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India’s civilian chopper fleet
to double in 5  years: Airbus

Ro hlt Vaid
Mew Delhi

Growth in use-case scen-
arios of choppers in India,
such as for heli-ambulances
and in disaster relief and law
enforcement, will lead to the
doubling of the country’s ci-
vilian helicopter fleet in the
next five years, predicts Air-
bus Helicopters. At present,
India has around 250 civil
helicopters.

Speaking to businessline,
Sunny Guglani, Head of Air-
bus Helicopters for Indiaand
South Asia, said, “This (250
civilian chopper fleet) is ap-
proximately 1 per cent of the
world’s global flying fleet for
civilian helicopters, civil and
para-public helicopters.”

“So, if you look at the size
of our country, if you look at
the geography of our coun-
try, we've got so many hill
states; unfortunately, we also
have (natural) disasters.
These are all geographies,
and these are all missions
that a helicopter is best
suited for. If you put the two
together, you will see that
there is a huge market for
civil helicopters in the
country.”

USE CASES
According to Guglani, the
new use cases of choppers in
the country, such as heli-am-
bulances and for disaster
management as well as law
enforcement, along with tra-
ditional segments like com-
mercial air transportation,
tourism and others, will lead
to the doubling of the cur-
rent fleet size in India.
“Heli-ambulance is a new

segment in India. A pilot pro-
ject is going on at AIIMS
Rishikesh with an H125 heli-
copter. We are hearing that
the service has saved many
lives. That is a sector that we
are focusing on,” he said.

“The growth will come
from mission-specific seg-
ments such as flood relief,
disaster management, fire-
fighting, and all these kinds
of missions... Once we start
using them (helicopters) for
these missions, the numbers
will start growing. We
already see a lot of growth on
the commercial air trans-
portation side as well.”

Guglani said the
aerospace major is currently
working “with all the relev-
ant stakeholders” to usher in
growth in these new seg-
ments. Besides, he credited
the Centre’s initiatives for
pushing the chopper seg-
ment in the country, like the
revised UDAN (Modified
Udan) scheme, the creation
of a new helicopter director-
ate within the DGCA, and
Project Sanjeevani.

In recent times, the
Centre has given a growth
push to the chopper segment
by creating heliports across
the country under the initial
regional connectivity
scheme and plans to carry
forward the work under the
modified version of the pro-

gramme, which was an-
nounced in the Union
Budget for FY26.

businessline was the first to
report last year that the
Centre has decided to create
a dedicated “cell” that will
make helicopter operations
more efficient and smoother.

Moreover, independent
programmes at the Centre
and State levels, such as
‘HEMS (helicopter emer-
gency medical service) San-
jeevani,’ are expected to aid
in the augmentation of the
country’s chopper fleet.

HEMS Sanjeevani was the
first Central and State gov-
ernment-backed service ac-
cessible to the common
people.

In addition to the Central-
backed programmes,
Guglani cited that to sustain
the growth momentum, Air-
bus Helicopter is developing
a “full ecosystem” in the
country, from design to in-
novation and manufacturing
to maintenance.

“We have an engineering
centre in Bengaluru where
engineers are developing
technologies and designing
products that go into our
helicopters. We are setting
up the final assembly line for
the H125 helicopter in India
with the Tatas. We have also
partnered with Indamer as
an MRO service provider for
our products,” Guglani said.

“So, throughout the value
chain, from design to innova-
tion to manufacturing to
maintenance, we're looking
at the entire ecosystem be-
cause this entire ecosystem
has to grow, and then growth
will take place in helicopters
in the country.”
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Check in at Mumbai airport,
check out the artefacts

With 5,500 pieces, the art museum at Mumbai's T2 isone
of Asia's largest public art projects. Ahead of World
Heritage Day, a walk through its mural-filled corridors
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‘Delhi airport ranked as world’s 9th busiest airport in 2024’

TDGHETWORK
NEW OE 2]

Delhi airpori has been
ranked as the world's ninth
busiest airport in 2024,
helped by airline expan-
sion, infrastructure growth
and enhanced global con-
nectivitg

The top 10 busiest pirports
list compiled by the Air-

ports Council International
(ACT) World is topped by
Hartefield-Jackson Atlanta
International Airport (LIS)
which handled 1O 06T, 766
passengers in 2024,

Dubai International Air-
port and Dallas Fort Worth
Internatinnal Adrport (Ls)
are at the second and third
positions, respectively. They
hanlled 92331506 passen-

gers and 87817864 passen-
pers, respectively.

The Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (1GLA)
which handled 77820434
passrngers in 20624, is at the
ninth postion. The mirporl’s
traffic jumped 7.8 per cent
and 136 per cent compared
to 2023 and 2019, respec-
tivehe

In 2023, TGLA was ranled

as the tenth busiest airport.

Other airports in the
list are Haneda (Japan) atl
the fourth place, London
Heathrow (LK) at the fifth
position and Denver at
the sixth spol, as per ACI
World.

Istanbul Airport (Turkey )
and Chicago O'Hare Inter-
national Airport are at the
seventh and eighth posi-

tions, respectively,

For the rankings, ACI
World has taken into ac-
count total passengers en-
planed and deplaned, and
passengers in transit have
besen counted orice,

“The unwivering strength
of Istanbul Airport and
MNew Delhi International
Airport leep them in top
ranks, marking significant

progress over 2019, Both
airports have been (hriving
due to airline expansion,
infrastrocture growth, and
enhanced global connectiv-
ity," it said im a relense on
Momiday.

b 2025, 1t said the global
passenger traffic is forecast
to reach 99 hillion with a
4.8 per cent year-over-year
growth rate.
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Govt Reviews Medical Help at

Airports After Pilot’s Death

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The government is
set to review emergency medical
protocols at airports across the
country following the death of an
airline pilot after completing a
flight.

This comes in the backdrop of
an Air India Express pilot suffe-
ring a cardiac arrest at the Delhi
airport, soon after safely opera-
ting a Srinagar-Delhi flight on
April 9. An airline spokesperson
confirmed the pilot’s death.

A senior government official on
Wednesday said sector regulator
Directorate General of Civil Av-
iation (DGCA) is likely to review
the existing framework for asses-
sing pilot fitness, medical emer-
gency response system at air-
ports, and other related aspects.

