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National Capital Region's second

airport almost ready for operations g

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

he National  Capital

Region’s second airport,
Noida International Airport
has successfully completed the
calibration of the instrument
landing system and precision
approach path indicator to
assess navigation systems. The
calibration, carried out by
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) with support from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), represents
a crucial milestone in the
airports journey towards
operational readiness. The
airport plans to apply for an
aerodrome licence in
December, this year.
The airport is strategically

located at about 72 km from
Indira Gandhi International
Airport, about 52 kilometres

from Noida, about 130
kilometres from Agra and
about 90 kilometres from
Multi-Modal Logistics Hub at
Dadri.

The Instrument
System (ILS) is a radio
navigation system that
provides precise guidance to
Filots during approach and
anding, particularly in low
visibility conditions. The
Precision Approach Path
Indicator (PAPI) is a system
of lights positioned beside
the runway to provide visual
indication to pilots regarding
their correct descent angle
during the final approach.

Landing

“A Beech King Air 360ER
from the Airports Authority
of India (AAI)} began the
calibration process on
Thursday, 10th October,
with the process concluding
on l4th October 2024," a
media release stated on
Tuesday.
Yamuna International Airport
Pvt Lid (YIAPL), a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Zurich
Airport International AG, is
developing the airport. The
foundation stone for the
project was laid in November
2021. The concession period
for Noida International
Airport commenced on
October 1 2021 and will run
for 40 years. The airport,
which aims to  start
commercial operations in
April 2025, is expected to
submit the application for
aerodrome icence in
December after completing
the validation flights.
In the first phase, the airport
will have one terminal, one
runway, 10 aerobridges and 25
parking stands. Once all four
development  phases are
completed, the airport will
have a capacity to handle 70
million passengers per year.
Continued on page 8§
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Noida International Airport
(IATA code - DXN) will
connect the greater Delhi
area and also Western Uttar
Pradesh with other cities in
the country and the world.
“The airport will combine
Swiss efficiency and Indian
hospitality to offer rich
experiences and
comprehensive commercial
attractions and services to
its passengers. NIA s
committed to an ambitious

net-zero emissions goal
supported by sustainable
design and  operations

principles,” said the airport.
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi laid the foundation
stone of Jewar Airport on
November 26, 2021. The
airport is expected to be
operational later this year,
two years before [GI Airport
reaches its threshold traffic
handling capacity.

To facilitate connectivity
between the airport and its
catchment area, the Uttar
Pradesh government has
enlisted the National Capital
Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC) to
develop a proposal for a
high-speed  rail  link.
Additionally, plans are
underway to integrate the
RRTS in Ghaziabad with the
forthcoming Noida airport.
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AAlsigns MoU with MPgovtfor
developmentofShivpuriairport

Considering the immense
potential of civil aviation
sector in Madhva Pradesh,
Airpons Authority of India
and Government of Madhya
Pradesh stpned Mol or devd-
opment of Shivpuri Airpon
under BRCS and agreements
for Operation & Mal ntenanoe
and provision of Communi-
cation Novigation Surveil-
lance! Air Traffic Management
services on 10 October,

NV Subbarayvidi, executive
directar, Sajith Kumar, General
Manager (ATM/ATS) Delhi

and Ram Awasthi, Adrport
[Virector signed the agree-
meris /Mol on behalf ol AAL
and ChandramouliShukla,
Commissioner, Aviation,
Macdhya Pradesh on behalf
of Government of Madhya
Pradesh
Ihe i rportwill be developed

foracoommodatng 19 seater-
type of aircraft in the nitial
phase sd ATR-72 tyvpe aircrafi
in the near futune

For this purpose, state poyv-
emment will soon hand over
292 acres of land to AAL
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Downpour disrupts flight

services at Chennai airport

Chennai airport witnessed flight disruptions due
to the rain on Tuesday. While 12 flights were
cancelled by the airlines as there were not many
passengers, 14 flights were delayed due to the
rain, officials of the Airports Authority of India
said. Nine flights due to arrive from Singapore,
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Kolkata, Kannur, New Delhi,
and Tiruchi were delayed by 15 minutes to
one-and-a-half hours. Five flights to Hyderabad,
Singapore, Kolkata, Mumbai, and Coimbatore
were delayed by 15 minutes to two-and-a-half
hours. Twelve flights to Singapore, Muscat,
Coimbatore, Delhi, and Visakhapatnam, among
other destinations, were cancelled. “We are
coordinating with emergency teams and
monitoring the water level in the Adyar.
Sufficient food supplies have been readied for
passengers, should they have to stay in the
terminals owing to flooding,” an official said.
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More bomb hoaxes
keep airports on edge

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m NEW DELHI

Airpor[ staffers and security
agencies on Tuesday went into a
tizzy to undertake specific counter-
terrorist drills at various airports
after five planes, including one
bound for the United States, received
bomb-threat messages through a
social media handle on Tuesday.
The threats via microblogging
latform X came a day after five
hoax bomb threat messages to three
international flights, a mail train and
a university on Monday, caused
trouble to hundreds of passengers
and airline crew.

According to sources, an X handle
issued threats on Tuesday to five
flights, an Air India Express flight
from Jaipur to Bengaluru via
Ayodhya (IX765), a Spicefet flight
from Darbhanga to Mumbai
(SG116), an Akasa Air flight from
Bagdogra to Ben;ialuru (QP 1373),
an Air India flight from Delhi to
Chicagﬂ (Al 127) and an Indigo
flight from Dammam (Saudi Arabia)
to Lucknow (6E 98).

The Air India Express aircraft
underwent a security check at the
Avi'(odhya airport. The Spicefet and
Akasa Air planes have landed,
according to flight-tracking websites.
An Air India flight from Delhi to
Chicago was diverted to Iqaluit
Airport in Canada following a bomb

threat. “Flight Al127 operating from
Delhi to Chicago on October 15,
2024, was the subject of a security
threat posted online and, as a
precautionary measure, has landed
at Igaluit Airport in Canada,’ the
airline said.
It further said, "Air India notes that
it, and other local airlines, have been
subject to a number of threats in
recent days. Though all have
subsequently been found to be
hoaxes, as a responsible airline
operator all threats are taken
seriously
An  Ayodhya-bound Air India
Express flight also received a bomb
threat, which was sent via phone call
for the IX 765 flight that flew from
Jaipur at 12.25 pm. The Boeing 737
Max8 aircraft with call sign AXB765
landed at Uttar Pradeshs Ayodhya
airport by 1.59 pm. The aircraft is
currently parked in an isolated bay
area of Avodhva airport, while
passengers have been a ighted from
the aircraft.

Continued on page §

More bomb hoaxes keep
airports on...

From page 1

The Spicefet aircraft landed
safely at the Mumbai Airport
and was directed to an
isolation  bay as a
precautionary measure. “All
passengers disembarked
normally, and security
agencies were immediately
notified.

After thorough  security
checks, the aircraft has been
cleared for further
operations,” a  Spicefet
spokesperson said.

An Akasa Air spokesperson
said their flight received a
security alert on board.

“The captain followed all

required emergency
procedures and landed safely
at the Kempegowda

International

passengers were deplaned and
the local

undertook the

spokesperson said.

Indigo said in a statement that

it was “cognisant of a situation
involving flight 6E 98 from
Dammam to Lucknow”.

The

airport
diversion.

following its

The aircraft has been sent to
an isolation bay, an official at

the Jaipur airport said.

The X handle tagged the
andles,
claiming that bombs were

airline and police

Airport,
Bengaluru at 13:39 hours. All

authorities
necessary
safety and security checks
after which the aircraft was
released for operations,” the

Dammam-Lucknow
flight landed at the Jaipur

placed on these planes, the
sources said. Four different X
handles had issued a similar

threat to three international
flights originating from
Mumbai on Monday.

All the messages on Monday
were declared a hoax after
security and intelligence
agencies as well as airlines and
airport operators carried out
stipulate anti-terrorist
security drills that are
activated in case of bomb or
hijack threats, the sources
said.

Officials said the Bureau of
Civil  Aviation  Security
(BCAS) has sought the help of
Indian cyber-security
agencies and police to trace
the person or people behind
these threats.
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Pay cut for uniforms: Airport union warns of strike

ManjuVitimesofindia.com

Mumbai: A circular in-
forming employees of
salary deduction for the-
ir uniforms has led to a
dispute between govt-
owned Al Airport Servi-
ces Ltd (AIASL) and its
staff members, with an
employees” union threa-

tening astrike.

ATASL handles gro-
und handling contracts
for Air India group of
companies and many fo-
reign airlines across the
country. On Tuesday, Av-
iation Industry Employ-
ees Guild issued a strike
notice, giving AIASL 15
days to withdraw its cir-

cular asking employees
put down a security de-
posit for their uniforms
or face “direct action”.
AIASL issued the no-
tices on Oct & and 10, in-
forming about its plans
to collect, in six instal-
ments, a total of Rs 7,500
each from employees
such as handymen, utili-

ty agents, drivers and
cleaners; and Rs 15,000
each from the rest. The
Guild's general secreta-
ry George Abraham said
the move contradicted
the terms of contracts,
The union, in its letter,
pointed to the long-stan-
ding practice of provi-
ding uniforms for free.
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Seven flights get bomb threats via X

NEW DELHI, Oct 15:
Seven flights, including one
bound for the United States,
received bomb-threat mes-
sages through a social media
handle on Tuesday, prompt-
ing security agencies to un-
dertake specific counter-ter-
rorist drills at various air-
ports, official sources said.

The threats via
microblogging platform X
came a day after three inter-
national flights originating
from Mumbai received bomb
threats, causing trouble to hun-
dreds of passengers and air-
line crew. The messages
posted on Monday were de-
clared a hoax.

The sources said an X han-
dle issued threats on Tuesday
to seven flights —an Air India
Express flight from Jaipur to
Bengaluru wia Ayodhya
(IX765), a Spiceet flight from

Darbhanga to Mumbai
(SG116), an Akasa Air flight
from Bagdogra to Bengaluru
(QP 1373), an Air India flight
from Delhi to Chicago (A1 127),
an Indigo flight from
Dammam (Saudi Arabia) to
Lucknow (6E 98), an Alliance
Air Amritsar-Dehradun-Dielhi
flight (91 650) and an Air India
Express flight (IX 684) from
Madurai to Singapore.

The X handle has since been
suspended by the platform af-
ter the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) wrote
to cyber-security agencies.

An Air India Express
spokesperson told PTI in a
statement that they, along
with a few other operators,
received a “specific” security
threat from an unverified so-
cial media handle.

The SpiceJet aireraft
landed safely at the Mumbai

arrport and was directed to
an 1solation bay as a precau-
tionary measure.

An Akasa Air spokesper-
son said their flight received
a security alert on board.

The Air India flight was di-
verted to the Igaluit airport
in Canada after it became the
“subject of a security threat
posted online™.

Indigo said in a statement
that 1t was “cognisant of a situ-
ation involving flight 6E 98
from Dammam to Lucknow”.

The Dammam-Lucknow
flight landed at the Jaipur air-
port following its diversion.
The aircraft has been sent to
an isolation bay, an official at
the Jaipur airport said.

An Alliance Air official said
all “precautionary meas-
ures” were being taken for
the Amritsar-Dehradun-
Delha flight, which was un-

dergoing security checks at
the Dehradun airport.

Air India Express sources
said their Madurai-Singapore
flight was awaiting an ap-
proval from Singaporean au-
thorities for landing.

The suspect X handle
tagged the respective air-
lines’ and some police han-
dles, claiming that bombs
were placed on these planes,
the sources said.

Four different X handles 1s-
sued a similar threat to three
international flights originating
from Mumbai on Monday.

