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| AAI SYSTEM CRASH | FORENSIC AUDIT ORDERED AFTER DELHI ATC OUTAGE

Govt orders probe into system failure at IGI

Neha LM Tripathi
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Madras High Court reserves orders in Aerohub PVR INOX case

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Friday reserved orders on
two writ petitions filed by
PVR INOX against the pro-
posed closure of its five-
screen mutiplex operating
at the Aerohub, a com-
mercial space attached to
the multi-level car park
(MLCP) building at Chen-
nai airport.

Justice M. Dhandapani
deferred his verdict after
hearing arguments ad-
vanced by senior counsel
P.S. Raman and Satish Pa-
rasaran for the petitioner
and Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) AR.L. Sun-
daresan, assisted by Ra-
maswamy Meyyappan, for
Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI). The ASG told

the judge the AAI had no
direct contractual obliga-
tion with PVR INOX which
was only a sub licencee of
Meenambakkam Realty
Private Limited, a special
purpose vehicle (SPV)
floated by Olympia Tech-
park (Chennai) Private Li-
mited for the construction
of the Aerohub.

Agreement terminated
Pointing out the contrac-
tual agreement between
AAI and Meenambakkam
Realty had got terminated
and the matter was now
pending with an arbitral
tribunal, the ASG said,
PVR INOX could, at best,
seek damages only from
the SPV and could not file
writ petitions against AAIL
He also contended the
AAI was not in favour of al-

The ASG contended the AAl was not in favour of allowing the multiplex to function inside the airport
premises since operation of a cinema hall was not a permissible activity under the AAl Act of 1994,

lowing the multiplex to
function inside the airport
premises since operation
of a cinema hall was not a

permissible activity under
the AAI Act of 1994. “It is
not as if we want to throw
out PVR INOX and bring

someone else. We do not
want a theatre at all in our
premises,” he said. Mr.
Sundaresan denied the ar-

gument made on behalf of
PVR INOX that the term
‘airport’ found in the AAI
Act would not include the
Aerohub building which
was located outside the
terminal buildings and the
runways secured by the
Central Industrial Securi-
ty Force (CISF).

Analogy with HC
“The area from the GST
(Grand Southern Trunk)
Road to the compound
wall behind the airport
buildings is the airport.
Just because the Aerohub
is located outside the CISF
security zone, it does not
mean that it could not be
called an airport. Car
parking is a passenger fa-
cility. It is connected to
the airport,” he said.
When the judge drew

an analogy with the Ma-
dras High Court complex,
and said the CISF secures
only the High Court build-
ings and not the other
buildings which house fa-
mily courts and so on, the
ASG said that analogy
would not apply to the air-
port since AAI was bound
to provide certain services
outside the security zone
too.

“There are about 16 to
18 gates to the airport ter-
minal buildings. It is not
as if only the area north to
those gates could be
called an airport. The
south of that area is also
airport. We have to pro-
vide space for loading and
unloading of Iluggage,
boarding and deboarding
of passengers from their
cars and so on,” he said.
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Trade fair: AAI shed light on air
traffic controllers’ role, careers

Emphasises skill, trainir

ANAMTA FATIMA

NEW DELHE: On the second
day of the India International
Trade Fair at Bharat Manda-
pam, the Airports Authority
of India (AAT) drew a steady
streamn of curious students
and young professionals to its
bustling stall. AAT represen-
tatives used the plattorm to
illuminate the critical yet lit-
tle-known world of air traffic
contral (ATC) and navigation
services, while also highlight-
ing available job and internship
opportunities.

