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Ops at 4 key IAF-run airports to be curbed

Neha LM Tripathi
and Rahul Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Civil flight opera-
tions at four Indian Air Force
(LAF)-controlled airports — Jodh-
pur, Srinagar, Pune and
Adampur — are set to face tem-
porary shutdowns or operational
restrictions this year as authori-
ties undertake planned runway
maintenance and infrastructure
upgrades, officials said.

All four airports are joint-user
facilities where civil flights oper-
ate from air force bases. Runway
surfaces at such bases must
meet the operational reguire-
ments of fighter jets and other
military aircraft, making peri-
odic maintenance essential.

“Authorities have already
issued Notams (Notice to Air Mis-
sions) for some of the closures,
while airlines were informed
months in advance through the
government's slot coordination
process,” an official said.

Among the four airports, the
most immediate flight disrup-

AUTHORITIES PLAN
TO UNDERTAKE
RUNWAY UPKEEP,
MAINTENANCE

AT JODHPUR,
SRINAGAR, PUNE
AND ADAMPUR

tion is expected at Jodhpur,
where runway re-carpeting
work will be carried out in pha-
ses from the month-end. “The
first phase of work was initially
planned to begin from March 1
but is vet to commence. How-
ever, it will be ensured that its
third phase will wrap up by
May,” another official said.

As of March 1, Jodhpur sees
28 daily flight operations with
around 4,000 to 4,300 passenger
movements a day.

Under the plan, the runway
work in Jodhpur will be carried
out in three phases to minimise
disruption. In the first phase,
roughly one-third of the runway
will be closed, allowing aircraft

such as the Airbus A320 to con-

tinue operating, though larger
aircraft like the Airbus A321 may
not be able to use the shortened
runway. The second phase will

require a complete shutdown of

the runway when work moves to
the central section.

Jodhpur airport is proposed
to remain fully closed for civil
operations for about 30 days
between March 29 and April 29.
“Once this portion is completed,
work will move to the final section
of the runway, allowing partial
operations again,” the official said.

Airlines have been asked to
adjust schedules accordingly,
allowing options of travelling to
the nearest airports or providing a
full refund in case of flight cancel-
lations. One airline official told HT
that schedules had already been
adjusted. “Passengers booked to
Jodhpur were given the option to
either fly to the nearest airport or
change their travel date. They
were even provided a full refund
wherever needed,” this person
said, asking not to be identified.

The closures will still be dis-

ruptive. “Such long airport clo-
sures especially impact passengers
during the summer travel season
when domestic travel in India
peaks due to school vacations.”
another airline official said on con-
dition of anonymity.

“For airlines, it means tweaking
their summer travel schedules,
incurring some revenue loss and
adjusting aircraft schedules,
which may also impact other des-
tinations.”

“A slot committee meeting is
typically held about six months
before the maintenance period,
involving representatives from the
ministry of civil aviation, the [AF,
the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) and airlines operating at the
airport. During these meetings,
airlines are informed of the pro-
posed closure periods and advised
not to schedule new flights or open
bookings during those dates,” a
former bureaucrat said.

“Once the maintenance sched-
ule is finalised, Notams are issued
to formally notify airlines and
pilots of the operational restric-
tions.”
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Noida airport secks higher user
development fee ahead of launch

R
Our Bureau
Mumbai

The Noida International Air-
port {MIA) has proposed &
user development fee (UDF)
of T653-T1,200 for departin
domestic and internation
passengers for FY2Z7 in its
tariff submission filed with
the Airports Economic Regu-
lstory Authority (AERA).

HIGHER USER FEE

For amving passengers, a
UDF of T282-T520 has been
proposed for the first year
The UDF rates for both in-

coming and departing pas-
sengers will increase each
wear during the first control
period, FY 27-31.

Thus, a departing do-
mestic and  international
passenger could pay as much
a5 T921-11,736 inuser feesin
FY31 if the airport's pro-
posal gets accepted.

The N1A recerved its acro-
drome licence earlier this
maonth, and is set to begin
commercial operations after
formal inauguration.

Last Auogust, AERA ap-
proved an ad hoc UDF of
T490-T960 for departing pas-
sengers and T210-T420 for

amiving  passengers. These
rates will apply until the fi-
nalisation of the tariff order,
expected in the next few
months.

EIG CHALLENGES
In its tariff submizsion, the
MIA said that developing the
catchment within a doal-air-
setup poses signifcant
ﬂk‘nﬁ'fffgrl w
“Striking an optimal bal-
ance between the UDF and
landing/parking charges is
crucial  for  establishing
traffic flow and maximising
revenue potential,” the air-

port said,
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@® GIRISH NAIR, COO, BANGALORE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

We want Bengaluru to
be a global transfer hub’

Kempegowda International
Afrportis positioningitselfasa
larger transferhub as airlines
expand long-haul capacity and
global traffic patterns shift.
Bangalore International
Airport(BIAL) Chief
Operating Officer
Girish Nair speaks

with Anees Hussain
about the airport shub
strategy, the impact of the

West Asia crisis, cargo opportu-
nities and plans to develop the
airport asa destination.

Ercerpts:

Whatisthe strategy

tomake Bengaluru a stronger
transferhub?
Ourtargetistoreach around
20-22% transfer traffic in the
next few years. Domestic-to-
domestic, domestic-to-inter-
national and international-to-
domestic transfersare already
growingwell.Air Indiais
increasingly feeding traffic
intotheinternational network
and IndiGo nowhasabouta
250 shareof international
departures from Bengaluru.
Thenext focusis mternational-
to-international transfers. On
the Australia-Europe corridor,
about 38% ofone-stop traffic
currently moves through West
Asian hubs. Bengaluruisgeo-
graphicallywell positioned to

capture some of that.

What has been the impact

of the WestAsia crisis?
Roughly 30% ofinternational
passengertraffichas been
affected. Ouroverall traffic mix
isabout 80-82% domesticand
the rest international, but
international passengerscon-
tributedisproportionately to
revenue through duty-free,

'INANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TD LEAD

retail,loungesand aeronautical
charges. 5o, the revenueimpact

iscloser to 20-25%. Cargp has

remained relatively stable so
far.On the ground trans-

port side, taxi operators

LPG have not faced
issuesyet,but a pro-

ate challenges.

Whichnew international
routesareyou pursuing?
Korea isa key marketweare
actively discussing with air-
lines. InAfrica, Nairobi isano-
therstrong candidate. Ethio-
pianAirlines already operates
to Bengaluruwith a narrow-
body aircraft andanupgraded

OURTARGET IS
TO REACH AROUND
20-22% TRANSFER
TRAFFIC IN NEXT
COUPLE OF YEARS

fue, 17 March 2026
https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/7939116!

dependenton CNGand

longed crisis could cre-

product could strengthen that
route. Weare alsolookingat
opportunities in East Asia.
Demand from both business
traveland tourism s support-
ing these talks.

Howmuchheadroomisthere
forcargo growth?
Ourcargoinfrastructurehas
capacity of about 1 million
tonneand current utilisation is
around 50%, so there is signifi-
cant roomto grow. The com-
modity mix is alsoevolving.
Earlier,itwas largely perisha-
bles, but the region now hosts
over800 global capability cen-
tres. Electronics, semiconduc-
tors and pharmaceuticals are
becoming major drivers.

