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SENIORAIRPORTOFFICIALS,
AIRLINE PERSONNEL,
STAKEHOLDER
REPRESENTATIVES, AND
MEMBERS OFTHE AIRPORT
COMMUNITY PARTICIPATED
INTHE CELEBRATIONS.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkete, 15 Jume

Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose
International Alrport (NSCBI),
Kolkata, on Monday
celebrated Yatrl Suvidha
Diwas with a host of
passenger-centricactivities
almed at enhancing traveller
experience, promoting
environmental awareness,
and recognising the
caontributions of airport
personnel and stakeholders.

Thedw-long prosramme
was inaugurated In the
presence of Vikram Singh,
airport Director, NSCEI
Abrport. Kiolkato and Hargovind
Meena, Regional Executive
Director (Eastem Reglon),
Alrports Authority of India
(A Senior airport officials,
representatives of stakeholder
organisations, airline persooned
and other members of the
alrport community also
attended the event. As part
ofthe celebrations, arrivine
passengers were greeted
with traditional “tka” and
rose buds, creating a warm
and welcoming atmosphere
at the alrport.

In a move o encourage
ernironmentaloonscdousness,
saplings were distributed
among passengers under
the campalgn theme “Ek
Pad Maa Ke Naam”, which
promotes tree plantation
and sustainable practices.
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Terminal 2 of LGBI Airport
figures in Prix Versailles list

World s Most Beautiful Alrpcrts Llst 2026

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATT, June 15: Adding another
feather to its cap, Terminal 2 of Lokapriya
Gopinath Bordolo International Airport,
Guwahati (LGBIA), run by Adani Airport
Holdings Limited (AAHL), has earned a
place m the World's Most Beautiful Air-
ports List 2026.

This recogmtion comes to Terminal
2 from Prix Versailles, one of the
world's most renowned architecture
and design awards. Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport (NMIA) — also under
AAHL — has been bestowed with the
same honour.

The recognition acknowledges design,
sustainability, and passenger-centric plan-
ning.

The architectural language of the airport’s
Terminal 2 1s guded by the biophilic ele-
gance of the ‘Bamboo Orchud’, honouring
the region’s rich biodiversity through a hagh-
ly functional, sustamable envelope. LGBIA
1s anchored at the vibrant intersection of
South & Southeast Asia and serves as a
monumental gateway to Northeast India—
a region globally celebrated for its breath-
taking ecological diversity and vibrant -
digenous heritage.

# SEE PAGE 2

Terminal 2 ...

(Contd from page 1)

Prix Versailles is a distin-
guished annual global award
in architecture and design,
presented at UNESCO
Headquarters in Paris since
2015. It awards both newly
launched airports and termi-
nals for their contemporary
creations that embody a
rare synthesis of distinctive
architecture, reflecting how
airports are moving beyond
conventional design to offer
a richer and more harmoni-
ous vision of the world.

Along with LGBIA and
NMIA, five other interna-
tional airports, including
Guangzhou, China; Frankfurt
am Main, Germany; Kandal
Stueng, Cambodia; Pitts-
burgh, United States; and
San Diego, United States,
have also been recognised in

this list.

Navi Mumbai Internation-
al Airport’s Terminal 1 has
been recognised for its dis-
tinctive lotus-inspired archi-
tecture, futuristic design lan-
guage and integration of
technology, art and
functionality, creating a
world-class gateway that
reflects India's aspirations as
a modern global economy.

The Prix Versailles
awards aim to promote
intelligent sustainability,
where culture serves and
transcends the concept of
the environment.
Presented annually, three
airports and/or airport ter-
minals from the 2026 list
will also receive a World
Title (Prix Versailles, Interior
or Exterior), to be awarded
at the end of the year.
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® Thank CM for ‘historic, unforgettable’ journey

Farmers take launch-day flight

ﬁom Noida alrport meet Yogl

NEW DELHI, JUNE 15

Around 170 villagers,
whose land was acquired
for the development of
Noida International
Airport, boarded the first
passenger flight from the
newly operational airport
on Monday and described
to the Uttar Pradesh chief
minister their air journey
to Lucknow as a “dream
come frue”.

For most of the trav-
ellers from Jewar —
including 28 women — it
was their first air travel,
according to MLA
Dhirendra Singh, who
said the moment reflected
the participation of farm-
ers in the airport’s devel-
opment journey.

The passengers reached
Lucknow on the launch-
day flight after Noida
International Airport

A child dressed as a pilot at the arrivals area of Nolda

International Airport in Jewar on Monday.

commenced passenger
services on Monday morn-
ing. They were welcomed
by CM Yogi Adityvanath at
his residence, where they
expressed gratitude for
being part of the historic

journey.
Farmers, during their
interaction with Mr

Adityanath, said a long-
cherished dream of travel-

- PTI

1m§ by air was [ulfilled
described the experi-
ence as “unforgettable.”

