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International air cargo growth slows
down at major airports: AAl data

NEW NORMAL. As shippers adjust to new ro utes, air cargn volumes rose 4.5% in Apﬂ[ -July against 19.9% last year

T
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

International  air  cargo
growth at major Indian air-
ports has moderated to low
qlnglc digits in the April July
period,  after  registering
mmgdmb]n—dlgutg;msmr

ing the same period last year,
da'r.ummp:inrm the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
show.

Houthi-rebel attacks on
wesscls in the Red Sea forced
shipping linestotuke detours,
leading to congestion at

rts. The crigis led to o
Eﬂhfb.ng ing from the sea buai.'rm.]gas
exporters worked to keep up
w.iﬂ'l their trade commit-

This benefitted air-
h.n:s a.'m:l airports in Inl:LlEl
leading to strong
wolumes last summer. In
gbsenwce of this tailwind, in-
ternational cargo growth at

major an'jd::;tsh.asmud.crstcd
'I:Dgl =

Overall, international air
cargo volume at Indian air-
ports rose 4.5 per cent in the
o 19.9 per cent growth in the
same period last:.r:ac

Last wear, airports in
Bmga.lm'u.. Dielhi and Hydera-
bad registered growth of 20
per cent, but this time
around,
e 1 T ekt i
per cent. Mumbai reported

of 39 cent. The

mmepnmf';ﬁ Chennai,
which saw a 171 per cent
WeAr-on-year gam in interna-

tiomal Ea:gadmng the perind

ADAPTING TO CHANGE

“Shippers have now adjusted
to new shipment routes via
the Cape of Good Hope and
congestion at sea has also

cased, compared to last year.
What we are witnessing is not
a decline, but & normalisa-
tion, where ocean freight re-
gains its share for non-critical
shipments and air freight re-
turms to its regular mhslhm:s,"
sa'bd Decpak Kumar, National
stics Ma 1 (India,
Sri \Taldnrfsg}c Kl:uclmr

- "ia,g:t.
Withdrawal of transship-

i
Lk
(R
FREIGHT LAG. !.astyear airports in Bengaluru, Delhi and

Hyderabad registered growth of 20 per cent, but this time
around, growth ranged between 1.7-2.1 per cent

ment facilities o
Bangladesh's exports, too,
has i d the o5
el e ot el
airports. In April, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs msued a circular,
rescinding the faclity to ex-

cargn from esh
mml};: followed demands
from domestic apparel ex-
porters amid a strain in India-

adeshties.
E&‘r'ﬁ:mm:mubﬂhaspcr-
formed reasonably well but
the internetional market has
been soft compared to last
wear,” said Yashpal Sharma,
Chairman of Slopways g
Y fn.-.ight snds}gglsnmgzﬁ
Sharma cited
adesh  transshipment
wgcuq:ln]mcnl mug and
US tariff as reasons for stower
growth  in  interoational

Cargn.
India’s merchandise ex-
rts grew 2.5 per cent in the
i;—ﬂ—ﬁugust Fpu?i-ud.. accord-
ing to the latest data released
by the Ministry of Com-
meree. Exports to the US
Ew 18 per cent on & y-0-¥
However, on 8 month-
on-month basis, exports to
the US declined 14 per cent,
with the imposition of addi-
tional 25 per cent taritf on In-
dian goods.
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Chennai airport’s T3 terminal to
be completed by June 2026

also part of the phase-1T

COur Bureau
Chenrai

The Terminal 3 at Chennai
airport, which is part of the
second phase of expansion
and modernisation of the air-
port, is scheduled to be com-
pleted by June 2026, said M
Rajakishore, who will as-
sume charge as Airport Dir-
ector, Airparts Authority of
India, Chenmnaid, on
Wednesday.

There is a slight delay
from the original planned
completion in December
2025, and the contractor has
recently been issued o show
capse notice for the slow
progress of the work, said a
semor AATL offecial.

TRAVEL EASE

The phase-Il, being ex-
ecuted, at a cost of nearly
12,500 crore, involves the

M Rajakishore, who will take
ower & Airport Director,
Chennal airpart suor saos)

development of Terminal-3
to enhance the airport’s ca-
pacity to 35 million passen-
Ers peT annum {mppa).

