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North Bengaluru set for major
boost with Dabaspet-Airport Road

Government pushes to complete 21.38-km corridor, resolving land hurdles to
enhance connectivity, real estate growth, and ease traffic congestion

engaluru’s strategic

development plans

for the Dabaspet-Raja-

nukunte-Airport Road
are set to give a significant
boost to North Bengaluru’s
infrastructure and real estate
growth. The state government
has initiated steps to complete
the ongoing roadworks on this
vital 21.38-kilometre stretch,
which promises to improve
connectivity and catalyse
urban expansion in the region,
according to Urban Develop-
ment Minister Satish Jarkiholi.

Speaking in the Legislative

Assembly in response to a

question from Yelahanka MLA
Vishwanath SR, Minister
Jarkiholi said that 8.04 kilo-
metres of the road have been
completed so far, while the
remaining 13.34 kilometres
are still under development.
Progress has been delayed due
to land acquisition issues,
with local resistance from
farmers proving a key chal-
lenge.

The road project includes
major infrastructure works,
notably two railway over-
bridges—one at Rajanukunte
and the other at
Narayanapura—along the

route from Madure to

Rajanukunte via M.V. Solar
(Devanahalli Road). While
construction of the
Narayanapura bridge is pro-
gressing steadily, the
Rajanukunte bridge has been
delayed due to additional land

requirements following
revised railway design specifi-
cations. The bridge span has
been increased from 40 metres
to 54 metres, pushing the
revised cost estimate to

304.32 crore.

The Joint Managing
Committee (JMC) is currently
expediting the land acquisi-
tion process to prevent further
setbacks.

Real estate developers have
welcomed the government’s
commitment to completing
the road, calling it a “catalyst”
for North Bengaluru’s growth.
Rajesh Kumar, a senior realtor

16 AUGUST 2025

in the city, said the comple-
tion of the Dabaspet-Airport
road would “dramatically
improve access to the north-
ern parts of Bengaluru, reduce
travel time, and open up vast
tracts of land for residential
and commercial develop-
ment.”

He added that the
improved connectivity to the
airport and major tech hubs
via this route would likely
attract more investment and

BM Property

- Contact for advertisement
Mahesh Malagi

9886721857

Every Saturday

encourage balanced urban
growth away from the city’s
congested southern zones.
Vandana Rao, a property
consultant, noted that the
railway overbridges would
play a key role in ensuring
seamless traffic flow. “Once
these bridges are completed,
it will not only boost real
estate prices but also enhance
living standards in these fast-
growing suburbs,” she said.
-Prakash VL
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Airport to get Metro Ralil
connectivity: Revanth

Rues BRS failed to expand mﬁ'a prq]ect to cut traffic jams

L VENKAJCHAM
HYDERABAD, AUG 15

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Friday reiterat-
ed his commitment to
expand the Metro Rail net-
wark and connect it to the
alrport.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the Credai
Hyderabail Property Show
2025 at Hitex Exhibition
Centre, the Chief Minister
sald the metro expansion
was halted for a decade in
the city

“If Jaipal Reddy hadn’t
given the Metro then,
would Hyderabad be the
second-fastest developing
metro city?.. When
Rajasekhar Reddy (who
was then the Chiefl
Minister) proposed the
Metro, Jaipal Reddy in
addition to sanctioning
the struck-down Metro,
also gave a viahle gap
fund,” he added

However, with no expan-
sion of the Metro over the
past decade, Hyderabad
slipped to ninth position,
the Chief Minister noted.
“We neglected it for 10
years. If the Metro had
been expanded, it would
have at least provided
some solutions to these
traffic jams,"” he asserted,

Further, Revanth Reddy
said Hyvderabad is one of
the major growih engines
of the country Heal estate,
construction, and infra-
structure, he said, are the
pillars that can transform
Telangana into a truly
developed region.

“We are committed to
ereating transparent,
Investment-friendly poli-
cies that protect investors,
encourage  innovation,

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy participates in the inauguration of Credai Property

Show at Hitex on Friday.

and ensure profitability
for those who put their
trust in Telangana,” he
said.

“The MeRage to
investors is  simple:
Telangana is open for
business, and we will pro-
lect  vour Investmentis
with robust laws and
transparent governance.”

Highlighting the growth
drivers, he said infrastruc-
ture development s the
key and the state govern-
ment will focus on large-
siale projects.

Speaking about
Hyderabad's past growth
through Hi-Tech City, the
Outer Ring Road (ORR),
and the Rajlv Gandhi
International Airport
{RGIA), he said thess were
proof of what vision-driv-
cn mjcclsmuar.hwvc

Ve will now take this
further with the develop-
ment of a Regional Ring
Road {(300-360 km) encir-
cling the state’s economic

hubs, connected with a
regional ring rail,” he
said, adding that drinking
water supply will also get
a major boost through

another infrastructure
project.
“Dedicated  industrial

corridors on both sides of
the Regional Ring Road
will be created. Greenfield
highways and railway cor-
ridors connecting ports,
Metro  rall expansion
redesigned to cover more
last-mile areas in
Hyderabad all will be
developed,” he added

He also noted that the
new Infrastructure praj-
ects would reduce the
commute distance from
Hyderabad to Vijayawada
by around 70 km.

