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Visakhapatnam airport ends scheduled commercial
operations ahead of Bhogapuram opening

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Visakhapatnam

Visakhapatnam Airport
ended its scheduled com-
mercial flight operations
ahead ofthe opening of Alluri
Sitarama Raju International
Airport at Bhogapuram on

Monday.
The last scheduled com-
mercial flight from

Visakhapatnam Airport (INS
Dega) will be IndiGo flight GE
2018 to Delhi, scheduled to
depart at 10.45 pm on
Sunday.

“Visakhapatnam Airport
has reached an important
milestone with the conclu-
sion of its scheduled com-
mercial operations, and we
sincerely acknowledge the
contribution of every employ-
ee, stakeholder and partner
who supported the airport’s
operations and passenger
services over the years,”
Visakhapatnam Airport
Director N Purushottam said
in a press release.

As notified by the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, scheduled
commercial operations at
the Visakhapatnam Civil
Enclave will cease with the
commencement of opera-
tions at Alluri Sitarama Raju
International Airport at
Bhogapuram at 12.01 am on
August 17.

The IATA airport code 'VTZ'
will be transferred from
Visakhapatnam Airport to
the new airport at

Bhogapuram with effect from
August 17.

Non-scheduled commer-
cial operations, however,
may continue at the Civil
Enclave at Visakhapatnam
Airport, the press release
said.

Purushottam said
Visakhapatnam Airport had
played a key role in connect-
ing the city and Andhra
Pradesh with major domestic
destinations and had served

passengers, businesses,
tourists and the regional
economy for several decades.

Over the years, the airport
saw growth in passenger
traffic and infrastructure,
including terminal expan-
sion, better aircraft parking,
security and passenger facil-
ities, DigiYatra services, acces-
sibility measures and sus-
tainability initiatives.

The Airports Authority of
India expressed gratitude to
the Central Industrial Security
Force, airlines, ground-han-
dling agencies, regulatory
authorities, concessionaires
and other service partners for
their contribution to the
airport's safe, secure and effi-
cient functioning, it said.

The AAl acknowledged
the continued support of
the Indian Navy in facilitat-
ing civil aviation operations
at the Civil Enclave, saying
its coordination would
remain important as non-
scheduled commercial oper-
ations continue.
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NMIA starts
scheduled
international
freighter ops

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, August 16

HAY] MUMBAI INTERMA-
TIONAL Airport (NMIA) on
ﬁl.l.rll.|.1r’ recedved Vs First dedi-
cated intemational freighter
airmft,an Airbus A3 30F oper
ated by Hong Kong Air Cargo,
marking the commencement
of athree-times-a-wesk srvice
from Hong Kong, The service is
expected to add six weekly
@UED movements and carry
amund 60 tonne of import and
export shipments perflight.

NMIA s expected to see 13
titernational fretghiter ser
VICCS COMIMCOce operationsas
it builds mnnectivitywith key
cargo markets

The Hong Kong service fil -
lowves NMIAS first dedicated
freighter operation, launched
on August 1 by IndiCo Carpo to
Sharjah The service, which car
ried 20tonneof good son s fiet
flight,will operate asrequired

“With asignificant increase
in freighteractivity cxpected by
the end of Anpust, we are
mapidlyexpanding ourinterma-
tional cargo network and
strengthening connectivity
with key marketsacross Asia,
Europe and West Asia” a
spokesperson forhavi Mombai
International Airport said
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Passenger’s gun goes off
at Varanasi airport, 2 hurt

HT Correspondents
letters@hindustantimes com

VARANASI/NEW DELHI/MUMBAI:
Two airport personnel at Varanasi
airport were injured on Sunday
after a round was accidentally
fired from a licensed pistol during
a security check, officials said.

Airport director Puneet Gupta
said the two were stable.

The Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS), the security wing
of the Union civil aviation minis-
try, is examining the circumstan-
ces leading to the incident, a gov-
ernment statement said.

Kamlesh Rai, 55, and his wife
Sushma were to travel to Mumbai
on flight [X-1810, Gupta said.

“He declared he would carry his
licensed weapon on the aircraft,”
Gupta said. Passengers carrying
licensed firearms must declare the
weapon at the check-in counter

Loaded pistol, unexpected shot

Two employees at Varanasi airport were injured after a round
was accidentally fired from a passenger's licensed pistol during

a routine security check.

"BCAS is examining the
circumstances leading to
the incident, including
adherence to the
prescribed procedures for
handling and carriage of
licensed weapons...”