; Pal::cngl:r fﬂ.ﬂjI]:I.'lFﬂ such
s additional check-in coun-
ters, immigration counters,
automatic tray return sys-
tems in security check and

additional baggage belts are

development.

Under phase-1, a new In-
tegrated Terminal Building
has been constructed, in-
creasing the airport's pas-
senger  handling  capacity
from 23 my to 30 m
Thrt:nninsiFF];!ss been upEPl::
tional since July 2023, and all
the passenger facilities are
accessible to the passengers.

‘FIRST PRIORITY"

Rajakishore said one of his
first prioritics as Airport Dir-
ector was to doa SWOT ana-
Iysis of the airport and take
short-term and  long-term
action accordingly.

He was talking to news-
persons ahead of "Yatri Sewa
Diwas' to be observed on
Wednesday at Chennai air-
port. *“We will take note of all
the feedback related to the
airport and take sction,” he
said,
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KIA sets ball rolling

for T2 expansion,
eyes 2028 completlon

MUTHI-UR-RAHMAN SIDDIQUI
BENGALURU, DHNS

he much-awaited ex-

I pansion of Kempe-

gowda International

Airport’s Terminal 2 is set to
begin by early next year.

The project will add 2.78
lakh square metres to Ter-
minal 2 and 40 apron stands
(the area where aircraft are
parked and maintained), and
createa 28,000-square metre
walkway providing direct con-
nectivity between Tland T2.

The project is expected to
be completed by 2028 and
will take the airport’s annual
passenger capacity to well
over 85 million. In 2024-25,
it handled 41.88 million pas-
sengers, with thenumber like-
ly to increase in the current
fiscal. On average, it handles
115 lakh passengers per day,
including 70,000 through Tl
and 45,000 through T2.

T1 has already exceeded

its designed annual passen-
ger capacity of 30 million.
Phase 1 of T2, which became
operational in 2023 and has
received widespread praise
for its aesthetics, is spread
over 2.55 lakh square metres
and handles over 16 million
passengers annually. It is ex-
pected toreach its maximum
capacity of 25 million in the
next few years.

On Monday, Bangalore In-
ternational Airport Limited
(BIAL) invited expressions of
interest for an Engineering,
Procurement and Construc-
tion (EPC) contract for Phase
20f T2 toaccommodate addi-
tional passengers and flights.
» KIA, Page5

Amid 2nd airport buzz, KIA...

KIA, From Page 1

“The EPC contractor shall
be fully responsible for the
end-to-end execution of the
project, encompassing but
not limited to excavation,
civil, structural, architec-
tural, MEPF, ICT, landscape
and softscape-related works,
airport systems, equipment,
apron pavement works,
ORAT (Operational Read-
iness and Transfer) across
terminal, airside and landside
areas,” the notice reads.

October15isthelastdateto
submit proposals.

“We are aiming to start
construction by year-end or
early next year. Phase 2 will
bean extension of Phase, de-
signed and built around the
‘Terminal inaGarden’theme.
With T1already over capacity
and Phase 1of T2 expected to
max out in the next five to six
years, Phase 2 will be ready by
then. The necessary designs
have been prepared,” a BIAL
spokesperson said.

According to a source in
the know, Phase 2 will come
up on the southern side (to-
wards the city). “Airlines will
start receiving wide-bodied
aircraft in 2027-28 to oper-
ate international flights. In-
ternational traffic is growing
rapidly, and thereisaneed to
enhance capacity for flights

scheduled between midnight
and 4 am,” the source added.

A dedicated walkway will
also connect T1's extended
arm with T2’s Phase 1, he
added. The KIA is the busiest
airport in south India and the
third busiest in the country.
Passenger growth has risen
by a compounded annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 14%
from 2022-23 t0 2024-25.

BIAL Chief Operating Of-
ficer Satyaki Raghunath had
told DH earlier that the air-
port would invest Rs 17,000
crore by 2029 to expand air-
side, landside and terminal
capacity positions.

Plans are also underway to
build a third terminal, which
would increase capacityto110
million annually.