“We are looking into whether to
set up a protocol on how to re-
spond in such cases,” he said.

Following the incident, pilots of
Air India Express raised con-
cerns, saying that there was a de-
lay in providing medical atten-
tion tothe pilot, and that it took 45
minutes for an am-
bulancetoarrive.

“This incident
should be a turning
point. Safety and
security for profes-
sionals can no long-
er be optional,” one
of the pilots told
ET, asking not to be
named.

Disputing the pi-
lots’ claim, Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar,
CEO of Delhi Air-
port, said the airport had made a
doctor available In 8§ minutes
fromthetimethe manager of ope-
rations got the information.

“Urgent response was provided
and he was sent to a world class
medical facility,” Jaipuriar said.

An Al Express
pilot suffered
a cardiac
arrestatthe
Delhi airport
shortly after
landinga
flighton Apr9
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India’s air passenger growth may
outpace China’s in 2026: ACI

SUKALP SHARMA
Hew Delhi, April 14

THE GROWTH RATE of India’s air
passenger traffic appears set to
overtake thatof Chinain 2026, and
theformeris likely to betheworld's
fastest-growing large aviationmar
ket over the next three decades, per
projections from global airports
industry body Airports Council
Intermational (ACI).

Whike China's size as an aviation
market is notably bigger than India,
the pace of the latter’s prowth is
expected to gatherpaceamid mpidly
growing air travel demand froma
massive population base whose per
capita air tavel is low, which in tum
pointstoa significant growth poten-
tial. China, on the other hand, is
alreadyat alevel of relatively greater
maturity as anaviat ion market, and
the scope of speedy growth maybe
limni e vis-a-vis India

India to top in CAGR

The compoundannual growth rate
(CAGR) of India’s alr passenger
traffic for 2023-2027 is pegged
at 9,59, higher than the projection

" Terminal 1 at Delhi Airport is
now fully operational: DIAL

HITIM KUMAR
New D_nll'!f! .ﬂ._gril 16

DELHI INTERHATIONAL
AIRPORT (AL) on Wedn esday
announced that Terminal 1
at Delhi Airport is now fully
opemtional

The statement comes a day
after passengers eported multi-
ple technical issues related to
baggage check-in.

of 8.8% for China
Asforthelong-tem forecast ACL
expects the CAGH of India's air pas-
senger traffic at 5.5%, identical to
that of Indonesia, a relatively smaller
market. The CAGRof all othermajor
aviation markets is expected to be
lower than that, with that of China
pegged at 3 5%, Others in the listof
the 10 likely fastest-growing major

aviation markets over the next three

“Terminal 1at DelhiAirport is
now fully operational, of fering a
bigger space, enhanced
amenities, and a smarter travel
experience Withupgradedinfra-
stricture and modem technol
ogy, T1 is designed to redefine
the wayyou fly,” DIAL said

Om Tuesday, technical issues
at Terminal 1'sbaggage check-in
area caused a temporary slow
down in the process.

deades includeVietnam, the Phil ip-
pines, Saudi Arabia Thailand, Qatar,
Egypt, andthe UAE.,

“Why India is moving faster than
Chinain the short term.. thisis be-
cause India s a market that is dewvel-
opingand isin the process ofenhanc-
ing its infrastructure, and also
enhancing its supply side” sald Ste-
fano Baronci, director general of ACI
Asia-Pacific & Middle East
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No decision on land acquisition for Amaravati yet

Farmers have expressed interest in pursuing land pooling
30,000 acres of land would be required to develop international airport

As it stands

METRO INDLANEWS | AMAR SVATI

The much-discussed land ac-
quisition tor the second phose
of Amaravatis capital devel-
opment remains in limbo, with
no concrete decisions made
yet, socording o Minister Na-
rayang. In a recent statement,
the Minister clarified that the
state government has not yet
reached a conclusion regard-
ing the land acquisition pro-
cess.

Margvana revealed that
Chief Minister M. Chandra-
babu Naidu had earlier de-
clded to earmark 5,000 acres
for the construction of an in-
ternational airport However,

the Minister emphasized that
land acquisition through con-
ventional means would lead to
significant losses for farmers.
The Minister also conducted a
site inspection at the gravel
quarriesin Ananthavaram, as-
sessing potential resources for
the capitals infrastricture
needs.

Speaking to the press after
the visit, Narayana reiterated
the governments vision for
Amaravati. He explained that
the Chief Minister has plans to
create 4 mega clity en-
compassing the areas of Man-
galagiri, Tadepalli, Guntur, and
Vijpyawada Aspart of thisam-
bitious plan, the construction

of an international airport has
been proposed to bolster the
region’s growth.

Regarding the methoed of
land acquisition, Narayana
suggested that land pooling —
an aternative w0 traditional
land acquisition — could be

more beneficial for farmers.
He pointed out that while ac-
quiring land through standard
means would result in a regis-
ration fee that is 25 times
higher than market value, land
pooling offers farmers a re-
urn that would be more ad-

B Tenders for 68 projects

B Allgovt buildings

completed will be completed
B 851 acres of gravel from by next year

local quarries have been B Trunk roadsare

allocated to the CRDA expected to be

(Capital Region finished within 12

Development Authority) months, while

for construction purposes. layout roads

vantageous in the long run.
The Minister confirmed that
farmers have expressed inter-
estin pursuing land pocling
To establish the inter-
natfonal airport, Narayana ex-
plained, around 30,000 acres

of land would be required.
After farmers receive refurn-
able plots of land, a porton of
the remaining land would be
uwsed for infrastructure ke
roads, drainage systems, and
other facilities. Ultimately,

only about 5000 acres of land
would remain under govern-
ment control. Therefore, the
Minister underscored the
necessity of adopting land
peoling for acquiring addi-
tional land.