All the messages on Mon-
day were declared a hoax af-
ter security and intelligence
agencies as well as airline and
airport operators carried out
stipulated anti-terrorist secu-
nity drills that are activated in
case of bomb or hjjack threats,
the sources said. — PTI
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5C reserves verdict on
Jet Airways NCLAT order

Mew Defhi: The Supreme Court
on Wednesday rescrved its
judgerment ona plea of Stace
Bank of India and othar
creditors challenging the
Matiara! Carmparny Law
Appellate Tribenal (NCLAT)
decision that uphald the
resoiution plan |,:rgr:,1|_|r'd:-:_l.'|:r
carnar Jet Alrways and
approved the transter of its
ownership to taian Kalrock
Cansortium (JKC. e
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Govt to deploy more air marshals on flights

—
Our Bureau
MNew Delhi

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) on Wednesday
sought a report from the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MCA) on multiple bomb
threats to various airlines
operating on domestic as
well as international routes
for the last couple of days.

The MHA has also decided
to increase the number of
marshals deplc:—yed in flights
to cover sensitive routes in
the domestic and even on the
international circuits.

It is learnt that the MHA
has asked the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF),
Bureau of Civil Aviation, Na-
tional Investigation Agency
(NIA) and Intelligence Bur-
eau (IB), too, to submit re-
port on at least 13 bomb
threats received by airlines
in the last 48 hours.

So far, all threats have
been found to be hoax but
the officials are not taking it
lightly since there is a pat-
tern to such attempts of cre-
ating disturbance at infra-
structure used by large mass
of people.

Sources said that the gov-
ernment is seeking inquiry to
ascertain the people behind

PASSENGER SAFETY. The strength of marshals has been
doubled to cover a wider networlk of airlines on vulnerable routes

these e-mail threat letters,
intended to damage the
reputation of the Indian avi-
ation market which is grow-
ing and is the third largest
globally.

CYBER UNITS ON ALERT
The cyber units of the gov-
ernment have also been aler-
ted to carry out an audit to
trace footprints of the e-
mails, which appear to have
been masked and have ori-
ginated from abroad, sources
said.

The accounts were shut
down after they come to no-
tice, they added.

On Wednesday, two air-

lines were diverted for secur-
ity clearance after they got e-
mail threats.

One of them was Akasa
Air’s Delhi-Bengaluru flight.
“Akasa Air Flight QP 1335,
flying from Delhi to
Bengaluru on October 16,
2024, and carrying 174 pas-
sengers, three infants and
seven crew members on
board received a security al-
ter,” confirmed an airline
spokesperson.

The Akasa Air Emergency
Response teams advised the
pilot to divert the flight to
the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport in Delhi with
abundant precaution. The

airlines will continue to
monitor the situation and as-
sist authorities for the safety
and comfort of passengers,
the spokesperson added.

The other aircraft was of
Indigo, which took off from
Mumbai and was bound for
Delhi, but was redirected to
Ahemdabad due to a security
alert, an airline spokesper-
son said.

All passengers safely em-

barked at Ahemdabad
airport.
SENSITIVE ROUTES

The government has decided
to increase the number of air
marshals, who are NSG com-
mandoes in plain clothes, to
deploy them on some do-
mestic and international
routes considered sensitive,
owing to intelligence inputs
following increased global
conflicts and tensions with
India.

The strength of air mar-
shals has been doubled to
cover a wider network of air-
lines on routes mapped vul-
nerable, sources stated.

The idea of deploying air
marshals, drawn from the
NSG’s highly specialised
anti-hijacking unit, came
after the Indian Airlines
IC-814 hijacking in 1999. Re-
cently,
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DGCA removes
‘enhanced
surveillance’
on SpicelJet

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 15 October

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Tuesday removed SpiceJet
from “enhanced surveil-
lance” after the airline suc-
cessfully raised ¥3,000 crore
through a qualified institu-
tional placement (QIP) pro-
cess. The regulator will con-
tinue to conduct random
spot checks of SpicelJet’s
operational aircraft to
ensure safety.

“Spicejet was placed
under enhanced surveil-
lance by the DGCA on
September 13 in view of the
financial constraints being
faced by the operator which
could potentially affect dis-
charge of mandatory obliga-
tions of aircraft mainte-
nance,” said the DGCA in a
press release.

The DGCA carried out
266 spot checks at various
locations as part of the
enhanced surveillance
mechanism.

“It has been ensured that
deficiencies and findings
found during the spot
checks have been subject to
suitable rectification action
by the operator. In light of
the same and the financial
infusion of additional funds
into the company, Spicejet
has been taken off the
enhanced surveillance
regime,” it noted.

“However, random spot
checks shall continue to be
carried out across the oper-

SpiceJet’s
marketshare
shrinksto2%

Thedomestic passenger
marketshare oflow-cost
airline SpiceJethas
shrunktojusttwoper
centin September this
year,down fromZ.3per
centinJanuarylastyear,
datareleased by the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation revealed
onTuesday. Overall, the
Indiancarrierscarrieda
totalof13.027million
domestic passengers,
which was 6.38 percent
moreyear-on-year. The
domestic passenger
marketshare of IndiGo,
India’slargestairline,
stood at 63 percentinthe
pastmonth.

DEEPAK PATEL

ational fleet to ensure con-
tinuing safety of opera-
tions,” it clarified. On
September 23, ten days after
it was put under enhanced
surveillance, the airline had
raised 3,000 crore from
global investors and
mutual funds through the
QIP process. Business
Standard reported last week
that the airline has informed
the regulator that it will
spend 400 crore within the
next 24 months to bring
its 36 grounded planes back
to service.
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Vistara stood out by
empowering frontline

employees:

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 16 October

Vistara stood out from other Indian
carriers like IndiGo because it
empowered frontline employees to
solve passengers’ problems and pro-
vide a premium service, said its
Chairman Bhaskar Bhat (pictured)
on Wednesday.

Vistara, which started commercial
flight operations 10 years ago, is going
to sunset on November 11 and will
merge with Air India. The Tata group
runs the two airlines.

“If you look at aircraft of various
airlines, they are by and large the
same. Vistara does not fly you faster
from Mumbai to Delhi than anyone
else. The seats are, by and large, the
same, except business class where the
seats are much larger and can be
reclined,” said Bhat.

“Even the premium economy class
we introduced in Vistara was not
exactly innovative as it was done by
airlines across the world. It is not
innovative. Certainly, the innovation
and the change we did at Vistara was
empowering the frontline,” he said
during a panel discussion at a sym-
posium organised by Indian
Foundation for Quality Management
in New Delhi.

When frontline employees, such
as cabin crew and those who handle
ground operations, are not empow-
ered and informed, they are unable
to tell passengers the reasons for a
simple flight delay. “This leaves the
customer so irritated, and the

employee at the frontline has no infor-
mation, has no power. So the simple
thing we did was empower the front-
line because as the ambassador of the
airline, these persons are delivering

Chairman

the experience,” Bhat explained.

“It doesn't mean the employee
should write out a cheque saying T’1l
give you a free ticket'. It is about deal-
ing with the customer problem now
(at that moment). So in a way, Vistara
has managed to reach a certain level
of customer experience, which is
aboutservice inside the aircraft, to the
extent possible outside the aircraft.
We designed this differentiation into
our service...Otherwise what is the dif-
ference between IndiGo and Vistara?
IndiGo has differentiated itself by
becoming the lowest cost airline in
the country.”

The Tata group in November 2022
started merging Vistara into Air India,
10 months after it took control of the
latter from the government through
the disinvestment process. Vistara
operates about 2,400 flights weekly
and has a fleet of 70 planes.

Vistara has been a loss-making air-
line since its birth. In 2022-23, the air-
line recorded a net loss 0f31,393 crore.
Since its inception in 2015, Vistara,
which is a 51:49 joint venture between
the Tata group and Singapore
Airlines, has seen an infusion of
9,900 crore.
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Hoaxbomb threats on 7

Indian flights, US-bound
plane lands in Canada

Threat causes delay and diversion,
disrupting passengers and crew

NEW DELHI, PTI

even flights, including
one bound forthe United
States, received bomb-
threat messages through aso-
cial media handle on Tuesday,
prompting security agencies
to undertake specific count-
er-terrorist drills at various
airports, official sources said.

The threats via microblog-
ging platform X came a day af-
ter three international flights
originating from Mumbai re-
ceived bomb threats, causing
trouble to hundreds of pas-
sengers and airline crew. The
messages posted on Monday
were declared a hoax.

The sources said an X han-
dle issued threats on Tuesday
toseven flights — an Air India
Express flight from Jaipur
to Bengaluru via Ayodhya
(IX765). a Spicelet flight

v

from Darbhanga to Mumbai
(SG116), an Akasa Air flight
from Bagdogra to Bengaluru
(QP 1373), an Air India flight
from Delhi to Chicago (Al
127}, an Indigo flight from
Dammam (Saudi Arabia) to
Lucknow (GE 98), an Alliance
Air Amritsar-Dehradun-Delhi
flight (91650) and an AirIndia
Express flight (IX 684) from
Madurai to Singapore.

TheXhandle hassincebeen
suspended by the platform
after the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) wrote to
cyber-security agencies,

An Air India Express
spokesperson said in a state-
ment that they, along with a
few other operators, received
a “specilic” security threat
from an unverified social me-
dia handle.

“In response, security pro-
tocols were promptly activat-

ed as directed by the govern-
ment-appointed Bomb Threat
Assessment Committee. The
flight landed safely, and the
aircraft will be released for
operations following all man-
dated security procedures,”
the spukesperson said.

The Air India flight was
diverted to the Iqaluit airport
in Canada after it became the
“subject of a security threat
posted online™,

“The aireraft and passen-
gers are being re-screened
according to the laid-down
security protocol. Air India
has activated agencies at the
airport to assist the passen-
gersuntil such time that their
journey can resume,” an Al
spokesperson said.

The suspect X handle
tagged the respective air-
lines’ and some police han-
dles, claiming that bombs
were placed on these planes,
the sources said.

Officials said the BCAS
has sought the help of Indian
cyber-security agencies and
police to trace the person or
people behind these threats.
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FOR PASSENGER SAFETY, MORE MARSHALS LIKELY ON OVERSEAS FLIGHTS

AIRLINE BOMB HOAX: Agencies on
Alert; Mumbai Police Detains Juvenile

Arindam Majumder & Rahul Tripathi

New Delhi: On a day when seven more
flights received bomb threats, the Centre
asserted that agencies are actively pur-

suing thecases even as the Mumbai Poli-

ce apprehended a juvenile from Chhat-

tisgarh for three such hoax calls. Mean-

while, to ensure the safety of passeng-
ers, the government is
likely to
increase

the number of sky
marshals on interna-
tional flights.

ﬁ"ﬂf

|b-
Lo
A

The government on Wednesday infor-
med the Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Transport that it is conside-
ring deploying a greater number of the
elite National Security Guards (NSG)
personnel on international flights. Ci-
vilaviationsecretary Vumlunmang Vu-
alnam also told the committee that in-
vestigators have gathered some infor-
mation on the recent threats and are
_taking ac-tion.

Separate
y, civil avia-
1 tion minister Ram
¥ Mohan Naidu said he

is monitoring the si-

tuation closely. A senior official of the
Central Industrial Security Forces, the
paramilitary force that handles airport
security, said state police have been as-
ked toarrest and takestrongactionaga-
inst people making such threats.

Atleast19Indian flights received hoax
bomb threats in the past three days, lea-
ding to long delays and diversions. On
Tuesday, Singapore's air force sent two
fighter jets to escort an Air India Ex-
press plane away from populated areas
after the airline received an email that
there wasabomb on the aircraft.

‘Social Media Cos Should Filter Out Tweets’

‘Social Media Cos Can Filter Out Tweets'»» 8

»+From Page1

An Alr India aireraft flying from Delhi to Chi-
cago had to divert to Igaluit airport in Canada
on the same day following a security threat
posted online.

Alrlines have sought intervention from the
government so that social media platforms
prevent users from posting such threats.

“Social media platforms can easily filter such
tweets and prevent them from being posted.
Such tweets should rather be forwarded to the
security agencies and airlines who can make a
threat assessment and decide on whether to take
an action ornot,” an airline executive said.

Hoax bomb alerts cause diversion and delays
of aircraft resulting in both financial losses and
inconvenience for airlines and passengers.

