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Calcutta High Court junks AAI plea
in Behala airport land dispute

SOUMYADIP MULLICK

KOLKATA: The Calcutta
High Court has refused to
interfere with an arbitral
award in a dispute over land
at Behala Airport, holding
that courts cannot reassess
facts like an appellate forum in
arbitration matters.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tice Debangsu Basak and Jus-
tice Md. Shabbar Rashidi
dismissed an appeal by the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI),
upholding an earlier order that
had declined to set aside the

arbitral award in favour of

Trans Bharat Aviation Pvt Ltd.

The dispute arose from a
2009 licence agreement under
which AAT allowed the com-
pany Trans Bharat Aviation Pvt
Ltd to use land at Behala Air-
port to set up a flying training
institute. The agreement was

Takeaways

» Caleutta High Court
refused to interfere with
arbitral award in Behala
Airport land dispute

» Bench held courts cannot
reassess facts like appel-
late forums in arbitration-
related matters

» Airports Authority of
India challenged award
favouring Trans Bharat
Aviation Pvt Ltd

» Division Bench of
Debangsu Basak and
Md. Shabbar Rashidi
dismissed AAl appeal

» Dispute stemmed from
2009 licence to set up
flying training institute
at Behala Airport

later terminated by the com-
pany in 201314 after disputes
between the parties.

In arbitration, the com-
pany said it could not estab-
lish and run the flying school
due to faults and breaches on
AATS part. AAL on the other

hand, sought royalty and
other charges, alleging that the
company had used the land
without payment.

The arbitrator allowed most
of the company’s claims and
rejected AATS counter-claim
for royalties. AAI challenged

this, arguing that its counter-
claim should have been con-
sidered separately and allowed.

The High Court rejected the
plea, noting that the arbitra-
tor had examined the materi-
als and taken a plausible view
that the company was not at
fault. It held that such findings
cannot be disturbed unless
they are perverse, which was
not the case here.

The Bench also refused
to accept that AATs claim
could be separated from the
rest of the award, observ-
ing that both claims arose
from the same agreement and
factual background.

Dismissing the appeal, the
court directed that the Rs 4.5
crore bank guarantee furnished
by AAT be encashed and paid
to the company towards sat-
isfaction of the award, after a
four-week period.
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‘Noidaisready tofly’

Monu Chauhan, founder of Moonlit Infra Developers, pens his
thoughts on the boon of Noida International Airport, Jewar, in

reshaping North India’s growth

For yvears, Noida and the Yamuna
Expressway region have held immense

potential, often discussed but gradually
realised. Today, with the airport becoming

a reality, that potential 1s no longer
speculative; 1t 1s tangible, visible and
already unfolding. The inauguration ot the
Noida International Airport, Jewar, signals

the beginning of a new growth chapter for
North India’s real estate and economic

landscape.

From promise to performance
As a real estate developer and market

observer, we have seen how 1nfrastructure
shapes destiny. The development of this

airport places Noida 1n a unique position

— where connectivity, planning and
Investment converge. Unlikeearlier growth

cycles driven by fragmented expansion,

this transtformation is structured. With
seamless access to Delhi and proximity

to key industrial corridors, the region 1s

now emerging as a well-integrated urban
ecosystem. The presence of Indira Gandhi

International Airport has long supported

Delhi1 NCR’'s aviation needs. However, the
addition of Noida International Airport,

Jewar, introduces capacity, balance and

a new axis of growth, particularly for the
southern and eastern corridors.

Therise of a new investment corridor
Land parcels along the Yamuna

Expressway, once considered long-term

bets, are witnessing renewed 1nterest.
Investors who were previously cautious are

now actively exploring opportunities, while

end-usersare beginningtoseethisregionas
a viableresidential destination.

From plotted developments to integrated

townships, the shift 1s visible. The
conversation has moved from ‘future

potential to ‘current opportunity’.

Industry participationin
a defining moment

Moonlit Infra Developers stands at the
forefront of this evolution. With over 15

yearsof industryexperience, we have builta
reputation forscale, execution and strategic

Monu
Chauhan

foresight. With a presence across key
urban centres such as Delhi1 NCR, Jaipur,
Lucknow and Bengaluru, our strength lies
1In identifving high-growth micro-markets,
particularly those driven by upcoming
Infrastructure corridors like Jewar.

Noida’'s moment on the global map

The emergence of the airport positions
Noida as more than a satellite city — it

1S evolving into a destination 1n i1ts own

right. For investors, this 1s an early-mover
advantage.For homebuyers, 1t 1s an

opportunity to be part of a growing urban

story.
And for developers, 1t 1s a chance to shape

thefutureskylineotaregionthatisreadyto
takeflighte
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SpiceJet flight clips Akasa plane
at Delhi airport; probe ordered

Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.cam

NEW DELHI: Two aircraft — oper-
ated by Spicelet and Akasa —
clipped wings while taxiing at
the Delhi airport on Thursday,
damaging both planes, officials
said. The incident occurred
around 2.15pm near Terminal 1,
when a Spicelet flight arriving
from Leh was taxiing to its park-
ing bay and struck a stationary
Akasa aircraft that was prepar-
ing for departure to Hyderabad.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation said a probe has
been launched and an air traffic
controller and the Spicelet pilots
_ - have been derostered pending
A broken part of a SpiceJet Boeing aircraft wing lodged inan probe. All passengers and crew
Akasa Air plane at the Delhi airport on Thursday. ANl were safely disembarked. -»pa
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Wing of SpiceJet plane
clips parked Akasa jet

Jasjeov Gandhiok
htreparter@hindustantines com

MNEW DELHE: Two airerall — oper
ated by Spicelet and Akasa —
dlipped wings while taxiing at
Drfhi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGLA) on Thurs-
day afternoon, damaging both
planes, airport officials said,
adding that all the passengers
were safe.

Later in the day, the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
{DGCA) said a probe has been
launched. and an air traffic con-
troller and the Spicelet pilots
have been de-rostered pending
investigation.

The incident ocourred around
215pm near Terminal 1, when a
Spicedet Might arriving from Leh
was taxiing to its parking bay
and struck an Akasa sireraft that
was stationary and preparing for
departure to Hyderabad.

