur-
bine (RAT), an emergency power
generator which deploy automati-

cally when both primary and
backup electrical systems fail, was
activated before the pilots could
make any control inputs, it says.
This, it claims, indicates an electri-
cal or software malfunction rather
than any human error. The plea
also said the simultaneous failure
of the Emergency Locator Trans-
mitter (ELT), which didn't activate
after impact, highlighting it as fur-
ther evidence of a complete electri-
cal collapse.

The composition of the five-
member AAIB probe team violates
the principle of natural justice
since it includes officials from the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), whose regulatory
oversight is itself under examina-
tion, the plea said. The inclusion of
representatives from Boeing and
GE, whose equipment was
involved compromised the probes
independence. the petition adds.
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AAIB calls for tighter ATC
procedures after near miss

Naha LM Tripathi
letters @ hindustant emes Coum

NEW DELHE: The Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) has recommended
tighter air traffic control proce-
dures and improved staffing
after a serious airprox incident
between two alreralt over the
Mumbai Flight Information
Region (FIR) earlier this vear,

The recommendations Comes
maonths after the May 4 airprox
incident invalving Air Arabla
flight ABY405 from Sharjah to
Mumbai and AeroLogic flight
BOX622 from Frankfurt to
Mumbaid, with both aireraft
entering Indian airspace at the
same altitude of 35.000 feet
with a three minute gap, instead
of the mandatory [0-minute
separation. Both aircraft were
also flying on the same route
(near wavpoint PARAR) along
the Muscat-Mumbai boundary.

An airprox is a situation
where two aircraft come dan-
gerously close to each other,
leading to a potential risk of
collision.

In its final report, dated Octo-
ber 14, AAIB said the separation
loss occurred because the Mus-
cat controfler failed 1o climb the
Air Arabia aircraft to the coor-
dinated level of 37,000 feet
before handover, while the

ON MAY 4, TWO
AIRCRAFT
ENTERED THE
INDIAN AIRSPACE
AT THE SAME
ALTITUDE OF
35,000 FEET WITH
A 3-MINUTE GAP,
INSTEAD OF A
MANDATORY
[O-MINUTE GAP

Mumbai controller, engaged in
other coordination tasks,
detected the confict late, The
AceroLogic aircraflt was also
travelling around 40 knots
faster, which further reduced
the spacing between the two
flights, it added.

The report stated that the
Mumbai controller subse-
quently issued corrective
instructions via data link,
directing BOX622 to change
course and descend to 31,000
feet to restore safe separation.

No injuries or damage o both
aircraft were reported in the
incident.

The AAIB stated that the
increased air traffic workload
due to the closure of Pakistan's
airspace at the time added com-
plexity to the situation. It high-

lighted lapses in coordination
between Muscat and Mumbal
air traffic units and the non gen-
eration of automated conflict
alerts at both control centres.

The investigation concluded
that the primary cause af the
incident was “coordination fail-
ure” between Muscat and Mum-
bai controllers, com pounded by
delayed monitoring on the
Indian side.

Issuing safety recommenda-
tions to prevent recurrence, the
AAIB advised that Muscat Air
MNavigation Services (ANS)
should ensure full staffing dur-
ing high traffic situations and
avoid assigning [nstructors dual
roles during training.

“To ensure safety, instructors
must not be assigned dual roles
during On-the Job Training
(CJT), enabling them to focus
solely on both training and the
management of air traffic,” it
said.

The AAIB réecommended the
Airports Authority of India
[(AAT) to separate hotline com-
munication lines used for differ-
ent sectors to reduce controller
workload, bifurcating system
oversight roles to prevent data
errors, and creating a standard
operating procedure for backup
recording mechanisms when
primary voice recording sys-
tems are unserviceable.
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Father of pilot killed
in Al crash moves SC

Neha LM Tripathi

letters @hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: The father of late
Capt. Sumeet Sabharwal, who
commanded the Air India Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliner that crashed
shortly after take-off from
Ahmedabad on June 12, has
moved the Supreme Court along
with the Federation of Indian
Pilots (FIP), secking a judicially
monitored investigation into the
accident. He has also sought
closure of the ongoing probe by
the Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB).