The expansion comes
amid Karnataka's plans for a
second greenfield airport for
Bengaluru. Three sites, in-
cluding two on Kanakapura
Road in the south, have been
shortlisted. There are also
plans to rebuild and reopen
the HAL airport for domestic
operations.

An official from the Kar-
nataka State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation, which holds a
13% stake in BIAL, said the
second airport plans were
independent of the KIA’s ex-
pansion.
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After Many Missed Dates, Dec
Start Likely For Noida Airport

SET FOR TAKEOFF? Airside Security Approval A Key Hurdle Cleared

Filg phata

Saurabh.Sinhai@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Noida International Air-
port (NIA) is likely to begin operations
this Dec. Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
ritv on Monday gave it airside security
approval, a prerequisite for getting the
aerodrome licence from Directorate Ge-
neral of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

The project has missed several dead-
lines, the last being April 2025. Although
no date has been specified, sources said,
“NIA could be inaugurated sometime
between the end of Nov to the first
week of Dec. Operations at new airports
typically begin four-six weeks after
the inauguration.”

The foggy season starts in north In-
dia around late Dec. An airport spoke-
sperson said, “NIA is being developed
with infrastructure and equipment sup-
porting the CAT-III capahbility from the
first phase, enabling safe and reliable
alreraft operations even under low-visi-
bility conditions, The process of calibra-
tion and regulatory approvals is cur-
rently in progress, following which CAT-
I operations will be available.”

DGCA certifies the instrument lan-

NIA will begin operations with domestic and
cargo flights. Its capacity is supposed to grow
from 1.2 crore passengers annually to 3 CPA by
nearly doubling terminal 1. Subsequently, a
second runway and a second terminal, also to
be developed in two phases, will see its
capacity grow to 5 CPA and then to 7 CPA

ding system as category-11l, allowing
landings under CAT-IITA when the run-
way visibility range is 300 to 175 metres
and under [1IB when therange is175to 50
metres, DGCA certifies a runway CAT-

111 compliant only after testing the sy-
stems well in advance and N1A is slated
to begin operations right in the heart of
thelow-visihility season.

The Delhi airport, for instance, has
better visibility on its main runway 10/
28 compared to the two near the Shivii
statue, 20L/10R and 29R/10L, which are
slightly away from the heart of IGIA.
NIA is in the middle of sprawling fields
and the visibility in the winter will be an
issue there until a concrete jungle repla-
ces the farms, as has happened across
airports in Indian cities.

NIA will begin operations with do-
mestic and cargo flights. Its capacity is
supposed to grow from 1.2 crore passeng-
ers annually to 3 CPA by nearly doubling
terminal 1. Subsequently, a second run-
way and a second terminal, also to be de-
veloped intwo phases, will see its capaci-
tv grow to 5 CPA and then to 7 CPA. UP
govt plans many more runways and ter-
minals for this airport in the coming ve-
ars, Delhi's IGIA has also seen addition
of runways and terminals decades after
the commercial flight operations were
shifted in 1962 from the Safdarjung air-
port due to the growth in air traffic.
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SpiceJet to expand
network, eyes Vietnam

E—
Rahit Vaid
Mew Dedhi

Budget mirline Spicefet is
eveing network expansion to
Vietnam, as well as destina-
tions in West Asia, on the
back of new leased aircraft
induction.

Speaking to beusinessline,
sources said that the airline
has approached the regulator
for pcrmission to start new
domestic as well as interna-
tionazl flights from the winter
schedule. “While most of the
18 Boeing 737 aircraft will be
deploy on  domestic
routes, some have been ear-
marked for international ex-
pansion,” industry sources
said.

NEW DESTINATIONS
“The asirline has sought per-
missions for fights to Viet-
nam, Sharjah, Jeddah and a
few other destinetions,
These flights include new op-
erations and frequencies.”

Accordingly, Vietnam will
b a new destination for the
girline, sources said, adding
that operations to Sharjah
will be restarted after many
Vrars.

“Frequencies will be in-
creased to  Jeddah, and
flights from some new do-
mestic destinations will be

started to Jeddah,” sources
said.