Stating that Future City
would be a role model
even for developed coun-
tries, the Chief Minister
outlined a ftriple-sector
focus Expanding the
fMinancial distriet, IT hubs,

— BY ARRANGEMENT

and Metro connectivity in
urhan service sector (city
up to ORR), semi-urban
industrial growth in the
region between ORR and
RER by bullding manufae-
turing zones and industri-
al parks,

Rural agricultural mod-
ernisation in the region
beyond RRR by linking
rural produce to urban
and global markets with
transpoirt corridors and
water connectivity

“I consider real estate
not just land — it is senti-
ment, opporfunity, and
business potential.
Telangana’s growth will
be built on this sentiment,
backed by infrastructure,
trust, and policy clarity”
sald Revanth Reddy

“We will not just dream
ahout development — we
will deliver it. And | invite
every investor, entrepre
neur, and citizen to join us
in making Telangana a
model for the world.”
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Parking crunch for aeroplanes
stalls Hindon airport's growth

SHEKHAR SINGH
NI DELIEL MrGusT ik

Hindon arperts  hid i
beciome o mapr reghomal haib
with Metro and ARTS Bnks ix
bt tuarsdende before toke-
ol adth severe parkang s bhor-
age choking bath abomil
menement and pssenger oon-
Ve

Thx Ka 48#croee foel dy @
Clusiabal fsunchvsl undes
the praemments Begonol
Conresinaty  Sclesre (RS
UDAN) in Ociober 2000 is
iz b e bast-ro be Bandes fin
the: Dedhi-Meemut RETS corr-
o, the Metm metanrk and
t'Jl.IhI'i.|l1.| |miz 1
B nisber ol Sade dor Crll A
mkion Murlicdher Mohol tok
Pardioment that the Ublar
I 1 Goverrament mnd the
Arport Achvi Commaite
were warking to delner saam-
e trneport Nt
et 14 imtich
Mg ures]

But meiders
nmount af feaky infrestroe
taire Al matter i the graumd
reality remains unchangerd
The airport, aperating froma
vl enclave within the Indi
nm Air Foree base i Silean
darpruir, hus jiet b parking
bays for plones

In be-July both wems
boclexd: ome by an asromft
greramdec] e to bechraon] trou
e, Be obher oy plane strand
ol by bod westher “With
merahere bo park, ncoming
fights were dnertesd or sus
perded, porahaing  sevemil

BOTH PARKING BAYS BLOCKED IN JULY

BOpermting froma civl
antlavein the |AF bess In
Silandarpuir, the mirpar
e anly bwo parking bay-
far plames, In ate-duly,
both were bincked: ane
oy a grounded alneratt,
alhér by plans shranded
dlue bo bhad weathir

FiAes i & elrple day.
Anofthanl af the Hirdon vl
bl o it the pirport
WS NAITH 2 I infrmetrie
e ponstenirs bt deelined o
sy whethey this could] triggres
pervice ol hocks, Sivwe the
mufnl operstes out ol an Al
Foree foilhit bl Mights

e multples  Eestncions
inchading o dusk-to-dwn ban
Timetedd I g DenvE omm

T rwce ety thee i ghi-tame s
Fritw o bemcivg to ennoedn
bhomss, W ool famictiom praome
milly with nl least ben
nokditenal bass,” the afflon!
reriel. sl iEnge thest e ovel i
wion arel defmee mingstnes,
wong with the Air Foee, wen
R issing possihl e exqpamaan.
An Alrports  Autbory ol
Inclin (AAT lafBoEd sl comceed
ed opemtionnl  difficulties
While concellations ooeurak all
mrports, hessmirl Findon siffers
mare because of Alr Rooe
mstrirtions, with tedmiml
imuesaddingiothe disnupbon.
Infermad estimobes sugsest
mines acves wikild be needing for
expmnsion, nchiding T sgm
o enlange the bermiral
Pemsenger traffic has usmper]
from G0 & 2015 to ey

B Uit ot parld ng boys
combned with the night-
time: profibetion am lead-
Ing to cancallatans Wa
could funétion mare &ffi-
ciently with at least two
atditanal bays.” =aid an
efficlad at the Hindan air-
ports elvil terminal

W0 mnmially undemmaang
Hirelon's ok ek s
mre on Delhil's 1GI Alrport
uritil the Nowdo Inbemation
.-"u!l.l-l'-l.tl.'rl.-.
Space  shorages
beyund the arsde
pairking 5 e
foroany travel by
istance rede pepestedly

