AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

el il vted U]

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES

PATNA

16 FEBRUARY 2025

Russian firm to build Bihta airport
in Bihar, reveals CM Nitish’s office

Ruchir Kumar

ruchirkumar @hindustantimes.com

PATNA: The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) has issued the
work order to a Russian com-
pany for the construction of the
much-awaited airport at Bihta in
Patna, said a press release issued
by the Bihar chief minister's
office here on Saturday.

The Bihar government had
earlier given 108 acres land to
the AAI for the construction of
the terminal building while
agreeing to the development of
the Bihta airport as a brownfield
project, in addition to the capac-
ity addition at Patna airport,
which was 15 lan {approx) apart.

The project, expected to be

completed by 2027, would be
built at Rs 459.99 crore (exclud-
ing GST), which was 30.52% less
than the earlier estimated costof
Rs 665.85 crore, said the release.
As much as Rs 438 crore would
be spent on construction and Rs
21.99 crore on operation and
maintenance.

The project envisions the con-
struction of a new integrated ter-
minal building, utility building,
elevated road and building a
comprehensive airport system at
Bihta. The technical bid was
opened on November 21, 2024
and the financial bid on Decem-
ber 20, 2024 through the central
public procurement portal.

The AAI has directed the Rus-
sian firm to submit proposals of

at least three design consultants
within 10 days. The final design
for the interior of the terminal
building will be selected after
technical evaluation of these
proposals.

The Bihta airport was being
constructed to reduce the
increasing passenger pressure at
Pama airport. The construction
of this new terminal will
strengthen air connectivity in
Patna and surrounding areas,
giving a new dimension to the
economic and industrial
progress of Bihar. The airport
will have the capacity to handle
3,000 passengers at a time and
10 parking bays for the parking
of A-321, B-737-800, A-320 type
aircraft will be built.
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AAIl organises
workshop on
infra projects

~

Atwo days’ workshop on major
infrastructure projects at AAl
airports, was being organised
by Airports Authority of India
from 14 to 15 February in New
Delhi. Rammohan Naidu Kin-
jarapu, Union Minister of Civil
Aviation in the august presence
of Murlidhar Mohol, Union
Minister of State for Civil Avi-
ation and Cooperation presided
over the opening ceremony
of the workshop. Vumlunmang
Vualnam, Secretary, Ministry
of Civil Aviation, Vipin Kumar,
chairman, Airports Authority
of India, and senior officials
from MoCA, AAL DGCA, BCAS,
and other distinguished stake-
holders & industry partners
were also present on the occa-
sion. Murlidhar Mohol said,
“AAl remains a cornerstone
in achieving the government
of India's ambitious vision of
Viksit Bharat @2047, shaping
the trajectory of India's aviation
landscape for years to come.”
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Bengaluru airport ahead of Chennai
in international passenger traffic

—
TE Raja Simhan
Chonrail
Bengaluru airport continues
ta be ahead of Chennal air
port in terms of interna-
tional passenger handling
since October, socording to
Airports Authoricy of India
(AAD) datn. Tanuary numbers
are vet tobe released,

AAL data also show that in
December 2024, Chennai
had 3397 internationa] air-

craft movement as against
3,291 in December 2023 —
up 106 flights. In compar-
ison, Bengaluru had 3,200 in
December 2024 a8 against
2497 a year ago — up 703
flights. The AAl-controlled
Chennai airport is losing out
w the private-run Kem-
przowda Internstional Adr-
port, Bengalury, doe toa lack
of imbernational connectiv-
itw. A lot of business travel-
lers from Chennu are trans-
iring via Rengaluru for better
connectivity, said o source.
According  t  Jagan-
TLTaYan Padmunabhan,
Senior Director ar CRISIL,
factors like better airport in-
trastructure, higher numhber
of wide-bodied aircraft oper-
arions and coverage of more
destinations and countrics
by Bengaluru airport con
tributed to the gap.