Jewar resident Poonam,
whose land was acquired
for the airport project, said
it was her first opportunity
to sit in an aircraft. She
thanked the CM and said
the initiative had increased
the respect and confidence
of farmers.
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bighas of his land for the airport project

Alrport takes off, land donors fly Arpettakescft.,

Ll CKNOW
In an emotional moment
marking the beginning of pas-
senger services at Noida Inter-
national Airport. 170 farmers
and workers whose land was
acquired for the greenfield air-
part boarded its first passenger
flight to Lucknow on Monday.
The inaugural flight de-
parted at 830 am with the land
donors, including  several
women, on board. The passen-
gers were invited by the UP
government and later met CM
Yogi Adityanath in Liucknow.

Abrar Khan, one of the pas-
sengers, said it was a proud and
unforgettable moment. “We are
extremely happy to travel on the
first flight from Noida Inter-
national Airport 10 Lucknow
What we once imagined has be-
come a reality. | was invited by
the CM to be part of this historic
flight. and it is a greatr honour™

Hera Rashid. a resident of a
nearby village, described the
journey as a historic experi-
ence. “We are ravelling on the
first flight free of cost and will
meet the CM. This is a mem-
orable day for us” she said.

CONTINUED OM MATION

and was delighted 0 witness the trans-
formation. Another woman passenger said
being part of the first flight was a matter of
pride for the villagers who had contributed
to the project.

Jewar MLA Dhirendra Singh said the
launch of passenger services symbolised
not just the opening of an air route but also
recognised the contribution of farmers o
the airport’s development.

“The familics who gave up their ances-
tral land for the nation’s progress and the
state’s brighter future are wday touching
the skies from the very land they once cul-
tivated. The hands that tilled the fields are
now holding boarding passes” he said

Earlier, the first flight from Lucknow
landed at Noida International Airport at
805 am. Untar Pradesh Assembly Speaker
Satish Mahana, who arrived on the fight,
was recefved at the airport

The aircraft later departed for
Bengaluru after boarding passengers.

The inavgural service from Noida
International Airport is being seen as a
symbaolic gesture acknowledging the role
of local farming families whose land made
the ambitious airport project possible.
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MANGALURU
Precision lighting
commissioned at

airport

Adani Enterprises Limited on
Monday said that the Manga-
luru International Airport has
successfully commissioned
the PAL Category-| system for
Runway 24 following approval
from the DGCA

This is significant in en-
hancing operational safaty
and landing precision at the
sirport, the Mangaluru In-
ternational Alrpnrt Limited
(MglAL), a subsidiary of AEL.
said in a statement.

It added that the Precision
Approach Lighting (PAL) Cat-
egory-| system |s designed to
provide pilots with enhanced
visual guidance during the
critical final stages of landing
particularly under conditions
of reduced wisibility at a table-
top facility

"With this commissioning.
the airport further strength-
ens its commitment to safe,
reliable and efficient aircraft
operations while meating
regulatory compliance,” the
statement said

According to MglAL, this
project stands out as one of
the most unique and first of
its kind airfield lighting instal-
lations in India
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Commercial flight operations
commence at Jewar airport

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

JEWAR: Commercial operations
commenced at the Noida Inter-
national Airport in Uttar Pra-
desh's Jewar on Monday, with
inaugural flights to and from
Lucknow and Bengaluru, and a
charter flight to the state capital
carrying farmers, whose land
was acquired for the facility
expected to strengthen the avia-
tion network in the National
Capital Region (NCR).

Civil aviation minister Kin-
jarapu Ram Mohan Naidu, who
flagged off the charter and the
first flight to Bengaluru, said
Prime Minister Narendra
Medi's vision of an airport,
catering to a huge catchment
area, has become a reality. He
congratulated the farmers, who
gave their land for what he
described as an important and
prestigious project, for making
the airport a reality

Naidu said the first charter
flight carrying farmers to Luc-
know was Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Yogi Adityanath's idea.
“It is a symbol of respect that we
want to give to the farmers so
they meet the chief minister.”

Naidu called the Noida Inter-
national Airport “another
jewel™ in the NCR after Delhi
and Hindon {Ghaziabad) air-
ports. He noted the new air-
port’s huge catchmentarea and
said it can cater to the historic
city of Agra as well because of
the expressway network and the
proposed high-speed rail corri-
dor.

AVIATION MINISTER
SAID THE FIRST
CHARTER FLIGHT
CARRYING
FARMERS TO
LUCKNOW WAS UP
CHIEF MINISTER
YOGI
ADITYANATH'S IDEA

He said wherever an airport
begins operations, there is a
huge economic activity that
builds up around it. “...it is the
vision of the state government

and also the government of

India ...to see Noida Interna-
tional Airport grow as... a hub
for transportation...it has to be
in a true sense an Aerotropolis
[subregion centered around an
airport],” Naidu said.

Naidu said that the govern-
ment is keen to have multiple
industries come around Jewar,
and create a strong economic
base and jobs. He added that no
state has as many airports as
Uttar Pradesh and that all the
metro cities will have a second
airport.

Noida International Airport
vice-chairman  Christoph
Schnellmann said years of plan-
ning, collaboration, and dedi-
cated effort by tens of thou-
sands of people have made the
new airport a reality. He added
that it has been built through
the vision and support of the
Uttar Pradesh and the Union
governments, partners, stake-

holders, and the local commu-
nities.