For & slot — & probdemn oficinls

exiend
Wkl

nclmit Fegs peer ki, o5 peoai -

Iy dharinig peak houra
Curently conmnectied 1o 16

tlesting

ans, mekiding Mum-
ki, Kokt Gon,
1, Himoon
5 fhphin dus
b bering bo g 57R toam
Charmbed, Goutarn  Budh
Magnr, Delhi and wawesten
Tter Proudessh. Oinee intesrat
ed with the RETS and hetro
nertarris, fs reach i expect
e b prowr g mficseni]y
Pespording oo ques tion in
the: Lok Sabha, the minisber
also soid no spefic timeline
was provided for pending
flighl serdces, as domesstic
wvinton in India has been
dersgulated sinoe 1994 alloa:
g aidmes o select mules
Imser] on market demand and
commmerciad viahilaty

17 AUGUST 2026
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IndiGo aircraft suffers tail strike
while landing at Mumbai airport

BEEPMAL AUPGUSET 16
An InediCeo nircrndft opemting
s Bunpbolk-Mumbei  Oight
siffensl a tall strike while
attemptmy® to lond at the ar
port hire onSaturday; peumpt-
g aviation eafety regulater
DHACCA oorde=ra probe it Lhe
incident, soumces sid. Both
plots of e Airbus ASMmen
hunve hesn demstered pencding
rrrersstigiation, thery sacd

On Aupust 16 an IndGo
Airbws  A3Z]  miecraft  tml

toachied the numsaywhile exe
cuting a loaraliftude go-around
duse to undisourshle westher
oomichitions m Mumbal” an
Inckill 30 spedorsperson siid

The airline flight GE 1060
departed from Hanghok at
1202 am [ecal tene) agam st
its scherd uled departure time
of 1140 pm (local time) and
finally landed at the Mumbai
wrport ot .04 am against its
scheduled arrival Hme of
2.50 am PTI
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Al FLIGHT FAILS
IN 1ST ATTEMPT
AT GWALIOR

Gwalior, MP: An Air India
Express flight from
Bengaluru with 160 passen-
gers on board failed to land
at the Gwalior airport in the
first attempt on Saturday
afterncon but landed safely
in the second attempt, an
official said.The airline said
the flight “conducted a go-
around followed by a safe
and unev-entful landing”.
The aircraft later took off for
Bengaluru and reached there
safely, Gwalior airport direc-
tor A.K. Goswami said. The
failure to land in the first
attempt caused panic
among the passengers for a
brief while, he said. “Tech-
nical staff examined the air-
craft after landing and found
no fault,” he added. The
Gwalior airport director also
said that a failure to land in
the first attempt is a normal
gccurrence. Some passen-
gers lodged complaints with
the airport and airline offi-
clals after deboarding,
another official said. An Air
India Express spokesperson
said in a statement that “one
of aur alrcraft conducted a
go-around followed by a
safe and uneventful landing
at Gwalior”. "Crew are
trained to carry out a go-
around as a precautionary
measure when required,” the
statement sald. — PTI
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Airbus is Set to
Break Boeing's
Long-held Record

J0) exdges pas]

- LARCE e
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d H H3and 737
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senger jet fleet i senvice
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Air Support

Here's what those in the airline business say they do to help

ar—

Al - AlR INDIA
AlrIndiasays that
recognising and
addressing any form

of physiological or
psychological discomfort
among passengers has
becomee an integral part
of Airlndia’s Standard
Operating Procedures
(S0Ps)and frontline staff
training. tclaims that
this is being reinforeed
through regular
functional cadences and
communication cascades
to enhance sensitivity
among teams, adding that
the cabin crew is trained
to identify and support
passengers indiscomfort,
offering reassurance and,
where necessary,

to follow first-responder
protocols with the
Pilot-in-Command (PIC)
informed

BA - BRITISH AIRWAYS

The UK's flag carrier runs

day-long online courses,
which give the knowledge
and technigques one needs
to overcome fear of flving.
Ashort Mlight at the end of
the course, accompanied
by pilots,cabin crew and
psychologists enables

the theory to be put into
practice.

The airline says that the
'Flying with Confidence’
course is designed togive
the information and tools to
b i control of fears and
anxieties. While many
aspects of booking and
travelling cantrigger
anxiety and behavioural
changes, these courses
make a difference and,
necording to BA, has helped
thonsands of people get
back into the air for work or
pleasire.

BOM - CHHATRAPATI SHIVAJI
MAHARA) INTERMATIONAL
AIRPORT

Mumbai Airport
re-introduced the P i
initlative in October 200
that featured trained
emotional support dogs

at Terminal 2to make
PASSENEET jOUrTeys
pleasant and more
enjoyable. These friendly
companions interact with

= -1

travellers, offering comfort
| and helping toease anxiety
| inagentle, engaging

way, says analrport
SPoReSPErEon,

The airport also features
‘The ArtBental Mew India®
exhibitat Terminal 2,
featuring visual displavs amd
audio narratives that enahle
passengers to pause, listen,
and immerse themselves in
the stories behind each
artefact. Additionally,
Mumbai Adrport says that it
15 equipped withan on-site
247 medical emergency
response team, staffied with
qualified professionals
trained todeliver immediate
medical care, including
assistance for pAsSeTIgers
who may experience panic
attacks.
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Airbus nears record long held by Boeing

BLOOMBERG
August 16

1M 1981, THE vear Airbus SE
announced it woull build a
new sing le-aisde jethiner to take
on Boeing, the 737 ruled the
roost. The US-made narrow-
body, already in use for more
than a decade, had reshaped
the amrhine imcwst ¥ I'E,l m:lh::lng
shorter routes cheaper and
more pl’nhrah[c' o opemte. I'r:,r
1988, wihen Alrbus began pro-
ducing its upstan A320, Bosing
had built a formidabl e lead by
delivering some 1,500 of its
cigar-shaped bestselier.

