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Noida airport set for flight into the future

YARUCHULLAH K HAN
Hew Delhi, Decermnber 15

WHEN MNOIDA INTERMA-
TIOHAL Alrrmn opens, it
wants todo something mdical
fior s Drnel s By s pnunkos |l
almaost invisible.

There will b# no oush
aroumd check-in countoems, no
serpenthe guevss hedd together
I'|:|r retrartabls belts, no rlm1.1l,rr.-F'
staff herding passengers fmm
one checkpoink to the next
[nstead. India’s newest green
fiedd ali.rp:l s l1|.-|.1:||1£_'|: hat soft
ware - notmanpower—willmm
the sl Bille] as the eounty's
first fully digital, mid -sred m&r
port, Nolda has been designed
from scratch to opemte largely
o Atk on and sei-servies.

That “from scrtch” part
matters. Unlike Delhi, Mumbai
1:r||rJHahad--\ﬂwrr technol
ogy has been bolted on to
decades-old processes—Noida
has had the luxury of a clean
slate "The T10,000 coore akr
port has been built as the coun
tey's flest fully digial algsort®
s=ys Christoph Schnellmann,

TRAVEL UPGRADE
m5elfcheck-in, bag-drop = B Mixed-rotation gates to handle

kiosks and sefl-boarding | domestic and intemational

gatesto cut queuas

CED of Moida Internatonal Air
port A shngle master systemns
integmimcheexplaing isstitch
Ing together everything fom
core [T and operational plat
forna W passenger-fackng sys-
IJ'IIL‘\.lﬁ'lﬂ.lrll'l.gﬂlr__l'lll:l'u'i-l‘.ll'lﬂ'i
oneintremiedwhole

The reaalt manatrportwhen
humans step back and
machines step forward. Fiom
the moment pas sengers enber
the terminal, the joumey ks
designed to be self-directed.
Self bap-dropldesks replace tra-
ditional chede incountem. Sof

flights interchangeably

CEC: VISION IS TO BLILD &
FUTURE-READY AIRPORT

PAGEL

boarding gates ke over at
dl.':.'-ﬂrtllrf..‘-'ﬂ.'ll'r remam inthe
badkg round— overseeing oper
.allmulhanrlhngrxn-::-um*snm!
meeting regulatory require
ments—ratherthan processing
every tavellerbyhand.
Autemation extends to the
Alrpart smosttime-confiming
chole polnte. Mhase D will have
I 3 security lanes, with abin

baggage sorecned through an
antomated teay petrleval system
that keops tmys moving and
gueues flowing. Checked-in
hags will pass througha fullyin
line baggage handBHig and
tracking :}'sm:'m,m‘humﬁ -
ualinterventionand pesswork
Th I:‘-t'.':l:lt_ says Schnellmann, s
predicrabiliy — shortenwaits for
passenpgers and smoother plan -
ning foraidines.

Even the terminal’s plysical
design reflects this digital-first
mindsel. Nolda Alrport will use
n mixed- otation gate system,

rare for an alrport ofitssize A
gate that handleg a domestc
arrivalin one slot could handle
an international departume in
the ru-;ﬂ.'l'!wfh*:-;hil:l}'nns Alr
craft turmarmund times and
sejueezes o e il clency out of
cvery stand, while a multi-Fevel
layaut keeps domestie and
imtemational paEsengems sepre
gated inmes souritynomms

Thenatable feature mn'tany
single automated feature but
the way everything s wired
together. Chedk-in, baggage,
seourity, retail and  pround
ransport systems am being
bublt to exchange data in real
time To manage thisdigitalner
vienns system, the alrpon has
brought im Kyndnyl which will
P lE’LIJ.IhJJ.LI“'!.' operatlons
wsng s Al-driven Kyndryl
Brdpe platform. The platform
comtinuously mondors  the
healthofITand opermtonalsys
tems, fagpmy issues beforethey
snowhall into passenper-fadng
disruptions. Cybersecurity, toa,
isnotan afterthought

Continued on Page 10

Noida airport set for flight into the future

AUTOMATEDTHEEATDETEC-
TIONand first-response mech-
anismsare embedded into daily
operations, reflecting the real-
ity that a digital airport isonly
as strongas its cyber defences.
Beyond the terminal, the air-
portis thinkingjustas hard about
how passengersarrive and leave.
From day one, Noida airportwill

NANCIAL EXPRESS
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Tue,
https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/78739917

be plugged into a network of
intercity andlong-haul buses, air-
port taxis and a fleet of electric
taxis operated by Mahindra
Logistics Mobility. An Mol with
the Uttar Pradesh State Road
Transport Corporation will
enable direct bus connectivityto
Moida,Greater Noida, Ghaziabad,
Agra, Aligarh, Mathura-Vrinda-

16 December 2625

van and MeerutThe ambition
goes further. By 2030, the
ground transportation complex
isbeing designedto handleupto
50,000 vehicles a day—cars,
buses and two-wheelers
included. Underground space
has already been reserved for
future metro and Namo Bharat
train stations,signalling a long-

term, multimodal vision rather
than a patchworkofadd-ons.
On the airside, the airport
will be equipped with CAT I11
navigation systems, allowing
operations even in low-visibil-
ity conditions. Phase 1 is
designed for12 million passen-
gers ayear,with trafficexpected
toreach 6—8 millionin the first

full year of operations. Expan-
sion to the next phase will be
triggered once volumes hit
80% of initial capacity.

Over time, the airport is
planned to scale up aggres-
sively—first to 30 million pas-
sengersannually, then 50 mil-
lion,andeventually 70 million

by 2050.
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® CHRISTOPH SCHNELLMANN, CEO, NOIDA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Ourwvision s to build a
Juture-ready airport’

Noida International Aivport
(NIA) expects to handle 6 to 8
million passengers inthe first
full yearof operation and will
connect the Delii national
capital region to 10 domestic
andsome international
destinations, Christoph
Schnellmann, the airport's
chiefexecutive officer,
fold Yarughullah
Khaninan interview.
Excerpts:

Whatis Noida
International Airport's
aim for annual passenger
trafficin the firstyearof
operation? How doyou expect
annual passengertrafficto
increase till 20307

Phasel isdesigned for 12
million passengers peryear,
with 6—8 million expected in
thefirst full year. As demand
grows, capacity willexpand to
30million annuallyby 2030,
followed by future phases
scaling up to 70 million.

Will passengers be
experiencing new security
featureslike full-body
scannersand CT X-ray
machines from thefirst day
of operation? If not,arethere
any plansto add these
featuresto theairportinthe
future?

PhaseIwillinclude CTX
scanners forcheckedbaggage
andstandard X-rays for hand
baggage per BCAS norms.
Design provisionsallow easy
integration ofbodyscanners
and CTtechnology in future
phases.

Howcan new greenfield
airports giveIndia anedgein
becoming a global aviation
hub? Which cities in India do
youexpect to becomeglobal
aviation hubs by 2030?
Greentfield airportssuch as
Noida International Airport
allowIndia to design world-
classaviation infrastructure
from scratch -- focusing on
efficiency,scalability, and
sustainability. Thesefacilities
integrate airside,landside,and
cargo infrastructure for
smoother passengertransfers
and fasteraircraft turnaround.
Over the next fewyears, such
airportswill strengthen India’s
aviation backbone, positioning

FINANCIAL EXPRESS
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cities like Delhi-Noida,
Hyderabad, Bengaluru,and

Mumbai to emergeas global
aviation hubs by 2030,

Canyoushare updates on the
high-speed rail link from
Delhi to the airport? Do you
expect the Noida Metroto
alsobe expandedto the
airport?If yes, by
when canpassengers
expect that?
Provisionsexistin
themaster plan for
integrated Metroand
high-speed rail stations. Future
connectivityincludes an RRTS
extension from Ghaziabadand
a Delhi-Varanasibullet train
stopat NIA. Timelinesdepend
on governmentinfrastructure

agencies.

Will you eventually be
cannibalising Delhi
Airport’s traffic?

OUROBIECTIVE
REMAINSTO
CONTRIBUTETO THE
OVERALL GROWTH
OF THE AVIATION
ECOSYSTEM

Tue, 16 December 2025

No.The Delhi-NCR region
needs extra capacityto meet
surging demand fromcarriers
like IndiGo and Air India. N1A
will complement DelhiAirport,
offering easieraccessfor
populations across Noida,
Greater Noida,Agra, Aligarh,
and Ghaziabad,while boosting
tourism to Agra, Mathura,and
the Buddhist circuit. Our
objective remains to contribute
to the overall growth of the
aviation ecosystem by offering
a new, congestion-free
alternative with modermn
infrastructure, faster
processes,and a focuson ease
pftravel.

Areyoulooking atanykind of
last-mile connectivity to the
Taj Mahal?

Yes,a new Mollwith the
UPSRTCwill provide direct bus
routes to major destinations
like Agra, Mathura—-Vrindavan,
Aligarh, and Meerut,
improving last-mileaccess to
keyculturaland touristsites.

Which destinationsareyou
prioritising,domesticand
international?

NIAis developing a
comprehensive route map
with airlines forstrong
domestic and short-haul
international connectivity.
Specific destinations will be
announced closer to
commerciallaunch.

). Which international
carriers ordomesticlow-cost
airlines have committed to
operating from theairport?
IndiGowillbethelaunch

'|I carrier, followed by Akasa Air

and Air India Express,

. operating both domestic

. andinternational routes.
Airlines from the Middle
East and SoutheastAsia
have shown strong
interest,

Q.Howis the airport
preparing for
inclement weather,
especially during
winterfog?
NIAincludes CAT-I1I

navigationalsystems
from itsfirstphase to
ensure minimal
disruption during low-
visibility operations.