In March, Modi inaugurated
the 137 985 square metre Noida
International Airport. It is the
second international airport in
the NCR and includes a cargo
hub with an initial handling
capacity of over 250,000 metric
tonnes annually, expandable to
around 1.8 million metric ton-
nes. The airport’s initial passen-
ger handling capacity will be 12
million passengers per annum,
scalable up to 70 million.

The first phase of the airport
has been developed at an esti-
mated cost of #11.200 crore. It is
envisioned as a multi-modal
transport hub with connectivity
through road, rail, metro, and
regional transport systems.

A multi-layered security sys-
tem, Al-based surveillance, and
nearly 1,030 personnel from the
Central Industrial Security
Force have been deployed at the
airport. The Uttar Pradesh
Police has also opened a dedi-
cated police station for the air-
port. The launch is being hailed
by locals as a long-awaited solu-
tion to travel fatigue. For resi-
dents of Noida and the sur-
rounding areas, the new airport
eliminates the need for long,
arduous commutes to the Indira
Gandhi International Airport in
Gurugram. With operations to
four major destinations kicking
off on day one, Noida Interna-
tional Airport is set to serve asa
vital engine for economic
growth and infrastructure
development, reshaping the
travel landscape for the region
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Two of Adani’s Airports
included in World’s Most
Beautiful Airports List

NEW DELHI: Two airports
operated by Adani Group have
been included in the Prix Ver-
sailles World's Most Beautifusl
Adrports List 2026, highlighting
growing g]ui:al recognition of
Indias aviation infrastructure.

Prix Versailles, an interna-
tional archilecture and design
award presented at UNESCO
htm]quartl:n‘ it Paris, selected
Wavi Mumbai International Air-
p-u:['!.Tcn:l:Li.na] 1 and Terminal
2 at Guwahati’s Lokpriya Gopi-
nath Bordoloi International Air-
port among the world's seven
miost beautiful airports this year

The awards recogmnise excel-
lence in architecture, sustain-
abﬂ'll}'. innovation, cultural
tdentity and passenger expe-
rience. Mavi Mumbai Interna-
tonal Alrport was honoured
fior its botus-inspired design by
renowned architecture firm
Zaha Hadid Architects and its
integration of technology and
sm;la.i.nahil:'ty. The recoghi-
tion comes as the airport pre-
pares for a phas::d upcmLu.mal
ramp-up & expansion of avia-
tion capacity in the Mumbai
m:l.rupuli:tan region.

Guwahati Airport’s Ter-
rn.l.nal 2 was rr.i:ugnhicd: for a

ins the Bambioo
ind rﬂ-{:ghbr?:g the biodi-
'H.‘.I'Sll!r' and cultural l'u:nl;!gl: of
Mortheast India. The terminal
incorporates sustainable fea-
tures, including bamboo ele-
ments, passive daylighting and
biophilic design.

According to Prix Ver-
sailles, Navi Mumbai atrport
combines futuristic architecture
with np:m‘liuna] functionality,
while its digital art programme
enhances Il.in.c passfngg expe-

rience Il'lmugh interactive

Interior of the newly-built Navi
Muombai International Airport P11

The recognition
comes as the
airport prepares
for a phased
operational ramp-
up and expansion
of aviation capacity
in the Mumbai
metropolitan region

installations,

The Guwahati terminal was
pratsed for embracing regional
idlentity [h:uugh indigenous ar,
tribal narratives and local crafis-
muanship embedded within its
intertors. I1s sweeping vaulted
cetlings and fubd design pat-
terns draw inspiration from
Assam’s landscapes and the

Brahmaputra river system.

The inclusion of both air-
ports reflects the efforts of
Adani Airport Holdings Lid
1o develop -scale aviation
infrastructure with a strong
focus on design, sustainability.

Other airports on the 2026
list are located in Guangzhou,

Frankfuirt, Kandal Stueng, Pitis-
burgh and San Diego. Three air-
ports from the shortlist will later
receive Prix Versailles global
titles tor architecture, interior
or exterior design. AGENEIES



AIRPORTS

ALI I HUP& T‘I’ (_?F' !HL‘#A

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER

LUCENCOW

le JUNE 2026

Yogi recalls Jewar airport land acquisition journey

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Monday
recalled the struggle to
secure land for the Noida
International Airport project
and said he had once given
Jewar farmers one hour to
decide, promising them that
the airport would transform
their future. Interacting with
farmers and villagers, whose
land was acquired for the first
phase of the airport project,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said the commencement of
commercial flights from the
greenfield airport was a his-
toric moment for |ewar,
Gautam Buddha Nagar and
the country’s aviation sector.

The farmers had reached
Lucknow onboard one of the
first IndiGo flights from Noida
International Airport after
the airport began passenger
services on Monday morning.
They later met the chief min-
ister around noon.

“First of all, 1 heartily
welcome and congratulate all
the farmer brothers and
sisters and citizens of jewar

who have arrived here today
on the first flight," the chief
minister said.