It's mken the better part of
four decades, but Airbus has
finalBy caught up: The A320
seriesis posed io overtake its
US competitor as the maost
delvered commercal aidines
in history, according to avia
ton consul tancy Cirium. As of
early August, Airbus had win
nowed the gap to just 20 units,

with 12,155 lifctime A320

{amily shipments, according to
the data, That difference is
ltkely to disappear as soon as
next mont I 1,

*Did anyone back then
expect it could become number
one - and onsuchhigh produc
tion volumes?” Max Kingsley-
Jones, head of advisoryat Cir:
um Ascend, wiote of theA 320
inarecent sockal-miedia pnﬂ,‘]
certainly didn't, and nor proba-
hl'_!.- didArbus"The A3 20 |
cess mirrors the European
planermaker’sdec ades-long dse
from fledgling planemaler to
serlous contender, and finally
Boeing's better. By the carly
20004, annual delbveries of the
ARD and its derivatives had
surpassed the 757 family: wal
oiders eclipsed the Boeing jet in
2019, But the 73 7 stubbornly
remained the most-deliversd
commardal aircraf ofall ime.

At theoutset, Alrbus Eeed
an uphill battle. The Evmopean
planemaker, an assemblage of
acmospace manutacturers

fomued in 1970 with badking
from l-'l.l.'rnTw.un Erovernments,
didn’t yet offer a full aircraft
lineup. Infighting hindered
cverything from product
planning to manufacturing,

737 VS A320

W As of August, Airbus had
winnowed the gap to just
20 units, with 12 155
litetime AS20-Family
shipments. The differenca

will disappear next month

B Airbus aircraft are by far
the most widely flawn
category in commercial
aviation, typically
connecting city pairs

on 5|'|DI'| Er roubes

B The A320 series is poised to overtake its US
competitor, the T37, as the most-delivered
commercial aifiner in history

and leaders hip decisions had
to finely balance French and
Crerman commencial and p-r-ln
icalinterests,

Vit It was clear even then
that Airbus needed a presence
L thee puarrowbody segrt o

frm I1l.r establish itself as Boe
Ing"s top rival. Those airorafi
aebyrfarthe mostwidely flown
@tegory incommerdial avia
o, typically connecting city
pairs on shorterroutes

Highee fuel costs and the

derepgulation of the 1S aviation
industry in the late 1970s had
glven the Euwropean plane-
makeran opendn g withAmert-
can airdine executives, who
damaored foranall-new single-
aisle, according to a history of
Airbus wrktten by journalist
Nicola Clark

To set the A3 20 apart, Alr-
s took some rsks, 1§ selected
digital fiy-by-wire conirolsthat
saved weight over traditional
hydmulic systems, and gave
pllots a side-stick atthelr dght
or left hand instead of a con
trally mounted yoke, The ale-
craft also sat higher off the
iroundthan the 737 and eame
with a choice of two engines,
piving customers greater flei
Bty Abrbues's gamble paid of
Today,theA320and 737 make
upnearly half of the global pas-
senger jet fleet in service And
the A3 20" suceess comtrasts
with 'itrﬂlr_‘gir blunclems bikethe
A3B0 behemoth that proved
short-Bved because airfines
couldn't profitablyopemtethe
gant p[.mr. I'Ir-r'mg matn
tained that smaller, nimbler
planes like the 787 Dreamlbnes
wou ld havean edge — aprodic
ton that proved eight.
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{ DGCA STAFF CRUNCH }

Aviation regulator flags slow hiring via
UPSC, secks autonomy for recruitment

Neha LM Tripathi
neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: India’s aviation
safety regulator is demanding
greater autonomy from govern-
ment recruitment processes, cit-
ing internal projections that
show only 294 new appoint-
ments are possible in the next
six months due to bureaucratic
delays, at a time when the sector
faces mounting safety concerns.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has told

the government that even after
these additions, it will operate
with only 847 officials against
1,063 sanctioned posts, using this
projection as evidence that tradi-
tional recruitment methods are
failing to keep pace with the
world's fastest-growing aviation
market.

Internal documents accessed
by HT show the DGCA has pro-
posed sweeping reforms includ-
ing the ability to hire directly
from premier technical insti-
tutes like ITTs and NITs for up to
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five years, autonomy in technical
recruitment, and maintaining a
pool of retired aviation officers
as consultants.