In Dctober, Bengaluro air-
port handled 4.9 fakh inter
national passengers, a 24.3
per cent om-year risc, sur-
passing Chennai's 4.5 lakh,
even though Chennai led
from April to Oetober 2024
(336 lakh vs Bengalur's
31.7 lakh}, he zaid. Chennaoi
airport hed the smallest par-
celofland {1,300 acres) com-
pared to Delh (5,100 acres),
Hyderabad {5,508 acres) and
Bengmluru (4,008  acres?,
Tamil Madu Finance Minis-
ter Thangum Thennurasu
told journalists recently,

Thus, the proposed green-
ficld airpore at Parandur is
indispensable for economic,
industrial and trade develop-
ment a8 the current one can
not handle the estimated
eight crore passengers annu-
lly in the next decade, Then

narasu said,
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Rain not sole culprit:
IIT panel’s T1 verdict

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 16 February

A flawed design, inferior
workmanship, inadequate
maintenance, and major dis-
crepancies between design
and construction were pos-
sible key factors in the col-
lapse of the canopy at
Terminal 1 of the Delhi
Airport on June 28 last year
amid heavy rain, accordingto
the report submitted by the
expert committee appointed
by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA). The
collapse had killed a 45-year
old cab driver, Ramesh
Kumar, and had injured at
least eight others.

Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL),
which operates India’s largest
airport, dismissed the report
as “inaccurate”, claiming it
relied on “probabilities,
hypothesis, and conjectures”
rather than empirical data or
complete documentation.
However, the operator said it
had not provided all doc-
uments to the committee

The roof of Delhl an'port s T1 collapsed amid heavy rainfall
on June 28,2024, killing one and injuring eight FILE: PTI

during the investigation.
DIAL attributed the roof
collapse solely to incessant
rainfall — the highest in the
region since 1936 —which led
to water accumulation
exceeding the structure's
load-bearing capacity, stating
it was beyond their control.
A three-member panel of
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi and
II'T Jammu civil engineering
professors — Dipti Ranjan
Sahoo, K N Jha, and Deepak
Yadav — submitted its report
on October 1, 2024. Two
weeks later, the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
issued a show-cause notice to

DIAL, citing a “grave and
inescapable lapse” on the
operator’s part.

DIAL responded on
December 10, 2024, followed
by further clarifications
earlier this month — on
February 4, 2025. The AAI,
which works under the mini-
stry of civil aviation, is yet to
take a final decision on this
matter, according to sources.

Business Standard has
reviewed multiple doc-
uments related to this
matter. The DGCA, IIT Delhi,
and the ministry of civil
aviation did not respond
to queries sent by this
newspaper. Turn to Page 8 b

Panel found discrepancies between
design drawings, actual construction




Sacial technologist
and entreprenawr,
founder of Mapunity
and co-founder,
Lithium, wakes up
with hope for the
city and society, goes
tobed with asigh,
repeats cycle
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Airport I1: Bidadi ticks right boxes but can development catch up?

empegowda International Airport {K1A),
located in the distant northeast of the
galuru metropolitan region, is incon-
venient for residentsand businessesina signifi-
cant portion of the city, particularly those in the
southern suburbs. The incomplete Peripheral
Ring Road is partly responsible for this, but as
the city continues its sprawl ourwards on Ho-
sur Road, Sarjapura Road and Mysuru Road,
KIA will continue to seem remaote to millions
of residents.

Those looking for a solution sometimes find
hope in talk of an airport in Hosur, across the
state border. Across the southern suburhs that
together have more than 5 million residents,
many would see that as a good option for their
air travel needs, From Karnataka's viewpoint,
horwever, this would be a loss, asitwould almost
certainly drag much of the regional develop-
mentintoareaswithin Tamil Nadu, rather than
within our state, This lack of an airport in the
west and south is not the only transit deficit.

South Bengaluru also does not have a major
railwayterminus. In fact, these thingsare partof
aconsistent pattern of uneven growth in differ-
ent directions. While the east, north and south
have experienced explosive development, the
western and southwestern regions have lagged
behind, creating aspatial disparity in economic
opportunity and infrastructure,

What Bengaluru needs now isan integrated
response to these multiple challenges - the rel-
atively weaker growth in one half of the region,
the lack of key air and rail infrastructure, and
the sprawl towards borders rather than within
Karnataka, The northeastis also more arid than
the south-west, which means that future growth
along the same ines as the past will putimmense
pressure on natural resources. The solution is
in Bidadi.

Aradistance of 32 km from thecity, the town
isalmost exactlythe same distance tothe south-
west of Bengaluru as KIA is to the northeast. If
the second airport were to be located here, it

would provide symmetry to air travel for resi-
dentsin thecity region, giving them reasonable
aceess to one of the two airports regardless of
where they live.