Although discussions are
still ongoing, no final decision
on whether to proceed with
land acquisition or land pool-
ing for the airport project has
been made. The Minister also
reminisced about how, in 2015,
farmers voluntarily pooled
34,000 acres of land for the de-
velopmentof Amaravati injust
58 days, highlighting the sue-
cessful  Implementation of
land pooling in the past.
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CM opens Amravati airport;

first commercial flight takes off

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
inaugurated the Amravati airport on Wednesday,
The first commeercial Hight took off from the
airport. The event also marked the announcement
of a new pilol training fcility set o begin
operations within six months. The training schoaol
will have 34 alreraft and produce 180 pilots
annually. Mr. Fadnavis said this would be the
largest such acility in south-east Asia. A 'M Mitra
textile park in the areq is expectad to create 2 lakh
jobs. Union Aviation Minister Bam Mohan Naidu,
Deputy Chiel Ministers Ajit Pawar and Eknath
Shinde, and other leaders also attended the event,
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‘60 new airports
needed in 5 years’

New Delhi: India will need 50
new, orenhanced, airportover
the next five years as aviation
growth continues to remain
strong, aviation
secretary Vum-
Iunmang
Vualnam said
at an Airports
Council Inter-
national confer-
ence (ACI) here Wednesday.
“India had 74 airports in
2014 and we closed last year at
159. On Wednesday, thenumber
hasrisen to160(with Amravati
airport being inaugurated).
Over the next five years, we
will need 50 new;, or enhanced,
airports,” Vualnam said. n
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Relief on cards
for those flying
nonstop to US

CBP HAS 15 PRE-CLEARANCE
LOCATIONS IN SIX COUNTRIES

@ Dublin and Shannon in Ireland

@ Aruba and Bermuda in
the Caribbean

@ Abu Dhabi
@ Nassau in the Bahamas

kR

Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa,
Vancouver, Victoria, and
Winnipeg in Canada

(Source: CBP site)
Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Travellers taking nonstopflights to the US from
Indira Gandhi International Airport may soon arrive there
as domestic passengers, with their customs and immigra-
tion inspections done at IGI Airport itself before boarding
the aircraft.

The GMR-backed Delhi International Airport Ltd (DI-
AL) has asked central govt for a US Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) pre-clearance facility at IGIA from where
Air India currently operates over 33 weekly direct flights to
America, apart from United and American having a daily
each to New York — Newark and JFK, respectively:

Thisdirect connectivity isall set togrow as Al will incre-
ase its frequencies and American destinations, and IndiGo
is also eyeing these long hauls. Delhi is the hub for both the-
seairlines, US carriers will also increase nonstops once the
Russia overflving restrictions they face are removed.

GMR Airports executive director (south) SGK Kishore
said on Wednesday, “We are looking at a pre-clearance
facility for the US.”

An airport source said, “We have asked govt for a US CBP
pre-clearance facility at IGIA. This is a govi-to-govt process that
will take some time.” He added, “Given the number of nonstops
Delhi will soon have to the US, a CBP at IGIA will offer great con-
venience as pre-cleared passengers will arrive as domestic pas-
sengers in the US. They will just take their bags on arrival and
quickly walk out of the airport.”

Landing into the busiest US airports like New York, San
Francisco, Los Angeles or Chicagoat peak arrival times me-
ans long queues at immigration, especially for the wide ma-
jority of passengersin coach. Sorunning out of planes—so-
methingseen in India regularly — is common to avoid being
too far back in those queues. Just to skip this, many travel-
lers from India fly Etihad via Abu Dhabi, which hasa CBP.

A CBP at IGIA could see many travellers skip their one-
stop connecting flights on foreign airlines with their hubs
in the Gulf, Europe or Southeast Asia. It will also help the
govt aim of establishing IGIA as a global hub, with US-bo-
und passengers from some nearby countries also
opting to fly via Delhi.

The US CBP website says pre-clearance is the “strategic
stationing of CBP personnel at designated foreign airports to
inspect travellers prior to boarding US-bound flights. With
pre-clearance, travellersthen bypass CBP and Transportation
Security Administration inspections upon US arrival and
proceed directly to their connecting flight or destination.”

CBP currently has over 600 officers at 15 pre-clearance loca-
tions in six countries. For Indian travellers, the closest pre-cle-
arance is at Abu Dhabi and Etihad has been adding US nons-
tops with an eye on India. “In 2019, CBP personnel stationed
abroad pre-cleared 2.2 crore travellers, representing over 16%
of all commercial air travellers to the US,"” the website says.
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Tree halts opening of taxiway at Surat airport

Locals Believe
Chopping It Would
Bring Misfortune

Vishal.Patadiva@timesofindia.com

Surat: A 10-foot-tall tree, believed
tobethesacred abode of a Yakshi-
ni (a female nature spirit), has
brought the Inauguration of a
crucial infrastructure project at
Surat International Airport to a
standstill. The parallel taxiway,
stretching 2,905 m and construc-
ted atacostof Rs63crore, wasrea-
dy for use since March 31
However, it cannot be used un-
til the tree standing adjacent to
the new stretch is removed. Aut-
horities must remove it before the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) conducts its inspec-

The taxiway, stretching 2,905 m and constructed at a cost of Rs 63 crore, has
been ready for use since March 31

tion, expected soon.

What complicates the matter
is a deep-rooted local belief: chop-
ping down the tree could invite a
curse. Many in the area consider
it sacred and warn of misfortune
toanyone whoattemptstocutit. A
senior airport official told TOI
that they have decided to trans-
plant the tree instead of axing it.

“Initially, we planned to chop
it, but we respect the local senti-
ments. Instead, we will transplant
the tree near the airport fire sta-
tion before the monsoon so it can
naturally adapt and thrive with
therainwater,” the official said.

The officer said that the Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has been requested to

commission the taxiway and con-
duct the mandatory inspection.

Notably, the authorities remo-
ved the idol of the ‘Lalbai Mata’
temple on the new taxiway, which
was adjacent to this tree, and shif-
ted it to a new temple built nearby
two years ago. When the taxiway
was planned in 2019, the villagers
from nearby Bhimpore, Dumas,
and Gavivar opposed demolis-
hing the temple.

At that time, Airports Autho-
rity of Indiaallotted Rs10lakhto |
build a new temple inside airport |
premises so that the villagers co- |
uld come to worship ‘Lalbai Ma-
ta’ anytime during the vear.
Itissaid thatthe temple
was built by a farmer

after discovering a

red stone from the o
land while ploug- S
hing.
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Tree halts opening of taxiway at Surat airport

Vishal.Patadiya
@timesofindia.com

Surat: A 10-foot-tall tree, beli-
eved to be the sacred abode of
a Yakshini (a female nature
spirit), has brought the
inauguration of a erucial in-
frastructure project at Surat
International Airport to a
standstill. The  parallel
taxiway, stretching 2,905 m
and constructed at a cost of
Rs 63 crore, was ready for use
since March 31

However, it cannot be used
until the tree standing adja-

The taxiway, stretching

2,905m and constructed at a
cost of Rs 63 crore, has been
ready for use since March 31

cent to the new stretch is re-
moved. Authorities must re-
move it before the Directora-

te General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) eonducts its inspec-
tion, expected soon.