Howdo you position
Bengaluruagainst other
southern airports?

Southern Indiais structurally
different from the north Here,
Chennai isa large market,
Hyderabadis equally strong
and Kochi hasstrong traffic
flows to West Asia and partsof
EastAsia. That means strategy
hasto besharper. For manyair-
lines,we are either the second-
largest airport in their Indian
network orvery close toit. On
domestic traffic as well, during
October-November, we were
the second-busiest airportin
the country.

You have spoken about mak-
ing theairport a destination.
What doesthat entail?
Wehave started small initia-
tives such as movie screenings
at Terminal 2 and concerts at
Terminal 1. Plans include
anotherhotel and a larger
entertainment arena as part
of the airport city.
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Navi Mumbai
airport

The proposal to name the
Navi Mumbai International
Airport after late farmers’
leader D.B. Patil will soon be
placed before the Union
Cabinet, Bhiwandi MP Suresh
Mhatre said on Sunday. He
said Civil Aviatdon Minister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu
assured him the long-pend-
ing proposal would be taken
up soon.



Dubai airport rattled, flights
disrupted after drone strike

Agencies and HTC
letters@hindustantimes.com

DUBAI/NEW DELHI: A drone
struck a fuel tank at the Dubai
International Airport early on
Monday, halting operations at
the aviation hub, which gradu-
ally resumed flights later in the
day, before suspending landings
for all foreign carriers in the
evening, forcing jets to return or
land at other airports, in a day
of chaos that further upended
air mansit through West Asia
and highlighting the mayhem
that the conflict in the region
has caused.

No Indian flights were en
route to Dubai as of llpm,
according to data from flight-
tracking website FlightRadar24.
Dubai-Delhi and Dubai-Mum-
bai are India's busiest interna-
tional routes,

The conflict has choked air-
ways and waterways, with Iran
blocking traffic through the cru-
cial Strait of Hormuz, a major
transit for global oil and gas
supplies.

US President Donald Trump
called for a coalition of nations
to help reopen the strait and
said the NATO defence alliance
faced a “very bad” future if its
members failed to help.

However, the coalition’s
members pushed back against
the request and appeared to dis-

continued on 313
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Smoke rises from the Dubai International Airport after a drone struck a fuel tank in the aviation
hub early on Monday, forcinga temporary suspension of flights. AP

DUBAI AIRPORT

miss the scope of military inter-
vention to free up the choked
route,

With the Gull a global cross-
roads for commercial aviation,
the war has disrupted travel,
seni fuel chiarges and ticket pri-
ces surging, hit lows of goods
such as eritical medicines and
thrown holiday plans into dis-
ArTay.

Monday's incident, causing a
fuee| tank blaze but no injuries,
it the third atteck cn the Dobai
wirpart since Iran launched
assaults on Gulf nations on
February 28, with sirikes Teh-
tan says afm at the LLS. pres-
enee in the region.

& communication (o air-
lines on Manday, Dubai's Civil
Aviation Authority said, “Please

i be informed that landing per-
mission for aircraft operating
it DXBIWC airpart{s) in the
Emirate of Dubai is suspended
until further notice. The Con-
cermed Authorities [ the Emir
ate of Dubsi will update you
with regard o the remaoval of
suspensian of landing permis-
sion_..

"The situation continues to
remain dynamic. We have
restarted operations  with
teduced airspace capacity, this
now has a daily cap on move-
ments that can be [scilitated,”
the authority added.

IndiGo and Air India have
aperated & cluteh of ad-hoc
flights to Dubai since the con-
fict between the United States
i lrin escalated on February
28

The two airlines later con-
firmed in statements that they
‘were suspending operations to
Dubal International Airport,
the busiest in the world for
global traffic

Drrone and missile fire has
regularly kept aircraft circling
the busy airport, heavily affect-
tng Middle East tourism worth
about $367 hillion & vear.

In a statement on X posted by
0 the Dubai Media Office earlier
on Monday, the Dubai Givil Avi-
ation Avthority lagred a “grad-
vial resumption” of same Dights
tor selected destinations,

Reuters could nol immedi-
ately establish how many
scheditled commercial flights

AETERAGR F =

-

were due to depart from the
huh, which last year handled
over 1000 flights per day,

“Civil Defense teams have
confirmed that the fire in a fucd
tank in the vicinity of Dubai
International Airport has been
extinguished. Cooling opers-
tions are now underway,” the
media affice said in a separate
past.

Emirates airline said it
expected to partially resuime
operations at 0600 GMT after
the attack, which prompted
authorities to divert some
{lights to the smaller Al Mak-
toum fnternationsd airport.

A Heuters reporter on board
un Emirates plane from Home
to Dubai observed the disrup-
lion, is securily concerns
forced the aircraft to divert
abruptly when it came in o
land early on Monday, going
instead to the inland city of Al
Adn.

The pirtine told passengersit
Blanned to fly them back to

ubai as the airspace had
re-opened. At one paint it said
it would arrange a bus for the
130-km {81-mile] road trip back
ta the coastal Gy,

Om its website, Emirates suid
it had cancelled some flights
scheduled for Monday. Flight-
radar24 tracking showed some
[lights to Dubai turning back to
their departure airports. Sister
airline fydubai said it was
restarting flights.

Trump's eppeal, and threats,
to other countries o step in and
help open up the Strait of Hoi-
e cut little ice on Monday.
“We strongly encourage the
other nations to gel involved
with us and ger involved
guickly and with great enthiusi-
asm,” Trump said on Manday,
adding he believed Britain
would get involved ina Hormie
Imission.

However. UK Prime Minister
Keir Starmer said London was
working with sllies to craft a
“vinhle” plan to reopen the stra-
tegic waterway buit ruled ot a
NATO mission, while Beriin
insisted it “has been clear at all
times that this war is not @ mat-
ter for NATO™

“There was never a jolnt
decision on whether to inter-
vene That is why the question
of bow Germany might contrib-
ute mikitarily does not anse. We
will not do so,” German Chisn-
cellor Friedrich Merz,

Poland. Spain, Greece and
Swieden were among the other
European nations to distance
themselves from any military

involvement in the Strait of
Hormiz in the wake of Tromp's
call

Japan and Australis voiced
similar sentiments earbier Mon-
day, with Canbeérra saying it
would not be sending a navy
ship to Lhe Strait of Hormuze,

“Let me be clear: that won't
be, and it's never been envi-
stoned to be, @ NATO mission,”
Starmer said. while also stress-
ing Britain “will not be drawn
into the wider war.

“That'll have to be an alliance
of partiiers,” he added of any
Strait of Hormue mission.

A KATO official noted that
members “have already stepped
up to provide additions] seco-
ity in the Meditermanean®.

“We are aware that individ-
ual allies are talking with the
US drd others an what more
they might do, including in the
context of secarity in the Strait
of Hormuz," the official told

R

Following Trump's demand
for military support, some
European countries sought to
appear open-minded while
remaining fon-committal.

“We did not want this war.
From day one, we have called
for de-esealation,” Denmark's
Forelgn Minister Lars Lokke
Rasmussen told Danish media
in Brussels before an EU for-
g ministers’ meeting.

Trump also said that it was
unclear whether new Iranion
leader Awyatollah Maojtaba
Khamenei was still alive, given
teports e had been injured in
an mir strike.

