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IGI AIRPORT'S 3RD
RUNWAY CLOSURE
FOR UPGRADE

DELAYED BY WEEK

Jasjeev Gandhiok
Jasjeev gandhiok@hindustantimes com

MNEW DELHI: The The third run-
way — 11R/29L — at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport, which was sched-
uled to shut from February 16
for upgrade, is now likely to be
closed next week as some final
clearances are still awaited, offi-
cials said on Monday. The
upgraded runway is expected to
reopen in July.

The work will include resur-
facing, construction of a rapid
exit taxiway, and installation of
a new instrument landing sys-
tem. Airport operator Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL) had announced the clo-
sure last month, subject to
approval from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA).

Commissioned in 2008, the
runway is undergoing strength-
ening to enhance safety and
operational capacity amid rising
traffic. DIAL, in coordination
with the Airports Authority of
India (AAI), said flight opera-
tions are unlikely to be affected,
with the airport’s scheduled
movement capacity maintained
at1,514 flights per day.
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Guwabhati airport’s new terminal to
open for passengers from Feb 22

ANN SERVICE

PALASBARI, Feb 15: The
newly constructed terminal
at the Lokapriya Gopinath
Bardoloi  International
(LGBI) Airport is set to be-
come operational for domes-

tic aircraft from February 22,
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on Sunday.

At a press conference held
on Sunday, the Chief Minis-
ter announced that for the
time being, international
flights would continue from

the old terminal.

The state-of-the-art Inte-
grated Termunal 2 (T2) was
maugurated by Prime Min-
1ster Narendra Modi on De-
cember 20, 2025,

# SEE PAGE 2

Guwabhati airport’s new ...

(Contd from page 1)

Constructed at a cost of
around Rs 4,000 crore, the
terminal has been de-
signed to handle 13.1 mil-
lion passengers annually.
With advanced infrastruc-
ture, expanded passenger
handling areas, and im-
proved operational effi-
ciency, the terminal is ex-
pected to substantially re-
duce congestion at the ex-
i1sting airport facility.

Officials stated that the
new terminal incorporates

modern architectural design
blended with elements re-
flecting Assam’s cultural her-
itage. The facility is equipped
with enhanced security sys-
tems, spacious check-in
counters, advanced baggage
handling mechamsms, im-
proved boarding gates and
upgraded passenger ameni-
Hes to ensure a seamless
travel experience.

The operationalisation of
T2 is anticipated to boost re-
gional connectivity, promote
tourism and facilitate eco-

nomic growth across Assam
and the Northeast. Authon-
ties believe the upgraded in-
frastructure will also support
imcreasing domestic and m-
ternational air traffic in the
coming years.

With the commissioning of
the new terrminal, passengers
travelling through Guwahati
are expected to experience
faster processing times, im-
proved comfort, and world-
class airport services compa-
rable to major aviation hubs
across the country.
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IATA concerned over 9-month pause
of freighter services at Mumbai airport

== ]
Aneesh Phadnis
Burmbai

The International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA) has
expressed concern over the
planned mine-month  sus-
pension of freighter fights
at Mumbai starting August.
Last December, Mumbai
International  Airport  Ltd
(MIAL) had informed air-
lines about it= plans to tem-
porarily suspend freighter
operations from August this
wear to May 2027 in view of
reconstruction of the apron
that is used by cargo flights.

BIG CONCERN
Earlier, the Air Cargo Agents
Aszociation of India had ex-
pressed its reservations and
now the airline lobby grow
too has expressed E?EE!::DM?
cern on the temporary sus-
pension of freighters at In-
dia's second busiest airport.
“IATA wrote to MIAL at
the end of January request-

ing for clarification as wellas
compliance with the Civil
Avigtion Ministry guidelines
and the Worldwide Airport
Slot Board's best practices.
We have yet to receive a re-
sponse  from MIAL" a
spokesperson said.

“We are concerned about
the impact on operations &t
Mumbai airport, particu-
larky cargo. Effective engage-
ment by MIAL with industry
stakeholders is critical™ he
added.