The writ petition, filed on
October 10 under Article 32 of
the Constitution, requests thata
commilttee headed by a retired
Supreme Court judge and com-
prising independent aviation
experts be constituted to con-
duct a fair and transparent
inquiry into the crash. It claims

Thr.r J une 12 crash in Ahmedahar.i Iiulled Iﬁﬂ peupll: PTI

the preliminary report prepared On June 12 Air India’s Boeing
by the Aircraft Accident Investi-  787-8 aircraft en route to Lon-
gation Bureau (AAIB) is “defec-  don Gatwick from Ahmedabad

tive, biased, and incomplete”,
because it attributes the cause
of the accident to pilot error
while disregarding serious tech-
nical and systemic factors that
merit independent scrutiny.

crashed into a building soon
after take-off, killing 260 people,
including 19 people on the
ground. Out of the 242 people
onboard, one passenger sur-
vived. P4
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Air India announces 166
more flights to meet poll
and festive rush in Bihar

Neha LM Tripathi
neha.tripathi@htiive.com

NEW DELHI: As Bihar prepares
for assembly elections, domestic
airlines are, for the first time,
adding extra flights to the state to
meet rising travel demand during
the twin peaks of the “festival of
democracy” and Chhath.

Flight bookings usunally see a
sharp rise around Diwali and
Chhath, two of Bihar's most
important festivals, but industry
stalwarts say this is the first time
airlines are increasing capacity
and launching new routes as the
festive rush overlaps with the
state polls.

Air India and Air India
Express on Tuesday announced
the addition of 166 flights to and
from Patna to meet the surging
festive demand around Diwali
and Chhath Puja.

Ajay Prakash, owner of
Nomad Travels and former presi-
dent of the Travel Agents Federa-
tion of India (TAFI), said, “This is
the first time in Indian aviation
that domestic airlines are seen
adding to their capacity to one
specific state due to festival rush.”

The group airlines will operate
38 additional flights each
between Delhi and Patna, Mum-
bai and Patna, and Bengaluru
and Patna from October 15 to
November 2. Air India Express
will also operate 26 additional
flights each between Delhi and
Patna and between Bengaluru
and Patna from October 22 to
November 3.

The two-phase Bihar elections

THIS IS THE FIRST
TIME AIRLINES ARE
INCREASING
CAPACITY AND
LAUNCHING NEW
ROUTES AS THE
FESTIVE RUSH
OVERLAPS WITH
THE BIHAR
ASSEMBLY POLLS

are scheduled to take place on
November 6 and 1L

Rajji Rai, chairman of Swift
Group, one of the country’s larg-
est travel firms, said, “Tt is true
that during this period, the
demand for travel goes up. The
first choice for most people, espe-
cially the common traveller, is
still the train. Air travel has
become more common now, but
it's still not everyone's first
option, you have to reach the air-
port hours before, check in, stand
in queue, it’s quite a bother. So,
the initial rush will always be for
trains.”

“However, flights also see an
increase in demand, but it's cer-
tainly the first time in my four
decades in this field that we are
seeing something like this,” he
added.

IndiGo launched direct flights
connecting Kolkata and Purnea
in Bihar on September 15. The
airline operates thrice-weekly
flights on the route. However, no
additional flights have been
announced since then.
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{ MALLYA VS BANKS } DEBT RECOVERY

Battle over KF airlines’ dues to play out in court

Ashis Ray

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: A simmering dispute
between the former chairman of
the defunct Kingfisher Airlines,
Indian businessman Vijay Mal-
lya, and Indian banks who had
lent the company money has
escalated exponentially and will
likely manifest in courtrooms.
The sharp disagreement is over
Mallya claiming that more than
the sum owed has been realised
by the banks and accounts not
provided; whereas the banks'
position is to the contrary.

