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Hosur airport to span 2,000 acres and have two
runways; second level of study to finalise site begins

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

With two runways, the Ho-
sur airport will be built ov-
er 2,000 acres. The se-
cond level of the study of
the two shortlisted sites
has begun.

While the first site is sit-
uated 1.5 km from the priv-
ate airstrip operated by Ta-
neja  Aerospace and
Aviation Limited (TAAL),
the second one is 15.5 km
away, near Ulagam (east of
Hosur and north of Shoo-
lagiri), sources said.

The Tamil Nadu govern-

After the State
government finalises
the site, it would have
to obtain permission
from Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited
and the Ministry of
Defence

ment announced in June
last year that it would
build an airport at Hosur
in Krishnagiri district,
which is home to numer-
ous automobile and manu-
facturing units. As it is
close to Bengaluru, resi-

dents of the southern parts
of the city may find it ea-
sier to access Hosur air-
port.

In September, teams
from the Airports Authori-
ty of India (AAI) and Tamil
Nadu Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation (TIDCO)
studied five sites — TAAL,
1.5 km south of Hosur air-
strip; the one near Ula-
gam; a site near Thogarai
Agraharam; another one
near Ulagam; and the last
site near Dhasapalli.

After carrying out a
feasibility study, AAI pre-
sented a draft report de-

tailing the pros and cons of
each site. Based on its re-
commendations, two sites
were shortlisted by the
State government and
communicated to AAL

AAI has now begun the
study to delve further into
each of the two sites, and
its report would be ready
in two months, sources
said.

After the State govern-
ment finalises the site, it
would have to obtain per-
mission from Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited and
the Ministry of Defence.
“Once the site is decided,

the next step will be land
acquisition for the pro-
ject,” a source said.

The State government
has also held discussions
with Bangalore Interna-
tional Airport Limited
(BIAL), but sources said it
was not clear if BIAL
would be interested in Ho-
sur airport. Since BIAL had
an agreement with the
Centre under which no in-
ternational airport shall be
constructed within a 150-
km aerial distance till
2033, Tamil Nadu decided
to hold meetings with
them first.
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Faster immigration clearance
at 7 more airports from Jan. 16

AGE CORRESPONDENT ‘Viksit Bharat'@2047 cation is sucecessful, the e

NEW DELHI, JAN. 15

A fast-track immigration
process for pre-verified
Indian nationals and
Overseas Citizen of India
(OCI) cardholders will be
rolled out at Mumbai,
Chennai, Kolkata and four
other major airports from
Thursday. Union home
minister Amit Shah will
inaugurate the “fast track
immigration” — Trusted
Traveller Programme
(FTI-TTP)" for the seven
airports from Ahmedabad
on Thursday

On June 20 last year, he
had launched the FTI-TTP
from Terminal-2 of Indira

Gandhi International
Ajrport (IGI) in New
Delhi.

In the initial phase, it
has been started for
Indian nationals and OCI
cardholders on a gratis
basis. “"Under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Maodi, the “Fast
Track Immigration —
Trusted Traveller
Programme’ is a signifi.
cant initiative under the

vision. Its objective is to
provide world-class immi-
gration facilities to trav-
ellers, making interna-
tional travel seamless and
secure.” the home min-
istry said in a statement.

The FTI-TTP has been
implemented through an
online portal:
hitps://ftittp.mha.gov.in.
To enrol in this pro-
gramme, applicants need
to complete online regis-
tration by filling in their
details and uploading the
required documents on
the portal,

The biometric data of
the registered applicants
will be captured either at
the foreigners regional
registration office (FRRO)
or while passing through
the airport.

Registered travellers
will need to scan their air-
line-issued boarding pass
at the e-gate, followed by
scanning thelir passport.

At both the arrival and
departure points, the pas-
senger's biometrics will
be authenticated at the e-
gates, Once this authenti-

gate will automatically
open, and immigration
clearance will be deemed
granted,

The FTI-TTP is similar
to the global entry pro-
gramme offered by the
United States that allows
expedited clearance for
pre-approved,  low-risk
travellers upon arrival in
America in select air-
ports, an official said.