“We don't know . il he's
dead or not. | will say that
nobody has seen him, which is
wrwstal,” he said during an
event at the White House.

Alter Iran's supreme lesder,
Al Khamene, was killed in the
imitial strikes of the war, Tehran
amnounced his son. Ayatollah
Muojtaba Khamenei, had been
named s his successor,

“A lot of people are saying
that he's badly disfigured.
They're saying that he lost his
leg . and he's been burt very
badly, Other people sre sayving
he's diead,” Trump said.

Chman has attemnpted ot
ple times to open & line of com-
murication between the United
States and lrian, but the White
House made it clear it is not

at this juncture, Hew-
ters reporied on Saturday.

“We don't know who their
leader is. We hinve people wanl-
ing to negotiate. We have no
idea who they are,” Trump said.
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Dubai airport copes
with a third attack

Aviation hub shut
for hours as drone
strike resultsin

huge fuel tank fire

Reuters
Dubai, March 16

DUBAI'S INTERNATIONAL
airportwas gradually resuming
flights on Monday aftera fuel
tank fire caused by a drone at-
tack forced atemporary closure
and flights to reroute, spotlight-
ing the challenge for airlines
grappling with the West Asia
crisis.

The US-Israeli war against
Iran, now in its third week, has
thrown global aviation into tur-
moil, with flights cancelled, re-
scheduled and rerouted, as
most Middle Eastairspace stays
shut over fears of missile and
drone attacks. With the Gulf a
global crossroads for commer-

cial aviation, the war has dis-
rupted travel, sent fuel charges
and ticket prices surging, hit
flows of goods such as critical
medicines and thrown holiday
plans into disarray.

Monday's incident, causing
a fuel tank blaze but no injuries,
is the third attack on the Dubai
airport since Iran launched as-
saultson Gulf nations on Febru-
ary 28, with strikes Tehran says
aimatthe US presence inthe re-
gion. While the UAE and other
Gulf countries host US military
facilities, Iran has used missiles
and drones to target civilian fa-
cilities such as airports,
hotels and ports.

Flights in the region are at
about half their usual level,
though their number has risen
from just after the start of the
war. Drone and missile fire has
regularly kept aircraft Bcirel-
ing Dubai's busy airport,
heavily affecting tourism worth
about $367 billion a year. Air
freight rates have also surged as
much as 70% on some routes.
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Delivery agent
held at airport
with hydroponic
weed of 8.5¢r

Lucknow: A delivery execut-
ive working for a reputed bra-
nd in Mumbai was detained at
Chaudhary Charan Singh In-
ternational Airport (CCSIA)
in Lucknow after immigra-
tion officers recovered hydro-
ponic weed worth around
Rs 8.5 crore from his luggage,
reports Arvind Chauhan,
The accused was later
handed over to the Customs
Air Intelligence Unit. Mohd
Imran Sorathiva, 48, arrived at
CCSIA on an Oman Air flight
Dfficers said he was intercept-
ed by a Bureauof Immigration
officer during routine profil-
ing for immigration clearance
after his travel pattern raised
suspicion. Officers said So-
rathiva travelled from Bang:
kok to Muscat before reaching
Lucknow, which did not match
his travel profile. His passport
recards also showed that he
had begun international trav-
el only in the last six months.
Sorathiva told officers he
worked as an auto-rickshaw
driver for around 12 vears and
began working as a delivery
executive in Mumbai recently:
Officers searched his lug-
gage and recovered about
8.5kg of hydroponic weed,
The narcotic substance
was packed in blue carbon pa-
per and black polythene, Offi-
cers said the careful packing
prevented the contents from
being clearly detected during
baggage x-ray screening.
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IndiGo takes the lead in pilot count,
Spicejet tops pilot-to-aircraft ratio

—
Yashaswani Chauhan
N Dl

DATA FOCLUS.

As pirlines seck temporary
relief from fight duty dme
limitation (FDTL) norms
mmid longer international
fiight durations, data on pilot
strength, pilot-to-aircratt re-
tio and passenger service in-
dicators point to widening
operational pressures across
the aviation sector.

According to & response 1o
on unstarned question in the
Lok Sabha, Indian
carriers, IndiGo s the
largest pilot base ar 5200,
with & pilot-to-aircraft ratio
of 7.6. Air India follows with
3,123 pilots and 8 ratio of 9.1

Air India s cmplo
1,820 (ratio Eﬁ?ﬁl:ﬁkﬂm}a
Air has 761 pilots witha ratio
of 9.33. Spicelet tes
with 375 pilots, but the
highest pilot-to-aircraft ratio
at 9.4. Alliance Air, with 115
pilots, has the lowest ratio at
b

EEY INDICATOR

The pilot-to-gircraft ratioisa
key tndicator of scheduling
flexibility: Higher ratios typ-
ically provide airlines greater
buffer to manage E':ru.p-
tions, Crew Test  require-
ments and roster  sdjust-
ments, Carriers  operating
with lower ratios may face
tighter operational margins
during unforescen  events
such as diversions or air-
space closures.

To supplement domestic
capacity, some mirlines have
hired foreign pilots. Air India
Express leads with 48 foreign
pilots, followed by IndiGo
with 29 and Alliance Air with
15.

Cancellation data show di-

ingr trends across carm-
mﬂnimp'm:diu cEn-
cellation mte from 0.78 per
cent in 2024 to (.43 per cent
in 2025,

Akmza Air also saw im-
provement, with cancells-
tions declining from (.31 per
cent to (.19 per cent,

In contrast, the Air India
group's  cancellstion e
rose from L62 per cent in
2024 t0 0.71 per cont i 2025,
Spicelet  recorded  the
highest cancellstion rates
AMONE MIjor carmiers, in-
creasing from 191 per cent
to 1.97 per cent

BAGGAGE COMPLAINTS
Passenger service indicators

Flight check

Ajrline-wise number of pilots
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Baggage complaints surge sharply in 2025
Damaged baggage ® Delayed baggage W Missing/stalen baggage

224!

02

202
(Hill Feb 28]

124

*DGCA was not maintaiming data tor Be catepery “delived hagoage* till 2ezd

Source Lk Sabha (GCA

Air India group's
cancellation rate
rose from 0.62°
in 2024 to 0.71%

in 2025, Spicefet
recorded

the highest
cancellation rates,
increasing from
1L.91% to 1973

show a sharp increase in bag-
gage-related laints 1o
2025, Dumaged baggage
cases rose from 224 in 2024
to 416 in 2025, Missing or
stolen  baggage incidents
maore than doubled from 185
to 433 during the same

iod. Data for delayed bag-
E;cwwn'c not maintained 4
separately until 2025, when
Tt cases were recorded. In
2026 (till February 28), 153
damaged begrage cases, 69
delayed bagrage complaints
and 173 missing or stolen

trendsin flight cancellations,
highlights the growing oper-
ational strain on airlines as
they expand and novigate ex-
ternal disruptions.

As camiers ndd aireraft
and seck temporary regulat-
ory flexdibility, ensuring ad-
cOuate crew and
r:uq::istmt xms'n-ctﬂlgd]sumﬂ.a:dl
will be critical o maintain-
ing passenger trust.
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‘Indian airlines
cancelled 4 335
flights due to war’

cE—
Press Trust of India
Pz Dietha

Union Civil Aviation Minis-
ter K Rammohan Naidu on
Monday informed the Rajya
Sabha that Indian airlines
had cancelled 4,335 flights
and foreign carriers 1,187
flight= sgl%:r in the wake of
the West Asia conflict.