Kingfisher Airlines, once
enjoying a large chunk of mar-
ket share in Indian civil aviation,
closed down in 2012. Mallya.
who had given his personal
guarantee, against the firm's
borrowings, thereby became lia-
ble to repay the banks. In 2017, a
debt recovery tribunal (DRT)
determined 36,204 crore was
payable.

The current drama began to
unfold after a statement by the
Indian finance minister, Nir-
mala Sitharaman, in the Lok
Sabha on December 17 last. She
told the House that the Indian
Directorate of Enforcement (ED)
had collected ¥14,131.60 crore
from sale of Mallya's properties
and assets attached by it and
that this amount had been
returned to the lender banks.

Mallya's London solicitors
Zaiwalla and Company pointed
out to the banks’ solicitors TLT
LLP, “This information was also
confirmed in the Annual Report
2024-2025 of the Indian Minis-

try of Finance...”

Following Sitharaman’s sub-
mission, Mallya filed a writ peti-
tion in the Karnataka high court
on February 3 this year, seeking
disclosure of details of recover-
ies by the banks. The banks
were served noticed by the con-
cerned judge, but responded
only on the 10th of last month
with a “Statement of Objections™
that said more money was due.

The banks asserted 17,471
crore were due, of which
210,814.54 crore had been recov-
ered, thereby still leaving
6,656.96 crore outstanding.
Zaiwalla and Company commu-
nicated to TLT LLP, “These fig-
ures are inconsistent with the
list of recoveries mentioned in...
the Statement of Objections
itself. They are also inconsistent
with the Finance Minister's
statement...”

Mallya's interim rejoinder
said, “In addition to the
%14 ,316.32 crore restored pursu-
ant to the bond undertaking, the
Banks have recovered further
amounts from the assets
attached before various other
forums.”

He further claimed: “As per
the Enforcement Directorate’s
press release of 24 June 2021,
the Enforcement Directorate
had transferred shares worth
36,600 crore to the Banks as per
the Restoration Order. It further
stated that, on the same date,
the Recovery Officer, on behalf
of the Banks, had sold assets of
United Breweries Limited (pro-
ducers of Kingfisher Beer, which
was once controlled by Mallya

India has alleged Mallya colluded with senior executives of IDEL
Bank to obtain a ¥950 crore loan for Kingfisher Airlines. GETTY IMAGES

and in which he is still a signifi-
cant shareholder) worth
35,824.50 crore. This press
release also notes that the Banks
shall be realising a total amount
of ¥9,041.50 crore through sale
of a part of assets attached/
seized by the Enforcement
Directorate.”

He added: “The Enforcement
Directorate’s press release of 16
July 2021 records that F75211
crore worth of shares were
handed over and realised by the
Banks." And that, 'On 29 August
2022, the Recovery Officer of the
Debt Recovery Tribunal in
Chennai.. recorded that
10,040.82 crore was recovered
by the Banks against the DRT
Judgment,”

In a post on X, Mallya on
Tuesday said: “The Indian Pub-
lic Sector Banks who claim

monies from me as a guarantor
should be ashamed that they
have not yet submitted an accu-
rate statement of account of
recoveries made despite the
Union Finance Minister clearly
stating that 14,100 crore have
been restored to the very same
Banks.”

“I'will not pursue legal action
in England till the Indian Public
Sector Banks come clean as [
have a justified counter claim
that can be adjudicated only in
India,” he said in another post.

The erstwhile airline owner
has moreover challenged the
banks’ entilement to levy inter-
est ‘on the decretal amount of
6,204 crore from the time his
assets were frozen in November
2017 by a British court’s world-
wide freezing order after 13
Indian banks applied for this.

On this, too, he has lodged a writ
petition in India.

Zaiwalla and Company’s view
is that “there are substantial and
unresolved issues”. It believes
the Karnataka high court will
decide on such issues. Until this
happens - and the writ petition
opposing imposition of interest
after his assets were frozen in
2019 is disposed of -- Mallya's
pursuit of annulment of a 2021
bankruptcy order against him
by the High Court of England
and Wales, which was sched-
uled for a preliminary hearing
on October 13, will be kept in
abeyance.