It is designed for faster,
smoother and safer immi-
gration clearance for
international travellers.
Eligible passengers will
be allowed to utilise e
gates and bypass regular
immigration queues for a
seamless journey

The FTI registration will
be valid for a maximum of
five years or until the
validity of the passport,
whichever comes first.
Biometrics is compulsory
for the completion of the
application processing.

The applicants may
ensure a minimum pass-
port validity of at least six
months while applying for
the FTI-TTF
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Mumbai airport sets new record by

—
Cur Bureau
Mumbai

Mumbai airport  handied
over 54.8 million passengers
in CY 2024, the highest ever
Lo date.

Thizs waz &3 per cent
higher than in 2023 and 19.4
per cent more than in 2019,

Traffic growth was led bya
12 per cent increase in
flights, the deplovment of
more high-capacity aircraft
and better seat oocupancy.
For instance, IndiGo is oper-
ating more high-density Air
bus A321 aircraft with 232
seans than in previous vears,

While Delhi, Brengaluru
and Goa were the busicst do-
mestic destinations, Dubai,
London and Aby Dhabi tool
the top three spots on the in
ternational side.

moving 54.8 m pas scnger sin 2024

KEY HILEFH:IHE I:leu.emb.el pe.slcad with passenper traffic
of abowt 1.7 lakh on a single day and 50.5 lakh for the month

In a statement, Mumbai
irport said 2024 was an out
standing year marked by sig-
nificant growthand key mile
stones in passcnger traffic
and operational eficiency.

It rccorded its highest
single-day passenger move-
ment on December 21, hand
ling around 1,70,000 passen-
EELS,

December also emerged as

the busicst month, with 5.05
million passengers, a 3.4 per
cent growth over December
2055,

Mew international destin-
ations  added  include
Tashkent and  Almaty in
Central Asia. New domestic
routes added last year in
clude Deoghar, Rajahmun-
dry, Tirupad, Ayodhya and
Vijayawada.
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B Mumbai Airport Logs
6.3% TrafficGrowthin'24

p p  MUMBAL Mumbal Inter
y{ national Airport logged a
S G 3% year-on-year growth

inpassenger traffic at
S48 crorein 2024, the privale
airport operator Mumbai Inter-
national Airport (MIAL) said on
Thursday, The passenger traffic at the
airport was recorded at 5. 16 crare in
2023 itsaid. The airport also recor-
ded 346,617 air traffic movements,
or departures and arrivals, marking a
3.2% increase over the previous year.
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PRIMACY TO CAPE TOWN CONVENTION IN CASE OF CONFLICT WITH LOCAL LAWS

Cabinet OKs Bill Making it Easier
for Lessors to Take Back Aircraft

Bill reduces moratorium period to max 40 days after airline is admitted for bankruptcy

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The Union cabinet
Thursday approved the Pro-
tection and Enforcement of
Interests in Aircraft Objects
Bill which will allow global
aircraft leasing companies to
repossess planes of Indian
airlines in case of default in
leaserental payments.

The bill will give primacy to
the Cape Town Convention in
the event of conflict with any
other local law, primarily the
[nsolvency and Bankruptcy
Code, 2016. It will now be pre-
sented during the next session
of the Parliament.

People familiar with the matter
said the bill reduces the morato-
rium period to a maximum of 40
days after an airline is admitted
for bankruptcy. This compares
with the global convention of 60-
day moratorium. Lessors reco-
vering their aircraft will have to
clear pending dues like airport
charges and fuel supplier bills
for up to60 days.

The government felt a sense
of urgency to introduce the bill
after the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT)ruling in

Wind of Change

Three Indian airlines have gone
bankrupt in the last decade

2012
2019
2023 [LEICE
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»The Bill, when passed [»The govt ﬁushed »Insolvency
in parliament, will the Bill after aircraft | resolutions
allow lessors to lessors got stuck in | drag for a long
repossess planes long legal battles time in India
within 40 days after | trying to repossess | causing losses
bankruptcy Go First aircraft to lessors
——_— L e ——— ]
CLEAR DUES budget carrier, besides increa-
. sing the lease rentals for other
Lessorsrecovering  indianairlines.
. . The NCLT ruling impacted
aircraft will haveto the confidence of lessors,
. . which are backed by top banks
C|Ear dUES | IkE EIII'DOI't and financing companies, spar-
. kingariseinrisk premiums for
ChEII'gES and fUEI b'"S other Indian airlines, inflating

forupto60days

Go First's case which put a mo-
ratorium on lessors to repos-
sess aircraft. Lessors were
stuck in protracted court batt-
les as they tried to recover air-
craft leased to the bankrupt

their operating cost.

