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Flyers seek continuation of Awr India’s Silchar-Kolkata flight

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR, May 15: Quite
against the run of play, Air
India’s suspension of the sol-
itary flight to and from Sil-
char to Kolkata has jolted the
people of Barak Valley, espe-
cially those who are frequent
fliers and also those who fly
for medical reasons from
southern Assam.

Credible sources informed
that an internal mail has been
served to the employees at
Silchar, stating that the serv-
ice on the Silchar-Kolkata
route, which had an average
passenger traffic of over 120
passengers every day, will be
available till May 31, after
which the flight will be sus-
pended. Despite several at-
tempts to contact them, offi-
c1als of Air India and the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI)
at Silchar airport were not
available for a response re-
garding the reasons behind
the withdrawal of flight serv-
ice from here.

In the words of Babul
Hore, a veteran sports ad-

ministrator and businessman
of the region who had re-
turned to Silchar from Kolk-
ata by an Air India flight on
April 26 last, this decision by
Air India — which is now run
by the TATA Group—to sus-
pend the Silchar-Kolkata
flight service will adversely
impact the communication
sector of the region.

“The flight service began
back in the 1950s and since
then Air India, formerly In-
dian Airlines, was the solitary
airline operating in Silchar till
other airline companies
started operating from here.
The situation after May 31
might trigger an absurd
surge in the prices of tickets
of flights by other airline
companies operating from
Silchar. With monsocon ap-
proaching, the valley rmght
face surface communication
disruptions yet again. Hence,
our elected representatives
must raise their voices be-
fore it 1s too late,” Hore said.

Vivek Podder, chairman of
Silchar Management Associ-
ation and another frequent

flyer, said, “More than a lux-
ury, the Silchar-Kolkata flight
operated by Air India every
morning is the lifeline for the
people of Barak Valley, as it
gives the passengers the op-
tion to catch flights or even
trains to various parts of the
country after reaching Kolk-
ata. We are hearing that the
flight will be replaced by Air
India Express, which s large-
Iy vague as of now. In our
experience, if this fhght serv-
ice is withdrawn, passengers
might face price hikes and
other hardships, especially
ahead of the monsoon sea-
son,” Podder said, adding that
an appeal not to withdraw
the flight service between

Silchar and Kolkata will be
sent soon to Union Civil Avi-
ation Minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu.
Another frequent flyer
from Silchar, Mridul Maz-
umder, said, “From the fa-
cilities to prices of tickets to
comfort and everything else,
this Air India flight to and
from Silchar is an emotion
and a huge necessity for us
in Barak Valley. The flight,
which reaches here at 6:45
am, gives us the scope to
reach Kolkata, go to other
places on the same day, fin-
1sh our work, and return ear-
ly in the morning the next
day. I wonder what led to the
decision to withdraw the

flight from Silchar despite
the airline being taken over
by the Tata Group. We have
requested our MP to raise
the 1ssue before the gov-
ernment of India.”

When contacted, Silchar
MP Parimal Suklabaidya told
The Assam Tribune that he
will write to the Union Civil
Aviation Minister to request
that the flight service be-
tween Silchar and Kolkata
should continue.

“Reading the news of Air
India suspending its Silchar-
Kolkata flight from June 1
was unfortunate. [ under-
stand the gravity of the situ-
ation and shall write to the
Union Civil Aviation Minis-
ter soon, drawing his atten-
tion to the fact that the flight
on the said route should con-
tinue in the larger interest
of the people of southern
Assam. If at all the flight
service 1s withdrawn, Aur
India must provide substi-
tute flight services for the
people. Also, 1 have placed
demands for some addition-
al flights to and from Sil-

char,” Suklabaidya said.

Former Silchar MP Dr
Rajdeep Roy also expressed
surprise over the develop-
ment and said that he will
speak to the Union Civil Avi-
ation Minister, requesting
the latter to intervene in the
matter as it will affect a sig-
nificant section of air passen-
gers here.

On the other hand, Rajya
Sabha MP Sushmita Dev,
while reacting to the issue,
said, “I am shocked and tak-
en aback by what [ heard
about Air India suspending
the Silchar-Kolkata flight.
Despite being a remote ter-
ritory of the country, there is
enough traffic from Silchar.
But what led Air India to
withdraw its flight services
between Silchar and Kolka-
ta? I will be writing to Air
India authorities and I shall
also meet the Union Civil
Aviation Minister to state that
air connectivity, especially
between Silchar and Kolka-
ta, is an absolute necessity
and it should continue to op-
erate sans disruptions.”
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Navi Mumbai airport’s opening delayed
till Aug, says advisory notice for pilots

Ties News Nemwors

Mumbai: The undercon-
struction Navi Mumbai air-
port wag scheduled to be
opened by May 15acconding to
the Aeronautical Information
Publication (AP} decument
brought om in March this
vear But since the alrpoirt has
not been commissioned vet,
the Alrports Authority of In
dia (AAD issued a NOTAM
(notice toairmen)smating that

the airport will not be avalla-

hieuntil Aug

AnAIP is 0 user manual of
sorte carrying general and
navigntional Informiation
mbout an aerodrome, largely
for nse by alrlines and pilots

*The notice, issued on
Tuesaday, states that the pero-
avi Mumbai will
ilahle for operations
tl Aug " =abd a source 1T the
nirport is not commissioned
by then, another MOTAM will
nied (o be issued, the sowrce
added

The parpose of the KO
TAM is to keep pilots updated
aboul the nondunctional st
tus of the Navi Mumbai sir
portand its runway

In case of a forced landing
or an emergency, the pilots
concerned would know thiat
the runway strip at Navi
Mumbal hasn't been commis-
sioned and so it doesn't have
thefacilitiesmailableat other
operational alrporis

In India. the AIP s pub-
lished by Alrporis Authority
of Indin, the country’'s airnay-
igation provides When it was
published in March, i
Mumbai AIP hadn't enrried
departure and arrival routes.
It had vital information on
runway, laxlwoys, apromns,
parking bays, frefighting,
il:!l.l! e'|:|1~r|:|~|1t'}' Services,
fuelling capacity, cargo fecili-
tiea, information on disabled
alrerall removal, equlpment
and radars installed, mateoro-
Ingleal services, eic

The Novi Mumbai Aero-
nautical Information Publica-
tion {AIP) document also car-
riea a list of airport obatacles
with 225 obstacles, which in
clude 86 residentinl buildings,
78 polnts on the hills nearby 23
pylon masts 12 cell phone
masts, eight Noodlights, four
electric poles, three silos,
thires cranss, st The AIP
gives Informatlon on the Lype
of obstacle, its elevstion, and
location h oardinaies

IMPACT OF AIRPORT SLOT DECISION

'WHAT DECISION MEANS
FOR PASSENGERS

Witheut reinstated slots, some
foreign airlines would have
reduced thair flight fregquencies
to Mumbal for winter 2025

Passengers with
existing bookings
could have faced

* Flight cancellations 5\

* Shift of operations

to Mavi Mumbal Alrpart

FREIGHTER OPERATIONS

= Mumbai handles 8-5 cargo Nights
daily, connecting India with the Middle

East, Eurnpe, and the US

> Without reinstated slots, ’
exporiers and importers would

have faced disruption after Aug 16

= Rediel for now: Slots reinstated for

SLOT COORDINATION
COMMITTEE EST)
Formed on May 8

OBJECTIVES
» Ensure non-discriminatory

slat allocation

» Promote efficient use @ Q
of airport infrastructure

* Minimise delays and congestion

» Maintain transparency, faimess,
accountability

MEMBERS INCLUDE 1+ K |
* Airport operator h. .
» Airports Authority of '.‘.
India representative

» Airline Operators Committee

KEY DISCUSSIONS

FROM FIRST MEETING
Committee reviewed and
reversed Mumbai airport’s slot
cancellations for:

» Freighters

= Certain foreign airfines
Requested airport operator to:
= Provide timely updates on
demalition/reconstruction of T1

» Share hourly terminal

capacity details for T1 and T2 for
operational planning

Share airside development
plans, specifically: A

> Construction of

-
paraliad taxiway for
secondary rumway
1432
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Celebi moves court, says govt
nixed deal on ‘vague’ concerns

—
Reuters
Mew Delhi

Turkiye-based Celebi, which
provides airport ground
handling in India, has
launched a legal challenge to
New Delhi’'s decision to
overturn its security clear-
ance, arguing that “vague”
national security concerns
were cited without
reasoning.

Amid growing public an-
ger in India about Turkiye’s
stance on Pakistan in the In-
dia-Pakistan conflict, the
Centre on Thursday re-
voked Celebi’s security

clearance in the “interest of

national security”.

Celebi Airport Services
India, in a May 16 filing seen
by Reuters, asked the Delhi
High Court to set aside that
decision, arguing that it
would impact 3,791 jobs and
investor confidence, and
was issued without any
warning to the company.

‘MERE RHETORIC’
“Mere rhetoric of national
security without elaborating
upon in what manner is an
entity a threat to national
security is unsustainable in
law,” the company said in
the filing, which is not
public.

The order “fails to dis-

CONTROLLING INTEREST. In its court filing, Celebi stated
that the group is mainly controlled by non-Turkish companies

close any specific or sub-
stantive reason except for a
vague and general reference
to ‘national security’... (it)
provides no reasons or justi-
fication,” it added.

The government did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment. The
case is likely to be heard on
Monday. In its filing, Celebi
said that while its share-
holders were registered in
Turkiye, “majority end con-
trol” of the group is held by
companies that do not have
Turkish incorporation or
origin.

In revoking Celebi’s
clearance on Thursday, In-
dia’s junior Aviation Minis-
ter Murlidhar Mohol said on
X that the government had
received requests from
across India to ban Celebi.

“Recognising the serious-
ness of the issue and the call
to protect national in-

terests, we have taken cog-
nisance of these requests,”
he said. The Shiv Sena, a key
government  ally, held
protests against Celebi in
Mumbai this week, demand-
ing the city’s airport sever
ties with it.

SECURITY CLEARED
Celebi, in its filing, said it
was providing ground hand-
ling services at airports in
New Delhi, Kerala,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and
Goa. It had undergone back-
ground checks and security
verifications by various na-
tional security and intelli-
gence agencies in India be-
fore starting work, itadded.
The Delhi airport, late on
Thursday, said on X it had
“officially ended its associ-
ation with Celebi” for
ground handling and cargo
operations.
Also read p9
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Mumbai, Ahmedabad airports pick
Indo Thai as interim service provider

KEY DECISION. Move follows termination of ground handling contract with Celebi

[ ]
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Mumbai and Ahmedabad air-
ports have roped in Indo
Thai Airport Services to
provide ground handling ser-
vices to airlines on a tempor-
ary basis until the finalisa-
tion of a new service
provider.

The airports informed the
airlines about the interim
measures being put in place
after revocation of ground
handling firm Celebi’s secur-
ity clearance.

Incidentally, Indo Thai,
which offers ground hand-
ling services at nine air-
ports, has already been selec-
ted as one of the ground
handlers at the upcoming
Navi Mumbai airport.

Within the next three
days, the Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (MIAL)

HOLDING FORT. Other airports are working with existing
service providers to ensure continuity of operations reurers

will invite bids to select a
new ground handling part-
ner for the long term, and the
partner will be onboarded in
three months, MIAL saidina
statement.