Besides the newly-leased
737 aircraft, the airline plans
to lease out A340 aircraft for
intermational  destinetions
with heavy traffic volume.

Spicelet has signed lease
agreements for the indoc-
tion of 18 Boeing 737 air-
craft, strengthening its feet
ghead of the Winter Sched-
ule 2025. The decision to
lease aircraft has been linked
to meeting the nsing de-
mand for sir travel during
the opeoming festive a.nﬁ
winter Season

Some of these sircraft are
scheduled to join the feet
starting October 2025,

Furt re, the airline
plans to bring back grounded
aircraft after conducting re-
quired servicing and main-
tenance work Spicelet has
secured an 8895 million li-
quidity boost through a set-
tement agrecment  with
Carlyle Biigtion Partners.
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» Spicefet

Inks lease agreements for
induction of another
it r gight Boeing 737 aircraft
a3 Toose
Y A 08%uPt
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Technical glitches disrupt flights at Jaipur airport

TOG NETWORK

Two major flights were can-
celled at Jaipur airport on
Monday dur to technbeal is-
sues and operational delays.
Air India Express’ Dubai-
bound Hight IX-195, scheduled
to-depart ot :55am, was can-
celled after the pilot detected
a technical Fault just before
take-off. The aircraft was re-
turned from the taxiway tothe
apron, but engmeers fatled (o
resnlve the issue,
Simultaneously, Indigo Adr-
lines' Mumbai-bound MHght

Simultaneously,
Indigo Airlines
Mumbai-bound

flight 6E-5282,

scheduled to
depart at 6:05
am, was also
cancelled.

HE-R212, scheduled o depart
a fe5am, wits ko cancelled,
The trevming airerall from

Pumne failed to arrive on time.
The airline initially resched-
uled the Right for 655 am but
ultimetely caneelled it around
T:30 am, coausing siymificant
incomvenicner to passengers
who then created a ruclous at
L Lerminal.

Arcordimg to Adrport Au-
tharity data, fove flights have
been cancelled due to tech-
nical faults sinee the July
12 Ahmedahad aceident, in
which Adr India {light ATI71
crashed, killing 270 people.
Additiona lcancellations were
due to the Tran-Tsrael conflict
and operational kssies.
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IndiGo flight to Srinagar resumes

after delay at Jammu Airport

GH Mews Service
Srinagar, Sep15

IndiGo flight 6K 215, which
faced a delay at Jammu Adr-
port on Monday evening due
to an ‘emergency window
issue’, has safely landed at
Srinagar Airport.

As per the reports, the
flight, originally scheduled to

depart Jammu for Srinagar at
40 p.m., was held back for
technical clearance before
being allowed to operate,
After dearance, it departed
and landed zafelv in Srinagar.

As per the authorities, the
aircraft will now continue
its onward journev from
Srinagar to Mumbai as per
schedule,
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Pilot unions oppose
DGCA’s data-based
fatigue system

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Pilot bodies have rejected
the aviation regulator’s
proposed airline-driven,
data-based fatigue moni-
toring system, accusing it
of attempting to bypass
court-mandated duty
hours and compromising
safety, setting the stage for
another confrontation.

The comments were
part of replies submitted to
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) fol-
lowing its September 3 e-
mail to airlines and pilot
unions seeking responses
to a draft advisory on im-
plementing the Fatigue
Risk Management System
(FRMS). The system, based
on airline data, monitors
fatigue-related safety risks
to ensure crew alertness.
Each airline is to develop
and monitor its own FRMS.

“The DGCA’s proposal
to introduce a parallel,
‘flexible’ FRMS framework
via a subordinate instru-
ment like an Operations
Circular is deeply discon-
certing. The proper and le-
gally mandated instrument
for such a fundamental
change in safety policy is a
Civil Aviation Requirement
(CAR), which ensures legis-
lative rigour, transparency,
and a statutory right for all
stakeholders to be heard
through a wide-body con-
sultation process,” the Fed-
eration of Indian Pilots
(FIP) wrote in its reply, re-
viewed by The Hindu. It
warned that such a move
could result in “degrada-
tion of safety”.