What complicates the
matter is a deep-rooted local
belief: chopping down the
tree could invite a curse. Ma-
ny in the area consider it sa-
cred and warn of misfortune
to anyone who attempts to cut
it. A senior airport official
told TOI, “Initially, we plan-
ned to chop it, but we respect
the local sentiments. Instead,
we will transplant the tree ne-
ar the airport fire station be-
fore the monsoon so it can na-

turally adapt and thrive with
the rainwater.” The officer
said that the DGCA has been
requested to commission the
taxiway and conduct the
mandatory inspection.
Notably, the authorities
removed the idol of the ‘Lal-
bai Mata' temple on the new
taxiway, which was adjacent
to this tree, and shifted it toa
new temple built nearby two
years ago. When the taxiway
was planned in 2019, the villa-
gers from nearby Bhimpore,
Dumas, and Gaviyar opposed
demaolishing the temple.
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Das slams Air India
OVver poor service

NEw pELH: Cormesdion Vie Dios
has orticised Adr Incha over a
distressing travel soperienoe,
alleping subparsenace despite
paying Re 50 000 per seat ona
recent flight to Delhi. Ina post
on X on Thesday, Das said he
and his wife — who has a frac
tises] Foot fored mailtipls
Eaies dunng the journey. s
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Karnals airport still grounded
as Hisar's takes oft

Pamyren Anona

HILE Prime Min-
,’\ ister Narendra
J Modi inougurated

Horynna's first official air-
part in Hizar on Monday,
the cecosion brought mixed
emotions for Karnal. The
city, home to ane af the old-
est avintion clubs o the

reglon, continue s to wait for
its long-promised upgrade
into s domestic airport.

Sinee 1067, Kornal has
hosted the Horvona Tnsti-
tute of Cnal Aviation, train-
ing countless pilats,
Despite its legacy and
strategic location alomg NH-
4, wath easv acoegs o Delhi
ond Chandigarh. the city's
pspirmtions for an adrport
remaln unfulfiled

Meanwhils, construction
of o new alrport in Ambala
Cantt — just 70 bon oway -
is nearing com pletion. This
has triggered frustmtion
amang Kamal's residents,
who fieed sidelined deapite
the city's potential.

“Tt should not just be
developed as o domestic ole-
port but con also be upgmmd -
el into a cargo and sdreraft
mamlenancs Rub, 55 il has
the oldest nvintion club n
the region,” said Col Mon-
beer Choudhary (retd),
president of the Hotel and
Restuurnnt Associntion of
Horyvans and former presi-
dent of the Fedemition of
Hotel and Hestauramt Asso-
clations of India

He smphinsised that Kar-
nal's airport could serve
nearby Panipul one of
Inctia's top exporters — and
Kurukshetrn, o key reli-
gious toursm hub, thus
boosting both trade and
lourism

Aflle photo of Kamal Aviation Club.

The dream of converting
Karnal's awrstripinto a full-
Neclged nirport dales back to
2012 when the Congress-led
state povernment st Doat-
ed the idea, After the BIP
cimi to power in 2014, then
Chielf Minigter Monohar Lal
Ehattar rekindled hopes by
anmouneing the upirode of
{he Civil Avintion Qubintoa
domestic girport on Nowvem-
lrer B that vesr

Hﬂ“‘!"-’{‘ | FIImT-IEE WiE
limited to rencvation and
Furiway expangon In 2021,
the High Powered Purchase
Commutiee, choired by the
M, approved further plins
for development, Yel, sub-
stantinl ground activty
remains minimal, A visit by
then Civil Avist lon Minister
Dr Knmal Guptn in June
024 mised public hope
agam with a fenewed pirom-
ise, but since then, only a
boundory wall hos come up

Authorities sate that the
gren of the foeility has
expanded from 107 to 171
peres, and the runway is
eing extended from 3,000
to 5,000 feel 1o oocomimo-
date small and medium-
sbred nirerall.

Congress MP Deepender
Hooda entietsed the lack of
action. reminding that the
Congress hod announced
upgrades for both Hisarand
Karnnl simtrips in 2012
“Nownork has been done on

the Karnal nirport mn the
past 11 years dunng the
BIP regime.” hee allegesd

Responcding to the criticsm,
Uninn Power Minister and
former CM Khattar pecent by
suil lnnd aequisition i cone-
phete and furtherexpmmaom &
in the pipeline. though mone
Tagd i sl ruseclisel

Political annlysts atiribute
the delay to shifting politi-
cal priorties. Hisar, which
gained prominence during
the BJPRJP coalition
{20158-2024), benelited from
the influence of JJP leader
amd former Deputy CM
Dushyant Chautaly, whao
strongly ndvocated for the

Hisar airpart
“Despite being a CM city
for 10 wears, Karnal

deserved better treatment,”
sidd Dr Ramjl Lal, former
Principal of Dyal Sirygh Col
lege, "The domestic airpart
shoild have been con-
structer] here earlier This
shows that Kornsl s
always been secondary for
all politicn] partivs,”

He noted thot the city's
relutively  Iow  political
activism might be a fuctor
“The pedple of Kurnal ore
not as politically mware or
viocal ag those moother CM
cities " he added,

For now, Karnal contin-
ues to walt on the run-
way, hoping its wwrn will
finally come
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Airlines fear CORSIA’s financial

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 16 April

Indian airlines on Wednesday
voiced concerns over the new
global emission standards
CORSIA, set to take effect in
2027, calling the targets “unre-
alistic” and warning that the
norms could impose a “signifi-
cant” financial burden on them.

CORSIA (Carbon Offsetting
and Reduction Scheme for
International Aviation) is a
global initiative of the United
Nations-run International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO)
to limit carbon emissions from
international aviation. From
2027, it enters a mandatory
phase for most major aviation
countries, requiring airlines to
offset emissions that exceed
2020 levels by purchasing eli-
gible carbon credits.