BID PROCESS

“The current arrangement is
due to emergency circum-
stances. We have committed
to the Airports Authority of
India and the Civil Aviation

Ministry to run bid process
for a new ground handling
agency,” an airport source
said. “Indo Thai Airport Ser-
vices will work under the dir-
ect supervision of MIAL to
provide highest level of ser-
vice with same service level
agreements and all condition
existing with Celebi NAS,”
MIAL’s CEO Vishnu Jha said
in a letter to airlines.

It is learnt that Celebi

NAS staff would be given em-
ployment letters by the new
ground handler for three
months.

While the Mumbai and
Ahmedabad airports have
roped in a handler for the in-
terim period, other airports
are working with existing
service providers to ensure
continuity of operations.

Celebi has a presence in
nine airports. Its contracts
have been terminated after
revocation of the security
clearance. An executive with
a ground handling company
said that airlines and com-
panies were signing letters of
intent to enable uninterrup-
ted provision of services.

“We are coordinating the
transition in collaboration
with all existing aviation
stakeholders and govern-
ment authorities,” the Ban-
galore International Airport
Ltd said.
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Celebi moves High Court as
Indian airports end ties

TDE HETWORK

MEW DELH

Even as the Delhi Inter-
national Airport Limited
(DALY and two more Mum-
bt aurw] Ahvmedlabad airports
have officially terminated
its asscciation with Celehi
Adrport Services India Pvi
Ltd on Friday, the Turkish
firm has moved the Delhi
High Court against the de-
cizion of aviation watchdog

BCAS revoking ifts security

clearance in the "interest of

national security”.
According to statement is-

sued by DIAL, “lo compli-
ancewith the directive from
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Sevurity (BCASHo revoke the
security clearmnoe of Celehi
Adrport Services India, Delhd
Inlernational Airport Lim-
ited (IMAL) has formally
ended ils association with
Celebi entities responsible
for ground handling and
cargo operations at Indira
Gandhi International Air-

BP3

Celebi moves HC as Indian airports end ties

CONTINUED FROM P1

port (IGLA)"

Thee security clearance of
the firm was revoked days
after Turkey backed Paki-
stam and condermmned Tndia's
strikeson terroreamyps in the
neighbouring country,

A lawyer associated with
the case confirmed the fil-
ing and the plea is likely to

e listed nextweek.

Celehi, operatimg i the In-
dian aviabion sector furover
15 vears and emploving over
W00 peopde, affers itsser-
vices at nine airpons.

“Celebi Ajrport Services
India Pwit Lid and Celehi
Ielhi Carge Terminal Man-
agement India Pyt Lid were
oversering grourl handling
and cargo terminal funetions,

respectively. Following the
termination, DAL is work-
ing closely with exisling
service providers to ensure
uninterrupted operations
whilesafeguarding enployes
wiellare. To ensure continu-
ity mnd operational stahility,
DAL is actively coordinai-
ingwith the existing Ground
Hanclling service providers
- AISATS and Bird Group
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Carpool firms rush to fill vacuum
at KIA after exit by e-taxi firms

BIAL onboarding firms to meet
growing demand for cabs

v

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

Thc abrupt collapse
of Reflex eVeelz
and BluSmart, the
country’s two top all-electric
taxi service companies, and
its subsequent exit from the
Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA), has opened the
door for carpooling firmsinthe
citytocapitalise on the growing
demand for cabs at the airport.

From carpooling to shared
taxis, each firmis experiment-
ing with its own format to help
travellers get to the airport
with ease,

Ride-hailing firm Quick
Ride, with a fleet of 800 elec-
tric vehicles, is set to open its
pick-up zone at both terminals
by next week. The firm will of-
fer the option of both private
taxis and carpooling. “With

carpooling, people use their
own vehicles and through our
platform, find people travelling
in the same direction as them.
These are not taxis,” clarifies
KNM Rao, founder and CEQ.

On the other hand, Qui-
cReach, another ride-hailing
company, offers only shared
cabs.

The firm uses yellow-board
vehiclesand provides cab-shar-
ing services for long distance
travel from Bengaluru.

A majority of theirbookings
are, however, to KIA,

On an average, the compa-
nyreceives 100 bookings to the
airport everyday.

“A shared cab brings down
the cost of travelling to the air-
port by around 40%-60%, and
it doesn't increase the overall
travel time by much,” said
Shubham Jain, founder.

Sneha H, a Malleswaram

DH FILE PHOTO

Price difference

On cab-aggregator apps
like Ola, Namma Yatri and
Uber, a trip from MG Road
to Terminal 2 at KlA at 7
pm costs around Rs 790 to
Rs 1.050. A shared cab is
almost 50% cheaper at Rs
390-Rs 500.

resident, prefers booking a
shared cab from the airport.
“I have only been using shared
cabs, It saves money and you
don't have to haggle with the
other drivers at the airport.

You get a shared cab quicker
than booking an Ola or Uber
nowadays,” she said.

Go Pool, a two-year-old
startup, offers the option of
‘cab-pooling’,

“Iftwo to three people from
the same vicinity are travelling
tothe airportaround the same
time, we put them in touchwith
each other and then they can
book a cab and split the costs,”
shared Akash Jadhav, founder.

Srinivas Alavilli, Fellow,
WRI India, said that while
shared cabs are a step in the
right direction, more people

Carpooling Vs
cab-pooling

Carpooling refers toan
arrangement wherea
group of people travel
together by car. While
carpooling makes use of
private vehicles, cab-pool-
ing uses yellow board
vehicles.

As per the Motor
Vehicles rules, only
yellow board vehicles
are allowed to transport
passengers and goods.

mustopt for mass public trans-
portation.

“Shared mobility is always
better. As of today, approxi-
mately 20% of trips to the air-
portare by BMTC buses. There
is more scope here as most of
the usage is from the airport
and not “to” the airport.”

The Bengaluru Interna-
tional Airport Limited (BIAL)
is currently in the process of
onboarding multiple cab ser-
vice firms to meet the growing
demand for cabs, sources told

DH.
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Air services unaffected by revocation
of Turkish firm’s security clearance

BIAL shifts
operations to existing
ground-handling
service providers
-

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

ervices at Bengaluru's
Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (KIA) re-

main unaffected despite the

Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS) revoking the secu-
rity clearance of Gelehi Airport
Services India Pvt Ltd, a Turk-
ish firm handling ground oper-
ations at the airport.

AsofMay 15, according toa

letter from BCAS — the apex
aviation security body — the
security clearance for the
ground-handling agency was
revoked withimmediate effect.
The move was made “in the in-
terest of national security”, the
statement said.

Celebi Airport Services In-
dia provides ground-handling
operations at nine airports
across the country, including
Bengaluru, Mumbai, Chennai,

Delhi, Hyderabad, Cochin,
Kannur, Goa, and Ahmedabad.

At KIA, Celebi mainly ser-
vices international airlines.
“Since many of them do not
have their own staff here, they
rely on Celebi for multiple op-
erations, including ticketing,
check-in, and baggage and
cargo handling. However, the
airport assures passengers,
airlines, and cargo stakehold-
ers that necessary measures
are being taken to maintain

service and operational ef-
ficiency during this period,”
a well-placed source at the
airport told DH. Celebi also
manages ramp services, load
control, flight operations, and
warehouse services.

Bengaluru Internation-
al Airport Limited (BIAL)
has shifted operations man-
aged by Celebi to its existing
ground-handling service
providers, Alongside the Tur-
key-based company, Air India
SATS and GlobeGround India
also handle ground services at
KIA.

Celebi entered India
through a joint venture at the
Mumbailnternational Airport
in 2008. It currently handles
over 58,000 fMights and 5.4
lakh tonnes of cargo annually,
with aworkforce of 7,800,
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Celebi Cos Move HC
Against Aviation
Ministry, DGCA

' ‘ NEW DELHI: Turkish
company Celebi
Alrport ServicesIndia
on Friday approached
the Delhi High Court, aday after
the government revoked its
security clearance, citing national
security concerns. Celebi claimed
that the revocation violated the
principles of natural justice, as it
was done without any prior
show-cause notice, hearing, or
adequate justification for raising
Vague "national security” con-
cerns. The Bureau of Civil Av-
iation Security (BCAS) had on
Thursday announced immediate
cancellation of Celebi's security
clearance, impacting the compa-
ny's operations at nine Indian
airports, including Delhi, Mumbai
and Bengaluru, Seeking urgent
Judicial intervention toguash the
BCASorder and restoration of its
right to operate, Celebi urged the
court to restrain the civil aviation
authorities from taking any
“coercive action” against it.
Celebi Delhi Cargo Terminal
Management India alsomoved a
separate petition before the HC,
seeking quashing of the revoca-
tionorder. —Indu Bhan
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Mumbai Airport Signs
on IndoThai for Ground
Handling Operations

Our Bureau

Mumbal: Mumbais Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International Abr-
port CCSMIA) on Friday named In-
doThai Alrport Management Ser-
vices as its new ground handling
operator, succesding Turkish firm
Celebl Alrport Services India a day
after the latter's security clearance
was cancelled by the government

IndoThai, which is currenily ope-
rating at nineairports actoss India,
“has been appointed as the interim
ground handling provider at
CEMIA for the next three months,
effective immediately” Mumbai In-
ternational Airport (MIAL) said.

The Bureau of Clvil Aviation Se-
curity (BCAS) had on Thursday an-
nounced immediate cancellation
of Celebl’s security clearance, ci-
ting national security concerns.

This decision affected Celebi's
operations at nine major Indian
alrports, ineluding Delhi, Mum-
bal, and Bengaluru, Adani Air-
port Holdings, which operates
Mumbal and Ahmedabad air-
ports, has terminated its partners-
hip with Celebi. "Celebi NAS has
been directed to hand over to us all
ground handling facilities af
CEMIA." Vishnu Jha, chief air
port offlcer at MIAL, wrote in an
internal letter to partners.

PTI adds: Multiple ground
handling companies, including
ATASL, Bird Worldwide Flight
Servicesand Indo Thai, are onbo-
arding the stafl of Celebi at va-
rious alrports and fresh alrport
entry passes are being issued, in-
dustry executives said
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Turkish firm loses footing in 9 airports

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBAL
—

In a decisive move prompted
by national outrage, the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Se-
curity (BCAS) has revoked the
security clearance of Celebi
Afrport Services India Pvt Ltd,
a Turkish company operating
ground-handling services at
nine Indian airports, includ-
ing Mumbai. The revocation,
effective immediately, has
been issued in the interest of
“national security,” according

———y,

toanofficial order releasedon

Thursday.

The action follows wide-
spread condemnation over Tur-
key’s open support to Pakistan

after India launched Operation
Sindoor in retaliation to the Pa-
halgam terror attack  that
chimed the lives of 26 civilians,
Celebi’s presence in strategic In-

dian airports had come under
sharp scrutiny, particulay after
BJP-backed Andheri East MLA
Murji Patel raised concerns and
demanded the cancellation of
the company's contract.

Fatel, who led a protest at
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj In-
ternational Airport (CSMIA)
along with Shiv Sena workers
earlier this week, stated, “These
Turkish companies eam money
from India and support our
enemies,

P Contdon | Nation

Turkish firm loses...