Replying to a supplement-
ary query during (Question
Hour, the Minister asserted
that the safety of airline op-
cretions is the topmost
priority.

AIRSPACE CLOSURE
“Regarding the cancellations
r_hal: have happened because
of airspace closure in West
Asia_almost till now, in a cu-
mulative, Indien carmers
have cancelled up to 4335
flights, and foreign carriers
have cancelled up to 1,187
flight=,"” Naidu said.
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IndiGo to face pressure from
fuel price spike: Moody’s

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Dethi, 16 March

IndiGo airline will face near-term press-
ure on profitability from rising fuel prices
following the escalation of conflict in
West Asia, though it is likely to pass on
higher costs to passengers over time
because its ticket booking cycle is
relatively short, according to a report by
Moody's Ratings.

In a report dated March 13,
the ratings apency said that
IndiGo does not hedge fuel
prices and is, therefore, more
exposed to sudden spikes. How-
ever, iisshorter booking curve of
"about 30-45 days" will likely
allow the airline to pass through
higher costs to CUSIOMERS OVEr
the "medium-term”, it added.

Israel and the US carried out military
strikes on Iranon February 28, triggering a
fresh conflict inthe region, and dismipting
air travel across parts of West Asia. The
developments have led to higher oil and
jet fuel prices. and forced airlines to take
longer routes because of alrspaceclosures.

WEST ﬁSl:';-"L
CONFLICT

Moody's said the conflict will squeeze
airline profitability globally because fuel
—thesecond-largest cost for airlines after
labour — has risen sharply. "Higher jet
fuel prices globally will weigh on airline
profitability,” the report said, noting that
the spike comes afier several years in
which relatively moderate fuel pricessup-
ported airline earnings.

The agency noted that Brent crude
prices had surged to nearly
$100 per barrel after the con-
flict began, about
45 per cent higher than the
average price in 2025 At the
same time, the spot price of jet
fuel in the US Gulf Coast
region rose to morethan $3.50
per gallon, roughly 65 pet cent
highet than the 2025 average.

For IndiGo, the impact of the conflict
s mixed. While the aifine has exposureto
West Asia travel — the region contributes
about 18-20 per cent to its revenue — lis
dominant presence in India’s domestic
market provides a cushion, the ratings
agency said. The carrier holds around 64
per cent share of the domestic market,

and generates roughly three-guarters
of its revenue from domestic operations,
it added.

The airline has also attempted to
restart some European services using
alternative routes after airspace dis-
ruptions, though the effort has had only
partial success, It said.

Owver the medium term, IndiGo retaing
the flexibility to redeploy aircraft to
domestic routes or to destinations in
Southeast Asia If disruptions persist, the
report said.

Moody’s said IndiGo "will face near-
term pressure from increased fuel costs,
longer flight times on account of rerout-
ing, and ongoing exposure o foreign
exchange volatility from the depreciation
of the Indian rupee”.

Fuel costs are particularly sensitive
for airines becanse even small increases
in jet fuel prices can significantly raise
operating expenses,

Arcording to IndiGo's estimates clied
in the report, every 81 increase in jet fuel
pricesraises the airline’s fuelexpenses by
about ¥20-25 crore per month based on its
current consumption.
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Extended duty limits could threaten
flight safety: Pilots’ union to DGCA

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 16 Manch

A pilots’ union has written to
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) warning that
the emporary relaxation in
flight duty limits granted to Alr
India could compromise flight
safety by increasing fatigue
ricks for pilots operating long
international flights.

The Federation of Indian
Pilots(FIP) wrate the letter days
afterthe regulator allowed tem-
porary extensions in Flight
Duty Time Limitarions (FDTL)
for certain Air India interna-
tional flights that are taking
longer routes following the clo-
sure of Iranian and Iragi air-
space amid the ongoing West

Asiaconflict.

Inthe letter, the pilots” body
said that any relaxation of
fatipue limits must be
approached cautiously, par-
ticularly for flights operated by
a minimum crew of two pilots
without “augmentation”. Gen-
erally, long-duration pilots
have an augmented cockpit
composition of three pilots, so
that each one can take
adequate rest mid-air.

"Extending ‘“flight duty
period’ and ‘flight time’ limits
for minimum crew comple-
ment operations increases
exposure o fatigue-related per-
formance degradation,” the
union said, adding that
research cited in international
aviation puidance shows pilot

aleriness and cognitive per-
formance decline significantly
when duty durations approach
ot exceed 13 hours.

Flight duty period refers to
the total time a pilot remalns on
duty, including pre-flight prep-
aration, the flight itself and
post-flight procedures. Flight
time is the period from when
an aircraft beginsg moving for
take-off until it comes toastop
after landing.

The union said the fresh
relaxation granted by the
DGCA allows an additional 1
hour 30 minutes of flight time
and 1 hour 45 minutes of duty
period beyond the limits pre-
scribed under current regula-
tions, calling it "a very serious
dispensation granted by DGCA

without any scientific study™,

FIPaleo cantioned that risks
increase when extended duty
periods overlap the Window of
Circadian Low (WOCL}—the
time during the body's natural
sleep cycle (ypically between
about 2a.m. and 6am.}—when
alertness and petformance
decline.

"During such periods, flight
crew may still be required to
manage weather deviations,
fuel planning due to rerouting,
and precision approaches into
congested airspace,” It sald.

The pilots’ body further said
the variation appears 1o place
no clear limit on the number of
sectors of landings that may
oocurwirhin theextended duty
perod.
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Up, Up Airline
Capacity & Be Away

Refuel cheap in W Asia by flving there more

India’s ireeze on bilateral flying rights 1s coming under
stralnasairtares mounton internationalroutes. Theire-
eze caps the seat capacity on vital corridors like those to
the Gult-West Asia, as Indian airlines await aircratt deli-
veriesto bulkuptheirtleets. Surgingjettuel pricesdueto
the ongoing contlict in West Asia have added to the pres-
sureonairtares, whileairlinesin Indiaremain disadvan-
taged by high central and state taxes. Since jet fuel lies
outside GST's ambit, 1t will take a broader political con-
sensus for any etfective reduction 1n levies. Additional
alrportcapacity comingonstream offers anotherreason

toraise airline capacity on principal routes.
These arguments are not persuasive enough. India 1s

expected to drive the growth 1n international aviation
over the nexttwo decades, and 1t would be difficult to jus-
tify that growth occurring on overseas airlines. Indian

e __ carrilers have to work around fuel cost
o 1 Vil g% disadvantages to compete effectively

; g | "> 4> with airlines in the Gulf whose own-
"‘t}
.."“5

i e .

=+ % @rs also own oil wells. The way out is

o :ﬁ* fnr' Indian aircratt refuelling cheap in

B "4 West Asla, which requires them to tly

€ AN more to the region. Protection offered

by frozen capacity levels the field for

Indian airlines while their orders for jets are fulfilled.

New airport capacity in the country also benefits if Indi-

an carriers move sufficiently large numbers of passeng-
ers to be able to create domestic transit hubs.