— Civil aviation ministry

and complete the prescribed secu-
rity formalities.

Police said Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) and airline
staffwere checking Rai's pistol and
counting its cartridges before
boarding. Authorised personnel
from the airline and AAICLAS

® Security and airport staff were checking the
pistol and counting its cartridges as part of
the sequrity process.

& ThE pistol’s magazlne was rernmred tu
record its details, but a round remained in
the chamber. The trigger was accidentally
fired while the pistol was loaded.

were entering details of the pas-
senger’s registered baggage and
weapon. “Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed a round was in the
pistol's chamber and that the trig-
ger was accidentally fired while
the pistol was loaded,” the DCP's
office said ina statement. P
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{ VARANASI } 2 INJURED; PROBE ON

Pistol goes off during
airport security check

HT Correspondents
|etters @ bendustantimes com

VARANASI/NEW DELHU/MUMBAIL:
Twao staffers at Varanasi's Lal
Bahadur Shastri International
Airport were injured on Sunday
after a round was accidentally
fired from a licensed pistol dur-
ing & mutine security check , offi-
cials said.

Airport director Puneet Gupla
said bath the injured were taken
to New Lakstimi Hospital in Har-
frua and were stable.

The Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS), the security wing
of the Union eivil aviation mings-
try, is examining the circumstan-
ces leading to the incident, a gov-
crnment staternent resd,

According o Gupta, Kamlesh
Rai, 55, along with his wile

50, had arrived at the air-
port to travel to Mumbai on flight
IX-1810. “He declared that he
wiould carry his Boensed weapon
on the aircraft” Gupta said.

At airports, PRSseTEITS CATying
licermser] firesrms must declare the
weapan at the check-in counter
and complete the prescribed secu-
rity formalities. If they are fying
from one state o another, they
minst carry an All-lndia Permmit for
the frearm, which Rai had
obtained. The passenger informs
the airline at checkein that they are
carrying & licensed firearm, after
which the declaration and hag-
gipe inderpgo security screening.

A passenger i permitted to
carry a licensed revolver, pistol or
shotgun, along with the specified
guantity of ammunition, in regis-
tered bageage, subject to applica-
ble rules. The required form is
completed by the passenger and
verified by the airport manager.

As such passengers are
screened separately from the seow-
rity hold area used by other pas-
sengers, Rai was escorted w the
designated screening ares to oom-
plete the mandatory formalities.

Police said Central Industrial
Security Foroe (CISF) and airfine
staflf were checking Rai's pistol
and counting its cartridees before
boarding, &s required under the

THE BUREAU OF
CIVIL AVIATION
SECURITY, UNDER
MINISTRY OF CIVIL
AVIATION, IS
EXAMINING THE
CIRCUMSTANCES
LEADING TO

THE INCIDENT

Carpo Logistics & Allicd Services
Company Limited) were entering
details of the passenger’s regis-
tered baggage and weapon.

“The pistol's magazine was
removed to record the weapon's
details and the number of
rounds. Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that a round was
present in the pistol's chamber
and that the trigeer was acciden-
tally fired while the pistol was
loaded. The discharged round
reportedly ricocheted and struck
[AAICLAS screeners] Suman
Kumari on the leg and Rohit Raj
on the toe, injuring both,” the
DCP's office said in a statement.

Police said an imvestigation was
under way into the incident,
including the safety protocols fol
lowed during the weapon check
and the roles of the agencies
mvalved Further legal action will
b taken based on the findings.

“The BCAS is examining the
circumstances leading to the
incident. including adherence o
the prescribed procedures for
handling and carriage of
licensed weapons &t airports.
Appropriate action will be taken
based on the findings,” the cvil
aviation ministry said.

Rai is a former corporator of
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation {BMC) and leader of
Shiv Sena, led by Maharashira
deputy chiel minister Eknath
Shinde, secording to Airport
Authority of India (AAl) officials
in Varanusi, who spoke on con-
dition of ananymity.

“The local police were
informed immediately and the
passenger has been detained for
investigation and further action
i aceordamnce with law,” the avia-
tion ministry said, adding that
the incident “was promptly con-
tined and sirport operations are
comtinuing without disruption”.

Based on a compliint, Phulpur
police registered a case undier Sec-
tions 125(a), pertaining to acts
endangering the life or personal
safety of others, and 125(b), per-
Bining ko causing gricvous hurt by
an act endangering life or personal
safety of others, of the Bharativa
Myarva Sanhita (BNS). according o
astatement from the office of DCP,
Gomti fone, Neetu Kadyan.