Celebi was handling nearly 70% of the ground ser-
vices at Mumbai Airport 1 called for the boveott,
and Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde stood by
me” On Thursday, BCAS joint director of operations
issued the formal revocation order, citing “the
powers conferred upon DG BCAS” and “the interest
of national security” Celebis contract covered
Bridge Mounted Equipment (BME) services at both
Terminals | and 2 of Mumbai Airport.

Union Minister of State for Civil Aviation,
Murlidhar Mohol, affirmed the move, saying,
“Recognising the seriousness of the issue, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation has revoked the security
clearance. Protecting national interests is our op
priority The backlash against Turkey has spread
beyond avintion. The Jawaharlal Nehru University
and JamiaMilia lslamia announced the suspension
of Molls with Turkish acedemic instittions.

The All Indian Cine Workers Association declared
a total boveott of Turkey for all film shoots and cul-
tural collthorations.

“No Bollywood or Indian film projects will be shot
in Turkey, effective immediately” AKCWA said in a
post on X,

Meamwhile, Udaipur’s Marble Processors
Association has banned Turkish marble imports,
which make up 70% of India’s supply, citing patriotic
duty.

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan further
inflamed tensions by reiterating support for
Pakistan, prompting stronger calls in India to econ-
omically and diplomatically isolate Ankara,
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PUME

Purandar
Airport

Purne district administration
will meet protesting vil-
lagers next week to address
concerns about the pro-
posed Purandar interna-
tional airport T he talks fol-
lows clashes that halted a
drone survey of 2673 hec-
tares across seven villages.
State Revenue Minister
Chandrashekhar
Bawankule assured
farmers of a "fair compen-
sation package”, potentially
revising land acquisition
terms. He blamed social
media misinformation for
confusion but stressed the
project’s inevitability, urg-
ing dislogue to resolve the
deadlock.
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Adani Airport
terminates
deal with
DragonPass

Adani Airport Holdings on
Thursday said it has ter-
minated its association
with airport lounge ser-
vices membership pro-
gramme DragonFass with
immediate effect. Adani
Digital Lebs had only last
week announced its part-
nership with DragonPass
to offer "a wide network of
lounges at Adani-man-
aged airports and beyond,
offering passengers con-
venience and a comfort-
able lounge experience”.
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Bengaluru,
Kochi airports
take over ops
from Turkiye
firm Celebi

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU/KOCHI

In the wake of the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) revoking the securi-
ty clearance for Turkish
airport service provider
Celebi with immediate ef-
fect on the ground of na-
tional security, airports in
southern States have be-
gun to take necessary ac-
tion against the firm.

Bangalore International
Airport Ltd. (BIAL), which
operates the Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
and the Cochin Interna-
tional Airport in Kerala,
have formally disconti-
nued the ground handling
services offered by the Tur-
kish firm.

BIAL has said that it has
transitioned its ground
handling operations from
the Turkish firm to other
existing service providers.

“BIAL is actively coordi-
nating the transition to
maintain seamless opera-
tions. The airport assures
passengers, airlines, and
cargo stakeholders that all
necessary measures are
being taken to uphold ser-
vice and operational efhi-
ciency,” a BIAL spokesper-
son said.

Kochi airport, in a state-
ment, said despite the
transition, all operations
remain  disruption-free,
thanks to coordination
with authorised alternative
service providers. The air-
port is making arrange-
ments to keep the opera-
tions smooth and efficient.

“All necessary steps are
being taken to uphold op-
erational continuity while
meeting national security
requirements,” the state-
ment said.
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Adani ends pact with Celebi at
Mumbai, Ahmedabad airports

The Hindu Bureau
MUBMEBALNEW DELHI

Adani Airport Holdings
Lid. said it has terminared
the ground handling con-
cession  agreement with
Turkish firm Celebi at
Mumbai and Ahmedabad
airports with immediate ef-
fect and has asked it to
handover all ground han-
dling facilities for seamless
service at these airports,
“Following the govern-
ment of India's decision to
revoke Celebis security

clearance, we have termi
nated the ground handling
CONCession  agreements
with Celebi at Mumbai's
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj International Afrport
and ahmedabad's Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional Airport,” & spokes-
person said on behall of
the Mumbai and Ahmeda-
Irad airports.

Interim arrangement

Meanwhile, Mumbai air-
port has appointed Indo
Thai Airport Services as

the interim ground han
dling provider for three
months, “Indo Thai Air-
port Services will work
with Mumbai International
Alrport Limited (MIAL) to
provide the highest level of
service aimed at meeting
the existing Service Level
Agreements {SLA)Y and con-
dirions,” a spokesperson
for the airport =aid in a
statement, A tender pro-
cess would also be initiated
in three days for onboard-
ing a longterm proond
handling partner.
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Airport ops firm’s

clearance junked
amid Turkey rift

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Citing national secu-
rity concerns, the Burean of Civil
Aviation Security has revoked the
security clearance ol Turkish-
founded Celebi Airport Services
Pyt Ltd, which handles ground-
based services at 9 airports,
including Delhi and Mumbai.

The development comes amid
mounting tensions between
India and Turkey over the lat-
ter's diplomatic and military tes
to Pakistan. The Shiv Sena, a
coalition partner in the Maha-
rashtra government, had
demanded that Mumbai airport
cut ties with Celebi.

“Nothing is above the security
of our nation and our fellow cit-
izens. National interest and
public safety are paramount
and non-negotiable,” said Civil
Aviation minister Ram Mohan
Naidu said in a press release,
adding in a subsequent state-
ment that the order would apply
to the Turkish firm's associated
companies in India.

Celebi and associated compa-
nies have around over 10,000
employees in India providing
services such as passenger han-
dling, baggage processing, air-
craft loading, cargo manage-
ment, and ramp services, accord-
ing to a company statement.

It also said that reports on its
ownership structure and ties to
Ankara were “misleading " and
that it adheres to India’s laws.
The company operates in Mum-
bai, Delhi, Ahmedabad, Benga-
furu, Hyderabad, Cochin, Kannur,
Chennai, and the MOPA airportin
Goa. It also runs one of Delhi air-
port's two cargo terminals.

The decision triggered a
scramble at major airports to
avoid disruption of ground servi-

Talks with Pak will
be about terror
alone: Jaishankar
NEW DELHI: India is will-
ing to hold talks with Paki-
stan only on the issue of
terror and the Indus
Waters Treaty will remain
in abeyance until cross-
border terrorism by Paki-
stan is “irrevocably
stopped”, external affairs
minister S Jaishankar said.
Inan nt reference to
offers of mediation on the
Kashmir issue by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump, Jais-
hankar said that India's
relations and dealings with
Pakistan “will be bilateral

and strictly bilateral”. se7

CELEBI HANDLES
GROUND-BASED
SERVICES AT 9
AIRPORTS,
INCLUDING DELHI
AND MUMBAI

ces. Delhi International Airport
said it is coordinating with other
service providers to ensure unin-
terrupted operations, while min-
ister Naidu assured that arrange-
ments have been made at all
affected airports to ensure
“seamless handling of passen-
gers and cargo,”

morestories

Airports scramble to avoid
disruption of services 7

Rashtrapati Bhavan event with
Turkish envoy deferred SPT
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Flight ops restorec

at Jammu, Srinagar airports

Shikaras anchored at a deserted Dal Lake on Thursday. PTI

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Flight operations
were restored across all air-
ports, including Srinagar and
Jammu airports, on Thursday,
Union civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said.
“Civilian aircraft operations
have now been fully restored
across all airports in India,
including Jammu and Srinagar
airports,” a statement from the
minister's office said. “With the
lifting of the Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM), all airlines are in the

process of fully resuming their
normal schedules and Jammu
and Srinagar airports are now
completely functional.”

On Thursday, Naidu visited
the Jammu airport where he
reviewed the construction of a
new civil enclave which is on
track for commissioning by
June 2026. The state-of-the-art
facility, built with an invest-
ment of approximately ¥850
crore, will have an annual pas-
senger handling capacity of 4.5
million, significantly enhancing
connectivity and supporting the
region’s economic aspirations.

The minister also visited the
Srinagar airport to review ongo-
ing development work. "As |
reviewed the ongoing develop-
ment work at airport today, I'm
also pleased to share that flight
operations have now been fully
restored, reaffirming our com-
mitment to passenger safety,
security, and normalcy in the
region,” he said in a poston X.

Over 30 airports across
northern and western India
were temporarily closed for
civil flight operations amid the
escalation of the border conflict
with Pakistan.
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COMPANY TO PURSUE ‘ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGAL REMEDIES’

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI MAY 16

TURKEY-BASED airport ground
handling major Celebi Aviation
Holding’s shares lost almost 20
per cent value on Thursday and
Fiday in thewakeof India’s deci-
sion torevoke the security clear-
ance of the company'sIndiaarms,
effectively bringing its India op-
erations to a sudden halt

Meanwhile, the Istanbul-
headquartered company told in-
vestors that itwill “pursue all ad-
ministrative and legal remedies”
to reverse the Indian govern-
ment's decision.The company
said that a third ofits consolidated
revenue in 2024 came from its
Indian subsidiaries.

Amid the backlash in India
over Turkey's support for Pakistan
in the India-Pakistan conflict, In-
dia's aviation security regulator
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
{BCAS ) on Thursday revoked the
security clearance of an Indian
arm—~Celebi Airport Services In-
tlia—of Celebi ongrounds related
o"national security” withimme-
diate effect. The revocation also
applies toother associate entities
of Celebiin India. Defendingitself,
Celebi Airport Services India said
thatitis “truly an Indian enterpr-
ise” led and managed by Indian
professionals, and is "not a Turk-
ishorganisation by any standard”,

Following the revocation of
security clearance by BCAS, the
company's shares tanked 10 per

$The IndianEXPRESS

New Delhi: Turkey-based airport
ground handling provider Celebi
haslaunched alegal challenge to
India’s decision to overturmnits
security clearance, arguing in a
court filing that “vague” national
security concerns were cited
without reasoning,

Cedebi Airport Services India,
inaMay 16filing seen by Reuters,
asked the DelhiHigh Court toset
aside that decision, arguing it

cent on Borsa lstanbul (Istanbul
Stock Exchange }on Thursday and
closed at 2224 Turkish Lira {TL).
Then on Friday moming, the
Celebi scrip crashed by another
10 per cent to 2,002 TL Trading
had to be suspended more than
once as the stock crashed. The
scrip had been under pressure for
the past fewy days, given the grow-
ingdissatisfactionwith Turkey in
Indiafor the former's support for
Islamabad in last week's military
conflagration between Indiaand
Pakistan.

“Our company will pursue all
administrative and legal reme-
diestoclanfy theseunfounded al-
legations and to reverse the im-
posedorders,” Celebi saidin a
regulatory filing on Thursday. On
Friday, following the unilateral
termination by various Indian air-
ports of their contracts with

Celebi sues India over ‘vague’
clearance pullback amid conflict

wouldimpact3,791 jobsandin-
vestorconfidence, and was is-
sued wathout any warning to the
company. “Mere rhetoric of na-
tional security without elaborat-
ing upon in what manner is an
entity a threat to national secu-
rityis unsustainable in law,” the
company said in the filing which
i5 not public. The Centre did not
immediately respond to a re-
guest for comment. REUTERS

Celebi's India subsidiaries, the
company said that it will pursue
administrative and legal reme-
thes to seek theannulment of the
contract lermunations.