“The DGCA flagged that it
takes more than one year to be
recruited by the UPSC. The
shortage leads to limited availa-
bility of eligible officials on dep-
utation posts for the sector,” a
civil aviation ministry official
said, describing how the regula-
tor is leveraging recruitment
failures to argue for independ-

continued on 311
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HT reported on July 20, 2025,
about the staff shortage in
DGCA, despite the aviation
sector booming post pandemic.
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INDIA TARIFFS

to do it,” offering hints that
could be construed positively in
New Delhi,

Trump’s statement came
amid talk that had the Alaska
Summit not gone well, India
could be hit with a harsher levy.
“We've put secondary tariffs on
Indians for buying Russian oil.
And I could see, if things don't
go well, then sanctions or sec-
ondary tariffs could go up,” US
treasury secretary Scott Bessent
said in a television interview on
Wednesday.

The US has already imposed
tariffs totalling 50% on India,
including a 25% penalty for Rus-
sian oil purchases that will take
effect on August 27, making
India one of the most heavily
penalised US trading partners.

Trump’s more conciliatory
tone followed his earlier revela-
tion that the India tariffs were
designed to pressure Russia by
cutting off oil revenue, with the
president claiming Moscow
“called and wanted to meet”
after losing its second-largest
energy customer.

India welcomed the Alaska
summit between the Russian
and American leaders, express-
ing support for dialogue-based
solutions to the Ukraine con-
flict.

“India welcomes the summit
meeting in Alaska between US
President Donald Trump and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin. Their leadership in the
pursuit of peace is highly com-
mendable,” the Ministry of
External Affairs said in a state-
ment released after the summit.

“India appreciates the
progress made at the summit.
The way forward can only be
through dialogue and diplo-
macy. The world wants to see
an early end to the conflict in
Ukraine,” it added.

Russia currently accounts for
more than a third of India’s
energy purchases, up from less
than 1% in 2022 following West-
ern sanctions over the Ukraine
invasion. China remains Rus-
sia’s largest oil customer.

India has defended its energy
purchases as necessary for eco-
nomic security, calling US tar-
geting “unjustified and unrea-
sonable” whilst arguing that
Western countries maintain
their own trade relationships
with Russia.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke with both Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky and Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin this month, offering
Indian diplomatic support to
aid the peace process in his call
with the former.

Modi has consistently called
for dialogue and diplomacy
since the invasion began, mak-
ing separate visits to Russiaand
Ukraine last year whilst urging
both leaders to return to negoti-
ations.

Trump announced following
the summit that he would meet
Zelensky in Washington on
Monday, potentially followed by
a trilateral meeting with Putin,
as diplomatic efforts to end the
conflict continue.

DGCA-SLOW HIRING

ence from the Union Public Ser-
vice Commission’s hiring proc-
esses.

The demand comes as India’s
aviation sector handles 376 mil-
lion passengers annually while
operating with critical regula-
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tory gaps. As of July1, 2025, the
DGCA had 553 posts filled, leav-
ing 48% of technical positions
vacant, with projections show-
ing 216 positions will remain
unfilled even after the expected
recruitment.

Of the total sanctioned
strength, 961 Group A technical
officer posts are to be filled
through UPSC and 102 Flight
Operations Inspector posts on
contract.

Citing these numbers, the
regulator has argued for
“administrative autonomy in
creation or transfer of posts,
recruitment from open market,
and financial powers for fixa-
tion of remuneration fee for
consultants” in recent meetings
with government officials,
according to a second person
aware of the matter.

The DGCA also cited “limited
functional and financial auton-
omy for DGCA as an attached
office” as a major obstruction,
according to the person cited
above

The regulator’s recruitment
data underscores its case: only
three officials were added in
2023, 72 in 2024, and 13 so far
this year — a glacial pace that
the regulator says justifies
breaking free from conven-
tional government hiring con-
straints.

The autonomy proposal
includes specialised domestic
and foreign training for officers,
contractual hiring flexibility,
special allowances to attract
skilled manpower, and powers
to create and transfer posts -
reforms the DGCA says are
essential given current systemic
limitations.

The regulator has specifically
highlighted the absence of
financial incentives for officers
on deputation and no special
allowances to attract skilled
manpower, factors that com-
pound recruitment challenges
in a sector where technical
expertise commands premium
private sector salaries.

The issue of staff shortage
was first reported by HT on July
20, after which the matter was
taken up in parliament. Civil
aviation minister Ram Mohan
Naidu has acknowledged the
challenge while defending cur-
rent efforts: “We recruited for
103 posts which was the highest
number in the history of DGCA.
This year we plan to recruit 190.
By the end of October, we are
going to recruit 190 posts for
DGCA,” he said at the time

Some immediate relief is
expected with 54 officials set to
join, including 43 Airworthi-
ness Officers, the second officer
cited above said. A proposal to
recruit 190 people directly
through UPSC has been
accepted, with joining expected
by October.

Officials said the regulator
has presented these staffing
projections to the parliamen-
tary Standing Committee, using
the data to emphasise that cur-
rent recruitment systems are
hampering its ability to conduct
airline operations oversight,
aircraft certification, and safety
audits.

