T AaEas

AIRPORTS AU IHU!'-?F! Y OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHT 17 JHLY 20326

Chennai’s airport game
must take off post-haste

ndia’s haveseenadramatic make-  media); indeed, once considered a of the

over in almost all metro cities and several
ter-11towns, largely due to the entry of the
private secior into Infrastructure and
ement. Those who flew in the 1970s and
13805 may recall how decrepit airport infra-
structure made the risk of a beam or an entire
roof collapsing seem higher thanan afreraft-re-
lated incident. Even major airports had a tired
look and feel, a signamre of the Alrport Authaor-
Ity of India (AAT)'s management
Now, almost all metropolitan alrports —
Mumbai and the National Capital Region have
two each — have vastly improved facilities.
Chennal, however, remains a glaring
exception. In 2005-06, when the privatisation
of metropolitan airports was in full swing.
Tamil Nadu's DMK government of
the tme rejected privatisation and
forced the city to vield t another
below-the-mark AAI facility. I recall
attending the nauguration of two
AAI facilities — Dabolim (Goa) and

metropalitan airport pack, Kolkat airport fre-

quently threatens (o unseat [ southem cousin

in the rankings, thanks to the latier's stagnant
traffic growth and cancelled flights.

Tamil Nadu has paid a heavy price for the fail-
ure to expand — ministry sources say that over
the last several years, Chennai has lost valuable
American-West-Coast-bound daily traffic to
Bengaluru, Karnataka, where flyers are ferried
directly o the international terminal in brand
new cars, at nominal cost. Whether this is due o
better orwlider avallability of routes and
options {s not clear, but the fact remains that
traffic that would have earlier Down from Chen-
nal s now choosing Bengaluru,

Many airlines have withdrawn flights from
Chennal due o the alrport’s capacity
and Infrastructure bottlenecks. It
now risks losing the race 1o Benga-
luru and Hyderabad for no other
factor than its inability to compete.
The damage done by successive
administrations in Tamil Nadu and

Chennal — and documenting their Anjuli
pronounced inadequacies. their refusal to cede control s now
\ en route o Colombo from well-documented.

MOPA (Goa), via Chennai, | realised
that unless you have a private car
rmmgyuuatﬂmdmmﬂcmm
ages landing at Chennal alrportare forced
tahaulme-lrluggageam:lmen rideabuggyina
cramped area where they can hail an app-taxi
rideor pui:&jcum'nspm\LThJsis undoubtedly an
inconvenience to the lay fiyer since the majority
of the arrivals use publ o travel from
the airport to their destinations — it is worse
when they have to navigate the busy roads out-
side the alrport’s perimeter to board a bus,

One way to fix this is to allow taxis o meet fiy-
ers atithe exitand make those with private cars
and drivers tug their luggage and ride buggies.
One ts sure that this would make the AAL offi-
claldom find a way out of the present mess
quicker than one can imagine.

Flyers caomplain that the airport feels perma-
nently under-construction, owing to iis constant
need for renovation and upgrades. 1t lacks suffi-
clent seating, faces baggage carousel
detays, and experiences severe peak-hourgrid-
locks both within the airport and at the exit.
Thingsare not much befter on the airside, with
high usage of shuttle buses and trams on the tar-
mac due o low acrobridge availability. And

ing remains just as much a challenge on the
alrside as on the terminal side.

Notsurprisingly. Chennai has been slipping
In airport rankings (as recently reported in the

Bhargava

Expert projection that the airport,
as it exists today, will hit sauration by
2028-3032 should be a reasor for worry. The site
picked by the previows adminisoration for a new
alrport, at Parandur (70 km from the heart of
(Chennal), was rejected by the new dispensation
In power in Tamil Nadu, after the project was
opposed by local farmers and activists (the site
hosts many key wetlands).

It is now incumbent upon the new adminis-
tration to choose from two pathways out of the
meess: Identify a brand new sife within a reasona-
bie distance from the city, get all clearances, and
bid it out to a private player — ideally before
2032 (a Herculean task) — or reverse the rejec-
tion of the Parandur site, find ways to mollify the
farmers, facilitate solutions to environmental
concernsand get the project running ai the earfi-
est. A properly conceived and executed public
ransport linkage must accompany construc-
tion, given the distance from the city.

Meanwhile, the new chief minister could
send a team (Including AAT officials) to visit
Colombo alrport. Though it doesn't set any
groundbreaking standards, the govemment-run
and managed facility should inspire many ideas
on how 1o improve Tamil Nadu's airport game.

Anfuli Bhorgava writes on governanoe,
imfrastructure, and the sociol sactor.
The views expressed are persomal
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CCIjunks complaint
against DIAL over
security contracts

RUCHIEA CHITRAVARSHI
Parall, by

The Conzpetition Commiséan
off Il {OCT ) o Thrersafny cla-
el 0 complnint agaiinst Delhi
Intermadianal Abrpord Limsted
(DIAL) after Bndie oo =v-
e ol abose of donlnenee in
mvanding - securily  service
cantracts al the Tnkica Gandhi
Lnternalioaal Alrpon [IGLAL

The CCL closed thie cise at
the preliminany stage, dis-
muissing  aflsgations  that
AL awanded  securily
onlrocts 1o RAXA Security
Servites, a subsidisry ol the
GMR grodp, withost Tollow-
Ing & transparenl oompeti-
thve hiclding process.

“The Commmission desmsil
appropriate o nol inberfens
with the commercial
decisions made by
the entities in the
nonmal courss of
busimess unless the
Nt s Aty ot
oompetilive catcerm,”
the antitrisst wabchdog
il {n its onder.

The complaind was fikd
Iy Swinime Kartik Shamia, di-
rector of Galasy Secumty amd
Allied Services P Lid.
Sharma aflsged that DIAL de-
miel markel access o other
secinly service providers,
creatind a monopalistic en-
vironment, and violater] the
operation, managerment and
developtreil arrernel
IDMDOA} povernbng the dr-
ol concession.

Ater seeking a detailed ne-
spomise fromm DAL, the CCI
conclisded that the tender wis
awarded in compliance with
the provisions of QMO and
on an arrrs-leryith basis

“In a catena of Cuses, The
Commistion has  alnsdy
opined thst the procures poist
hine Fresdom o exercise ils
chatice Freely i the procicne-
memil of goods and services
Folloriving the b of the land”
the OC] order said.

While imineg e comm-

plaint, the OO notsd that
RANA was mianded the tender
Tor providding secusily servioes
at IGLA after adbeéring 1o a
competitive bidding process.
Om theallegtiom of selec-
tively awnnding tender to an
entity like RAXA, in which
GMR halcls w00 per cent share,
DAL told CCI during the pro-
ceedings that miiltiple parties
participated in the bidding
process anid hone of the
bidders were peloted pamtis
except RAMNA
In stated] that there B no -
striction under the D&MD for
pwarding conlmcls 1o "
It preisties™ of o coin-
pariles”, prrcrvidled =
prescriptions are followed.
DTAL sl thar (e allega-
tion aof stifling competition
il eieluching compit-
tows s tharouythly mis-
placed. ThE B
beciuse afl lendes
umdeéstnien by DIAL
in 2007, 3id, 200,
0¥ and 2035 [ollowed
a coempetitive bididing pro-
ces in ol complinnee with
the OMDA and applicable
Exrwa, with contmets awandedd
o an arm's-lergth hasis
An arms-lengdh basis inoa
vt e soeais thiat a1 T,
prices, and conditions are ne-
gotiated as i e parties are
completsly indepemdent and
uinnstaeyd [ eneires (e sgnee
il reflects Eabr imoericed valiie
withou! Evvourilisn, coercio,
or hidlden conficts of Dileres
profecting both sides fom
kel or e complications.
"B an the moberial
placed on recond by OEAL, the
Commission s of the view that
the allegations mzsed regnd-
g contrventiot of Section
i 2nMi) of the {Competition|
Act are el established " e
repguilstor said
Thet CCL also rejected alle-
gations of hid rigging under
Section 3, olserving Lhat the
indformant had placed o mo-
teriad on second indicstiig any
call ot
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Proposed site of the Warangal (Mamnoor) Airport.