The Aviation Working Group
(AWG), a global aviation lea-
sing body comprising major
aircraftmanufacturersand les-
sors, last week further down-
graded India as lessors have
not been able to repossess their
planes from Go First more than

four months after the airline fi-
led for insolvency.

Following that the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs issued a noti-
fication giving exemption to air-
craft and aircraft engines from
the mandatory moratorium.

Insolvency resolutions in In-
dia tend to continue for long pe-
riods, impacting aircraft lea-
sing companies in the instance
of Go First due to a moratori-
um. Data from the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Board of India
shows that till December, 610
cases have been resolved under
IBC and the average time taken
was more than 600 days.

Although India acceded to the
Cape Town Convention in 2008,
there are no underlying domes-
tic laws to enforce the provi-
sions of the convention. There-
fore, in the event of a conflict
with any domestic airline, the
latter prevails. Lessors, howe-
ver, don’t give importance to
this accession as it is not back-
ed by legislation.

A process to introduce the bill
has been pending for three ye-
ars. While a draft of the bill was
floated multiple times, the Mini-
stry of Civil Aviation hasn't be-
enable to table it in Parliament.
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SHAH ROLLS OUT
FASTER PROCESS
FOR IMMIGRATION
AT SEVEN AIRPORTS

HTC and agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah on Thursday
launched a fast-track immigra-
tion system for pre-verified
Indian nationals and Overseas
Citizen of India (OCI) cardhold-
ers at seven airports.

The programme, called the
“Fast Track Immigration-
Trusted Traveller Programme”
(FTI- TTP), was launched at
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Ben-
galuru, Hyderabad, Cochin and
Ahmedabad airports.

The FTI-TTP is a significant
step to provide world-class
immigration facilities to travel-
lers, making international travel
seamless and secure, an official
release said. “The initiative is
currently running at Indira Gan-
dhi International Airport after it
was launched there in June last
year. Now, it is being introduced
in seven other airports, includ-
ing Ahmedabad. In all, the gov-
ernment plans to start this pro-
gramme at 21 major airports in
the first phase.” it said.

Shah, on X, said, “This new
facility will allow the citizens
and OCI cardholders registered
under the program to circum-
vent the queues in the airports
and avail themselves of immi-
gration clearance instantly by
merely scanning their passports
and boarding passes at e-gates.”
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Tenders to choose concessionaire for
Parandur airport to be floated soon

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tenders to choose the con-
cessionaire, who will
build and manage the se-
cond airport planned at
Parandur in Kancheepu-
ram district, will be floated
by the end of March.

“The draft of the tender
has been prepared and is
being vetted by a team. We
are hoping to get the in-
principle approval from
the Centre by next month.
Once it comes through, we
will be ready to float the

bids to select the conces-
sionaire,” a source said.

A high-level meeting
was held last week and
the State government re-
viewed the rehabilitation
packages planned for the
villagers who would be af-
fected by the project, the
sources said. The Madras
School of Social Work has
been working closely with
the government in prepar-
ing these packages.

The Parandur airport
project, proposed at
329,144 crore, will be con-
structed over 2,172.73 hec-

tares. Out of nearly 1,000
houses that will be affected
due to the airport project,
around 600 houses fall un-
der the Ekanapuram vil-
lage. “[Due to stiff opposi-
tion from the farmers and
villagers], they are not able
to interact much and un-
derstand their needs,” he
added. The rehabilitation
package is likely to be rea-
dy within six months.

The survey and master-
plan work for the new
sites, where residents of 13
villages, who are affected
by the airport project will

be moved to, is also in pro-
gress, another source said.

Meanwhile, the steering
committee of the Centre
comprising various mem-
bers has asked the State go-
vernment to submit a se-
ries of reports as part of
the process to get the envi-
ronmental clearance.