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/7873989: @
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Navi Mumbai airport may add 3rd runway

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, December15

WITH AN EYE on long-term
aviation demand and rising air
traffic in the Mumbai Metro-
politan Region, the City and
Industrial Development Corpo-
ration (CIDCO) has initiated
steps to assess the feasibility of
adding a third parallel runwayat
the upcoming Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA).
CIDCO has invited bids to
appoint a consultancy firm to
conduct adetailed technicaland
commercial feasibility studyfor
the proposed runway.According
to tender documents, the

FINANCIAL EXPRESS
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Feasibility study launched
by CIDCO to assess rising
air traffic in MMR

assignment will be carried out
over a six-month period, with
the e-tendering process now
underway.

Requests forproposals have
been opened to eligible single
entities aswell asjoint ventures
or consortia. Detailed tender
documents,including scopeof
work and submission time-
lines, will be available on
CIDCO’s e-tendering portal
from Tuesday, December 16.

Tue, 16 Decembér 2825

The proposed studywillexam-
ine future air traffic projec-
tions, operational require-
ments, land availability,
environmental considerations
and cost-benefit dynamics
associatedwith the addition of
a third runway.The findings are
expected to inform CIDCO's
long-terminfrastructure plan-
ning forthe airport.

Spread over approximately
1,160 hectares, Navi Mumbai
International Airport is being
developed as a major aviation
hub to supplement capacity at
the congested ChhatrapatiShiv-
aji Maharaj International Air-
port in Mumbai.

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c,/787399( @
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Heavy fog
disrupts flight
operations at
Delhi airport

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The season’s first intense
fog on Monday threw oper-
ations into disarray at the
Indira Gandhi Internation-
al Airport in Delhi as 228
flights, including 131 depar-
tures and 97 arrivals, were
cancelled, hundreds de-
layed, and five diverted.

Departures were halted
for nearly six hours till 10
a.m., and landings oc-
curred intermittently as
visibility dropped below
permissible levels and
parking bays had no space
for arriving aircraft.

IndiGo announced can-
cellation of 145 flights and
Air India cancelled over
100 flights.

Passengers remained
stranded inside the aircraft
for four to 10 hours at park-
ing bays and taxiways,
waiting for departure.

The runway visual range
(visibility with runway
lights on) was between 75
metres and 100 metres at 7
a.m. at the airport, which
was below the minimum
permissible level of 125
metres needed for take-
offs. Though landings are
permitted, there were
some diversions as some
flights did not have a crew
trained for such landings
and parking bays were full.
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Chaos returns to IGI airport
as over 220 flights cancelled

Jasjeev Gandhiok

jayees ganadhiak hindusantmes onm

NEW DELHE As a dense layer of
smoke and fog retained its grip
over the Capital, a sharp and sud-
den drop in visibility late Sunday
nigght plunged Dethi's Indir Gan-
dihi Inernational (1G1) adrpeon indo
near-total disorder, with 228
flights cancelled and more than
B0 delayed, trigeering scenes of
confusion, anger and exhaustion
among thousands of stranded
passengers through Monday.

WWhat began as weather-related
disruption snowballod intos full
blown operational crisis by night.

Airport officials said bow visibil-
ity conditions crippled departures
through the early morning, lead
Ing o cascading delays that forved
airtines to cancel (lights through-
ot the day. By evening terminals
were peched with travellers wait-
ing in long queues for check-in,
baggage recluim, rebooking coun-
fers and customer suppart desks,
iy with Iittle darity om when -
o il —~they would iy,

Passengers described spending
hours standing in queues only fo

be todd their Dighes had been cane
celled, often after clearing secu-
rity. Vishan Oberoi, one of the
thousands affected, took g0 X to
vt his frustration. “Two howsin
the quene to check my bag in, fin-
ish security and then my flight is
cancelled. 've now
been o line for45 min-
ubes to know if | can get
another flight," he
wrote on Monday
night.

{2 to the Capital by around 2 30pm
a5 his chartered [light was also
held up due to the fog,

Far ondinary passengers, the
delays olten meant missed con-
nections, hotel bookings gone
waste and work commitments
thrown off track. One
passenger said he
waited nearly an hour
and a half to check in
his bags, only to be

tformed at the coun-

Lawver Sanjay JL ]‘ s ter that his flight had
Hegde said he reached AlR “ E been cancelied.

::lll.c' ai r;mr}: E"‘;{P“ B]{]—"_.'f['] IF F .ﬁ.mm uﬁiﬂ:l]b&uiﬂ
WAL B CRICT |/ 4A5am S CTIS1S WHS l_.HL‘H.
flight. only to find him- b a sharp drop invisl-
self smick om the mrmae for hours. — bility beginning kate Sunday night.

"Wake up at bam. Still sitting on
the tarme waiting for ATC clear-
ance. We're told there are 40 air-
crafi in the queve ahead of us. The
airhostess says some aireraft have
been waiting over four hours,” he
posted,

Also among those affected pas-
sengers wis Argenting football
plaver Lionel Messi, who was
scheduled io depart from Murmbeal
early morning and reach Delhi by
before noon, but could only make

According fo the India Meteoro-
lorical Departrent (IMD), visibil
ity at Safdarjung dropped to 150
metres by 1L.30pm and towched
gero shortly after midnight,
remaining there until around
Zam, AtPalam, near the alrport,
visibility dipped to as low as 50
rmietnes around dam,

Lowy visihility procedures were
Initiated at IGI airport around
2.30am, but disruptions intensi-
fieed after dam as runway visoal

range (RVH) fell below thresholds
required for take-offs.

While Delhi adrport recenthy
upgraded its third rumway o CAT-
I standards - allowing landings
Iin exmremely low visibality - offi-
cials said departures were the bot-
tleneck. Aircraftcan land with an
RVA of 50 melres, bt regulne at
least 125 metres to take off. "From
around 4am, the RVR stayed
below that level. Adreraft had o
waill in parking bavs, leading o
severecongestion. Only two ke
aiffs were possible till about Sam,”
an airport afficial said

Although landings continued
through much of the moming, the
backlop on the ground eventully
forced a slowdown in those as
will. Officials also acknowledged
that airlines were already under
strain following a turbulent previ-
ous week, when operational dis-
ruptions ot IndiGo hid ked to hun-
dreds of delays and cancellations
natonwide. “There was very little
buifer left to absorb a weather
eventof thisscale,” an officil said,

Alrlines issued advisories urg-
ing passengers o monitor their
flight stotus. IndiGo said ina staie-

ment that dense fog had severely
impacted operations aeross
northern India. “Low visibility
(b ronimirriaa), chues o chernse (o,
hasseverely impacted operations
at Delhi and other alrpors across
northern India. which is unfortu-
mately bevond our control.” the
abrline sald.

Alr India issued a similar state-
ment, saying poor visibility due to
diomse fog in Delhi had affected the
operations of all alrlines. In the
interest of safety, and toavodd pro-
longed uncertainty for our guests,
somie flights have been cancelied,”

Rail travel was also affected,
though to a lesser degree. North-
ern Railway officials said at least
41 trains were delayed by 30'min-
utes to five hours, with services
gradually normalising after noon
as visibility improved,

Meteorodogical officials wirned
that with low wind speeds and
high pollution levels persisting,
dense fog cowld rerurn over the
next few diys, particolary during
Inte night and esrly morning
hours, leaving Delhi’s trransport
systems vulnerable to further dis-
ruption.
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oida airport: Foreign CEO
violates norms, flags BCAS

Neha LM Tripathi

ne#ha tpathi @hthve tom

NEW DELHI: The chiefl executive
officer (CEOQ) of the Noida Inter-
national Airport is a foreign
national and this fills afoul of avi-
ation security norms lor green-
field airports. the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) has
Mogged at a high-level meeting
that included the minister of civil
aviation, multiple officials close
to the matter said on Monday,
The CEO, as well as the chief
operating officer (CO0), is vetto
receive the security clearance
from the Union home ministry or
be vetted by BCAS, the security
arm of the civil aviation ministry,
Both steps are mandatory for air-
port executives and this issue is
one of the factors behind the long
diekay at the yvet-to-be-fullv-opera-
tional airpors. which has already
missed al least three deadlines,
The MHA clearance broadly
approvesan individual for access
to sensitive roles and BCAS vet-
ting specifically ensures compli-
ance with aviation security norms
and operational requirements
under the established aviation
security (Awsec) rules. CAS Avsec
orcher dited January 17, 2001, pro-

hibits non-Indians from becom-
ing CEQs of greenfield airports,

According to an official, the
issue first came to light twio years
ago. “A show cause notice too
was issued to the airport manage-
ment for non-compliance of the
Awsee order, however, no action
was taken by either NIA or
BCAS,” a second official sald.

Then, people lamiliar with the
matter said, the issue was raised
at a Decem ber 10 meeting nvodv-
ing the ministry of civil aviation
{MoCA), NIA officials, and BCAS.
Civil aviadon minister Ham
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu was
present at the meeting,

MoCA did not respond toHT s
Tequest for comment.

NIA in Uttar Pradesh's Jewar is
being developed as National Capi-
tal Region's second major airpon
after Delhi's Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Afrport,

The project was awarded in
October 2020 to Zurich Afrport
Intermational AG, which s devel-
oping and operating the alrpon
through its Indian subsidiary,
Yamuna International Airport Pyt
Lid, under a 40-vear public-pri-
vate partnership,

The alrport’s operations are
led by CED Christoph Schnedl-

THE CEO IS YETTO
RECEIVE SECURITY
CLEARANCE FROM
THE UNION HOME
MINISTRY OR BL
VETTED BY BCAS
BOTH OF WHICH
ARE MANDATORY

mann who s a Swiss national.

