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DELAY OF ABOUT TWO MONTHS

Adani;: Navi Mumbai Intl

Airport to Open in June

Jewar airport running six months behind schedule

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: The latest timeli-
ne marks a delay of about
two months for the opening
of Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport. In Decem-
ber, the Adani Group-
—which is building the air-
port—had announced an
April17 inauguration, with
domestic and internatio-
nal operations starting in
May and June respectively;

Meanwhile, the Noida In-
ternational Airport in Je-
war, Uttar Pradesh, is also
delayed, running six months
behind schedule. Zurich
Airport International, tas-
ked with building and opera-
ting the airport, now expects
to inaugurate the facility in
the June quarter.

These two airports would
be among the two largest
greenfield airports to open
in recent years in India.

*Visited the Navi Mumbai
International Airport site
today-a world-classairport
taking shape. Set for inau-
guration this June, it will
redefine connectivity and
growth,” Adani posted on
X, sharing visuals from his
visittotheairport.

A commercial aircraft

o

Adani Group chairperson Gautam Adani with wife Priti and
son Jeet inspecting the Navi Mumbai International Airport

site on Sunday. - IANS

had conducted a test lan-
ding at the Navi Mumbai
airportlast December.

At the time, Arun Bansal,
chief executive officer of
AAHL, a subsidiary of Ada-
ni Enterprises, the flagship
company of the Adani Gro-
up, said, “Afterthe inaugura-
tion on April 17, we need ro-
ughly about four weeks for
security sweep and other re-
quirements of the airport
procedures, which is why we
are looking at the second
half of May 2025 for domes-
tic operations.”

The airport’s construc-
tion spans four phases,
with an estimated cost of
718,000 erore. It will be Indi-

a's first airport with multi-
modal connectivity, lin-
king toroads, rail, and met-
ro, with plans for a future
waterway connection. Na-
vi Mumbai International
Airport Ltd (NMIAL) is jo-
intly owned by Adani Air-
port Holdings Limited and
the Airports Authority of
India (AAI).

People familiar with the
matter said the airport is
likely to take a few months
for starting commercial
operations as the operator
is working on connectivity
leading up to the airport.
The company did not im-
mediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.
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Regional hubs being mulled to boost air traffic growth

—
Rohit Vaid
Hew Delhi

India is contemplating a plan
under the ambitious ‘Hub
Strategy’ to ensure seamless
movement of domestic air
travellers onto long-haul in-
ternational flights.

“The idea behind regional
hubs is to reduce layover
times, improve connectivity,
and allow for a smoother
transit experience between
domestic and international
flights and vice wversa,”
sources told businessline.

“Not all airports can be-

come major hubs. However,
apart from  providing
primary connectivity, they
can also be used for immig-
ration procedures and secur-
ity clearance before passen-
gers reach major hubs,” said
sources.

Besides, sources said,
some regional hubs will also
have the added advantage of
providing direct connectiv-
ity with a particular interna-
tional region.

“A regional hub in Uttar
Pradesh or Kerala will be
able to provide seamless
connectivity between a tier
IT airport and the Middle

The idea behind
regional hubs is
to reduce lavover
times, improve
connectivity, and
allow for a
smoother transit
experience
Eastregion,” sources said.
HUB AIRPORTS

The hub requires well-syn-
chronised flight connectivity

to regional airports besides
metro, road, and highway

connections. The principles
of hub-and-spoke model ap-
plies to both major and re-
gional airports, however, the
latter mostly facilitates
flights to and from smaller
cities with limited passenger
traffic.

Accordingly, these pas-
sengers coming in from vari-
ous smaller cities are
batched rogether and then
transferred in a synchron-
ised manner to major hubs
like Delhi to take interna-
tional flights.

Notably, the Centre has
established a platform under
which industry participants

and various ministries are
engaged to make a strategy
to develop hub airports in
the country.