“We were waiting for
the monsoon to get over
and the studies have just
begun. It could take about
six months to complete
and submit the reports to
the steering committee,”
another source said.
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Loop will allow you to drive
from tunnel road to Aerocity

$2 BILLION INVESTMENT

15 lakh sq ft, with 50,000 daily
footfall from those working in

o —

significantly increasing footfall

to connect the runway tunnel

complete in a year

boosting daily footfall tenfold

likely be close to this hub

Current Worldmark Aerocity covers § =-._.=1 __

offices, hotels, F&B, retail & visitors

DIAL is constructing a loop road

directly to Aerocity, expected to

RRTS, bus connectivity. Upcoming
air train's Aerocity station is also

—— M

/R

T
By the end of 2025, an additional 40
lakh sq ft of office space will open,

T—————EETT B B

By March 2027, India’s largest mall, Jﬂ. ~.
spanning 30 lakh sq ft, will open,

-y

- A multi-modal transport hub is' being
developed, featuring metro lines,

oe 9) Operatmnal Worldmark

oo o o ) To open later this year

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Preparations are
onatIGI Airport’s Aerocity to
handle the hugely increased
footfall it will receive before
the year-end when the second
phase of this global business
district (GBD)opens.

A loop is being built that
will lead motorists coming
from the T1 side straight from
further down the tunnel un-
der the runway to Aerocity,
SK Sayal, MD & CEO of
Bharti Real Estate, which is
building this GBD with an in-
vestment of $2 billion, told
TOI on Thursday.

Thefocusisonconnectivity
as Delhi airport is India’s big-
gest aviation hub that handles
over 7 crore passengers annu-
ally. It can almost double its ca-
pacity and its Aerocity is also
coming up proportionately.

The currently operational
Aerocity is spread over 15
lakh square feet and houses
three office buildings (World-
mark 1, 2 & 3), 11 hotels and a
metro station. “As of now, the
daily footfall is about 50,000

people working in offices &
hotels here and visitors. Befo-
re the end of this calendar ye-
ar, four more office buildings
will open in an additional 40
lakh square feet that will also
have some retail portion. DI-
AL is building a loop that will
allow people to drive straight
fromthetunnelroad(fromthe
T1 side) to Aerocity that sho-
uld be ready in about a year.
Then by March 2027, India’s
biggest mall at 30 lakh square
feet (Worldmall) will open he-
re. Footfall will rise about ten-
fold in 2027-28 from the cur-
rentlevels,” Sayal said.

Given the congestion on
Delhi-NCR roads, especially
the major pain point that Gur-
gaon E'way has become, govt
is working on ensuring all
other modes of transport, like
several lines of Delhi Metro
and RRTS (Alwar-Sarai Kale
Khan), converge at IGIA.

The GMR-backed Delhi In-
ternational Airport Ltd is in
the process of building an air
train linking T1, T2/3, cargo
and Aerocity. It is learnt that
the last date for sending requ-
ests for proposals (RFPs) for

@) Worldmall to open by 2027 @) Future develupment

this air train has been exten-
ded to this month-end and the
plan is to have it up and run-
ning by 2027-28.
“Theairtrainstation is go-
ingtobeinterconnected to the
multi-modal transport hub
being built by DIAL near Ae-
rocity,” Saval said. The upco-
ming hub will provide integ-
rated connectivity for Delhi
Metro, RRTS, an ISBT and the
airtraintocater totheeventu-
al peak capacity of IGIA that
could be about 14 crore pas-
sengers annually within the
next decade, and serve as the
gateway to Aerocity that will
soon see four more primarily
office complexes (Worldmark
4,5, 6 & 7); the mall, two more
hotels and the transit hub.
“Aerocity is our statement
to the world that speaks about
the long way India has come
and the direction in which our
country is headed. Our aim is
tobring India’sfinest GBD toli-
fe. It is designed to be the gate-
way for those looking to set up
base in India. Delhi will get the
business, entertainment, shop-
ping and leisure destination of
the future here,” Sayal said.
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Delhi airport saw highest ever traffic in 2024:

At almost 8 crore, Delhi airport handled its highest ever
passenger traffic last year. While the 7.8 crore flyers in 2024
was 8.3% higher than previous year’s 7.2 crore,

international traffic rose by almost 17%, thanks to Air India
and IndiGo adding overseas flights. Domestic travellers
grew 5.5% over 2023, according to Delhi International
Airport Ltd. The country's second busiest airport, Mumbai’s

CSMIA, saw 5.5 crore passengers (domestic and
international) last year, which is 6.3% more than 2023.
DGCA data shows Jan-Nov 2024 saw 14.6 crore domestic
flyers, more than 13.8 crore in same period in 2023. Tnn
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Fast-track immigration system
to be launched at A'bad airport

Times News NeTwore

Ahmedabad: Union home
minister Amit Shah will in-
augurate the Fast Track Im-
migration-Trusted Travel-
ler Programme (FT1-'TTP) at
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel In-
ternational (SVP1) Airport
in Ahmedabad on Thursday.