“CORSIA has setimpossible
targets. It tries to limit coun-
tries to the emission levels of
the number of aircraft that they
had in 2020. That has to be
opposed,” SpiceJet CMD Ajay
Singh said during a panel dis-

cussion at Makemytrip
Foundation’s India Travel and
Tourism Sustainability

Conclave 2025. “The 2027 COR-
SIA targets are unrealistic and
unfair for countries like India.
We will continue to work with

Q>

66 rsinHASSET
IMPOSSIBLETARGETS.IT
TRIESTO LIMIT COUNTRIESTO
THEEMISSION LEVELS OF THE

NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT THAT
THEYHAD IN2020"

AJAY SINGH, CMD, Spicejet

impact may clip their wings

>

w \\ 4

&6 WEHAVETO
START PREPARING FOR
IT(CORSIA). ITWILL
POSEASIGNIFICANT
BURDEN ON AIRLINES"

ALOKE SINGH,
MD, Air India Express

Govtreviews medical emergency
protocols atairports after pilot’s death

The Centre was evaluating existing protocols for managing

medical emergencies atairports

aftera pilotcollapsed and

died shortly after landing a commercial flight, a senior official
said on Wednesday. According to the senior official, the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation may soon initiate a
review of policies concerning pilot health assessments,
emergency medical infrastructure at airports, and other

related areas.

ICAO and see that these norms
are not unfair to developing
countries and not biased
towards developed countries,”
he said.

Kapil Kaul, chief executive
officer and director of aviation

consultancy firm CAPA India,
said none of the Indian carriers
are ready to meet the targets
set under CORSIA. “Given
these circumstances, the target
could be deferred,” Kaul said.

Air India Express Managing

Director Aloke Singh said:
“CORSIA will pose a significant
burden on airlines. If the SAF
production gets further
delayed, the burdens of carbon
offset — due to CORSIA — will
rise further.”

Under CORSIA, airlines
must also monitor and report
their carbon dioxide emissions
annually, and reduce their off-
setting burden by using sus-
tainable aviation fuel that meet
ICAO standards.

Air India Express MD,
though, believed that there was
asilver liningin CORSIA imple-
mentation. “We as an industry
are well organised. We have
global frameworks. India is a
member of ICAO. IATA repre-
sents airlines. There is a road
map. It might look impossible,
itmightseem difficult, but there
is a road map,” he explained.
“There are positives. We, as
stakeholders, have to use our
collective might to get the SAF
production up and get a better
buy-in. Once the production is
up, the costs will go down,”
Aloke Singh noted.

SpiceJet CMD stated the
issue of boosting SAF produc-
tion boils down to political
will in the country because
the money needed is small
for oil companies but huge
for airlines.
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Air India Makes
$300m Payment
to Plane Lessors
via GIFT City Arm

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: Air India Group has pa-
id around $300 million to aircraft
lessors through its leasing arm at
IFSC Gift City in Gujarat over the
past twomonths, a person familiar
with the development said.

The wholly owned subsidiary, Al
Fleet Services IFSC (AIFS), mana-
gesthegroup’saircraftleasing ope-
rations and is being used to route
payments to lessors. “Over the past
two months, we've made payments
of around $300 million via IFSC
GIFT City. The initial payment was
of around $50 million and earlier
this month, we have made pay-
ments worth $250 million. These
payments have been made to les-
sors for aircraft,” said a person fa-
miliar with the matter:

Air India did not respond to ET's
query.

The wholly owned subsidiary, Al
Fleet Services IFSC (AIFS), mana-
ges the group’s aircraft leasing ope-
rations and is being used to route
payments to lessors.
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India Must Fly With
China’s Boeing Bar

More planes lower cost, boost competitiveness

China’srestrictions on inducting Boeing aircraft presents
anopportunity to Indian airlines that have placed large or-
ders with the US maker of commercial jets. Indian airlines
can move ahead in the queue for deliveries. This should
speed up India’s pace of acquiring a young civil aviation
fleet, which ought to raise the competitiveness of the co-
untry’s airlines. Fuel-efficient aircraft fatten airline pro-
fits while shrinking their carbon footprint. These factors
matter in price-sensitive domestic aviation and value-
conscious international travel. Faster aircraft deliveries
have second-order effects on the development of India’s av-
lation ecosystem, for instance, aircraft maintenance,
which pulls down airline operating costs. Crucially, ha-
vingenough seatson international routes avoids havingto
hand them over to foreign carriers, a considerable oppor-
tunity cost for Indian airlines as they expand their fleets.
= Thesizeof India’suntapped domestic
P aviation market offers some protection
from a global economic slowdown bro-
ught on by trade fragmentation. Projec-
R ted weakness in jet fuel prices over the
& medium term is another tailwind. The
i international aviation industry, on its
part, may have to rework supply chains,
leading to slower aircraft production. There may be further
opportunities in vendor development for Indian aviation,
given thesize of itsairlines’ orders with Boeingand Airbus.
India is negotiating trade agreements with the US and the
EU, where aerospace constitutes a leading export industry.
The market dynamics and aeronautical infrastructure
build-up make India a growth engine for the global aviation
industry for the next couple of decades. The next wave of in-
ternational travel will be led by Indians. The country needs
tomove its international aviation hubs onshore. Aircraft ac-
quisition is the first step towards that goal. Indian airlines
have made a quick start by placing their orders for jets befo-
re global aviation recovered from the pandemic. The tariff
wars provide them with an opportunity to build momentum
to take on the location, fuel cost and aviation infrastructure
advantages of competitors in West Asiaand Southeast Asia.
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IndiGo adds non-stop Europe,
Africa flights on travel boom

MIHIR MISHRA
April 16 )
INDIGO PLANSTO add moredirect
flights to Europe and Africaamid a
boomin outhound touwrism in India,
asthe country’s bipgest airline taps
a long- haul strategythat hashistor
ically vielded mixed results for low-
costcamiers,

The budget airline will do so
using leased wide-bodyaircraft and
inducting new narmw-body planes
capable of long-haul trips, Pieter
Elhbers, chief executive officer of
InterGlobeAviation, which opemtes
IndiGo, said inan email,

Deliveries of twin-aisle 30 Air-
bus SE 350-900s is expected from
2027, he said, which will aid the
global push further.