At present, there are no
international hub airportsin
the country. This hasledtoa
substantial volume of pas-
senger traffic from India to
transit via the Middle East
and South-east Asia to reach
far-off destinations. Fur-
thermore, sources cited that
the development of regional
hubs will mitigate the need
for multiple security screen-
ings and immigration form-
alities at transit points.

“We are working on sim-

plified regulations in con-
sultation with the industry
to ensure a hassle-free travel
experience,” sources said.

“Proposed measures in-
clude faster security checks,
improved baggage handling,
and better inter-terminal
connectivity.”

“Airlines and airport au-
thorities are also coordinat-
ing to introduce a seamless
passenger movement frame-
work that aligns with global
standards.”

The aim, sources said, is to
make India-based airports as
competitive as Dubai and
Singapore.
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Navi Mumbai
airport to open
in June: Adani

—
Ouwr Bureau
Mumbai

Wavi Mumbai airport is sct
for inauguration in
June, nearly two months be-
hind schedule. The airport
anpoainced the Tune opening
after an inspection by
Gautam Adani, Chairman of
Adani group, on Sunday.

Earher, the opening was
set for April 18, but it has
been pushed back as work on
terminal building is pending.
Passenger aperations could
begin from July after a secur-
ity sweep of facilities.

CHECK-IN TESTED

The Navi Mumbai airport is
being developed by the Adani
group with a capacity to
handle 20 million passengers
and 08 milllon tennes of
cargo in the first phase,
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Competition next door, Delhi airport planning salary hike, bonus for staff

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 16 March

Delhi International Airport Limited
(DIAL), which runs India’s busiest air-
port, is planning salary hikes and
bonuses to retain its workforce as it
braces for fierce competition from Noida
airport’s operator, Yamuna International
Airport Private Limited (YIAPL). DIAL
admitted that these pay raises will have
a “considerable” impact on its total man-
power costs.

GMR Group-led DIAL has urged the
Airports Economic Regulatory Authority
(AERA) to approve higher aeronautical
tariffs from airlines and passengers, citing
financial pressures from the Noida air-
port, which is coming up about 70 km
away. Beyond rising employee costs, it
expects a surge in advertising expenses
and a potential squeeze on cargo and air
traffic revenues as competition hots up.

YIAPL, a subsidiary of Zurich Airport
International, is currently constructing
Noida Airport in Jewar, Uttar Pradesh.

The airport was initially scheduled
to begin commercial flight operations
in September last year. However, its
deadline has been postponed twice. It
is now expected to start operations later
this year.

In its recent proposal to AERA, DIAL
stated that it expects manpower costs to
rise by about 12 per cent — 4.6 per cent
due to inflation and around seven per
cent owing to real growth in manpower
costs — between 2024-25 and 2028-29.

It also projected a 21 per cent increase
in employees in 2024-25 and another four
per cent in 2027-28 for expansion.

However, AERA has disagreed with
DIAL's numbers. After its assessment, it
concluded that salary and wage growth
would average around six per cent. DIAL
countered, calling this assumption “det-
rimental” to its operations.

“We have already highlighted that the
second airport (Jewar), within the vicinity
of Delhi airport, is due for operation in
2025-26. DIAL will see a considerable
impact on manpower costs to retain

GETTING FUTURE-READY .

M DIAL anticipating pressure on
cargo and air traffic-related
revenues

M [t expects manpower costs to rise by
12% between 2024-25 and 2028-29

M Projected 21% increasein
employees in2024-25 and 4% in
2027-28 for expansion projects

M AERA concluded salary and wage
growth would average around 6%

M AERA expected 10% annual growth

rate for DIAL's cargo earnings

employees,” it noted.

DIAL stressed the need to retain
“employees specialised in operations”
and argued that additional cash flows
would be required for increments, reten-
tion bonuses, and other payments.

DIAL requested AERA to align man-

power cost projections with its submis-
sionsand consider atleast a nine per cent
growth, as observed by AERA itself in pre-
vious “control periods.”