Bidadi is also in close proximity to key high-
waysthateither already existorare under devel-
opment. The Mysuruexpressway and the NICE
corridor passclosetothe town. STRR tooiswith-
in reach, and would connect to several towns
throughoutsoutheastern Karnataka. The Bidadi
railway station, close to the Mysuruexpressway,
isnow asmall station atrwhich a limited number
oftrains halt. If properly integratedinto the rest
of the city’s rail infrastructure and developed
into a modern station like the one at Byappana-
halli, it could easily become a terminus for train
services toother parts of the country too.

During the last two decades, governments
have announced plans for large-scale devel-
opment around Bidadi. Not too far away is the
Nadaprabhu Kempegowda Layout, the first
BDAlayoutina long time, A new satellite town-

ship near Harohalli was recently mooted. The
proposal for asatellite township near Solurwas
also once spoken of. Along the NICE corridor,
extensive lands were acquired to develop large
new townships. Together, these developments
could house up to three million residents, But
these plans have all made slow progress.

By notifving these lands, the government has
effectivelyblocked private property owners from
developing them. Asa result, the region has not
seen growthinjobs. However, thereisa baseline
offactory jobs in this region. Large manufactur-
ing companies have operations at the industrial
township not far from Bidadi, and there are a
few other industrial parks not too far away. On
multiple counts, therefore - location within the
cityregion, access to highwaysand radl lines, land
for new development - the region around Bidadi
is well suited for the second airport.

Bui beyond an airport, we must accelerate
development of the stalled and slow housing
plans in various lavouts. An underground rail-

way station at the new airport, also served by
Namma Metro, would provide multi-modal
connectivity. The airport must also be connect-
ed tothe Mysuru Expressway, NICE Road, and
the STRR. The responsibility for these projects
is scartered across agencies - BDA, BWSSB,
BMRDA, BMLTA and others. The Metropolitan
Planning Commirtee, mandated by the Consti-
tution, remains on paper. This kind of ad hoc
and fractured planning must end. By whatever
method the government eventually chooses,
the development envisioned here in addition
to the airport must be part of a common South
Bengaluru Plan,

We need a shift from tactical, short-sighted
approaches to a strategic, long-term vision for
Bengaluru. Our challengesareinterconnected,
and we therefore need a comprehensive, inte-
grated solution, Only that will transform South
Bengaluru beyond a mere name change and
contribute to the region's balanced growth and
PIOSPETILY,
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Staffing key to smooth
soaring in Indian aviation

AsIndia's aviation sector expands, staff training and retention must be accelerated in

ASHWINI PHADNIS

Imost a year after the
Covid-19 pandemie, the
dian aviation sector began

tadeliver one good news after
another. Airlines not only reached
pre-Covid levels ol passengers, but
even surpassed those numbers.

On the heels of this also came
major orders for aircraft. The
sector created waves globally
whenit ordered 1,300 aircraft.
IndiGo ordered 500 Airbus A320
aircraftin June 2023. This was
soon followed by Air India, which
ordered 470 aircraft from Boeing
and Airbus, which included 70
wide-body aircraft which could
fly o Europe, Australia, Africa,
US and Canada. Akasa Airalso
ordered aircraft, and both IndiGo
and Air India added more aircraft
to their earlier orders.

In another bit of good news,
India is expected to add 20 new
airports in the coming years. How-
ever, is all this news that good?
After all, having aircraft armed
with the latest technology and
more airports is only one side of
the story. An equally, if not more,
crucial side is the workforce need-
ed to operate these aireraft. And
this is where the story changes.

Simplistically speaking, the
manpower needed for running the
civil aviation sector includes the
cockpit crew, air traffic controllers
{ATCs), engineers, cabin crew and
ground staff. Let's consider these
areas one by one.

First, the ATCs. The ATC Guild

ordertosupport the progress

L " ¥ = =
e -

Researchers estimate there will be a 5 to 10% deficitin airline staff in the
near future in India. In pic, passengers board a flight at the Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose International Airportin Kolkata,

claims that there is a shortage of
about 1,500 air traffic controllers
in India ar the moment. There are
about 4,060 trained ATC mem-
bers in India, while the sanctioned
strength was 5,537 as 0f 2024. The
Guild claims that hiring new ATCs
isa slow process, worsened by

the fact that it takes between two
tothree years of training for an
ATC to be able to take a seatin the
tower. Major metro-wise breakup
requirements for ATCs are not
available with the Guild.