FREIGHT MOVEMENT
The airport in December
cited the need for immediate
reconstruction of cargo ap-
ron “as it has resched the
end of its operational life.”
However, in a fresh com-
munication to airlimes [ast
week MIAL said the apron
continues to remain suitable
for operational use with an
estimated residual senvice
life of four years. However, it
will carry on with its tem-

rary ban on freighters.
Fumiﬁn:msighb:ddur to
“simultancous taxiway con-
struction activities in close
proximity to active airside
movement arcas and in-
creased  safety risk  from
mixed passenger  and
freighter movements under
constramed conditions.
MIAL said the decision to
suspend freighter fights has
been taken after exhaostive
assessment of operational
feasibility, safety require-
ments and svailable space

Mumbai airport did not
respond to email query.
However,  earlier  in

December the airport had
said only dedicated cargo
Hight= will be sus ed but
u\;gcl:'zai[ CArgD I:mi;lﬂl[cll:arﬁnd
in belly space of passenger
ai t) will continue seam-
]t.'ssh' Mavi Mumbai airport
lay & kew role in sbsorb-

i]':ught:ruptmumdur-
ing the construction phase,
it had added.
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IATA flags Mumbai

airport cargo
suspension issue

GLOBALAIRLIMES'
body W TAGR

Monday

expressed

conommn over Mumbal
airport's plan to ternpo rarily
halt carge aircraft meverment
at tha facility from August
this year for carrying out an
nirastructure upgrace. [ATA
saiel it toak up the matter
with the Adanigroup
operated Mumbai
htemationa Arport in
January this year
—AGEMCIES



AIRF‘UR I'SAUT HGPITY OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHIT 17 FEBERUARY 2026

RE4 | 33 Papid|
qeA PIAIR!

TratisT | iz aafa
B T T R I A
3 = vt & fom famma T

P[EW?IW?[F’ITI??I
TR W T 3em
R SR T e

e s CEEEAE o
T E, e TS
&w*:ﬁ#wu%‘m
A5z, i, 498, = e
mm’l%fu—r'ﬁ?ﬁaﬁmn—m
W IFE TS A A AR w A
i’anmﬂmﬁm AT
=ma:ﬁ't='1rrn=“+'“umﬂzm
Y 3 FEAS 1 A
RGeS Te L Rt



ll:";’":‘l - aried LIRNS-Nalu T

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU DELHI 17 FEBRUARY 2026

Rights panel seeks report on
dog attack at Jaipur airport

The Rajasthan State Human Rights Commission
has taken suo motu cognisance of reports that a
stray dog attacked and bit an Israeli woman
passenger at Jaipur International Airport. The
commission has also sought factual reports from
six authorities, including the district
administration and airport management. In an
order Monday, the commission, headed by
Justice G.R. Moolchandani, issued noticesto the
Jaipur District Magistrate, the police
commissioner, the airport manager (Sanganer),
officials of the Airports Authority and the Jaipur
Municipal Corporation. en




Pavneet Singh Chadha
Panaji, February 16

THE NEED to protect the Goa
International Airport in Dabo-
litn has emerged as a rare point
of agreement among the BJP,
the Congress, and the AAP in
the state, with leaders across
party lines clear that any plans
otherwise will hurt the interests
of the state.

Following a meeting with
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh lastweek, Goa Transport
Minister and Dabolim MLA
Mauvin Godinho had told the
media that a private airport op-
erator was “lobbying” to turn
Dabolim airport intoan exclus-
ive naval faciliry.

Since then, speculation has

=CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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AFTER STATE MINISTER MET RAJNATH
United Goa firm on Dabolim airport’s

fate: “Touching it will kill economy’

Key factors: Tourism, traffic to freight and connectivity

« WHYDABOLIM MATTERS

Year
2023
2024
2025

‘Dumesticpassengers{iakh} Intemational passengers (lakh) '
6955 N 25! W
6741 | 302 |
| 6296 EE— 206 |

KEY CONCERNS: Stakeholders say the shift to Mopa will create
a significant financial and time burden for South Goa tourists

COST: One-way taxi from Mopa
to Palolem (South Goa) estimated
betweenRs 4,500 and Rs 5,000.
TIME: While a flight from Mumbai
or Bengaluru takes approximately

an hour, the subsequent road
transfer from Mopa to the far
South can take 3 hours.