“Ratherthan foousing mosthron
transit passengers, our goal is to
enhancedirect international con-
nectivity from multiple Indian
cities,” Elbers said. Direct flights
would also serve to attract morefor-
elgn tourists (o India, he added.

IndiGo, which started flying
abmad neady 14 veasago, is making
direct intemational flights the cor-

METER ELBERS, CED,
INTERGLOBE AVIATION
Rather than focusing
mostly on transit
passengers, our goal
is to enhance
direct
international |
connectivity i -
from multiple L&
Indian cities J
~ VI
B The airline will use leased wide-

body aircraft and induct new
narrow-body planes

B Delveries of twin-aislie
30 Airbus SE 350-900s [s
expected from 2027

nerstone of its next phase of expan-
sionafterdominating local skieswith
an almost 64% marketshare, kslocal
dval Air India, is also beefing up its
services and fleet in intensifying

competition to lure fiers

IndiGGo's strategy, which betson
winning international fliers looking
to save the time and hassle of
changing planes and navigating air-
port transfers hasbheen atough test
forbudget carriers in the past.

While the model has generally
workedwell forSingapore Airlines's
no-frills unit Scoot and Jetstar
under the Qantas Group, success
has not been mirrored widely,

Profitability has been astrupgle
fior AirAsia X Bhd s longer- haul dis-
countcamierAirAsia X, while Norwe
gian Air Shuttle ASA ditched its low-
cost long-haul business to focus on
shorter flights doserto home, Wow
Airand Primera Airwent under.

IndiGo, which has faced intense
competition domestically in the
past decade, should be able to com-
pete with the global international
carriers, accordingto Mayur Milak,
aviation analyst at Murbai-based
Asian Market Securities.

The airdine has been "a cost
leader and also has the balance
sheet strength to be able to fund ™
this global push, Milak said,

—BLOOMBERG
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Indian carriers to flyyoungest fleet
in 5 years, emit the least: Industry

SpiceJet to double its
fleet ina year: CMD

INDIAM CARRIERS WILL be fly-
ing theyoungest fleet in the wordd
in the nextfive vears and become
the least emitters from being the
third largest emitter now, topavi-
ation industry leaders said on
Wednesday.

Participatingin a discussion at
the India Travel & Tourism Sus-
tainability Condave 2025, Akasa
Adrco-founder Aditya Ghosh said,
“Five vears from now, | definitely
feclwhen you compare Indian avi-
ation tothe rest of the world we
will be flying theyoungest fleet in
the sky, which basically means, by
math, that we will be actually
cmitting the least”

Stating thatat present India is
the third largest aviation market
in the warld, Ghosh sald, "We're
also the third largest emitter.
Today,aviation contdbutes to 19
of emissions in India, which isless
than the global average.”

Expressing similar views, Air
India Express managing director,
Aloke Singh sald before the
merger of AirAsia India and Air
IndiaFxpress in FY 23, just 10% of
the fleet was new genemtion,

ADITYA GHOSH,
CO-FOUNDER, AKASAAIR

Today, aviation

contributes

to 1% of #"I
emissions .
in India ‘

ALOKE SINGH, MANAGING
DRECTOR, AR INDIA EXPRESS
Before AirAsia
India-Air India ,
Express merger, l.'
just 10% fleet
was new-gen

L t.l
“We closed the last financalyer
with 50:50 — 50% new-gen and

509 old. Next year two-third s will

be new pen. So that is mpidly mov

ing,” he said, however, adding sus-
tamability is way wider than just
tuelincludingpositively impacting
society and embracing the arcular
coononmy, among others.

—Pn

DOMESTIC CARRIER SPICE-
JET'S revival plan is"going very
well "and the airline is on track to
double its current fleet over the
next 12 months, chairman and
managing director (CMD) Ajay
Singh sakd on Wednesday,

Injanuary, Spicelet announced
plans to bring back into opera
tions 10 of its grounded aincraft,
inchiding four Bocing B737 Max,
by mid-April. The airline had said
it hasadded 10 planesto its flect
since October 2034 — three
grounded aircraft that were
brought back into service and
seven inducted on leasa,

Spicejet had faced multiple
headwinds, including finanaal
woes and legal disputes with
lessom. I n recent mon ths, the car-
rierhas raised funds and ison the
revival path.

Asked about Spicejet’s revival

Ajay Singh, CMD, Spicelet

plan, Singh said," It is going very
well and by this time next yearwe
expect to have doubled our cue-
rent fleet and this rtum to service
program that we have, all the air
craft thatareonthe ground, yet we
are doing our very best, scems to
be on track and by the next 12
meonths, we will be double of
where we cumrently are”

—PTl
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New pilot duty rules from
July; HC closes pilots’ pleas

Shruti Kakkar
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
has closed petitions filed by the
Federation of Indian Pilots and
other unions challenging the
2019 Flight Duty Time Limita-
tion (FDTL) norms issued by the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), after the regulator
committed to a phased imple-
mentation of revised FDTL rules
starting July 1.

In February, DGCA informed
the court it had proposed stricter
guidelines to limit pilots’ duty
hours and enhance rest periods to
reduce fatigue. The planincludes
increasing weekly rest from 36 to
48 hours beginning July 1 and
reducing permissible night flying
from November 1. Of the 22 pro-
posed changes, 15 will take effect
in July, with the rest—including a
redefinition of night duty as hours
between midnight and 6 am —

slated for the November roll-out.

In her April 7 ruling, justice
Tara Vitasta Ganju acknowledged
that the process of notifying the
revised Civil Aviation Requirement
(CAR) is underway and directed all
airlines, including Air India, to
submit their updated FDTL
schemes to the DGCA within three
weeks -- a countdown that for-
mally began on Wednesday after
the order uploaded. “This court
deems it appropriate to direct that
Air Indiaand any other concerned
airlines shall file their respective
FDTL scheme with DGCA expedi-
tiously,” justice Ganju's order
stated.

DGCA’s phased approach fol-
lowed stiff resistance from air-
lines, which claimed the new
norms would require a 10-20%
increase in pilot hiring and
potentially cause flight disrup-
tions. The original June 1, 2024,
deadline was deferred after sev-
eral rounds of mediation

between Air India and pilot
unions, facilitated by DGCA and
ordered by the court.