The situation is no better when
it comes to the other personnel.
Earlier this month, in its Com-
mercial Market Outlook for South
Asia, Boeing forecast that the
demand for pilots, cabin crew and

technicians will quadruple to 1.29
lakh by 2043 alongside commer-
cial airplane fleet expansion. This
represents the fastest growth
rate in any region globally. While
the outlook is for South Asia, a
majority of the demand will come
from India.

The Handbook of Civil Aviation
Statistics 2023-24 (the latest
available in the public domain on
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation website) shows that the
human resources of scheduled
airlines stood at close to 73,000,
Thisincluded 9,390 pilots and
co-pilots, 19,677 cabin crew and
4,532 maintenance and overhaul
personnel as of 2022-23.

» Staffing inaviation, Page 2
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Noida Airport: Authorities push for wider rds

Traffic concerns grow as Noida Airport nears completion

DIPIKA KIROLA ment of thousands of vehides
via numerous routes connect-
NOIDA: With the commence- ing MNoida International and

ment of light operations from
the Noida International Air-
port under construction in
Jewar, Greater Moida, vehicu-
lar traffic volume is expected
o intensify. Without timely
implementation of substan-
tHal measures by concerned
authorities,  airport-bound
travellers mlghl. encounter
severe congestion.

According 1o police,
Considering the anticipated
vehicular pressure, Police
Commissioner Gautam Bud-
dha Nagar Laxmi Singh has
writlen 1o the Chiel Executive
Officer (CEO) of the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Devel-
apment Authority (YEIDA)
Arun Vir Singh regarding the
expanston of all ink roads and
thoroughfares surrounding
Moida International Airport
and Domestic Adrport.

“The existing 6-lane
Yamiina Expressway travers-
ing Jewar Airport is slated for
expansion to 8 lanes. The Noida
International Domestic Adr-
port construction in Commis-
stoner Gautam Buddha Nagar
Jewar is progressing swiftly,
antictpated to be aperational
imminently. The airport devel-
opment encompasses 2 phases”
said a senior police officer.

Paolice said that Initially, the
airport shall featire two run-

ways, expanding to 5 runways
ini the subsequent phase,

The preliminary phase
capacity is projected at 70
million, escalating to 225

million annua]]}' in  the
second phase.

“Adrport operations shall
lacilitate increased movement
of domestic and international
travellers. Presently, diverse
vehicular traffic continues
te surge. The cargo terminal
shall generale diu']}' FTROVE-

Moida Domestic Airport. The
MNoida Expressway currently
accommodates approximately
10 lakh vehicles daily] the
officer added.

These roads and link roads
serve vehicles, individuals,
labourers, farmers and goods
transporters from numer-
ous districts including Noida,
Greater Nodda, Hapur, Buland-
shahr, Aligarh and Mathura,

“The Police Commis-
sioner indicates escalating
vehicular pressure on all air
port-connecting roads. Con-
sequently, road widening is
crucial for ensuring smooth
traffic flow and accessibility
for both locals and visitors.
The matter awaits consider-
ation following submission to
the Chiel Executive Officer of
Yamuna Development Author-

iy, the afficer informed.
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Bengaluru airport to have train connectivity to city

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE &
BENGALURU/NEW DELHI

Tu beat the chronic traffic
problem in silicon city
Bengaluruy, the Indian
Railways in a first of its kind
has announced to connect the
metropolitan to the Bengaluru
Airport. Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said that, in
addition to road, metro rail,
and suburban railway services
provided by the State
government, Indian Railways
will also introduce a train
travel option from
Kempegowda International
Airport to Bengaluru city.

However, he noted that a few
technical challenges need to be
addressed before this can be
implemented and the Railway

team is working on resolving

them. Addressing media,
Vaishnaw said that people
currently have access to
Bengaluru airport via Metro
Rail, road, and the suburban
railway project managed by
the Rail Infrastructure
Development Company
(Karnataka) (K-RIDE).

K-RIDE, a joint venture
between the Centre and the

state, is under construction
and aims to enhance urban rail
connectivity. “Apart from
Metro Rail, road and K-RIDE,
we are also creating a railway
connectivity option to the
airport,” Vaishnaw said. He
recalled that during his last
visit, he travelled by train from
the airport to the city.