AERA sets airport tariffs by assessing
projected costs within fixed time blocks
called control periods, typically lasting

five years.

These tariffs cover aeronautical
charges such as landing, parking, and
passenger fees, directly affecting airport
revenue, and airline costs as well as ticket
prices. Currently, AERA is determining
the aeronautical tariffs for Delhi airport's
fourth control period, spanning 2024-25
102028-29.

Business Standard has reviewed doc-
uments related to the matter. DIAL and
YIAPL did not respond to the newspaper's
queries regarding the issue.

Besides employee expenses, DIAL also
anticipates a rise in professional and con-
sultancy expenses due to increasing pas-
senger capacity, operation of four run-
ways, and impending “competition from
Jewar airport.”

It projected these costs will grow
annually by 4.6 per cent due to inflation
and 10 per cent due to real growth
throughout the fourth control period.

However, after analysing past growth
trends, AERA found significantinconsis-
tencies, with some years showing neg-

ative growth. Based on this, it proposed
considering only the inflation rate of 4.6
per cent per year.

The airportoperator, in its submission
earlier this month, stated that while this
submission has not been accepted, it is
“required and necessary” for DIAL to
“remain competitive.”

In its assessment, AERA observed that
DIAL's projected growth in earnings per
tonne of cargo for the fourth control
period is much lower than the average
growth seen in the last five years.

However, itadmitted that past growth
was unusually high and may be hard to
maintain, especially with Noida's upcom-
ing international airport, which is
planned as a cargo hub.

Given this, AERA stated that it
expected a 10 per cent annual growth rate
for DIAL's cargo earnings.

In its submission earlier this month,
DIAL stated that it expected “stiff com-
petition” from Jewar Airportin attracting
cargo business, and this could drive down
cargo-related revenues.
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Navi Mumbai airport inauguration shifted toJune

AJINKYA KAWALE
Mumbai, 16 March

Mavi Mumbai International Airport’s
(NMIAL'S) inauguration has now
been deferred to.June, from the ear-
lier deadline of April.

The Adani group chairman,
Gautam Adani { pictured), visited the
MNMIAL site on Sunday to review
progress of the project.

"Visited the Navi Mumbai
International Alrpost site today —a
world-class airport taking shape. Set
fior inauguration this June, it will
redefine connectivity & growth. A
true gift to India," he said
on social media plat-

F ;

form X (formerly Twitter).

The team from NMIAL and rep-
resentatives from partmer and stake-
holder companies were also present
at the site for review, an alrport
spokesperson said.

Among others, Prith Adani, Jeet
Adani and Diva Adani
along with Arun
Bansal, chief
executive officer

(CEQ), Adani

Alrport

Holdings, and
BVIK

"Ny .

Sharma, CEO, NMIAL, participated
in the review.,

Initially, the airport was expectad
tobe inangurated in the sacond week
of April, followed by the launch of
domestic commercial operations in
May. Last month, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) met
airport officials to examine the asro-
drome’s readiness, A full day inspec-
tion of the airport was conducted by
the Airports Anthority of India (AAL)
and DGCA teams.

In December, an IndiGo flight
with no passengers onboard touched
down at the airport, making it
the first commercial jet to land at
the airport.

NMIAL conducted flight calibra-
tion of the instrument landing sys-
tem (ILS) and precision approach
path Indicator (PAPI), subsequently
drafting Instrument approach pro-
cedures o prepare for the arrival of
the validation flight.

In October 2024, an Alrbus C-295
of the Indian Ajr Force (IAF) landed
at the airport, marking the
first touchdown of any fight at
the asrodrome.

Inits first phase of operations, the
airport will have the capacity to han-
dle 20 million passengers annually.
It is projected to handle about 8-10
million domestic passengers within
the first six months of its launch.
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Navi Mumbai airport to be
inaugurated in June: Adam

PRESSTRUSTOFIMDIA
Mumbai, March 16

THE UPCOMING MAWVI Mumbai
International Airport willbe inangu-
rated in June, AdaniGroup chaimian
Gautam Adani said on Sunday.