Though the court in its four-
page order closed the petitions, it
granted the pilot unions liberty to
approach the judiciary in the
future in case of any violation or
delay in implementation.

“Needless to add that in the
eventof any non-compliance, the
petitioners shall be at liberty to
approach the appropriate forum
albeit inaccordance with law,” the
judge noted.

The FDTL overhaul was first
announced by DGCA in January
2024, following growing concerns
over fatigue-related risks to flight
safety. However, after pressure
from airlines and directions from
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA), the rollout was delayed,
leaving carriers to continue oper-
ating under the old norms until
their updated schemes receive
DGCA's approval.
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{ PROTOCOLS AT AIRPORTS }

Govt to review pilots’ health emergency SoPs

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government
will re-examine standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs) for han-
dling medical emergencies at
airports following the sudden
death of a pilot due to cardiac
arrest shortly after landing in
Delhi last week, officials said on
Wednesday.

The ministry of civil aviation
(MoCA) plans to evaluate exist-
ing health regulations for pilots
and review airline-specific emer-
gency protocols in response to
the incident.

“There is a need to look at the
protocols being followed at the
airport while dealing with medi-
cal emergencies. We will be
reviewing the SOPs followed
during such medical situations,”
a government official told HT,
requesting anonymity.

The incident prombpted

THE DECISION
COMES IN THE
WAKE OF THE
SUDDEN DEATH OF
APILOT DUETO
CARDIAC ARREST
AFTER LANDING IN
DELHI LAST WEEK

authorities to take a deeper look
into health checks and opera-
tional stress, particularly pilots’
turnaround times and emer-
gency management in high-pres-
sure aviation environments,
according to another official.
Initial reports suggested poor
handling of the situation when
the 3G-year-old Air India Express
first officer collapsed minutes
after landing on April 9. A group
of pilots later alleged the co-pilot
had been sufferine from faticue

A civil aviation ministry offi-
cial disputed these claims.
“According to the incident
report, the ambulance reached
the pilot well on time, contrary
to allegations. The pilot had only
operated the Delhi-Srinagar-
Delhi sector that day with total
duty hours of just 11 hours 40
minutes in the previous seven
days,” the official said.

“He was rushed to the nearest
hospital by the airport medical
team while still conscious and
communicating. He collapsed
after reaching the hospital and
could not be revived,” the official
added.

The official clarified that the
pilot operated only as co-pilot
when on duty. “As per norms, he
was last assessed by the Indian
Air Force medical team in Janu-
ary this year and declared fit to
fly. However, his flying licence
did not permit him to operate
without an exnerienced nilot " a

DGCA official explained.

Mark D Martin, former pilot
and founder of Martin Consult-
ing, called for a comprehensive
review. “A detailed independent
investigation should be initiated.
This will shed light on opera-
tional realities such as pilot
fatigue, the adverse impact of
high-altitude operations, post-
surgery crew flight response and
behaviour, and the effectiveness
of Air Force medical exams for
line pilots,” he said.

“In the interest of morale,
safety, and governance, there
must be no finger-pointing
between the airline, the regula-
tor, and the pilot unions. The
root cause findings should be
incorporated into case studies
and training,” Martin added.

He emphasised the need for
SOPs “to ensure transparency
and clarity surrounding such
unfortunate and critical flight-
nhase crew deaths ™
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DGCA may review framework for
pilot fitness, other aspects

New Delhi: Aviation regulator DGCA s likely to review the
framewnrk in place for pilot fmess aspectsand response system
abairportsin case of medical ermergences, aoconding Lo a semior
official The planabo comesagainst the backdrop ol the deathol
an Air India Express pilot due to a medica! condition in the
national capital earlier this month soon after operating a fight
from ST, M
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Ajay Singh, Spicelet’s chairman and managing
director MINT

Spicejet to double
fleetinayear:CMD

omesticearrier SpicedeCs revival plan is
“eoing very well” and the airline ison

irack todoulle s cwment Peet over the
mext 12 months, chairman and managing
dhirector Ajay Singh said on Wednesday,

In Jamuary. Spicefet announced plansto
laring Dack imtooperations 10 ol is grounded
aircraft, including four Boeing By 37 Max, by
miiel- April, The aiclie bsd said it has added 10
planes toits fleet since October 2024—three
grovmicled srcralt that were brooght back into
service and seven inducted on lease.

Spicelet had faced multiple headwinds,
including financial woes and legal disputes with
lessors, In recent months, the carmer bis rapsed
funds and ison the revival path.

Ason 10 January, of the total G2 araraftin
Meet, Sphcedet had 28 alrcraltin operations,
commiprising 20 BY 37, six De Havilland Canada
DHC-8 Dash S and two Adrbus A320. Pl
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Welcome aboard! But first,
check in that cabin bag

Image: Al

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

very time you go to check in your bags

at the airport, you have to dutifully

declare that you are not carrying any

battery or power bank or any item

mentioned in the restricted list. One
can lie, but there are detectors that will find out
anyway. So, there’s no way you can carry them in
your checked-in baggage.

You can carry them, though, in your carry-
on hand luggage.

Now, it's quite possible that you reach the
aircraft’s door, and the airline tells you that they
are very sorry (even though they are looking
more harassed than sorry), that all the overhead
bins for stowing luggage are full, and maybe
your bag is a little bulky after all, so you will
need to check in your luggage. And by the way,
are you carrying any battery, power bank, blah

blah blah, in your hand baggage, ma’am?

If you are not carrying any of the restricted
items, the matter is settled. You say no and step
onto the flight with a clear conscience. Your bag
travels a very short distance, from the flight’s
door to the flight's belly. And you proceed to
your seat, to supposedly sit back (often in a seat
that you can’t recline without hitting the nose of
the passenger behind), relax and enjoy the flight
(very few do, but somehow all pilots have high
expectations of their passengers).

Now, just supposing you did have a power
bank or a battery or two, or any item that could
potentially cause chaos mid-flight, what would
you do? If you said yes, you might well have to
trek back to check in your luggage — a pros-

often ask fliers
to check in their hand
baggage right at the aircraft's
door as the overhead bins are
4 full. But people do carry batteries
and power banks in their hand bag-
gage, which then goes straight into
the cargo hold without checks.
These items, however, should
not be placed in the cargo
hold as they can

pect that would seem daunting to professional
marathoners. A simple no would save you a lot
of bother, and the airline too. The crew wants to
take off and pull off yvet another on-time land-
ing. And, come to think of it, power banks don't
necessarily explode. What's the probability?
Well, who knows? You can always ask ChatGPT
later. Maybe Chat knows.