Rai, originally from Azamgarh
in Uttar Pradesh. has retained his
mfluence in the BMC's Marol-Sa-
har ward in Andheri since 2002
despite switching political loyal-
tics. He first won the BMC elec
tion from Marok-Sshar in 2002
on a Shiv Sena ticket.

Rai joined the Congress in
2007 and won again that year.
After wand reservations
in 2012, he fielded his wife.
Sushma, who won the BMC elec-
tion that year and again in 2017,
Following the 2022 Shiv Sena
split, Rai joined deputy chief
minister Shinde in March 2023
and was asppointed deputy
leader. In the 2026 BMC clection,
b fielded his son, Ritesh, secur-
ing his family’s hold over Ward
86 in Marol-Sahar.

In August 2025, Andheri police
detained Kamlesh Rai for alleg-
cdly collecting an extortion
amountof 25 kakh from a builder.
He allegedly demanded 350 lakh
from a builder working on a
project in Andheri MIDC. After
negotiations, the amovint was se-
thed at 235 lakh. of which 28 lakh
was praid initially. Hai was armested
whhile allepedly collecting a further
imstalmientof 35 kakh. Videos that
surfaced after his aroest purport-
edly showed Rai claiming that
party leaders would abert him if
anyone complained against him.
He was later hospitalised, citing
health concerns, and granied bail.
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Delhi airport eyes
125-mn capacity

OUR CORRESPOMDENT
New Deflii, August 16

Delhi airport plans to
increase its annual pas-
senger handling capac-
ity to 125 million from the
current level of 106 million
under the proposed ten-
year master plan, accord-
ing to a source.

As part of the expan-
sion under the master plan,
DIAL also proposes to build
Pier E at Terminal 3 (T3)
with a capacity of 10 mil-
lion by April 2030.

For now, no decision has
been firmed up on having
Terminal 4 or building the
Automatic Passenger Mover
(APM).

The Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (1GLA) in
the national capital is oper-
ated by the Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (DIAL).

IGIA, also the country's
biggest airport, has three
terminals — T1, T2 and T3

— and international flight
operations are only from
T3.

The source told PTI that
the master plan for 10 years
till 2036 will be finalised
after consultations with the
stakeholders.

In the first phase, the
proposal is to increase the
annual passenger handling

capacity to 116 million by
April 2030. The capacity
will be further raised to
125 million by 2032, the
source said.

At present, the airport
has an annual passenger
handling capacity of 106
million spread across the
three terminals. The capac-
ity is 42 million, 14 million
and 50 million at T1, T2 and
T3, respectively.

At T3, there is domestic
capacity of 19 million and
international capacity of
31 million.

Currently, T3 has four
piers — Pier A and B for
international operations
while C and D are for
domestic operations. Pier C
has now been converted for
international operations.

Pier E is to be con-
structed at T3 by April
2030,

Generally, a pier at an
airport is a long and narrow
structure or transfer facil-

ity from the main terminal
building and allows passen-
gers to use aerobridges to
enter an aircraft.

While there are no
immediate plans, a 7.5kilo-
metre right of way will be
earmarked for the APM
(Automated People Mover)
system in the master plan,
the source said.
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End of an era at
Vizag Airport
with final takeoff

USHA PERI @ Visakhapatnam

AT 1045 pm on Sunday (August
16), IndiGo flight 6E2018 to Del-
hi took off from the Visakhap-
atnam International Airport,
bringing an end to more than
four decades of scheduled com-
mercial aviation from the city

From 12.01 am on Monday,
the VTZ code and scheduled
airline operations moved about
50 km north to the new Alluri
Sitarama Raju (ASR) Interna-
tional Airport at Bhogapuram
mn Vizianagaram district.

The shift marks more than a
change of airport. For genera-
tions, the Visakhapatnam air-
port was part of the city's
prowth and everyday life. It was
where journevs began, families
reunited and many took their
first flight. As per the Ministry
of Civil Aviation's Gazette noti-
fication izssued on July 28, the
VTZ code was transferred to
the Bhogapuram airport from
August 17. The Civil Enclave at
INS Dega, however, will contin-
ue to handle non-scheduled
commercial operations, includ-
ing charter and private ﬂlghts
ﬂ!u{_.eneral !wla tion T\errl:unﬂ] is
plac'ed for such upemtmns

Ajrport Director N Purush-
ottam while announcing the
conclusion of commercial serv-
ices, thanked the Indian Navy,
CISF, airlines, ground-handling
agencies for their contribution
to the airport’s operations.
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Pistol fires at
airport check
in Varanasi,
two injured

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH
M Varanasi/New Dethi

OnSunday, Varanasi Police arrest-
ed Kamlesh Rai after his licensed
pistol went off by accident at Lal
Bahadur Shastri International
Airport, injuring two staff
members. The incident took place
around 9.30am during routine
weapons screening, raising con-
cerns about airport security. The
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) has started an immediate
investigation.