“Since the beginning of our
operations, our subsiciaries have
neverengaged in anyactivity that
violates India's national security
interests or relevant legislation.
We believe the revocation of se-
curity clearances based onunjust
and [alseallegations by adminis-
trative authorities is inappropri-
ate,” Celebi said in regulatory fil-
ings.[talsosaid thatas thelargest
foreign investor in India's ground
handling and air cargo sector
since 2009, the company has pro-
vided employment to over
10,000 Indians and nvested over
§250million in thecountry.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

. — " —_ i ——— ;-

Sat,

17 May 2825
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77379847

Celebi’s share price plunges nearly
0% in 2 days after India’s action

Indian airports announce
termination of services

SUKALPSHARMA
MNEW DELHI, MAY 16

INTHE WAKE of the Centre's de-
cision torevoke the secunty clear-
ance of Turkey-based airport
ground handling major Celebi,
various Indian airports have
ended their assodation with the
company, and are working with
other ground handling service
providers to ensure uninter-
rupted and smooth flight opera-
tions. Between Thursday and
Friday, operators of airports in-
cluding Delhi, Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Kochi, and Goa
(Mopa)announced the discon-
tinuation of Celebi's services.
The government's decision
has brought Celebi's India opera-
tions toa halt, and airports and air-
lines that were working with the
companyare turning to the other
major ground handiing playersin
India’s aviation sector like Al
Airport Services, Air India SATS
Airport Services, the Bird group,
and Indo Thai Aviation Services.
Celebi provided ground han-
dling services tovarious interna-
tional and domestic airlines op-
erating out of  nine
airports—Mumbai, Delhi, Kochi,
Kannur, Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Ahmedabad, Chennai, and Goa

(Mopa). According to Celebi's
website, its India operations
spanned 58,000 flights and 5.4
lakh tonnes of cargo annually,
Celebi said it directly employed
over 10,000 Indians.

Adani group-operated
Mumbai and Ahmedabad air-
ports announced the termination
of theirground handling conces-
sioncontracts with Celebi, adding
that the company has been di-
rected toimmediately hand over
all its ground handling facilities,
according to a statement by the
Lwo alrports,

The announcement from
these two airports came after the
GMR group-led Delhi Inter-
national Airport Ltd on Thursday
severed ties with Celebi entities
for ground handling and cargo
operations at the Capital's Indira
Gandhilnternational Airport.

Hyderabad and Goa (Mopa)
airport, which are also operated
by the GMR group, posted on so-
cial media platform X that they
were working with alternative
service providers and regulatory
authorities to fadlitate a smooth
transition Bengaluru and Kochi
airport operators also posted
publicstatements on X, announc-
ingthe discontinuation of Celebi’s
services, with other authorised
service providers stepping in to

fill the gap.
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Celebisues India
on airportsissue

Most of its investors are not of Turkish origin, it argued

T
Functturklmrmant com
MEW DELHI

urkiey-hased Celebi,
which provides air
port ground han-
dling im India, has
lmunched a legal
challengeio New Dedhi'sdech
siom b overiom iis seruriy
claramce, arguing that the
“vague” matinnal seourty con-
ceres were ciied withoat any
reEasnning
Al grrowd g usblic angrer
i It vt Turkey s stance
unPalasianin the lnda-Paki
stanconflict, the govenment
o Thursiday revokedd Celebi's
cority clearance in the
“interest afmthinal seosnty”
Urdehd Adrport Services
T, iy B Ny filingr seseen by
Heeuiers, sk the elhi High
Cirt 1o et asiile that devi-
st srguing i would impacs
| jobs sl investor comil
dlenee, 2l was sawed withos
amy warsing tothe company
“Mere rhetoric of naticmal
sevurity without elaborating
upun in whal manner is an
entity a threat 1o mational
serrity |s unmsiginabls in
lom:,” the company sabd im the
fiking, which is mot pubdic
Thie orcer * faids todisclose
aeny specilic or bt setive res
son except for @ vague and
grneral referenee b natkmal
serurity”.. it provides nore-
sonEne jusiificaion,” i added
The Inafin geverneeni i
it imrmsedimely respond oo
request for commyent from
Jeruters The case is likehinbe
heered o Monday.

imanbul-based alrpor servicesfim's dearance wasievoled ar
Emckan airpons over Terkey s pro-Pakd stan stance: oo

Brusts filimg, Cedehil sl tbai
while its sharchahlers were
regsereil in Turkey. “major-
ivendeontrl® of the groupis
et by commpuamdes: tha do nist
have Tirkdsh incorpesraticn or
odgin. In revoking Celehi's
clearmnreon Thursday, Ieelia’s
mnboravistioeminister, Mur-
lithhar Mahal, sdd en X chat
e govermmie s bad received
respuesls froms across Indla to
ian Celebil

“Hecoymizing the serions
niessil thee issue sn the-call o
protect national inferesis, we
have taken cognizmance of

requests,” he sald

Thi= Shiv Sena party, a key
allyin Mocl's prvernment, had
held protesas agains Celebiin
Mumshad this week, demand-
ing that the city's airport sever
tieswithit

Meamwhile, Alr [ndia has
katsbvieed Dl e oo il iy B
rival Indifso's tie-up with
Turkish Airlimes, cleing buosi-

niss mgisct and secarityeon-
cerns sparked by Istanbul’s
sppor fr Palistan, acoord
g ina peran imthe knoowand
2 dormneest seen by Kraters
Ammid growng priblic anger
in India sgaims Turkey's
sianee om Pakisian in the
Inclia-Fakistan confhict, Indi
ans have hern cancelling baoli-
cays Sipee 2005, Inditio has
hatl a keasing armangemeni
withstate-backed TurkishAir
Imes, which hesprovided rwn
planes with pilots and some
orew b lmdid s o operate on
New Dethl- s SMombal-to-
Istanbaul mutes. Alr India
asked the civil mation minis-
try o disallow nepesi ed exien-
szl ihe kming deal which
must he renewed every six
muibes, argudng if s beenefit
ing Torkey and burtive lsdizn
aviatinm srconling tothe per-
st and & dlocumend Airlndia
submitied o government
elepart neemis seen by Beeiers,
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Celebi moves HC over revoked clearance

RAJESH KUMAR B New Delhi

chting national security reasons, Turkey-based aviation
firm Celebi Aviation Holding has approached the
Dedhi High Court challenging the decision. Soon after the
Bureau -f:ll Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) revoked its securi-
ty clearance to it in the “interest of national security”, Celebi
Aviation Holding has seen its shares plunge nearly 20 per cent
since Thursday, effectively bringing its operations in the coun-
try to i sudden halt. The security clearance of the frm was
revoked days after Turkey backed Pakistan and condemmned
India’s strikes on terror camps in the netghbouring country.
Celebi Aviation has argued that the action taken against it
is sudden and not justified. “The national security reason for
revocation is vague” the company has sald. Aecording (o the
petition, the government’s move was not properly explained
and has badly affected the company’s work in India It has asked
the Court to set aside that decision. arguing it would impact

! day after its security clearance was revoked by the Centre

hundreds of jobs and investor confidence, amd was 1ssued with-
oul any warning lo the company. The case is likely to be heard
on Monday. Earlier, in a regulatory filing to the Turkish stock
[3e hanb:: on Friday, Celebi revealed that four key agreements
between its Indian subsidiaries and airport authorities have
been terminated without prior notice. Amonyg these is a con-
cession agreement valid untl 2034 between Celebi Delhi Cango
Terminal Management India Pyt Lid and Delhi International
Adrport Lid (DIAL). Celebi holds a 74 per cent stake in this
venture. Similarly, the licence agreement for ground handling
services between Celebi GH India Pyt Lad (CGHI)—61 per
cent owned by Celebi-and Ahmedabad International Airpon
Lid {AIAL), valid until 2032, has also been terminated.

Alsg, the licence agreement lor ground handling services
between Celebi GH India Pyt Ltd (CGHI), which is 61 per
cenl owned by Celebt, and Ahmedabad International Adrport
Ltd {AIAL} has been terminated. The pact was valid till 2032,
it stated.

Conlinuen on ¥y P2

Celebi moves HC over revoked clearance

Continwad from )0 P17}y Bridge

Mounted Equipment Service Agreement
valid until 2036 and the Concession
Agreement Ground Handling Services
valld until 2029, execuled between Celebl
Nas Airport Services India Pvt Lid
{Celebi Mas), 59 per cent owned by our
company and Mumbai International
Airport Ltd (MIAL)," has been terminat-
ed, the filing said,

Following the BCAS decision, oper-
ations of various entities of Celebi Hava
Servisi AS have been suspended. They are
Celebd Airport Services India Pvit Ltd
(CASI), Celebi GH India Pvi Lud (CGHI),
Celebi Nas Atrport Services India Pyt Lid,
Celebi Delhi Carge Terminal
Management India Pyt Lid, and Celebi
GS Chennai Pvi Lid (CGSC).

Dethi Chiel Minister Rekha Gupta
called for a complete boyeott of nations
that support terrorism in Indfa while
praising Azadpur Mandi traders for
deciding to stop importling apples from
Turki

Talki “b to reporters on the sidelines of
her visit to Azadpur Mandi, the chiel
minister thanked the iraders for boy-
cotting Turkizh apples. “It is absolutely
right. If any nation is involved against
India, the le of this country will boy-
colt I‘J'Ltmpizi'Lpll:lcl}: | I‘J'LGk I‘J':fsfr
traders for boyeolting the import. This

is their patriotism,” she said. The chiel

minister said India is united and there
should be no trade, talks or relations with

countries that are “masters of ternorism”

The All India Gem and Jewellery
Domestic Councll (GJC) urged the
industry to suspend all business transac-
tons with Turkiye and Azerbaijan ina
show of support for Operation Sindoor,
while reputed educational institulions,
such as the IT-Roorkes, cancelled MolUs
signed with the universities of the two
countries.

“IIT-Roorkee stands firmly in support
of national policy and strategic interests.
As aleading institution, we are commit-
ted o ensiring that our global partner-
s]ups reflect the values, p_r:uri.ll-rs, and
security considerations of our country.
Our focus remains on building meaning-
{ul and responsible academic collabora-
Hons that contrbute to Indias growth and
global standing” Director Kamal Kishore
Pant said.

Punjab’s Lovely Professional University
(LPU), Hyderbabad-based Maulana Azad
Natbomal Urdy University (MANUL) and
Chhatrapati Shahu i Mahara) University
{CSIMUT) in Kanpur have also announced

the termination of their memomanda of

understanding { MoUs) with education-
al institutions of T'ur]-u)-'r and
Azerbaijan Jalandhar-based LPU became
the first private university to terminate
its associations with institutions in the
two countries.

“When our brave armed forces are
risking their lives — whether in covert
operations, sir defence, or pairu]llng ol
borders — we, as an institution, cannaot
rematn indifferent. LPU's mission has

always been aligned with the growth and
integrity of India, and we will never asso-
ciate with any fnstitution that undermines
India’s sovereignty,” the university's
founder-chancellor and Rajya Sabha
member Ashok Kumar Mittal said.