“We have (o decide based on if the threal is
specific or non-specific. As soon as a specific
flight number is mentioned, under current re-
gulations we have to report that to the Bomb
Threat Assessment Committee (BTAC),”
her airline executive told E'T.

Air India said if the perpetrators of such
threats are found, the airline will hold them
accountable for the disruption and inconveni-
ence caused (o passengers and sue them (o re-
cover damages.

anol-

If a bomb threat is detected, the
Night erew immediately informs
the pilot, who then notifies the air
traffic control (ATC)about it. The
ATC subsequently informs the
airport which mobilise various

Emm resources incl uﬂlngﬁmbrig;t_c}e.
diversion and homh disposal squads, sniffer
delays of dogs, and In some cases, emer
aircraft gency evacuation svstems.

resulting in The airerafl is then directed to an
bothfinanclal 1=solation bay where all passengers
losses and and their luggage undergo thoro

inconvenience yph screening This process, which

forairlines  akes along time, not only inconve-
and niences passengers and crew but al-
PasSENgers socauses significant anxiety:

A senlor official of a security agency said in
most cases, the threats are issued using a vir-
tual private network (VPN) which masks the
IP address. “We are in touch with VPN provi-
ders todecrypt the identity,” he said.

Atthe parliamentary panel meeting Wednes-
day, members alsoraised the issue of asudden
spike in airfares on several routes. The com-
mittee decided to hold a separate meeting on
the issue.

With inputs from Jatin Takkar, Rashmi Raj-
putandagencies
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Airbusto Axe 2.5k

Space Division Jobs
Airbus plans tocutup to 2,500 jobs
inits struggling satellite division, a
& ) sourcesaid Wednesday --
gl the latest sign of trouble
for the European ae-
rospace industry. The source, who is
close to talks between management
and unions, said the aviation giant
had begun informing worker repre-
sentatives Wednesday morning. It
will hits its entire defence and space
division. Airbus and the main
Frenchunions there refused to

comment ahead of meetings this
afternoon. AFP
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Airbus to slash 2,500
jobs in space, defence

Ti HEPHER
Paris, Oc tober 15

AIRBUS AMHOUHCED PLANS
on Wednesday to cut up to
2,500 jobs in its Defence and
Space division, citing a“comples
business environment” espe-
dally in loss- making satellites.

The European aerospace
group said it aims tocarry out
the cuts, which represent 7% of
the workforce in its second-
largest division, e the mididle of
2026 after talkswith unions.

Abrbus biiilds satellites and
transporters and haskey shares
in Europeanmissile, fighter, and
space-launch programmes,

It hasbeen hit by €1.5 hillion
(8163 billion) of charges in
space systems in recent guar-
ters Jed by the high- tech OncSat
project, and delays and rising
costsin defence.

The job cuts, first reported by
newsagency AFF comeon top of
amorethanyear-long efficiency
reviewin thedefence and space
business, code -named ATOM,

Mike Scheellharn, CEQ of

-

The European agrospace group said itmay cary out the
cuts by the middle of 2026 after talks with unjons

Airbus'ssecond-largest division
by revenues, said it was ime to
take further steps notably inan
“increasingly difficult space
market”, "This mquires us to
become faster, leanerand more
competitive "he sakd.

Airtus has been dawing up
specific tumaround plans forits
strupeling Space Systems busi-
ness without waiting for the
outeomeof recent satellite con

BLORDeE TR

solidation talks that include
Italy’s Leonardo as well as
Fance'sThales

Job cut s will lsobefelt nthe
Germany-based defence unit’s
headquarters. Airbusis based in
France with core operations
also in Germany, Britain and
Spam, Governments of the four
host nations have been briefed
on the mstructurng plans,
souiress sald. — REUTERS
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Four minors detained for
Mumbai-New York bomb threat

Staff Reporter

RAJNANDGAOH

Mumbai Police have detained
four minors, including a 17-
year-old son of a local mobile
and computer businessman, in
Rajnandgaon, Chhattisgarh, in
connection with a bomb
threat against an Air India
flight from Mumbai to New
York. The minors were appre-
hended after an earlier arrest
for asimilar train bomb threat

A special five-member team
from Mumbai Police is cur-
rently interrogating the main
accused, who allegedly hacked
another persons email ID to
issue the threat. Authorities
have seized the accuseds elec-
tronic devices, including a lap-

R

top and mobile phone, along
with his car. Senior police offi-
cials from Rajnandgaon, in-
cluding the IG and SP, were
present during the operation.

The bomb threat, issued on
Monday, October 14, forced a
flight with 239 passengers to
land at Delhis Indira Gandhi
International Airport, where

all passengers were safely
evacuated. A thorough secur-
ity check revealed no explos-
ives on board. The case is
being led by IPS officer
Manish Kalwania, and Mum-
bai Police are now investigat-
ing the email and call records
of the accused with the help of
cvber experts.
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SpiceJet settles
$23.39 million
dispute with
Aircastle,
Wilmington Trust

PTI
MUMBA
—

Budget carrier Spicelet on
Tuesday said it has success-
fully settled a USD 23,39 mil-
lion dispute with two aircraft
lessors — Aircastle and
Wilmington Trust, days after
amicably resolving a similar
dispute with a US-based air-
craft leasing firm, BBANL

As part of the settlement,
all ongoing litigation and dis-
putes between the parties
will be withdrawn at appro-
priate forums, the airline said
in a statement

Spicelet has “successfully
setled” a USD 233%-million
dispute  with  Aircastle
(Ireland) Designated Activity
Company and Wilmington
Trust SP Services (Dublin) Lid
for an aggregate sum of USD
S-million, together with
agreement in relation o the
reatment of certain aircraft
engines, the statement added.

Meanwhile, aviation regu-
lator DGCA on Tuesday said it
has removed Spicelet from
enhanced surveillance
regime in the wake of the air-
line taking actions to rectify
deficiencies as well as mising
funds to meet obligations. On
September 13, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) placed the budget
carrier under the enhanced
surveillance regime.
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Air turbulence over
social media threats

T flights were affected on Tuesday,
after threats were posted on X; on
Monday, three international flights
were similarly threatened

ESCORTED
BY JETS

he Singapore Armed
| Forces on Tuesday

scrambled two fighter jets
to escort an Air India Express
plane away from populated
areas following a bomb threat.
Finally, the aireraft landed safely
at Singapore's Changi airport.
The Air India Express plane op-
erating flight IX 684 from Madu-
rai to Singapore had received a
bomb threat.

FPJ News Service
MEW DELHI

Bomb threats posted on social
media handles have become
the latest flight disruptors this
week, throwling the itineraries
and lives of fliers, especially
thase of the long-haulers, into
disarray,

In a replay of the events of
Monday, on Tuesday too, seven
flights, including one bound
for the United States, were af-

fected following the recetpt of

bomb-threat messages
through a social media handle
on the same day.

Security agencies had to
rush into action by undertak-
ing specifie counter-terrorist
drills at various airports. offi-
cial sources said.

The threats, issued by
handles on the microblogging
platform, X, came a day after
three international Mights orig-
inating from Mumbai received

bomb  threats, distressing
hundreds of passengers and
airline crew. The messages
posted on Monday too were
fortunately declared hoaxes,
With ten planes recefving ten
bomb threats in less than 48
hours, causing one of them to be
diverted to a remote airport in
Canada, the Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security has said that it is
investigating the episade.

_¥ Contdon | nation

Air turbulence over...

According to sources, an X handle issued threats on
Tuesday to five flights — an Air India Express flight
from Jaipur to Bengalum via Ayodhya (IX765), a
Spicelet flight from Darbhanga to Mumbai (SG116),
an Akasa Airflight from Bagdograto Bengaluru QP
1:373), an Air India flight from Delhi to Chicagp (Al
127), an Indigo fAight from Dammam (Saudi Arabia)
to Lucknow (6E 98), an Alliance Air Amrisar-
Dehradun-Delhi flight (91 650) and an Air India
Express flight (IX 684) from Madurai to Singapore.

An Air India Express spokesperson told PTlin a
statement that they, along with a few other oper-
ators, received a Specific security threat from an
unverified social media handle. The X handle has
since been suspended by the plaform after the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) wrote to
cyber-security agencies.

The Spicelet flight landed safely at Mumbai
Airport and was directed to an isolation bay as a
precautionary measure. “In response, security pro-
tocols were promptly activated, as directed by the
governmentappointed Bomb Threat Assessment
Committee, The flightlanded safely, and the aircraft
will be released for operations following all man-
dated security procedures,” the spokesperson said.

“All passengers disembarked normally, and
security agencies were immediately notified. After
thorough security checks the aireraft has been
cleared for further operations”” a Spicelet spokes-
person said. An Akasa Air spokesperson said their
flight had received a security alert on board.

“The captain followed all required emergency
procedures and landed safely at the Kempegowda
International Airport, Bengalur at 13:39 hours. All
passengers were deplaned and the local authorities
undertook the necessary safety and security checks
after which the aircraftwas released for operations,”
the spolkesperson said.
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Domestic air passenger

traffic rises 6% in Sep

PTI

NEW DELHI
—

Domestic carriers flew L30
crore PasSEngers in
September, which is 6.38 per
cent higher compared to the
vear-ago peried, according to
official data released on
Tuesday. In September last
vear, airlines carried 1.22 crore
PasSEnNgers.

IndiGo's market share rose
to 83 per cent while that of Air
Indiaclimbed to 151 per centin
September 2024, as per the
data released by  the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA)L AIX Connect,
which was merped with Air
India Express this month,
topped the list of aidines in
terms of On Time Performance
(OTF) at 70 per cent, replacing
Aleasa Air, whose OTP slipped
to62.1 per cent.

The data showed that
Vistara’s market share dipped

to 10 per cent and that of AIX
Connect slipped to 4.1 per cent
last month. The overnll
domestic market share of Air
India Group comprising Air
India, AIX Connect and
Vistara touched 29.2 per cent.

In September, Akasa Air
and Spicelet carried saw 573
lakh and 2.61 lakh passengers,
respectively: While Akasa Air's
market share stood at 44 per
cent, that of SpiceJet dropped
I 2 per cent

Crisis-hit Spicelet saw its
market declining 64 per cent
in September compared to
January when it had cornered
56 per cent of the total L3l
crore domestic air passengers
flown by the Indian airlines.
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Flight from Saudi
Arabia makes
emergency
landing in Jaipur

Press Trust of Indla
Jaipwr, Oct 15

An IndiGe flight from Saudi
Arabia on Tuesday made
an emerpency landing heve
following a bamb thireat, an
airport official said.

The flight took off from
Dammam airport in Sandi
Arabia and was scheduled
taland at Lucknow airport.
It was diverted to Jaipur
for emergency landing, the
official said

The plane is at the air
port's isolation bay and
security check is going on,
the official added,

In a statement, IndiGo
said “We are cognisant of
a situation invelving Night
G6E 88 from Dammam to
Lucknow. The safety and
security of our passengers
and crew is our highestpri
ority and we are working
closely with the relevant
authorities and taking all
necessary precautions as
per the guidelines. ™
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DGCA drops Spicelet
from ‘enhanced
surveillance regime’

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of

Civil Aviation (DGCA} on
Tuesday said that it had re-
movedd Hpicefet from en-
hanced surveillance, but
would continue to carry
out spot checks on the air-
line to ensure light safery.

Spicejet was placed on
heightened surveillance on
September 13 following
sporadic  disruption  in
flight services due to non-
payment of dues to service
partners, even as the rego-
lator expressed concern
owver the airline’s financial
difficulties impacting
maintenance at the airline,

The regulator said that a
total of 266 spot checks
were carried out on Spice-

e |

Jet by the DGCA across va
ricus locations  following
which the airline took rec-
tification action. "In light
of the same and the finan-
cial infusion of additional
funds into the company,
Spicejet has been taken off
the enhanced surveillance
regime," the DGCA said in
a statement.