Officials aited above confinmed
thiat NIA has issued a Notice 1o Air
Missions (NOTAM) extending the
alrport’s unavailability for opera-
tions until January 3L 2026, indi-
cating that [1s inauguration s
now unlikely before February,
The NOTAM was issued on
December 12,

To be sure, this is not the only
regson for the dekay at the airport,
which was first supposed o begin
aperations in September 2024,
The airport, spread over 1,300
hectares of land in the first phase,
is yet to receive ts acrodrome
licence, which certifies that the
alrport meets safety and opera-
tiomal standards, from the DGCAL

An NLA spokesperson said the
alrport was making “progress”
towards operationalisation.

“Moida International Airport
(NIA) is progressing steadily
towards operational readiness.
Wie ane working closely with the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) and BCAS for the
final stages ol acrodrame licens-
ing and security-related clearan-
ces, Safety and security remain
non-negotiable prioritics for us.
Our teams are fully engaged in
ensuring that all regulatory and
operational requirements ane met
in line with prescribed national
standards,” the spokesperson said

BCAS has also raised a second,
technical ohservations regarding
the potential interference with
the Doppler Very High Frequency
Omnidirectional Range (DVOR),
which provides aircraft with
bearing information to determine
their pesition and direction rela-
tive to a ground station.

"The Alrports Authority of
Inclia (AAT) has mised the issue of
a steel wall constriscted near the
DVOR which is against the safety
of landing and taking off aircraft,”
a person familiarwith the matter
said. BCAS has also questioned
the makeshift steel wall and
asked the airport operator to
replace it with a permanent
structure,
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Dense fog disrupts ops
at IGI Airport: 221flights
cancelled, Sdiverted

Express News Service
New Delld, December 15

DENSE FOG in Delhd hie Might
operations during the moming
b, with 23 flights being can-
celled and fvediverted so farat
Tnclims G bl Insermeational Adr-
port owing o low visibility, wir-
port sources suid Monday.

Flight tracking data from
Flightradar24 showed average
delays of close to twao houwes for
arrivals and 78 minutes for de-
partures at the Delhi alrport,
with the disruption index
marked at o highlevel

Flght movements werg
beingeonducted under CAT I
conditions because of reduced
visialiey, Del hi Alrpon Intema-
Honal Limited (DLAL) sadd ina
statement. CAT I efersto an
advanced landing system that
allowys alreralt to land In very
lowy visibility conditions.

Semvior officials of the Minis-
try of Civil Avaation also visited
the Alrpon Operations Control
Centre and reviewed reil-time
operations,

Passengers were, mean-
while, advised tocheck the I

test Mighe status with alrlines
before leaving for the aimpon

DAL issued mukiple fog
updates during the morning,
stating that operations were
Impacted due to fop. In advis-
ories, the alrpon operator sa ki
delays and cancellations were
likely and urged passengers o
contact thedr respective adrines
forreal-time updates.

Adrlines alko lssued travel
advisories. ® ..Prn'ulu{rﬂ Towwy
visibility during the morning
howrs has inspacted akr tm ffic
movement, and a5 a result,
some fights have been can-
celled 1o ensure sale and com-
pliant operations thmough the
restaltheday”™ IndiGosak] ina
social media post.,

“In thiintenest ol safety, and
toavoid prolonged uncertainty
for our guests, some flights
hawve been cancelled. We under-
stand this may cause incomven-
tence, and our ground teams
peToss airports are working
round the clock to zssist and
suppon yvoul,” Adr India sakdl

Passengers, however, took
1o soctal med i 1o widte about
Monday's “chnos”.
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Fog disrupts flight operations, over 300 cancelled

5 LALITHA @ New Delhi

JUST as the Indigo crisis was
stabilising in the country, dense
fog for five hours early Monday
muorning disrupted flight oper-
ations completely

A total of 28 domestic lights,
131 departures and 97 arrivals,
were cancelled upto 9 pm at In-
dira Gandhi International Adr-
port (IGIA) alone due to low vis-
ibility. Five flights, including
two international flights, were
diverted to Jaipur. Inclusion of
cancellation of connecting
flights takes the figure to 317.

According to an airport offi-
cial, *We had dense fog betwesn
4.30 am and 9.30 am. Hence,
only two flights could take off
during that period. On a nor-
mal day, we have 120 flights tak-
ing off during the 5-hour peri-
od. However, the landing of
flights did take place.”

The runway visual range
{FVE) was less than 125 metres.
“As per DGCA guidelines, the
minimum BVR required for
airplanes to take off is 125 me-
tres. Flights can land when
there is a visibility of 100 me-
tres and hence most flights

Visual range low, flights sent to remote parking bays

The runway visual range (RVR) was less than 125 metres. *As per DGCA
guidelines, the minimum RVR required for airplanes to take off is 125
metres. Flights can land when there is a visibility of 100 metres and
hence most flights were able to land,” an airport official said. There was
a situation of congestion all around the airport as flights kept landing
on a regular basis and had to be sent to the remote bays for parking.

were able to land,"” he said.
There was a situation of con-
gestion all around the airport
as flight=s kept landing on a reg-
ular basis and had to be sent to
the remote bays for parking.
The available bays were all

occupied by flights unable to
take-off.

Indigo has max cancellations
Indigo announced an overall
cancellation of 172 flights, all do-
mestic ones, on its website due
to Delhi weather Air India had

cancelled around 100 flights,
while Air India Express has an-
nounced that 45 flights have
been impacted across its net-
work, inclusive of cancellation
of flight= connecting passengers
from those destinations.

Flight= to and from Mumbai,
Kolkata, Chennai, Bhu-
baneswar, Indore, Kolkata, Pat-
nagar, Kochi, Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Hyderabad figured
among the cities where flights
were cancelled.

Spicejet said two of its inter-
national flights to Delhi, one
from Bangkok and another to
Dubai, were diverted to Jaipur,
according to its spokesperson.

Akasa Alr announced that
two flights across its network
have been cancelled, both from
Bengaluru to Delhi (GP 1339
and QP 1811) were diverted to
Jaipur, While QF 1359 reached
Delhi after the diversion three
hours later, @P1811 landed four
hours later A spokesperson for
Akasa Alr did not know the
number of flights cancelled
across its network.

Passengers were offered
full refunds= for their tickets by
all airlines.
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Star Air to start flying to Ahmedabad,
Goa, Nanded, B’luru from Navi Mum

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ Mew Delhi

BENGALURU-headguartered
Star Air said on Monday it will
launch the operations from the
Navi Mumbai International
Ajrport (NMI) from December
25. The regional carrier will in-
troduce new flights from NMI
to Ahmedabad, Goa (Mopa),
Bengaluru and Nanded.

The airline will use Embraer
175 aircraft to fly between these
destinations,

Capt. Simran Singh Tiwana,
Chief Executive Officer (CEQ),
Star Air, said they are the only
regional airline launching from
NMIA, which is an extension
of their commitment to con-
nectreal India with convenient
and time-saving options.

“These new routes will give
travellers from Mavi Mumbai
and the wider Mumbai Metro-
politan Reglon easy access to
important regional cities

These new routes will give travellers from Navi Mumbai easy access to
important regional eities through Star Alr's ever-growing network,
while opening new opportunities for trade, tourism and Investment

Capt. Sirmran Singh Tiwana, (B0 of Star Alr

through Star Air's ever-grow-
ing network, while also
opening new opportunities for
trade, tourism and invest-
ment,” he added.

Star Alr is the aviation arm
of Sanjay Ghodawat Group
(SGG), and commenced its com-
mercial operations in 2019,
Currently, Star Air operates a
fleet of 12 aireraft. including

eight Embraer E175s and four
Embraer E145s, and is looking
to expand the fleet to 25 aircraft
over the next 36 months.

Earlier, Air India Group, In-
diGo and Akasa Air had com-
mitted launching operations
from NMIA. Promoted by Ada-
ni Afrport Holdings, the NMILA
is set to commence operation
from December 25.
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Over 100 flights
cancelled across
Delhi, B’luru,
Mumbai & Hyd
dueto dense fog

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 15 December

Adverse weather conditions
ledtothecancellation of nearly
110 IndiGoflights on Monday,
disrupting arrivals and
departures at major airport s
like: Dethi, Bengahumn, Mumbai,
and Hyderabad

The aidine said adverse
weather conditions have
disrupted flight schedules
and asked passenperstocheck
thedrflight statis before heading
to the airport. It also urged
thepassengers toleaveeardier
thanusual sincelow visibility
has affected mad traffic and
movement.

Al least 68 flights were
cancelledand fivewerediverted
at Delhiairport due to dense
fog and low visibility.

The Statesmar &3
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Havoc at 1GI: 228 flights
cancelled, 800 delayed

Priyangi.Agarwal

@timezofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhiites woke
up to winter's first dense fog
on Monday, with wvisibllity
dropping to zero in the city
There was havoe at Delh] alr
port as deparfures remained
suspended for nearly five ho-
urs from dam to %am when vi-
sibility was below 100m.

As muany us 28 Nights
N departures, 97 arrivals
were cancelled, over B00 dels-
yved and five diverted to other
airports, officials said. The
ripple effect of delavs conti

Massive pile-ups on
NCR eways, 6 killed

t least 20 vehicles were in-

volved in a chain of colli
shons nmid thick fog on Mum
bai Expressway that claimed
two lives, There was another
pile-up on EPE and several
other fop-related crashes in
which four people died. P3

nued long after the fog clearsd
arvund noon. At least 100 tra-
ins were running late.