“The DGCA urged for full
freedom to hire its own techni-
cal staff” the official concluded,
as the regulator leverages the
recruitment crisis to push for
broader operational independ-
ence.

The staffing shortage affects

oversight of airports, with each
of the 553 current officials
effectively responsible for mon-
itoring 680,000 passengers —a
workload disparity the DGCA
argues demonstrates the urgent
need for hiring autonomy.

ALASKA SUMMIT

Ukraine, had pledged confi-
dently to bring about an end to
the war on his first day back in
the White House. Seven
months later, after berating
Zelensky in the Oval Office and
stanching the flow of some US
military assistance to Kyiv,
Trump could not bring Putin to
pause the fighting.

In a major shift, Trump also
said he had agreed with Putin
that the best way to end the war
was to go straight to a peace
settlement - not via a ceasefire,
as Ukraine and its European
allies, until now with US sup-
port, have been demanding.

Zelensky and European lead-
ers spoke with Trump as the US
president flew back from in
Alaska. According to people
familiar with the matter cited
by Bloomberg. Trump said on
the call that while it’s up to
Ukraine to decide on what to do
with its territory, Putin’s stance
hasn’t changed — he still wants
Kyiv to cede control of the
entire Donbas region in
Ukraine’s east.

Zelensky has repeatedly
ruled out giving up all of Don-
etsk and Luhansk, which Mos-
cow’s forces partially control.
Russia would halt advancing its
claims over the parts of Zapor-
izhzhia and the Kherson region
it doesn’t now control, effec-
tively freezing the battle-lines
there, the people said.

Trump told the leaders that
he was prepared to contribute
to guaranteeing Ukraine’s secu-
rity as long as it didn’t involve
NATO, they added. The presi-
dent suggested Putin would be
OK with that, the people said.

For Putin, just being on U.S.
soil for the first time in more
than a decade was validation
after his ostracization follow-
ing his invasion of Ukraine.

His meeting with Trump may
stall the economic sanctions
that the US president had
promised unless Moscow
worked harder to bring fighting
toaclose.

It may now simply lead to
more meetings, giving his for-
ces more time to make progress
on the battlefield.

Putin thanked Trump for the
“friendly” tone of their conver-
sation and said Russia and the
US should “turn the page and
go back to cooperation.”

He praised Trump as some-
one who “has a clear idea of
what he wants to achieve and
sincerely cares about the pros-
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

ANSWERS

1. Nairobi

2. Police

3. Gurmeet Ram Rahim
Singh

4. Tiger

5. Washington DC
6. Plague

7. Frankenstein

8. Jai and Veeru

9. Wedding

10. Aamir Khan
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INDIGO JET SUFFERS
TAILSTRIKE, DGCA
TO PROBE INCIDENT

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Civil aviation regu-
lator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) will be
investigating an incident in
which an IndiGo Airbus A321
aircraft suffered a tail strike
while executing a go-around at
Mumbai airport, officials said
on Saturday.

The incident took place on
carly on Saturday, and prima
facie it appears to have been
caused due to unfavourable
weather conditions, officials
aware of the matter said.

“We will be undertaking an
investigation on this incident. A
formal order will be issued,” a
senior DGCA official said.

An IndiGo spokesperson con-
firmed the incident saying, “On
August 16,2025, an IndiGo Air-
bus A321 aircraft tail touched
the runway while executing a
low-altitude go-around due to
unfavourable weather condi-
tions in Mumbai. Thereafter,
the aircraft carried out another
approach and landed safely.”

An official said the aircraft
was later grounded.
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Air Canada cabin
staff strike: Many
flights grounded

Montreal: AirCanada'sunion-
ised Bight attendants walked
off the phearlyanSaturdayal- |
ter pay @IKS with carmer
stabed, ina move aould disrupt
traved plans for over 100,000
PsSETEeTS REUTERS



AN

m
W faH=gw= Wit
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

LOKH SATYA DELHI 17 AUGLIST 2025
» 1fiiae 20258 Srewwcre, S TR Y fe
wsterg ol deergmrant enferen ferecl & 1ol 0 e,
' Fereererg 32F va #
mﬂtmmgﬂi e e 7
.?ﬂ#‘lﬂiﬁl n - g @-ﬁi}r&gg ........................ - L{ H I 0 TiTs T-Hiad
SiAeeTRla e o Erfer e : TSI 4 . S e
- - UF S T e
TETEHA, TR | 116 EFRETE F1 S
famri & 92 3 =g T F TEHI H A SR

= 7 syt feafa 51 & e T AR EA T FE F 15 e @ <R i T A
A F0 6, T i fmEt (F9-3 4100 9F) T FEY, WAT IR sl wrf | e, dk

A A TEE AT W AFAL W F AR R EE TS IE0EE § aate e

T YT - SRS, TR THTETE STETerE- LECGECCERate Ll ferTerd AT WE BN
drtmmm Rt s e s S - AT, AR TAIR T  HAPAT
o H, | frET 20259 W O WiEle &1 TR A ST WS A # | T 7, WA A