“I realised it was a

comfortable 40 to 45-minute
ride. However, there were
some  technical  issues,
particularly the need to
construct a rail flyover. The
team has now completed the
necessary work and they
presented the concept to me
today. I will share it with vou
soon. This will brin
significant relief to the people,
the Minister said.
He also emphasised the
importance of suburban and
metro projects for Bengaluru,
a city with a population of 1.5
crore. “It's a very large city, and
we need to rapidly expand
metro and suburban  rail
networks. The state and
Centre must work in a
synchronised manner,” he
pointed out.

Continued on page 6

From page 1

Vaishnaw mentioned that
during his visits, he has been
reviewing the progress of the
K-RIDE suburban railway
prq]a.l in detail. “Each time,
jor challenge has been connected to the city by seven
ack of technical railway spokes. About a year
and a half ago, we introduced
a circular rail
he explained. The

pcrsnn.nel. I will request the
state government to appoint a
full-time MD from the network’

Railway
Without this, progress will be
slow,” he said.

Regarding the circular rail
project around Bengaluru, he
said the concept has now been
finalised.

the idea o

Bengaluru airport to have train...

Minister also addressed issues
related to metro train
manufacturing.

“Although this does not fall
under the railway’s purview,
we will do our best to ensure
that the people of Bengaluru
get gunf facilities, which is
the priority. We should not
get into whether this falls
under the state or Centre's
domain,” he pointed out.
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MUMBAI AIRPORT SINKS TO ROCK BOTTOM
WITH JUST 2. ()% GROWTH IN AIR TRAFFIC

The Mumbai airport has fallen to the
bottom with only 2.6 % growth in air
traffic in the first three quarters of this
fiscal. In the three years post the COVID
pandemic in 2020, the city airport had
registered the highest air traffic growth
among metro airports in India. A look at
air transport data from airports across
India April to Dec 2024

ACROSS INDIAN AIRPORTS

@ Hyderabad topped the list of metros
with about 15% growth in air traffic,
followed by Bengaluru at 10%, Delhi at 6

% and Chennai and Kolkata
"\ around 5%
\fé\' ® Mumbai's poor air traffic
growth is attributable to poor

domestic flights growth of ’ ;
0.2%, international traffic growth was .
curtailel.‘lfji iﬂeﬁ?gﬁﬁgﬁf?m at ; h%umbaj::port o Iu':'.lest ;:a;;:ngﬁ;l MFALERTR. sE
affic growth among metros a while . :
Mumbai to improve the on-time perfor- Delhi at about & %, Bengaluru 11%, Hy- g m“-“_ri" “E_ﬁ 5":'919 runway
mance of departure flights derabad 15%, Chennai 5% and Kolkata which has stifled its air traffic

@ Airports with max which is scheduled to begin

growth were smaller commercial operations this year
ones like Hyderabad at P 3

87%, Diu 60%, Ludhiana 90%. will help reduce the demand-supply
These airports handle a small volume. Like gap in air transportation for the

Ludhiana handled 328 flights in Apr-Dec | pMumbai Metropolitan region
24, which was a big growth compared
to 172 during the same period in 2023 — An airport official

amwmn,  about 10% fared better @ growth. The Navi Mumbai airport

Source: Airports Authority of india.
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Oman Air debuts
all-economy aircraft
—

Musmbak: Cirman &ir has debuted

its alt-econamy 18%-sazt

Boeing 737 M aircralt to

Kaozhikode and L u-:l-tm:wtc
el rlwr Lf far

tr: .:mel = will I::E p e :uf tha

airtir ubefles Cman &ir

Eannect along r.:u..rtes to the

Indian subcontinant, Africa and

within 'Wesl Asia cimmme
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ePlaneand ICATT
sign $1bn deal for
788 air ambulances

SHINE JACOB
Chennai, 16 February

The ePlane Company, a pio-
neer in compact flying electric
taxis and urban air ambulance
solutions, has announced a
strategic partnership with
International Critical-care Air
Transfer Team
(ICATT), which
could revolution-
ise emergency

Through this
partnership,

ICATT aims to

imately 463 deaths per day in
road accidents in 2022.

The overwhelming
demand for faster medical
transport solutions is further
highlighted by the national
108 emergency helpline,
which receives between
3,000 and 4,000 calls per day
per state.

Through this
partnership, ICATT
aims to build India’s

medical resp- 5 2 most extensive air
onse in India. build India’s ambulance network,

ICATT, which [PREBEEAENENES  ensuring that no crit-
providesaworld- FELLELIENTE ical patient is left

class air ambu- [LLlS

lance service in
India, will pro-
cure 788 air ambulances from
ePlane, ensuring rapid medi-
cal intervention across all dis-
tricts in the country.