The airline had recently
rafsed MY crore
through a GIr
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Agencies look for pattern
in bomb threats to airlines

Neeraj Chauhan
etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAL The Union
government planned to increase
deployment of air marshals on
flights, investigation agencies
examined if they could establish
A “pattern”, and the Delhi Police
registered multiple FIRs over
hoax calls amid a spate of bomb
threats, people aware of the mat-
ter said on Wednesday.

The bomb scares continued
on Wednesday as seven flights
— IndiGo’s 6E 74 (Riyadh to
Mumbai), 6E 1011 (Mumbai to
Singapore), 6E 515 (Chennai to
Lucknow), 6E 651 (Delhi to
Mumbai); Akasa Air's QP 1335

LS S

——

g gl T s i

-—— .

AnIndiGo aircraft after it made an emergency landing following
abomb threat, at Jaipur airport on Tuesday. Ll

(Delhi to Bengaluru ); SpiceJet’s
SG 124 (Leh to Delhi), SG 116
(Darbhanga to Mumbai) —were
warned of explosives on board
through social media posts. This
took the total number of such

threats to at least 17 in three
days. All the threats turned out

to be hoax.
“I am deeply concerned over
the recent disruptive acts targeting
continuedon 15

BOMB THREATS

Indian airlines, affecting the
domesticand international opera-
tions. Such mischievous and unlaw-
ful actions are a matter of grave
concern, and I strongly condemn
any attempts to compromise the
safety, security, and operational
integrity of ouraviation sector,” civil
aviation minister K Rammohan
Naidu said ina statement.

According to peopleaware of the
matter, airport operators, officials
from the Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS), Airports
Authority of India (AAI), ministry of
home affairs (MHA), Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF), Intelli-
gence Bureau and police held a
series of meetings in the past 24
hours to discuss the threats, which
have disruptedair travel this week.

“There is a pattern behind the
messages. A threat is given using
social media or through a phone
call, and then suddenly similar
threats start to appear within a
shortspanof time, VPNs have been
used to post the messages to avoid
being traced. We are analysing the
pattern, and investigation agencies
are coordinating to locate the
source (s) of threats,” said an avia-
tion security officer, who was part
of the discussions.

He added that the intention
behind the threats was to“definitely
disturb the aviation sector, create
panic, and keep the agencies on
their toes™,

Speaking on condition of ano-
nymity,asenior intelligence officer
said the bombthreats appeared to
be a part of a ploy to increase the
burden on security agencies. “There
has been chatter in anti-India cir-
cles toissuebomb threatsto unset-
tle the aviation sector toa level that
security forces are overstretched,”
the official said, requesting ano-
nymity.

On Monday, seven flights were
diverted, delayed, or subjected toa
search after posts on social media
said they had bombs on board. In
all of these cases, the threats came
fromone Xaccount, @schizobomb-
er777,which wassuspended during
the day. Theaccount, with no other
identifier, was created earlier this
month. Naidu said the government
was keeping a close watch on the
situation. “We are committed to
maintaining the highest security
standards and passenger safety
remains our topmost priority,” he
said.

According to protocol, an assess-
ment committee comprising air-
port operators and security agen-
ciessuchasthe Intelligence Bureau

is constituted in case of a bomb
threat to assess the gravity of the
warning and act accordingly. This
committee decides if the threat is

L ®"oswrave ¥ ruvass 8 )

“specific” (indicating a possible
breach of security) or “non-specific”
(indicating a possible hoax). “If the
committee decides the threat is spe-
cific, all the passengers are off-
loaded along with their cabin and
check-in baggage. The cargo and
catering items are also removed. It
is followed by re-screening of the
passengers and their baggage, and
the empty aircraft is also thor-
oughly screened,” saida BCAS offi-
cer, whoaskednot to be named. In
case of non-specific threats, agen-
ciesdon'tcarry out any drill

The aviation security officer
cited earlier in the story said “all
security protocols are being
reviewed comprehensively to see if
any changes are required to deal
with bomb threats”,

A third officer said the Centre
has decided to increase the number
of air marshals on flights in the
backdrop of the repeated bomb
threats. “Currently, a total of 35 air
marshals are deployed in flights
across certain sensitive sectors, The
number of such marshals will be
increased to 100,” the officer said,
requesting anonymity.

The officer added that the mar-
shals consist of National Security
Guards (NSG) commandos and are
trained in anti-hijacking operations.
They travel as civilians on “certain
sensitive routes” in order to ensure
the safety of passengers . Security
officials refused to reveal the “sensi-
tive routes” on which airmarshals
are deployed, citing security con-
cerns.

Police have also been asked to
take stern action against those
found guilty of making the hoax
calls, people aware of the matter
said. The IGI Airport police said that
they registered multiple cases on
Wednesday over separate bomb
threats received by the airportin the
last month.

“A detailed investigation is cur-
rently underway. After coordinat-
ing with the concerned social media
platform, all accounts responsible
for spreading these false threats
have been suspended to prevent
further misuse,” Commissioner of
Police (DCP), IGI Airport Usha Ran-
gnanisaid.

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), 2023, consists of stringent
punishments to deter hoax calls.
The Act's Section 353, which
addresses “statements conducing to
public mischief”, lists punishment
for those who deliberately spread
false information that can lead to
publicalarm orunrest. A hoax call
that falsely warns of a bomb threat
falls under this category and can
face up to three years in prison, a
fine, or both. Another key provision,
Section 351, deals with criminal
intimidation, which encompassesa
range of threats designed to instil

fear. In cases where these threats
include death, grievous injury or
arson, the punishment can extend
up toseven years.

As partof the crackdown against
hoax calls, the Mumbai police
detained a minor and a man from
Chhattisgarh on Tuesday over the
bomb threat to three flights from
Mumbai on Monday. Officers said
their investigation revealed that the
17-year-old created a fakeaccount in
the name of his neighbour and
posted the threats.

On Wednesday, IndiGo received
bomb threats for four flights,
including the Riyadh-Mumbai
flight that was diverted to Muscat.
“Theaircraft has beenisolated, and
all passengers have been safely dis-
embarked,” an airline :
said. An Akasa Air flight enroute to
Bengaluru returned to Delhi on
Wednesday afternoon following a
bomb threat. A SpiceJet spokesper-
son said the airline’s X handle
received a direct message indicating
a bomb threat concerning two
flights — one was Leh-Delhi and the
other was Darbangha-Mumbai. All
the threats proved to be fake.

SCTO PUNJAB, HRY
orafineup to 3l crore for violating
the commission’s orders.

The bench, also comprising jus-
tices Ahsanuddin Amanullah and
Augustine George Masih, said, “Tt
is complete insensitivity on part of
the chief secretary. They owe an
explanation for not initiating strin-
gent action against the offenders
and officials concerned.”

The bench summoned the two
chief secretaries to appear next
week, and said: “We direct the
CAQM or suitable authorities to
take action against officials of the
states by invoking Section 14 of the
Act fornon-compliance.” “Thisis
the only way to enforce our orders.
Otherwise, the commission will
remain a toothless tiger,” the bench
said, noting that the CAQM order is
three years old and the states are
still struggling to find solutions to
the problem of air pollution that
has existed for decades.

“So you are saying let people
suffer from pollution and we can-
not doanything about it? Why this
hesitation? There cannot be any
political compulsion. Some politi-
cian may bother about it (political
compulsion), butyouare the chief
secretary.”

The court was hearing the issue
of stubble burningas partof a peti-
tion filed by MCMehta to deal with
pollution in Delhi

Punjab and Haryana were rep-
resented on Wednesday by advo-
cate general Gurminder Singh and
additional advocate general
Lokesh Singhal, respectively. The
two states had collected environ-
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2 detained for bomb
hoax on Indigo flight

MUMBAI: The Mumbai police  time bombs had been placed on
have detained two persons, the Mumbai-Muscat [light and
including a17-year-old boy, from  would detonate before the flight
Chhattisgarh in connection with  landed.

two bomb hoax messages posted Anacther threat was posted for
on X (formerly Twitter) for two  the IndiGo flight operating from

international IndiGo flights on
Monday.

According to police officials,
one of the accused i a 34-vear-old
man who runs a shop in Rajnand-
gaon district. The second accused
is a I7-year-old college student
and son a businessman. The
police suspect that the minor had
earlier allegedly hacked many
people’s social media accounts
and used the same to post the
hoax messageson X,

The threat was posted by an X
user named Fazudding9. In the
post, they tagged the IndiGo han-
dle @indiGo6E and claimed that

Mumbai to New York said that
there were six kgs of RDX in the
fight and terrorists travelling in
the flight would hijack the plane
in the next 20 minutes.

The post was traced to Chhat-
tisgarh and a police team visited
there and nabbed the accused.
They were brought to Mumbai,
and an investigation is going on,
said the officer.

A senior officer said the
accused has not been arrested yet
The suspect’s mobile phones and
the minor’s laptop have been
seized for investigation to collect
electronic evidence. HTC
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Delays, diversions
continue as 7 flights

get bomb threats

Yogesh Maik

yogesh_naik@hind ustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Seven flights, includ-
ing an Air India plane headed
to Chicago that was forced to
land at a remote Canadian air-
port, and an Air India Express
service to Singapore that was
escorted by two F-15 fighters
away from populated areas,
were diverted, delayed or sub-
jected to a search on Tuesday
after posts on social media said
they had bombs on board.

Tuesday's disrupted flights
come a day after three similar
threats tor airlines (and
another for a train) were made
on Monday, prompting
authorities to convene a high-
level meeting for Wednesday.
None of the planes had any
explosives on board, airlines
and aviation officials said.
“Civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu on Monday held
a meeting with the Bureau of
Civil Aviation, CISF (Central
Industrial Security Force), and
other senior officials in airport
security over the bomb
threats. The ministry will hold
a high-level meeting on
Wednesday,” news agency ANI
reported.

The threats were issued to
Air India Express flight IX765
from Jaipur to Bengaluru via
Ayodhya, SpiceJet flight SGLI6
from Darbhanga to Mumbai,
Akasa Air flight QP1373 from
Bagdogra to Bengalury, an Air
India flight AI127 from Delhi to
Chicago, Indigo flight 6E98
from Dammam (Saudi Arabia)
to Lucknow (GE 98), Alliance
Air Might 91650 from Amritsar
to Dehradun and Air India
Express flight IX684 from Mad-
urai to Singapore.

In all of these cases, the
threats came from one X
account, @schizobomber777,
which was suspended during
the day. The account, with no
other identifier, was created
earlier this month.

The most dramatic of the
consequences appeared to be

CIVIL AVIATION MIN
WILL HOLD HIGH-
LEVEL MEETING ON
WEDNESDAY TO
DISCUSS THE ISSUE

for IX684, which was escorted
away out to the sea by two F-15
combat jets of the Singapore
Air Foree. Flight tracking web-
sites showed the [X684 was ina
holding position to the east of
Singapore, over the sea, for
ruughly an hour before it was
given clearance to land.

The other international
flight affected was headed to
Chicago from Delhi, and was
diverted to Igaluit, the north-
ernmost Canadian town of
roughly 8,000 population. It
was not clear if the flight left
Igaluit till the time of going to
print.

The only other flight to be
diverted was the IndiGo plane
from Dammam to Lucknow,
which landed at Jaipur, The
remaining underwent inspec-
tions after safely landing either
at their layover spots or desti-
nations. An IndiGo spokesper-
son said, "We are working
closely with relevant authori-
ties and taking all precau-
tions...”

An Air India Express spokes-
person said the [light from
Ayodhya to Bengaluru was
delayed by almost three hours
as security checks were carried
out at Ayodhya. The Spicelet
aircraft from Darbhanga
landed at its destination Mum-
bai and was directed to an iso-
lation bay as a precautionary
measure, the airline said. An
Akasa Air spokesperson said
that, on its affected {light, the
“captain followed all required
emergency/ procedares End |
landed safely at the Kempe-
gowda International Airport,
Bengaluru at 13:39 hours™.

The aircraft was released for
aperations.