Earlier, it wasset for maugumtion
onApril 17.

The greenfield airport — the sec-
ond such facilityin the Murmbai Met
ropolitan Regionafter the Chhatrap-
ati Shivaji Maharaj Intermational
Alrport— ishe ngdeveloped by aspe
cialpurposevehicle, NMIAL which is
a T4:26 jointventurebetween Adani
Airport Holdings (AAH L)and Cityand
Industrial Devel opment Corporation
of Maharmshtra(CIDCO).

Prime M inisterNarendm Modi, in
February 2018, had laid the founda
tion stone forthenew airport, which
is coming up at an investroent of
T16,700 crore withan aim to reduce
the congestionat the capacity-con
strained Mumbal Airport alongwith
mesting the soaring demand forair
tmvelin thecountry,

“A glimpse into India’s aviation
future! Visited the Navi Mumbai
International Airport site today — a
word-class airport taking shape. Set

-

T

Adani Group chairman Gautam Adani during his visit to the Navi Mumbal
International Airport site, ahead of its inauguration, on Sunday "

for inauguration this June, it will
redefine connectivity & growth. A
true gift to Indial " Adani said ina post
on X."Kudos to the Adani Airports
team & partners for making this
vision a reality" he added.

Eadisr, late last December, Adani
Airport Holdings CEO Arun Bansal
had told the media that "ourambi tion
istodothe commercial inauguration
of the airport by April 177,

Domesticaperationswouldstart
from the second half of May and

international operations were
expected to commence from the
end of July, Jalan had said after the
successful trial landing of the first
civil passengerairraftat theunder-
construction airport on December
29,2024,

With two runwaysand four ter-
minals, Kavi Mumbal International
Arportwillhave acpacitytocater to
90 million passengers per annum
once all the five phases ofthe projects
arecompleted,
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Jewar airport has potential
commuters split over ‘safety
issues, Teduced travel time’

Samridhi Tewari
JEWAR (U.P.)

One of the most anticipat-
ed public infrastructure
projects in the National
Capital Region (NCR), the
Noida International Air-
port in Uttar Pradesh’s Je-
war, is likely to become op-
erational within a few
months. Once operational,
the airport is expected to
become the preferred
choice of those living in
Noida, Greater Noida, and
other cities like Aligarh,
Bulandshahr, Meerut, and
Agra in west U.P.

Much of it has to do
with the airport’s location
— its proximity to the Ya-
muna Expressway (Grea-
ter Noida to Agra), the
Eastern Peripheral Ex-
pressway (Kundli-Ghazia-
bad-Palwal), and the Del-
hi-Mumbai Expressway,
work on which is ongoing.
A high-speed metro corri-
dor between Ghaziabad
and Jewar is also in the
works.

‘Lack of transport’
The airport would seem a
natural choice for those in
the NCR who live closer to
Jewar than to the IGI Air-
port. However, many fre-
quent fliers The Hindu
spoke to expressed mixed
emotions about travelling
to the Noida International
Airport to catch their
flights. Some were appre-
hensive about safety and
transport when compared
to the airport in Delhi,
which is bustling round
the clock and has a heavy
security presence 24x7.
However, the others were
looking forward to sub-
stantial reductions in their
travel time and a boom in
their businesses.

For Alwar-based Adya

Cnnstructjnn under way at the a;rpart ANIKET SINGH CHAUHAN

The airport would help
provide a much-needed
fillip to businesses in
west L.P. cities such

as Aligarh, Agra, and
Mathura

HARSH BANSAL
Solar company owner, Firozabad

Goyal, IGI Airport is deep-
ly embedded in all the itin-
eraries that involve taking
a flight. She said the air-
port in Jewar won’t affect
her plans, at least in the
short term.