T =1 e wE A TS U WA HEO T e, SNTRE SIEas i s w,
T | AT e AR TEe wefen R Tt s st A =Ht ¥ o W Tieet

T ey vE Y IR T EHE M USRI R WEY el ¥ aryET OrE- if Fa mm T



Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLAMIUM POST

DELHI

17 AGUST 20268

Airbus A320 set to surpass Boeing 737 as most-delivered jetliner in history

h*uf m;h mgm.t‘ Airbus fwn‘ ﬁ‘H?Hﬂﬁ‘L’d the gaf; m ;mf 20 mm‘s ﬁn'h 12,155 Hﬁ’nmf 132 .fJ-,ffrm:h *-:fuﬂn;ifuf*. rmr;rufmrrm mf data

WASHINGTOMN: In 1981, the
vear Airbus SE announced it
wotld build 4 new single-aisle
jetliner to lake oo Baeing Co.,
the 737 ruled the roast.

The US-made mrnm‘lhnh:.
already in use for more than a
decade, had reshaped the air-
line industry by making shorter
routes cheaper and more profie-
ahle o operate. By 1988, when
hlrb‘l.uTq:m producing its
upstart A3, Boeng had built
a formidable bead by ddi.wrmg
somse 1,500 of its cagar-shaped
beesst-sellex.

It taken the better part of

four decades, but Airbus h;u
fisally canghl up: The A320
seTies is Pui:n.'d o overtake ils
US coampetitor as the muost-
deliv commercial airliner
in history, MJl.'IJI'\J.‘iI.‘I.H Loy v
tion comsultancy Cirinm. As of
earty August, Airbues had win-
nowed the gap to just 20 units,
with 12,155 lissiime A320-Gm-
ily shipments, according to the
data That difference is likely
to disyppenr as soon as next
memith, Bloariberg reporied.
“Did anyone back then
expect il coubd become num-
ber one - and on such high

.f_

.

.unn us [

production volumes?™ Max
Kil‘lﬁ}h‘:\'-[ﬂl)ﬂL head of adwvi-
sory al Cirium Ascend, wrole
of the A320 in a recen social-
media post. "I certainky didn't,

Closer Look

« By early 20004, annual deliveries of the A320 and s
derivafives hod surpassed the 737 famiy; tatal erders
eclipsad the Besing jot in 201 9. But the 737 subbamly
remained mos-delivered commercial aincraft of all fime

& AJI0N sweemis mirnors Europeon plonemoker’s
decades-long rise fram Redgling plonemaker 1o
sarioun condender, and finally Bosing's betber

and nor probably did Airbas”

The A3 success mir-
riwrs the European planemak-
er's decades-lony rise from

fledgling planemaker to seri-

ous contender, and finally Boe-
mg's Ieetter. By the early 2000s,
annual deliveries of the A320
and its derivatives had sur-
pasted the 737 family; total

orders eclipsed the Boeing jot
in 2009, Bul the 737 stubbarnly
remained the most-delivered
comenercial aincrafl of all tine
A the ousel, Airbus Geed
an uphill batile. The European
planemaker, 2n assemblage
of aervspace manufaciurers
formed in 1970 with back:
ing from Buropean govern
menits, didnt yet offer a full
aircrafl limewp. Inuglﬂmg him
dered everything from prod
et planming bo mamfactiring,
and leade rship decsions had 1o
finely balance French and Ges-
man commercial and political

interesis. Yel it was duu: even
then thai Airbus needed a pres-
ence in e narrowbaody seg-
ment fo firmly eitablish itselfas
Boeing's top rival Those aircrafi
are by far the most widely flown
category in commercial avia-
tiom, typically connecting city
pairs o shorler roules.
Higher fuel costs and the
deregulation of the US aviation
industry in the late 19704 had
given Airbus an opening with
American airline executives,
wha clarnored for an all-new
single-aigle, according to a his-

tory af Airbus wrilten by joar-

n:l]:ul Micola Clark

T et the A320 aparl, Alr
bus took some risks. 1t selected
aliggital fhy-bry- wire controls that
saved weight over traditional
hydraulic sysiems, and gave
pilots a side-stick a8 their right
o left hand instead al'a cemrally
mounied yoke. The aireraft also
sat higher off ihe ground than
the 737 and came with a choice
of two engines, giving custom-
ers grezleﬂuﬁ}:iiilf Airbus’s
3mhlnpu1|ﬂ['li:uhy. the 43200
and 737 make up nearly half of
the global passenger jet fleet in
SETVIOE. MeENLIY
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Alr Canada suspended all
aperations as more than
10,000 Alr Canada flight atten-
dants went on strike early
Saturday after a deadline (o
reach a deal passed, leaving
travellers around the world
stranded and scrambling
during the peak summer
travel season.

Canadian Union of Public
Employees spokesman Hugh
Pouliot confirmed the strike
has stared after no deal was
reached, and the aidine sald
shortly after that it would
halt operations.