2.

Centre set to meet
June 2028 target
for Warangal airport

MNARLAGIRI YADAGIRI | DC
WARANGAL, JULY 14

The Centre will invite ten-
ders within the next three
weeks for the construction of
the main terminal building
at the Warangal (Mamnoor)
alrport, Unfon eivil aviation
minister Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan Naido announced on
Tuesday, marking a major
milestone in the long-pend-
ing project.

he announcement fol-
lowed a meeting with Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy
in Delhi to review the pro-
ject's progress.

Addressing a joint press
conference, the two leaders
said the Centre and the state
government were working in
close comdination to ensure
the airport is inaugurated on
June 2, 2028,

Ram Mohan Naidu said the
terminal building would be
designed in the Kakatiya
architectural style, reflect-
ing the region's cultural and

historical heritage, He said
the Centre was expediting all
necessary procedures fo
keap the project on schedule,

The Union minister alleged
that the project had been
delayed during the previous
BRS government due to inad-
equate cooperation in land
acquisition and statutory
clearances.

He said the present siate
government had handed
over nearly 700 acres
required for the airport and
was extending full coopera-
tion for its execution.

Highlighting the Centre's
focus on strengthening avia-
tion infrastructure,

Naidu said that since the
NDA government assumed
office, more than %0 airporis
had been constructed or
upgraded across the country

He said the expansion of
aviation infrastructure was
an important part of Prime
Minister Marendra Modi's
vision of Viksit Bharat 2047,
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AFTER BELOW-PAR PERFORMANCE IN PHASE ONE...

Udan 2.0 Takes Flight, Switches
on Challenge Mode for Airports

Sky Maths

UDAN PHASE 1l FUNDING
VGF to airline  Airport
operators Development
TS er  F12150er
Operation &

Maintenance
25771

Rourtes
umrdad?-fq Y 669
Routes i
discontinued ) % v 327
Total
expenditure ‘#l[l,lﬁl.l ﬂ';
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Selection to be based
on strict, multiple
criteria for boosting
regional connectivity

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Strict eriteria will go-
crn airport selection in the

- second phase of @ scheme ai-

med at boosting regional connec-
tivitw This will be done through
the ‘challenge mode’, with (he pro-
posed airports getling seored on
miultiple criteria such as prosimi-
Ly Lo tourist spols, industrial cor-
ridors or major airports; infrast
ructure readiness such as runwa
¥& and terminal baildings: land
availability; and stale govern-
ment commitmen! o finaneial
contribution and offering sops
such as reduced taxation on jot fo-

el, showed a document of the revi-
sedd seheme reviewsd by ET.

The top 50 shortlists] airports
will he incorporaled in the next
phase of the Regional Connectivi
v Scheme,

The latest shift in the govern
ment’s stance follows realisation
of a below-par performance of the
first phase, with commercial
Mights discontinued on nedarly
half theroutes.

FFirst launched in 2007, the ambi-
oous Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik
{Udan) scheme was aimed at fuel-
linganationwide expansion of air
travel inone of the world’s fastest-
prowing aviation markets. Under
the seheme, the government caps
alrfares and bnlied, ol fers incanti-
vies, inelud ing subsidies, loallrael
airlines to less-traversed routes.

Thesecond phase, announced by
Prime Minister Narendra RModi
carlier this month, boosted the
outlay sixfold borss B0 erore,

Adequate Alreraft Rule »» 6

Adequate Aircraft Rule

w=From Page 1

There have boem learnings
from the first phase, where airli-
nes wole unable to commeno:
operations as airports weren’t
ready,” said & cover niment offici-
al. “There are also cases where
destinations never hecarme viab-
I and dropped off the network
as aooh as the subsidy poriod
wasover Henee, thenew schome
seds atrict atandards for alrport
selection so that only those with
chances of sustained air con-
nectivity are included.”

Several regional girports, de-
wieloped with government Tun-
ding, evenlually lurned ol
burdensome projects after airli-
nes ecased operations. Kushina-
gar Airport in Uttar Pradesh for
instance, developed at a cost of
Rsad4terore, has had nocommer-
cinl fiztits sinee S,

In the scheme’s second phiase,
the government has also manda-
Lol that roules will b awarded
only toairlines having adequats
aireralt, unlike previously, when
acarrier without an airoperator
permit was allowed to bid.

*lany smaller airlines bid tor

rou less beyond theiroperalional

capability, sometimes without
evenl receiving an operating
permil” said the ofTicial cidad
aAberve, “This Ted o routes that
wiere never slarted. Hanoe, we
hawe resmricted the cligibility
criterial”™

During the last bidding round
in 2024, an entity called Jeit-
wings Alrways, which had sub-
rruitted A plan to induct 42 aircraf
over five vears and was awarded
a dozen routes, cventoally never
commenecd cperations.

The govermment will also push
airports inmajor cities to alloca:
te landing and take-off slots to
smaller carriers, in the second
phase, atter repional airlines
Magged that operalions beeame
unviahle when they couldn'l ae-
e privatelywned metno qir-
parts. “Major gateway airports
like Delhi and Mumbai should
support regiohal carricrs for the
scherne to have full impact,” said
Manaj Chackao, MD and CEO of
Flval, which operates a six-air-
crafl fleet connecting Udan air-
parts such as Sindhodurg and
Jalgaon. “To develop a viabhe
network, it is important foe an
airline of my size to have commec
tivity with o major airport.”
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CCI Dismisses
Cases against
Jioand DIAL

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Competition
Commission of India (CCl) on
Thursday dismissed a complaint
against Reliance Jio Infocomm
and over 4,500 entities across
sectors, finding no prima facie
evidence of cartelisation or
abuse of dominant position.

The complaint covered com-
paniesinlogistics, telecom,
government e-marketplace
procurement, energy, steel,
cement, FMCG, healthcare, real
estate and other sectors.

Inaseparate order,
theCClalsocloseda
case allegingirregula-
ritiesinthetender

process adopted by Delhi
International Airport (DIAL) for
security services at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport,
saying the allegations remai-
ned unsubstantiated.

NO EVIDENCE AGAINST JIO, OTHERS
Inits order, the CCl said the
complainant had failed to pro-
vide any cogent material, docu-
mentary evidence, empirical
dataor contemporaneousre-
cords to substantiate the allega-
tions. Invoking the regulator's
jurisdiction without such eviden-
ce would amounttoa "roving
and fishing inquiry", it said.
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Private airports push
back on fee proposal

Aera plans to link passenger fee rise to completion of infrastructure

e
abnishek | s Ednemint.com
MEW DELHI

reclia s nbpgest poivate-sector airport

apeerantions are pushing back agalns

a regulatory proposal that would

dhebay when they can start chanzing

prtssiergers for new ferminals and
runways, wirning that the chamee coubd
squetie cash lows and complicate
financing for billions of rupees in
lanmed expanision,

GMIR Adrpoits, Akl Arport Hioldings
anel Fairfax-backed Bangalore Infema-
thonal Adeport Liel (BLAL) areamong the
operatorsobjecting tothe Alrports Eco-
ot Regulatory Authority of Indi's
{Aera) plan (o link passenger fee nemedases
fotheactual completion of infrastrocturne
ajeces, pather than allowing cost feoov-
ey once tariffsare approved, acconding
o nuitess el 6 July stabieholder meei-
g reviewed by it

The dispute, which [rst emenged
dluring Bengslunairpon stadTmevicew,
has escalated as Hyderabad airporn
undergoes its own tanfTdetermination
for the five years througeh fiscal vear
2030 (FY31), in which Hyderabad and
Bengalury alone plan more than
L2000 crore of combined capital
spreniding.