Recalling the initial chal-
lenges in acquiring land for
the airport project, the chief
minister said that after the
state cabinet approved the
proposal, he had directed
officials to begin the land
acquisition process within
100 days. However, little
progress was made during
that period.

The chief minister said he
later held a meeting with
nearly 100 farmers at Gautam
Buddha University in Greater
Noida, where many initially
expressed reluctance to part
with their land.

“l told them that this
airport would change their
destiny. Development was
our objective, and | request-
ed them to think carefully
about the opportunity before
them,” he said. According to
the chief minister, the
farmers eventually placed
their trust in the govern-
ment, while |Jewar MLA
Dhirendra Singh and officials
of the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development

‘GAVE FARMERS ONE HOUR TO DECIDE’

“\l N

Uttar Pradesh Chief h&nﬂer Yogi Adityanath with ia:mers dunng the mmerc:aj flight inauguration from Noida IrﬂEmataunaI ﬁurport Jewar.

Authority (YEIDA) and the
Civil Aviation Department
worked extensively to move
the project forward.

As a result, land acquisition
for more than 13,000 acres
was initiated, paving the way
for the airport's development
in four phases. The first phase
has now been completed.

The chief minister attrib-
uted the airport to the vision
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, as well as the farmers
who gave up their land.

Dhirendra Singh, who led
the delegation, said the
farmers who once cultivated
the land were now travelling
by air from the same soil.

The airport began com-
mercial passenger operations
on Monday, connecting
Noida with Lucknow and
other destinations.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath recalled that
in July 2017, a violent crime in
the region scared the vil-
lagers so much that they
feared stepping out of their
houses.

The women were unsafe,
youth faced an identity crisis,
jobs were limited, and

farmers did not have access
to schemes and were subject-
ed to exploitation, he
claimed.

“We had seen and heard
all this. There were no proper
facilities for roads, electricity,
healthcare, schools or
employment opportunities.
There were no initiatives for
the poor,” he said. The chief
minister said that at that
time, despite being close to
Delhi, jewarwas only a small
town and a village.

“Today, even Kubera, the
god of wealth, wants to come
to Jewar,” the chief minister
remarked, highlighting the
area's growing economic sig-
nificance.

He said farmers of Uttar
Pradesh would now be able
to connect their fruits, vegeta-
bles, grains and fisheries
produce to global markets
through the cargo airport
and cargo facilities being
developed at Noida
International Airport.

“Products that fetch lower
prices in local markets can
get better value when they
reach international markets,"
he said.
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Noida alrport takes off with land-giving farmers

Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityvanath with farmers
during the commercial flight inauguration from Noida
International Airport, Jewar. ((@myogadityanath/X via PTI)

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: Noida Interna-
tional Airport commenced
commercial operations on
Monday with a jet flying to
Lucknow the farmers whose
land had been acquired for the
project,

Flyers, however, struggled
to reach Jewar airport be-
cause of the “confusing loca-
tion" on Google Maps,

The first plane to take off
was a special flight carrying
around 170 farmers, including
several women, led by Jewar
MILA Dhirendra Singh, to Luc-
know at Sam.

While IndiGo's Luc-
know-Noida flight was the
first to touch down at the air-
port at Bam, the airline’s first
commercial flight from the
facility carrying over 100 pas-

sengers took off to Bengaluru
at 8.35am.

Farmers, who once tilled
the fields on which the air-
port now stands, became the
first fliers from the airport,
which is expected to ease air
connectivity in western Uttar
Pradesh.

The farmers arrived at the
airport early in the morning in
a group to board the first flight
out. For some, it was their first
alr travel, but all seemed elat-
ed to be part of the moment.

“1 will sit in a flight for the
first time. I am a bit nervous
but excited to be part of this
moment. Happy and excited
too,” said a 90-year-old farmer,
Charan Singh

“Tused to plough this land
with a tractor. Today, T will fly
to Lucknow from this land,”
said elated farmer Harish
Pandit, who said he had

given his land for the airport’s
development.

Another farmer, Devender
Kumar Sharma, said: “T have
done farming here. 1 have cul-
tivated this land for years.”

Civil aviation minister Kin-
jarapu Rammohan Naidu said
that a special arrangement
had been made for the first
flight to Lucknow, specifically
for the farmers who contribut-
ed their land to the project.

“Meeting the farmers and
their families who contributed
land for Noida Internation-
al Alrport was truly special.
Seeing them among the first
passengers from the airport
was a reminder that India's
aviation growth is powered by
the aspirations of its people,™
he said.

Several passengers, how
ever, faced connectivity issues
as they had to pay around

71,000 for cabs to reach the
airport, which is not linked to
any public transport services
at the moment. The airport is
working with public and pri-
vate bus service providers to
improve connectivity.

Fivers also complained
about navigation issues and
a lack of proper signboards
to guide them to the airport.
Ranvir, who was flying to Am-
ritsar, complained that Google
Maps took him to the cargo
side of the airport instead of
the arrival zone.