Besides  Ahmedabad,
this initiative, aimed at ex-
pediting Immigration clea-
rance, will be simultaneous-
Iy rolled out at Mumbai,
Chennai, Kolkata, Bengalu-
ru, Hyderabad and Cochin.

The FTI-TTE initially laun-
ched at Delhi's IGI Airport in
2024, targets pre-verified In-
dian nationals and Overseas
Citizen of India (OCI) card.
holders and ensures seam-
less and secure international
travel,

Enrolment is completed
through an online portal,
where travellers provide per-
sonal and biometricdata. On-
ce registered, passengers by-
pass traditional queues by
scanning their boarding pas-
ses and passports at automa-
ted e-gates. Biometric aut-

hentication finalises the pro-
cess, granting immigration
clearance within moments,

The FTI-TTP will eventu-
ally expand to 21 major air-
ports nationwide, providing
faster, smoother immigra-
tion services similar to the
United States” Global Entry
Program.

The programme will be
implemented in two phases,
In the first phase, Indian citi-
zens and OCI cardholders
will be covered, and in the se-
cond phase, foreign travel-
lers will be coverad,
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Shah to launch fast track

Immigration programme
at 7 major airports today

Tines News NeTwonrk

New Delhi: Expanding the
‘Fast Track Immigration-
Trusted Traveller Pro-
gramme’, which enables fas-
> ter immigra-
tion for pre
i | verified fiyers
through auto-
mated e-gates
based on their
biometric au-
thentication, home minister
Amit Shah will on Thursday
launch the service at the air-
ports in Mumbai, Chennai,
Kolkata, Bengaluru, Hydera-
bad, Cochin, and Ahmedabad,
The programme is already
running successfully at Indi-
ra Gandhi International air-
port here since June 22, 2024,
Asenior home ministry of-
ficial had earlier told TOI that
the FTLTTP has enabled 60%
faster immigration clearance
for those who have enrolled
for it. “Under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra

L]

Modi, the ‘Fast Track Immi-
gration-Trusted  Traveller
Programme” is a significant
initiative under the *Viksit
Bharat'@2047 vision. Its ob-
jective is to provide world-
class immigration facilities to
travellers, making interna-
tional travel seamless and se-
cure,” the home ministry said
inarelease.

Both Indian citizens and
OCI cardholders can avail of
the facility free of cost. Shah
will inaugurate the FTI-TTP
facility at the new airports
from Ahmedabad, taking the
total number of airporis cov-
ered sofar toeight. The plan is
to further expand the pro-
gramme to cover 21 major air-
ports across the country

The FTI-TTP has been im-
plemented through a portal:
https://ftittpomha.govin. To
enroll, applicants need tocom-
plete online registration by
filling in their details and up-
loading the required docu-
ments on the portal.
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Fast-track immigration system to
be launched at 7 airports today

Times News NETWoRK

Ahmedabad: Union home
minister Amit Shah will on
Thursday inaugurate the
Fast Track Immigration
Trusted  Traveller
Programme (FTI-
TTP) at Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel Inter- &
national (SVPI) Air-
port here. This initia-
tive, aimed at expedi-
ting immigration
clearance, will simultaneo-
usly roll out at seven major

airports — Ahmedabad,
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata,
Bengaluru, Hyderahad

and Cochin.
FTITTE initially laun-
chedat Delhi's 1GI Afrport in

2024, targets pre-verified In-
dian nationals and Overseas
Citizen of India (OCI) card-
holders and ensures seam-
less and secure internatio-
nal travel for them.
Enrolment is comp-
leted through an online
portal, where travellers
provide personal and
=4 biometric data. Once
M registered, passengers
bypass traditional que-
ues by scanning their

boarding passes and pas-

sports at automated e-gates,
Biometric authentica-
tion finalises the process,
granting immigration clea-
rance in moments.
Designed tominimise hu-
man intervention, this sy-

stem enhances security and
efficiency. FTITTP will
eventually expand to 21 ma-
jorairports nationwide, pro-
viding faster, smoother im-
migration services similar
to the United States’ Global
Entry Program. Initially
free, the programme requi-
res applicants to have a pas-
sport valid for at least six
months. Registration is va-
lid for five years or until the
passport expires, whichever
comesfirst.