The objections come
months after the Delhi
High Court laid down new
limits for duty and rest pe-
riods. In its February 24 or-
der, the court mandated an

DGCA’s fatigue
system risks safety
by bypassing
mandated rest norms

increase in weekly rest for
pilots from 36 to 48 hours
starting July 1, and curtail-
ment of night flying from
November 1.

The FIP argued the
FRMS was “dangerously
premature” for India,
pointing out that the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Or-
ganisation requires well-
trained inspectors and
adequate oversight re-
sources, and has cautioned
that without robust regula-
tions and regulatory sup-
port, FRMS safety benefits
may be jeopardised. The
union stressed that DGCA
must first demonstrate
compliance with the court-
ordered norms, which are
yet to be fully
implemented.

The Airlines’ Pilots As-
sociation of India (ALPAI)
said airlines developing
FRMS tools had failed to
demonstrate a “just cul-
ture”, citing instances
where pilots reporting fa-
tigue were reclassified as
“sick”, resulting in loss of
pay.

Both unions noted that
statistical models used in
FRMS, which combine or-
ganisational data such as
shift length with research
on sleep cycles to predict
fatigne and alertness,
could be manipulated by
airlines through selective
use of filters.

The unions have de-
manded that pilot bodies
be part of every airline’s
Fatigue Safety Action
Group as well as DGCA-le-
vel oversight committees.
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IndiGo tolaunch
directflight to
Copenhagen

Murribai: IndiGo on Taesday
said it wall Bunch Night ser-
ices to the Danish capital city
ol Copenhagen from Mumbai,
starting October & FTI
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Spicejet adds eight
737s before festivals

roubled budget carrier Spicelet on
T Tuesday said it will lease eight additional
Boeing 737 aircraft to bolster its fleet
ahead of the festive and winter season.

The latest deal takes the airline’s total flest
additions to 18 aircraft, including two earlier
agreements tolease 10 Boeing jets scheduled
for delivery starting in October.

Spicelet has signed multiple settlements in
recent years 1o resolve disputes with lessors
and other creditors, but has continued to
struggle with capacity expansion.

Last week, the carrier repaid $24 million 1o
Credit Suisse and secured an $89.5 million
settlement from Cardyle’s commercial aviation
investment and servicing unit. REUTERS
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Spicejet to induct 8 more
Boeing 737 planes on lease

NEW DELHI: Spicefet on
Tuesday said it has inked
lease agreements for induct-
ing eight more Boeing 737
aircrafi ahead of the winter
schedule,

The winter schedule starts
in late October.

With the latest agreements
for 8 Boeing 737 planes, the
“airlines planned fleet addi-
tions rise to 18 aircraft, rein-
forcing its commitment Lo
meel the fsing demand for
air travel during the upeom-
ing festive and winter season.”
Spicefet said in a release.

As on September 15,

Spicefet had 19 aircraft in
operation out of the total
fleet of 53 planes, according
to information available on
eet tracking website Plane-
spolier.com.

For the three months
ended June 2025, the airline
reported a net loss of Rs 238
CTOTE. Fnl
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Centre unveils civil drone bill,
says make DGCA regulator

SLALITHA @ baw Dal

THE Civil Avlation Ministry's
new drafi of the Civil Drones
Bill, released on Tuesday, has
introduced lmprisonment
terms ranging from three
months io three years for vio-
Lot ing numerous rules pertoin

ing to drones. 1t also gives the
power of confiscation of thede
viees by authorised individa

als. The new bill alms to pro-
mote and regulate the
Unmanned Aircralt Systems
{UAS) In the couniry

Termed the Civil Dmne (Pro-
motion amnd Regulation Billy
4035, kit exempis the UAS of the
naval, military: alr forceorany
af the armed forces ol the Cenr
tre or the UAS weighing above
500 Kllograms,

Notified by the governmeant
on August 2§, 2021, the liberal
lsed Drone Rules, almed at
boosting the drone Industry
will now become siricter. They
wers infroduced o replace the
draconian rules notified In
March 2021