Some 'pEISfif.‘llgF_’l'S Were,
however, happy to see an
airport in western Uttar
Pradesh as it would slashed
travel time

On Monday, four Indi-
Go flights to and from Noida
to Lucknow, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru and Amritsar
operated,
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When flyers from Hyd had to
prove there’s Noida airport

Neetika.Jha@timesofindia.com

Noida: Hours before they be-
came some of the first pas-
sengers to land at Noida In-
ternational Airport on Mon-
day, travellers flying in from
Hyderabad found them-
selves facing an unexpected
challenge. They needed to
convinece airport staff that
their destination existed.

At check-in counters, sev-
eral passengers said airline
and security personnel ap-
peared unfamiliar with
NCR's newly opened airport,
prompting repeated ques-
tions about their tickets.

Some travellers found
themselves explaining that
Noida airport had begun
commercial operations that
very morning. Others wenta
stepfurther, pulling out news
reports on their phones to
prove it.

The  Hyderabad-Noida
service was among the first
commercial flights to oper-
ate to the greenfield airport.
Anjaneyulu, national head at
Mahindra, said he initially
thought airport officials

Arrival nf the maiden
commercial flight at Noida
International Airport

were joking when they ques-
tioned his destination.

“When I told them I was
flving to Noida International
Airport, they said there was
no airport by that name.
They asked me to check my
ticket multiple times and
were convinced only after
verifying that a flight was in-
deed departing from Hydera-
bad toNoida,” he added.

For Anjanevulu, howev-
er, the confusion ended at the
airport. He was travelling to
Meerut for a business meet-
ing and said the new airport
inJewar would save him con-
siderable time. “I have a vehi-
cle waiting outside. Getting

through Delhi's traffic is a
taskinitself. Mymeetingisat
2pm in Meerut and I can com-
fortably make it. Earlier,
trips to western UP took
much longer,” he said.

Prashant Sanabovana,
who was travelling to join a
company in Noida's Sector 1,
said he chose the flight pre-
cisely because itbrought him
closer to his workplace than
Delhi'sIGI.

“I expected a smoother
journey because the airport
iscloser. Tusually use Digi Ya-
tra for check-in and board-
ing, but this time I had to
complete the process
manually, Thereseemed to be
some confusion because the
airport is new." he said.

“The security staff did
not know Noida Internation-
al Airport had started oper-
ations, They were perplexed
at first, but there were other
passengers travelling on the
same flight. They checked de-
tails and were convinced.
Some procedures were also
done manually because the
systems did not appear to be
fully updated,” he added.
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2Indianairports
amongworld’s
most beautiful

SHEKHAR SINGH

NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

TheNavi Mumbai Intemation-
al Airport (NBMIA) and Temmi-
nal 2 of Guwahati's Tnkapriya
Gopinath Bomdeloi  Intema-
tional Airport (LGELA) have
sectired places on the World's
Most Beautiful Airports List
2026, earning international
recopnition at the prestigious
Priz Versailles architecture
and design awards and put-
ting India’s rapidly evolring
aviation infrastructure in the
global spotlight.

Presented annually at the
UNESCD headquarters in
Paris since 2015, the Prix Ver
sailles 18 among the wodd's
most respected architeciure
and design awvamds. It honours
newly developed airports and
terminals that go bevond con-
ventional infrastructure and
offer a richer and more harmo-
nious  vision of the wodd
throuph design, mnovation
and cultural identity,

The NMIA was selected for
its lotus-inspired design and
mntegration of technology and
sistamability,. Terminal 2 at
LGBIA was recopnised for its
architecture inspired by the
Bamboo Orchid, reflecting the
biodiversity and culturml iden-
tity of North-East India,



AIF?P"JF* I'SAUT HC‘IPH ”1’ LH- ENLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BHE: TR LBUNE

DEILH.L

17 JUNE 2026

Akasa Air enters Noida Intemnational Airport

| aunches directflights to Bluru, Navi Mumbai
I

SHEKHAR SINGH

THIHE NE 8P SRS e

NEW DELHI, JUKE 16

Akasa Air om Tuesday com-
menced commerdal opera-
tions from the Naida Interna-
tional Airport (INTA), becoming
thesecond aidine after IndiGo
to lunch services from the
newly opened aviation hub
and strengthening connectiv-
tv between the National Capi-
il Region (NCR), Bengahiru
and Navi Mumbi.

The airline's inaupgural
flight arrived at Noida from
Navi Mumbai on June 16
Flight QP 2017 departed Navi
Mumbai at 7.25 am and land-
ed at Noida at 935 am, while

Passengers queue up atthe departures Eﬂnnal of the Noida
Imtemationa | Airportin Jewar. fLe

the return flight took off from
Noida at 10,15 am and reached
Navi Mumbai at 1230 pm.