The MANUU, a central uriversity, has
annoinced the cancellation of its acad-
emic Mol with the Yunus Emre Institute
in Turkiye for a diploma course with
immediate effect. Several trade bodies
have given a call to boyeoit Turkish prod-
ucts, whereas Indian universities, includ-
ing the [NU and Jamia Millia lslamia,
have suspended their agreements with
the two countries.

Nearly 125 top trade bodies and
organisations have already passed a res-
olution halting tmports from these two
countries.

The trade associations also stated that
Indian exporters, importers, and business
delegations will be discouraged from any
engagement with companies or tnstitu-
tions based in Turkiye and Azerbaijan.
The trade bodies also appealed to the
Indian Film Industry oot to undertake
shooting of any flm in Turkey and
Azerbaijan. In case, the traders pledged.
if any shm:tin].;:l:. done, the business com-
munity and the people will boyeott such
films. Dielhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
called for a complete boyeott of naions
that support terrorism in India while
praising Azadpur Mandl traders for
deciding to stop importing apples from
Turkiye.
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Adani Airport Holdings Ltd axes ties with
Turkish firm Celebi and Chinese DragonPass

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
ML MEAL 16 MA)

Adani Airport Holdings Lid
(AAHL) has terminated its
association Turkish airport
ground handling company
Celebi Adrport Services India
Pvt Lid as well as Chinese
company DragonPoss, it has
been officially announced.

Chinese company Drag-
onlPass, provides access to
airporit lounges and Drag-
onMfass users were allowed
io access the lounges ai all
the airports operated by
AAHL, until recently,

However, these lounges
will be maccessible for Drag-
onPass users henceforth,
accomding wihe AAHLstate-
mient.

"DraponPass customers
will no longer hove access
o lounges ot Adoni-mana ped
airporis. This change will
have noimpact on the airport

lounge and trave] expernence
for other customers,” an
AAHL spokespe son staied.
After Turkey expressed
solidirity with Pakis innwhen
India launched Operation
Sindoor in response to o
temror in Kashmir's Pahalpaum,
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) under the
Linibon Civil Aviation Ministry
revolked the security clearmoe
of the Turkish ground han-
dling servicescompany Celebi
Airport Services India Pv
Lid on Thursday, cliing
natinnal security interest
After the Union Civil Awd
anon Mil'l.!.\-'[r!-"l‘!i U [K]J'I.II][E'I BT
airport operators have
announced breaking tes
with Turkish company Celebi
GMRAirpontsLid terminated
its ground handling conces-
sionagrecments with Celebi
at Indlira Gandhi Inermatonal
Airport in Delhi, while AAHL
terminated its agreement

with the Turkish company
at Mumbai's Chhatropati
Shivaji Maharajlniemational
Airport (CSMIA} and Ahmed-
abad's Sardar Vallabhbhai
Parel Imternational Airport
(SVPIA),
"Celebihas been directed
to immediately hand over
to us afl pround handling
facilities (o ensure uninter-
rupted operations. We will
continue to provide seamless
service toall airlines without
disruptions through new
ground handling dgencies
selected by us. All existing
iployees of Celebi at CSMIA
and SVPLA will be transie med
tothe new ground handling
apencies on thelr existing
terms and conditions of
employment,” an AAHL
spokesperson said.
Howewver, Celebi Airport
Services India Pyt Lid refuted
allegatinns regamdingiis own-
ership as well as operations

in India, in an officizl state-
ment. The Turkish campany
also refuted the claim ihai
Turkish PM Recep Tayvip
Erdogan's daughter Sumeyye
is a part owner of the com-
pany. It soid that nobody
named Slmeyye owned any
shareholding in the parent
organisation, adding that
members of the founding
family have no political affil-
iations of any kind.

Celebi’s official siaternent
claimed that it is majority-
owned (635 per cent) by inter-
national institutional
lI'I.".'L"!lLl][L-rlu[l'l.lL'l'Ll-L-!lL:i.ll'l.'L-
da, US, UK, Singapore, UAE
and Western Europe. [t
claimed that a Jersey-reg-
istered fund Actera Pantners
Il L.P. holds 50 per cent
ownershipin Ceebi Havacilik
Holding.

While Celebi clod med that
it is nota Turkish organisagon
by any standard, it also

stated that the company
was orginally established
in 1958 in Turkey and the
founding Celebioglu family,
which holds 315 per cent
stakes in the company, are
of Turkish origin_ lt claimed
that Celebi's business in
Indiais an Indian enterprise,
leed and manag ed completely
by Indian professionals.
“In India, Celebi has
proudly operated for over
15 vears and is a key plaver
in the private ground han-
dling sector. We directly
employ over 10,000 Indians,
supporting the livelihood
of thousands of families,
and have contributed more
than USD 220 million in
|'-'|TI]?,'TFI'ITI infrastruciure
investments. We operateat
nine of India’s busiest air-
poris and are an essential
part of the nation's aviation
ecosystem,” Celebi's official
stafement mentioned,
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No disruption at major airports
as other ground handlers step in

SaurabhSinha | Thn

New Delhi: Govt rule man-
dating airports handling over
a crore passengers annually
have at least three ground
handling agencies (GHA)
meant that flights and passen-
gers at a majority of the nine
airports from where Turkiye's
Celebi was barred on Thurs-
day, were not affected. Other
ground handlers equally took
over share of the job Celebi
was doing. This is an interim
arrangement and the airport
operators will now issue ten-
ders inviting bids for appoint-
ing their third GHA.

The exceptions included
Goa (Mopa) where the Turk-
ish company was the only JV
and where the GMR Group
has made alternate arrange-
ments for now, The other
eight airports — Delhi, Mum-
bai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Chennai, Ahmedabad and
Cochin — asked the other
GHAstochipin.

Among the leading GHAs
in India are Air India Airport
Services Ltd (ATASL), Air In-
diaSATS Alrport Services (Al-
SATS), Bird Group’s Bird

Reuters

BUSINESS AS USUAL

Flight Services (BFS) and
Agile Alrport Services (of In-
diGo), “Afr India & IndiGo mo-
stly do their own self handling
through these companies. Oth-
er GHAs cater to smaller do-
mestic and international air-
lines. When the Bureau of Civ-
il Aviation Security (BCAS)or-
der came on Thursday
revoking security clearance to
Celebi and its associated com-
panies, airport operators reac-
hed out tous and asked ustodo
Celebe job for some time,” said
aleading non-airline GHA.
The handover from Celebi
was completed within 24
hnur't, say people in the know,
“Over 10,000 employees of Ce-

Mumbai airport
gets interim
ground handler

W ithin 24 hours of Celebi's
exit from the ground
handling scene, Mumbai
dirport operator appointed an
interim service provider to
ensure airlines and passengers
are not affected. Celebi's
ground handling equipment
will be |eased by this company,
andits employees will be
transferred tothisinterim
service provider to ensure
continuity of service, said
Mumbai International Airport
Ltd on Friday. ms

lebi have been absorbed
across  interim  handlers.
About 35-40% of them have
joined Bird Group, while the
rest have been placed with Al-
SATS and ATASL,” said an-
other ground handler,
Barring a few hiccups

mostly administrative —
GHAs say “operations have
stabilised and there are no re-
ported flight delays or passen-
ger disruption.”
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Celebi moves Delhi HC against
revocation of security clearance

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Turkish-origin
firm Celebi Airport Services
India,. which handled ground
handling operations at
various airports In India,
including in the capital,
approached Delhi high court
on Friday challenging the de-
cision of aviation watchdog
BCAS to revoke its security
clearance in the “interest of
national security”.

The plea questions the
move to act against the firm
on “vague” national security
concerns, a decision taken by
govt days after Turkive
backed Pakistan and con-
demned India's strikes on ter-
ror camps in the neighbour-
ing country It is likely to be
taken up for hearing next
week, Celebi, operating inthe
Indian aviation sector for
over 15 years and employing
over 10,000 people, offers its
services at nine airports.

According to sources, it
argued that the Indian govt's
decision to revoke its securi-
tv clearance, which provides
airport gr uund handling ser-

GROUNDED

vices across India, will jeop-
ardise thousands of jobs and
threaten investor confidence.
Celebi maintains that its op-
erations in India are inde-
pendent and professionally
governed, distancing itself
from any political affilia-
tions. Itislikely to seek an ur-
gent stay, arguing that mere
rhetoric of national security
can't be a ground to take such
action as govt's move fails to
reveal grounds or reasons
why such an action is called
for and gives no justification.

Following the revocation
of Celebi NAS Airport Servic-
es' security clearance, Union
civil aviation minister Ram

Mohan Naidu assured that ef-
forts are underway to retain
emplovees, A press release
from the civil aviation minis-
try stated that BCAS revoked
Celebi’s security clearance on
grounds related to national se-
curity, Govt reaffirmed its
commitment to national secu-
rity passenger convenience,
and uninterrupted cargo oper-
ations while managing the fal-
lout from the decision.

The firm handles around
58,000 flights and 540,000
tonnes of cargoannually in In-
dia, according to its website. It
is present at Mumbai, Delhi,
Cochin, Kannur, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Goa, Ahmedabad,
and Chennai airports.

In a statement issued
earlier, Celebi Aviation India
said it remains in full compli-
ance with Indian aviation,
national security, and tax
regulations, and operates
with complete transparency
It rejected all allegations re-
garding the company's own-
ership and operations in In-
dia and reaffirmed its long-
standing commitment to the
country’s aviation sector
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Govt withdraws security nod to
Turkish handler at 9 airports

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Citing the “inter-
est of national security”™, Mo-
di govt on Thursday revoked
security clearance toTurkish
ground service provider Ce-
lebiandits associated compa-
nies, in a move that will im-
pact the security-sensitive
ground handling services
provided by the company at
nineairports, both passenger
and cargoterminals.
“Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) has revoked
the security clearance of Ce-
lebiand its associated compa-
nies on grounds related to na-
tional security. Nothing is
above the security of our na-
tion and our fellow citizens.
MNational interest and public
safety are paramount and
non-negotiable. Efforts being
made to ensure that employe-
es working with Celebiare re-

PAK LINK
» Celebi denies links with
Turkish prez Erdogan's
daughter Siimeyye, who,
reports say, is part owner of co
> After JNU, Jamia Millia
Islamia suspends all academic
collaborations with institutions
affiliated to Turkiye govt,
citing national security
concerns, officials say

» Adani Group ends its
partnership with Chinese

co DragonPass, which is a
platform offering airport
lounge access service. Adani
currently runs 7 airports,
including Mumbai's

tained and continue tocontri-
bute and ensure seamless
handling of passengers and
cargo at all affected air-
ports,” Union aviation mini-
ster Ram Mohan Naidu said.

Celebi Airport Services
India Pvt Ltd (CASIPL) and
two other Celebi companies
in India provide ground
handling in Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Chennai, Ahmedabad, Goa,
Cochinand Kannurairports.

The BCAS order, which is
with immediateeffect, isseen
as a clear message from PM
Narendra Modi that suppor-
ting Pakistan will have an
economic cost for countries
doing so. Pakistan had fired
Turkish-origin drones on In-
dian cities during Operation
Sindoor.