An airport official said there
was visible damage o both air-
craft, with & portion of the
wﬁluﬂgﬂdhﬂ&:ﬁhﬂmﬁ_

“The Akasa flight QP-1406,
heading to Hyderabad, had tax-
fed out of the bay, while the Spi-
cedet fight SG-124 had arrived
from Leh and was taxiing into
the stand when the wings of the
two aireraft clipped,” the official
said.

Responding to the incident, a
Spicedet spokesperson said, “A
Spicelet BY37-700 mircraft was
imvalved in a ground occurrence
while tuxiing at Delhi airport,
resulting in damage to its right
winglet and the left-hand hosi-
zontal stabiliser of another ir-
craft bebonging toa different air-
line.” The spokesperson added
that the aircraft has been
grounded.

Akasa said its Delhi-Hydera-
bad flight had to return to the
bay following the accident.

“Preliminary  information
indicates that Akasa's aircraft
was stationary when another
airline’s gircraft made contact
with it. All passengers and crew
were safely disembarked, and
our ground teams are making
alternative arrangements to fly
our passengers to Hyderzbad at
the earliest,” an Akasa spokes-
person said.

“In line with establishied pro-
tocols, the relevant authorities
have been informed, and the
matier is under investigation. At

The DGCA. in o release,
stated, “The winglet of a SpiceJet

aircraft, which was taxiing to the
allocated parking bay after oper-
ating Might SG-124 (Leb-Dedhi) at
Terminal 1, hit the horizontal tai
surface of an Akasa aircralt posi-

tioned on the apron after push-
back for operating o Dethi-Hy-
derabad flight. Due to the
impact, the right-hand side
winglet of the Spicelet aircraft
and the horizontal stabiliser of
the Akasza aircraft were dam-

1t was ot known how many
passengers were there in the
both the flights.



I~ 4 1173 ot LT

L&

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

DELHT

17 APRIL 2026

Planes damaged post collision
atIGI Airport; pilots derostered

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 16

WINGS OF a Spicejet aircraft
collided with a Akasa Air air-
craft onthe taxiway at Terminal
lofDelhi'sIndira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport on Thursday,
leading to damage to both the
planes, officials said.
According to officials, none
of the passengers were injured
in the incident, which hap-
pened around 2:15 pm.
Spicejet’s Boeing 737-700
aircraft which arrived from Leh
was taxiing in towards the park-
ing stand when its wing col-
lided with the Akasa Air’s QP
1406 aircraft which was sched-
uled to fly to Hyderabad and
was taxiing out for departure
and, officials also said.
Aviation regulator Director
General of Civil Aviation

The damaged Spicejet (left) and Akasa aircraft on Thursday. an

(DGCA) said that the air traffic
control officer concerned and
the pilots of both the aircraft
havebeen derostered, pending
an investigation.

An Akasa Air spokesperson
said that their aircraft was sta-
tionary when the incident hap-
pened.

The right winglet of the
Spicejet aircraft and the hori-
zontal stabilizer on the left of
the other plane were damaged,
said a Spicejet spokesperson.
The SpiceJet aircraft has been
grounded.

The DGCA alsosaid that the
Spicejet aircraft was taxiing in
the allocated parking bay when
it hit the Akasa aircraft posi-
tioned on the apron after a
push-back for operating flight.

Aviation authorities were
alerted and the matteris under
investigation by the DGCA.
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Akasa, SpiceJet planes
brush at Delhi Airport

NEW DELHI: An Akasa Air
atrcraft and a Spice]et plane
suffered damage after they
came in contact al the Delhi
airport on Thursday alternoon,
and aviation watchdog DGCA
is probing the incident, accond-
ing to officials,

Both Boeing 737 aircraft
have been grounded at the air-
port after the incident.

The officials said the Akasa
Ajr aircraft was stalionary on
the taxiway and preparing for
take off, while the Spice]et
plane was taxiing towards the
parking stand when the inci-
dent happened at around 2.15
pm at Terminal 1 of the airport,

Akasa Air's plane was to
operate flight QP 1406 from
Deelhi to Hyderabad, while the
Spicefet aireraft had arrived
from Leh after operating the
flight SG 124, they added.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) said
the winglet of Spiceet’s Boe-
inmg 737-700 aircraft, VT-5LEB,
taxting in the allocated parking
bay after operating flight 3G
124 (Leh-Delhi) hit Hortzon-
tal Tadl Surface (HTS) of Akasa

Damage reported;

DGCA starts probe

Boeing 737 planc positioned
on the apron after push back
for operating flight on sector
{Ddlﬂ-li}'dfmbﬂ}.

“Due toimpact, RH winglet
of Spicejet aircraft and HTS of
Akasa Air aircraft were dam-
ag::d. DGCA is carrying out
further investigation.” it said
in a statement. Akasa Air sald
its airerafl operating the flight
QP 1406 from Delhi 1o Hyder-
abad had to return to the ba:r'.

Preliminary  informa-
tion indicates that Akasa
Adr's aircrafi was stationary
when another aidine’s aircraft
made contact with it, the air-
line said in a statement. The
atrcraft involved was a Boe-

ing 737 MAX 8. The airline

said all passengers and erew
were salely disembarked. “In
line with established proto-
cols, the relevant authorities
have been informed, and the
matter is under investigation,”
itadded. In a statement, Spice-
Jet said its Boeing 737-700 ate-
craft was involved in a ground
oceurrence while taxiing at
the Delhi airport, resulting
in damage 1o its right winglet
and the lefti-hand horizontal
stabiliser of another airerafi
belonging to a different airline.
The Spice]et aircraft has been
grounded at Delhi, it added.
Citing preliminary informa-
tion, the officials said the wings
of both airerafl came in contact
on the taxiway. il
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A Spicelet plane collides with a stationary Akasa jet at |GIA an Saturday | exeeess

Narrow escape for
300 passengers as 2
planes collide at IGIA

S LALITHA i@ Mew Delhi

NEARLY 300 passengers on
board SpiceJet and Akasa Alr
aircraft had a miraculous es-
cape on Thursday afternoon
after the two planes were in-
volved in a collision at Indira
Gandhi International Airport.