®0 visibility in Safdarjung, P 3
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3,100 turtles seized at Madurai airport

Tines NEws NETWORK

Madurai: Customs offi-
cials seized 3,101 live red-
eared slider turtles from a
woman passenger arriving
from Kuala Lumpur at Mad-
uraiairporton Saturday.
Acting on a tip-off, offi-
cials intercepted the pas-
senger, who had travelled
via Colombo, and checked

her baggage. The turtles
were found packed in card-
board boxes in her check-in
luggage.

The woman was hooked
under the Customs Act,
1962, read with the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972, and ar-
rested.

The seized turtles were
repatriated, and further in-
vestigation isunderway.

15 DECEMBEER 2025
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Smoggrounds over350
flightsinnorthemregion

SHEKHAR SINGH

THIDERT NEWS SERVALE

NEW DVELHI, DECEMBER 15
Dense fog and smog arippled
fight operations at Delh's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport and across lerge parts
of northern India on Monday,
CEINg umprecedented
dedavs and cancellations and
leaving thousands of passen-
gers stranded for hours

In one of the worst [og dis-
ruptions this winter, arcmail
movernent at the cipital's air-
portslesed toa near halt, with
Just four Qiphis managing to
talkeoff between 3:30 am and 9
am a5 visibilty plunged to
dangorously low leveds.

Crver 50 Aights were can-
oolled and around 400 delayed
armss northem Indim as Gr-
nes struppled to cope with
the repidly detenorating
weather Operations at Delhi
mrport were conducted under
CAT I conditions, but even
the highest low-visibiiity pro-
cedumes falled to  prevent
large-geale disruption as fog
mduced mamway  visihehity
below operational minimums
fior severml ainoraft and aews.

Due 1o low visihility 228
flights (131-departure & 87-
arnval) have been cancelled
and five have been diverted so

far sources at the Delhi airport
. The situation on the proomd
wis described & “severely
constrained’, with agircraft
unahle to depart, amrve or
oven vacate parking bays for
long stretches of time

As per soumes, between 330
am mnd 9 am, oniby four fiphts
could teke off fom India
Gandhn Intermational Airport.
Armund 330 am, seven mroral
werne piven strtup deamnre
but were nut. permitied o take
off as visihibty suddenly
drmpped Asaresalt, passengers
wereshuck meide sl forup
to 10 hours, with some of these
Mights sventually being an-
oolled. The disupfion wors
ened armmnd 5:30 am, when all
armvaleat the Dedii sirport wene
suspended for nesrly 90 mun-
utes after parking bays became
completely full By 9 am, a5
manyas 127 lghtewith peesn-
gors mn board were stuck at
parkang Evs wating fiw clesr-
ance todepart

Inililo Faced widespread dis-
ruption with dense fog and low
visihidy forong delays and
over 170 caneedbations at Delhi
and cther airports acrss north
India The sidfine sid fight
movernsmits wene affected due
o vighldy drmppmg below
operstonal mats

mt "Ihlll.'ll Tue, 16 December 2025 .
-k https://epaper. tribuneind
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Dense fog blankets national
capital, hits flight operations

B0 flights cancelled, five diverted as visibi

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 15
The national capital recorded
its first spell of dense fog on
Monday, The visibility was
reduced to 50 metres, dis
rupting flight operations at
the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGIA),

Asmanyas 60 fights were can-
celled and five were diverted.
“Visihility over Palam, which
was aroind 50 metres since 830
am, improved to about 200
metres in moderate fog by 8.30
am. Itis ey to improve further
over the nexd three to fourhours,
with fog conditions reducing tn
shallow to moderate,” read a
statement fromthe IVD,

The Delhi airport issued an
advisory  for commuters.
“Duetodense fog, flight oper-

Birds perch on tree branches shrouded in dense fog on a cold winter

momingin Mew Delhi on Monday. 71

ity reduced to 50m

Similady;, Air India in a post
IMD ISSUES YELLOW  on X said, *Poorvisibility due
ALERT FOR TUESDAY todense fogis impacting flight

According to the India
Metearalogical Department
{IMD), the city recorded a
minimum temperature of 10
degrees Celsius on Manday,
The weather department has
issued a vellow alert for
Tuesday, predicting dense fog
in the national capital,

ations may experence dis-
ruptions, We are working
closely with all stakeholders
to minimise inconve nience to
passengers. For latest flight
updates, passengers ame
advised to contact their
respective arlines, We sin-
cerely regrel any inconven-
ience caused” the airpor
said ina poston X

operations in Delhi and parts
of Northem India Please
check your flight status before
heading to the airport.”

IndiGo operations were also
impacted. “Dense fog contin-
ues to affect visibility at Delhi
and other airports across
Northern India, leading to
delavs and changes to flight
srhedules. Pmlonged Low visi-
bility dunng the morning
hours has impacted air traffic
movement. A5 a result, some
flights have been cancelled to
ensure safe and complant
operations thmugh the rest of
the day. Impacted customers
are being informmed inadvance
airtine said ina post.
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‘Move HC”: SC junks PIL on
IndiGo flights cancellations

Come aguin if grievances are not addressed, says top court
DGCA probe panel visits IndiGo
headquarters over flight crisis

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MEW DELHI, DEC. 15

The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to enter-
tain a PIL seeking judicial
intervention into the
jssue of cancellation of
hundreds of flights by
IndiGo, and asked the
ﬁlltmner to move the

Ihi high court with the
grievanoces,

The Delhi HC, on
December 10, questioned
the Centre over not taking
timely action to check the
crisis caused by IndiGo
flight cancellations and
asked why the situation
was allowed to precipl-
tate, with lakhs of passen-
gers stranded and other
airlines charging hefty
fares.

It was hearing a PIL
seeking directions to the
Centre to provide support
and re 5 0 passengers
affected by the cancella-
tion of hundreds of
fMights by IndiGo.

On Monday, a 5C bench
comprising CJI Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalva
Bagchi and  Vipul "
Pamcholi took note of the
stubmissions of petitioner
Narendra Mishra that the
plea needed a hearing in
SC, and said the HC is
already selzed of another
similar PIL.

The Supreme Court
asked the petitioner to

Mumbai, Dec. 15: The four-
member panel, set up by
Director General of (‘Wil
Aviation Faiz Ahmed
Kidwal to Investigate
large-scale operational dis-
ruptions at domestic carri-
er IndiGo earlier this
month, visited the airline's
headquarters on Monday
as part of the ongoing
probe, sources sald.

During the visit, they
said, the panel members
checked multiple aspects
of the operations that
could have resulted in the
disruptions.

“The panel members vis-
fted IndiGo headquarters
on Monday. They
remained there through-
out the day to take the

ongoing probe ahead,” a
source Eriv:.' to informa-
tion said.

During the visit, s.mﬂ
another source, the
panel checked mu?tlph:

iz of operations,
including infrastructure
that could have resulted
in such a large-scale dis-
ruptlon of services.

The four-member panel,
comprising joint DG
Sanjay Brahamane,
deputy director-general
Amit Gupta, senior flight

rations Inspector
pil Manglik, and FOI

Lokesh Rampal, has been
tasked with identifving
the root causes of wide-
spread operational dis-
ruptions. — PTI

approach the HC and
granted him the liberty to
come again If grievances
are not addressed.

Senlor advocate Mukul
Rohatgl. appearing for
IndiGo, said the DGCA
has appointed an expert
committee to look
flight eancellations and
consequent problems
faced by the fivers.

2t that & pecition 1o pond:
out that a pet .
ing before the Dethl high

court. It is stated that the

DGCA has formed an

expert committee dated

December 5 ... All the

{ssues raised herein are
nding before the Delhl
igh Court.

The petitioner 5 permit-
ted to join proceedings
before the Delhl High
Court. And we request the
Delhl High Court to allow
him to intervena in the high
court and raise all con-
tentions therein.”
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Dense fog cripples flight ops in Delhi

SCREECHING HALT. 228 flights were cancelled and five others diverted, resulting in network-wide delays

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mew Delhi

Passengers were stuck in air-
craft — some upto nine
hours — as denser-than-ex-
pected fog crippled flight op-
erations at Delhi airport on
Monday.

Due to low visibility, 228
flights (121 departures and
97 arrivals’) were cancelled at
Delhi airport and 5 were di-
verted resulting in network-
wide delavs. Low visibility
operational procedures were
initiated at Delhi airport on
Sunday nighr,

Operations were suspen-
ded around 3.30 am. Seven
aircraft, including those of
Alr India, British Airways,
Lofthansa, Kuwait Airways,
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines
and Aerofior, which had
pushed back from the gate
before 3.30 am, had to hold

on the taxiway as visibility
dropped below the minimum
125 metres required for
take-offs.

Passengers on 2 Frank-
furt-bound Lufthansa air-
craft sat inside the plane for
9 hours and had to wait an-
other three hours to get their
bags. The delayed fight will
now take off for Frankfurt on
Tuesday morning,

“Between 3.30 am and 9
am, only four planes took
off,” said a source from the
AVIATION SeCTor.

ADDING TO CHAOS

As parking bays got full, all
arrivals were put on hold on
Monday morning. Sub-
sequently, departures from
other airports were permit-
ted to Delhi but with a time
gap. This, however, was not
sufficient as visibility did not
improve till % am. Incoming
aireraft, wo, had to walt for

IN A HAZE. Frig.l'lif-mkc-nffs were delayed after dense smog

reduced visibility at the 1G] airport in New Delhi

up to two hours before get-
ting a parking bay.