LOCATION: Residents also high-
light that Dabolim's location is

Mopa
Airport

Airport

— Daboﬁn: GOA |

Palolem

equidistant from

Goa's farthest corners,
reaching both Mandrem (North)
and Palolem (South)in roughly
90 minutes.

Dabolim airport’s fate

been rife about the future of
commercial fiicht operations ar
Dabolim airport and the poten-
tial impact on the state’sthriving
tourism business and overall
ECONOMY.

The Chief Minister’s Office
issued a categorical statement:
"Speculation supgesting that
consent has been given to dis-
continue civilian services at Da-
bolim Alrport i= incorrect and
misieading.” But that has done
little to quell apprehensions.

"It will be a death knell for
tourism,” sald Valencio Savio
Goes, a third-gpeneration taxi
driver and a prominent
memberofthe North and South
Goataxiunion, echoing fears of
many in the tourism Industry.
"The entire economy of South
Goa will be hit hard. Who will
want to take a three-houwr taxi
ride from Mopa to Palolem and
pav Bs 4,500 after taking an
hour-long flight from Mumbai
or Bengalumi?”

The Dabolim airport does 2
fairshareofheavy lifting for Goa,
with a footfall of about 63 lakh
domestic passengers and 2 lakh
international passengers last
year. The newer airpartin Mopa
handled 47.1 lakh domestic pas-
sengers and 39 lakh interna-
tional passengers in 2025,

The history— and wiy
it matters

Built by the asa
clvilian alrport in 1955, it was
taken over by the Indian Navy's
airwing soon after Goa waslib-
erated In December 1961,
Coming under the Ministry of
Defence, the alrport currently
operatesas acivil enclave inthe
military airbase INS Hansa. The
Alrports Authority of India (AAT)
maintains an international civil
enclave for civil aircrafi oper-
ations, with the Indian Navy
providing air traffic services.

"ltwasthe firstairport inthe
country to receive charters —
special flights for holiday-
makers from Europe whocame
to Goa during vacations,” sald

Jack Sukhija, president, Travel
and Tourism Assoclation nfiGoa
(TTAG)

Dabolim’s central location
has sipnificantly contributed to
the state’s growth as a tourism
hub, and particularly helped de-
velop South Goa as a luxury
rouristarea.

Vinay Albudquergue, director
of a Goa hospitality group, said.
"You can reach Mandrem and
Arambol in the far North in 90
minutes (from Dabolim) and
commute to the extreme
South... down to Palolem in al-
maost the same time.”

Hansel Vaz, founderof Goa's
Cazulopremium feni, added, "t
Iz also a logistics hub... in the
sense that a port, industrial es-
tates and rallwayterminal are all
nearby and it offers good road
connectivity.”

Albugquergue cantioned that
any plan toshut the airportwill
crush the booming tourism in-
dustry in the southern part of
the coastal state. " The one-way
taxd fare from Mopa (airport to
South Goa) will be approxi-
mately Rs 5.000. For a family
travelling on a budget, it's poing.
to be extremely difficult to
spend that kind of money only
on taxi transfers. For larger ho-
tels, people may not come, not
so much becanse of the budset
but because of transfer times.
Businesses In Palolem and
Aponda In Sourh Goa will be
wiped out,” Albuguerque said.

When the Mopa airport was
first approved in 2000, the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation recom-
mended closing Dabolim alr-
port for civilian operationsupon
the new alrport's commission-
ing. Following protests, themin-
istry constituted a task force
and, In July 2010, modified is
declsion to allow continuation
of civillan aircraft operations at
Dabolim.

In 2023, Goa's second alrport
— Manohar International Air-
port at Mopa in North Goa, de-
veloped by GMR Goa Interna-
tional Airpornt Limited (GGLAL),

asubsidiaryof GME AlrporsLi-
mited — opened for commer-
cial operations. The rationale
clted for the two airparts was o
“cater tothe growing passenger
footfall”™, susain tourism growth
and craate employment, with
thegovernmentestimating that
the new alrport Is expected to
handle 13,1 million passengers
by 2036.