Anemail to TLT LLP seeking
a clarification went unan-
swered.

If Mallya has indeed more
than repaid his debt, then
demands against him constitute
a witch-hunt. On the other
hand, if the creditor banks are
correct, he still has a case to
answer. Either way, it will be a
relief for Indian taxpayers if the
matter is resolved at the earliest.

The Indian government's plea
to British courts to extradite
Mallya to India was founded on
him allegedly colluding with
senior executives of IDBI Bank
to obtain a loan of around 950
crore for Kingfisher Airlines.
The petitions succeeded and his
extradition was recommended
to the British home secretary (as
is the standard practice in the
United Kingdom) for considera-
tion. In February 2019, Sajid
Javid, as home secretary in the
then Conservative party govern-
ment, signed an order authoris-

ing extradition; but this is yet to
be implemented.

Meanwhile last month, the
Indian Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI), which brought
the charge against Mallya and
presented it before the UK's
judiciary in the extradition trial,
closed the case against a deputy
managing director of [DEI Bank
allegedly involved in this mat-
ter. How the new circumstance
affects the accusation of collu-
sion against Mallya — and
therefore the very grounds for
extraditing him — remains to be
SEETL.

Mallya may have received
another shot in the arm with a
judgment earlier this year by the
Court of Appeal in the English
and Welsh high court refusing
extradition of an Indian arms
consultant, Sanjay Bhaduri,
wanted in India for allegedly
violating India’s Prevention of
Money Laundering Act 2002
and the Black Money and Impo-
sition of Tax Act 2015.

Lord Justice Timothy Hol-
royde and Mrs Justice Karen
Steyn in a 7l-page judgment
cited evidence of torture by
Indian investigators and in
Indian prisons in a dozen
instances. But perhaps most
damningly, decreed, “The Gov-
ernment of India has failed to
ratify the (1984) UN Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman and Degrading Treat-
ment of Punishment
(“UNCAT")". Mallya is expected
to utilise this precedent in a bid
to overturn the extradition
order against him.



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA,

Corporate Communications Directorate

MINT

DELHL

L DOTOBERK 2025

Airlines may face turbulence
on weak demand, rising costs

Costlier fuel, tight capacity and softening domestic air travel to weigh down Q2 numbers

'\:ﬂﬂﬂl\'ﬁ'ﬂ.ﬁm"
abhs hel el oom
NEW DELHI

nclia’s avistion sector is headed fora

challenging  second  quarter

(Q2FY26), as soflening domestic
demand, higher fuel prices, and tighter
capacity weigh on airines’ post-coved
recovery, according to brokerage
reports and dats from Directorate Gen
eral of Civil Aviation {DGCA)

The slowdown s most visible in the
domesticsegment, which accounts for
nearky B0% of todal asrtraffic. Domestic
passenger taffic fefl 3% year-on- yearin
July to 12 Gl million. This wasaccompa
nied by a 0.51% overall fight cancella
tion rate in the monih.

Thie decline is partly attributed to the
fatal Air Indiacrash in June, resulting i
reduced capacity and a loss of merket
share for Tata Group firms. Aupust pas
semueer trffic stood at 12 9 mallion, a L4%
decrease from the sime period kst voar,
accordings to DGCA data,

Acvonding to reparts from J P, Mor
wan, JM Financial and ratings agency

lera, daily domestic traffic declined
arcund 1% vear-on-year through mid
quarter, compared with a 5.5% expan
sion a year earlier. Departures also
diropped 4% vear-on-vearto 809207 and
10% b 89 250 inJudy and Augost.