With agency inputs
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SPICEJET REMOVED
FROM ENHANCED
SURVEILLANCE
REGIME BY DGCA

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Aviation regulator
DGCA on Tuesday said it has
removed Spicelet from
enhanced surveillance regime in
the wake of the airline taking
actions to rectify deficiencies as
well as raising funds to meet
obligations. On September 13,
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) placed the car-
rier under the enhanced surveil-
lance regime following financial
constraints that could impact the
airline’s mandatory obligations
related to aircraft maintenance.

A total of 266 spot checks
have been carried out by DGCA
across various locations as part
of the enhanced surveillance
mechanism, the watchdog said
in a release. According to the
regulator, it has been ensured
that deficiencies found during
the spot checks have been sub-
ject to suitable rectification
actions by the airline. “In light of
the same and the financial infu-
sion of additional funds into the
company, Spicejet has been
taken off the enhanced surveil-
lance regime,” the regulator said.
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DGCA drops Spicelet

from ‘enhanced
surveillance reglme

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Tuesday said that it had re-
moved SpicelJet from en-
hanced surveillance, but
would continue to carry
out spot checks on the air-
line to ensure flight safety.
SpiceJet was placed on
heightened surveillance on
September 13 following
sporadic disruption in
flight services due to non-
payment of dues to service
partners, even as the regu-
lator expressed concern
over the airline’s financial
difficulties impacting
maintenance at the airline.
The regulator said that a
total of 266 spot checks
were carried out on Spice-

Jet by the DGCA across va-
rious locations following
which the airline took rec-
tification action. “In light
of the same and the finan-
cial infusion of additional
funds into the company,
Spicejet has been taken off
the enhanced surveillance
regime,” the DGCA said in
a statement.

The airline had recently
raised 3,000 crore
through a QIP.
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Bomb threat to Air India flight from
Madurai keeps Singapore on edge

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Singapore scrambled two
F-15 fighter jets after an Air
India Express flight from
Madurai to Singapore re-
ceived a bomb threat.
Another Air India flight
from Delhi to Chicago was
diverted to the Iqaluit air-
port in Canada on a day
when there were at least
six threats received by va-
rious Indian airlines.

Four of these threat calls
that were issued for flights
headed to domestic desti-
nations were declared
hoax by security agencies.

Tense situation

“Air India Express received
an email that there was a
bomb on board flight
AXB684 that was bound
for Singapore. Two of our
RSAF F-155Gs scrambled
and escorted the plane
away from populated

Indian airlines received six
threats in a day that all turned
out to be hoax. FILE PHOTO

areas, to finally land safely
at Singapore Changi Air-
port at around 10:04 pm
tonight,” Singapore’s De-
fence Minister Ng Eng Hen
posted on X.

Singapore also activated
its Ground Based Air De-
fence (GBAD) systems and
Explosive Ordnance Dispo-
sal (EOD). The plane was
handed over to the Airport
Police once it landed.

There were also threats

received for Air India’s Del-
hi-Chicago flight, Akasa’s
Bagdogra-Bengaluru flight,
Air India Express’s Jaipur-
Ayodhya flight, IndiGo’s
Dammam-Lucknow flight
and SpiceJet’s Darbhanga-
Mumbai flight.

“The aircraft and pas-
sengers are being re-
screened as per the laid
down security protocol.
Air India has activated
agencies at the airport to
assist the passengers until
their journey can resume,”
Air India said in a press
statement about the diver-
sion to Canada.

Threats were sent
through X and e-mail, said

a source from the Ministry
of Home Affairs. The offi-
cial added that in most cas-
es there was no flight dis-
ruption caused due to the
threats. “Aircraft were
screened once they arrived
at the destinations,” the
source said.

On Monday too, there
were similar bomb threats
issued to an Air India flight
from Mumbai to New York
and two other internation-
al flights of IndiGo originat-
ing from Mumbai. These
too were declared to be
hoax by the security

agencies.

Air India, which has
faced these threats on two
consecutive days on its
long-haul  international
flights, said in the state-
ment that it will consider
legal action against those
responsible for the hoax
threats to recover damages
incurred by the airline.

Akasa Air said that the
Bagdogra flight landed in
Bengaluru at 1.40pm, and
the aircraft was released
for flight operations after
security  checks and
screening. Spicelet’s air-
craft was also cleared for
flights by security teams,
the airline said.
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Airbus tocutup
t02,500jobsin
defence, space

Paris: Airbus announced
plans on Wednesday to cut
up to 2,500 jobs in its
Defence and Space division,
citing a "complex business
envimnment” especially in
loss-making satellites, The
European aerospace group
said it aims to carry out the
cuts, which represent 7 per
cent of the workorce in its
second-largest division, by
the middle of 2026 after
talks with unions REUTERS
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Airbus to cut as many as 2,500 jobs at space and defence unit

feadhacki@livamint.com

irbus SE plans to elim
inate as many as 2,500
positions at its defenee

and space division as the
European airerall manufae
turer secks to streamline a
business that's consistently
racked up charges and sul-
fered from stlf competition.

The company said it
entered discussions “with ils
social partners regarding the
proposed adaptation,”

acvonding toa statement. The
mstnes, eoquivabent to about
7% of the unit’s workforce of
aibwount 35,000, will b enacted
by the middle of 2026, Airbus
said.

Airbus said that while some
of the transformation efforts
initiated in last year have
started to bear fruit, the com
pany has decided to that it
it steqs up inorder o adap
to what it called an increas-
ingly difficult space markel

“Wewant to shape the divi-
sion %0 i can act as a leading

Airbus Defence and Space CEC
Schoeflhom. KiescHosiiHoRRMIKE

and competitive plaver in this
ever-evolving market.” Mike
Schoellhorn, the Airbus

Dheferwe and Space chiel eose
utive olficer (CEO), said in the
statement. “This requires us
to become faster, leaner and
micre competitive.”

A bwrgre part of Uhee cuts will
likely Eall to the space section
of the division, which also
includes fghter aircraft and
cvber securily operations,
people familiarwith the con-
versations said earlier on
Wednesday, Airbus said in the
staternent that it doesn’t plan
compalsorny sctions to reduce
the worklorce.

Airbus has struggbed to ium
around the business, which is
suffering from high costsand
some programmes that have
been delayved. The company
satied in June that it would have
charges of about €900 mil-
liovn (S080 million) related to
SONTIE SPRIOE PIroErams, ciling
“complex and sophisticated
prosducts” that created devel-
opment risks.

As a result, Airbus said i
will “evaluate all stratewsic
options such as potential
restruciuring, cooperation

muodels, porifolio review and
MEA options.” That review of
the troubled space pro
pramumees is about 70% com
plete, Adrbus said at the Hme.
Ther Eurnpean planemaker
is bt koo for its comumer
cial aireraft, including the
AS20 and A350aidiners. The
compreny also opeerates a heli
copter subsidiry besides the
space and defence operations.
Airbus declined as much as
0.8% 1o €154.72 in Paris trad-
ing. The stock is little
chanped invalue this vear,
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SCreserves order
on Jet Airways

he Supreme Court on Wednesday
T reserved its judement on the future of fet
Adrwarysas it deliberated the ownership
tlispute between the bankrup aidine's lenders
and the Jalan-halrock Consortivm URC), the
surresdul bidider.

A three-judge bench bed by chief justice 1UY .
Chandrachid isset (o decide whether to uphold
JRC sapproved resolution plan or avour Jet
Adrways' lenders, led by the State Bank of Tndi,
who have challenged the plan.

Thee judgmment could eather set aside JRC's bid
for Failing to meet key obligations, paving the
wiy for a new resolution plan, or push the aidine
it Liguidation. Alternatively, the court may
uphold the current resolution plan, allowing
JRC torevive the aidine and take ownership.

Asthe chieljustice isscheduled to retive in
early November, the judgement is expected to
b prvssed before his relinement. KREHHA YADAY
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ACCUSED BEHIND THREATS BEING

IDENTIFIED: CIVIL AVIATION SECRETARY

MNEW DELHI: The issue of mulfiple hoax threat mes-
sages to various airlines, which have disrupted many
Indian flights, came up before a parliomentary com-
mittee on Wednesday as the civil aviation secre-

tary told parliamentarians that accused are being
identified and action taken. Civil Aviation Secretary
WYumlunmang Vualnam suggested in the meeting of

the Standing Committee on Transport, Tourism and
Culture, which is headed by 1D{U) MP Sanjay Jha, that
investigators have gathered some information and are
taking action. They are werking on a few other cases
of such hoax messages, he added. He, however, cited
the sensitivity of information due to the ongoing probe
into the matter to decline to share more details.
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Muitiple ARS registered in connecton with bomb threats to flights, probe on

STAFF REPORTER W NEW DELHI

DcLhJ Police has registered
multiple FIRs in connec-
tion with bomb threats to sev-
eral domestic and internation-
al flights in the last two days
and launched a probe into the
miatter.

According to the police on
Wednesday, a total of eight
FIRs were registered at the
Indira Gandhi International
{IGI} Airport pnli-:u: station as
different flights received the
threats through a social media
handle in the last two days.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DFCF) Usha Ragnani
said, “In October, the IGI
Airﬁ-ﬂrt Police responded to
eight incidents involving

reported bomb threats. After
thorough verifications and
inspection, all threats were
confirmed to be hoaxes.”

She said that the police have
initiated legal action for those
whao are responsible for creat-
ing chaos by sending such
threats, * L.'_'E:ﬂ action has been
initiated against those respon-
sible for these false alarms to
ensure strict measures against
misuse and to maintain the
safety and security of passen-
gers and a.i;p-.}rl operations,”
Ragnani said. )

A total of six flights of three
Indian carriers—Akasa Air,
Air India Express, and
IndiGo—were affected on
Wednesday after they received
threats, which later turned out

to be hoaxes.

Among the flights that received
such threats, a Bengaluru-
bound Akasa Air flight with
more than 180 people on board
returned to the national capi-
tal following a bomb threat.
"Akaza Air flight QP 1335,
operating from Delhi to
Bengaluru on October 16,
2024, received a security alert.
The Emergency Response
teams chosely monitored the sit-
vation and recommended
diverting the flight back to
Dethi. The captain followed all
CMETRENCY pmm-_'n:-ls tor e nsure
a safe landing at 1G] Airport
around 2 PM,” said an Alkasa
Air s]:-nkc-sﬁu:rmn.

However, the police confirmed
that the threats were a hoax.

g~ T

The DCP said, “Following stan-
dard security protocols, a thor-
ough inspection was conduct-
ed, and ‘no suspicious items
were found”

An FIR has been registered
under sections 217 (False infor-
mation, with imtent to canse
public servant to use his law-

another person) and 351(4)
(Criminal  intimidation
throogh anonymous commu-
nication) of the BMS, as well as
section 3(1)(d} of The
Suppression of l;_ln.lawr'uJ Acts
Against Safety of Civil Aviation
Act, 1982, in connection with

ful mm‘c: to the injury of

the bomb threat concernin
Akasa Air flight A detaile
investigation is currently
underway,’ the DCP stated.
She added that additionally,
after coordination with the
concerned social media plat-
form, all accounts responsible
for spreading these false threats
have been suspended to pre-
vent further misuse and ensure
public safety.

On Tuesday, seven flights,
including one bound for the
United States, received bomb-
threat messages through a
social media handle, prompt-
ing security agencies to under-
take specific counter-terrorist
drills at various airports.