A bitcer contract fight
between Canada's Iargeﬁ.[
alrline and the union repre-
senting 10,000 af its fight
attendants escalated Friday as
the union wmed down the
alrline's request [o enter into
Government-directed arblira-
tion, which would eliminate
its right to strike and allow a
third-party mediator (o dedde
the rerms of a mew contract.
Flight atrendants walked off
the job around 1 am EDT on
Saturday. Around the same
tirme, Adlr Canada said 10woukd
begin locking flight atten-
dants out of alrports. Federal
|abs Minister Party Hajdu maet
with both the aifline and
union on Friday might and
urged them o wark harder

Air Canada flight attendants have walked out on strike

to them to reach a deal “once
and forall” “Itis unaccept-
able that such little progress
has been made. Canadians are
counting on both parties o
put ferward thelr best efforis.”
Hajdu said in a statement
posted an social media.
Pouliod, the spokesman for the
umion, earlier said the wnicn
had a meeting with Hajdu and
representatives from Adr
Canada earlier Friday evening.

“CUPE has engaged with the
mediator o relay our willing-
ness (o continue bargaming —
despite the fact that Air
Canada has not counternsd
our last two offers since
Tuesday,” he said in a emall.

“Wie're here 1o bargain a deal,
not oo g0 on sirike.”

A complete shurdown will
impact about 130,000 people
a day., and some 25000
Canadians a day may be
sranded abroad. Air Canada
operates around 700 flights
per day. Montreal resident
Alex Laroche, 21, and his girl-
friend had been saving since
Christmas for their European
vacation. Now their USD 8,000
trip with nanrefundable
lodging is onthe  line as they
wiait to hear from Alr Canada
about the fate of their
Saturday night Mlight 1o Nice,
France. How long the aidine's
planes will be grounded

remains o be seen, but Al
Canada Chiel Operating
Officer Mark Masr has said it
could take up o a week o
fully restart operations once a
tentative deal is reached.
Passengers whose ravel is
Impacted will be eligible o
request a full refund on the
ailine’s website or moblie
app, according to Alr Canada.
The airline said it would also
offer alternative travel options
through other Canadian and
forelgn airfines when possible.
Bult it warned that it could not
guaranieg immediate rebook-
Ing because Mights on other
airlines are already full “due 1o
the summer ravel peak.”
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IndiGo flight suffers tail strike
while aborting landing in rain

TimEs NEws NETwORK

New Delhi/Mumbai: An In-
diGo Alrbus sudTered a tadl
strike during lending in
Mgl Kalllllﬂ.:l:.' moriing
amid heavy rain. Theaircraft
was fiving from Bangkok
Before touching down, at
around Tam, Alrbus A2 die
scended below 550 fvet before
the pilats decided to abor
the landing and attempt a
seoonel appronch The til
strike occurred during the
EiE around, The |J|.‘I||l' lamdied
snfely in the second attempt.
Thiz iz IndiGo's sevenih
tail strike in two years on its
AZE Meet, an lssoe the DGO A
has raised with the airline.
AnIndiGospakesperson
said: “On Aung 16, an IndiGo
Adrbus ATN's tadl touched
the runway whileexecuting
a  lowaltitude  go-around
due to unfivourable weath-
er conditions in Mumbai
Thereafter, the aircraft car-
ried out another approach

Dubai-Kochi flight
diverted to TN

Spicalet flight from Dubai

to Kochiwas diverted to
Coimbatore airport Friday
night due to bad weather at
Cochinairport. The flight,
with 181 passengers on
beoard, was scheduled to land
imKechi at 6.25pm. It landed
inCoimbatore at 7.30pm. At
2am Saturday, cabs were
arrangad to transport around
60 passengers to Kochl, s

amil Landed aalely, Followling
the standard protocol, the
alreraf will gothrough nec-
essary checks/repairs and
|'|'!.';I,I|.'|I||r'_'. clearanes beforn
resuming operations.”

In July 2028, the DGCA
had penalised IndiGo Rs 30
lakh for four il strikes
withinsixmonths The regu-
lator found “systemiec defi
ciencies pertaining to oper-
ations, training procedures

andengineering procedures”

As per aviation website
Skybrary: "A tail sirike oc-
curs when the alt feselage
(tail) of an aeroplane comes
in contact with i Wiy dur
ing take-off or landing. Sta-
tstically themapority of tail
strikes ovcur on landing.
Tl st Kes ficest oflen oceur
as @ result of human error
:|II:]1||5|:!.:|1 ervironmenial
factors, swch as strong
gusty winds, can incronss
the potentinl for anevent.”

Sourees  indieated  Tndb
Go did not inform Mumbai
ATC aboart the tail =trike, <A
tail strike could damage the
runway surface, [tcoubd ke
out runway centre line lights
oF leave foreign |||:|_'||-::I::-' L1 F]
the runway: Alrlines inform
ATC about a tall sirike be
cause A munway inspection
should b carried out after
such an incident to ensure
thesalety of all alveraft aper
ating from that runway”
sald anaviation source
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