DGCA s vet to release the traffic
datafor September.

lera, i areport last month, sid

e - |

GME attribted the drop to ronway
upgrades at Delhi airport and airspace
restrictions due to peopolitics] tensions,
bt traffic is likely to recover with the
runway reopening on 16 September
225, To sustain yield amid weak

air passenger traffic that combines ﬁ'{ﬁﬁ&mf ?&nﬂ“;ww
il st c fell 1% y-o-y ateri
l'j[l:l]]l."hlJEa.m’J]l‘ltLllTl.'.itlJl'l.ﬂll.‘.:l.mL..-LH through mid-02 Fatal A Indis crash
expected tobeat 430-HOmillionin  ororE S% prowtha  in june, resulting in
FY26. up 57 vear-on-year. “This  yearagn, reportssay  reduced capacity

possibly is the slowest pace of

— 4
:._i:_ A o -
Diomestic passenger traffic fall 3% y-o-y in July and 14% in August, with 2 FY26 domestic traffic down 9% to 126 miflion. s

y-0-¥, driven more by capacity control
thian demuand strength.

IndiCio, which communds 64% ol the
demesticmarkel, improvedits load fae
tosrs by 500100 basis paints and lifted
domestic vields by 6% in G2, it said.

GMR attributed the WHILE zviation
drop to Delhirunway  turbine fuel cost was
upgrades, airspace a tailwind in CA for
restrictions due to airlines, it has moved

peopoditical tensions  wpin Q2

to suppart thiis growth. While fued cost
wis a tailwind in QL it has moved upin
02 Ol prices muy be benign mear-term
but rupee depreciation could drve
upsiche risks to costs,” it said.
Inlipgo's ASH wasat 4. 230 crore in(l,
while Spicejet'swas ai 218 crore.
Aviation turbine fuel (ATF),
which accounts for-H% of airlines’
operating costs, pose 3% in Oclober
b A5, 766 02 per kiloditre, up from
a mine-month Uanuary - September)
averageof 190,150 44 IM Financial
estimales (R ATE pricesat 180,100,

expansion since covid, " it said.

Liata from GMER Airports suggests
furtherweaknes in Septembser. Domes:
tic passengers in Delhi fell 1%y oy 1o 4.2
million. For QE2FY 26, domestic traffic
declined 9% o 1206 million, while for the
first halfofl FY 26, traffic was down 5.8%
o026 5 million.

demund, domestic aidines have
reduced available seat ks (ASK)-
effectiveldy tightening capacity,

A 1P, Morgan analvsis of 19 key
chomestic routes showed mverge round -
trip fares increased on L nowutes, by mid
to high-singlhe digits during July - Augnast

JP. Morgan in a report said, Indigo’s
FY 26 ASK prowth suidance is a “low
deoble digits”, withQl growth being at
15.5% and 02 puidance being mid-lo
high single digrits. “It implies H2 9-10/%
erowth on a base of 16%. Domestic
demand trends mustimprove materially

kL, compared with 185 200/kL in
Q1 drrven by higher crude oil,
Adding o the cost pressure, the
Indian mupee’s 2% depreciation since
June has increased lease and metinte
nance costs, which are dollar-denomi
nated and secount for neardy halfof air
lines' total costs,
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NCLAT asks Jet liquidator to
keep sale proceeds in escrow

Funds will remain in the account till dispute over dues payable to MIAL is resolved

Ja et iooneal Comprany Law Appedlate

Tribunal (NCLAT) on Thurslay

ilivectod e Jet Alrways bgaidator 1o

b the proceesds from the sale of

thorees grounded Boelng T77-5300ER
aircrafl o Nabiz-tased Ace Aviation inan escro
sccount until a |:|i.-1f.||.1ll.' ohier 1l1u:..:|n.} alalet o
Mutmisi Intermtional Abrport Lid (AFTAL) s
resnlvesd

T by, beecl By Jiastion N Sesdhiarsannse Guli-
cial mesnbeer] amnd Barun Mt technical mem-
B cosoe thee Mational Cosngray Loy Trilwisnal
Nl to clecicle e matter regarding MIAL's
abrpioet duses, whibe granting besdesamnd e -
uiclarivar the liberty toapproach NOLT oe NCLAT
o amy clarifbeation.