2

Airport executives argue the proposed framework could trigger sharp fee increases

Later in the tariff cycle and weaken investor confidence.

s, Mo Rao hack, grougs deputy
s dinector, GMVE, sale durng the
comstliatien mecting held on 6wy

T issuse b particuberly sl Acant e
GME-run Hyiderabad Intermational Air-
ot L (GHTALY, whdeh hae proposeda
1354 8-crone expansion rogranmme.

Nearly 80% of the investment is

BLOOMRBERD

[, Che sarme may initially e dmypke-
imeditedd onaly partially, such as throwgeh
2300 implementation. ™ Tesaid.

The proposal could lead to "tall
shock in the Lanter vears”™ with sipnifi-
cantly higher user development fiees A
higrhwer financing burden and *redoced
tar M predctalsbin” could affect interna

Alrport esicoutives e accruals, hesaid,
Apprevate Revenie managescightalrports in
Begquirement frameworl, Alports, Adani - THE dispute, which ~ HYDERABAD the country, bised its rea-
while well-intentioned, ArportHoldingsand  first emerged dunrng, airport is Endergoing sonlng on lmplementia-

: 3 BIAL are among the Bengalsrd airports  its own tanff deter- . e
could trigeer sharp fee  pparaynreobjecting — tarif? review, has minationforthe five  How, noting that airines
Inereases later inthetanfll  to Aera proposal escalated years through FY31 sell tickets several months
cycle, weaken investor Inadvanee.

condficdence and complicate

dedit et —concems echoed by len-
ders including ICKCT Bank, even as pas-
szt advocacy groups Dack the rogula-
toe'sunser- gy principle. " while E0GMER
Abrports) respects the undedyving ration-
ale of the: proposed wser-puy, its imple-
mentation in the existing regukaton
regdme preseitscentain practical challen-

scheduled for the latter hall of the five-
vear tarilT cyvele, between FY27 and
FY3l,

Thee afrport’s fnanee cliel, Anand
Humar P urged Acratoretain the exisi-
inge LarifT philosophy or infroduce the
framework only partially, *__since the
concept b being introdueed for the (s

“(So)any tarill revision
comseguient upon caplialisation of nufor
assiets shouled be initiated sulficienty in
achvinee..” Ashio Mackin, bivad-regula-
Lioney it Ackinmi Adrport. safdat the meeting
dated 6 July, as per the mimites
reviewsd by Mist.

Forant extended version of s story, go
fellvemint oo,
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Airports Bankra
Mosque wor-
shippers opt
for alt venues

KOLKATA: Residents of
Bankra, a neighbourhood off
Jessore Road near Kolkata
airport, have started offering
namaz at nearby mosques after
access to the historic Gauri-
pur Jame Masjid inside the
airport premises was stopped
last Friday.

Waorshippers are now using
the Jamia Islamia Madania
madrasa and the Bisharpara
mosque, both located close to
the airport. Locals said the air-
port mosque had served gener-
ations of families and continued
to remain their primary place of
worship even after the area was
relocated during airport expan-
sion in the 1950s.

Residents said daily atten-
dance at the mosque ranged
from around a dozen devotees
for the dawn prayer to 20-30
during afterncon and eve-
ning prayers. Friday congre-
gations typically drew more
than 100 worshippers, while
Eid prayers attracted over 200
people. During the early days
of Ramzan, around 300-350
people gathered for iftar before
evening prayers.

According to residents,
access restrictions gradually
increased after the CISF took
over airport security around
2000. Entry, which initially
required only a register at the
gate, later involved Aadhaar
verification before being lim-
ited to Bankra residents.

Locals also recalled that
a corridor connecting the
mosque was removed during
construction of an aircraft taxi-
way, after which shuttle buses
were introduced for devotees.

Residents said they have
cooperated with changing
security measures and hope the
issue can be resolved through
discussions while maintaining
airport security. MPOST
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AERA Calls For ‘Pay-After-Use’ Model B UDF At RGIA Highest In India

User fee relief for Hyd flyers as
AERA proposes new tariff norm

Sunny.Baski@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad:; Reeling under
rising airfares, passengers
fiving out of Hyderabad's Ra-
jiv Gandhi International Air-
port (RGLA) can at least stop
fretting over a further jump
in the User Development Fee
{UDF), which is already the
highest in the country at 700
for domestic flyers and #1,500
for international travellers.

The relief comes as the
Alirports Economic Regulato-
ry Authority (AERA)has pro-
posed anew tariff framework
that prevents the cost of ma-
jor expansion projects from
being passed on to passeng-
ers before the facilities beco-
meoperational.

The proposal assumes sig-
nificance as RGIA is set to in-
vest over 9,000 crore in two
key expansion projects, a
northern passenger termi-
nal with an annual capacity
of 20 million passengers and
a northern precinct airside
development, including a
new runway, taxiways and
aprons. Both projects are ex-
pected to be commissioned
only in 2029-30.

Under the existing tariff
mechanism, airports can fac-
tor in projected capital ex-
penditure while determining
tariffs for a five-vear control

_ PASSENGER TRAFFIC AT RGIA (n miLLIoNs) S
A 2083 [EF
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period, allowing user char-
ges to increase years before
passengers can actually use
thenew facilities,
Toaddressthis, AERA has
proposed adopting the User
Pay Principle’, under which
passengers, airlines and
ather airport users will pay
for major infrastructure only
after it is completed, commis-
sionedand madeavailable for
use. According to Airports

™ International

HYD NOW CONNECTED TO 100 DESTINATIONS
# RGIA's connectivity | ®Passenger | e Airport handled
expanded to 100 ‘ traffic 30.4 mn passengers
destinations at RGIA - during FY 2025-26
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Economic Regulatory Autho-
rity, charging users for in
frastructure that is yet to be-
come operational raises con-
cerns over fairness and cost
allocation. The regulator no-
ted that the International Ci-
vil Aviation Organization
(ICAD) also advocates that
airportchargesshould beara
reasonable relationship to
the facilities and services ac-
tually provided.

User Development Fee

2700 62

domestic
flyers

X1,500

for International
travellers

for

Concerns over delays

The authority has actual-
ly observed that, inseveral in-
stances, major capital expen-
diture projects projected for
commissioning within a
control period were subsequ-
ently delayed, rescheduled,
phaseddifferently, or, insome
cases, not executed at all.

“Suchdeviations between
projected and actual capitali-
sation can lead to a mismatch

between tariff recovery and
asset availability,” AERA
states. “As a result, airport
usersmay bearchargesbased
on investiments that have not
vet materialised, while the
airport operator may receive
revenue recovery in advance
of the corresponding asset
being put into use,” it further
said.