This including an Air India
Express flight from Jaipur to

Bengaluru via Ayodhya
[IX765), a Spicelet flight from
Darbhanga to Muombai
(5G116), an Akasa Air flight
from Bagdogra to Bengaluru
(P 1373), an Air India ﬂight
from Delhi to Chicago (Al
127), an Indigo flight from
Dammam (%audi Arsbia) to
Lucknow (6E 98), an Alliance
Air Amritsar-Dehradun- Delhi
flight (91 650) and an Air India
Express flight (IX 684) from
Madurai to Singapore. In
Canada - where the Air India
flight 1o Chicago had landed at
Iqaluit airport as a precau-
tionary measure - the Roval
Canadian Mounted Police said
it was investigating the threat.
On Monday, three interna-
tiomal flights that took off from

Mumbai were diverted or
delayed after an X (formerly
Twitter) handle posted threats.
Police have detained a teenag-
er in connection with this.
In the past two days, nearly a
dozen Indian flights, induding
some international flights,
received bomb threats but
nothing suspicious was found
in the planes. Police also said
the number of FIRs may
increase.
Meanwhile, the issue of mulii-
le hoax threats to various air-
imes camee up before a parlia-
mentary commitiee omn
Wednesday as the civil aviation
secretary told parliamentarians
that the accused are being
identified and action will be
taken against them.
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DGCA lifts enhanced surveillance on Spicejet

On Sept 13, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation placed the budget car-
rier under the enhanced surveillance regime following financial constraints

NEW DELHI: Aviation regu-
lator DGCA on Tuesday said
it has removed SpiceJet from
enhanced surveillance regime
in the wake of the airline tak-
ing actions to rectify deficien-
cies as well as raising funds to
meet obligations.

On September 13, the Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) placed the budget car-
rier under the enhanced sur-
veillance regime following
financial constraints that could
impact the airline’s mandator
ubﬁgaﬂons related to airer
maintenance.

A total of 266 spot checks
have been carried out by DGCA

Last month, crisis-hit
Spicelet raised

Rs 3,000 crore
from institutional
investors and since
then, it has cleared
various dues

across various locations as part
of the enhanced surveillance
mechanism, the watchdog said
in a release.

According to the regulator,
it has been ensured that defi-
ciencies found during the spot

checks have been subject to suit-
able rectification actions by the
airline.

“In light of the same and
the financial infusion of addi-
tional funds into the company,
Spicejet has been taken off the

enhanced surveillance regime;’
the regulator said.

Directorate General of Civil
Aviation also said that random
spot checks across the opera-
tional fleet to ensure continu-
ing safety of operations.

Last month, crisis-hit Spice-
Jet raised Rs 3,000 crore from
institutional investors and
since then, it has cleared vari-
ous dues, paid pending salaries
to staff and reached settle-
ments with some of the aircraft
lessors.

Shares of Spice]et were trad-
ing with gains over 166 per cent
to Rs 66.80 apiece in afternoon
trade on the BSE. Pl
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Bomb scare
forces diversions,
emergency checks
for 7 Indian Hlights

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Seven flights,
including one heading to the
United States, received bomb
threats via social media on
Tuesday, prompting security
agencies to conduct counter-
terror drills at multiple airports,
according to official sources.

The threats, shared on
the microblogging platform
X, came just a day after three
international flights departing
from Mumbai received simi-
lar threats, which were later
confirmed as hoaxes, incon-
veniencing hundreds of pas-
sengers and crew.

On Tuesday, an X account
issued threats to seven flights,
including an Air India Express
flight from Jaipur to Bengaluru
via Ayodhya (IX765), a Spice]et
flight from  Continued on P&

Bomb scare...

Darbhanga to Mumbai (SG116), an
Alkasa Air flight from Bagdogra to Ben-
gaiu:u (QP 1373), an Air India flight
from Delhi to Chicago (Al 127), an
Indigo flight from Dammam to Luc-
know (6E 98), an Alliance Air flight
from Amritsar to Dehradun and Delhi
(91 650), and an Air India Express flight
from Madurai to SmEaporc (IX 684).

Following these threats, the X
account was suspended after the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) con-
tacted cyber-security agencies.

A spokesperson for Air India
Express confirmed that they, along with
other airlines, had received a “specific”
security threat from an unverified social
media account.

“Security protocols were immedi-
ately activated as per the instructions
of the government-appointed Bomb
Threat Assessment Committee. The
flight landed safely, and after completing
the necessary security checks, the air-
craft will be cleared for operations,” the
spokesperson added.

Similarly, Spl{'_'l'_‘]{l reported that
their aircraft landed safely in Mumbai
and was moved to an tsolannn bay asa
precaution.

An Akasa Air spokesperson con-
firmed that their flight received a secu-
rit{ alert mid-air, and the captain
followed emergency protocols, land-
ing safely at Bengaluru's Kempegowda
International Airport at 13:39 hours.
Passengers were deplaned, and the air-
craft underwent safety checks before
being cleared for further operations.

Alr India’s flight to Chicago was
diverted to Igaluit, Canada, after becom-
ing the target of an online security
threat. “The aircraft and passengers are
currentlv being re-screened as per secu-
rity protocols, and we are assisting pas-
sengers at the airport until the flight
can resume,” an Air India spokesperson
stated.

Indigo also acknowledged the situ-
ation involving flight 6E 98 from Dam-
mam to Lucknow, which was diverted to
Jaipur, where the aircraft was sent to an
isolation bay for safety measures.

An official from Alliance Air men-
tioned that all necessary precautions
were being taken for their Amritsar-
Dehradun-Delhi flight, which was
undergoing security checks at Dehradun
airport.

Meanwhile, the Air India Express
flight from Madurai to Singapore was
awaiting landing clearance from Singa-
porean authorities.

The X account responsible for the
threats had tagged several airlines and
police handles, claiming bombs were on
board. On Monday, similar threats were
posted by four other X accounts target-
ing international flights from Mumbai.
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‘Bomb threats’ ground 20 flights in 48 hrs

SHEKHAR 5INGH &
VWAL JALALL o0 NewDelh

AT least 20 Nlights in the last
48 hours, including seven
on Wedlnesday, have been foreed
to be grounded at different
airports in and outside the
country fmllowlng hoax bomb
threats, prompting the
Ministry of Home Affairs to
seeka report from the civilavi-
ation ministry

Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naldu Kinjarapu
chaired a high-lovel meeting of
the Directorate Generalof Civ
il Aviation, Bureau of Clvll
Aviation Security and CISE

“1 am deeply concerned over
the recent disruptive acts tar-
geting Indian airdines, affect-
ing both domestic and interna
tlonal operations... our law
enforcement agencies are pur
suing all the cases " he said.

Senlor aviation ministry of-

ficials said that the threats tar
peted four IndiGo Mights, two
Spicedet, and one Akasa Air,
causing disruption and con-

CEIM AMONE passengers. *Six
hoax threats were received on
Monday, seven on Tuesday and
45 many on Wednesday,” an of-
ficial told this newspaper.
Multiple FIRs hawe been fled
by law enforcement agencles of
different states, which include
three cases being registered by
Mumbai Police and eight by

B FIRs lodged in Delhi,
17-year-old arrested

Delhi Police haslodged eight FiRs,
whiie itz Mumbal counterpart
reg i tered three. The Mumbal
Palice has ounded up a 17-yr-old
from Chhattlsgarh's Rajnandgaon
for allegedly sending threats to
three flights. He created a soclal
media account in his friend’s
name to send threats, cops sald

Delhi Police. The Delhi cops
have also booked a case under
relevant section of the Sup-
pression of Unlawfol Acts
Agalinst Safety of Civil Avia-
tion Act. The Mumbai Police
has rounded up a 17-vear-old
from Chhattisgarh’s Rajnand-
gaon for alledgedly sending
threats to three flights. The boy
reportedly created a social me-
dia account in his firiend's
name to send the threats,

A senior Delhi Police officer

said that all accounts responsi-
ble for spreading the [alse
threats have been suspended to
prevent further misuse and en-
sure public safety. “A detailed
investigation is underway,” the
officer said.

The four IndiGo fipghits which
were diverted on Wednesday
included two International
Riyadh to Mumbai, Mumbai to
Singapore—and two domestie

Mumbai to Delhi and Chen-
nai to Lucknow Another one
was a Bengaluru-bound Akass
Ajdr flight, which was forced to
return to Delhi soon after take-
off. The flight was carrying 174
passengers, three infants and
seven crew an board.

On Tuesday, numerous
flights were hit, including an
Ajr Indlia plane from Delhi o
Chicago, an IndiGo Might from
Dammam to Lucknow, and an
Alr Indis Expfight from Ayod-
hya to Bengaluru



AIRPURISALHH HET‘!’ (JF iHUiﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHI 17 OCTOBER 2024

S TS H§ NCLT 31e3T &
Rae® SC 1 el e

B, E e gin SR 3 () @ o w O
uTAm 22 4% (SBl) 3R 3= @ 4 9% Sem de T,
F T AT W W ﬁmﬂ Elizeie s e o
PO A TR T Yoy ahy TS T 0 S
ﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁ el P e e W
mﬁaframrm;a: TR o T T T
e & = SierRe 4 S 3
M"LT 3 %= v e 3R 3 TUEs T, e
FE W UHES # G9EH 99
=R TEAN TE T



AIRPUH ISAUT HORIT‘Y OF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVEHARAT TIMES

DELHI

17 OCTOBER 2024

RS A B P P I A D
wsmaé U Pl SRS oifeT

mﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁﬁmmﬁmaﬂm FIR ﬁax—:’igé

Flie Pholo

u T dtemd, = faeefiyderd)
IETTES: TR & 79 T A
i i w1 et om .

AW g i |

1 Foe-md T3 A e =

AT A% TR W AN Sae
form T mEeTEE T A =

for wemEz i foee i A T #
71 oo =0 9 v e A
TR e et wie ) =
T TR wewee Fgan33s | 180 A
Wi M AR 919 O
fie % =% T i ol T
w oo g dRid (s
TAE) W AR A FA,
yied & fom fooEr @ &
fiae e e o o R
THEE H A U 99 o
o oz o 174 R, A T= Al
e R

o8, i 4 et 4 9w don
i TIH H 99 I F T F T

TR I I 1 ETEEE U
T 9 F OGO & a9 TR
e v ¥ e g e i
9 7 e 72 e e P
WS EE W UF R H sl
T =% TR # 3 e
TR T T (A TEE dEm
T TZA = 191 T T
T e B T T
£ e, UsH H2a S gudr &
T 7O | FA 15 sEm A
FAS F T o A T I

Mm%uﬁ"rmﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁm
# ar R # e afEd S E
5 ferr o f 3 T )
BRI & T%d Ol IBSl: 1+
e A 14 3R A e
o T A T W O
# W o F e i
T T 17 TG Ted
o o o 2 1 0 RN F Ay
212 o) i O o A U 9 Uk
drore difm sz w3 e A
Zeire e fo

ek o i
} 1 70
Hﬂﬁﬂﬂ%%ﬁﬂﬂ%wl
o 1 e 8 S TR
e fedftdt (Bas), ardd
T T e Tl A e
e g & | et ot i @ claw
35 T TR A0S TN
et Yot i A o geER S
7w e dfen | @ A qan B
3t e ot i 2, et 21
3t &1 Al o feree At 2 &
T | g S & HeN o
*quna&%ﬂarﬁm‘?a’rﬁ#ﬂmw
sl &1 ofivem iy g
ﬁaréﬁfﬁﬁmﬁﬂ*




4 Ol efel A sadM RIRARH

® 43uEid 19
yafdsedl, &3
B33, dist
foreuaeet

e Fuw | 7 feet

aq @t aAlEE & owar §
an G fem ot 2w A
TRTETSS T F =i

t, wifts m =t Fot 51 |

TN, TGN F a1 A FF
T F1 TF TESe H 49 Fi
vnfeal frefl, Famd smm
=zl § et 26 g ol T
ori ufEfds s Tm T
T it | geem e o &)
% FE W Ot fF oamEr A
sEFE w9 o i
i g 1 fres 4e 54 | v
TEHEEA H R # 9 F=H
uwE fre =1 T% 199 g =
o gEm R oA 9 oy S
=30 == | i Tt e
§ e 3 e A = i s
e e o A M
uAlEdl w Hey W 3
TR 29 H & 37 e
i =i 1= ==t &

A & SN, TE A,
T I e,
T, TRAEY, A a3

o AaEaaas
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY

Corporate Communications Directorate

PIONEER

DELHI

17 OCTOBER 2024

‘v fet # owee s
=TIA B T OWEE § OHEn
T w1 odt T o o E
UATEE FHIE FI UF THE F
e = H A mr o #in
TP FATTIIE 94 7 W T
e & w9 J o B oo
&\ == WA T =R s
# mon i g € o o
o H 9 = £ A
g W % TR T A
g 9 Fo T amen sl
F 99 F uekEd & FEm
ffimam T EwE i

fosmmdRamdism
fr g gfm 3 dm o =
9 31 9 &4 % e e
T A = fren
s =am & fom fesiem oy
o T o e e e -
W qEEE SErE S
e Fm & FE v
T B w1 S
Hamap W Eie S g
F5 TEG H ¢ IO &1 48 F
wnfs foefl ofm dim foet o
FE HE HHOH % 19 8 W

wmﬁn&-
foed fram-Ha=d wemge o
mit= & o8 s (s
H 1 T e T e
HFEl WA W TR OTE B
AT F WA 4 UF a9 |
¥m, o = s=m o
0 & i Ee i e
AR T g A
R = =T O S

a1 dL...