T agpueliiate: prilsmal charified that it isnot
deviding the entiteanent of Tuds anditheonder
isanbely 1o e e nweey inescnow, kening the
licpuickator free to decide the status of MIALS
dues ax per the Insolvency wwd Bankruptey
Coche'swaterfall rmeclamizn, imderwhich aooe-
ot delitor s debis ane paid lostakehaolders by
Tislltrw g v st rsctured hiscarchy.

“Hewp e amount in i escrow aoont untk
it e s finally esobver], Fullstop,” e bench
remarhed.

MIAL, owned |:|:|.' the Adani Giroup,
appriached the NCLAT seehing clarity on ils
shiare from the airerafl sale, claiming parkig

5, W

Ll

liwess ek releitencd choess Joe prlanns pschae it Mumlai
airpor e 2008, Theaipon openilon imoved
L NCLAT i responseboa conlempl plhea Ted
Loy A Aviaation ot Uhe NCLT Mumibai. al legging
st MALAL bosel o counglien] with ke 17 Sepitesn-
ber NCLT ordet, which requined it i provide
Ll bt issniea ||u-<||{ié1.1i|u'||.'|.-ﬁjl'l.i|:-a.|l.|
cooperate with the sale withinseven days.
Uliber a 7 Auggust consent order, MIAL had
agreedd fogive upall daims. liens orencumbicin-

L

ceson Uhe airerall—bat omly fior the buyersamd
oy Do Ul o] beBore thie sale.

Tl three Boing 777-500ER afroral, prarked
at Mumnihai airport sinoe 2018, have been
embiroibed ina kogstanm g lepaldisgute over
uengratic] cluess I BOT2, Ace Ay Eslion sevuired the
Il o pruarrchhaises Ui avireraft for THO0 croee, bl
U sl el il e b clesnlock wit i e
I oring oonmmillee

Frwruin erfemalved pvrvion, o folivemming oon
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DGCA issues draft duty and rest
period norms for cabin crew

MUMBATL: Aviation safety reg-
lator DA has ssued drali
dhaty and redt period norms for
the cabin crew.

As per the draft rules, fora
maximum ight duty period of
11 hours, as many a8 six bnd-
inﬁs have been allmved, while
for 1130 hours, the masimam
lisnit for landings has been kept
al five. Si.rm|u.r|'|.'. for 12 hours
and 12.30 howrs flight duty
periad, the number of landings
allowed stands at fr and three
landsrgs, respectively.

The maximum Ili.ghl lime
foar this would be B hours, as
per the proposed narms. Sima-
lary, fora total of 9 howrs of iy

ing, and a maxirmom di |l-|l|.¢:.'
:;Eri.ud of 14 hours,a ;JlEiJ.'n Crew
member can perfoem two land-
Ings, while for 10 howrs of iy
ing time. and a maximum duty
b of 15 haowars, anly one fand-
ing has been allowed.

A period which starts when
a cabin crew member s re
by an operalor o report fog, or
Ly cismmience a |.1|.|.lg.I and ends
when that pemonis free from all
dhuties. Flight time is total time
from the mament an asroplane
Eirst moves for e purpede of
taking off until the moment
it I:'l:lullﬁlf cimes o nest al the
end of the fight while the Qight

dly time commences when a

cahin crew member is required
ter repoct fr duty and finishes
when the aircraft finally comes
tor rest andl the engines are shui
dievmn al the end of the last flght.

The maximum duty period
during any 24 hours shall et
be mare than one hour beyond
maximism albowable fight duty
period, as per the draft norms.

The iindminm rest, which
st be Aded belone under-
taking a Right duty period will
bee at desaest as bomyg as the preced-
i.I'I.H duly Fn.'ri , 12 hiirs and
18 hours for crossing 3 time
zomed, ug Lo 7 time 2one and 36
hours for crossing 7 time xones,
DGCA proposed norms said m
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Rest facility for
cabin crew on
flights mooted

5 LALITHA i mesw Deitn

IN a first major revision in
many years, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has proposed changes
o Night duty time rakes for cab
n erew and proper rest facili-
ties during Qights. The move
aims to enhance both Might
safety and crew health.