The actual commercials of
the transaction shall be
mutually agreed between the
companies closer to the deliv-
ery dates with a total value
upwards of $1 billion, the com-
pany said in a statement.

India recorded approx-

without access to
life-saving care due
to geographical bar-
riers. ICATT will offer its tech-
nical insights and operational
expertise to ensure ePlane’s
aircraft meets the e-air-ambu-
lance mission standards. This
initiative seeks to signifi-
cantly reduce response times
for the transport of patients,
organs, life saving medicines
& medical equipment, par-
ticularly in rural and acci-
dent-prone areas.
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More than 29,500
registered drones in
India: Official data

MORE THAN 29,500
|= drones are regstered
= in india, with Dalhi
having the maximum
number at & 882 followed |'l:,-
Tamil Madv and Maharashtraat
4, 588 and 4,132, respectively.
The DGCAupdated till lBnuary
2% showed that there were
2% 501 registered drones. — FTI
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STA STICS Aslice of life in numbers

What Frustrates Indian Flyers Most?
Sky-High Fares & Never-Ending Delays

Govt received the highest number of complaints about ticketing and
refunds by air travellers, followed by flight delays in 2024

TYPES OF COMPLAINTS, (% of total) Check-in
b uar’ding Staff and crew

Baggage 17.3 behaviour 2.8

Flight Meal L.4
delays 26

Ticketing, Maintenance 1.3

fares and
refunds
305

Cleanliness 0.3

8 ' Other 9.2
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India registers over
29,500 drones

PPTIm NEW DELHI

are than 28,500 drones ane
qi:lun.ul in India, with

the national capital having the
maximum number af 4 BR2,
sccording to afficial data.
After the national r.a.p'iLa]. the
laghest oumbers of ﬂq_.:islurul
drones are in Tamil Madu and
Malaradhira 2 4,588 and 4,132,
respeclively.
The data from the Direclorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DMGEA) upcated ] January
20 showed that there were
29501 registered drones.
(nher states that have a hi.g]l.
ramber aof reglslul:m] drones
inchsde Haryana {3689},
Farnataka (1516), Telangara
(1928}, Gujarat (1338) and
Kesala (1.31B), as per the data
shared by the civil aviation
ministry with the Rajya Sabha
this week
S0 far, the regubtor has isued
96 Type Certilicates 1o diflerent
Unmanned Afrcrafl System
(LAS) models or drones, and
oul of then, 63 modes ane for
agricuflure  purpose.  Each
rups!e:md: drone is saied a
Unicjue Idemtification Nurmsber
(UIN) from the Degital Sky

Plaform, which is operated by
the DGCA. DGCA-auharise
Remaote Pilot Training
"..'Prt:;mi.ldmu {RPTO=] have
ismued 22466 Remote Pilo
Certificates (RPCs).
Sharing the data as part of a
writlen reply, Minister of State
for Civil Aviation Muoridhar
Mohol also said the central
government has taken varius
steps 10 increase the wsaye of
drwise  technology  across
variogs seclors. Among other
mensures, the  minisiry
amendsal narms in 1 st
year wherehy the mequirement
ol passpoit bor the regstation
de-registration/ transfer of
dmine was scrapped
Since then, voler [0, ration cand
or drivimy Beence can be wsed
foe :w_!.:u!raliun and  de-
regisration  or transder ol
drones. There is 2 drone
airspace map, which is divided
inlo three #omes - green, yellow
and red.
There 8 no need for prior
permision (o operate drones in
the sone while the Air
Tralfic Control [ATC)
concerned has o approve
operations ol drones in the
yellow rone.
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Flight to SL
develops a
snag before
the takeoff

Tmes NEws NETWORK

Chennai: A 5r1 Lankan Airli-
nes flight bound for Colombo
experienced a mechanical is-
sue while taxiing at Chennai
International Airport on Sa-
turday morning, forcing the
pilots to make an emergency
stop on the runway.

The incident occurred just
before the scheduled departu-

re time of 9.40am when the pi-
lot detected the mechanical is-
sue and halted the aircraft.
The flight was carrying 168
passengers and eight crew
members, all of who were sa-
fely deplaned and accommo-
dated inairport lounges.

Once the glitch was rectifi-
ed, the flight was rescheduled
to12.04pm.
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