Turkey is facing massive
backlash for its support to Pa-
kistan with tour operatorsre-
porting widespread cancella-
tions. There are also protests
against Turkish goods, such
as marbles and apples. sold in
India. P12
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Govt withdraws security

nod

to Turkish handler at 9 airports

Samrabh, Sinha & timesofindia.com

Niw Delhi: Clting the *inter
est of national security”™, Mo-
di govt on Thursday revalkied
security clemrance to Turkish
ground servies provider Ce
lebiand its nssociated compa-
nies, in a move that will imp
act the seourity-sensitive gro
und handling services provi-
ded by the company ot nine
airports, both passenger amd
cargo terminals.

# Edil Page: Recep For
Trouble

RAureau of Chvil Aviation
Security (BCAS) has revoled
the sscurity o nee of Ce-
I anidd 15 associated compa-
nies on grounds related tong-
tlonal security. Nothing is
above the security of our na-

PAK LINK

» Turkish co Celebi denies
links with Prez Erdogan's
daughler Slmeyye. who,
reports say, s part owner of co
» Celebi Airport Services
iz Py Lid & 2 other Celebi
©os provide ground-handling
services in Defhi, Mumbai,
Bengalury, Hyd, Chenna,
Ahmedabad, Goa, Cochin
and Kannur airports

'plaﬁumnﬁerhualrpm
Iloungeamssmlu . Adani
| eurrently runs 7 airports, P 20

thori amd fellow citlzens. Na-
tional interest and public ss-

ety are paramount and nor

negotinhie. Efforts being ma-

der to emsure that employees
working with Celebi are reta-
tred and continue o contrib
uie s ensure seamless han-
dling ol passengers and car
po at all affected mirports,”
Union aviation minister Ham
Mohan Naidu said.

Celehi Alrport Services
India Pvt Litd and two other
Celebi companies in India pr-
ovide grownd handling in De-
1hi, Mumbai, Bengalurn, Hy-
dernbad, Chennal, Ahmedab
ad, Goa. Cochin and Kannur
alrports, The BCAS order,
which is with immediate of
fect, 15 seen paa clear message
from PM Narendra Modi that
supporting Pakistan will ha-
veaneconombceost for colnt-
ries dolng sn

» Disruption fears, P 20

Amid fears of disruption, Delhi
airport assures ‘smooth ops’

Adanis terminate deal with DragonPass

ight days aftes Adani Group announced a te-up with China'’s

DragonPass to provide lounge access at Indian alrports it
manages, the conglomerate ended the deal, *Our association with
DragonPass...has been terminated with immediate effect,” Adani
Alrpaort Holdings said on Thursday, This move is part of a larger trend
where Indian companies are chanting plans becawse of tensions with
Pakistan, which has received support from countries like China and
Turkiye. Earliar, Reliance Industries withdnow its application to
trademark “Operation Sindoar,™ after social media backiash. The
partnership drew criticism following Pehalpam attack and
subsequent Operation Sindoor, “This change will have noimpact
on..Jounge and traved experience for other customers,” it sald.

kFrom P 1

A Rish-origin drones on In-
dian aities during Opera.

tion Sindoor: Turkiveisfacing
mazsive backlash for Nz sup
part to Pakistan with touwr ope-
rators reporting widespread
caneellations. There are also
protests against Turkish mo-
ods, such as marbles and app
les, sold in Indin.

In a statement, Celisbi ih‘ll]
ed links with Turkish presi
dent Recep Tayvyip F‘rf]mns
daughter Sumeyye, who, e
ports said, was part owner of
this company Sumeyye s war-
ried to Seleuk Bayraktar —
chairman of BAYKAR, the
company that makes drones
thatwere used by Pakistan.

Amid fears that operations
ot some of the sirports may be
impacted, Delhl adrport assu:
red “smooth operations and
employes continuity”, while
nnnouncing it had ended ties
with CASTFL. Most airports ha-

| okistan had fred Tuor-

ve moee Than one groand hand-
ler with Bind Flight Servioes
and Air India SATS Alrport
Services operating in Delhl
Ground handlers provide mil-
tipleservices tnenaureafficlent
and sufe operation of alreraft

o the ground.

Meanwhile, India on
Thursday postponed the ere
dential ceremony for forelgn
embassadors, including new
Turkish ervoy because of
“scheduling lssues™
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Mum airport historical slots: Panel agrees
unanimously to retain all for winter schedule

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The decision to reinstate
slots to carriers was taken follo-
wing discussions between airline
representatives and the Mumbai
airport’s operator at the first 'Slot
Coordination Committee’ meeting
held for the airport.

Aslotisaspecified bracket of ti-
me granted to an airline to carry
putalanding or take-off and usethe
airport infrastructure. Time slots
help manage airport capacity and
check congestion.

“Airline representatives advo-
cated for the reinstatement and

approval of all historical slots for
the 2025 winter schedule, particu-
larly for international airlines that
previously received communica-
tion from Mumbai airport on April
21 indicating slot reductions. The
Airports Authority of India sup-
ported the airline representative,
and following discussions, the com-
mittee unanimously agreed that all
historical slots for winter 2025 will
be retained,” said a source. Mum-
bai airport did not comment.

The issue began on April 21
Mumbai airport’s operator infor-
med cargo carriers that all their
slots post-Aug 16 were cancelled -

they could not operate to Mumbai
airport, that is. At the same time,
the airport informed certain Midd-
le Eastern passenger airlines that
slots granted to them for the period
between the end of Oct and the end
of March (winter schedule 2025)
were reduced. For instance, if an
airline was granted two landing
and two take-off slots per day, the
airport informed them that they
would get only one landing and one
take-off slot in the upcoming win-
ter schedule.

Airlines, through their trade
body, the International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA), fought

this decision and sought govt inter-
vention to restore the cancelled le-
gacyslots. IATA, inits protestletter,
said the "seemingly permanent
withdrawal of historicslotsfor pas-
senger airlines... is not what one
would expect of a major hub air-
portin India".

The Directorate General of Ci-
vil Aviation (DGCA) approved slots
at Mumbai airport for freighters
for summer 2025, that is, till the end
of Oct. This will
continue witho-
ut interruption,
the slot commit-
tee decided.
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Aviation watchdog BCAS revokes
security clearance for Turkish firm Celebi

NEW DELHI, May 15; Aviation watch-
dog BCAS today revoked the security
clearance of ground handling company
Celebi Airport Services India, a unit of
Turkiye's Celebi, with immediate effect
in the “interest of national security™.

The move by the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) came against the back-
drop of Turkive's backing for Pakistan and
its condemnation of India's recent strikes
on terror camps in the neighbouring coun-
try and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir {PoK)
under ‘Operation Sindoor’. Pakistan had
also used Turkish drones on a large scale
in the military conflict with India.

Official sources, meanwhile, said the gov-
emment may discourage people from go-
ing to Turkiye as well as Azerbaijan, which
had also actively supported Pakistan in the
conflict. As a result, there is likely to be a
significant drop in visits of Indian tourists,
hosting of destination weddings and shoot-
ing of Indian films in the two countries in
the coming days, the sources said.

“... the security clearance in r/o Celebi
Airport Services India Pvt Ltd is hereby
revoked with immediate effect in the in-
terest of national security,” the BCAS said
in an order. The security clearance under
the category ‘Ground Handling Agency’ was
approved by the BCAS in November 2022,

There are also calls in certain quarters
for boycotting Turkish goods and tourism.

Ground handling
company offers
services at Mumbai,
Delhi, Cochin, Kannur,
Bangalore, Hyderabad,
Goa - GOX,
Ahmedabad, Chennai
airports

Some online travel portals and associa-
tions have issued advisories asking peo-
ple not to visit Turkiye.

While India's trade ties with the two
countries have already come under scru-
tiny, multiple educational institutions, in-
cluding Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU), have either suspended their col-
laboration with universities in Turkiye or

are considering it.

In a post on X, Jamia Millia Islamia said
it has suspended all academic collabora-
tions with institutions affiliated with the
Government of Turkiye.

Celebi Aviation India rejected allega-
tions regarding the company’s owner-
ship and operations in India and reaffirmed
its long-standing commitment to the coun-
try's aviation sector.

“We are not a Turkish organisation by
any standard and adhere fully to globally
accepted practices of corporate govern-
ance, transparency, and neutrality, with
no political affiliations or links to any for-
eign government or individuals,” it said
in a statement.

In compliance with the BCAS directive,
Delhi International Airport Ltd (DIAL)
formally ended its association with Celebi
entities responsible for ground handling
and cargo operations at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA).

Celebi Airport Services India, which is
part of Turkiye-based Celebi, offers servic-
esat nine airports — Mumbai, Delhi, Cochin,
Kannur, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Goa (GOX),
Ahmedabad and Chennai. Celebi has been
operating in India for the past 15 years.

Official sources told PTI the govern-
ment is actively considering discourag-
ing Indians from visiting Turkiye and Az-
erbatjan. — PTI
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Grounded by
govt, Celebi
moves court

® Says order revoking
security clearanceis
vague, mere rhetoric

HITIN KUM AR
Mew Delhi, bay 16

TURKEY-BASED AVIATION
GROUND handling company
Celebl on Friday moved the Delh
High Court against the govern
ment’s decision to nemiee i1 seo-
rity clearanoe, calling il vague and
legalby unsintainable. Thie move
ol n«lrﬁjwﬂ.ﬂlmlrmwmu
beetvewon India and Turkey over ihe
lagter's vocal support for Pakistan
uinee Dparration Sammlosr

The Bureanof Civil Aviation Secu
ity [BCAS) ad on Thursd sy revolosd
the security cloarsmnoe of Celebd Alr
port Services India, orting national
secuHty congorns, The action fol
Ioworedd Lt o public and political
pressare, withi several voloes @illing
fior the company to be barmed from
operating in India due (o Torkey's

roebved ant b-India stance in the
aiest india - Pakistan conilct

Meamwhile, the Mumbal abrport
mperator on Friday sakd IndoThai
Alrpart Senviceswill be carrying out
ther ground handling works at the
alrpart for theee months

Celebd which aperated at nine
Indian akrports induding Mambai,
inltspetition filed om Friday, stated
that the government arder was
[ssised wiithowt warning or detaiked
reasankng, The company sald the
revoc Hon diredlly affects nearly
3,800 jobs and coudd seriowsly dent
Imvestor comfidence in India'’s avia-
thon sector. It termed the govern
ment s reasoding vague avd lack g
ay asbstan e orspecifie grounds

IN THE CROSSFIRE

m Calabi operated ot nme incdian
airparty: Murmbal, Delhi, Kochi,

K anar, Bengalur, Hyderabad,
Abmedabsd, Chermna, and Coa

B A thir ol tha
@b basasd

EOmEEny T
conmbdated
FEYENLE in
T3k came
Fram itx fe
i
sadhcianes

* Mhere thetoic of natkomal secx
rty without claborating upon in
what manner is an entity a threat
to natiomal security is unsustain
able n kew)” thie comguany hias said
It alsa poboted out that while its
sharchalders are based in Turkey,
the controlling interests liewith
entities thatare not of Turkish od
g It poimed out that & #¥hof the
company s owined by interis
thomal inatitithonal vestors from
regions including Canada, the US,
the UK, Singapore, the UAE, and
‘Westem Enrope.