In August 2023, afrer some
International and domestic alr-
lines shified operations from
Diabaolim to Manohar Interna-
tional Alrport, Goa Chief Min-
ister Pramod Sawant wrote to
then Union Ministerof Civil Avi-
ation Jyotiraditya Scindia, urg-
Inghim to ask alrlines to "re-
versetheirdecision™

“Although time and again,
the Government of Goa has as-
suradthe residents of South Goa
that dvillan alrcraft operations
from Dabolim airport woold
continue, this shifting of oper-
ations by airlines has created
fearamong differentindustries,
perticularty the hotel Industry...
and peoplewho earn their iveli-
hood from Dabolim alrport.
This may potentially lead toin-
stability/agitations among
people of Goa.” the commu-
niquesaid.

With rumaours of closure rife
again, stakeholders such as the
TTAG are again seeking inter-
vention. "It has always been
critical to Goa as the state’s pri-
mary, centrally located and his-
toric air gateway, managing a
large bulk of passenger traffic
and handling a vast amount of
international charter flights. It
would be pertinent to note that
even the Kashmir airport func-
tions as a defence and clvillan
alrport.” the association said.

Agreement on keeping
it running

Last week, state Transport
Minister Godinho and BJP
RajvaSabhha MPSadanand Shet
Tanavade wrote to Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh seeking
his intervention for “continued
unhindered operations” at Da-
bolim alrport. The letter, dated
February 10, said several stake-
holders in South.Goa were con-

cerned rhat shiftingall commer-
clal operations to Mopa would
be detrimental to liveliloods,

Godinho did not respond to
calls seeking a comment.

In a poston X 1asr Thursday,
Aam Aadmi Party convensr Ar-
vind Kejriwal called any plan to
shut commercial operations at
the airpor "unaocceptable”, say-
ing, "The BJP government at
the Centre is planning to con-
vert Dabolim exclhusively for de-
fence purposes. Dabolim acts as
alifeline for Sourh Goa... We will
fight to keep Dabolim for civil

urposes.”

South Goa's Congress MP
Capt Virato Fernandes called it
a"clear conspiracy to end com-
mercial Rights under the puise
of securiny measyires post Oper-
ation Sindoor™.

“Almost 4.5 lakh to 51akh
people are directly and indi-
rectly dependent on the com-
mercial operations at Dabolim
alrport for their livellhood. We
are not saying the airport will
shut down entirely. It will con-
tinue as a naval airport, but civil-
Lan and commercial operations
arebeing systematically pushed
out.” he claimed.

The government has denied
theseallegations. "Any specula-
tion suppesting that conssnt has
been given to discontinue civil-
ian services at Dabolim Alrport
Eincorrectand misleading. Goa
presently benefits from a dual-
alrport system, with operations
at both Dabolim and Manohar
International Alrport, Mopa,”
thechisfminister’sofficesaldin
ASLATEMENnt,

Goa Tourlsm Minister
Rohan Khaunte claimed that
speculation wasbelngdriven by
some "Insecure people aheadof
elections”, "This issue has been
raised several times in the past
and has been addressed,” he
sald. "Tourlsm In Goa started
with Dabolimairport. With sev-
eral enhancements in infra-
structure at the alrport, we are
viery clear that Dabolim alrport
will continuetobeoperational,”
he said, adding that bothair-
ports were *required for Goa's
development as a tourist desti-
nation.”



T ﬁm*r;azz_uzﬁmﬂu

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA DELHT 17 FEBRUARY 2026

Team at IGIA
to aid global
Al delegates

New Delhi: As top ex-
ecutives from global AT
giants and delegates at-
tend the Al summit, spe-
cial arrangements have
been made at Delhi
Airport to facilitate
them. A team has been
deployved to receive and
assistdelegates.