Representative image
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Rai, 55, from Ramgarh in
Azamgarh, arrived at the airport
with his wife to board Air India
Express flight to Mumbai. He told
staff about his licensed 7.62 mm
pistol and 21 live cartridges at the
check-in counter. The weapon
was sent for inspection in the
screening area. Police said the
pistol had two cartridges in the
magazine and one in the
chamber, while Rai carried 19
maore cartridges in his bag.

During the inspection, a shot
was fired. The bullet bounced and
injured two AAICLAS screeners:
Suman Kumari, whowas hitin the
thigh and legs, and Rohit Raj, who
was hurt on his hand and thumb.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

Pistol fires at airport
check in Varanasi...

Both were taken to New Laxmi Trauma Centre
and are now out of danger. Airport operations
continued as normal after the situation was
quickly handled.

After airport employee Sunil Kumar Singh filed
a complaint, police charged Rai under sections
125A and 125B of the IPC for causing hurt by neg-
ligence. He could face up to six months in jail or
a fine for simple hurt, and up to three years in
jail or a fine for grievous hurt. Rai is now being
questioned. Authorities also said officials may
suggest cancelling Ral's arms licence, which is
valid across India.

The injured screeners explained what happened:
one said Rai removed the magazine, checked the
pistol, and then pulled the trigger after saying it
was unloaded. Another said Rai showed the gun
was ‘unloaded’ by pulling the trigger, which
caused it to fire. The bullet did not hit anyone direct-
ly but bounced and caused the injuries.

BCAS and aviation rules require passengers to
inform airline counter staff or security ifthey have
firearms when entering the terminal. They are not
allowed to remove, unlock, or handle weapons in
general or check-in areas. These steps must
happen in a separate strong room.

Officials said Varanasi Airport does not have a
dedicated strong room, so inspections take
place in less private areas. The Ministry of Civil
Aviation said BCAS is checking if the right steps
for handling licensed weapons were followed.

The ministry said, “Appropriate action will be
taken based on the findings.”

Local police, including teams from Phulpur and
senior officers such as the DCP Gomti Zone,
visited the site and confirmed that Rai had
declared the weapon before the accidental firing
during pre-boarding checks with CISF and airline
staff. There are still questions about whether all
Standard Operating Procedures were followed,
especially the rule about unloading the magazine
near a busy counter area.

Since this happened during a time of heightened
security, there are greater concerns about any gaps
in the process that allowed a live round to
remain in the chamber during inspection.

Investigators are trying to find out exactly
what happened and if any mistakes led to the shot
being fired. Airport director Puneet Gupta said the
passenger had declared the firearm properly and
that the shot was fired during inspection. Both
injured staff members got medical attention
right away, and the situation was quickly brought
under control.
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2 airport staff
injured as flyer's
pistol misfires

Kamlesh Rai, 55, a resi-
dent of Ramgarh village in
Azamgarh district, arrived
at the airport with his wife,
Sushma, to board Air India
Express flight X180 to

ed before being sealed and
placed in the pilot's cabin.
During the process, the ma-
gazine was boing removed
when the trigger was alle-
godly pressed, causing the
weapon tndischarge.

»Cops seize gun, P 10

Cops seize gun
after firing at
Varanasi airport

" uman Kumari sustained a
bullet injury in her leg
v/ while Rohit Raj was in-
Jured inhis left thamb, Botharse
employed as security assist-
ants. Both were rushed to New
Laxmi Hospital in Harhme for
treatment, while the incident
cansd panic in the airport.
ACP. Gomti Zone, ACP Pin-
dra-Phulpur, SHO Rajiv Singh
and a police team reached the
airport. Officials inspectoed the
spot, and questioned airport se-
curity personnel. CISF de-
tained the passenger and in-
formed Phulpor police. The
firearm has been seized.
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Layers of safety

The Phuket incident is a test of India’s aviation
safeguards, not of one pilot or one component