Alongside the Mumbai
region connection, Akasa Air
has also launched daily

direct flights between Noida
and Bengaluru, Flight QP
1575 takes off from Bengalu-
rii at 435 pm and reaches
Naoida at 7.15 pm, while the
return service, QP 1576,
leaves Noida at 7.55 pm and
lands in Bengaluru at 11 pm.
The move gives passengers
4Cross western Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi-NCHE and
neighbouring states another
direct link to two of India's
fastest-prowing  economic
centres while further exqpand-
ing flight options from the
region's newest airport.
Akasa Air said the launch
marks a significant step in its
CONTINU ED ON PAGE 3

Akasa Alr...

stratepy o build a stomper
presence in the National Capi-
tal Region, one ofthecountry’'s
largest aviation markets. The
airfine s amon g the earky oper-
ators at the Noida Internation-
al Airport, which 15 experted to
emerge as a major gateway for
passengers from Delhi, west-
em Uttar Pradesh, Uttarak-

hand, Harvana amd parts of

Rajasthan.

BEhunder and Chief Commer-
dal Officer of Akasa Air, said
the airling’s entry into Noda

abigns with its long-term strat-
epy of strenpthening connec-
tvity acmoss hiph-growth mar-
kets while supporting the
development of modern avia-
tion infrastnicture

Welcoming the aidine,
Christoph Schnellmann, Viee-
Chairman of the Noida Inter-
national Airport, said Akasa
Air's amrival would expand
trivved choices for passengers
and help drive connecivity,
economic activity and repional
development  across  Tttar
Pradesh and northem India.

In another significant devel-
opment Akasa Air will estab-
lisha maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO) faclity within
the airport premises. The Sl
ity will support & wide range of
aircraft mamtenance activities
and i5 expected to enhance
operational  efficiency  whale
strengthening the airport's
aviation ecnsystem,



AIF{PUHFSAUIHGPIT ¥ I‘JF iNL‘!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAER UJALA DELHIT 17 JUNE 2026

mh:mm#gstﬁqan
SO 0 TE A e e
FH T T S TEEE
T g = R
A wfaee | A i
T # S ) wan dfem 3 OrR
fFm & fF 7% afoF fFom and
U WEeE F o W 5
™ § 3R WE 0 wE AeTs
® 17 A T o F e g o
w9 g # w5 e ¥
T T w7 15 R 9
Fit= & = F P i En
WA WEEA) F SR Em
ifaw & § fek = 3 =i
foi | 3 [ i i R
¥ | ET, T IR A 24 W
T MO 9HE F = (E,
-4, o W EEfEEE 0 )
W T g w0 e €



AIF!PUR 'S AUT HDH"#T ‘l’ IZ_JIF lNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR TIJALA DELHTI 17 JUNE 2026

q g e 91e
| AAEH R | HE
A F e . W U fE
UFHE F fAuR HveEn &
R 4 %A EE F oA
drz w2 Bme 4 180 |
HiiEFE A 9En o)

foom g 740 TR FE A
(i I S el
tPEE 3 IR O AR S
et e # ams F
71 = FEen o e
qFm 'Y 0 TR W W
I T ol A i f
wig § w9 o BOE &
da R d 32 oA
oue ot wEn | e e A
st §F #9 w F U 5w
Ay O w9 W
FO | CIETEE o wEme A
FEl, WA I & WE
o 1 wrfirea 29 gu e
areAt =1 fel e oo



|

.

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI 17 JUNE 2026

ST TTETFH I

aarﬁafaw

gpmﬂmgvsﬂ?
3R Yo fast
7 feet, 16 S

ufgam oftrn § S e &
o WRHR A <9 H F9F
USRI FH AT
EISG) foam  geH
(TUw) & frfd W 3T
oo e T 217816 57 4
T BT TR |

TSTed fadmT gRT ST U
TSTe AR % YTfersh
BroTer W e sifofiar Same
Yoo (THUES) A1 feighiet
T 50 T Ufy TiieX aIgrt
14 T9Y i &iex T feam mn
21 5ie g o frafd W S
I[eeh 3 TG Ufl e TeTeht
12.5 T7F Wt efiex 3 feam
T | R Ueiet W ek 1.5
09 Ufef elie Jaad sReR
@1 TN §1 BRe] W &t
e R Eiee W e
IS Yesh S | FIE Feald
T o T 21

TWHR T TEars H wed
e, Tgie, ST SiR ueiw
T STTAER HIHdl
YR W YTy IAE T
e Sk ot et Bt 8
RERIELEIR LIRSl
T yurel 1 U, STe SR
TEUE R i gesh 27 9
T ] e T e, FSrers eRey.