An airport official
said Delhi International
AirportLimited, in coor-
dination with govt stake-
holders, including mini-
stry of external affairs,
ministry of home affa-
irs, ministry of electro-
nics and information
technology, Delhi govt,
and CISFE, put in place fa-
cilitation arrangements
for visiting heads of sta-
te and delegations, A te-
am has been deploved to
receive and assist dele-
gates, ensuring a smo-
oth arrival. tuu
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Third runway at
IGIA to be shut
for upgrades
from next week

New Delhi: Runway NR/ZL
toommonly knowm as the thivd
runwayl, which was initially
scheduled to b closed for up-
gracles fratm Feb W6, will now be
shut from nest weel. Alrport
alMicials said the closure ol the
third runway has been delayed
ns - approval =2ostill pending
withothoragencies.

After the runwi
For upgrades, 1 ks Ll
commissioned in July “The
runway islikelyio beshut inthe
coming week " said officials.

The closure af the runway
will coincide with the peak
summer rush. The airport ope-
rator stited that the closure of
the runway will have nosignifi-
ant lmpact on Qight opera-
tions. An alrport official said,
on average, 1,520 MHights, inclo-
ding arrivials and departures,
operate daily However, Delhi
International Alrport Limbted
(DALY whic operates 101 mir-
port had earlier stated that the
airport’s scheduled movement
capacity will be maintained st
LG54 movernents per day du
ring thecloswre period,

runway 2810 was closed in 2005,
around 200 flights were impac-
il dably “INAL, In coording
tion with the Alrports Authori-
ty of Indiz and other stakehol
ders. convened multiple high-lo-
vel consultntions to assess and
mitigate the impact of closure.
Following this, it has been deci-
e thnd the abrport’s scheduled
movement capacity will be ma-
Intatned at 154 per day Also,
abrlines and air traffic control
have been fully hriefed and ope
rathonal plansare n placs (o en
sure smmooth continuity of servi-
es,” DAL sabd sandien: me
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B NCP-SP leader pushes for private probe into Ajit’s plane crash
Rohit Pawar slams DGCA for ‘inaction’

BHAGWAN PARAB operates clons are growing soon be ofMcially amﬁnm
MUMBAI, FEBE. 16 flights in stronger. Therefore, DGCA  Independently and lead
violation of should issue the prelimi- the investigation.
Criticising the Directorate  all rules. nary inquiry report at the On January 28, a Learjet
General of Civil Aviation In a tweet, earliest and take appropri- 45 plane crashed during
(DGCA) for the “lack of Rohit Pawar ate action against VSR!" landing near Baramati
action” into his uncle and  said, “Today Rohit Pawar, who is cur- airport in Pune district,
former Maharashtra marks the - * rently in Delhl, has report-  Killing Ajit Pawar. Apart
deputy chief minister Ajit 20th  day RohitPawar oqiy ‘had private discus- from the NCP chief, those

Pawar's death In a plane
crash, NCP(5P) leador
Rohit Pawar has Indicated
that he will rely on private
agencies to uncover the
truth behind the accident.
Rohit said no action has
been taken by the DGCA
so far against the VSR
company, which he alleged

since the unfortunate accl-
dent of late uncle, vet the
preliminary inquiry
report from DGCA has
still not been recelved
Moreover, no action has
been taken so far against
VSR company, which oper-
ates flights in violation of
all rules. As a result, suspi-

slons with representatives
from two major private
intelligence agencies. He
has also consulted avia-
tion experts to determine
if the crash was due to a
technical failure or other
IeAs0ns,

Sources sald that one of
the private agencles may

Killed in the crash inclucd-
ed Capt. Sumit Kapoor,
who had over 15,000 hours
aof flying experience, co-
flot Captain Shambhavi
thak with around 1,500
hours of fying time,
Personal Security Officer
Vidip Jadhav and flight
attendant Pinky Mali.
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Chaos in the skies: Dec 2025

Airline e oy
Alliance Air . 63 | 2463
Air India Group 924 43,278
Akasa Air I | | 5673
IndiGo 5,689 ?.ﬂm
‘SpiceJet B | 11,929
Flyg1 8 343