Continved on Page 10

Grounded by govt,
Celebi moves court

"ACTERA PARTNERS [1LP a Jor-
sey-regtstered fund holds 509
owneshipin Celebi Havacilik
Holding AS. The rermaining 1 5%
isheld by Alpha Airport Services
BV, a Duich-registered entiy,"
Celebl sidin a statement,

The matter is expected to
come up for hearing in the
coming week

Celebi has been operating
inIndia forover 15 years and
provides ground handling see-
vices at nine alrports, inclid-
ing Delhi Mumbai, Bengahur,
Hydembad and Goa [t handles
around 58,000 flights and
over 500,000 wnneof cargo
annually, The company has
alsosaid in its flimg that it had
undergone thorough back
ground and security verifica
tions by Indian inteligence
and security agencies before
Lo |:|'||:-|.+rlrl.hf s ::;H-s'.'l'l o,

In a separate statement,
Celebi reaffirmed its commit
menttothe indian market and
saiditremains fullycompliant
withall Indian s, induding
those related o oational secu-
rity and taxation, It denied all

ED 315T MARCH 2025

e 1

allegations about its owner-
ship structune and operational
integrity

The mvocation came after
widespread political backlash.
Minister of state for civi avia
tion, Murlidhar Moholsaid on
X Ih.'ﬂ !hﬂr Fiad llfﬂ'l MLEITAEr-
ouscalls from across the coun
trytoban Celebiinthe interest
of national security.

The development comes
after Turkey criticised Opera-
tionSindoor — India'sstrikeon
terror infrastructure in Pak
istan and Pakistan-ocoupied
Kashmir in retalation for the
PFahalgam terror attack, in
which 26 civilians, mostly
tourstswere killed, lslimahad
had also used Turkish drones
in the conflict, according to
Indian officals.

Meanwhile, following the
governments move, Delhi

Intermational Alrport Lid {Dial)
late an Thursday said that it
hasformallyended its associa-
tion with Celebi for both
ground handling and carro
terminal management. Celebi
Delhi CargoTerminal Manage-
el lni!l.i, wilileh was over -
secing cargo functions at the
Indira Gandhi Intermational
Airport, has also been affected
by the povernment action
Inits statement, Mumba i
Intermational Airport (MIAL)
said, “IndoThal Airport Ser
vices hasbem appointedas the
interim ground handling
provider at the airport for the
next three mon thewithimme-
diate effect.” It added that a
joint meeting was held with
airlimes to ensure asmoothand
stable transition. Currently,
IndoThai Airport Services
operates at ning arports,
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Air India up
inarms over
IndiGo's
Turkey ties

ADITYA KALRA
& ABHIATH GAMAPAYARAM
Hew Dwlhi, May 14

AIR (MDA HAS kobibiod Indian offi
clali tohabtrival Inaditao’s beasing tie
upith Turkish Ardines, citing s
ness impact as well o sscurity
consoer sparked by Turkeys support
foor Pl st dharing the katest conflict
with bndlis, accombing o .a soanoe and
adonment soen by Reurers

Aniild grimting public anger in
i) L g Trthosy s n e oo i -
istam, the govemiment on Tharsdyy
evaked securdty clearanceof Tiardkdsh
v s g servion (e, Colebsl,
(|'IH|-HI\MMHHJ seruanty, Slnoe 2023,
IndiGea b hail & keasing armange-
et wikh state-backod Tirkish Adr-
Eneywhich hm provided twap lanm
vl pulker s aned soevee crewe b Inidi G
inoporate on Mew Delbd- and M
hai-to- | |antul reutes

Alr Inafla bas ko the ol ma
tror il ey Lo ol [sadlowr pepaatied
exten shoms of the leasing desd, which
et b renewad every sixmontha,
arguling it is benafiting Turkey and
horting India's avistion secton,
accesting tothe source arsd & deou -
maezit Abr Inddia submitted to some
Inglian government departments

Continued on Fage 10

Alupinarms
over IndiGo's
Turkey ties

THE AIRCRAFT LEASING
armrangement had led 0% sub-
stant ial increass lnseat capac-
ity™ to Turkey, boosting that
country's toursm as well, the
document sad

Adr India and Tudkish Alr-
lines, as wellas Indias wviation
minktry, did not espond to
Reutens querices

Ina statement, IndiSo said
its partnemship with Turk sh Alr
lines, whichalsoinchedea code
share deal, "provides muoltiple
benefits to Indian travellers”,
boasts mviation growthand ot
and also “enabled IndiGo to
build its presence in the long
haul markets in Eumope and the
US™Underaviation policies, the
government can approve such
leasing deals forsix months in
cases of "ermergent” or *unfore
seon” cicumstances, but they
canbemaended. The last exten
slon for IndiGofor suchlemsesis
vablid untl May 31, and the car-
rier has already applied foran
extension, said another source
with direct knowladpe.

The development comes
after Turkey criticised Indias
strikeonterrorinfrastmcture in
Pakistanand Pakistan-oooupied
Kashmir in retaliation for the
Pahalgamtemoratiack, inwinch
16 civilians, mostly tourists
were killed Islamabad had also
kel Turkieh drone in the con-
flict, according to Indian offi
cials Amid prowing publicanger
in India apaimnst Tourdey; Indians
havebern ancelling holidays.

REUTERS



HIvag

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FEEE PRESS JOUERMNAL MUMBAT 1 MAY 2025

IndiGo begins
direct flights
to Fujairah

FPJMNews Service
MUMWBAI

IndiGo commenced daily
direct flights connecting
Mumbai to Fujairah, which
has become its 41st intermna-
tfonal  destimation.  The
announcement comes days
after many travel sites sus-
pended bookings to Turkey
and Azerbaijan after bookings
o these countries had
declined, This marks IndiGaos
fifth destination with direct
connectivity in the UAE after
Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah,
and Ras Al Khaimah., On
Thursday, IndiGo launched its
direct flights between Mumbai
and Fujairah. The inaugural
flight 6E1508 departed from
Mumbafs Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
at 8l0am and reached
Fujairah at 8.30am.

Daily flights

The route will see
regular daily services
from Friday as Flight
BE1501 will depart from
Mumbai at 1.10am and
reach Fujairah at
2.40am.
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Tech fault disru
flights at Dabolim

VASCO: Atechnical faultin
the runway lighting system
at Goa Intemational Airport,
Dabolim on Thursday dis-
rupted flight operations and
led to the diversion of two
incoming flights to Mopa.
According to airport officials,
theissue occurred when the
rurmway lights malfunctioned
temporaly, making it unsafe
foraircraft to land.
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Aviation watchdog BCAS revokes
security clearance for Turkish firm Celebi

Press Trustof india
New Delhi, May 15

Aviation watchdog BCAS
on Thursday revoked
the security clearance of
ground handling company
Celebi Airport Services
India, a unit of Turkiye's
Celebi, with immediate
effect in the "interest of
national security”.

The move by the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security
came against the backdrop
of Turkiye's backing for
Palkistan and its condem-
nation of India's recent
strikes on terror camps in
the neighbouring country
and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) under
‘Operation Sindoor’. Paki-
stan had also used Turkish
drones on a large scale in
the military conflict with
India.

Official sources, mean-
while, said the government
may discourage people
from going to Turkiyve as
well as Azerbaijan, which
had also actively supported
Pakistan inthe conflict. As
a result, there is likely to be
a significant drop in visits
of Indian tourists, hosting
of destination weddings

and shooting of Indian
films in the two countries
in the coming days, the
sources said,

.. the security clear-
ance in r/o Celebi Airport
Services India Pvt Ltd
is hereby revoked with
immediate effect in the
interest of national secu-
rity,” the BCAS said in an
order. The security clear-
ance under the category
‘Ground Handling Agency'
was approved by the BCAS
in November 2022,

There are also calls in
certain quarters for boy-
cotting Turkish goods
and tourism. Some online
travel portals and associa-
tions have issued adviso-
ries asking people not to
visit Turkive.

While India’s trade ties
with the two countries have
already come under scru-
tiny, multiple educational
institutions, including
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity (JNU), have either sus-
pended their collaboration
with universities in Tur-
kiye or are considering it.

in a post on X, Jamia
Millia Islamia said it has
suspended all academic
collaborations with insti-

tutions affiliated with the
government of Turkive.

“Due to national secu-
rity considerations, any
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) between
Jamia Millia Islamia, New
Delhi, and any institution
affiliated with the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Tiir-
kiye stands suspended with
immediate effect, until fur-
ther orders. Jamia Millia
Islamia stands firmly with
the Nation,” the university
said.

Celebi Aviation India
rejected allegations regard-
ing the company's owner-
ship and operations in
India and reaffirmed its
long-standing commitment
to the country’s aviation
sector.

“We are not a Turkish
organisation by any stan-
dard and adhere fully to
globally accepted practices
of corporate governance,
fransparency, and neutral-
ity, with no political affilia-
tions or links to any foreign
povernment or individuo-
als," it said in a statement.

In compliance with the
BCAS directive, Delhi
International Airport Lim-
ited (DIAL) formally ended

its association with Celebi
entities responsible for
ground handling and cargo
operations at the Indira
Gandhi International A ir-
port (IGLA).

Following the termi-
nation, DIAL is working
closely with existing ser-
vice providers to ensure
uninterrupted operations
while safeguard ing em ploy-
ee welfare, a DIAL state-
ment said.

Celebi Airport Services
India, which is part of Tur-
kive-based Celebi, offers
services at nine airports
- Mumbai, Delhi, Cochin,
Kannur, Bangalore, Hyder-
abad, Goa (GOX), Ahmed-
abad and Chennai. Celebi
has been operating in India
for the past 15 vears.

According to Celebi's
website, its presence in
India grew exponentially
with three different entities.

Official sources told PTI
the government is actively
considering discourag-
ing Indians from visiting
Turkive and Azerbaijan.
A large number of Indian
tourists visit the two coun-
tries every year bringing
in a sizeable amount of
revenue, they noted.
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THE HINDU DELHI

Air India lobbies govt.
to axe IndiGo lease
with Turkish carrier”’

Reuters key’s stance on Pakistan in

NEW DELHI the India-Pakistan conflict,
Indians have been cancell-

Air India has lobbied In-  ing holidays.

dian officials to halt rival The Centre on Thursday

IndiGos leasing tie-up with
Turkish Adrlines, citing bu-
siness impact as well as se-
curity concerns sparked by
Istanbul’s support for Pa-
kistan, according to a
sonrce and a decument re-
viewed by Reuters.

Amid growing public an-
ger in India against Tur-

revioked security clearance
of Turkish ground han-
dling service firm, Celebi,
citing national security.