Why did AERA
propose ARR?
Toaddressthis, AERA has
proposed a new regulatory
mechanism called the Incre-
mental Annual Revenue Re-
quirement (ARR) approach
for large airport expansion
projects. Under this system,
the cost of major future in-
frastructure projects will not
be included while fixing air-
port tariffs at the beginning
of afive-yvear control period.
Instead, the regulator will
separately assess each high-
value project based on itsesti-
mated cost, financing plan
and construction schedule.
Airport charges will be revi-
sed only after a particular
project is completed, com-
missioned and opened for
use, allowing the airport ope-
rator to recover the invest-
ment only when passengers
begin benefiting from the
new infrastructure.
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Iri-weekly Abu Dhabi tlight puts
Navi Mum on int’l aviation map

Mahiyar.Patel
wilmesafindlecom

Abu Dhabi: At 2.65am (15T
Wednesday, Alrindia Express
Might IX 207 w0 Abu Disabi 11
ted off from Navi Mumbai In
fernational Alrport (NMILA),
becoming the first inter natio-
nal commercial Might o de
pari from the city's second
airport and formally laom
ching its overseas oporations

The historic departure
wis miarkisd by o cersmonial
sand-ofl, Thiee “Fallow Me™
vehleles escoried the elght
manth-obd Boeing 737 alroral)
inanarrowhem formation as
It dad o the rinway of the
seven-month-old afrport
Rack at the international tey
minal, ground stedff lined up
in o goard of honoor, wal
ching the afreraft accelomats
intothe night shy,

Shortly alter wheofl, Cagp
tatkn Shapoor Trand informed
passengers that (he alreral
wirildl pass over Elephanta
Caves and south Mumhbal be
o hesud ng across the Arab]-
an Sea. About one hour snd 40
milrites into thi Dight, It on
tered Muscat afrsparce boefore
descending into Abu Dhabi's
Zoywd International Alrport
ronghly ) minutes latar, The
Migha, with only a handful of
empty seats, landed at sround
4 15anm bocal Uime.

Fuor now, the thrice-weekly
AdrInidia Express service will
remaln BMIAS only interna-
tional route

Adrport alTleials sald no
additional overseas flights
are expected  before  Sept
“One intornational cirrier
hias booked slots beginning in
Sept. Other airlines, inely
ding IndiGo, have expressed
interest, bul ne additionnl
glots have been eonfirmed
yiel, " anadrport offleial sl

The lunch comes &t o ti-
mie of heightenad uncertain-
1 I Mididle East aviatlon af
ter the censefire between lran
and the USbacked eoalition
fell through just doys ago, re-
VIVIRG cONCETTE OVer Tagio
nind stability and nirfine ope
rationa, “Onee the regional 5
tuation stabilizes, we hopa
airlines will begin opernting
more services from this ik
port,” a senlor terminal offi-
elal said. “Alriines operate on
very thin margins, and stabl-
Nty willeneourage carriarst
wxpanil ”

The mirport is banking on
a entchment area extending
boyond the Mumbai Metrogo.
litan Region, "We expect 1o
draw international passeng
eranll the way from Pune. Sin-
e the Missing Link has beco
me operational, trovel time
Isetwesn Pune and Navi Mum
bl has reduced sigmificantly
makingthisairport anavirac
the alternative for oversois
travellers, " anairport official

UI:.!IUlndurr

avi Mumbal Intermational Airpart welcomes

its first internationad commercial Might fram
Abu Dhabi, For now, Air india Express senvice
will remain NMIAs only international route

Ll
Inside
NMIA has commissioned B8
comventional check-in coun-
tors and 22 self-servion kiosks
serving both domestic and in-
ternationslpassengers. Some

the  terminal,

facilities, however, are still
awalting regulatory  nppro-
vitls, “The smoking loungs |f~
pemding security appro

mn oirport officud said,

The passenger processing
soquence also differs from
Mumbai's international air-
port. At Novi Mumbal air
port, immigration formaliti-
es are completed before seo-
rity serevning. Officials said
passengers wishing o lenve
the alrport aller clearing tm-
migration because of an

omergency. o delayed flight or
any other reasan - would ha
e tofirst cancel thelr immig
ration clearance, o process
thnt eould tike several hours
The terminal's duty-fres
onstlel also pecorded (s Test
customers Anoilfield worker
became s inaugural shopper
alter purchasing choenlales
hetore boarding the flight



AIRPORTS AUT HORITY OF iNDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ASIAN AGH DELHI L alllLaE a6

Govt hikes export levy
on diesel, aviation fuel

Move follows surge in crude prices amid escalating US-Iran conflict

FC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JULY 16

» SAED on diesel exports has
been increased to 715.5 a

India has raised taxes on = Levy on ATF exports . % ]

exports of diesel and jet has been raised to litre from 28.5 a litre.

fuel or aviation turbine 714.5 per litre, # SAED on ATF exports has

fuel (ATF) effective Export d otrol been raised to 714.5 rEf litre

Thursday as global oil et & EX uty on petro from 27.5 per litre till July 15.

prices surged amid fur- T:‘:pﬂ““m E:? } :mje &;':‘{:-flfﬂp:rz |5I#]EH « Ministry says no

F.-’:; mﬂ.&m Or A 50 been increased : change in the existing = #L#
The windfall tax on diesel to ¥15.5. K ““ duty rates on petrol 3

exports has been Increased
to ¥15.5 per litre, while the
levy on ATF exports has
been ralsed to T14.5 per
litre. However, the export
duty on petrol has beon cut
t0 225 per litre from 4 per
litre, according to the
finance ministry

As per the ministry's
notification, the rate of
special additional excise
duty (SAED) on diesel

-

and diesel cleared for b
domestic consumption. e
» Windfall tax levied .J
to increase

domestic f
availability of the =
fuelamidthe =
war in West

Asia.

exports has been  litre,” the ministry said. imposed on petrol. The Ing exporters from taking
increased to 215.5 per litre The government had ministry said there was undue advantage of the
from 28.5 per litre, imposed an export dutyon  no change in the existing price differential created

Similarly, the SAED on
ATF exports has been
raised to T14.5 per litre
from ¥7.5 per litre applica-
bie till July 15.

“The export duty on
petrol has been cut to 2.5
per llwe, from T4 per

diesel and avitation
turbine fuel on March 27
amid escalating tensions
in West Asia and has
revised the rates every
fortnight since then.

Beginning May 16, an
export duaty was also

duty rates on petrol and
diesel cleared for domestic ol
consumption.
windfall tax was
imposed o increase domes-
tic availability of fisel amid
the conflict in West Asin. It
was also almed at prevent-

The

by the rise in global crude
Tices,

e move was intended
to ensure adequate domes-
tic avallability of petrole-
um products by discourag.
ing exports during the
West Asla crisis.
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Gowt hikes windfall tax
on export of diesel, ATF

Mew Dulhiz The government has
increased the windfall gains tax
on exports of diesel and ATF,
wihile lowering the levy on
petral for the fortnight
beginning July 16. The rate of
Special Additional Excise Duty
(SAED) on diesel exports has
beenincreased to ¥15.5 a litre
from 8.5 a litre. Similarly,
SAED on ATF exports has been
raised to ¥14.5 per litre from
T7.5 per litre till July 15
Howewver, the export duty on
petrol has been cut to ¥2.5 per
litre, from T4 per litre. n
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British Airways’ ground handling
receiptsare taxable in India: ITAT

ihhﬁr Sinha
Faw Dedhi

The Delhi Bench of the In-
come Tax Appeflate Tribunal
declined to give relicf to Brit-
ish Airways on tax benefits
under the Double Taxation
Avoidance Agreement
(DTAA) for BETVICES
provided to other airlines in
India

Experts opined that other
airlines from the UK will face
a similar ssue, while there
would be relicf for airlines
from Germany and the
Netherlands.