IndiaOne Air _ n ! 408
Star Air

IndiGo: Primary causes of disruption A considerable
were over-optimisation of number of
operations, inadeguate regulatory flights were
preparedness, deficiencies in system cancelled due
software support and shortcomings to adverse

in management structure and weather
operational control conditions

[Source: Response by the Ministry of Civil Aviation to questions raised by
KC Venugopal and R Sudha in the Lok Sabha)
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Air India Turns to Seasoned Hand

as Liaison Amid Regulatory Heat

Appoints ex-aviation
secretary Pradeep Singh
Kharola, who oversaw
airline’s privatisation
process, as advisor
Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Tata Sons is tapping
former civll aviation secretary
Pradeep Singh Kharola asan advi
sor for |ts aviation business as the
group intensifies its efforts to tur
naround Alr India

Kharola, & 1965 bateh Indian Ad-
iministrative Services officer of
the Karnatoka Cadre will plav a
kev role in leading the nifline’s
communication with the govern
ment as the airline faces severe re-
gulatory scrutiny and a leaders-
hipchurnat the top

ET had earlier reported that Tata
group has storted search to repla
o CEQ Camphbel]l Wilson,

Tata Sons and Adr Indin didnt re-
spond to gueries on the topic,

Eharola who was the civil avis-
thon secretary from February 2019

IndiGa  Air india
9% 84
Aliasa

to September 2021 led the privati-
satlon process of Alr India which
resulted in takeover of the airline
by the Tata group in January 2022
Before that he was also the chair-
man of the aldine. He refiised to
comment on ET's queries about
his role with the alrline

Kharola’s appointment comes at
o time when Air Indin's opera-
tions is under heightened scruti-
ny since a crash of a Boeing 787
arcraft last year which killed 260
peaple. Though a preliminary in-
vestlgntion hasn't indicated any
fault with the airerafl or the airll-
ne's engineering practices as a re-
ason for thecrash

In the past two years, civil avia-

S

tlon reguli- ‘\U‘

tor, the Directora-

te General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has sent 84 show cause
notices to the aldine, according
to data presented in the parlin
ment, while its low cost subsidia
Iy Alr Indin Express got 65 noti
ces. In comparison, IndiGo, who
sefleetsize is almost doable, rece
ived 98 notices.

Last week, the regulator penali-
aed Adr Indin Oving an alreran
elght times without an alrworthi-
ness permit. The regulator nlso
blamed CEQ Wilson for the fauli
saving that the lapse has eroded
publics trust in aviation safety,

People aware of the development
sabil that Khamola was handpicked
by Tata Sons Chalrman N
Chandrasekaran. He has been
closely involved in the aldi-
ne's opperations sinee the
crash and is associated with
critical areas of government
interactionsand safety reviews.
“There have been multiple in
stances where Tata group's top le
adership felt that communication
with the government has not been
up to the mark and instances whe-
re senlor povernment officials
choose to deal directly with Tata
growp's top leadership, " salda per
son in know of things
Aviation isa highly regulated bu-
siness and airlines often depend
on government approvals foreriti-
cal things, For instance, Air India
is lobbyving the povernmaent tolet it
use a route through the Chinese
airspace in orderto mitigate the i
nancial burn it is facing due to a
ban on Indian earriers frrom using
Pakistani airspaces
Ailr Indin's rival IndiGo nlso has
also hired career bureaucrats RK
Singh, a former joint secretary ot
the Ministry of Civil Aviation le-
ads the corporate affairs team of
theairline
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IndiGo hired 71 pilots after
disruptions till Feb 10: RTI

YARUGHULLAH KEHAN
Hew Delhi, February 16

INDIGO HIRED 71 Alrbus-cer-
tified pilots, inchuding 31 cap
talns and 40 first officers,
beetween December 5, 2025,
and February 10, 1026, after
theairhne cime un drrrrgu]a
tory seruting overwid espread
flight disruptions in Decem
ber 2025.