An incoming Spicedet plane
from Leh collided with a sta-
tionary Akasa Air air-
craft waiting to depart
for Hyderabad. None
of the passengers was

Qfficials
derostered

the SpiceJet flight had arrived
from Leh and was taxiing to-
wiard the parking bay. Mean-
while, an Akasa Air aircraft
had left the parking bay and
was waiting in the apron area
to depart for Hyderabad. “The
inecoming Spicedet flight col-
lided with the aircraft around
215 pm. Both aircraft suffered
damage and have been grotind-
ed.” sources said.

person said, “A Spice-
Jet B737-T00 aircraft

hurt in the aceident. The Directorate .o inyolved in a

Both aircraft are SenerlofCivil oo 04 incident while
Boeing 737s and have Aviation said taxiing at Delhi air-
been grounded after that the port, resulting in dam-
sustaining damage concerned Air age to its right winglet
Theaviation regulator, 1afficControl g oo 1op hand hari-
the Directorate Gener.  9Micer,along  5oni0) eabiliser of an-
al of Civil Aviation "'fﬂthﬂ"ﬂ pilot- other aircraft belong-
(DGCA), has launched  IM-tommand .0 0 o different

a probe into the inci-
dent. Later, the DGCA
said that the concerned
Ajr Traffic Control
(ATC) officer, along
with the pilot-in-com-
mand and co-pilot of
the Spicedet flight,
have been off-rostered pending
investigation,

The incident occurred in the
apron area of Terminal 1
around 2:15 pm. The right win-
glet of the SpiceJet aircraft was
damaged and sliced into the
left-hand horizontal stabiliser
of the Akasa Air plane, where
it became lodged.

According to airport sources,

and co-pilot of
the Spicelet
flight, have
been off-
rostered
pending
investigation.

airline. The SpiceJet
aircraft has been
grounded in Delhi.”
An Akasa Adrspokes:
person said, “Akasa
Alr's aireraft operat-
ing flight QF 1406 from
Delhi to Hyderabad
had to return to the bay Pre-
liminary information indicates
that Akasa's aireraft was sta-
tionary when another airline’s
aireraft made contact with it.”
The statement added, “All pas-
sengers and crew were safely
disembarked. and our ground
teams are making alternative
arrangements to fly our pas-
senpers to Hyderabad.” P3



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MOERNING STANDARD DELHI 17 APRIL 2026

ATC officer’s ‘goof-up’
comes under the scanner
after IGI aircraft collision

=
Sreefer

Spicelet at fault per
initial info: Ministry

The Ministry of Civil Aviation on
Thursday night put out a
statement blaming the pilots of
the Spicelet aircraft for the
aircraft collision at Delhi airport
by taking a turn without being
given permission for the same.

S LALITHA @ Mew Delhi

THE Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)on Thurs-
day de-rostered an officer of Adr
Traffic Control (ATC) at the In-
dira G_a.ndhi I[r!tqrm;tiqnal I;_‘kir-
port along with both the pilots
operating the SpiceJet aircraft
involved in the collision.
Sources familiar with the is-
sue said it was very likely that
a Surface Movement Controller
(SMC) in the ATC was at fault
in this incident, prompting the
regulator to remove the indi-
vidual from duty with immedi-
ate effect. An official said, “The
SMCs in any alrport play a crit-
ical role in the safety of passen-
gers and the aircraft. They are

responsible for the aircraft
movement on the runways, the
taxiways, and the apron area,
which inecludes the parking
bavs.” They visually observe
every aircraft apart from de-
ploving tools like Surface Move-
ment Radars to keep track of
every plane inside the airport,
he added.

The official said that SMC, in
this specific instance, must have
given clearance for the Spicedet
plane, which arrived from Leh
totaxi to its allotted parking bay
No. 106. “The controller shotld
also have known the Akasa Air
alrcraft was waiting on the
apron after push back to take
off to Hyderabad. The task of
ensuring that the right distance
is maintained between the
flights is the role of the SMC.
There must be acciiracy and no
room for error in it. This con-
troller needs to communicate
and guide the cockpit crew per-
fectly Hence, the regulator has
placed the SMC on duty under
suspension,” he said.

While the Air Traffic Con-
trollers take care of take-off
am:l_ landing :}_1:' flights, these
surface controllers are respon-
sible for movement of every ve-
hicle inside the premises of the
space where flights operate,
added an airport source.

A veteran with decades of pi-
loting planes zaid, “Pilots steer-
ing a plane can see clearly only
the view on front of the nose of
the aircraft. They cannot view
both sides and completely go by
the guidance offered to them.
The communication relayed to
them is what they follow."”
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Cidco-appointed JV to study
3rd NMIA runway feasibility

B B Nayak

Navi Mumbai: In light of ri-
sing air traffic in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region, Cideo
has appointed a joint venture
of RITES Ltd and Creative
Group LLP to conduct a tech-
no-commercial  feasibility
study for developing a third
runway at the Navi Mumbai
International Airport
{(NMIA). The study is targeted
for completion within six
maonths and will evaluate the
technical, operational, envi-
ronmental and financial via-
bility of expanding runway
capacityat NMIA.

A review meeting on Wed-
nesday was chaired by Vijay
Singhal, vice-chairman and
managing director of Cidco,
todiscuss key elements of the
assignment. Senior officials
included Geetha Pillai, chief
general manager, transport
and aviation, and Bindhu
Murlidharan, additional chi-
ef transportation engineer,
represented Cideo. RITES

was represented by Anil As-

wani, general manager, air-
port division, and Creative
Group by Gurpreet Singh
Shah, managing director and

File pic

The study is targeted for completion within six months

partner

“Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport has been envi-
sioned as a world-class avia-
tion hub to meet the long-
term needs of the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region. With
air traffic expected to grow
significantly in the coming
decades, it is imperative to
plan ahead. The appointment
of the consultant for this fea-
sibility study reflects Cideo’s
proactive approach towards
future-ready infrastructure.
The proposed third runway
willbe acrucial stepinenhan-
cing capacity, efficiency and
positioning NMIA as a key
global gateway,” said Singhal.

Cidco stated that NMIA is
being developed as a long-
term, world-class aviation

hub and forward planning is
essential as demand is expec-
ted to grow sharply over the
coming decades,

NMIA, the second inter-
national airport serving the
MMR, operates as part of a
dual-airport system alongsi-
de Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj International Airport.