“This was an unforeseen
situation. The fog was denser
than what was initially fore-
casted by the meteorological
department,” said an airport
official, An airline official
said they adhered to Direct-
orate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA) instructions
to deboard passengers from

aircraft, where wait time was
over 90 minutes, However
this has 1o be carried out
upon clearance from the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) and getting
clearance on time was a chal-
lenge as multiple flights were
delayed.

Senior officials of civil avi-
ation ministry visited airport
operations control centre on

“Between 3.30
am and 9 am,
only four planes
took off,” said a
source from the
aviation sector

Monday. Later in the even-
ing, ministry officials also re-
viewed standard operating
procedures of airport and
agencies,

SAFETY APRIORITY
Airports have been instruc-
ted to maintain close co-
ordination with stakehold-
€T, ensure timely
dissemination of informa-
tion, and facilitate passenger
convenience.  “Passenger
safety and smooth opera-
tions remain our top prior-
ity,” Civil Aviation Ministry
gaid ina poston X.
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Low visibility causes
300 flight cancellations

DEEPAK PATEL
Hew Dedhi, 15 December

At least 300 flights were can-
celled across nomhern Tndia on
Momday after danse  fog
engulfed the Mational Capieal
Region (MCR) in the moming,
aviation Industry executives
sajid. Hundreds more flights
were delayed.

At Dell alrport alone, ag
least 228 flighs — 131 depar-
tures and g7 amivals — were
cancelled due o low visibility,
thay sdded. The alrpoet handles
around 1360 flights a day.

AL least fve fights were
diverted from Delhi alrport w
nearty alrpons on Monday, the
sourcessald.

IndiGo sadd on X that dense
fiosa comtinued 1o affect visibility
ar Delhd and other alrponts in
northern Indis, leadingtodslmys
and changestoflight schedules.
“Prolonged lowvisibiliry during
the moming hous has

Imipacted abr tradfhe movement,
and asa resuln, somse flights have
been cancelled 10 ensure safe
and compliant  operations
throuigh the restof the dny” the
alrline said. It added thar
affected customers were being
infoermed in sdvance via Wiiaes-
Apprand el TndsGao's websine
shorwed st least ro flights can-
celled on Monday duetofog.

Adrlmdia, ina poston X, sabd
poue wisibiliny cansed by dense
fo in Dedhi had dissapeed fight
operations for all airlines. The
carrder sald 37 of its flights wera
cancelisd on Monday due to
weather conditions. “In the
interest of safery, and 1o avokd
prolonged uncertainty for our
guests, spme fights have been
cancelied,” It sakd, adding that
ground teams were working
roumd the clock tio asskar pacsen-
gers. Alr Indla advised passen-
gers tocheck the latest statis of
their flights before heading to
the alrpart.

DGCA probe panel
on [light disruptions
visits IndiGo H()

The four-membes
paned, sef up by Direc-
torGenetal of Civil Avi-
atlon Faiz Alumed

Khdwal to Ervestl-

gate large-
seale operational
disruptions at domestic
carrier IndbGo earlier this mont,
wislted the alrline's headaqussters on
Momday as part of the ongolng probe,
sounces sald.

During the visit, they sald, the pansal
mambers checked multiple aspects of the
operations that could have resulted in the
disruptions. “The panel members visived
IndiGe headguarters on Monday. They
remalned there throughout the day o rake
the ongoing probe alwad ® asource privy
to Information told PIT.

Durimg the visit, sasd another source,
the probe panel chackad moltiple aspeces
ol operathons, inciuding infrestructure
that oould have resulted in such alarge-
scale disrupeion of services. M
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K’buragi may get K’taka’s first
leopard conservation reserve

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

arnatakaislikelytogeta
dedicated reserve for the
nservationofleopards

with the Kalaburagi division
taking the lead in identifying
a first patch of forest land for
the purpose. Officials have
proposed 2,877 acres of undis-
turbed area in the 6,410-acre
forest in Chittapur taluk for
a start. This was done after a
camera trap study in the area
showed the presence of fourto
five leopards and several other
species of wildlife.

“The small patch of undis-
turbed dry deciduous forest is
relatively small. Butit's astart.
Apartfromleopards,itishome
to several other animals. The
government can further add
contiguous forestsin the neigh-
bouring division (Yadgir),”said
Kalaburagi Deputy Conserva-
tor of Forests Sumitkumar
Shubashrao Patil.

Leopards are highly adap-
tive and have learnt to thrive
even in city fringes. However,
the proposal leads with big cats
in the hope of protecting other
wildlife in the area.

“Itis important to bring the

A lake which falls under
Ashnal forest in Chittapur
taluk, where thereserveis
proposed.

dimension of wildlife manage-
ment to the rich ecology of
the forest. North Karnataka is
home tosomany wild animals,
Wewanttohighlightit. Instead
of seeing this forest as a territo-
ry, wewant to bring the dimen-
sion of wildlife management,”
Patil said.

Apartfromsported deerand
blackbuck, the Ashnal block
of forest where the reserve is
proposed, anditsneighbouring
blocks, are known for wolf, wild
dog, hyvena, fox and jackal.

Officials believe that bring-
ing more areas from wildlife
management will help plan
conservation beyond planta-
tion. Patil said the proposal has
received a positive response
from locals and people’s rep-
resentatives.

Consultation was held with
people during gram sabha in
Allur and neighbouring villag-
es. Later, officials in the reve-
nue department and district-
in-charge minister Priyanka
Kharge, who also represents
the area, endorsed the idea.
“We want people’s participa-
tion to be at the core of this
effort. The conservation man-
agement committee compris-
ing local representarives ofthe
reserve will take a call on the
major decisions concerning
the reserve,” he said.

Besides an anti-poaching
camp, the reserve tag is ex-
pected to push the depart-
ment to engage with the pub-
lic by conducting awareness
programmes. Further, plans
have been drafted to take up
research projectsin the area.

The proposal was placed be-
fore the state board of wildlife
and the standing commirttee
of the board discussed it last
month. “Afteradetailed discus-
sion, the standing committee
decided to defer the proposal,
with instructions to produce
a comprehensive proposal af-
ter technical assessment for
perusal,” the minutes of the
meeting said.
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SC Refuses to Entertain PIL on
IndiGo Chaos, Cites HC Case

Our Bureaw

New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt on Monday tormed the
recent Qight cancellations
by IndlGoasa “grave and pub-
lic" concern though it decli-
nisd to entertain a publle in-
terest litigation (PIL) seekling a
Judicial probe into the matter
and on [ssuing refunds to affec
ted passengers.
A bench led by Chief Justice
Surya Kant, while declining to
entertain the petition, asked
Narendra Mishra, the peti-
tioner, to instead move the
DelhiHigh Courtwhich is
already hearing the case.
It also pointed out that the
Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has for-
med a committes o probe
the crisis.
India's largest airline
cancelled hundreds of
flights earlier this month

SC Backs Delhi HC

DGCA-appointed panel is examining flight disruptions

mainly due toa severe pilot shortage following
enforcement of new flving norms by the
DGCA, It left thousands stranded at airports
across the country, forcing the government to
stepin toresolve the crisis.

The apex court said it doesn't want a parallel
procecding as that could dissuadde the high court
from hearing the case,

If all the grievances are not redressed, thies not
hing stops the petitioner or any other pablic-spi
rited individual to approach the Supreme Coart,
the CuJl sald, noting that all the contentions raised
by Mishra are currently pending before the HC

Last week, the high court had criticised the
Centre and DCGA for failing to prevent the cri-
5is and asked IndiGo to take steps for paving
manetary compensation to the affected pas-
sengers. It also guestioned how airfares on
other carriers surged to unprecedented levels
amid the turmaoil at IndiGao,

The high court had also asked why the govern-
memnt did not implement the guidelines on pilod
working hours on time and why 1t acted only
whien the crisis had erupted.

“You allowed the situation to precipitate, and
only then did you take action.” the court said
“Why did you allow all this to happen? What ac
thom have vou talen to provide help to people and
compensate them? [U's not just a question
of individual passengers stuck at the air
port. The question is also about loss to the
economy. How could other airlines take ad-

16 DECEMBER 2025

Iﬂ“&ﬁﬁ;"s -;l.'?il'lﬂdlfﬁ vantage of the situation and start char-
ATl N f Iwﬂhi ging TN or mare for tickets from pas-
i A sengners,” it said
public’ coocer Wml]assuaﬁ |51 The high court asked the Centre to en-
sure that the situation returns to nor-
CH says petitioners can retun if mal at the earliest, without compromi-
LES PRMMAIN unresaived sing passenger safety, Further the court
questions cillled for taking suitable measures (o
i ﬁﬁf in ensure that all airlines employ an ade
wrmgensation | alrfares by rival quate number of pilots.
for affectod airlines after The high court was hearing a public in
passengers rancellations terest litigation filed by two practising la

wyers, Akhil Rana and Utkarsh Sharma,
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DGCA probe
panel visits
airline's HQ_

THE FOUR-MEMBEER paned,
sot up by Direcior General of
Ciw |..l'|. ation Falz Ahmed
Ki d\ i to imvestigte pcn
L |IJJ.'.I uptions at dor
carrier IndiGo  earlier th
month, wisited J alrline's
hmr||'|1r..'|rtrrx:|'n.Iillnlgrnmnn
Monday ag part of the ongo-
ing probe, reports FT1
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DGCA panel visits IndiGo HQ amid crisis

PRESS TRUSTORIRENA TURBULENCE DRAWS DGCA EYE

Mumbai, December 15
mThe panel checked

K RAMMOHAN NAIDU,
MINISTER ©F CIVIL AVIA'I'IDH

" SC refuses to hear plea

THE FOUR-MEMBER panel, set mThe surge in air

- -

up by Director General of Civil multlpl_e aspects of prices is gen erally The govt On Canceuatlon Of ﬂlghts
Aviation Faiz Ahmed Kidwaito operations th‘?t could because it is a wants to

investigate large-scale opera- ~ haveresulted in deregulated sector, prevent THE SUPREME COURTon  IndiGo flight cancellations
tional disruptions at domestic services disruption the minister said 5 Monday refused toentertain  and asked why the situation

. 3 : < - € oppor- S e pwd el

carrier IndiGo earlier this ol % a PIL seeking judicial inter- was allowed to precipitate,
month, visited the airline’s tunistic vention into the issue of with lakhs of passengers
headquarters on Monday as pricing cancellation of hundreds of  stranded and other airlines
part of the ongoing probe, situation flights by IndiGo,and asked  charginghefty fares.

sources said.