&% 1011 T Hedt aeR 3t Hegfa w wadm wEE
fien o vz = fmg o . T
sl Qiyisdle Bhi 5 T4 S, W A I e

TEAE AF =t fem H=
EEE 6% 515 1 i Hran Ha i
T faemi

s § WE ¥ SR

TUEAEN FAAE J O = T9E
W E HF A L AT
%1 AT 24 §U A9 TEE mEn
F14 H TN 7 fean) fadm =y g,

P 371 0 e e e 1) A A | e
sit e st =1 e wa g GO S, T s e e W
7 fod 7T | 58 A=, HeEn B, WOPREEY 9 AWl 9 5l
B Rt dde s M w E R M
=1 Sl 1 v v 9w [AYE w9 SEYE EW E
F1 & IR aewEEE 1 Ao voene w5 anids By B
An wE fEm T 9 e A %) TR OWE W ueE

e e ot s S B e 9 v e
s e wewE & gt B 99 WO B % AR
s o s w e FOUSAE ® #R ATy fom o, W@

=em = T T A Tt i =
ifem #i% 9 30 femn T R
W F 95, |/ i giers 7@ o
3t o 5 9vem qaE o % o
TR W TEN TEYYE 99
AT FAr 93 % U Al 3
=g % HeEn T gEE § 3EE
TH % a0 9% UF 38 = A
Az & A 2@ fFn fE fame |
= T T E 3 e e 200
AT HTT =IEE T & HEE HEW )
g 3 =T fw g9 v gm
HeE TPy 7R F 9w yEeE 3
HEHTETE BAE A3 T AEHEA
#ien =13 T T e, @ =
% fepll 91 % SR wEE TR
FAE 375 ) S 3 A, st
T FH TE TEA F IR ™ 200
il 2 9 79 & g A
1 T famE F g s 3
W OTEA WE & T, w9
wfery 7@ foen pEamEtEE 4 =0
e mER F 9% TR A AW e
Fir" § 79 foe % fou 3@ 9
s T9F # $te 3w fE HaE @
forll = 1 e 62 651 W T
Hayl ¥’ F FN AeHEERE
#i gz fem ) e = aEm
e oW, ¥ owd Wt W

W T daEa w1 s A5 0 0 A P R

i
1

14
2

a3
27

rfem w9 4 = o gy e
TEEl it AEE TE R A
i % v g9EE % o4
wERA H WA 7| O HEiA
Afgted & Ty fomem wm fan
i HrE daEE w5 uEe
T T g wE f, vE S
T & faum § % @ 76 e,
N Ay Fuifa arme T 4 T
52 @ wigw wwm A fomg A
0| YfEw § FE 9w w
gt 4 FH AE 9E TEEE %
T W = FEE Ay T Wi
i A F AE I I AR T W



el
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER DELHT 17 OCTOBER 2024

Bomb hoaxes

BOMB HOAXES A RED HERRING?

Multiple airlines g

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

ultiple boemb threats
Muﬂminutd o desrapt

airline operations in
the country for the third
consecutive day. Eighe flights,
four of IndiGo, two of
Spucelet and one of Akaza Air,
received bomb  threats on
Wednesday, leading to Jong
delays and diversions. All the
threats marned out o be
hoaxes. However, there was
Panic amongst Gir PassEORer.
It is not clear what triggered
the sndden surge in hoax
bomb threais since Monday:
The threst message to IndiCso
was the 1%th confirmed
instance of a bomb threat to
an Indian carrier’s flight aver
the past 48 hours Worried
over a trend of surge in hoax
bomb thrext messages, Delhi
Police has regisiered seven
FIRs at [Indira Gandhi
International  Airport, in
connecton with bomb threass
1o severa]l domestic  and
international flights in the last
two days and laonched a
probe into the matter:

3t 19 bomb threats in 48

According to sources, lop
otticials ot Minisiry of Home
Alfairs (MHA), Ministry of
Civil  Amation [MoCA),
Directorate General of Civil
Aormtion (DGCA), MNational
Imvestigation  Agency [MNLA),
Inteiligence Bourean {IB) and
Burean of Civil Aviation
Securnity {RCAS) on
Wednesday met to discuss the
bomb  threats received by
airlines. The aothorities are
alsa planning putting the
hoax callers on ‘nocfly bist'
and increasing the nomber of
air marshals on flights.

A unit of Mabonal Security
Guard (M50 commandos =
deployed as air marshals
mainly on mternational
routes and some sensitive
domestic routes. Sky marshals
are armed plain  cothes
security officers who travel on
passenger planes.

Cvil Avation Minister K.
Rammohan MNasdiz on
Wednesday said the
VI Mt 5 cosely

manitoring the situation doe
to bomb threats bo flights and
pserted that all necessary

measures are taken against
smch actrvities.
Strongly condemning  the
recent boemb threats to Inadsan
carriers, the minister said the
Mumbai police have arrested
a minor responsible for
issming bomb threats to three
flights and that others
msible for disroptions
will be identified and
prosecuted. The law
enforcement  agencies are
pursizing all cases actively, he
saicd.
En bess than 24 howors, nine
Hights recetved bomb threats
and the fotal couni has
climbed to at least 19 in three
days, The threais have turned
out to be hoaxes Omn
Wednesday, bomb threats
were received by four IndiGo
Hights, two Spicelet flights
and ane flight of Akasa A
On Tuesday kaie at naght, one
Hight each of Vistara and Air
India Express had received
the threats. IndiGo recerved
tomb thireats for three Elights,
inclmdling the  Rivadh
Mehumdhai ight 6E 74 thal was
diverted to Muscat {(Oman)

hours, eight FiRs filed, three arrests

“The aircraft bas been
isolated, and all passengers
have been safely
disembardked” am  airline
spokespersan  said im  a
statement. Another flight 6E
1M1 from Mombai o
Singapore received a security
related alert and the fight
Ended at 53 ore.

Alsn, IndiGos flight 6E 515,
operating from Chenmoi io
Lucknow, received a ssourity
related alert. After landing az
Lacknow, the aircraff was
positioned at an solated bay
and all passengers have been
wafely disembarked.
Menmwhile, lste on Tuesday, a
Mumbai-bound IndiGoe Hight
from the national capiial was
diverted 10 Ahmedabad after
a bomb threat An Akasa Amr
flight enroute to Bengaluro
returmed 1o Delthdi  on
Wednesday afternoan
fodlowing a bamb threat.
Earlier, three intermational
flights, one of Adr India and
fwo of IndiGo, bad received
bomb threats on Monday,
while another nine flights
spanni across all major
carriers received threats
on Tuesday. Al the threals
ame  wvia social media
phtiorms, and eventually
tsrmied out to be fake

This prompted Ministry of
Homae Adfairs (MEHA b0 seek 2
report. from Ministry of Cival

Aviation (MoCA), Central
Indostrial Security  Force
{CISF], Bureau of ol

Avintion Security, National
Investigation Agency [NILA)
and Intelligence Burean {IB)
on bomb threats thar have
been received  recenmtly,
dismupting services
Continmed on page 2

a red herring?

From page 1

The issue of maliple hoax
threat messages o various
girlines came wp before &
parbiamentary commiltee an
Transport, Tourism amd
Culture where Civil Aviation
Secretary Vumlanmang
Vualnam cited the sensitivity
of information due o the
ongoing probe into  the
matter to decline io share
mare details,
Natably, most bomb threats
tarn out to be fake, the
security checks, which often
take a few hoors, resalt in
disruptions like delays and
even reschedoling of the
remainder of the flight in
some cases, which hit the
airlines  fimancially. On
geiting a threat like this
airportsiaincrafi, passengems
are off-loaded From the
plane along with cahin
biﬁgagr. check-in bag I:
cargn, and they are
screened again. Englneenng
and ‘security ieams ako
search the plane before it is
cleared for flying again
In the latest incident, a
Delhi-bound IndiGo aircraft
from Mumbali was diveried
o Ahmedabad afier
recedving & bomb threat,
which laler arned owt to be
a hoax. The aircraft was
ixolated, and all paszengers
were safely dizembarked
After o thorough checking,
nothing  suspxious  was
found and the fight 1ook-off
for Dedhi on Wednesday
marning
Soon atier the fight took-off
from Mombai on Teesday
night, an enidentified person,
I:h.%nhu.gh o tweet, claimed =
bomb had been placed in the
aircraft whn:h. Was CArTying
nearfy 3 J!asunu,en amil
crew, am official from the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Parel
International Airport  here
said. After being alerted by

the Maomshai ATC, the pilots
decided 1o make an
emergency  landing  at
Abhmedabad airport, which
was the cnsest airport when
the Hight was en-rouie to
Dhefhii, said the official. “After

landing here during
midnight, the alrorafi,
CarTying nearty 1]

passengers and crew. was
tharoughly checked by the
security agencies overnight
Hawever, nothing susphoous
was faund.

The Bight took-off for Delbhi
at amuond 3 am today after
getling a green signal from
the security persanmel” the
official said In a siddement,
IndiCGo sabd flight &E &51,
operating from Mumbai to
Delhi, was redirected b

Ahmedabad due o a
“mecority-related abert™
In amnother ncident, mo

bomb was found aboard an
Air India Express plane
which landed in Smgapore
more than an beur after bz
scheduled arrival time. A
Bengaluru-bound Akasa Air
flight with more than 180
peaple an board retarned
the Mational Capital on
Wednesday aftermoon
following a bomb threat
Sources said the fight
QF1535 landed safely at the
Dethi airport.

Meanwhile the Canadian
Air Force abrerafl & ferrying
191 stranded passengers of
an Adr India flight from
Igatuit airpor, landed safiely
in Chicaga.

Intelligence sources sabd
mast of the social medi
accounts that disswed the
hoax bomb threats to airlines
were found to be operating
from outside the commtry
and  were  immediately
suspended. Cyher security
agencies are also on alert and
are tracking social media
accounts that are linked to
these false threats.
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MHA seeks
reports on series
of bomb hoax
calls to airlines

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 16 OCTOBER

The Ministryof Home Affairs
omn Wednesday sought a
report from the Ministry of
CivilAviation on the series of
bombthreats tovarious airlines
across the country.

In the last 48 hows, at
least 13 bomb threats have
beenreceived byvariousair-
lines on domestic and inter-
national routes, all found to
be hoaxes.

On Wednesday, two more
flights, a Bengaluru-bound
Akasa Air flight and Delhi-
bound IndiGo flight received
bombthreats. Newsagencies,
meanwhile, reported that
Mumbai police have detained
a17-year-oldin Chhattisgarh
for allegedly issuing hoax
bomb threat calls to three
flights. The minor is said to
havemade threatening posts
on social media using his
friend’s name after a dispute
between them over money.

Police are investigating if
this case is connected to
several other incidents of
hoax bomb threats received
by some flights recently.

A senior official has con-
firmed that the MHA has
instructed the Ministry of
CivilAviation, Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), Bureau
of Civil Aviation, National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
and 1B to submit a report on
the bomb threats that have
been received recently.