Data shared by the Direc-
omteGeneml of Civil Aviation
(GCA) in response to a Right
o Information (RT1) applica
tion filed by FE show that the
airline’s Awrbus fleet crew
strength reseto 2,388 captaing
and 2,234 first officers as of
Febrruary 10, 2026, This

increase came despite crew

i, N

exits during December amd
laEi Ay,

The aidine added 44 Air
bus-certifled pllots, ineuding
11 captains and 2 3 first offi
cers, in Degember and 27 Adr
Brs-ceridhed ;!il ots, in rl""'""".j
10 captains and 17 first offi-
cers, i Jararny,

"As par the subm ssions of
the airfineand data available
with CPO (FSD), the Airbus
et crew st mength mensased io
1,388 captainsand 2,234 first
officers a3 af 10.02.2026,
despite reported crew mlmses
during December 2025 and
|.'||.'||.|.'||:§.r 2026, the DGEA said

IndiGo inducted two cap-
tainson December 17, 50 first
officers on lanuary

1, anather
20 _
e

-

aptain on [anuary 7. fifryaddi

tional first officers on January
15, one senior first officeron
lanuary 15, amd thres addi-
tional captains on Janoary 20,
aecording to the regulator’s
Espanse Al the sametime, the
alrfine has projected attrition
of 8l o ptamsa nad 12 farst offi

cers over thenext six mon the,

The h:Tlng Fu;uh CORTIES A%
IndiGo works to meet tighter
Might duty thme lmitaton
(FDTL) norms introduced by
the regulator. The aleline had
unti] February 10 to deman
strate adequate pilot streongth
miling which /t risks further
operational restrictbons In
December, severs crew short
ages led to large-scale dis-

ruprtions, rlr:-mpding the
DG Ao cap IndiGo s winter
scheduleby 1084,

The regulator added that
InchiGo has also expanded
standby utilisation over the
ST PIETIL'IIJ
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Anthropic ties up with Air
India, Cognizant in Al push

Bloomberg
feedback@livemint.com

Anthropic PBC is embedding its
marquee Al coding agent within
prominent Indian firms includ-
ing its flag carrier and an out-
sourcing giant, aiming to
quicken artificial intelligence
adoption across the world's most
populous nation.

Air India Ltd. is using Claude
Code to create custom software,
while Cognizant Technology
Solutions Corp. is deploying the
agent to 350,000 employees glo-
bally to modernize legacy sys-
tems, Anthropic said in a state-
ment on Monday:.

“India’s adoption is even more
extreme compared with the rest
of the world,” said co-founder
Dario Amodei, a physicist-
turned-startup founder who's
hosting his company’'s Builder
Summit in India this week. “We
can do experiments with hun-
dreds of millions of people.”

Amodei arrived in India days
after Anthropic’s latest Al tools
— including agents that auto-
mate certain corporate work
tasks such as research — played
a central role in a widening
global stock rout.

Investors are dumping the
stocks of any company, in fields
as disparate as real estate and
wealth management, seen at risk
of getting displaced by technol-
ogy.
That selloff hit India’s $300

Dario Amodei, chief executive officer, Anthropic.

billion IT services sector espe-
cially hard, triggering its sharp-
est stock rout in nearly a year.

At the same time, investors
worty that spending on data cen-
ters by Amazon.com Inc., Meta
Platforms Inc., Microsoft Corp.
and Alphabet Inc. is outpacing
the adoption of artificial intelli-
gence over the long run.
Anthropic has said it would
spend $50 billion to build data
centers in the US. It also plans to
use tens of billions of dollars
worth of specialized Al chips
from Google. Still, those invest-
ments are dwarfed by OpenAl,
which has committed to spend
more than $1.4 trillion on Al
infrastructure in the coming
years.

Amodei, who opened
Anthropic's office in Bangalore
on Monday, will this week join

REUTERS

fellow Al luminaries including
Sundar Pichai of Alphabet and
OpenAl's Sam Altman at one of
the world's largest artificial
intelligence conferences.

The India Al Impact summit
offers Prime Minister Narendra
Modi a chance to showcase
India’s vast tech-savvy popula-
tion and engineering talent as
forces that could tilt the next
phase of the global Al race in its
favor. Anthropic hopes to playa
key role in that evolution.

“We are seeing cool applica-
tions in Indian languages — in
education, legal, farming — that
are bringing Al into digital infra-
structure,” Amodei told a room-
ful of developers at the Summit,
adding that the company’s reve-
nue run rate from [ndia had dou-
bled since he last visited the

country four months ago.