During the visit, they said,
the panel members checked
multiple aspects of the opera-
tions that could have resulted
in the disruptions.

"Thepanel members visited
IndiGo headquarters on Mon-
day. They remained there
throughout the day to take the
ongoing probe ahead,"a source
privy toinformation told PTI.

Duringthe visit,saidanother
source,the probe panel checked
multiple aspects of operations,
including infrastructure that
could have resulted in such a
large-scale disruption of ser-
vices.The four-memberpanel,
comprising Joint DG Sanjay Bra-
hamane, Deputy Director Gen-
eral Amit Gupta, Senior Flight
Operations Inspector Kapil
Manglik, and FOI Lokesh Ram-
pal,hasbeentasked withidenti-
fying the root causes of wide-

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

spread operational disruptions.

Itsmandate includesassess-
ingmanpowerplanning fluctu-
ating rostering systems,andthe
airline’s preparednesstoimple-
ment thelatest duty period and
rest norms for pilots.

‘Govt bolstering tariff
monitoring unit’

Meanwhile, Ministerof Civil
Aviation Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naiduon Monday said that the
government is taking the high
airfares issue seriously and
wants to prevent opportunistic
pricing situation and is
strengthening the tariff moni-

Tue, 16 December 2025

toring unit of DGCA.

Responding to supplemen-
taries during Duestion Hour in
the Rajya Sabha, the minister
said the governmentistaking
theissue seriously, whilenoting
that the surge in airfaresis gen-
erallybecauseitisaderegulated
sector. He said in airtravel, many
stakeholders are involved
including CISF.

But, the government makes
an effort thatpassengers donot
face any problems at every
touchpoint to ensure that air
travelis smooth, he noted.

“...the ministry is taking it
(airfares) seriously. Tariff moni-
toringunitof DGCAisbeing fur-

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/78739904

therstrengthened. Wearemon-
itoring more domestic routes
and even international routes.
The government wants to pre-
vent the opportunistic pricing
situation,theminister said.

He said the surgeinairprices
isgenerallybecause itisadereg-
ulated sector and there is a mis-
match in the demand and sup-
ply. Naidu said that when the
demandbecomes toohighthen
the prices tend torise.

Regarding capping of prices
on December &, the minister
said, “We all are aware with
Indigo crisis that has happened
and we all knowhow much dis-
tress it has caused. One major

the petitioner to move the
Delhi High Court with the
grievances.

The Delhi High Court,on
December 10, questiuned
the central government for
not taking timely action to
check the crisis caused by

It was hearinga PILseek-
ing directions to the Centre
to provide support and
refunds to passengers
affected by the cancellation
of hundreds of flights by
IndiGo.

—PTI

thing thathashappenedduring
the time is the capacity con-
straintsatwhich Indianaviation
wasoperating.”

IndiGo is the majorairline,
and curtailment of its opera-
tions resulted in huge disrup-
tions and cancellations, he said,
adding,"So generally the other
sideofthe trendwouldberisein
airfares. That is exactly why we
have to keep the airfaresvery
reasonable and affordable...so
we have cappedthe prices.”

He said airfares may also
rise because of other reasons

which the ministry closely
observes and continuously
engages with stakeholders to
keep themincheck.
“Whenever there mightbe a
situation..we from the ministry
are taking action. | can giveyou
other examples also, during
Kumbh mela, we have done it,
during Pahalgam incident we
have done it, during Covid also
we have done it. So, whenever
theremightbeasituationwhen
airfares might rise,the ministry
isacting upon it andtakingnec-
essary action,”the minister said.

<o
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When IndiGo grounded
India, chartered skies
came to the rescue

The unprecedented operational meltdown at IndiGa
inthe first week of December crippled India's civil
aviation sector due to the airline's around 65% market
share, but it triggered a boom in the chartered flight
market as first-class and business-class travellers,
corporate groups, and destination wedd ing parties

shifted to private jets to avoid disruptions.

Highest demand for
charters on routes to
popular destination
wedding spots and
business hubs: Udaipur,
Jaipur, Jodhpur, Delhi,
Bengaluru, Chennal,
Mumbal, and Goa

Inguiries for private jets
increased by close to
25%; actual bookings
rose by close to 15% (as
per Flying Birds Aviation
CEO Ashish Kumar
Singh), with the biggest
hikes to Delhi,
Bengaluru, Chennai, and
Murmnbai

Majar shift from
passengers who
normally fly first class or
business class on
scheduled flights

Growing trend
People with liquid funds
increasingly trust
chartered flights, aided
by more idle private
aircraft available for
short-haul fixed-wing
and rotor-wing
operations.

S

Demand driven
by necessities
Important family events
e.g., destination
weddings, medical
emergencies,
planned
vacations,
and
international
connections
during peak December
travel season

Notable incident
Alarge conglomerate
deployed its private jet
from Mumbaito
Guwahati to rescue 36
children of top
executives stranded at
Kaziranga National Park
after IndiGo
cancellations

Rotor-wing (helicopters)
saw fewer bookings

than
fixed-
wing

aircraft
during this crisis

Text--Dhairya Gajara
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Why were IndiGo operations disrupted?

Why were there ‘planning gaps' in rostering pilots for IndiGo flights? How many passengers were affected by the flight delays and cancellations? Why were the
2011 Flight Duty Time Limitations rules revised in 2019? Why did airlines such as Air India, Akasa, and SpiceJet not face any problems?

EXPLAINER

Jagriti Chandra

The story so far:
n the first few days of December,
IndiGo saw a near-total meltdown
of its operations, with over 5,000
flights cancelled in the first 10 days,
carrying on from delays and nearly 900
flights cancelled in November.

What happened?

The flight disruption at IndiGo was so
severe that crew ended up at the wrong
stations, passengers’ bags reached
destinations even after their flights were
cancelled, pilots waited at airports
without duty assignments, call centres
crashed, and tempers flared at boarding
gates as passengers shouted slogans
against IndiGo and even held protest
marches inside terminals. The airline
informed India’s aviation regulator, the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), that there were “planning gaps”
in rostering pilots and misjudgement in
assessing pilot availability, as per the new
DGCA rules for pilot rest and duty hours
that came into effect from November 1.
These issues combined with minor
technical glitches, winter schedule
changes, adverse weather, and aviation
system congestion. The airline informed
the regulator that they were short of 65
pilots-in command and requested for
exemptions from the new rules to restore
flight operations. Given the massive flight
disruptions affecting lakhs of passengers,
the DGCA granted exemptions until
February 10 for the new rules. As many as
12.5 lakh passengers were impacted due
to the cancellations until December 9,
with the airline releasing 1,100 crore in
refunds. It has also offered ¥10k vouchers
to severely impacted passengers from
December 3 to 5.

What was the backdrop of new rules?
IndiGo’s recent meltdown revives a
decades-old clash between airlines and

el i L YO
S L] \ - l

b -
-
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Price of delays: Luggage piles up at Indira Gandhi International Airport Terminal as mass flight

T o

cancellations lead to logistical chaos in New Delhi on December 7. ani

pilots over Flight Duty Time Limitations
(FDTL) that govern their rest and duty
hours. This latest tiff goes back to April
2019, when the DGCA brought new rules
that reversed some of the pilot-friendly
provisions in the 2011 rules, especially
those governing night duties. The 2011
rules followed the May 22, 2010
Mangalore crash, where the probe report
cited cockpit snoring and deep breathing
for 1h40m of the 2h5m flight and noted
that the pilot-in-command would have
been affected due to flying in the
‘Window of Circadian Low’ or the period
between 2 am to 6 am when the ability to
stay awake reduces. The flight took off
from Dubai at 2.30 am IST.

They were also an outcome of the 2011
report of the Nasim Zaidi Committee on
FDTL, which was necessitated as Air India
for the first time started non-stop services
in August 1, 2007 from Mumbai to New
York. The report cited evidence from a
NASA study and delved in great detail into
the impact of fatigue and night flying on

one’s body and how sleep debt
accumulates and impacts fatigue levels.
The 2011 rules specifically barred utilising
pilots for night duties on consecutive
nights as well as stated in unambiguous
language that night landings were capped
at 2 hours and that maximum duty hours
(which is flight duty combined with and
pre and post flight duties) could not
exceed nine hours.

But these were reversed in the 2019
rules, which allowed upto two
consecutive nights of duty, and used
vague language to define maximum flying
hours and duty hours for night shift. After
pilot bodies went to Delhi High Court,
DGCA notified revised norms in January
2024. These were widely welcomed as it
raised weekly rest from 36 to 48 hours,
and restricted night flying by capping
landings to two hours, as well as
maximum flying time to eight hours and
duty time to 10 hours. But their rollout
was paused amid airline warnings of
cancellations and the need to recruit

more pilots. Pilot bodies once again
returned to the Delhi High Court, which
in April 2025 ordered phased
enforcement from July 1 for most clauses,
while those governing night duties were
to be implemented from November 1. It is
the latter that IndiGo has obtained
exemptions on. Airlines like Air India,
Akasa, and SpiceJet didn’t face
cancellations due to excess pilots as a
result of groundings, delayed aircraft
deliveries or unavailability of aircraft.
IndiGo’s tight cost controls and
hyper-efficiency squeeze their pilots the
hardest — leaving razor-thin margins.