NMIA is among India’s la-
rgest greenfield airport devel-
opments, planned to handle )
million passengers per ann-
um and 3.2 million tonnes of
cargo annually at full build-
out. The airport spans about
1,160 hectares and is designed
with two parallel independe-
nt runways enabling simulta-
neous operations, supported
by 4 terminals to be developed
in phases.
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PARKING NIGHTMARE AT |G

A Del-Hyd Akasa Air flight was standing on the taxiway at Delhi airport,
preparing for take off, around 2.15pm Thursday when the winglet of a
Spicelet plane (from Leh) heading for parking hit its horizontal tail (pic).
The SpiceJet pilots have been derostered pending investigation | PT
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Jet set, no-go: Wings
of 2 aircraft collide
while taxiing at IGI

Priyangi.Agarwal

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The wings of two
aireraftcollided while taxiing at
Indira Gandhi International
Airport on Thursday, causing
damage to both the planes.

An Akasa Airplane was statio-
nary and preparing for take-off to
Hyderabad and a SpicelJet flight,
which had landed from Leh, was
taxiing to the parking bay Offici-
als said the air traffic control offi-
cer concerned and the pilots of
Spicedet have been offrostered
pending an investigation. The Di-
rectorate-General of Civil Avia-
tion(DGCA) has ordered an ingui-

ry

Officials said the wings colli-
ded at Terminal 1 around 2.15 pm.
Videos and pictures confirmed
that both the planes were dama-
ged. A portion of the Spicedet
flight's wing got attached to the
Alkasa aircraft. “An Akasa depar-
ture flight @P-1406 to Hyderabad
was taxied out from stand and one
SpicedJet arrival flight, SG-124,
which landed from Leh, was taxi-
ing in for stand when their wings
collided,” an airport official said.

A SpiceJet spokesperson sa-
id a B737-700 aircraft “was invol-
ved in a ground occurrence”
that damaged its right winglet
and the left-hand horizontal sta-
biliser of another aircraft be-
longing to a different airline,”

The spokesperson added
that the SpiceJet aircraft has be-
engrounded at Delhi.

An Akasa Air spokesperson
said the aircraft had to return to

Officials sa|d the wmgs collided at
Terminal 1 around 2.15 pm

the bay “Preliminary information
indicatesthat Akasa'saireraft was
stationary when another airline’s
aircraft made contact with it. All
passengers and crew safely disem-
barked, and our ground teams are
making alternative arrangements
to fly our passengers to Hyderabad
at the earliest. Inline with establis-
hed protocols, the relevant autho-
rities have been informed, and the
matter is under investigation,” sa-
id the spokesperson, adding that at
Akasa Air, the safety and security
of our passengers and crew rema-
in our highest priority

The aviation ministry, ina sta-
tement, said DGCA is carryving
out the investigation and confir-
med that the ATC officer and Spi-
ceJet pilots have been off-rostered
for now “Due to the impact, right-
hand-side winglet of the SpiceJet
aircraft and the trimmable hori-
zontal stabiliser of Akasa aircraft
were damaged,” it said. The mini-
strv confirmed SpiceJet and Aka-
sa Air's statements on how the
wings collided.
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Planes collide at Delhi airport

Ml

B A Spicelet aireraft, taxiing lines have notified the
towards its bay at the Indk DGCA, which has begun
ra Gandhi International Alr- examining the incident.

partin New Delhi,callided  m«ne airtraffic control offi-

with a stationary Akasa Air cer eoneerned and the
plane and clipped its right involved pilots of Spicelet
wingletonThursday.  haye been detostered

B Np njuries were reportad pending imeestigation,”

in the collision. Bath air- said a senior DGCA official.
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Singapore Airlines CEO meets
Tata Sons Chairman Chandra

Singapore Alrfines CEQ Goh Choon Phong held meetines with
Tata Sons Chairman N Chandrasekaran and other senior
executives on Thursday. Both sides are belleved to have de-
tailed discussions on loss-making Air India.

Goh arrived at the Bombay House, the headquarters of the
Tatagroup, on Thursday morming and left in theevening. Tat
group acquired Adr India from the Indian government in Ja-
nuary 2022 and later Singapore Alrlines purchaszed a 251 per
cent stake inthe airline.

Goh met Chandrasekaran, who is also the Alr India Chair-
man, and other senior executives, said a person familiar with
the matier. Details about the meetings with the Tata group
executives could not be immediately ascertained.

The meeting assumes significance against the backdrop
of Air India facing multiple headwinds, including spiealling op-
erating costs due to the alrspace curbs in the wake of the West
Asia conflict and the closure of Pakistan airspace for nearly a
YEar ow.

These curbs have forced the airline, which ks in the midst
of an ambitious transformation plan, to take longer routes for
long-haul international fights, resulting in increased fuel
burn and higher expenses.

Earlier this month, Air India announced that its CEQ and
MD Campbell Wilson will be stepping down, and the aidine
is looking for a new chief. BT
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DGCA initiates probe into
SpiceJet-Akasa collision

DEEPAK PATEL
b Dl 16 Al

ASpicelet aircraft hit an Akasa Ajr plane
at the Delhi airport on Wednesday,
prompting the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA] tooff-roster the air
traffic controller and the Spicedet pilots
involved and initiating a probe.

“Winglet of Spicelet B-737700 air-
craft.. hitthe horzontal tail surdace (HTS)
af Akasa B-737 aircraft.” the TGCA said in
a statement, describing the sequence of
the ground collision.

The incident oocurmed when the Spice-
Jet aircraft operating tlight 5G-124 from
Leh to Delhi was taxiing, moving on the
ground under its own power, towards its

allocated parking bay at Terminal . Its %

winglet — the upwand-curved tip of the
wing that improves fuel efficiency —
struck the HTS.

The Akasa airoraft had pushed back
and was positioned on the apron — the
area where aircraft are parked and ser-
viced — for operating flight QF 1406 from
Delhito Hyderabad, Theimpact damaged
the Spicelet aircraft’s right-hand winglet
and thetail section of the Akasa aircrafc

“Concermned air traffic control officer
and the involved pilots of Spicelet have
been off rostered pending investigation.”
the TWGCA =aid, adding that it is carrying
out further investization.

Abamn Airsaidits aircratt had tonetum
tothe bay following the incident. “Prelim-
inary information indicates that Akasa'’s
aircraft was stationary when another air-
line's sircraft made contactwith it,” a spo-
kesperson said. “All passengers and crew
were safely disembarked. snd our prownd

THE INCIDENT OCCURRED WHEN
THE SFICEJET 5G-T24 FROM LEH TO
DELHI WAS TAXIING TOWARDS ITS
ALLOCATED PARKING BAY AT T1

toams are making altermative arrange-
menis todly our passengers to Hyderabad
attheearliest,” the spokesperson added.