Celebi, however, has
moved the Delhi High
Court to set aside the deci-
sion, arpuing it was issued
without any warning to the
company.
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= Union Minister of State for Civil Aviation Murfidhar Mohol inaugurated
the new ATC Tower cum Technical Block cum Fire Station at Kolhapur
z;drplrt. and flagged off the inaugural Star Air flight between Kolhapur
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Air India’s flight plan &
its hits and big misses

recently wrote about the horrifying
expertence of IB-ndd passengers bound
for Bengalura from Delhl on an Air India
flight om the night of Dedhi's unexpected
diest storm that threw schedules into disar-
ray. The fight in question remained atached
to thie aerobridge and on the tarmac for 10
heoairs. o nightmarish experience. Many read-
ers expressed horror and some in the gov-
ernment declared, as they are apt to do, that
Alr India was better managed under their
controed — a refrain that reeks of bureaweratic
Insecurity and seems to have stuck since the
Tams took charge of the airline in January
2022

[ also recelved at least five messages from
readers on the aldine’s Improved services on
both domestic and International routes.
Although in dribbles rather than a fleod,
many reports of the alrling's iImprovements
on both in-flight service standards, including
food qualiry, and on-time perfonm-
ance are coming in, albelit mostly

with respect to the newer-leased
planes.
Almost universally. the reports y

are positive on the alrling's in-light
cabin erew and their handling of

passengers and situatons. Given Anjuli

or torrential rains. In short, the airfing's szan-
dard operating protocol seems to fall apart in
crises, and the carrier resembles a headless
chicken at such times. This, despite a new
state-of-the-art emergency control centre
and integrated operational contral cenre.

To understand the problem. I spoke o
some former and present moanagement
members, and here is what I gathered. The
overwhelming consensus appears o be thar
the carrier is et wo fully get o grip on its oper-
ations — particularly, In crisis sineations. The
rwn mergers, the breskneck speed of expan-
sion, and several changes at the management
Yevel are vet to-settle into an equilibrivm.

While Air India did have S0Ps in place
before the sale, those have been upended
now, o some extent. Thiose vested in the air-
line say that the top Management seems
more precccupied with fighting the percep-
tions bamle and is excessively focussed on
visibie and on-the-surfnce changes
rather than on taking the bull by its
horns. The massive, expensive
rebranding exescise undertaken in
2023 was labelled by mast as purtng
the cart before the horse.

An even bigger problem identi-
fied is the failure to fix responsibilicy

the airline’s losses have fallen (as Bhargava  and estblisha clear line of account-

per recent reports), 1 beg to differ

with those whio argue that the gov-
ernment was managing the alrline beter
than the Tagxs.

The we-did-it-better brigade also comve-
nlently forgets the fact that under govern-
ment centrol, you and [ were footing the bill
for the airline's inefficiencles and inabiligy to
compete, not to forget all the excesses and
frills employees, MLAs, MPs, and their kith
and kin enjoyed. Now that it is the Tatas, it
sounds beter to me 85 a txpayer. Nobody bs
denying that it has mken nondinately long w
et here. but Alr Indéa does seem to be on the
peath to-some sart of recovery.

There ts 1o denying, though, that almost
no week goes by withowt some politician,
celebrity, or business or media personaliny
taking to sockal media o alr grievances
against percelved unfair treamment or poar-
quallty service. The barrage of complaints
teas been incessamt since the beginning of the
vear. Many members of the Alr India senior
management privately believe that there is a
sustained campakgn to malign thelr efforts,
boust even they can't deny that things are far
from perfect

I belleve Alr India s currently godng
through a phase of bipolarity wherein, on
some days and cemain aspects, things seem
o have fallen in place, while on others, all
heell breaks loose from tme to tme. The lae-
te7 |s particudarty acute when other factars
that need to be [n harmony and do their bit
2o awry —such as a dust-storm or dense fog

AIR INDIA SEEMS TO
BE GOING THROUGH A
PHASE OF BIPOLARITY
WHEREIN, ON SOME DAYS
AND CERTAIN ASPECTS
THINGS APPEAR TO H:

1S,
ALLHELL BIlI AKS LOOSE
FROM TIMETO TIME

ability: Who takes the final call and

are they available to take it during
crisis simations? During the Delhi dust storm
fiasco, the head cabin crew membser sald thar
she had no clear Instructions and they were
unable to get hold of those who could ke
the final call.

A moresertous fallure w Ax respensibiliey
within the airling was cited by sources
recently when the airline fired a simulator
wralner instroctor and removed 10 plloes
tralned under him from flying duty afrer
finding evidence of poor raining practices
and flowting of standard procedures. Many
argued that the instnsctor was made & scape-
goat while those senbor to him, who were
equally culpable, went scot-free. Observers
say that fixing responsibiliy has never bean
a srength for the alrline, and this aspect has
not changed despire the new ownsershipe Old
habits die hard.

What has fummoxed many is the studied
silence from the Tata stable on the never-
ending bloopers since these reflect divectly
ol the group.

Wiy the Tata leadership has given the air-
linie such 4 long rope and for how long this
wiolld continue 15 the question many ask, but
no answers are fortheoming —ar least yet. If
the screws are Indeed being vghrened on the
Air Indla management. it s happening
behind closed doors and with plenty aof dis-
cretion.

The group's role in the whole exercise has
come Into sharp focus with respect to
another aspect. Many aviation industry inssd-
ers question the filling up of several iop-level
positions with people from non-aviation
backgrounds — Tam-trusted akdes and pro-
fessionals, most of whom don't know wao
much more than a regular filer about the
business. Other airiines have demonstraced
the benefits of purting the right people in the
cockpit — and the cost of pureing the wrong
ones. The Tatas don't need o look too far:
AlrAska India is a glaring case in paint.

Anfult Bhaorgava writes shour governance,
imfrastructere, and the social sector. The wiews
expressed are persanal
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Post-Celebi, no hiccups in baggage handling

SLALITHA £ MewDelhi

DESPITE the sudden termina
ton of the contract with Turk
ish-bazed ground handling
firm, Celebi Airport Services
Pyt Lid, and wrgent measures
adopied on Thursday night,
ground handling operations at
the nine alrports and the air
lnes it served remalned
smooth, sakl multiple sources
actoss the country

The mtention of the employ-
et gl the disgribotion ol the
workload among other groumnd
handling agencles have felll
tated the smooth transition.

Nearly 7800 emplovess of
Celebl annually handled
540,000 tonnes of cargo for
54,000 Mights ai Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluri Hyderabad, Cochin,
Chennal, Goa, Ahmedabad amd
Kannur

The civil aviation ministry
and airports have gone all out
i ensure thatl passenpers were
not inconvenienced in any
manner due o the sudden
decision

A wop ofQcial at Delhi's In
dira Gandh{ International Alr
part told this newspaper, “We
entrusted the responsibility to
both AISATS (Taa owned Alr

India SATS Alrport Services
Pvi Ltd) and the Bird Group.
Celebi’s stail has migrated to
the new groups. We have not
had any confusion atal.”

A gource at Indigo, India's
biggest airline, said, “Our
ground handling operations
aeross flights amd airports were
hamlled by our own subsidiary,
Agile Alrport Services, So, we
were not impacted in any man-
ner” A Spicejet spokssperson
sald there was no major issue
reparted at anv of the alrports
lor ts Nights

An official at Chennal air
port sakd. “There was limitod
usape of Celebi here as only
Scoot, Spicejet. Cathay Pacific,
British Alrways. Hoval Brunel

Turkish firm moves court against India's decision

A day after the Centre mevoked |ts sequrity clearance citing national
security concemns, aviation services firm Celebi is reported to hawve
approached the Delhi High Court chalienging the decision. Celehl
Alrport Services Indla eportedly filed a petition in the Dethl High Court
contesting the Centre's decision, aguing that the cited security
concerns lacked sufficient explanaton, accarding to a Revters report.
This development was independently verifled by this newspaper.

Aldfdines and U5 Bangh airlines
availed the services of the
Turkish firm. They [ew only
few Mights and have moved o
other ground handlers.”

The spokesperson of Banga-
lore Internuat lonal Alrport Lim-
ited, which operates Kempe
gowda International Alrport
sald, “All operations are fine
here,” A source ai Hyderabad
airport too reported noe glitch
eq. Aviation Minister Ram Mo-
han Naldureleased & stalemesnt
after the termination of the
contract on Thursday night
stating that he was personally
monitoring the situation at all
the atrports. He assured the
Ministry was going all out fo
ensure smooth operat ions.

1n am adfledal statement (n the
aftermuath of (he termination,
Celebi Aviation India said it is
a professionally poverned. glo-

hally operated aviation servic-
o3 company which has operated
in Indis for 15 years. “Today it
is majority-owned (65% ) by in-
ternat ional institutional inves-
tors from across Canada, the
US, the UK, Singapore, the
United Arab Emirates, and
Western Europe” Actera Part
ners 1L P, a Jersey-repgisiered
fund, holds 50% ownership in
Celebl Havacilik Holding The
remalning 15% Is held by Al-
pha Ajrport Services BV, a
Dutch-registered entty

Meanwhile, Celebi India has
reportedly moved a plea in Del
hiHigh Court stating that it op
erates as an Indian entity, em-
oy g over 3,000 Inid ians, with
management also led by Inidian
cltizens, underscoring the sub
stantial local workfores amd
leadership impacied by the
Centre's decision.
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IndiGo seeks

extension of

wet lease of
Turkish planes

New Delhi: IndiGo has re-
guested Indian aviation au-
thorities to extend the lease pe-
riod by another six months for
two Turkish Airlines’ wide
body Boeing 777, which the
budget carrier uses on routes
between Delhi/Mumbai and Is-
tanbul. Govt sources said this
request is being considered
against the backdrop of Turki-
ve'ssupport to Pakistan during
Operation Sindoor:. Since early
2023, IndiGo has used these wet
leased (hired with operating
crew) Turkish planes.

India had less than two
vears ago tweaked the policy
for leasing aircraft — in view
of continuing and in fact
worsening supply chain con-
straints due to which both
Boeing and Airbus have not
been able to deliver aircraft to
customers globally, including
Ajr India Group, IndiGo and
Akasa, The situation is such
that Indian carriers currently
have a freeze on hiring pilots
for some months as they are
not getting new planes. ™y
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IndiGo plans
Madurai-Abu
Dhabi flight

Madurai: IndiGo Airlines will
launch its first direct flight from
Madurai to Abu Dhabi on June
13. The service will operate
thrice a week — on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays.

Flight 6E1513 will depart
Madural. The airline confirmed
that the Abu Dhabiroute is a per-
manent addition, targeting both
labour and leisure segments.
Bookings are open.

TN Chamber of Commerce
and Industry president N Je-
gatheesan said this will benefit
businesspeople, overseas work-
ers, and travellers in southern
TN. IndiGo officials said about 50
passengers currently travel dai-
ly from Madurai to Chennai to
catch connecting flights to Abu
Dhabi.

Initial one-way fares are
priced around 72,000, Ty
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IndiGo defends
Turkish tie-up

New Delhi: Indian avia-
tion's Turkish ties have been
a sore point in the past, too.
When Tatas chose Turkish
Airlines former chairman
lker Aveias AirIndia CEO &
MD in Feb 2022, govt did not
give him the required securi-
ty clearance. Ayci was an ad-
viser to Erdogan in 1994
when the now Turkish presi-
dent was Istanbul mayor. In-
diGo code share and wet
lease: Turkey has for vears
been seeking upward revi-
sion of bilaterals that allow
only one flight each between
Istanbul and Delhiand Istan-
bul and Mumbai daily by a
Turkish and anIndian earri-
er each, which means eight
one-way flights a day. T
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