A significant introduction is
the imprisonment for a perlod
of ane year or [ine upto fone
lakh or both for violaton of
many sectlons of the bill. in-
clhuding the following - ownlng
or operating an unmanned air

cralt unkess it isregistersd with
the Directorate General of Clvil

Aviation (DGCA) and has been
allotted a Unigue [dentification
Number; no manufacture or
sale or transfer of the UAS
withouti a4 "Type Certificate”
from the MGCA: non-possession
of villd remote pllot certiflcmte
from DGCA or other empow-
ered stnfl and an organisation
not suthorised by the govern-
ment cannot Impart training
among others,

Thedraft adds that whenever
the Director General of DGCA
or any person authorised by
him or the afficer in-charge of
a paliee statlon receives any
complaint that the provislons
listed above harve been violated.
the clectronie devices, records
i documents can be conflscat-
ed under this Act and they can

G5T on drones reduced to 5%

The 5T for drones have been
slashed recently by fidng it at a
unifomn 5%, It Is set to boost the
country’'s rapidly growing drone
ecosystem. The G5 T exemption
glwen for flight simulators and
rotion simulators, oritical for pibot
training. have also been axempted
from GST will offer a fillkp to
training. said the Civil Avistion
Mimdstry in a statement ecently.

be detained

Asked for his response to the
new draft, Smit Shah, president
of the Drope Federation India,
iold this newspaper, “We are
il studying it A preliminary
glance reveals that the liberal-
ised rules of Augusi 321 have
now been made more strin-
gent,” He added, “The drone
indusiry is presently a 23,000
crore industry and 1s booming
present by [t is axpactad totouch
11.06 billion dollars by 20050,

Violation of certain provi
sions of the Bharstiva Magarik
Suraksha Samhita, 2023, and
Bhartiva Nvay Sanhita, 2023,
wil bea cognizable affence and
punishahble with & three-year
imprisonment or a fine of €1
lakh or both, It adds. All stake-
holders are to respomd (o the
draft by September 30,
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Upgraded T2 runway to be
operational from October 26

PIOMEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Fliers this winter may finally
find some relief at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
in Delhi, with the upgraded
Terminal 2 runway will be
operational from October 26,
which will take the overall
annual passenger handling
capacity to 100 million.

The announcement comes
after months of disruption
caused by the closure of
Runway 10 for upgrades to
CAT 1B standards, which are
essential for safe landings in
dense fog_ The Indira Gandhi
International Airport (1GIA)
in the natonal capital, also
the country’s busiest airport,
has three terminals
Terminal 1, Terminal 2 and
Terminal 3. Currently, T1 and
T3 are operational.

The upgraded Terminal 2 at
the 1Gl airport 1s set to
become operational from
Ocrober 26, coinciding with
the beginning of the winter
schedule, airport operator
Delhi International Airport
Ltd [DIAL) announced on
Monday. "From the interven-
ing night of October 25-26,
2025, approximately 120 daily
domestic flights operated by

Air India and Indigo are set to
shift operations to the
upgraded Terminal 2," the
release said.

Built four decades ago by
the Airports Authority of India,
T2 was closed earlier this year
after Terminal 1 became fully
operational. DIAL said the
upgrade aimed to make T2

I =

"future-ready”
surging passenger traffic.
"Terminal 2 is not just a facil-
ity upgrade — it's a complete
reimagination of the passen-
ger journey,” said Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar, CEOQ of DIAL
"“With technologies like the
self-baggage drop and
autonomous docking aero-
bridges, we are empowering
travellers, optimising efficien-
cy and preparing Delthi Airport
for the future of aviation.”

to handle

Since mid-june, when the
runway was shut for the
second time this year, nearly
200 flights a day have been
affected. Runway 10, located at
the Dwarka end of the 10/28
strip, was first closed in April
but had to reopen within
weeks after strong easterly
winds reduced the hourly

armival rate from &2 o 32 fights,
causing operational chaos.

The Union ministry of civil
aviation (MoCA} intervened,
instructing the airport oper-
ator DAIL to resume services.
Upgrade work then resumed
in June. Delhi airport, the
country’s busiest, has four
rurmvays — 27/9, 28/10, 29R11L
and 29L{11R — and three ter-
minals with a combined
annual passenger capacity
of 109 million.
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