HE AIR INDIA Phuket-Delhiincident should not be reduced to

eithera technical failure ora pilot’s positive drug test. The more

important question is whether the safety system was strong

enough toensure thatonefailure did notbecome a potential cat-
astrophe.On August4,the Airbus A3 20neo suddenly lostaround 300 feet
inaltitude, injuring 24 passengers and crewmembers.Airbus’preliminary
analysis indicated that hydraulic pressure was temporarily lost across all
three hydraulic systems,leaving key flight controls unresponsive for about
four seconds. A post-flight fault log also revealed nine warnings within
roughly a minute, involving hydraulic systems, flight controls, and the
autopilot. Separately,the captain tested positive formarijuanainaconfir-
matory test. There isnoestablished causal linkbetween the drugtest and
the altitude loss. But together, these developments underline the impor-
tance of multiple, independent layers of protection in an industry where
the margin forerror is small.

Aviation safety isbuilt on the assumption that machines can fail, people
can make mistakes,and circumstances can deteriorate unexpectedly.Avia-
tion relies on multiple safeguards,frombackup systems and crewoversight
to flight-control technology, maintenance protocols,and regulatorychecks.
The purpose is to ensure that a single failure does not cascade. The Phuket
incident is therefore about whether each barrier worked as it should. The
investigation must establish why safeguards failed, howwarningswerehan-
dled, whether procedures were followed,and whether pilot screening and
intervention were adequate.

That is particularly important because India's aviation industry is
expanding rapidly, withairlines addingaircraft,routes,and pilots.Insuch
anenvironment,safetycannotbecome acompliance exercise in which air-
lines simply meet the minimum requirement. Air India has responded by
ordering substancescreening forallits pilots,going beyond the regulatory
requirement for random testing ofa portion of flight crew. That is useful,
but thelargerissueiswhether safety systems should depend primarily on
random checks after an incident. Substance use, fatigue,and medication
involve bothsafety and individual privacy.Yet the cockpit isnotan ordinary
workplace.The res ponsibility placed on a pilot extends to hundreds of lives,
making robust disclosure, testing, and intervention mechanisms essen-
tial. The same principleappliesto aircraft systems; for instance, warnings
should trigger the right response and maintenance findings should be
acted upon before they recur.

The lesson from the Phuket episode, therefore, should not be that one
pilot failed or thatone aircraft component malfunctioned. It should be that
aviation safetyis onlyasstrong as the weakestlayerof protectioninthe chain.
Theinvestigation mustestablishthe technical sequence, the role of the crew,
the circumstances surrounding the drug test,and whether existing proce-
dures were followed. Airbus has called forinspections of the hydraulic sys-
tems, sensors,and wiring, while the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau
continues its probe.Theinitial description of the episode as turbulence also
underlines whyaccurate and transparent communication matters.AirIndia
needs to demonstrate thatitssafety cultureis notasetof manualsand audits
butasystem that can identifyrisks before theyreachthe cockpit. Passengers
donot expect airlines to operate without failures. They expect enough safe-
guards to ensure thatwhena machine fails, a pilot falters, or an unexpected
event occurs, theaircraft does not come close to becoming an accident. That
isthestandard bywhich thisincident should bejudged.
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N FLIGHT |
Airline says sorry to Tripura

i woman over ‘ill treatment’
to her autistic son by staff

PRASANTA MAZUMDAR @ Guwahati

me because my son was malk-
ing involuntary sounds, a be-

thedesignated THE Air India Express has is-  haviour associated with his au-
screeningared sued an apology to a Tripura tism but he was not violent,”
for completion woman over “inappropriate Sengupta wrote.
of thesecurity  treatment” reportedly meted “1 was told that the pilot
formalities out to her 30-year-old autistic might remove us from the air-
Civil aviation son by its two staff mem- craft, that fellow passengers
sty bers at the Maharaja Bir could ohject to our jour-
Bikram Airport in ney, and that | should
Agartala on Saturday give my son slegping
I“;:'dfl:“ Dr Ratnabali Ray medication,” she fur-
P 'l Sengupta had earlier ther wrote.
e brought the “deeply The airline respond-
Both personnel  distressing incident” to ed, saying, “Please accept
gotimmediate the airline’s notice. S8he our heartfelt apologies for
assistance. wrote that it occurred while  the inconvenience and emo-
andshiftedto  she was travelling to Kolkata tionaldistress vouexperienced.
Mew Lakshmi  with her husband, who is a Air India Express is committed
Trauma Center  heart patient, and their son. to treating all puests with dig:
in Varanasi for “Before security checking mnity, respect, and empathy, and
medical when ['was waiting, two airline  we regret that your experience
treatment. staff members reprimanded  did not reflect these values.”
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