“I feel that the IGI Air-
port has better public tran-
sport connectivity and in-
frastructure and is more
safe. As a woman, accessi-
bility is essential to me.
Unless the flight tickets in
Jewar are 20% cheaper, I
don’t see myself going
there,” said Ms. Goyal.

Harshita Verma, 24, a
resident of Vrindavan (84
km away from Jewar), felt
that with time the new air-
port, which is 70 km closer
to her home, would be-
come as good as the one in
the Capital. She was more
apprehensive about the li-
kelihood of a neverending
tourist boom.

“Vrindavan is a small
town. It is anyway populat-

ed with tourists all through
the year. Once the airport
in Jewar becomes func-
tional, tourist influx will
become a big issue for us.
There are far too many
vehicles in Vrindavan al-
ready,” she said.

Harsh Bansal, who runs
a solar company from Fi-
rozabad, barely 45 km
from Agra, said the new
airport would help pro-
vide a much-needed fillip
to the businesses in west
U.P. cities such as Aligarh,
Agra, and Mathura. “The
tourist spots and cultural
centres will become more
accessible,” he said.

Bus connectivity
Regarding concerns about
last-mile connectivity in Je-
war, a Regional Transport
Office (RTO) ofhcial said a
committee  comprising
RTO officials from Noida
and the Yamuna Express-
way Industrial Develop-
ment Authority has pre-
pared a plan to connect
the airport with a bus net-
work and sent it to the de-
partment headquarters in
Lucknow for approval.

“The panel looked at
bus routes, including the
number and type of buses.
The report is awaiting ap-
proval, which is expected
by the month-end,” said
the official.
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{ "SLOT BANKET FIMPROVING TRANSIT EXPERIENCE

IGI aims for global hub status
with flight coordination plan

Neha LM Tripathi
neha tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) airport has
introduced “slot banks” —a sys-
tem that improves flight timing
coordination and ensures faster
connections, officials with the
Delhi International Airport Lim-
ited (DIAL), which operates IGI,
said on Sunday.

As part of the slot banks sys-
tem, a group of flights arrive and
depart at specific times — thus
making connecting flights much
easier and quicker —and will be
akeystepin establishing IGl asa
passenger hub airport, officials
said. Such systems are already
operational in several top air-
ports such as Changi in Singa-
pore and Dubai.

“To support the growth of the
hub, Delhi airport is expanding
its capacity, including increasing
arrival and departure banks
(also called slot banks) to opti-
mise connections,” DIAL CEO
Videh Kumar Jaipuriar said ina
recent media interaction.

Civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu had earlier in Jan-
uarv stated that the Union gov-

IGlis currently India’s best conne

ernment plans to establish Delhi
asa major international aviation
hub within two years.

Only 3% of air traffic at IGI is
international-to-international
(I-to-I), and DIAL aims to grow it
to 10% in the next five years, Jai-
puriar said. “The airport has
already seen a 300% increase in
I-to-1 passenger transfers, with
growth in traffic from Southeast
Asia to Europe,” hesaid.

Currently, IGI is India’s best-
connected airport, with 150 des-
tinations — 81 domestic and 69
international. It also caters to

g o

cted airport.

HT ARCHIVE

more weekly flights to Europe
(204) compared to Singapore
(200), and to North America (75,
compared to 60 from city-state).
“India has long been in a
prime position to become a
global aviation leader, but we
have failed to capitalise on this
advantage,” said a former airline
official, requesting anonymity.
“With the right infrastructure
and planning, India could easily
accommodate more than one
major hub, along with many
point-to-point services, boosting
both travel and the economyv.”
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CMRL considers regional rapid transit
system for proposed Parandur airport

Two corridors will be studied for the system, easing access to the city’s planned second airport: the rail-based RRTS, with

stations every 10 km, will have trains running at 100-120 kmph, say officials, ensuring faster connectivity for passengers

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

s plans are afoot to
A build a second air-
port for the city at

Parandur, Chennai Metro
Rail Limited (CMRL) has
been considering a region-
al rapid transit system
(RRTS) to facilitate easy ac-
cess to the airport.