Alrcratt delivery schedules are not the sole capacity

constraintconironting Indian aviation. The sector needs
to scale up 1n terms of manpower and maintenance as

well. Scaling up 1in ancillary segments ot the aviation
ecosystem benetfits ifrom quantitative protection to Indi-
an airlines through frozen bilaterals. Premature with-
drawal of capped capacity could expose Indian aviation
to Intensive price competition from entrenched players
who enjoy location and tuel cost advantages. These, how-
ever, do not add up to the power of originating tratiic. A
policy that has served Indian airlines well over the past
decade should not be reversed prematurely.

-.J
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UAE Prohibits Airlines
from Landing in Dubai

Drone strike at airport
fuel depot prompts

indefinite ban on landing

of flights, say sources

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Dubsii-—the biggest
destination for India’s imternstio-
nal traffic—Monday announced
an indefinite ban onairlines from
landing at the airport

The doecision by the civil avia-
tion authority of the UAE has de-
alt a hge blow to hopes of Indian
carriers to gradually augment
Dights tooneof their biggest mar
kets globally, currently impacted
by the continuing war in the Gulf,

The General Civil Aviation Aut-
harity (GCAA) in the UAK didn't
give any reason for the sudden de-
elsion, but sources sald that the
fuel depot at the alrport getting
damaged in a drone aitack on
Maoniday led to the decision.

The adrport had resuomed Nights
earlier in the dny before announ-
cing a temporary halt after a su-
spected [ranlan dirone hit a fusel
tank near the facility; trigeeringa
massivefire,

GCAA informed airlines that
no carriers will be allowed to
Ll at Dubal International Alr-
port or Al Maktoum Internatio-
nal Airport till furthernotice, ac-
cording to the communication, a

1 -

[P TRESFTF TR PRI TR
Pianes at Dubai alrport as smoke
rises after a grone hit a fuel tank
copy of which wasseenby ET.

Indilin in a statement said that
the airline has cancelled Nights
[roam the alrport.

Led by Dubai. the Middle East
penerates more than 30% of Tndi-
a's international traffic, accor
ding to airline group Internatic-
nal Air Transport Association.

While on March 3, UAE authori-
ties said they had opened safe air
corridors enabling airdines to
operate up to 48 fights per hour
as part of a gradual restoration
of aly traflie, forelgn alrlines we
e allowed (o opetale only one
Night per day.

Indian alrline alficials complab
ned that the sudden decision by
the UAE authorities severely dis-
torted the level playing field as
Emirates and Flvdubal—the {wo
airlines based out of Dubal—eon-
tinued o operate fighls to and
from Indiawithout any cap.

Last Priday GCAA sakid UAE's
national carriers have achieved a
44.5% recovery in operating le-
vels, in comparison to their capa-
city before the war
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Dubai airport
closed forall

foreignairlines
temporarily

YARUGHULLAH KHAN
Mew Delhi, March 14

AMID THE ESCALATING war
In West Asia, Dubal Interma
r'|.'.|n.'|l.-'l..|rpmt has announced a
tempomry dosure and sus
pf::;i'lnnfallfll.@rnprmrmnﬂ
for all foreign alrlines.

Pubai's General Cnal Avia
tion Authorty (GCAA) has tem
porarilysusgrended sll o ming
Aightsfromaroond thewordd o
thee coumtry, :i.l:i.n.g eu.'.ll.ﬂm[.;
regional security concems

The dedsion follows an
inadent where a fuel tank
lgnited near the airpornt as a
result of drone debrisfalling in
the area, although the Ge has
since been contained, Airport
authorities are mplomenting
this closure asa jrecautionary
measurs boensumn the safetyol
ﬂllFu_twnp-r:-.uu!p-rm:luwl

An advisory on Dubad Alr
ports’of ficial webeite asks pas-
sengers not i travel to the air
port unless they have been
directly contacted by their
respective atrlines with a con-
firmed departume datean dtime
With flight operatons tem-
porariy :.m.Fn-n.dﬂL schedules
may continue o change. Al
Ind e, ima statement saud thatit
will operate a total of 24 non
scheduled flights toand from
the United Armab Fmirates (UAE]
and Sawd Aralis on Tues ot
has shut down all scheduled
opeationstotls bwo count e

Continued on Page 7

Dubai airport closed for all foreign airlines

SIMILARLY, INDICEY [Na state
ment sald that "as perthe latest
update issued by Dobai Airport
authorities, landing permis
sions foratroraft operatingingo
DXE have been suspended unidl

further notioein view of the e

walling stuaten in the egion.”
More than 30 of indla's
intermational air traffic origi
nates from West Asia, accord
ing to the International Air
Transport Assockation (LATAL

Among these destinathons,

Uibaid holds particular sigmif
cance, Before the war, the
rourtes between Cinbai and fwo
major Indian cities, Mumbal
and Deln, |r:|rr|.-\|-nlr1:| i
no@ble 4.9% of all interna
thanal ll.lE:hIi |!FF|.:||:1:|'|5.|J_ from

India,

Flight opemtions to Dubai
wre affected after bwo Emi
rates flights mturned to Kochi
and Thirovananthapuramair
ports following security mn
corns, authorsiessald
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DGCA eases safety rules
for Alamid W Asia crisis

HT Correspondent

lettars@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The aviation regu-
lator has given Air India a tem-
porary relaxation from meeting
pilot duty norms owing to the
West Asia crisis, allowing the
carrier to operate some long-
haul flights with two pilots
despite extended flying times
forced by the choked airspaces
over the war-torn region.

The move comes after Air
India approached the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on March 12 and
sought relief from the Flight
Duty Time Limitations (FDTL),
citing operational constraints
triggered by airspace restric-

tions that have forced aircraft
to take longer routes. The relax-
ation was allowed on March 13.

Flights from India to North
America have had to take
lengthy diversions due to the
closure of Iragi and Iranian air-
spaces. The situation has been
worsened by the continued clo-
sure of Pakistani airspace for
Indian-registered aircraft since
last year.

Under the existing FDTL
rules, the maximum flying time
permitted for a two-pilot crew
is 10 hours, while the maximum
Flight Duty Period (FDP) is
capped at 13 hours. FDP is a
pilot's overall duty time, from
reporting for a flight until post-
flight duties are completed.»p2
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DGCA relaxes safety rules for
Air India amid West Asia crisis

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

MNEW DELHI: The aviation regula-
tor has allowed Air India a tem-
porary relaxation from meeting
pilot duty norms owing to the
West Asia crisis, allowing the
carrier to operate some long-
haul flights with two pilots
despite longer flying times forced
by the choked airspaces over the
war-torn region.

The move comes after Air
India approached the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)

on March 12 and sought relief

from the Flight Duty Time Limi-
tations (FDTL), citing opera-
tional constraints triggered by
airspace restrictions that have
forced aircraft to take longer
routes. The relaxation was
allowed on March 13.

Flights from India to North
America, including services to
Toronto, have had to take
lengthy diversions due to the clo-
sure of Iraqi and Iranian airspa-
ces. The situation has been wor-
sened by the continued closure
of Pakistani airspace for Indian-
registered aircraft since last year.