DGCA Steps In

But the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) 1s anvthing but amused about this. It 1s
a dangerous practice, to put it mildly. An over-
heated battery or a power bank can catch fire
in the cargo hold and no one would notice — till
it is possibly too late. Whereas in the cabin, if
something starts smouldering, it would be im-
mediately spotted and the problem dealt with
right away. That's how a smartphone model got
banned on flights some years ago. Because of a
faulty lithium-ion battery, the phone would over-
heat and, in some cases, even explode. Now, im-
agine if this happened in the cargo hold.

For starters, DGCA held meetings with air-
lines and is trving to work out ways to curb this
safety risk. The regulatory body wants airlines to
keep an eye on passengers who exit the security-
check area. If anyone exits with either too many
bags or any luggage that looks bulky, the airline
staff can stop them right there and tell them to
check it in. And if indeed there’s a power bank in
the bag to be checked in, that can then be taken
out and transferred to the hand luggage.
Overflowing Overhead Bins
Airlines and aviation au-
thorities have gone blue
in the face telling pas-

sengers to please board
with only one handbag,
please. But who's lis-
tening? One handbag
has been interpreted
to mean one handbag
and one laptop bag. Some
have even interpreted this
to mean one handbag, one
laptop bag, and one purse.
And since airports have become
mini-malls with shops selling everything from
shirts to shoes to, well, bags, one can't rule out a
passenger making it to the flight door with four,
or perhaps more, bags.

Small wonder then that as boarding pro-
gresses in a full flight, often overhead bins fill
up before everyone is on board. Then the cabin
crew sends word that the passenger cabin has no
room for more carry-ons, and that is when vou
are stopped at the flight door and told to check in
your hand baggage.

“Taking bags at the flight door and sending
them for the regular check-in will mean delay-
ing flights. That's why airlines only ask passen-
gers and take their word for it. So the issue has
to be checked before the boarding gate stage and
tackled with a protocol that is being worked on.
The most workable way is to screen passengers

for handbags post-security check itself,” said an
alrline source.

Airlines

catch fire
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Gujarat govt to develop
vertiports for air taxi services

Times News NETWORK

Gandhinagar: The Gujarat
zovt embarked on an ambitio-
us project to establish verti-
ports across different cities to
facilitate airtaxiservices. The
initiative follows the guideli-
nes set by the Director Gene-
ral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
for promoting air taxi opera-
tions.

Thestate decided toforma
multi-department committee,
which will include represen-
tatives from civil aviation, re-
venue, urban development,
and transport departments, to
oversee the project implemen-
tation.

The vertiports will accom-
modate both vertical take-off
and landing (VTOL)and short
take-off and landing (STOL)
aircraft. These specialised fa-
cilities require specific in-

Representational pic

iy

frastructure due to their uni-
que operational requirements.
The committee will assess ex-
isting aviation facilities, inclu-
ding heliports, airports, run-
ways, and airstrips, for potenti-
al conversion into vertiports.
The govt plans toallow both
private operators and corpora-
te entities to utilise these facili-
ties. It will conduct detailed
technical and feasibility studi-
estoevaluate demand patterns
and optimise service utilisa-
tion. Special attention will be

given to ensure accessibility
for common citizens through
affordable pricing structures.
The govt furtherplans to incor-
porate these services into
emergency response systems
and other essential public ser-
vices, The committee formed
will study implementations of
VTOL and STOL operations in
other states and countries to
adopt the best practices. The
govt is also considering a dedi-
cated regulatory agency to
oversee these operations,

According to the state govt,
authorities will work closely
with various stakeholders to
ensure the smooth implemen-
tation of the project. This in-
cludes coordination with local
bodies, environmental agenci-
es, and aviation experts to add-
ressallaspects of infrastructu-
re development and operatio-
nal safety
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Indian carriers may gain from
China’s action against Boeing

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Indian carriers,
which are grappling with air-
craft acquisition, amid glo-
bal supply chain limitations,
may benefit from China’s in-
struction to its airlines to re-
frain from procuring Boeing
aireraft in response to US
President Donald Trump's
145% tariffs. Chinese carri-
ersare presently awaiting de-
livery of approximately 100
B737 MAX —the aircraft Air
India Express and Akasa are
queved for— and 11 B787 Dre-
amliners, which features in
Al'sorderbook.

“We anticipate some of
these aircraft, originally
destined for Chinese carri-
ers, will beredirected to Indi-
an customers. The previous
year or two witnessed a
similar occurrence, with
white tails (aircraft manu-
factured for specific custo-
mers butacguired by others)
beingallocated to Al Express
and Akasa,” said airline in-
dustry specialists,

China has told its airlines not
to procure Boeing aircraft in
response to US tariffs

Al Express acquired 25
white tail MAX last vear and
was scheduled to receive 25
additional aircraft. Follo-
wing the recent US-China ta-
riff dispute, the airline
might secureadditional whi-
te tails or purpose-built air-
craft. “The Seattle final as-
semhbly line capacity desig-
nated for Chinese carriers’
MAX production will now re-
main unutilised. Consequ-
ently, Indian carriers inclu-
ding Al Express and Akasa
might receive additional air-
craft, either specifically ma-
nufactured or white tails,”

industry sources said,

Regarding Airbus, it ma-
intains two final assembly li-
nes for the prominent single-
aisle A320 family China may
now request Airbus to incre-
ase aircraft availability for
its carriers.

Boeing's delayed aircraft
deliveries have significantly
impacted India’s newest car-
rler Akasa, as it currently
emplovs substantially more
pilots than its present or anti-
cipated nearterm reguire-
ments, causing dissatisfac-
tionamong idle cockpit crew
Both Tata group Al Express
and Akasa possess sufficient
financial capability to ac-
commodate additional air-
craft, if available at present.
These budget airlines incor-
porated white tails featuring
several rows of 2x2 business
seating arrangements front-
ward, as specified by the ori-
ginal customer, They accep-
ted available aireraft from
Boeing, whose MAX produc-
tion has been considerably
affected following successive
unfavourable developmenits.
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