TR W AT S i
SUCTSHI GiAfeed bt T Ukl

SARE-EE I§ & HRUT
STYfd afed B & =erd
IR Rl & i =0
e & feTt I8 Shed SSRTTRT
2l WHR 7 W] daeR §
o, €t 3R WE i
(TETIISTT) %! AT SqeTsar
T e for 7, e &
SusiierTett ¥ Sgdt Sl &
S STt b1 foTHERT & ST
T T R fRAT R |
Teiferm 3R rhfaes 9
Ter (TS & e
Gfre GeIrar Mt 3 s foh
15 S 1k TR ol TR et
forqur shufl (i) =l
EX] STSIR § Ugret s farsht T
3 T i efie iR e W
27 TR A A AT IR |
TEE T fosht W JHEn
i fafefet 700 TR A6 21



WIS 'tatn"wﬁaz:_ulﬁm

AIRFORTISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI 17 JUNE 2026

Air India starts basic
fare category without
complimentary meals

AlrIndia has introduced the basic fare option
without complimentary meals on domestic
flights as the loss-making full-service airline
grapples with rising operational costs. The
basic fare is entirely optional and the three
other fare categories of value, classic and flex
would also be available for the passengers.
The three categories of value, classic and flex
include complimentary meals and a range of
bundled benefits at progressively higher price
points. The introduction of basic fare simply
adds another layer of choice, the airline said
in a statement on Tuesday. The basic fare is
currently available on select domestic routes
ona pilotbasis. Alr India said the introduction
ofthe basic fare reflects the aiflines pro-con-
sumer approach, recognising that different
travellers have different preferences. PTI
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Centre raises export
duty on diesel, ATF

The government has raised the excise
duty levied on exports of diesel and
aviation turbine fuel (ATF), effective
June 16, toensure domestic fuel avail-
ability amid the West Asia crisis,

The special additional excise duty,
or windfall tax, was raised by 50 palse
per litre to 14 a litre on diesel, accord-
Ingtoa gazette notification issued by
the Department of Revenue, The excize
duty onexports of jet fuel was hiked by
¥3 perlitre to¥12.5 per litre, while the
levy on petrol remains unchanged at
1.5 perlire. Mo change has been noti-
fied in the existing exclse duty rates on
petrol and diesel for domestic con-
sumption. The last revision was undee-
taken with effect from June L As on
June 15, underrecovery on petrol sales
by public-sactor OMCs had fallen by
halfto¥3 perlitre due to asharp
decline incrude oil prices. On diesel,
underrecovery fell to 27 per litre from
T30 per litre on June 8. BE REPORTERS
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@ Air India to Cut Meals
on 20 Domestic Routes

HEW DELHI Alr India will olTer no
mealsanaround 20 routes under a
nawy 'Basic' fare category, ithas
started sefling from Tuesday. The
passengers buying thescfares will
instead be served water or teaand
cookles The routes include thosa
which has low business or premlum
traffic potential like Delhi- Cuwahati,
[elhi- Lucknow, Delni-Bhopal, The
basic fare, available in Econamy Class
willinclude 15 kg checked bagpage
allowance, 7 kg cabin bagzage allo
wWance. Qur Bureaw
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Export duty
ondiesel,
ATF hiked

SAURAY AMNAND
How Dathi, June 14

THE CEMTRE misad the export
duity on diesel by 50 palse per
litre and on aviation turhine
fuel (ATF) by €3 per Htre,
exten r'Ilng curhs on  fuel
exports imposed during the
West Asia crisis to s feguard
domesticsupplies

Under the revised rates,
effective June 16, the spedal
add itional excise duty (SAED)
on diesel exports has been
Increased to U114 per lit re fmm
U135 perlitre,while the levy
onATF exports has besn raked
to¥ 125 perlitme from 9.5 per
litre gad ler. The s port dutyon
|'_||;'¢|.'r|| remains unchan E:-rl:ur
£1.5 perlitne

Thee latest revinbon marks
the first increase in export
levies in recent weeks amd
comes nearly three months
after the govermanent reintro-
ducedwindiall toees on petno
leum exports amid disruption
in global energy markets trig
pered by the West Asia conflict.
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Air India launches
basic fare class
without meals

LOSS-MAKING AIR
IMDIA on Tuesday
announced the

introductionofa
basic fare categary for
select domestic fights,
wherein passengers will not
receive complimentary
meals, as the full service
carfier seeks ways to trim
expenses amid rising
operational costs
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Kannur-Jeddah
flight returns due
toenginefailure

AN AIR India Express flight
bound toJeddah from Kan-
nur returned within two
hours of the flight on Tues-
day dueto a fault in the air-
craft'sengine, airport
sourcessaid. The aircraft
with over 180 passengers
took offat 740 am from
Kannur airport, but around
two hours into the flight,
the pilots saw an engine
warning light and decided
toreturn, sources said. “The
flight landed safely in Kan-
nur, and all the passengers
are fine,” they said. A subse-
quent check of the aircraft
found that there was some-
thing wrong with the fuel
filter, sources said. PTI
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Air India unveils ‘basic’
fare on domestic routes

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAL i@ New Delhi

IN a widely anticipated move,
Tata Group-owned Air India on
Tuezday introduced a new ‘Ba-
sic’ fare category for Economy
Class passengers on select do-
mestic routes, While the ‘Basic’
fare category includes a 15 kg
checked baggapge allowance, 7
kg cabin baggage allowance,
and complimentary beverage
service (tea coffes), the compli-
mentary meals are excluded.
Adr India said that the Basic
fare, currently trialled on se-
lect domestic routes, is entire-
ly optional, and travellers con-
tinue to have the choice of
booking across Air India’s ex-
isting fare families - Value,
Classic, and Flex - each of

which includes complimenta-
ry meals and a range of bun-
dled benefits at progressively
higher price points. The intro-
duction of Basic fare simply
adds another laver of choice,
particularly for price-con-
scious travellers who prefer a
more unbundled offering, add-
ed the full-service carrier