Two corridors will be
studied to set up the RRTS
— Chennai Airport to Pa-
randur via Sriperumbudur
and Chennai-Kancheepu-
ram-Vellore via Parandur.
According to CMRL offi-
cials, the RRTS, which is a
rail-based transit system
operating at semi-high
speeds, will help in esta-
blishing faster connectivity
to far reaching suburbs
and even neighbouring dis-
tricts.

“Unlike the Metro Rail
system, where there are
stations every 1 to 2 km, the
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ahead: The CMRL is looking at the feasibil
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ity of providing connectivity between the existing

airport in Meenambakkam and Parandur, as it will help thousands of passengers in the future. FILE PHOTO

RRTS can have stations ev-
ery 10 km. Similarly, Chen-
nai Metro Rail Phase I
trains have a maximum
speed of 80 kmph and an
average speed of 35 kmph.
Whereas in RRTS, the
speed could be as much as
100-120 kmph. The idea is
to set up a dependable sys-
tem with high speed and
good frequency that will
help commuters and air

passengers reach their des-
tinations on time. We will
start the feasibility study
soon,” an official said.

In the Budget announ-
cement on Friday, the
State government said the
CMRL would look into the
feasibility of setting up
three key RRTS corridors —
Chennai-Chengalpattu-Tin-
divanam-Villupuram,
Chennai-Kancheepuram-

Vellore, and Coimbatore-
Tiruppur-Erode-Salem.

This aside, the CMRL is al-
ready looking at the feasi-
bility of providing connec-
tivity from the existing
airport in Meenambakkam
to Parandur, as it would
help thousands of passen-
gers in the future. It was al-
so announced that the go-
vernment would submit
detailed project reports for

three Chennai Metro Rail
lines — Airport-Kilambak-
kam, Koyambedu-Pattabi-
ram through Avadi, and
Poonamallee-Sunkuvar-
chatram through Sripe-
rumbudur — to the Centre
for equity contribution.

“There isn’t much scope
for a Metro system beyond
Sriperumbudur. Since we
need connectivity between
the present airport and the
new one, we are looking at
the possibility of construct-
ing a Metro system bet-
ween Chennai Airport and
Sriperumbudur. However,
beyond this junction, a se-
mi-high-speed system is
being considered. On the
Chennai-Kancheepuram-
Vellore corridor, the train
will have a stop at Paran-
dur but will not enter the
airport, whereas on the
Chennai Airport-Parandur
corridor, the train will stop
closer to the terminal,” the
official said.
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‘Navi Mumbai airport to be inaugurated in June’

The greenfield airport is being developed by NMIAL, which is a 74:26 joint
venture hetween Adani ;ifrpnﬂ Hﬂ!dmg? Ltd & CIDCO Maharashtra

MUMBAI: The upcoming Navi
Mumbai International Airport
will be inaugurated in June,
Adani Group Chatrman Gau-
tam Adani said on Sunday.

Earlier, it was set for inaw-
guration on April 17.

The greenfield airport —
the second such facility in the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
after the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airporl
— is being developed by a spe-
cial purpose vehicle (SPV),
NMIAL, which is a 74:26 joint
venture between Adani Airport
Holdings Lid (AAHL) and City
and Industrial Development
Corporation of Maharashira
(CIDCO).

HllI"ﬂurru Goutam Adani dwring his visit to the Navi Mumbai
Internationa| Airport site oheod of its inauguration I

“A glimpse into Indias avi-
ation future! Visited the Mavi
Mumbai International Atrport

site today — a world-class
airport taking shape. Set for
inauguration this June, it will

redefine connectivity & growth.
Actrue gift o Indial™ Adani said
im a poest on X

“Kudos 1o the Adani Air-
ports team & partners lor mak-
ing this vision a n:alil}'." he
further said in the post.