"Senior officials of MHA
have instructed all concerned
secuntyagenciesin theaviation
sector to prepare areport on
the matter and submit it at
the earliest. The investigation
will be monitored by the
central intellizgence agency
tofind outifitwas aconspiacy
to damage the reputation
[ndian aviation sector, " said
the official.

he Statesman €9
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Domestic air passenger
traffic clocks 5 pc growth:
India” s domestic air passen-
ger traffic reached 11.84
crore in the first nine
months of the year, up
against 11.28 crore during
the corresponding period of
the previous year, marking
an annual growth of 4.99
per cent, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) data showed on Tues-
day. On a month-to-month
(MoM) basis, domestic air
passenger traffic grew 6.38
per cent to 1.3 crore in Sep-
tember from 1.22 crore in
August. During the nine-
month period (January-Sep-
tember), budget carrier Indi-
Co carried more than 7.25
crore passengers, clocking a
market share of 61.3 per
cent, followed by Air India
flying over 1.64 crore pas-
sengers with 13.9 pc share.
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Air India flight diverted to Canada
after bomb threat: An Air India flight
from New Delhi to Chicage was on Tues-
day diverted to Canada after receiving a
bomb threat which was posted online.
"Air India flight, Al 127, en route from
New Delhi to Chicago, was forced to
divert to Canada’ s Igaluit International
Airport after receiving a bomb threat on
Tuesday. The threat was sent via social
media to the air carrier,” an airline offi-
cial said.
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Spicelet

B NEW DELHI: Avialion
regulator DGCA on Tues-
day said it has removed
Spicedet from enhanced
surveillance regime in
the wake of the airline
taking actions to rectify
deficlencies as well as
ralsing lunds to meet
obligations.
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Bomb hoaxes hit
T more flights,
20 in last 3 days

yomb hoaxes on social me-
) dia threw airline schedu-
les into disarray for the third
day, with at least seven more
flights hit Wednesday, inclu-
ding two aircraft that were
diverted and a third that re-
turned after take-off,
IndiGo’s Rivadh-Mum-
baiflight6E-74 was diverted
to Muscat while Mumbai-
Delhi 6E-651 landed in Ah-
medabad. In the last three
days since the hoaxes star-
ted, 20 flights have been dis-
rupted. T

»‘Working on..., P17

Govt: Working on
prosecuting flight

threat culprits

» Continued fromP1

mid the chaos caused
A by hoaxes, the 220-odd

passengers stranded
in the remote town of Igaluit
in Canada after Air India's
Delhi-Chicago flight was di-
verted there Tuesday follow-
ing a bomb threat reached
theirdestination Wednesday
onboard a Royval Canadian
Air Force Airbus A330, albeit
without their checked-in
baggage. Due to flight-duty
time limitations, the crew op-
erating Al 127 from Delhi to
Chicago could not immedi-
ately fly out of the remote
sub-Arctic town.

In a statement, Al said,
“We thank the Canadian au-
thorities and Igaluit airport
for their support and assist-
ance extended to passengers
and Air India during this un-
expected disruption.”

Among other flights hit
on Wednesday, Akasa’s Del-
hi-Bengaluru flight
(QP-1335) returned to IGI
Airport soon after take-off.
SpiceJet received threats,
too, but none of its flights
was affected bevond the
mandatory isolation and
safety-check regimen.

The home and aviation
ministries said they were
working to tackle the men-
ace by identifying and pros-
ecuting the culprits behind
the disruptions that have af-
fected thousands of passen-

gers during the festive trav-

el season and caused finan-
ciallosses to airlines.

Union aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said he
was “deeply concerned”
about the trend.

“Tam monitoring the sit-
uation regularly, and our
law enforcement agencies
are pursuing all the cases
actively. Mumbai Police has
arrested a minor responsib-
le for issuing bomb threats
targeting three flights. All
others responsible for the
disruptions will be identi-
fied and duly prosecuted,”
he wroteon X.

Four FIRs have been filed
in Mumbai since Monday,
one at the Airport police sta-
tion and three at Sahar.

“Hi. Planted explosives
onboard FLIGHT IGO651.
The plane departed from
Mumbai and is going to-
wards Delhi...I hate vyou
all,” the latest FIR filed at
Sahar police station quotes
one of the bomb threats re-
ceived by IndiGo as saying.

The threat was postedon
X (formerly Twitter), just
like two previous ones,
traced to a now-detained 17-
yvear-old Class XI student
from Chhattisgarh.

The teenager allegedly
createda Twitteraccountin
the name of Fazluddin Nir-
ban, a 34-year-old shop own-
er, and used it to send three
threatening tweets to Indi-
Go and Air India between
1.09am and 3.19am Monday.
The suspect said a “finan-
cial dispute” with the shop
owner prompted him tocon-
coct the hoax.
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Three Airlines Face Bomb

Threats, All Prove Hoaxes

Akasa Flight Returns To IGI, Eight Such Calls In City In Oct

TIMES VIEW: in May this year, life in the capital was dis-
rupted by a series of bomb hoaxes. They did not seem to be
individual prank calls; but the handiwork of a larger network
bent on creating disorder. The recent hoax calls appear to
have similar intentions. The police must get to the bottom
of these calls which not only create panic, but also waste

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Three airlines
reported bomb threats on
Wednesday targeting their
flights, which turned out to
be hoaxes.

One of the flights took off
from Delhi for Bengaluru but
returned after the security
alert. Two other flights were
Delhi-bound. The threats
sparked panic among autho-
rities and passengers.

The flight originating
from Delhi was of Akasa Air
which was carrying 184 peo-
ple. Police registered a case
after the flight touched down
at IGI Airport.

Police said that, so far, in
Oct, they had handled eight
instances of bomb hoax lin-
ked to flights.

"Following standard safe-
ty protocols, the (Akasa Air)
flight was promptly redirec-
ted to IGI airport in Delhi.
The aircraft was sent to an
isolation bay. All necessary

precious public resources.

procedures were followed to
ensure the safety of passeng-
ers and crew," a police source
said, adding that no suspicio-
us item was found.

An FIR wasregistered un-
der sections 217 (false infor-
mation with intent to cause a
public servant to use his law-
ful power to injure another
person) and 351(4) (criminal
intimidation) of the BNS, as
well as section 3(1Xd) of the
Suppression of Unlawful
Acts Against Safety of Civil
Aviation Act, 1982 (communi-
cates such Information
which he knows to be false so
as to endanger the safety of
an aircraft in flight).

A CISF officer said the
threat was made on the social

media platform X. A bomb
threat assessment committee
(BTAC) was called in. “The
flight departed 11.55am, but it
was forced to return mid-air
and landed at Delhi around
1.45pm,” another officer said.

An airline statement said,
"Akasa Air flight QP 1335, fly-
ing from Delhi to Bengaluru
on Wednesday and carrying
174 passengers, three infants,
and seven crew members on
board, received a security
alert. The Akasa Air emer-
gency response teams moni-
tored the situation to ensure
all support was provided, and
information was transpa-
rently disseminated to rele-
vant stakeholders."

The statement added that

the captain "diverted the
flight back to Delhi and
landed safely at Indira Gand-
hi International Airport at
1.48pm".

The airline said that all
passengers were deplaned at
1.57pm in coordination with
local authorities.

Deputy commissioner of
police (IGIA) Usha Rangnani
said: “Legal action has been
started against those respon-
sible for these false alarms to
ensure strict measures aga-
inst misuse.”

In a second such instance,
a bomb threat alert caused an
IndiGo flight from Mumbai to
Delhi to be redirected to Ah-
medabad. Thistoo wasahoax.

Another bomb threat abo-
ut a Spicedet flight from Leh
to Delhi was releaased on X.
An airline spokesperson
sald the passengers disem-
barked safely.

After receilving necessary
approvals, the aircraft was
released for operations.
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Hoax call diverts Al Delhi-Chicago flight to Canada

Saurabh Sinha Authorities intensified and Akasa QP1373 (Bagdogra-  provided to stranded passen-

& V Narayan | tuu

New Delhi/Mumbai: A rash
of bomb threats on social
media disrupted at least 10 In-
dian Oights the past two days,
prompting diversions and se-
curity checks, Flights such as
Air India’s Delhi-Chicago and
IndiGo's Dammam-Lucknow
were diverted Tuesday, follow-
ing Monday's diversion of Air
India’s Mumbai-New York
flight. All threats were later
confirmed as hoaxes.

their crackdown, with Mum-
bail police detaining two sus-
pects, including a Chhattis.
garh businessman's 17-year-
old son. UP officials traced 22
bomb threats targeting sever-
al flights such as those to Luck:
now and Ayodhya within five
howrs to an X handle, (@ schizo-
bomber7T7, which has since
been suspended,

Flights affected Tuesday
included Air India Express
Jaipur-Ayodhya, SpiceJet
SGUE (Darbhanga-Mumbai),

Bengaluru).

Affected airlines followed
standard protocols, isolating
aircraft for thorough checks.
Long-haul fAights faced addi-
tional delays due to crew duty
limits and passenger manage-
ment challenges at remote air-
ports.

The Air India flight was
mid-air when it received the
threat and was diverted to Iga-
luitin Canada. Theairline con-
firmed that All27 is undergo-
ing re-screening, with support

gers, It is considering legal ac-
tion to recover losses and
urged stricter govt action
against such disruptions.

Alrlines, including IndiGo
and SpiceJet, emphasised that
passenger safety is their top
priority and expressed regret
for any inconvenience caused.

The Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) pro-
posed inJune that people mak-
ing hoax threats be added toa
no-fly list, but the move awaits
legal backing.
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Delhi-Chicago flight diverted to Canada as
bomb hoaxes disrupt operations for 2nd day

Saurabh Sinha & V Narayan | tun

New Delhi/Mumbai: A rash of bomb
threats on social media disrupted at
least 10 Indian flights the past two days,
prompting diversions and security
checks, Flights such as Air India's Del-
hi-Chicago and IndiGos Dammam-
Lucknow were diverted Tuesday, follow-
ing Monday's diversion of Air India's
Mumbai-New York flight. All threats
were later confirmed as hoaxes.

Authorities intensified their crack-
down, with Mumbai police detaining
two suspects, including a Chhattisgarh
businessman's 17-year-old son. UP offi-
cials traced 22 bomb threats targeting
several flights such as those to Lucknow
and Ayodhya within five hours to an X
handle, @schizobomber??7, which has
sinee been suspended.

Flights affected Tuesday included
Air India Express Jaipur-Ayodhya, Spi-

cedet SGU6 (Darbhanga-Mumbai), and
Akasa QP1373(Bapdogra-Bengaluru),

Affected airlines followed standard
protocols, isolating aircraft for thor
ough checks. Long-haul flights faced ad-
ditional delays due to crew duty limits
and passenger management challenges
at remote airports. The Air India flight
was mid-air when it received the threat
and was diverted to Igaluit in Canada.

Airlines, including IndiGo and Spi-
ceJel, emphasised that passenger safety
is their top priority and expressed re-
gret for any inconvenience caused.

The Bureauef Civil Aviation Securi-
ty (BCAS) proposed in June that people
making hoax threats be added toa no-fly
list, but the move awaits legal backing.

A five-member Mumbai police team
arrived in Chhattisgarh’s Rajnand-
gaon, T0km from Raipur; to investigate
three bomb threats — Air India’s flight
to New York, and IndiGo flights 6E1275

to Muscat and 6E56 to Jeddah. They de-
tained two suspects: Fazluddin Nirban,
a M-year-old shop owner, and a 17-yvear-
old student, identified as the primary
suspect. The teenager, described as a
self-taught tech expert, allegedly posted
three bomb threats on X using the ac-
counts mfaxludding® and @faziod-
dinZ7077, falsely claiming AIN9 carried
“gkgof RDX and six terrorists”. Author
ities suspect the boy misused Nirban's
account due toa personal feud.

The boy's laptop, phone, and other
devices were seized, and he was brought
to Mumbai with his father. Police said
the student had earlier hacked several
social media accounts, including one be-
longing to a journalist, and was also in-
volved in a train bomb threat. Police are
also investigatinga threat targeting Spi-
cedet’s Darbhanga-Mumbai flight.

(Inputsfrom Raipur & Arvind
Chaufrat in Lucknotw)
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