POOLING DISPUTE
The Bench highlighred that,
s per the contention of Brit-
ish Airways, the ground
handling and engineering
services rendered by it to
other airlines in [ndia are an-
cillary to the main activity of
operating aircraft in India,
and such ancillary services
fall under a pooling activiry,
Henece, the revenue gencr-
ated from rendering of such
services deserves the benefit
of the India-UK DTAAL

“We find that the sue
raised by the assessee in the
present appeal s o begacy is-
sue, the assesses was denled
treaty benefit on the revenue
generated from such pooling
setiviry for the first time in
AY 1996-97 and thereafter in
subsequent ASSEEEMENT

CAP ON RELIEF. Article B

interpretation limdts tax
exemption for UK airlines'
anciliary service revenues

years, the revenue has con-
sistently denied benefic of
Article 8 of the India-UK
DTAA on receipts from ren
dering of ground handling
and engineering services to
other airlines in Indla,” the
Bench said,

TREATY CONTRAST
Outlining that the assessec
hos tried to draw parity
berween s own case and
Dedhi HE decisions in KLM
Roval Dutch Airlines and
Lufthansa German Adrlines,
the bench specified that the
High Court had categorically
held that the provisions of
Artiche B of the DTAA are not
pari materia to the provi-
sions of Article 8 of the In-
dia-GermanyNetherlands
DTAA,

Further, it opined that itis
o well-accepted proposition

that OECD commentary is
not i binding precedent.

Sandeep Sehgal, Partner-
Tax at AKM Global, said this
correctly wnderscores that
treaty benefits under Arricle
& of the India-UK DTAA are
strictly confined to profits
from the operation of air-
craft in international traffic.
Unlike the India-Germany
and India-Netherlands treat-
ies, which contain an express
poohing clause, the UK treaty
is marrower. The Tribunal
has rightly distinguished the
Delhi High Court decisions
on KELM and Lufthansa on
this precise ground — the
High Court had observed
that the UK provision is not
paard e,

While airlines may wiew
ground-handling and engin-
eering services to other car-
ricrs as commercially ancil-
lary to their international
aperations, the plain lan-

of the India-UK DTAA
not  extend  the
exemplion,

“The issue having attained
finality in British Airwavs'
OWn cases since AY 199697,
the ruling reinforces that
treaty  Imterpremation  re-
mains text-driven and juris-
diction-specific, UK airlines
{and others with similarly
worded Article #) will con-
tinue to face Indian tax on
such receipts, while German
and Durch carriers enjoy a
broader shield,” Sehgal saad,
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Centre will explain its stance on
dynamic airfare pricing to SC

KEY REQUIREMENT. Aviation Minister says the framework is a global practice and is needed for connectivity

—
Cur Buraay
Rt Dl

The Centre will explain o
the Supreme Court that the
existing rules and regula-
tiona governing domestic
airfares are based on a dy-
mambc  pricing framewark,
which remaing essential for
the growth of the aviation
sector, said Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjarapa Ram Mo-
han Naidar,

Speaking on the sudelines
of an industry event here on
Thursday, the Minister said
that the Centre would
present its rariosale behind
permitting dynamic airfare
pricing before the apex
SO

The remarks come as the

Centre is preparing its re-

UNDER WATCH. The DGCA monitors alrfare trends and

rrquirrs arlimes to maintain transparency mine

aponse before the apex court
in a matter relating to regula-
tion of airline ticket prices.
Acoording to the Minkster,
dynamic pricing is an inter-
nationally-acoepted practice

and i3 necessary for expand-
img aviation connectivicy,
“Aviation is an industry
that we are moving forward
with the help of dynamic fare
pricing because it is an inter-

national ice.  Ewvery-
wiheere it huﬁnx thar if we
want o move forward with
avigtion oOr ConDectivity,
then we should provide the

mic pricing facility @
the airlines, which we are ex
tending in India as well,” he
said.

ACCEFTARLE LEVELS
However, Naidu said the
Ministey of Civil Aviation in
tervenes whenever it finds
that airfares are rising bey-
ond acceptable levels or
where instances of predatory
pricingare noticed.

Besides, the Minister cited
instances such as the Pahal-
gam situation, the IndiGo
operational disruption and
the Kumbh Mela, where the
government stepped in o
regulate fares.

“Whether it is in relation
1o Pahalgam, or in relation to
IndiGio crisis, or in relation
to Kumbh, whenever we feel
thar predatory pricing is kap-
pening, then we have put a
restriction that this pricing
5i1|::l|-1]|i be regulared,” Naidu
s

RETAINING PRICING
Currently, airlines continue
o determine fares under the
prevalling dymamie pricing
framework. The Directorute
General of Civil Aviation
[DGCA)Y aleo monitors air-
fare trends and requires air-
lines to maintain transpar
ency in fare display.

The minister, however, re-
iterated that retaining o dy
namie pricing framework re-
mains |mportant for the
aviarion secror.
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Foreign airlines bolster premium offerings

lm-lh Phadnis
Mumbai

International airlines are in-
creasing their premium of-
ferlig on India rFoutes on the
back of high demand for
businessand first-class seats,

Lufthang began deploy-
ing Airbus A3R0 aircraft on
Munich-Mumbai route kast
week., From  October 25,
Emirates will operate an
A380 aircraft from Delhi to
Dubal.

The AZRD aircraft of both
these airlines have premium
dense configurations which
means these have more busi-
ness and frst-class  sears
Tha.n Alrbus A350 or Bocing

“Wr: re aeeing very strong
demand across India, partic-
ularly for premium travel,
and the deployment of the

AZB0 allows us to respond 1o
that demand with signific-
antly preater prémium capa-
ey,

The aircraft offers more
business class and premium
economy seatd, while also re-
introducing Lufthanea's
first-class onm the Mumbai
route. This gives customers
travelling between India and
Europe even more choice,
complementing  the daily
first-class offering  already
mvaikabbe on Swiss seTvices to
.‘f'lllmb.:i:," sald Kevinn Mar-
kette, Lafthansa  Group
Senior Director - Regional
Sales South Asia

STRONG DEMAND
Markette said the A330 will
be flown to Mumbad in the
summer schedule and ks de-
ployment reflects strong de-
mand between India and
Europe.

Other carriers too are tap-
piig the opportunity with

Swiss oper. a second
duity to Delhi till the end of
Oetober and Britlsh Alrways
increasing  frequencies on
Drelhi and Bengaluru roates.
These moves come amid
increased competition and
changes in traffic flows fol-
lowing tensions in West Asin.
Alr Indin is upping its game
by deploving s latest in-

fkght products o Frankfure,
London and Tokyo.

Several povernments had
Iastied rravel advisordes ask-
ing their citizens to avoid
travelling to the West Asia
rejron.

These had an had impact
on transit flows via hubs
such oz Dubal or Dola, bene-
fitting the Ewropean girlines.
The situation is slowly im-
PROVIRE i,

A source said Emirates s
seeing  bip demand  for
premium and business clags
seats  on Delhi  routes
prompting it to deploy the
A3H0 service from October,

The Emirates AXB0 has up
tosix extra first-class and up
to 26 more business class
sents than its Boeing 7775

PFREMIUM TRAVEL
The deployment of large
premium aircraft such as

AZBO0 on key Indea routes re-
flect airiines” confidence in
sustained  demand  for
predluim travel from India,
said Indiver Rastogi, Presid-
ent and Group Head —
Global  Business Travel,
Thomas Cook (India) and
SOTC Travel

FOCM Travel's Mandglig
Director Sunny Sodhi said
the firm has =een doubbe-di-
git vear om year growth in
business and first-class
transactions on India routes
led by MNCs,

“Demand via Gulf hubs
declined sharply following
the govesnment advisories
but has graduslly recovered
az girlines restored capacity
to arpund W0 per cent of the
previous levels,” he said,

“Yet many corporates con-
tinue to take a wait and
watch approach to travel vin
Gulf carrbers,” Sodhi added.
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‘Modified UDAN unlocks next phase of growth’

—
Rahit Vald
Hew Dethi

The Centre designed the
Modified UDAN  scheme
after incorporating feedback
received over the past dec-
ade, moving beyond o mere
extension of the existing

FOgTAmme ©»  create a

roader framework aimed at
accelerating  reglonal  avi-
ation growth, said Civil Avi-
ation  Minister Kinjarapu
Ram Mohan Naidu.