The airline said relevant authorities
had been informed and the matter was
under investizpation.

This is not the first such incident this
year. On February 1 two namow-body
Adrbus A320 sircraft operated by Air India
and IndiGoscraped wingtips on a taxiway
at Mumbai airport, keading to visibke
damagebut no injuries. Both aircraft wene
grounded for checks and the DECA had
ordered a probe.
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Akasa, SpiceJet
Planes Collide at
IGIA; DGCA Probes

k NEW DELHI An Aka-
/"# & Air aircraft and a
gy SpiceJet plane suffe-
md damage after
thery canw in contact at the Del-
hi's Indirn Gandhd Internntio-
il Adrport (IGLA) on Thitrsdey
afternoan, and aviation watch-
dog DGCA is probing the knci-
dent, acconding 1o offickals:
Both Boeing 737 airerafl e
been grounded at the adrport aft
ter the incident.

The Directorate General of Ci-
vil Aviation (DGCA) said an air
traffic controfer and the Spice-
Jet pilots hove been derostened
pending investigation.

The officials sald the Akasa
Alr pircraft was stationary on
the taxiway and preparing forts-
ke off, while the SpiceJet plane
wias taxiing towards the parking
stand when the incldent happe-
s o avround 215 pm ot Termi
ol 1of the alrport, — PTI
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WEST ASIA CONFLICT JOLTS TRAVEL SECTOR Industry stares at 18,000 crore loss: Report

Tourist Inflows Dip 15-20%, Rerouting Hits Aviation

Qur Bureau

New Delhi: A report released by
the PHD Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (PHDCCI) on Thurs-
day highlights a 15-20% dipin inbo-
uirid tourist traffle, significant dis
I'll]HIL.III!i- mn '.l'l.']iill.uﬂ e to (IR aNE
ting and alvspace restrictions, and
a1 estimated 718,000 crore net loss
for the industry owing to the West
Asia conflict. It also notes a sharp
impact on the hospiitnlity sector,
with nesarty 10% of restaurants
shutting down and monthly busi-
ness Josses peged at T79,000 crore,
PHIMCCI stated that India’s tou-
rismand hospitality sector which
contributes nearly 8% o GDP and
supports over 40 million jobs, is
once again Mcing external shocks
due to escalating geopolitical ten-

Caught in
Turbulence

| TOURISM |

= 15-20% drop |n inbound traffic

= 18,000 crore estimated industry loss
x' = B% of GDP contribution at risk

W Might ® 40 million jobs linked to sector
RS hours DN IO o st short-heu tawwel by Indiams
o Yy I CrEs i
= Airfares rising amid ® ~10% restaurants shut
rerouting i ® 779,000 crore/month sector |osses
= Connecti via
\West Asin EBt cOrTidors Ilﬂ-Iﬂlll'zﬂmm

]
sy Py e (<)

slons. The Industry body's report
notes that while the sector had
witnessed a strong V-shaped reco-

very In 325, with branded hotel
inventory nearing 200,000 rooms
and domestic aviation trafficcros-

sing 5 lakh passengers perday the
Wost Asia conflict in early 2026
has introduced fresh volatility
T'he: aviation sector has emerged
as the most affected, with airfines
facing fight cancellations, airspa-
oot restrictions and significant rero-
uting of international fights. The
so dlsruptions hove increased Qv
ing timeby 24 hours on key routes,
leading toa sharp rise in el con:
surmppticn and operating oosts.
Industry estimates indicate that
el socounts for 365-40% of aidine
operating costs and the ongoing situ-
ation has further strained airline
profitability  The distuption of
Middle Ezst aircorridors, which are
among the bustest global transit rou-
tes, huias sl redduced connectivity ef-
Aeleney and increpsed alrfares

FOR FULL REPORT, GO TO
wiww.economictimes.com
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Tatas, SIA Discuss Air India Capital Plan

Chandra and Phong weigh funding road map as losses deepen, geopolitical shocks batter operations; CEQ exit adds pressure
W

Kala Vijayraghavan
& Arindam Majumder

Mumbai | New Delhi: Tata Sons
chairman N Chandrasekaran
and Singapore Alrlines (SIA)
CED Goh Choon Phong met at
Bombay House on Thursday to
discuss the funding road map for
AjrIndia, said people with know-
leddge of the matter, with the airli
ne continuing to inour losses
while it battles escalating global
geopal itical lurbulence,

Bath sides discussed the possi
bility of providing additional
funding to Air India, they said

SIA holds a 25.1% stake in Alr
I, SLA s Tt Song, the hal

ding company of the Tata Group,
have invested a total ©9.500 crore
intheairdine

The strategic meeting betwesn
the two leaders comes as Alr [n-
din faces mounting challenges,
marked by volatile fuel prices,
alr-corridor disruptions, and n
docline in travel sentiment in koy
markets. AirIndia’s net less is ex-
poctod to have more than doubled
to more than T20.000 crore in
Y26 from 09,568 crore in FY25,

Alr India s also looking for o
successar to Campbell Wilson,
who resigned as CEQ recently
Chandra and Phong are under-
stond 10 have discussed possible
candidates for the role. Making
the key hire will bea challenge gi-

ven global uncer
tainties, although
discussions  have
been held in this
regard with some
global execulives,

mﬂ the people sald
understoad Tata Sons did not
10 have COMmmeni.
disousted AirIndia’s capital
possible allocation, fleet
candidates for commitments amd
theCEOrole  halance-sheot prio

rifies werne .'II'IHiI.'.I}:

the ssues reviewsd in the moee
ting said the people cited above.

Chandrasekaran recently assu-

red Alr India staff that the Tata

Group will continue to back the

carrier as 1 navigates the cur

rent difTicult phase

“The Tata Group remains com-
mitted to the Air Indla group.
The board is fully supportiveand
will continue to work closely
with the management team,”
Chandrasekaran had sald af a
town hall at the airline’s Guru-
gram headguarters last weelk.

Wilson's exit has drawn atien-
tion to the challenges facing Air
India, which the Tata Group re
acquired from the Indian govern
ment in 2022 after decodes of sta
teownership

The carrier has since been in-
tegrating operations, expanding
its fleet, and competing against
IndiGo, which dominates the In-
dlian market with over 60% share,

Chandrasekaran {old employe
o8 the airline wns facing a “chal-
lenging time,” without elabora-
ting, and asked staff to focus on
cost discipline and execution.