It was widely reported that to
ciit costs amid surging losses,
Ajlr India will axe the compli-
mentary meal service and
make it optional.
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Air India trials cheaper
basic fares without meals

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

Air India has introduced the basic fare
option without complimentary meals on
domestic flights as the loss-making full-
service airline grapples with rising oper-
ational costs. The basic fare is entirely
optional, and the three other fare cate-
gories of value, classic and flex would
also be available for the passengers.
The three categories of value, classic
and flex include complimentary meals
and a range of bundled benefits at
progressively higher price points.
The introduction of basic fare simply
adds another layer of choice, particu-
larly for price-conscious travellers who
prefer a more unbundled offering, the
airline said in a statement on Tuesday.
According to the airline, the basic fare
is currently available on select domes-
tic routes on a pilot basis.
“Being trialled on select domestic

iz rHDl.ﬂt

routes, the Basic fare is available for
travel in Economy Class and is
designed for travellers who prioritise
value. It includes a 15 kg checked
baggage allowance, 7 kg cabin
baggage allowance, complimentary
beverage service (tea/coffee), while
complimentary meals are not includ-
ed,” the airline said.
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Akasa Air starts flight services to
Noida airport from Navi Mumbai

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

Domestic carrier Akasa Air has
commenced its flight ser-
vices to the newly-launched
Noida International Airport
with its inaugural flight
QP2017 departing from Navi
Mumbai International Airport
on Tuesday morning, linking
the Mumbai metropolitan
region with Delhi-NCR.
Akasa Air flight departed
from Navi Mumbai at 7.30
am while the return flight
arrived at NMIA at 12.30 pm,
a Navi Mumbai International

Airport Ltd (NMIAL)
spokesperson said.

The airline will operate
seven flights a week to the
greenfield airport.

Commercial flight services
at the Noida International
Airport commenced on
Monday, after a 21-month
delay. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had laid the

foundation stone of the
greenfield airport in the
Gautambuddha Nagar dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh in
November 2021. The facility
was inaugurated by PM Modi
on March 28 this year.

By linking Navi Mumbai's
emerging aviation and com-
mercial ecosystem with
Noida's fast-growing industri-
al and business corridor, the
service is expected to support
greater movement of entre-
preneurs, investors and trav-
ellers between western India
and northern India, the
NMIAL spokesperson said.
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Air India bldg’s repairs to cost
A8lcr, work to take 6 months

File pic

Chaitanya.Marpakwar

@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The state govt is
likely to spend around Rs 181
crore on repairing and reno-
vating the recently acquired
22-storey Air India building
at Nariman Point. Officials
said it will take around six
months to carry out the work
and then state govt offices
will be shifted to the building.

The Maharashtra govt
had spent around Rs 1,601 cro-
reonits acquisition.

A structural andit under-
taken last week by the state
public works department
(PWD) had revealed that the
building requires significant
repairs and renovation.

“Two separate tenders
will be floated—{or construc-
tion and electrification. The
tender process is currently
underway and the building
renovation work will be
completed within six
months, The construction
work includes repairs to the
building, interior work, pro-
curing new furniture and un-
dertaking painting, while the
electrification work includes
the installation of new lifts
and electrical equipment,”
an official said.

The state PWD recently
carried out an inspection of
the building and installed a
Maharashtra govt signage

Government of Ilﬁat'-ﬂl'ﬂﬁt‘t.':'.‘_l

The state govt had spent around Rs 1,601 crore on acquiring the building

= R R S

board at the main entrance.
Officials said the iconic Air
India logo that sits on top of
the building will be removed
later and replaced with a logo
of the Maharashtra govt that
can beseenfromadistanceon
Marine Drive.

In 2023, the state cabinet
had cleared the plan to buy
the building to expand Mant-
ralayvaand housestate govt of-
fices there, It decided to waive
all unearned income from
and other penalties of Air In-
dia so that the takeover could

be processed. The building
was formally acquired on Ju-
ne 2 this year, making
46,470sqm of space available
for govt offices there. Offici-
als said govt will save around
Rs 200 crore in annual rent if
all its offices currently hou-
sed in private buildings are
moved to the structure. CM
Devendra Fadnavis had pre-
sided over the registration of
the building agreement. “It
will not only save rent but al-
so bring offices together,” he
had told TOL
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Al Expressfligh

1tto Jeddah

returns after technical snag

NEW DELHI, JUNE 16
An Air Indin Express flight
bound for Jeddah was forced to
retum to the Kannur airport
on Tuesday after pilots detect-
ed a technical 1ssue during the
Jourmesy, prompling thecrew to
turn back as a precaution.
The flight, camrying maore

than 180 passengers, had
departed from Kannur Inter-
national Airport at 740 am
and was on its way tothe Sau-
di city when the issue was
identified. Acoording to air
port sources, the pilots noticed
the snag around two hours
after takeoff, — TNS
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