5 ing at sn UDAN
wrmipnﬁere on Thursday,
the Minister sald the new
scheme secks to unlock the
next phase of regional avi-
atlon growth on the back of
the strong foundation kaid
over the past decade through

the expansion of airport in-
frastructure as well as ln-
proved connectivity.

Accordingly, Naidu sald
the Centre has earmarked
tiearle T29,000 crore over the
next 10 years under the Mod-
ificd UDAN scheme, which
was launched by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on July
4 from Jodhpur.

NEW FRAMEWDRE
Under the new framework,
the eligibility threshold for
an airport o be classified as
underserved has been re-
lnxed from fewer than seven
weekly flights 1o 14 or fewer
weekly flights.

For priorty regions, in-
cluding the Nomheast and
hilly States, the threshold
bas been tncreased o 21

Union Crel Aviatson Mmister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Maidu

weekly flights, enabling a lar-
ger number of rowtes to qual-
1 for vinbility gap funding
{VGF) support. The Centre
has also extended VGF sup-
port for airlines from three
vears o five vears under a
tapered funding structure.
T the mew framework, air-

lines will receive 100 per
cent support dusing the first
two vears, followed by 75 per
cent in the third vear, 50 per
cent in the foarth vear and 25
per ¢ent in the fith vear to
improve the long-term sus-
tainability of regional routes.

NEXT DECADE
Besides, the Minister said
the povernment plans to de-
velop 100 alrports over the
next decade and is workl
with states under a cha
lenge-mode approach to ac-
celerate airport infrastruc-
ture development

He added thar all Seages
and Union Territorics parti-
cipated in consultations on
the revised scheme,

Furthermore, the expan-
ded propramme envisapes

the development of 100 air-
ports and 200 heliports while
promoting indigenous man-
ufacturing through the pro-
curement of two Hindus-
tan-228 Dornier aireraft for
Alliance Alr and two heli-
copacrs for Pawan Hans.

According to Naidu, the
Inltlarive will strengthen the
domestic maintenance, re-
pair and overhoul (MRO?
ecosystem while supporting
the government’s Make in
India and Astmanirbhar
Bharat inltharives. In addi-
tion, the Minister =aid the
Centre will, for the first time,
provide  operational  and
MAINCeNANCe SUpPOTT to air-
ports in tier-2 and tier-3 cit-
tes that are unable o araln
financial viability because of
low passenger trafic,
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Centre raises diesel, ATF export levies
by X7 per litre; cuts duty on petrol

SALIRAY AMAND
Hew Delhi, July 164

THE CEMTRE HAS raised
export taxesondiess] and avia
thon turbimse fuel (ATF) by €7 per
litre-each from July 16, tighten
lng curbs on overseas sales as
escalating US-fran tensions
and dismupthon s amund the
Strait of Hormuz push global
energy prices higher.

The Special Add igional
Excise Duty on diesel exports
has been increased by 8 2% to
1550 a litre from TE.50,
while the levy on ATF has
jumped 93% to ¥ 14.50 fom
£7.50 acc L'-I:-L“lI.H toa fimanos
ministry notific tion. Fetrol
axporiers receved reliefwitha
dutycutof 37.5% to ¥2.50a
litre from 4.

The revised mtes, effective

for the fortnight beginning July

TIGHTENED CURBS

mThe Special Additional
Excise Duty on diesel exports
has been increased by

L

Iitre from 28,50

mThe levyon
ATFhas

to® 14,50 from
E7.50

la,markthe povernment'siat
(151 dil.l.'ll]l]! o relain more
transport and aviation fuels in
the domestie markst while
mtemational prices and refin
Ing margins remain devated.
The Centre first imposed
export duties on diesel and ATF

mPetrol enpotten
received reliefwith

jumpad QT 8L B :I.thf_ut al

9% to 250
alitre from 4

o The revised
rates will be
effective for

the fartnight
beginning July 14

on March 27 after the West
Asla condliot escalated and has
mvicwed the levies cvery fort
night. Petrol sxports were
brought under the windfall
tax framework from May 16
The government clanfed
that duties on petrol and diese]

deared for domestic consump
tion  remain  unchanged,
ensuring that the latest revi
smnapphes onlytoexport con-
sienments

The sharp Inerease makes
diesel and ATF exportssubstan
tially less attractive for refiners,
strengthening the incentive to
supply the domestle market.
The move & intended to pre
ventexporters from benefiting
disproportionately from the
gap between domestic and
mternational prices after the
surge in global crude and
product rates,

The comtrasting reduction
in the petrol levy reflects a
product-specific  approach
rather than a unlform restric-
tion on fuel exports. While
diesel and ATF facea ¥7-a-ditre
merease, the p:‘rrn! ity has
been lowered by $1.50,
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AFTERE195-E2 AIRCRAFT CERTIFIED FOR INDIAOPS

Embraer in talks for
Alliance Air order

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, july 14

BRAZHIAMN AIRCRAFTHAKER
Embmer kin alkswith the gov
emment -ovnedAllmnceAir for
apotential airoaftomderas the
regional  carrler  evaluates
options to strengthen its flect,
sotirees told FEABance Alrcus-
rontly opemtes 1EATR 72 tur
bogsmoges,a mugorty ol which ae
E_'rrurnrlw!{!urtm.'n'rnu\ S

While details of a potential
mrderwith Embmaer are not yet
available, the aldine is evahsat-
ing aircraft fmmthe E175 fam
[y as wadl as thelaper E195-E2
forits operat lons, sowees said,
adding that disoussions are at a
mascent stage.

The Directomte General of
Ciwil Aviation (DGCA) recently
certified the Embmer E195-E1
for opemtions intndia, allowing
thecompany to forma ly pummue
alrlines in one of the wodd's
fastest- growingaviation mar
kets This alsohelpe regional als-
lines to start their opemtions
witha slightlylarger Embraer
arcraff rather than with a tur-
boprop which was one of the
ondy Il‘wu[.l s eardier

Embmer sstimates a poten
tial market for 500 alrerafit in
Indiaover thenext decade asair
lime s eepiand besrond met ros and

FLY HIGH

m Embraar
estrmatesa
potential
market for

500 aircratt

in bndia over
the next

sEmbraer says E195-E2 aircraft’s
cost per seat is compamble to
larger narow-body aireralft

and trip costis 25

lower

Imprrre connectivity to sialler
dties TheE -I.'.-ll':a:lll.l]fl.unjllll;a-
tion allows us to cater to futum
demand fomboth exestingale-
lines and possible new entrants
that may look at smmall namow
bodyairomit to start operations
The E175 s already flying in
India, and we are hopeful of
securing further E-Jet orders
soon,” its spokesperson said,
While dedlining to comment
on dhsumsions withspecificcus-
tomers, inchding Stardir, which
has publichy expressed interest
inacquiring upto 20 E2X ainadft,
Embiraer said it wengagingwith
major and regional aidines as
well as potent lal newsntrants,
The manufacturer sces
reglonal |ets complementing

axdsting narmw- body fleets by
Lmpmving confiec vty to sec-
ond- and third-tier citics, par
ticulardy on routesw here Langer
jets can only suppaort low fre
quences and turboprops lack
the range. Embraer said the
E195-EX alsofits into the gov-
ernment’s U DAN regional con
nectivity fmmework.