Under the existing FDTL rules,
the maximum flying time per-

mitted for a two-pilot crew is 10
hours, while the maximum
Flight Duty Period (FDP) is
capped at 13 hours. FDP is a
pilot’s overall duty time, from
reporting for a flight until post-
flight duties are completed.

Airline officials said the per-
mission gives Air India space to
allow itself to rework its roster-
ing and mitigate disruptions
caused by the restrictions.

The Air India group on Satur-
day said it would operate 72
scheduled and non-scheduled
flights to and from West Asia on
Sunday. However, it said it had to
curtail its ad-hoc flights follow-
ing “instructions from UAE air-
port authorities,” the airline said
on Sunday. “The unavailability of
Iranian and Iraqi airspace has
resulted in mandatory rerouting
of certain long-haul flights
through alternate corridors,
increasing sector flight times,”
one of the officials said.

“This will allow adequate rest
to crew operating in Europe, UK
and North American flights,” the
official added.

As part of the temporary
relaxation, the regulator has per-
mitted an extension of the flight
time by L5 hours, allowing a

maximum flying time of 11.5
hours for two-pilot operations.

The permissible Flight Duty
Period has also been extended by
an hour and 45 minutes, allow-
ing a maximum FDP of 14 hours
and 45 minutes for the affected
flights, another official said.

“The exemption will remain in
etfect until April 30 and will
apply only to specific sectors, the
circular said. Flight-specific
details will be communicated
through individual fleet-specific
company NOTAMs, which will
also serve as crew briefings,” he
added. He said that the airline
has also assured mitigation
measures during the exemption
period, including continuous
monitoring with the regulator,
mandatory crew briefings and an
additional rest period of four
hours for crew members over
and above the minimum rest
prescribed under applicable civil
aviation requirements.

Officials earlier said Air India
had sought the relaxation due to
increased block times on several
long-haul routes as aircraft were
forced to take longer diversion-
ary routings following the clo-
sure of key West Asian air corri-
dors.
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MIN: 4335 FLIGHTS
CANCELLED DUE
TO W ASIA WAR

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A total of 4,335
Indian flights were cancelled due
to the ongoing conflict in West
Asia, Union civil aviation minis-
ter Ram Mohan Naidu said in
the Lok Sabha on Monday.

In a response to a question by
CPIMP Sandosh Kumar P, who
sought the number of operations
cancelled after February 28,
Naidu said, “Regarding the can-
cellations that have happened
because of airspace closure in
West Asia, Indian carriers have
cancelled up to 4,335 flights and
foreign carriers have cancelled
up to 1,187 flights so far.”

“During this crisis the safety
of the operations is the topmost
priority,” he said, added that
there was no reason for the air-
lines to operate when an air-
space itself is closed.
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US-IRANWAR THROWS
AIRLINES OFF COURSE

BY MANJUL PAUL

The contlict i West Asia miensfes pressure on India's largely loss-making airlines, as soaring fuel costs and
disrupted Gulf routes threaten critical revenue

Over 50% of India's international Five out of top seven destinations for Indian
passengers fly to and from the Gulf region  airlines are in conflict-hit West Asia
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Govt: Indian airlines
cancelled 4,335 tlights

.' due to West Asia crisis

|
i

‘Foreign carriers cancelled 1,187 flights’

REPHESENTATIVE PIC

|NS|GHT during Gluestion Haur
in the Rojya Sabha, the
% The escalating conflict minister asserted that

m:;lne :1& U?: the safety of airline

kerael and lran has

operations is the topmast

significantly disrupted priority

Hight operniiors. due 1o # The minister said there

airspoce casures in the & P

West Asla reglon okt i

- operate In this area

» Replying to a when the airspace itsalf

supplementary query it closed

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Union Civil
Aviation minister K Bam-
mohan Naidu on Monday
|nJ':I.||m'Lﬂj the Rajya Sabha that
Indiun airlines have cancelled
4,335 (lights and foreign car-
riers 1,187 flights so far in the
wiake of the West Asia conflict.

The escalating conflict
involving the US, Israel and
Iran has significantly dis-
rupled flight operations due to
airspace closures in the West
Asia region

Replying 10 a supplemen-
tary qu during Question
H:?u.r‘.-!lh:ﬁ::misiﬂ Ess::rl.ﬂl that
the safety of airline operations
is the lopmost priodty.

“Regarding the cancel-
lations that have happened
because of airspace closure
in West Asia, almost tll now,
in a cumulative, Indian carn-
ers have cancelled up to 4,335
lights, and foreign carriers
have cancelled up to 1,187
illghl:.." Naidu said.

Stating that the safety of

the operations is the topmost
priority during this crisis, the
minister said there is no rea-
son for us to operate in this
area when the airspace ftseli
is closed. .

MWaidu said the aviation
ministry and the DGCA
(Directorate General of Civil
Aviation) are in constant com-
munication with the regulators
in those specific countries.

“Whenever there was a slot
available for us to operate, we
have operated. And I can tell
you that almost 2,19,780 peaple
have travelled during this crisis
time also.” the minister said.

Naidu said his department
and the DGCA have ensured
safe operations in collabora-
tion with the authorities there.

“And right now, there are
still some airspace which s still
du&:::!. and we are trying to do
our best to facilitate for them.
But first and foremaost, the air-
space has 1o be open. It has to
be safe to travel. Only then we
can have the regular travel take
place,” the minister said.
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IndiGo ties up with AAHL to offer BluChips on duty-free shopping

The partnership reflects a broader effort by both the companies to strengthen digital travel ecosvstems

AHMEDABAD: IndiCio and
Adani Airport Holdings Lim-
ited (AAHL) have announced
a strategic partnership enabling
InditGGio BluChip members
to earn on duty-free shop-
ping across AAHL-managed

Orts.

mUnd.cr the partner-
, members can earn five

ll._n BluChips for every Rs
1040 t on duty-free prod-
uu:tssppr‘:buukfd r.'hmugFI: the
Adani platform. Travellers can
browse, reserve and pay for
products onling before depar-
ture and collect their purchases
conveniently at the airport.

Meetan Chopra, Chief Dig-

ital and Information Officer,
IndiCGo, said: "At IndiGGo, we
are continuously striving to
enhance the value propasition
of our lovalty am. This
kan.m'sl'iip with Adani Duty
Free strengthens onr commit-
ment to offerin

meaningtl
rewards beyond tlights, nug:é

CLOSER LOOK

hvaeIersnmbmwse;rﬂﬂrm&puyfu pml:l.ﬂscnﬁne
before departure & collect their purchases of the girport

» Customers con log in through o dedicated portal,
link: their IndiGeo BluThip membership ID and receive
their eamings within 24=48 hours

every step of the journey mare
beneficial for our cestomers.
By combining IndiGos exten-
sive netwark with Adanis pre-
mium duty-free experience, we
are delighted to bring greater
convenience, choice, and valoe
to millions of travelers across
India”

Suchit Bansal, Chief Execu-
tive Officer {CEQ) - Non-Aero,
AAHL, said: “We are trans-
forming how travellers’ shop
at airports by int ing digi-
tal dl'l-‘_;P:’m'\cr!.r', prc‘frzf:: Eun'ﬂ-
nience and seamless collection
through the Adani platform.
Onr partnership with IndiGo

brings together Indiak largest
girline and the country’s larg-
est private airport operator
to deliver a more connected
and rm-\rnrding travel retail

experience”
Customers can

through a dedicated J:nL

their Indlt.n BlueChip mem-

bership ID and receive their
earnings within 24—48 hours
of completing their purchase
basis their spends.