Alr India competes on interna-
thonal routes with alrlines such os
Emirates, @atar Alrways and
Lufthansa while {Acing pressure
domestically from low-cost rivals.

The airline, like its peers, is fa-
cing hard times as the war in
West Asia has uponded its inter
national business, Alr India is lo
sing cash, with the conflict spar
kinga sharprise in jet fuel prices
while it continues (o take longer
diversions for flights to the West
due to the closure of alrspace
over Pakistan and the Gulf
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Europe has Six Weeks of Jet Fuel Left: IEA

Agency warns flight cancellations may begin if disruption persists

Paris: Europe may have “about
six weeks"” of et fuel remaining,
the head of the International
Energy Agency (IEA) warned on
Thursday, cautioning that flight
cancellations could begin soon if
oil supplies remain disrupted by
the Iran war

IEA Executive Irector Fatih
Rirol described the situntion ns
“the largest energy crisis we have

ever faced,” driven by the blocks-
geof ofl, gasand other kev suppli-
o4 thirough the Strait of Hormuz
“In the past there was n group
called DireStraits. [t's o dire stra-
it now,” Birol said, warning of
significant implications for glo-
bal economic growth and infla-
tion if thedisruption continues
The crisis isexpected to push up
petrol, gns and electricity prices
worldwide, with some regions hit

harder thanothers.

“The front line is Asian countri-

o8 pollant on Middle Eastern
energy, Birol sald, citing Japan,
South Korea, Indin, China, Paks.
tan and Bangladesh, “Then it will

come to Europe and the Ameri-

CHS,

If the Strait of Hormuz is not re-
opened soon, Europe coukd begin
to see flight disruptions due to jot
fuel shortages, he added AP
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HC Reserves Order
on SpiceJet Plea in
Z144 cr Maran Row

. NEW DELHI The Del-
hi High Court on
Thursday reserved
order on petitions by
SpiceJet and its promoter Ajay
Singh, seeking a review of an
earlier order to deposit 144 cro-
re in connection with its legal
dispute with media baron Kala-
nithi Maran and Kal Airways.

Justice Subramonium Prasad
reserved the order after hearing
the senior counsel appearing
for the parties.

OnJanuary 19, the court direc-
ted SpiceJet and Ajay Singh to
deposit T44 crore with the re-
gistry within six weeks against
an admitted liability of 194 cro-
re. On March 18, time to make
the deposit was extended by fo-
ur weeks.

Ajay Singh and his budget airli-
ne sought reconsideration of the
March 18 direction on several co-
unts, including financial distress
amid the ongoing war in West
Asia. Spicedet instead offered a
commercial property in Guru-
gram as security and informed
the court that the Centre was wil-
ling to offer it some assistance.

Senior advocate Mukul Rohat-
gi, appearing for Ajay Singh
and Spicedet, on Thursday said
shuttingdown the airline would
not be in public interest and
that the law does not mandate
that security can only be in the
form of cash and can be in the
form of a property; bond or un-
dertakingas well. — PTI
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PLANE COLLISION
AT DELHI AIRPORT;
PROBE ORDERED

TWO COMMERCIAL
AIRCRAFT — operat=d by
ﬂ.k a5 Air and Spice et —
pvtained da rnagr- altor
coming into contact at
Dei airport an Thurs '.lay
atternoon, promptinga
w:-.:t-g;nir. nby the
Direclorade Ganeral of
Tl Bviateon [DGCA)
acconding to officials, an
Akasa Air pircralt was
stabonany an the taxaway
when a Spicelot plana,
tauiing bowands is
parking stand, struch it
The DGECA said the ar
traffic controfier on duty,
aorgwith the Soicelet
oilots, has been
dercstered panding the
outcome of the probe.
FE BUREAL
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Spicelet plane clips tail of

another in minor collision

Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport saw a
minor ground collision when a Spicelet aircraft
arriving from Leh clipped the tail of an Akasa Air
plane. The DGCA is investigating the event. Both
aircraft have been grounded for enquiry as well
as investigations, the two airlines said in their
press statements. A DGCA statement said that the
winglet, the tip of the wing, of SpicefJet’s Boeing
737-700 aircraft hit the tail of Akasa’s Boeing 737
MAX aircraft. It also said that it has de-rostered
the SpiceJet pilots involved in the incident as well
as the ATC officer concerned. At the time,
Spicejet’s aircraft was taxiing to the parking bay,
while Akasa's aircraft was standing stationery.
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Parliamentary panel calls for
assessment of Udan scheme

T E R IO,

abhishek Iaw@lwemm:c:m
BEW DELHI

parliamentary panel has

recommended that the

EOVETNMENL  ASSess
profitability before dishursing
128 840 crore over 10 vears
under Udan, the regional air
connectivity scheme.

Udan, an acronyvm for Ude
Desh ka Aam Naagrik, was
launched in October 2016 and
meant tomake flving afforda-
ble for the masses, connecting
smaller cities and towns with
the national air network. Gov-
ernment subsidies are pro-
vided to airlines operating on
these otherwise wunviable
routes, on flight tickets and to
build infrastructure.

New Delhi hasspent T,000
crore from 2016 to January
2026 on Udan. The amount
proposed to be set aside for the
Modified Udan hasbeen tripled
to deepen regional connectiv-
ity and expand inclusive air
access acrossthe country.

“The Committes recom-
mends that the Ministry com-
mission acomprehensive inde-
pendent impact assessment...

-

;l"ﬂh

Udan aims to make flying
afferdable for the masses.

COVETINE COSEPET PASSENZET on
each route, route-wise viahility
metrics, the proportion of
rottes achieving self-sustaina-
bility... The Modified Udan
scheme design should incorpo-
rate lessons from this assess-
ment,” the panel said.

The report was tabled in par-
liament on 25 March, the day
theCabinet approved the Mod-
ified Udan Scheme. The panel
is headed by Sanjay Kumar Jha,
Janata Dal (United) member of
the Rajya Sabha from Bihar,
and was constituted on 26 Sep-
tember 20225,

The Development Monitor-
ing and Evaluation (ffice of
Niti Aayog had called for pro-
posals in 20023 to doa mid-term
appraisal of the initiative.
Details arevettobe made pub-
lic.