Earlier, late last December,
Adani Adrport Holdings Lid
CEO Arun Bansal had told the
media that “our ambition is to
do the commercial inaugura-
tion of the ateport by April 177

Mavi Mumbai International
Adrport with two runways and
four terminals will have a capac-
ity to cater to 90 million pas-
sengers per annum onee all the
five phases of the projects are
completed. Pl
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Coming not-so-soon? IGIA air tram pr0]ect chugging along slowly

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The proposed air
train at Delhi Airport is
chugging along slowly. Delhi
International Airport Ltd
(DIAL) is learnt to have yet
again extended the last date
for submitting expressions
of interest (Eol) for this dela-
ved and desperately needed
project by another month.
Sources say the date has
now been extended to April 16,
2025, “on the request of those
who have shown interest in
thisproject”. The GMR Group-
backed Delhi International
Airport Ltd is learnt to have

done so to ensure “maximum
participation”, they say.

Multiple plavers are learnt
to have evinced interest in the
automated people mover
(APM) that is essential to achi-
eve the goal of making IGIA
India’s first true hub. Till that
happens, transiting between
the about 7Tkm-apart Terminal
1 on one side and T2/3 on the
other remains a pain point for
connectingflyers.

With the proposed air train
still about four years away,
how does DIAL plan to make
transfers less painful for
fransit passengers? “We are
increasing the number of bu-
ses plying between T3/2 and

T1. Apart from DTC, there will
be other concessionaires ope-
rating buses too. Passengers
taking a connecting flight on
the same PNR (same airline or
group)will have their check-in
bags transferred airside and
won't need to take them on the
bus. There will be a bus wai-
ting lounge at both the termi-
nals where they can get the co-
upon to board the transfer
bus,” DIAL CEO Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar had recently said.
“APM is already under
bidding stage... expected to
beoperational by March 2028.
The movement would be bi-
directional bothfromT1to T3
and vice-versa. DIAL expects

A WHILE AWAY FOR DELHI: An air train at an airpurt ahmad

throughput of 40,000 to 50,000
passengers/day initially
which would be scaled up to
60,000 to 90,000 passengers/
day by increasing the frequ-
ency. APM will not be charge-
able for transfer passengers
while for rest of the passeng-
ers, it will be chargeable,” ac-
cording to the consultation
paper released by Airports
Economic Regulatory Autho-
rity for determining IGIA's
tariff for the period April 1,
2024, to March 31, 2029.

The proposed air train’s
7.7km routing will have al-
most 75% or 5.7km elevated
portion and 2km at grade.
The at-grade (surface level)

Multiple players are
learnt to have evinced
interest in the automated
people mover that is
essential to achieve the
goal of making IGIA
India’s first true hub

section will be at two stret-
ches — just before T1 and till
crossing the main runway
and then under the elevated
taxiway. The rest will be all
elevated, with a skywalk pro-
posed at the cargo station to
link it to the cargo terminal.
DIAL is learnt to have stee-
red clear of an underground

section to prevent cost escala-
tion. On average, the per km
cost of elevated, at-grade, and
underground metro lines in
India is about Rs 250-300 crore;
Rs150-200 crore; and Rs 500-600
crore, respectively. This inclu-
des all costs, including the tra-
In, signal, electrical, and civil
works, say people in the know.

Rough estimates based on
these figures suggest the air
train could cost up to Rs 1,500-
1,600 crore. The Union aviation
ministry in Modi 2.0 had not al-
lowed the airport operator to
levy additional charges on pas-
sengers to fund the project and
asked it to first build the same
and then recover the cost.



AIRPORTS AUT HC\F’HY I‘JF ENLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES COF INDIA HYDERABAD 16 MARCH 2025

Committed to getting four
more airports, says Revanth

Tintes News NeTwork

Hyderabad: Stating that the
proposed airport at Warang-
alwill become a reality, chief
minister A Revanth Reddy
has said the state govt was
equally committed to getting
airports at four more places
in the state.