Theaimmft’scost perscat is
com parable to larger narmow
bocly aireraft, whileits tripoost
i= 2 5% lower, making thinner
routes and higher frequencies
miore comumercially viable The
discussions comeas the Arazil
lan manufacturer bets on
undemerved regional markets
todrive India’s next phase of
aviation growth.
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Made in India aircraft

The country is making encouraging progress
on smaller, regional aircraft projects

HE POSSIBILITIES OF assembling a civilian passenger aircraft in

the countryare a policy priority of the National Democratic Alliance

regime. Last month, the first Made in India Airbus C295 military

transportaircraft hada successful maiden test flight fromthe final
assemblyline in Vadodara, Gujarat. In end-October 2022 atthe foundation
ceremony of this manufacturing facility, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
stated that India would soon be manufacturing big passenger aircraft
proudlybearingthewords“Made in India”. Onthe dvilian aviation front, this
ambitionremainsaspirational. However,discernible progress on helicopters
and smaller passenger aircraft projects can boost prospects of the Ude Desh
ka Aam Nagrik (Udan) scheme that provides connectivity to smaller cities.
Besides the C295, Airbus and the Tata Group have inaugurated the final
assemblyline for H125 helicopters thatcan bridge the last mile for regional
connectivity.

Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu indicated “encour-
aging progress” in smalleraircraft projects in a media interview. Brazilian
aerospace major Embraer and Adani Defence & Aerospace have exchanged
an enhanced Memorandum of Understanding to establish afinal assembly
line forthe E175 regional jetwith a target to roll out the first plane by 2028.
India isexpected torequireatleast 500 aircraftinthe 80-146 seatsegments
over the next 20 years. Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) has partnerships,
including collaborating with the Russian company, United Aircraft Corpo-
ration, to manufacture the 87-108 seat regional jet, 5]-100. HAL has also
conducted thetest flight of the civilian helicopter, Dhruv NG.The Council of
Scientificand Industrial Research-National AerospaceLaboratorieshascom-
pleted the design of the 19-seater Saras MK II — the test flight of which is
scheduled forthelast quarter of FY28.

These regionalaircraft projects are bound to strengthen Udan if there is
a betteralignmentbetween the economics of the aviation businessand the
imperatives of regional connectivity. Unfortunately,there are serious struc-
tural issues as only 7-10% of the Udan routes remain viable once viability
gap funding is ended. This funding incentivises private airlines to provide
affordable air travel to hitherto unconnected airports in smallercities. To
make it work better, the government enhanced outlays and shifted toa
broaderaviation infrastructure programme of airport development, opera-
tions,and maintenance, including indigenous aircraft acquisition. But the
modified Udan still does not resolve demand-side and cost challenges.
Smalleraircraft typically have higher per-seat costs andlimited tolerance for
low load factors. Resolving the economics of this issue is essential for the
induction of smaller regional aircraft.

But the higherlevel of policy ambition on bigger passenger aircraft will
take more time to bear fruit. Despite record orders for passenger aircraft
fromdomesticairlines,Airbus and Boeing have resisted policy pressures for
finalassembly lines citing the critical massof their investments in engine-
ering,supplychain,and maintenance inthe country.Persuading themto set
up shop inIndianeeds much greaterstrategicintent. Ifthe C295and H1 25
helicopter dealsare taken as exemplars, there is awarrant to similarly
reconfigure the historic fleet orders by domestic airlines to ensure that a
certain proportion are finally assembled here. Otherwise, there is no deal.
But if we have todo itindigenously, making a big passenger aircraft will take
more than a decade and substantial resources as China incurred with the
single-aisle C919.
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NMIA goes global with

first Abu Dhabi flight

An Air India Express flight from Abu Dhabi arrived at the Navi

Mumbai International Airport on Wednesday.

G. Mohiuddin Jeddy

letters@hindustantimes.com

NAVI MUMBAI: Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA) on
Wednesday began scheduled
international operations, with
Air India Express launching the
airport’s first overseas route
with direct flights to Abu Dhabi.

The inaugural Air India
Express flight, IX208 from Abu
Dhabi, landed at 10.20am and
was welcomed with a traditional
water cannon salute. The airline
will operate the service three
times a week.

BACHCHAN KUMAR/HT

The international launch
comes less than seven months
after NMIA opened for domestic
operations on December 25,
2025. Airport authorities said
Abu Dhabi is the first of several
international destinations
planned as NMIA expands its
airline partnerships and route
network in the coming months.

“The launch of our first sched-
uled international flight marks
the beginning of a new phase in
Navi Mumbai International Air-
port’s journey,” said Arun Ban-
sal, chief executive officer of
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd.
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AIR India is on cloud nine. Tt
recently flew in a male Rott-

weiler, 4, named Cloud, from
Melbourne to New Delhi, mak-
ing him the first pet to take an
ultra long-haul
Indian passenger
flight in recent .E
times.

Ultra long-haul
flights refer to journeys with a
travel time of more than 10
hours. While airlines permit
pets in domestic flights and
short international flights in-
side the cabin as well as the

PRESS
CLUSIVE

After years, ultra long-haul Air India plane flies in a pet

IndiGo does not permit pets on long-haul flights

“Air India vsed to ferry pets by ultra long-haul many years ago. It was
discontinued much befare the Tata Group took over the airline. Since,
we had to restart after a long gap. all the clearances had to be
ohtained afresh.” another airline source said. IndiGo at present does
not permit pets on long-haul flights while Air India Express, Spicelet
and Akasa Air do not operate ultra long-haul flights

cargo hold
(plane bhelly).
only Air India
has the permit
to transport
cats and dogs on

such long journeys.

An Alr India
souree said, “The
pet parent is relo-
cating perma-
nently from Aus-
tralia to India and was very
particular about taking his dog
back home. Both flew by Al 309
and Cloud, {(weighing 56 kg)
had a smooth journey in his pet
carriage in the cargo hold for

nearly 12 hours. Water was
placed in it for him. To calm
him down during the trip, a
mild medication was given
which was not a sedative.”

The airine had been working
to get pet clearances both in In-
dia and abroad for more than a
vear, he added. Air India oper-
ates long haul flights to the US,
Australia and Canada. *We had
to pet the consent from the stake-
holders and regulatory agencies

of these international airports.
We also had to get the nod from
airport operators in India as
well as regulatory agencies like
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation, the Bureau of Civil
Awviation and the Central Indus-
trial Security Force.”

Adrports too need to have a

pet-friendly Infrastructure.
“Flyers with pets arrive a few
hours ahead of other passen-
gers, The airport needs to be
equipped with infrastructure to
house the pets and attend to
their needs until the start of the
journey. Dethi airport has these
facilities already,” he added.
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May saw highest domestic monthly
traffic of 1.5 crore flyers, says minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

LAUDING the resilience shown
by India’s aviation sector de-
spite the raging global tensions,
Union Civil Aviation Minister
Rammohan Naidu on Thurs-
day pointed out that India re-
corded its best ever domestic
passenger growth in May 2026,
The minister released the
UDAN Scheme document at a
workshop on its next phase at
Vigvan Bhawan in Delhi.

In his kevnote address, Naidu
gaid, “Even when the world was
going through geopolitical ten-
sions, we have been recording
about five lakh domestic pas-
sengers every day In fact, in the
month of May, India recorded
its highest ever monthly do
mestic air traffic serving over
1.5 crore passengers!