The programme will be
implemented in two phases,
In thefirst phase, Indian citi-
zens and OCI cardholders
will be covered, and in the se-
cond phase, foreign travel-
lers will be covered,
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In a boost to aviation sector,
govt clears Aircraft Leasing Bill

AIMING HIGH. Approval to lower leasing, financing costs of aircraft for Indian carriers

—
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

To usher in further reforms
in the civil aviation sector,
the government has ap-
proved the Protection and
Enforcement of Interests in
Aircraft Objects Bill, 2024,
sources told businessline.

Accordingly, the Bill will
lower the leasing and finan-
cing costs of aircraft for In-
dian carriers, thereby redu-
cing airfares. At present, the
majority of commercial air-
craft in India are leased.

The Bill, sources said, was
approved by the Cabinet on
Thursday. It will now be
presented before Parlia-
ment. If passed, the resulting
Protection and Enforcement
of Interests in Aircraft Ob-
jects Act, 2024 will guarantee
lessors rights to repossess
their leased equipment.

GLOBAL TREATY
In the process, the Act will
ratify the Cape Town Con-

CLEAR RUNWAY. The Centre is empowered to make
necessary rules for implementing the convention and protocol

vention, which is a global

treaty that  guarantees
lessors’ rights to repossess
their leased high-value

equipment, such as aircraft,
helicopters, and engines, in
case of pavment defaults.

The legal instrument was
adopted at a diplomatic con-
ference held in Cape Townin
November 2001 under the
auspices of the International
Civil Aviation Organisation
and the International Insti-
tute for the Unification of
Private Law.

Notably, India is a signat-
ory to the convention, but

Parliament has not ratified
it. This unique situation has
given precedence to local
courts’ judgments over the
norms of the convention.

The reworked Bill comes
in the wake of the Go First
crisis, which made global
lessors worry about leasing
aircraft to India-based air-
lines. The country is increas-
ingly being deemed a ’risky
jurisdiction.’

INDUSTRY WELCOMES

The Bill said sources, would
accord primacy to the provi-
sions of the convention in

case of a conflict with any
other law.

It will empower the
Centre to make necessary
rules for implementing the
convention and protocol.
This is also expected to boost
lessors’ confidence in the
civil aviation space and re-
duce lending costs, thereby
positivelyimpacting airfares.

The industry has wel-
comed the development.

“With over 2,700 new air-
planes anticipated in India
over the next 20 years, the
rapidly growing aviation sec-
tor requires a robust infra-
structure, supportive
policies, and strong finan-
cing mechanisms. Recogniz-
ing the Cape Town Conven-
tion under Indian law is vital
for the smooth movement of
aircraft assets in this fast-
growing market. The ab-
sence of ratification poses
risks for creditors, increas-
ing leasing rates for airlines,”
Salil Gupte, President, Boe-
ing India and South Asia told
businessline.
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SpiceJet gets aweek to pay $2.67 mn tolessor

BHAVINI MISHRA
New Delhi, 16 January

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday directed SpiceJet to
pay $2.67 million to French
engine and aircraft lessor
Team France 01 SAS within a
week over non-payment of
dues for three leased aircraft.
The total amount payable
to Team France stands at $6
million and after the payment
of $2.67 million, the remaining
amount of $3.33 million is to
be submitted in the high court
in an interest-bearing fixed
deposit within three weeks.

Chairman and Managing
Director of SpiceJet Ajay Singh
appeared before the Delhi High

The courtslammed the air-
line saying that if they had the
financial means to pay, the air-

Court, which had . line wouldn’t be
summoned him dur- RULEEIHITEES defending itself
ing the last hearing. counse! EL in court. “You are

The airline’scoun- [BAGHEEIGRUELD using someone
sel had said last year [RUSCAEEL else’s property,
that there is an MGeldliCH and you can’t use
admitted default to [kl itwithout paying
theextentof $2.67mil- [EZZCIAUIITLT the rent. He's

lion towards the out-
standing amount and sought
an extension of time. He had
also said that they have plans
to raise $357 million. The
lessors had filed a case against
SpiceJet in December.