The initiative aims to deliver
a smoother travel expericnce
by combining digital conve-
nience, lovalty benefits and air-
port retail: elevating the travel

EXperience.

Duty-free stores under
the programme are currently
available at airports in Mum-
bai, Ahmedabad, Thiruvana-
nthapuram, Jaipur, Mangaluru
and Lucknow, with expansion

ned at Lokapriva Gopi-
E{:IE Bardoloi Inl:lt:'r}naii.gﬁﬂ
Airport (LGBLA) in Guwahati
and the newly operational Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(WMIA).

The nership reflects
a broader effort by baoth the
companies to strengthen digi-
tal travel ecosystems, offering

ssengers a more integrated
jlfu.rne:?:.cmss hmkjngf:uavd
and airport services. NPOST
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Midair glitch: Delhi bound Air India
flight reaches Ireland with 300 fliers

EXPRESS NEWS SERYICE @ New Delhi

AN Air India flight carrving
nearly 300 passengers from
New York to Delhi was forced to
make an emergency diversion
to Shannon, Ireland, early Mon-
day morning following a mid-
air technical glitch. Despite the
disruption, the Alrbus A350-800
landed safely, and all passen-
gers and crew are reported to
be unharmed.

The wide-body aircraft de-
parted JFK Alrport on Sunday
at .39 PM which is roughly 1.45
hours behind schedule. Ap-
proximately six hours into the
trans-Atlantic journey, the
cockpit crew detected a techni-
cal issue, prompting an imme-
diate request for a diversion to
the nearest available airfield.
The flight touched down at
Shannon Alrport at 4.30am
loecal time.

Alr India characterised the
incident as a *precautionary

landing”, emphasising that the
decision was rooted in an “un-
compromising commitment to
safety”. An airline spokesper-
son confirmed that the aircraft
is now undergoing rigorous
technical inspections under
standard safety protocols.

“We regret the inconvenience
and disruption caused to our
guests.” the airline stated in the
official statement, adding that
they are coordinating with the
Shannon Alrport authorities
and local agencies to provide

ground support, accommoda-
tion, and alternative travel
arrangements for all the strand-
ed passengers.

The diversion adds to a string
of recent technical hurdles for
the carrier, though officials re-
iterated that such manoeuvres
are standard procedure when
onboard sensors flag potential
irregularities.

The airline has not yvet speci-
fied the exact nature of the
glitch or when the A350 is ex-
pected to return to service.
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DGCA gives flight duty time relaxatlons to Air India amid conflict

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

Aviation safety watchdog
DGCA has provided tempo-
rary relaxations in flight duty
norms for Air India's long-
haul flights as the airline is

taking longer routes due to
the airspace curbs amid the
Middle East conflict, sources
said on Sunday. With lranian
and Iraqi airspace restric-
tions, Air India is taking the
Egypt route for European
and North American flights,

which means longer flying
hours. Against this back-
drop, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has given certain
relaxations in pilot Flight
Duty Time Limitations (FDTL)
norms till April 30, the

sources told PTL

There were no comments
from Air India and DGCA on
the FOTL norm relaxations.
Providing the relaxations for
the long-haul flights operat-
ed with two pilots, the
sources said.
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IndiGoinks Adani Airports pact for BluChipshoppers

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE Gopinath Bordoloi  strengthensour commitment

Mrumbai, 16 March

IndiGo has announced a
partnership with Adani
Group’s Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd (AAHL) to
allow its loyalty programme
members to earn IndiGo
BluChips on duty-free
purchases at select airports
in [ndlia aimed tomake airport
shopping more convenient
for travellers while offering
rewards for their spending.

"The partnership will
integrate IndiGo BluChip
with the Adani platform,
enabling travellers to pre-order
duty-free productsand collect
them at the airport,” both
the companies announced
here on Monday, in a joint
statement.

IndiGo has announced
that its IndiGo BluChip

members can now earn
rewsards on duty-free shopping
at select airports managed
by AAHL. IndiGo customers
can log in through adedicated
portal, link theirmembership
ID and receive their earnings
within 24 to 48 hours based
on their spending.
Currently, participating
duty-freestores are at Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Thiruvan-
anthapuram, Jaipur,
Mangaluru and Lucknow
airports. The program will
soon expand to Lokapriya

fue. 17 March 2026
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79386173

International Airport in
Guwahati and the new Navi
Mumbai Intemational Airport,
the statement informed.
Under the partnership,
IndiGo BluChip members
will earn five BluChips for
every Rs100 spent ondutyfree
products booked through
the Adani platform. IndiGo
BluChip is IndiGo's loyalty
programme which rewards
frequent flyers. Under this
programme, members earn
BluChips on every flight
based on their spending.
Commenting on the
development, IndiGo Chief
Digital and Information
Officer Neetan Chopra: "At
IndiGo, we are continuously
striving to enhance the value
proposition of our loyalty
program. This partnership
with Adani Duty Free

to offering meaningful rewards
beyond flights, making every
step of the journey more
beneficial for our customers.
By combining IndiGo’s
extensive network with
Adanfs premium duty-free
experience, we are delighted
to bring greater convenience,
choice, and value to millions
of travellers across India”.
AAHLCEO Suchit Bansal
said: "We are transforming
how travellers shop at airports
by integrating digital discovery,
pre-order convenience and
seamless collection through
the Adani platform. Our
partnership with IndiGo
bringstogether India’s largest
airline and the country’s
largest private airport operator
to deliver a more connected
and rewarding travel retail

experience”,
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Passenger footfall to triple at Noida in

5 years; domestic flyers to be mainstay
2 CRORE PASSENGERS LIKELY BY 2031

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The upcoming
Noida International Alrport
expects to see o rapid increase
in footfall, the growth fuelled
largely by domestic flights
and an aviation fuel price ad-
vantage with which it expects
to draw more airlines. Pas-
senger numbers are expected
to triple in five years — from
67.4lakh in FY 27 toover 2 cro-
reinFY 31, according to Noida
International Airport's (NIA)
tariff papers submitted with
Airports Economic Regulato.
ry Authority (AERA), If the
airport touches this number,
the second phase of develop-
ment could get triggered wit-
hin two yearsof the launch.
Apart from availability of
slots, unlike the absolute
crunch at NCR's big brother
IGI Airport, UPwill charge1®
VAT on aviation turbine fuel
as opposed to 25% by Delhi for
IGLA, a factor weighing heavi-
ly with airlines. IndiGo, Aka-
sa and Air India will be the
launch customers at NIA. The
upcoming Subha Airways
will also have its baseat N1A.
Expected to be inaugurated
later this month, NIA is loo-
kingat starting operations this
summer and AERA estimates

Passengers | FY21 | FY28 | FY29 | FY30 | FY31
Domestic | 66 lakh | 9850kh | 14 crore | 17crore | 19 crore
International 1.4 Lakdy 4.1 lakh &1 lakh 74 lakh | B2 lakh

| (Source: AERA. AH figures munmu offy

]

Total H‘AIﬂJ 1crore | LS crore I..Im| 2 crore

lmm

international operations from
Ang-Sept. If these timelines
are not further delayed, the
authority projects NIA —
which begins operations with
acapacity of 12 crore passeng-
ers annually — will see 66 lakh
domestic and 1.4 lakh interna-
tional passengers in FY 2027
(the latter accounting for2% of
the total 67.4 lakh footfall) Total
passenger footfall is expected
to rise almost threefold to over
2 crore in FY 31, with 1.9 crore
domestic flyers.