“Agpressive subsidizstion is
not a substitute for demand
creation. So, a performance
review of existing routes, and
why somany failed to generate
ordonot have demand needs to
be seen, It makes sense to link
subsidisation to outcomes,”
said Rajendra Prasad, an avia-
tiom expert and former director
(airworthiness)at the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DA, the civil aviation regu-
lator.

The new scheme, which is
yet to be formally bnnched, will
provision subsidy for airtickets
for five years. An amount of
110,043 crore has been pro-
posed tosupport airine opera-
tors for 10 vears, It will also
develop 100 airports from exist-
ingunserved airstrips and other
infrastructure such as helipads,
airstrip renewals and water
aerodromes,

Far an extended version of
thiz stary, @o fo livemint_com
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With interest, SpiceJet dues
top 3400 crore, says Maran

ASUMBASREW DELHL

un Group chainman
Talanithi Maran todd the

Dellid High Coun on
Thuersalay Ut Spricetel v
over THDO crore, iJn:lluIJll_:.'
imteresl, in theis h:lll&,-l'l.llllLilI“
arfstration dispae—ar higler
thesn thae THHLS crore cited by
Ui ciish-st e ppsed abrline,

Staioe lnwyer Tavand Miditn,
repressiling KAL Alraays,
argued that "inlen=st is ool
being caleubstedd progerdy in
Ueedr busohs. Thers B more
Uhan TR0 crone outstamndng ™

LT e I AT e
The couirt was learing SpE-
o fels pelition seeking mediel
againstibe bigh oourt s carier
order directing it 1o degosil
THHLS crore by Apidl He
Rirpressenifiiig SpicyJel sein-
ior counsel Mkl Robaigi
sadd *I am under MeEncial
abrvs i oy e Woss Asiavwar
] wiskng aviation nurdsine ol
prices Lam trving my best 1o
seell the properiy before the
el abateand pay thie dues”
Adbier herigg theargument,
Justice Subiram oo Presad
sl thast whal wars respuired (o
D= commpaliesd with
i BOEE b v st
supplemented

Spicejet has
offered a one- murvedd @ meview

The airfine said it is under stress due o the West &sia war and
riting ATF prices. |t i booking to sell property to pay the des. &

julgrment oo e review e

Erlier on Mosiclay, Spicole
tiold the Delhi high court i
coild “vollagse” i forced 1o
immediately deposit TS5
erare in s kag-runsing dis-
prutie witls Falsithi Maran and
KAL Abrways, ciling disrug-
tinns s by the West Asia
conflict and rising aviation
Turbine [l prices

KAL argaen] that U review
apjl bation was filed 1o leep
the swnend bavging ™, awd saicl
e awand shoaidd be satislied
throiyeh monelary paymenl,
nol progery.

Sploeder lud

with material  3epa praperty in pretitiom nn 7 Ayl

rom MI26, @i

GUrugram as

secking el

that Kl prarty was irity, instead froen FICs eardier

wow seehing to

dlirecEiom reuir-

1k dclvaniage of of an immediate iy i bo e ot
4 Wilr ocolidniig cash payment TH-ES o by 1)
It H02AE i sup- T April The abdine

et ol s s

In Fiebwroary 20008, Sapresme
Courtfirectod encmsbmen of
a T erode leinh pisrnntes
anil ordened Spicedet o pay
1735 erone & nberes) within a
sprifieed periond, waming that
-l e wonild ma ke
Uhee o] fuilly executabile.

Uty Thuiesclay, Spice hd s
U wireleer sluourhel b i puibilic
Interest, noting that it is the
woirtry s Ui largrst dirline.

The Dl HIC peserved lis

il preopeosed 1o
Tumnish aone acre commesncial
pregierty i Claragrm 5 s~
rity instead of making an
Immeskiale cash paymend.
Ruhatyi sudsmitted s the
propery s unencumbered
and owed by ithe company,
Spiceedet is williing to cegpsusdn
the titde deeds before e
oL, Hhie saxie] the airfine loes
alremdy aben steps b muone
L U dvort, bonill s Lmmsac-
tionas could pake severnl

vl s @l showld mel be
Buarved] Ao a clistress i,

“Lam told that the gewern-
el s b ool 2 puackme
e b will grant me a chanee
gt hsans from PSU lminks o
o ermmen [l sovereisn seci-
rity. The governmenl will
staitdl for security for thee air-
Birvees, ™ e sanicl.

RAL Abrways is owned by
Kalanithi Maran and the pro-
kriged begal battle belween
Spicedet and Maran los been
gy minltiple roum s of Tit-
Bt scross forme. In fuly
208, te tribuinal rejectel
Adaran™s chuimfor esver 1300
cronein dkemages Lo direcied
Spicelet o mefund 1578 coorne
inbistngg with inl erest in relatiom
e warrinls and prefirenoe
slares

Spdcrdel muaintaimed it hos
alreadly pakl dlsoit T3 crone
to Maran amd KAL Alrways,
ineluding  the principal
st s inlenest

IJiJ.jmur_\.l]:n']EL' iresdesd
SpieeTed ancd fs prossoter Ajay
Sirigh toideposil THHS crone,
after mernbdiog that a tistal of
TIE 5T e resrained dioe
under earier diractions. Afler
adfustinge T crore almeady
dispsinead, the outstandim
anmanl sbooed al THHESD e

vk firris d e

Fuor an erfended vervo of
v sfary, poio liveming com.
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S’pore Airlines CEO meets Tata officials

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 0 Mew Delhi

AMID monnting Iosses and op-
erational challenges at Air In-
dia, Singapore Airlines CEQ

board and 19 people outside los-
ing their lives.