“The idea of anairport at
Kothagudem has not been gi-
venup. Thereare procedures
involved with the Centre, We
haveasked the Centre forair-
ports at Kothagudem, Jakk-
ranpally in Nizamabad, Ra-
magundam, and Adilabad.
The Centre is examining the
proposals. Itis in the interest
of the state to get all these

» CPI MLA K Sambasiva
Rao said he read reports
about a‘conspiracy’ to get
an airport for Ramagundam
instead of Kothagudem

AIMING FOR THE SKIES

» Investors in South Korea
specifically asked if
Telangana had proper air
connectivity, says CM

» Revanth said idea of
Kothagudem airport has
not been given up

® He cites neighbouring AP
asan example of a state

airports sanctioned,” Re-
vanth Reddy told CP1 MLA
from Kothagudem, K Samba-
siva Rao, on Saturday after
the CPI MLA had said that he

had read reports about a
‘conspiracy’ togetanairport
for Ramagundam instead of
Kothagudem and sought to
understand if this was true.
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Qatar Airwziys Cdrgo
Expanding India Ops

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: The freight division of
Qatar Airways is planning to ex-
pand operations in India which
currently contributes nearly a
tenth of its global revenue, said a
top executive.

Revenues are expected to grow
further by 9-12% inthe comingfiscal
year driven by rising demand for pe-
rishables, pharmaceuticals, and
high-value goods, Mark Drusch, chi-
ef officer cargo at Qatar Airways,
told ET. He did not elaborate.

He however said restrictive bila-
teral agreements limiting pas-
senger belly cargo and potential
US tariffs on Indian pharma ex-
ports could pose hurdles to the ex-
pansion plans.

Qatar Airways Cargo ships about
2,700 tonnes of cargo weekly toand
from India, operating nearly 100
flights a week alongside additional
belly cargo on passenger flights.
“In August and September, I rest-
ructured our network, and we in-
creased our capacity into India by
almost 20%."” said Drusch.

Despite the expansion, regulato-
ry barriers remain a challenge. In-
dia’s bilateral air service pacts
currently restrict Qatar Airways

from freely expanding passenger
operations, limit availability of
belly cargo space.

“Because the bilateral with India
is particularly restrictive, wedon't
have the ability to grow the pas-
senger belliesas much as we would
liketo,” Drusch said.

Pharmaceuticals comprise 15%
of Qatar Airways’' India cargo vo-
lume, while peris-
hables such as fruits
and vegetables ma-
ke up 70%. The seg-
ment could face he-
adwinds if the US
Imposes tariffs on

e

::g'::;n Indian pharma ex-
2.700tonnes Ports, according to
of cargo Drusch.

weekly In February 2025,
toand US President Do-
from India nald Trump anno-

unced plans to impo-
se a 25% tariff on pharmaceutical
imports, aiming to encourage do-
mestic manufacturing. According
to reports, nearly half of all gene-
ricmedicinestakeninthe US come
from Indiaalone.

“Pharma is a significant portion.
[t's not the majority, but it's still an
important portion of the volume
and revenue that goes back and
forth,” he said.
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AlExpress

set to operate
Hindonto
Jammuflights
fromMarch 23

Jaarmrmu: Adr India Express
will operate flights be-
tween Hindon in Ghaza-
b and Jammu six days a
week from March 23,
Uirson ministerDr Jitendra
Singh announced on
Sunday. "HEARTEMING
INFORMATION FOR
#ANMMU-#DELHI TRAV-
ELLERS,” he wrote on X,
“For the ease of joumey
and relatively economic
fare, particularly for those
travelling to and fro be-
tween Jammu and the
southern parts of NCR
Dethilike MNoid aetc. an Alr
India Express fight will
operate daily {except
Saturdays]  between
Hindon, Ghaziabad
Aimport and Jammu from
23rd March 2025 he
wrale, On March 8, the
Union minister said the
civil aveation authornties
agreed to begin a Janmu-
Srinagar morning fight
from April 1 to cater to
government oficers and
businessmen ENS
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