“NIAs passenger traffic in
the initial vears will be driven
by its catchment area... under
120-minute free flow travel ti-

me include the entire Delhi,
Ghaziabad, Gautam Budh Na-
gar and parts of Meerut, Soni-
pat, Jhajjar, Rewari. Traffic is
expected to expand rapidly in
the initial vears due to pent-up
demand from these catchment
areas and availability of pre-
mium slots. However;, being a
greenfield airport, traffic isex-
pected to take two to three ye.
arstostabilise. Airlines are ex-
pected to start new services to
untapped markets and increa-
se frequency 1o Tier-1 markets
for which they would be avai-
ling NIA facilities for opera-
tions,"” said a source with the
airport operator. NIA's pas-

senger growth projections are
in contrast to existing air-
ports, where passenger num-
bers tend to remain stagnant
due to operational maturity

AERA had in Aug issued
anad hoe tariff with user de-
velopment fee ranging from
Rs 210 to Rs 980 as it was then
expected the airport will be-
come operational In 2025,
That didn’t happen. Now, the
process for regular tariff de-
termination has kicked ofl.
The operator is yvet to submit
its proposed tariff card based
an which the regular aero-
nautical charges and user de-
velopment fee will be deci-
ded. AERA has proposed
an aggregate revenue requi-
rement (ARR) of Rs 6,855
crore against an ARR of Rs
8,702 crorve submitted by Ya-
muna International Airport
Private Limited, the air-
port’s operator.

“Determination of aero-
nautical charges and UDF re-
quires a delicate balance bet-
ween cost recoveryand its po-
tential impact on air trafTic
demand. This balance is cru-
clal for financial viability of
the airport while also ensu-
ring the tariffs remain com-
petitive to attract and retain
alrlines and passengers,” ac-
cordingto AERA.



AIRF&JHFESALJiHCMQ?T (JFENLHﬂs

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA DELHT 17 MARCH 2026

Al diverts NY-Del flight
to Ireland airport after
vibrations, sounds in belly

New Delhi: Row 32 and 33 passengers snoozing
on board Air India’s new Airbus A350 winging
its way from New York to Delhi were rudely
awaken by floor vibrations and sound from
below their feet, reports Saurabh Sinha.

They alerted crew members. Flying near
the coast of Ireland at that time, the pilots de-
cided to divert to Shannon, and the aircraft
(VT-JRF) operating as A1102 with 300 people on
board landed safely there.

In all such intercontinental diversions, the
main issue is of visas in terms of getting pas-
sengers out of the airport for being taken to ho-
tels. Airline sources say Al arranged for the
same and everyone on this flight has been sent
to hotels. Alternative arrangements for their
return are being made as the aircraft is under-
going checks as suggested by Airbus.

“It may be a case of cargo not being secured
properly by ground handler at JFK or a panel
coming loose. As of now nothing can be said as
the aircraft is being checked,” said sources.
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Emirates flight
from Chennai
turns back after
drone hits Dubai

Chennai: An Emirates flight
bound for Dubai from Chennai
with 206 passengers on board
was forced tomake a U-turn ov-
er the Arabian Sea in the early
hours of Monday, reports Ven-
kadesan 8. The decision was
taken after authorities alerted
the pilot about a fire at Dubai
airport ftriggered by drone
strikes near a fuel tank facility

The flight (EK543) took off
from Chennai at 4am, but the
pilot received an alert not to
proceed further when the flight
was flying at 34,000-ft over the
Arabian Sea. Immediately, the
flight returned to Chennai and
landed safely at 6.45am. It was
declared cancelled. Passengers
were deboarded and instructed
toreschedule their journey.

Harini from the city, who
was hoping to reach London
via Dubai, said she would not
beahle toreport towork in Lon-
don due to the cancellation of
theflight. Syed Hasan, another
passenger; said he could not
visit his wife in Dubai, and his
flights were cancelled three
times in past one week. Usha, a
senior citizen passenger, said
the flight crew did not detail
the reason for the return.
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Ahmedabad-Dubai flight
also turns around

An Ahmedabad-Dubai flight
(EK539), carrying over 250
passengers, was also forced to
return shortly after take-off
early Monday as operations at
Dubaiairport were briefly dis-
rupted. In a separate incident,
an Emirates flight (EK649)
from Colombo to Dubai was
diverted to Ahmedabad, land-
ing at 11.36am with nearly
300 passengers on board.
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Pilots body urges DGCA toremove Air India duty hrrelaxations

SHEKHAR SINGH
THINUERE NEW S S ENVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 16
After the avaation regulator prant-
ed temporary relaations in Flight
Dty Time Linmitations (FDTL) for
Air India dueto longer flight routes
triggered by airspace restrictions
due to the TUS-Tran confhcet, the Fed-
emtion of Indian Pilots (FIP) has
written to the Directarate General
of Gvil Avistion (DGCA) seedng
withdrawal of the dispensation,
warning that the move could
hed ghten pilot Eitipoe and compm-
mise flight safety:

In a letter dated March 15, the

pilots’ body rased “serious con-
cem” over information that tem-
porary variaiions to the prescribed
FDTL had been permitted to
address operational disniptions
caused by recent airspace restric-
tions and the rerouting of certain
intemational flights,

“While the Federation appreci-
ates the operational challenges
caused by geopolitical develop-
mentsand airspace dosures, any
relaxation of fatipue manape-
ment limits must be approached
with caution, particularly for
two-pilot  operations  without
rew augmentation as it is detri-

mental to flipht safety,” the letter
by FIP president CS Randhawa
said.

The Federation pointed out that
the repulator has allowed an esxden-
sion of flight time by 1 hour and 30
minutes and an increase in the
Flight DutyPerod by 1hourand 45
mintites for two-plot operations,

According to the pilots’ body,
the dispensation has been grant-
ed “without any seientific study”.

It noted that the current Civil
Aviation Bequirement { CAR) prw-
erning FOTL was framed after
scientificevaluationand basedon
the report of Dr Naseem Zaidi.

“Extending Fhight Duty Period
and Flight Time limits for mini-
mum crew complement opera-
tions increases the exposure to
fati pue-related performance
degradation,” the letter said, cit-
ing research referenced in Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organisa-
tion (ICAO) fatipue management
guidance which indicates that
pilot alertness and copnitive per-
formance decline significanthy
when duty durations approach or
exceed 13 hours,

The piots’ body also wamed
that risks increase further when
duties overdap the “Window of Cir-

cadian Low”, a penod when
hiuman  aleness  naturally
dedines, During such phases,
pilots may still have to manage
weather deviations, fuel planning
due to remuting and precision
approaches into congested air-
space, it said.

TheFederation also flagged that
the current variation appears to
place no clearlimit on the number
of sectors or landings within the
extended duty period.

“This may lead to scenarios
where pilots perform two land-
mngs toward the end of an already
prolonged duty period,” i said,
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