What next?

Data indicates that though IndiGo’s
market share has consistently increased
from 47% pre pandemic to 65% now, its
employee cost have dropped from 11% to
8%. So, bridging the leadership-employee
disconnect and rebuilding employee
morale is crucial, not just with pilots but
also cabin crew and ground staff that
faced angry passengers.

From the regulator’s side there is a
need to expand the understanding of
human factors responsible for aviation
safety and not dismiss labour issues as
employee-employer issues. A deeper
malaise is pilot training, where the
training programmes of IndiGo and Air
India which cost 1.2 crore and 1.5 crore
respectively — 50% higher than market
prices and often on par with fees at
foreign schools — trap young pilots in
decade-long debt bondage often
pressuring them to skip incident reports
or give up rest for duty.

The government must seize this crisis
to strengthen the Passenger Charter of
Rights on entitlements for air travellers
during flight cancellations and delays. The
regulator’s website should transparently
list delay, cancellation, and baggage
policies in simple formats — like the U.S.
Federal Aviation Administration’s
airline-specific tables — for informed
booking. Finally, fostering market
competition and tackling drivers of
operational costs for airlines is essential.

THE GIST

b

The disruption was so severe
that crew ended up at the
wrong stations, passengers’
bags reached destinations
even after their flights were
cancelled, pilots waited at
airports without duty
assignments, call centres
crashed, and tempers flared.

b

IndiGo’s recent meltdown
revives a decades-old clash
between airlines and pilots
over Flight Duty Time
Limitations (FDTL) that govern
their rest and duty hours.

v

Data indicates that though
IndiGo’s market share has
consistently increased from
47% pre pandemic to 65%
now, its employee cost have
dropped from 11% to 8%
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SC declines to hear petition
on IndiGo flight cancellations

The Supreme Court on Monday said the recent
spate of cancellations by IndiGo airline was a
“prave and public” concern, but declined to
intervene on the ground that the Delhi High
Court was already hearing the case and the
Director General of Civil Aviation had formed a
committee to investigate the lapse. A three-judge
Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant addressed petitioner, Narendra Mishra, that
it did not want a parallel proceeding, which may
dissuade the High Court from continuing to hear
the case before it. “We know that the
Government of [ndia has taken timelv action and
cognisance of the issue,” said Chiel Justice Kant.
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Pilots’ body moves
HC against DGCA’s
FDTL exemptions

Shruti Kahar
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Toxic smog blurs visibility in
Capital; 228 flights cancelle

Iasjeev Gandhiok
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NEW DELHI: A dense sheet of
nxie fog held tse Capitsl in &
chvolehiold on Monday, sending
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swithes of the city, disrupting
rond and rail trsffie, snd cans-
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el ledd s ol 0pen. despine recen
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Diense fog ongulfs Vijny Chowk in Dethi on Menday.
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TOKIC SMOG IN DELHI
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Passive governanceis alegacy
that’s proving difficult to shed

The Inditro evisis spotlights our failure to replace reactive regrelation with a pre-emptive modd enalled by real-time data

= wisiting professor at the Instituge for Shodes
of Industrial Development and Inststute for
Human Development and former chief
statistician of India

asl fortnighil, 1 was in Bengraburu, whene,
aluirg with Inoibreds of ofher passsngies,
e i DidiGo shbualThe fighe schedubes
Likea pach ol cards. Trwellers across the
cutinry Baced dislays of up 1o 2 howrs.
< Thie alrline, controlling above G0%of
D’ avistion marke. had eollapsesd. Wisa
ugfinlelen] was rt jost an abcine manageasent (risis
—spilmequeial developrmets sigggested Ut the
iy hael sfrala by clespaboryeeid et rical
sl ik against an air-salery regulation.

Ther incidend points 1oa deegrer mebibe of wha
mlgglat b eillend passive govemanmnce: aatate Ul
waiks for prebilerms Lo manitess mither than andic-
il g and preventing thom.

Wihsat Is prvssive gponernomoe? 1 is ol 2 Lk of
prvertsaitee: il Basyle of governance marked by
el et ion and mindnal proosciive sigegge-
ienl I offeninvolives governmaals or regukslon
atepping inalter a crisis unlolds, focusieg mon:
unn i e Gillonit thamn on desbect g early

warmnbinyg sims. This cont msts with sctive govern-
arece, W hene islidiEms conlingousdy i bor,
anticipate il adjust before @ crissenupts. Active
monercer redies o Dorvsigl systens—data,

e e e o B vl ol coordinastion—io pre
el pirokilasins ar cushion e ir inpact. Passive
guvermance wails for problems o emenge or
bescome wisille en ough o foreea respanss:.

Tia Binalliia, thiss sty e ol povermaice has becoime an
sineristkealsle pable seross sectiors. Respornses an
rubieisd afber the Fact, lnid the goy erming machinery
sel clram exceiliits stivipatory capreity

Tl Lenelidzin dlisrugition oflers a vivid lustration.
Thie syl o sectior B osie ol Uhe maosd Hghtly reg-
lated ins Inolia, nder the wateh of the Direcctonme
Caenieral of Civil Aviagion (DEECA and mingsdey ol
civil aviation. Yed, the system apypeeansd blisdsided
by aslalTbeg crisis,

Dhespiie theregrudator having notified its stafling
ks Do veams s, news reports iic e that
LilEC3or machis e siggeriificsanid imicmesise b ils slall
wapaily wovent a5 it excpanded Mighits and routes.
The regulaiors Gilune was not that the rubes were
irratiomally framed, Do o active ronitoring wes
lacking. Airlisies ane reguied (o ralofain kg of
wkaily Mighiisand pibid ssigmmets; dhe daia fom
these lowes sloulk] |IiI'-I.'|JI.‘1.'II.'III.'J|}‘H'I|'|1IJ\EIJI'
sbvanced warnings and follw up with regalatory
aation lor non-compliance. In additkon toaidine
recnrls, warming signals on iadeguate stalfing
ahondd abso bave: been availabile from the statwtory
Idings witln the Emplosees” Prowident Fund Org-
szt b and Emploves State Insurance Corp,

Sl imeilEs has e il with reponts ol dilfi-
aell work comclilions in avialmwe An active govers-
e appruach wonlid have pichoed ap these signals
ihirviceh mmidlne surveillanoe of data anil reprrts.
anl sl Lhaim oy s regulaton guidanee

Wieen the erisis did ooeur, the indtial govern
el resgaise: W delemsive and procedoaral
Slale s weere B abvonit “reviewing U sit-
afon” and ensuring “moemal Gt ioans” Only
ifterdays ol disruptioos did e repdator resgomd,
s theat e by partially relasdng sfety normes, By
e, U e o amd pegaeta ional eosts had
mmitesd— both for U aidineand for Incdissaia-
Lo rebability.

Lru cichadidionn Tek Uhee Enaeneedinlie el emends af this
sty Dere s i amore systemic Gailure: dataaned
slatwiry reporting olligatinne ane sseo pwne s
reetil-sese b oot tes thas s instrirmesnts fs
illecive: gonvernoee. This leads Uoa parsdox
e repuorting obdigationsane vewed & inloa-
wive [urdens on mearket funetaning, while regrula-
turs Lhemselves blunder in wilful blindsess. Tlis is
cormponsrded by the Gt that many of vur regla-
Ry baodies are designand for cumplianes eafonee:
et e b s anticipation. Their princial
s B 10 erseine That entilies congsly with rmal
ckidedines, ot fo scan data loremerging voloe s
hilifies Thisapprosch B lnreancmtic hgacy —
rerulation s policiog rther oo stewarndship.

oty . Lhis B hapmpendig al @ U when the
wovermmenl, levingadopled neocden tecluology,
B swEmuming bividata, Howoever, U clata islwedd in
silos amd contmlling departmenits and sgencies
whedv vact ofhier ds competibon in acomples battle
Bt slaatais il Bvindsetary all st lons, mtbierifin
colkabeorators, O reflection of Usis mdndset s that
stalistinal oflficersassigned todillecent depan-
riweis i odben assiwed noulns: Gisks, such as
cumpilg I repores and preguring podianen:
Lary responses ruther than serving as Boot e
agenis ol infemation maecrgenwenl The stafeof
wveiTiee B oapuned s pithy olservation o
thie British sitcomm Yex, Privee Miriger, wlere a sen-

i vl servant reneecbsd e povernmeni s not a
e bt a “lovse confesb=ration of warring (=

Passive povernance, nilori st ey, is politcaly
comiortablie Being resetive s govermments ks
wimi bl actbo during crises— s coi{erences,
Gt-lknding commiliers, emergenicy guidelines—
that genirates immelEate public kegitiomesey, Pro-
active i I'!m.lr_\' comnlrasl, Eoflen inviside, Pre-
venling a crisis does nol prooduice headbines, 1t
regpuires Eivestinent in data sysiens, lasting bl
capacity and regulavory bumility, wisich sebdom
captiare Use political Inuagination.