The meeting also took place
as Air India is grappling with
a leadership vacuum. Air In-

Aviation, tourism,
restaurant sectors

Goh Choon Phong met senior dia on April 7 formally an- E:;‘:_Jni:::;; =

Tata Group executives in Bom- nounced the resignation of u]d a_k h

bay House (Tata Group head-  chiel executive officer & man- E’"‘h the T“I:‘m co t (G| 1t

quarters in Mumbai) on -aging director, Campbell Wil- (ﬂ:::fg‘;

Thursday son. Before Wilson's resigna- il ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 5 Mew Denl
Singapore Airlines holds a tion, Air India Express’ ;scertami I:EL

25.1% stake in Air India follow-
ing the 2022 merger of Air In-
dia and Vistara. The rest is

managing director Aloke
Singh stepped down from his
role at Alr India Express in

being reported
that

INDIA'S tourism and hospitality sector,
which contributes nearly 8% to GDP and
supports over 40 million jobs, 1s once again

with the Tata Group. March this year ?ta}‘E;'F{"E’s facing external shocks due to escalating geo-
The key board meeting Wilson will remain in oM >INEAOE political tensions, said PHD Chamber of

took place in the back- therole until his succes.  Alrlines and Tata Commerce and Indusiry in a report.

drop of Air India's sor is announced. He G0UP are likely It stated that the aviation sector has

worsening financial had joined AirIndiain t0have emerged as the most impacted, with air-

woes, marked by a stag- September 3022 follow- discussed lines facing flight cancellations, airspace

gering FY26 loss of ing the privatisationof ~ Sifategiesin the restrictions and significant rerouting of

over 222 000 crore, the the airline and his five. ME€tng, international Nights.

highest on record. Tt is be- year term was schaduled L?éﬁéf?sts These disruptions have increased flying

ing reported that the airline is
seeking fonds from promoters.

The losses have escalated to
record levels due to frequent
airspace closures in West Asia
and a permanent closare in Pa-
kistan since March last year,
rising expenses and the impact
of rupee devaluation against
the US dollar

These challenges exacerbate
the repercussions from the
tragic Ahmedabad (Flight Al
171) crash on June 12, 2025,
which resulted in 241 people o

toend in September next year

Details about the meetings
with the Tata Group executives
could not be immediately
ascertained.

Howeover, it is being report-
e that stakeholders from Sin-
gapore Airlines and Tata
Group are likely to have
discussed strategies in
the meeting, focusing
on slashing costs, en-
hanecing services and
plotting sustained
investmerts,

time by 24 hours on key routes, leading to
a sharp rise in fuel consumption and operat-
ing costs. Indusiry estimates indicate that
fuel accounts for 35-40% of airline operating
costs and the ongoing situation has further
strained airline profitability
The report highlights a 15-20% decline in
inbound tourist traffic, particularly in lei-
sure travel, as global travellers adopt a can-
tious approach amid geopolitical uncer-
tainty. A= per the report, the aviation
industry has taken a hit of 218000 crore
becanse of the ongoing challenges. The
restaurant and food services sector is
aleo experioncing a mived impact.
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SpiceJet clips
Akasa planes’
wingonT1

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

A Spice]et plane taxiing at
Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International (IG1) Airport
Terminal 1 struck a stationary
Akasa aircraft on Thursday
around 2.15 pm, causing
damage to both the planes.
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation DGCA) has ini-

tiated a probe into the inci-
dent. Both Boeing 737 air-
craft have been grounded at
the airport after the incident.
An Air Traffic Controller official
and the Spicejet pilots have
been derostered.

Akasa Air's plane was to
operate flight QP 1406 from
Delhi to Hyderabad, while the
Spicejet aircraft had arrived
from Leh after operating the
flight SG 124.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

SpiceJet clips Akasa
planes’ wingon T1

The right winglet of Spice|et was damaged and
the lefi-hand horizontal stabiliser of Akasa was
hit.

This incident comes against the backdrop of
several other safety-related events at Delhi
airport in recent months.

FlightRadar24 playback indicates that the
incident occurred when the Spicejet aircraft from
Leh was pulling into the gate, and Akasa Air's air-
craft was pushing back for Hyderabad.

“Preliminary information indicates that Akasa's
aircraft was stationary when another airline’s air-
craft made contact with it. All passengers and
crew were safely disembarked, and our ground
teams are making alternative arrangements to
fly our passengers to Hyderabad at the earliest,”
Akasa Airlines said in a statement.

In a statement, Spicejet said its Boeing 737-700
aircraft was involved in a ground occurrence
while taxiing at Delhi airport, resulting in
damage to its right winglet and the left-hand hor-
izontal stabiliser of another aircraft from a dif-
ferent airline.

According to officials, the wings of both air-
craft came in contact on the taxiway. Taxiway
collisions, while less dramatic than in-flight inci-
dents, are considered serious events in aviation
safety protocols.

A similar incident occurred on February 3,
when an IndiGo aircraft made wingtip contact
with an Air India plane at Mumbai airport. At the
time of the incident, the IndiGo aircraft had

landed and was taxiing while the Air India
aircraft was waiting on the taxiway
before departure.
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Indiaregisters15-20 pc decline in tourist
traffic,aviationto hitloss 0f318,000 crore

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delld, 16 April

Indix’s aviation, tourism and
hospitality sectors are set to
hit hard due to the West Asia
conflict suffering as much as
15 to 20 per cent decline in
inbound tourist traffic and an
estimated net lossofRs 18,000
crove for the aviationindustry.

A reportreleased by the PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (PHDCCI), titled
"Tmpact of the West Asia Conflict
onIndia’s Tourism, Aviation &
Hospitality Sectors,"highlighted
widespreaddisruptions across
key segments.

Inclias tourism and hospitality
sector, which contributes nearly
8 percent toGDPand supports
over 40 million jobs, had
witnessed a strong recovery

Fri,

in2025 However, fiesh geopolitical
tensions in early 2026 have
introduced new volatility
“These disruptions have
increased flying time by 24
hours on key mutes, leading
inasharprise infuel consumption
and operating costs. Industry
estimates indicate that fuel
accounts for 35-40 per cent of
aidine operatingcosts and the
ongoing situation has further
strained airline profitability.

17 April 2026

https://epaper.thestatesman.

Thedisruption ofWest Asia
air corridors which is among
thebusiestglobal transit routes
has also reduced connectivity
efficiency andincreased airfares,”
the report said. The report
highlighted a 1520 per cent
dedine ininbound tourist traffic,
particularlyin leisuretravel, as
global travellers adoptacautious
approach amid geopolitical
uncertainty, Further, the outbound
travel trends have alsoshifted,

com/c/79647262

withIndian travellers prefering
short-haul destinations such
a5 Thailand, Singapore and
Vietnam, while long-haulroutes
have seen moderation.

The PHDCCI report further
said the restaurant and food
services sectar is also fadng
challenges, with around 10 per
vent of restaurant s reported to
have shut down and business
declining by Rs 79000 crore
per month. Input costs have
rsen by 10-15 per cent due to
higher prices of imported
While domestic demand and
food delivery, contributing
20-30 percent of revenues, are
providing some stability,
profitability remains under
pressure, particularly for small
and mid-sized operators, it

highlighted.
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