A month ago. the DGCA had
released o dmft on cockplt
craw, mainly on fatigue man-
agement The new drafl, re-
leased on Wednesday extends
similar steps to cabincrew To
ensure sufe operations, the
puidelines lay out updaed duty
time and Dight limitations for
airiines po follow,

A key proposal 8 to provide
independent rest areas an
board with horizontal bunks,
creating an environment con
dutcive to sleep. The DGCA
spocifles that bunks or sleepling
surfoces should allow a Nat or
nearflat position, recline to ot
least an Bldegree back angle,
anid be located separately from
the passenger cabin with con
trolover light and noise. 1t has
also called for the provision ol
& basic rest seat for the crew
thad woukd reclivee af least $00de
prees from the vertieal
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Airfares soar ahead of
Diwali weekend travel

FOR ONE-WAY TRIP TO CITY...

SANJAY MANDAL

Calcutta: Alrfares to Calcutta
have more than doubled from
some cities this weekend, as
many Calcuttans are flying
home for a long Diwali break.

On Wednesday afternoon,
4 One-way economy class
ticket from Mumbal to Cal-
cutta for a Thursday evening
flight was pricad above 27,000
— compared to the usual
F7,000 to 78,000 range. Busi-
ness class fares on the same
flight showed 70,000, more
than double the usual 30,000
to 35,000, according to tour
Operators.

The directorate general
of civil aviation (DGCA) has
asked alrlines to increase
flight capacity and cap fares
during the festive season. The
ministry of civil aviation had
earlier directed the DGCA to
monitor prices and intervene
if there was a surge. Airlines
have informed the DGCA that
they are adding more than
1,700 extra flights to meet
demand.

Despite these measures,
alrfares to Calcutta remained
significantly higher than nor-
mal over the weelend.

“Many people working or
studying in other cities return
to Calcutta to celebrate Di-
wall with thelr families. This
time, demand surged from
Thursdav onward hecanse of

From Mumbai
Thursday: ¥27,000
Saturday: 26,500
Usual: 38,000 {(approx)
From Bangalore
Thursday: 15,500
Saturday: 18,500
Usual: 8,000

the long weekend,” said Anil
Punjabi of the Travel Agents
Federation of India (Eastern
Region). Diwali falls on Mon-
day, October 20.

Compared to last vear,
fares have eased somewhat.
“Last year, Mumbai-Calcut-
ta one-way fares peaked at
F40,000. This year, they have
hovered around F27,000 until
Sunday,” Punjabi added.

Travel agents noted sharp
fluctnations in fares from cit-
ies such as Mumbai, Banga-
lore, and Delhi.

“I was hooking tickets for
clients from Delhi and Mum-
bal this weekend. On one day,
the fares spiked to nearly
30,000 for Mumbai-Calcutta.
The previous day, it was about
Z8,000,” said Manav Soni, na-
tlonal managing committes
member of the Travel Agents
Assoclation of India (TAAT)
for thi eastern recon.

From Delhi
Thursday: 15,000
Saturday: ¥15,000
Usual: 7,000 to 8,000
From Hyderabad
Thursday: 18,500
Saturday: ¥18,000
Usual: 7,000
Source: Travel induslry

He said the DGCA's fare
cap directive lacked clarity.
“The DGCA mandated fare
caps for the festive season but
did not specify the limits, so
it has not been effective,” he
explained. As a result, fares
remain high in many sectors,
he said.

Alrport officials said the
number of aircraft operating
in and out of Calcutta remains
almost unchanged from last
vear. On Wednesday, 342 do-
mestic flights operated, carry-
ing 53,732 passengers, officials
said.

Pumnjabi said another factor
was influencing fares: “Many
passengers are opting for
higher-tier seats after airlines
introduced premium economy
classes and IndiGo launched
IndiGoStretch seats. Because
of this, the number of econo-
my class seats has decreased,
mishing un fares.”
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