Thins a cvele persisis crises revir, cilieenms adajd
atid the machdoery consoliclabes s robe s a react -
pwe firelighter rather than a preventive anchites,
This dymamic lelps explain why routine decisions
are converted bo lreling mesures, Civil ser
wamits Lanboe pecadiar peide b bow beord aned Lae ey
work 1o hanlle predictable emergencies, mtler
than implementing stsbesmicim provements that
wolildd prresent the crisis b the s place.

Whal is ieededis a chatige dn perspective. Goy-
erieunee mus be rreaded nolas anesencis eyl
otnsgramenl, Dl s ouniEmoos ridomanagemens
This respuiies uisiog data for predictive modilorg,
inter-agency coobination and U developmeit ol
pratoscobs for U active sharing of data scross
dhepariments and agencies The palilic relese of
oupeerational metrics wotld allow civil society am]
vaperts fon g wardy riske,

These are ol rudical leas tuey exist bo numser-
s et bsadon reports. The prolslenn salack of
st ional e Al IJ||'I|i|.:|wM.J|"| el, il s
ersm el s shiown g keeginess bo adopd “whiole-of -
mnernmenl’ svslems | have previous]y discussed
b imeck s like Progati wene effeciivein
resslving infer-agency proldems, Unlomunately,
Uesee bessoranes Bave mot besenn bt iputionabized.
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Rising GPS interference incidents a concern: IATA

There have been instances of GPS spoofing and interference incidents at Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Amritsar. Hvderabad, Bangalore and Chennai airports

GENEVA/NEW DELHI:
Increasing incidents of flights
experiencing GPS spoofing and
jamming is a concern, and pilots
need to be more vigilant, accord-
ing to global airlines’ group-
ing IATA.

The International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA) repre-
sents around 360 airlines that
account for over 80 per cent of
the global air traffic. Air India,
IndiGo, Air India Express and
Spicefet are also part of the
grouping,

In recent times, there have
also been instances of GPS spoof-
ing and interference incidents at
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Amrit-
sar, Hyderabad, Bangalore and
Chennai airports.

During interactions this week

in Geneva, IATA officials said ris-
ing incidents of GPS interference
incidents are a concern. IATA
Director General Willie Walsh
said incidents of GPS spoofing
and jamming require pilots to be
more vigilant in terms of oper-
ation, because the increase has
been very significant.

"It exists right across the
world now". Global Position-
ing System (GPS)/ Global Navi-
gation Satellite System (GNSS)
spoofing and jamming refers to
attempts to manipulate a user's
navigation system by giving false
signals.

International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) identifies
GNSS spoofing as a form of
International Radio Frequency
Interference (RFI). Nick Careen,

Senior Vice President Oper-
ations, Safety and Security at
[ATA, said that in the beginning,
such incidents were in the Mid-
dle East and then, with the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian conflict, it was
happening in Eastern Europe.

“"Now, there are incidents in
India, in Asia, in Venezuela...,"
he said. Data from [ATA showed

the GPS loss rate measured as
the number of GPS loss events
per 1,000 flights is estimated
to be at 59 in 2025 compared
to 31 in 2022,

These figures are based on
data compiled from the Flight
Data eXchange (FDX), an aggre-
gated de-identified database of
flight data that is part of the

GPS/GNSS
spoofing and
jamming refers

to attempts to
manipulate a user's
navigation system by
giving false signals

Global Aviation Data Manage-
ment (GADM) programme.

It is contributed to by air-
lines that are part of the pro-
gramme. In 2022, the GPS loss
rate was 31, based on a relatively
low number of recorded flights
and in 2024, it was 56, showing
a steady trend despite higher
traffic volumes.

The GPS loss rateis expected
to reach 59 this year, according
to a presentation by Careen.
He noted that the increase is
"notable and concerning -- it
suggests that GPS interference
or jamming is becoming more
frequent, not merely a function
of flight volume".

FDX is an essential asset in
mitigating airlines safety risks
on the basis of solid data, as per
IATA. When asked what could
be the key reasons for such inci-
dents, Careen said it is not about
targeting civil aviation. "We are
justbystanders... becauseitis typ-
ical military response to airspace
management around a conflict
zone... we just happen to be either
too close to it or whatever they
are doing is actually a little bit

beyond their targeted area,” he
said. According to him, better
coordination, communication
and systems can help in deal-
ing with the incidents. "We are
raising awareness. s it (GPS
spoofing, jamming) something
that would prevent me from get-
ting on an aeroplane? No," he

India's civil aviation min-
istry, this week, informed the
Lok Sabha that a total of 1,951
issues of interference with air-
craft's GPS system have been
reported during the two years
since November 2023. GPS inter-
ference reporting started after
the publication of the Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
advisory circular in November
2023 regarding GNSS interfer-
ence in airspace. AGENCIES
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IndiGo crisis a
grave matter, SC
says, but refuses

to entertain PIL

Times News Nerwoas

New Delhi: Supreme Courd
on Monday saild issnes related
to the meltdown of IndiGo air
line's passenger travel servic-
&5 in the first week of Dec are
of grave public importance,
buat refused to entertain a PIL,
saying that as the Delhi high
court is already seized of the
matter, a parallel judicial pro-
ceeding is unwarranted.

Petitioner Narendra Mis-
hra raised the issue of irrego-
lar refund of ticket prices by
the airdine causing financial
loss to passengers. “The issues
raised in the PIL are of grave
public importanee. However,
since Delhi HC is hearing a PIL
on the same i=sue, it would not
be prudent to start a parallel ju-
dicial proceeding.” said a
bench led by CI1 Surya Kant.

Appearing for IndiGo, se-
nicradvocate Mukul Rohatgi
opposed the PIL, saving the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on Dec 5
constituted an expert com-
mittee to go into all issues
arising from the crisis,
which the airline had initial-
Iy elaimed were trigeered by
the enforcement of DGCAs
pilot roster duthes,
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After Air India, Akasa eyes IndiGo pie
amid gathering capacity headwinds

Saurabh Sinha | Tnw

New Delhi: After Air India,
Akasa has also asked govt
how long will IndiGo capacity
cuts continue so that it can de-
cide on operating some extra
flights in the second half of
Jan, by when the 31st aircraft
it has inducted in its fleet will
start flying.

Theaviation ministry isex-
pected to finalise IndiGo cuts
and duration of the same early
this week. Air India has of-
fered to explore operating 275
extra flights this month.

The 30 Boeing 737s Akasa
has in its fleet are being fully
utilised. The airlines recently
got its 3lst aircraft which will

start flying next month. The
airline is learned to be able to
operate this to partially fill the
void created by IndiGo’s route
cuts only in the second fort-
night of Jan, and not Feb. “In-
diGo flight cut void can at best
be filled partially and that too
temporarily. Al, AT Express &
Alkasa resources arenearly ful-
ly deploved. Al may have 275
additional flights this month.
The best thing will be to have
IndiGo back on its feet as soon
as possible,” said an official.
Meanwhile, the panel of
eight flight operations inspec-
tors (FOIs) created by the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) tooversee In-
diGo operations till the same

stabilise are learnt to have
identified certainchinks in the
airline’s armour. An expat top
management person (hot
CEQ)isunder the scanner and
some  regulatory  action
against him is likely:

Theoperationscontrol cen-
tre (OCC) has also been found
tobeaweaklink. Asof now, the
airline is giving out two-day
rosters to pilots. This means a
pilot knows the flights he or
she is supposed to fly next two
days only, “This two-day roster
will continue till the collapsed
OCC system is revived,” said
people in the know:
Upsetinstructors

Apart from troubles with
IndiGo, aviation authorities

are facing another problem:
The FOIs are upset at the re-
cent removal of four of their
colleagues from their position
for allegedly not being able to
prevent IndiGo’s fiasco. “FOIs
feel they have been made the
scapegoats, Some of them now
want to quit their positions,”
said sources.
Hindon flights cut

Even before the latest cuts,
flights to and from Hindon Air-
port had been slashed by half
this winter. While the IAF en-
claveused to handle 25 arrivals
and as many departures in
summer;, the number has drop-
ped to 12 for both. Now two
more IndiGo flights have been
cancelled till Feb.
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Govttogive
DGCA more
teeth, curb
steepairfares

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 15
The Centre on Mondoy said it
would tighten ovemsight to
curh steep pirfores, with the
Directorate General of Civil
Avintion’s (DGCA)  tarff
monitoring umit set o be
strengthensd to chedowhat it
deseribed a5 opportunistic
pricing by afrlines

Replying to supplementary
guestions in the Hajva Sabha,
Cwvil Aviation Minister K
Ram Mohan Noidu said the
povernment  wis  closely
tmrking fare trends aross an
expanding network of
domestic amd nternational
routes, amid repeated com-
plaints of shirp price spilies
during periods of disruption
and peak demand

The mimster told the
House that the DGCA's tanfl
monitoring mechanism was
being epanded
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Apex courtjunks PIL.on
IndiGo cancellations

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 15
The Supreme Court on Mon-
day reflised to entertain a PIL
seeking judicisl intervention
into the cnsis tngeered by the
cancellation of hundreds of
IndiGo flights, ohserving that
the matter was already being
heard by the Delhi High Court,
“We appreciate the 1ssue, but
instend of parallel proceeding's,
vou go to the (Delhi) High
Court” a threequdpe Bench
led by Chief Justice of India
Surva Eant said. granting lib-

erty to petitioner Narendra
Mishra to intervenein the case
pending before the High Court,

“It {the Delhi High Court) is
also a constitutional court. IF
your prievances are not
redressed, then you can come
here,” the CII told Mishra, whao
had sought directions to the
Centre o provide support and
refunds to passengers affected
by larpe-scale flight cancella-
tions. He had also demanded a
court-maonitored probe into the
IndiGo crisis, — TNS
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