(lessor) in the
business of letting out that
property, whether it's an
engine today or a house. Which
court allows you to use
property without paying?” the
court asked.
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Air India issues advisory for travel to and

from Delhi ahead

TDG NETWORK

NEW DELHI

Air India on Wednesday is-
sued an important advisory
for its passengers ahout to
travel to and from Delhi, in
view of the upeoming Repulb-
Lie: Doy { January 26) celebra-
tions in the national capital,
urging them to maintain a
huffer in their eommute time
el check the slatus of their
Mights before leaving [or the
awrpart.

“#lmportantlpdate Pas-
sengers travelling to and
from Dielhi bebween 19 & X
Jan 2025, are requested to
allow themsehves more time
and check the status of their
[ights belore heading 1o the
airpart, due to Republic Day
restrictions,” the airline said
ina poston social media plat-
[orm X ilormerly known as
Twitier].

“Forany further assistanee,
connect with our contact
cenire,” it added. In another
travel advisory posted earlier
in the day, Air India had said,

il

Saveral

“Poor visibility doe o dense
foig and airport congestion
may affect flight operations
in Delhi and some other cit-
ies foday™

The advisory came as a
thick layer of fog covered
paris of Delhi early in the
muiarring, sigrificantly reduc
ing visihility across the city.
The city is experiencing cold
waves, which are contribut-
ing o elevated levels of air
el lation.

The Air quality in the na-
tional capital plummeted to
the 'very poor’ calegory. Ac-
eording to the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CIFCH),

of Republic Day

anes of Air India on the tarmac al the Indira Gandhi
International Alrport amid fog. File Phole

the ACQH was recorded ot 344
in Delhi today at 7am. Yester-
dav, at the same time, it was
B2 According to CPCE data,
Lodhi Boad recorded an AGL
of 287 (IF1M%) and 291 (1M D).

Major Dhvan Chand Na-
tenal Stadium reported 368,
Mandir Marg 378, Mundka
A2, and NSIT Dwarka 242,
Majafearh reconded 255, Na-
rela 377, Nehru Nagar 394,
and North Campus, DU 382
(1M, Okchla Phase2 report-
ed an AQI of 380, Patparganj
320, and Pusa recorded 355,
RE Puramreporied an AQTef
373, Rohini 399, Shadipur 313,
and Sirifort 3.
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Air India issues advisory for travel to and

from Delhi ahead

TDG NETWORK

NEW DELHI

Air India on Wednesday is-
sued an important advisory
for its passengers ahout to
travel to and from Delhi, in
view of the upeoming Repulb-
Lie: Doy { January 26) celebra-
tions in the national capital,
urging them to maintain a
huffer in their eommute time
el check the slatus of their
Mights before leaving [or the
awrpart.

“#lmportantlpdate Pas-
sengers travelling to and
from Dielhi bebween 19 & X
Jan 2025, are requested to
allow themsehves more time
and check the status of their
[ights belore heading 1o the
airpart, due to Republic Day
restrictions,” the airline said
ina poston social media plat-
[orm X ilormerly known as
Twitier].

“Forany further assistanee,
connect with our contact
cenire,” it added. In another
travel advisory posted earlier
in the day, Air India had said,

il

Saveral

“Poor visibility doe o dense
foig and airport congestion
may affect flight operations
in Delhi and some other cit-
ies foday™

The advisory came as a
thick layer of fog covered
paris of Delhi early in the
muiarring, sigrificantly reduc
ing visihility across the city.
The city is experiencing cold
waves, which are contribut-
ing o elevated levels of air
el lation.

The Air quality in the na-
tional capital plummeted to
the 'very poor’ calegory. Ac-
eording to the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CIFCH),

of Republic Day

anes of Air India on the tarmac al the Indira Gandhi
International Alrport amid fog. File Phole

the ACQH was recorded ot 344
in Delhi today at 7am. Yester-
dav, at the same time, it was
B2 According to CPCE data,
Lodhi Boad recorded an AGL
of 287 (IF1M%) and 291 (1M D).