MNaidu pointed out that in
2001, India had 65 airports. “By
2014, the number increased to
74 airports—which works out
to 9 airports added in 13 vears.

And in the last 12 years, we
have added 90 airports!
From 9 to 90!

He added that 55 unutilised
and unserved airstrips have
been revived and converted
Into operational awrports!

Citing instances of the suec-
cess registered by UDAN, the
Mimister said, “Earlier people
from Darbhanga had to travel
150 km just to catch a flight.
And today, Darbhanga’s Shahi
litchi is reaching global mar-
kets like Dubai. Then Kis-
hangarh is one more success
story. Before the airport came
up in 2017, the marble industry
was stranded. But now, there is

‘From 9 to 900"

MNaidu pointed out that in 2001,
India had 65 airports. "By 2014,
the number increased to 74
girports—which works out to 9
airports added in 13 years. And in
the last 12 years, we have added
90 airports! From 8 to 901"

direct connectivity for exports
as well as 2 crore pilgrims
reaching Pushkar Temple &
Ajmer Dargah annually. Kes-
hod, Deogarh, Jharsuguda,
Nanded, there are so many
UDAN success stories’.

Minister of State for Civil
Aviation, Murlidhar Mohol, re-
affirmed the Government's
commitment to making air
travel affordable and accessible
for citizens across the country,
particularly in Tier-Il, Tier-1i1
and remote locations.

A digital exhibition on UDAN
showeasing the achievements
of the scheme across the coun-
try was inaugurated.
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Air India ranks among top 5 most
on-time global airlines:

Gurugrane Air India bas been ranked the 4th most
on-time airline in the world in June 2026 by aviation
analytics frm Cirum, underscoring the airline's continued
focus on operational reliability and schedule integrity.
Apcording to Cirium's June 2026 On-Time Performance
report, Air India recorded an on-time arrval rate of 8685
per cent across 15135 [lights tracked during the month. The
airling also posted anon-time departure rate ol 86.23 per
cent and a completion factor of 99.7 per cent meaning
virtually all scheduled Mights operated as planned. The
mnkm]., reflects Adr Indias sustained investmentsin
eperational resiience, improved network planning, and
enhanced execution across its domestic and international
P fe
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DGCA opposes
Al crash cause
disclosure

OLUR BLUREAL

used for purposss of attribu-

New Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on Wednesday op-
posed in the Supreme Court
the public disclosure of
fact-finding repaorts on the Alr
India fight crash that Ellled
260 people tn Ahmedabad on
June 12, 2025,

The avtation regulator has
cited the Convention on Inter-
natlonal Civil Aviation, 1044,
also known as the “Chlcago
Convention”, besides the Afr-
craft Accldents Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) Rules, 2025, to
support 1ts objection.

The THZCA has filed the
counter-affidavit In response
to three petitions seekinganin-
dependent probe inm the crash
of the London-bound Boelng
78T Dreamliner, & regulatory
mechanism to prevent such ac-
ehlents And paequa compen-
satlon for the deceased.

Acronding to the DGCA af-
fickavlt, the AATB rofes contaln
critteal and mandatory safe-
guards with regard to confl-
dentiality and integrity of the
Investlgatve material. Under
Hule 17(1), some categories of
records cannot be disclosed
fior purposes othar than inves-
Hgation of the accident or inci-
dent, except where the Contre
determines the disclosures
outweligh “the adverse domes-
tic and tnternational tmpact
on that investigation or any
future investigation”, 1t sald.

The confidential informa-
ton exempt from disclosure
includes “stalements of per-
sons taken during investiga-
tlon; all communication be-
tween persons having been in-
volved in the operation of the
alrcrafl medical or private in.
formation regarding persons
involved in the accident or in-
cldent; cockplt volce recording
and transeripts from such re-
cordings: recordings and tran-
scriptions of recordings from
alr traffic eontrol unlts; cck-
pit atrborme image recordings
and part of transcripts from
such recordings and opinions
axpressed in the analysis of
Information, Inchuding filght
racorder IRfoTmation ™

“Rule 17(3) provides that
the findl report shall not dis-
cloge the names of the parsons
nvolved in the aceident or
Incident, reflecting the legls-
latmre's conslderad intent that
thenvestigation Process 15 nat

ton or blame. The framework
is a complete code. No room
for parallel nvestigatorn,” the
affidavit assertad.

It was submnitted thatthein-
vesiigating agency comprised
representatives from more
than one country and probes
wers conducted at varioes lev-
els indifferent countries.

“The system of investiga-
ton is fair and transparent.
It Involves all stakeholders,
Including representatives of
countries whose nationals
unfortunately died in the alr
crash. Investigation belng
conducted In accordance with
the Chicago Convention and
ANTE rules,” it sabd.

The affldavit submitted
that an Investlgation of a
cIvil alreraft aceldent by s
VETY nature was an Intensely
technleal, selentlfic and spa-
clalised Alseipling, requiring
expertise In asronautlcal en-
glneering, power plant tech-
nology, avianies, filght data re-
corler analysis, cockplt vilee
recorder nterpratations and
human factors psychalogy.

According to the DGCA,
the draft final report will be
shared With the operator and
manufacturer of the crashed
atrcraft and the country in-
vestigating the accident. The
draft report 1s expectad to be
fnalised by October and will
be subjecied to further eval-
uation before a final report is
released within 60 days, the
regulator satd

1t sald the crash, which in-
volved 241 fatalities on board
and cltizens of multiple coun-
tries, was more complex and
required a detailed investga-
tton. Theobjectiveof the lnves-
(g tion is to prevent accidents
and not to apporton blame or
lnabitiey, 1tadded,

The writ petitions secking
compensatlon mechanlsms,
regulatory reforms and crim-
Inal prosecution fall ouiside
the scope and purpose of the
probe under the AATE rules,
the affidavit sild.

“_ Media speculation and
narrative attributing blame-
warthiness bo the pikots have re-
Eretably caitsed sOms Witnsss-
es 0 become restrictive and
non-responsive, which [s pre-
cisely the kind of prejurdice to
the Investigatlon that the con-
fdentiallty protections under
Hule 17 of the AATR Rules are
feslgniad fo rvtect” thadied



	HT-ND-17 JUL.JPG
	AU DL 17JUL2026.JPG
	BS DL 17JULY2026.jpg
	DBU DL 17JUL2026.JPG
	DC-HYD-15 JUL.JPG
	ET DL 17JULY2026.jpg
	ET DL 17JULY2026A.jpeg
	HH DL 17JUL2026.JPG
	JS DL 17JUL2026.JPG
	MINT DL 17JULY2026.jpg
	MP-KOL-16 JUL.JPG
	TOI-HYD-16 JUL.JPG
	TOI-MUM-16 JUL.JPG
	AA DL 17JUL2026.JPG
	BL DL 17JULY2026.JPG
	BL DL 17JULY2026A.JPG
	BL DL 17JULY2026B.JPG
	BL DL 17JULY2026C.JPG
	BL DL 17JULY2026D.JPG
	DBU DL 17JUL2026.JPG
	FE DL 17JULY2026.JPG
	FE DL 17JULY2026A.JPG
	FE DL 17JULY2026B.jpg
	HB DL 17JUL2026.jpg
	HT-MUM-16 JUL.JPG
	LS DL 17JUL2026.JPG
	MS DL 17JUL2026.JPG
	MS DL 17JUL2026A.JPG
	PK DL 17JUL2026.JPG
	ST DL 17JUL2026.JPG
	TG-KOL-16 JUL.JPG