(CEO: ANTHROPIC'S
REVENUE RATE
DOUBLED IN INDIA
IN 4 MONTHS

BENGALURU: Anthropic's reve-
nue run-rate in India has dou-
bled in four months, chief exec-
utive officer Dario Amodei said
on Monday, underscoring the
rapid adoption of the Al
startup’s Claude coding product
in the country.

Anthropic, which announced
its India expansion in October
2025 and opened its Bengaluru
office on Monday, said the
world’'s most populous country
is the largest market for its
Claude Al model after the
United States.

“Anthropic’s business run-
rate revenue within India has
doubled over the last four
months, and Claude Code may
have even grown faster,” said
Amodei at the firm's Builder
Summit in Bengaluru, without
disclosing specifics.

The Amazon and Alphabet-
backed startup raised $30 bil-
lion in a funding round last
week that valued the Al firm at
$380 billion,

Anthropic has leaned heavily
into the enterprise Al market,
after Claude Code received
strong reception from develop-
ers since it was made generally
available last May. REUTERS
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180 stranded: Spicelet’s 8-hour ordeal

OUR BUREAL

Calcutta: A SpleeJet flight to
Mumbad, originally scheduled
to depart from the Calcutta
airport at 5am on Sunday,
was Initlally rescheduled for
3.25am but ultimately took off
at NooT.

Around 180 passengers on
Flight SG9666 had to endure
a delay that lasted more than
elght hours. A significant
number missed their con-
necting flights from Mum-
bal. Moreover, many others
claimed that there was a lack
of conslstency in the commu-
nication from the airline’'s
ground staff.

Gate 101, the designated
boarding area, was congested
and lacked sufficlent seating,
compelling numerous passen-
gers to elther stand or sit on
the ground.

A Calcuttan now settled in
Mumbal was among the pas-
sengers. Nandinl Roy, in her
late 40s, was travelling with
her son and daughter. “Itwasa
horrible experience, to say the
least,” sald Nandini, who lives

SpiceJet passengers to Mumbai wait near Gate no 101 of the Caloutta airport on Sunday

In Dahisar, a northern suburb
of Mumbai. She had come to
Calcutta after a death in her
family.

Her son 1s In Class IX and
has his exams firom Monday.

“I had booked an early
morning fllght because [ want-
ed to reach my home in Mum-
bal as soon as possible, My
s0n neads time to prepare for
the exam. But the entre plan
went for a toss,” sald Nandin,
whose family home 1s in Hati-

bagan In north Calcutta.

She recelved a message
around midnight that her
flight had been rescheduled
for 3.25am. She went to the
alrport around 1am. What fiol-
lowed was an ordeal that last-
od hours,

During the next elght
hours, Nandini received four
messages, each announcing a
new departure time. The first
one sald 5.05am; the second
one pushed it back to Bam; the

third one sald 9am, while the
last said 11.30am.

“Boarding began around
11.30am and the flight finally
departad at 12.10pm,” Nandini
said

Nandini and several other
passengors alleged poor com-
munication from the ground
staff.

“Wea were first told that
there were some technical
problems that caused the
delay. Then, they sald that a

flight from Mumbai will reach
Calcutta and take us back to
Mumbal. A third time, another
staff member said that there
was a problem in getting the
ground clearance,” said an-
other passenger, who did not
want to be named.

“Many passengers had to
spend hours standing or sit-
ting on the floor because the
number of chalrs was far less
than the number of passen-
gors waiting at the boarding
area. Many passengers wene
agltated and had heated ar-
guments with the staff, who
pleaded helplessness,” the
passenger sald.

Spleedet blamed the delay
on “operational 1ssues™.

“SG Flight 9666, dated 15
February 2026, scheduled to
operate from Kolkata to Mum-
bal, was delayed due to opera-
tional issues in the previous
rotation of the aircraft, The
flight was further delayed due
to a Notam (Notice to Alrmen)
in Mumbai i1l 4am. The incon-
varjence caused to the passon-
gers 1s deeply regrerted.” sald
a spokesperson for the carrler.
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