Major Dhvan Chand Na-
tenal Stadium reported 368,
Mandir Marg 378, Mundka
A2, and NSIT Dwarka 242,
Majafearh reconded 255, Na-
rela 377, Nehru Nagar 394,
and North Campus, DU 382
(1M, Okchla Phase2 report-
ed an AQI of 380, Patparganj
320, and Pusa recorded 355,
RE Puramreporied an AQTef
373, Rohini 399, Shadipur 313,
and Sirifort 3.
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NEW DELHI
Customs dept
slaps fine on
IndiGo

Leading airline IndiGoon
Wednesday said the cus-
toms department has
imposed a fine of little
over Rs 25 lakhon the
company in relation to
duty on jet fuel. The fine
has been imposed by the
Joint Commissioner
(Customs), Office of the
Commissioner of
Customs, Ludhiana,
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Airline halts 12

times in 15 days
Dhairya Gajara

The only Alliance Air flight
comnecting Mumbai and Diu
has beencancelled 12 timesin
the last 15 days, leaving pas-
sengers frustrated. The daily
flight, which lasts one hour,
has faced repeated dis-
ruptions since the start of the
vear, Flight 91 623, departing
at L55pm and 3.05pm every
alternate day, has been can-
celled for four consecutive
days. Passengers were first
told of delavs, only to later be
informed that the flight was
cancelled. This pattern con-
tinued until Wednesday
Similarly, Flight 91 624, con-
necting Diu to Mumbai, was
cancelled all four days as the
flight never took off from
Mumbai. The route, with a
distance of 272km, only has
Alliance Airas its carrier.
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MORE THAN 300
FLIGHTS DELAYED,
SIX DIVERTED DUE
TO DENSE FOG

NEW DELHI: Six flights were
diverted, more than 300 flights
delayed and departures were
briefly put on hold at the Delhi
airport early morning on Wednes-
day as low visibility conditions
due to dense fog significantly
impacted operations. “Runway
visibility at Delhi Airport is
improving, and flight operations
are gradually resuming,” airport
operator DIAL said in an update
on X at 220 pm. IndiGo, in a post
on X at 3.47 pm, said the fog in
Dethi has started to lift, with run-
way visibility improving. PTI

LOW VISIBILITY
DUE TO DENSE FOG
SIGNIFICANTLY HIT
OPERATIONS
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The Dethi HC ardered the budget airline to pay
Team France within a week. rm

Spicejet told to pay
$2.67 mn to lessor

b Dol Higgh Courd on Thursday ordered
T]mdj.{ﬂ airline Speoedet to pay S2.67

miillion to Team France withina woeek for
using the aireraft lessors three engines. The
pavimient is part of a larrer outstanding default of
S6millivnowed by the airdine.

Justice Anish Deaval, presiding over a singshe
bench. also instructed Spiceet todeposit an
additional £335 99% with the court registrar
within three weels.

Spicetet'schairman and managing director
Ajay Simgh, along with chicf financial officer
Jovakesh Podder, whowas present in the
courtromm, gave an uridertaking to pay the
amaunts. This wis in response (o 2 summons
issued by the court in December, requiring the
Spicedet execulives loapper in person.

Spicedet had requested the court to albow
them tosetile the default by issuinge listed shares
of the firm, citing a cash crunch. KRISHNA YADAY
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Cabinet okays
Cape Town
Convention Bill

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: India has finally
made 1t easier for aircraft and
engine lessors to take their as-
sets from airlines that go bust
— and prevent more GoAir
kind of holdups. The Union Ca-
binet has approved the “Protec-
tion and Enforcement of Inter-
ests in Aircraft Objects Bill,
2024 (Cape Town Convention
Bill)” — a move that may bring
down leasing costs for airlines.

The aviation ministry had
six years back sought com-
ments on the Cape Town Con-
vention (CTC) Bill 2018 to imp-
lement the treaty India had
signed in 2008 to basically as-
sure lessors their expensive
assets like aircraft and engi-
nes will not get stuck here
when Indian carriers default
on paying rentals or go belly
up. The delay meant that les-
sors had to wage lengthy legal
battles to get their planes and
engines back from Wadia Gro-
up’s erstwhile GoAir.
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