In a live conversation at
the stall, an ATC specialist
explained how AAT is more
than sirports; it i the backbone
of India’s airspace, managing
atreralt safely from ground Lo
sky. “We are from the Control
Bervices team,” he said, “our
mission is bo ensure safe depar-
tures and landings, using real-
time weather data and radar to
guide every flight”

Visitors were led through
a replica control tower, where
controllers monitor radar

Al also promoted its infernship and recruitment programmes

FIC/MPOST

screens, communicale  via
coded transmissions, and
switch aircralt between tower
control and broader area-
control centres during ascent
and descent. The AAI team
emphasised the skill, train-
ing, and high-stakes decisions
tnvelved, noting that control-
lers may manage multiple air-
craft in challenging weather or

emergency situations. )
AAT also used the trade fair

to promote its internship and
recruitment programmes. They
outlined roles in the Commu-
nication, Navigation, and Sur-
veillance (CWE) directorate, the
very systems that make ATC
possible, These internships are
open Lo engineering students,
particularly th electronies or
redated ﬂ{:?di AAL recently
advertised 20 consultant roles
in CMNS, with a consolidated

murllhl}' payment.

13 and high-stakes decisions involved

Highlights
oAbl representatives
used the platform 1o
illuminate the critical yet
little-known warld of air
traffic control (ATC) and

navigation services

» Visitors were led thraugh
d replica control tower,
where controllers
manitar radar screens,
communicate via coded
transmissions

For longer-term opportu-
nities, AALLs cu:r:':]ll!l,' recrudl-
ing for Junior Execulives in Air
Traffic Control, with hundreds
of positions announced under
Advertisement No. 02/2025.

By combining outreach,
education, and clear career
pathways, AAls presence at
the trade fair partic ularly day
two served to demystify one of
aviation's most vital professions,
while inviting the next genera-
ton 1o join its mission.
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Why was there a tech glitch at Delhi airport?

Why did the Automatic Message Switching System fail? What happens when there’s a technical

failure? How many flights did the November 6 incident affect? What are the issues that have

surfaced after the incident? Which airports use the AMSS? Does it need upgrading?

Murali N. Krishnaswamy

The story so far:

ir traffic operations at New Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International (IGI)
Airport were affected on November 6,
after the Automatic Message
Switching System (AMSS) experienced a
technical issue. It took over 24 hours for it to be
restored. The Civil Aviation Ministry is reported
to have asked the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) to upgrade the system.

What was the issue in Delhi?

The Air Traffic Controllers’ Guild (India) raised
its concerns, highlighting how the disruption
forced Air Traffic Controllers (ATCOs) to
manually handle over 2,500 daily aircraft
movements, including more than 1,500
scheduled flights and 1,000 aircraft overflying
Indian airspace. An aviation source who is
closely associated with Air Traffic Control (ATC)
told The Hindu that the automation systems used
by ATCOs derive the data from the Flight Data
Processing System (FDPS), which in turn is fed
by the AMSS. When the AMSS experienced
failure, the automation systems did not get the
required data, including flight plans. Yogendra
Gautam, CCM, Air Traffic Safety Electronics
Personnel Association (ATSEPA) India, has told
The Hindu that the AMSS is a core
communication backbone for air traffic
operations, used in all the major ATC centres
including Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata,
to handle aeronautical messages. These include
flight plans, departure and arrival messages,
delay and cancellation messages, meteorological
and NOTAM updates and coordination messages
between ATCs and airlines. Essentially, it
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‘Existing
automation
Systems
used for air
trafhc
control
have begun
to exhibit
significant
perform-
ance

degradation’

Time to upgrade: Union Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu visits Delhi
Airport on November 8 to review operations after the technical glitch. ani

receives, stores and forwards these messages
automatically through the Aeronautical Fixed
Telecommunication Network and Aeronautical
Message Handling System (AMHS) links.

It works using input sources, from airlines,
ATC centres, meteorological offices, and AAI
stations, which send digital flight or operational
messages. The AMSS also converts various
formats into a unified format. There is a routing
logic, where the system decides where each
message must go, whether to the ATC tower or
other airports. Messages are temporarily stored
in a central database and can be retrieved in
case of transmission delays. The official said that
the AMSS runs 24X7, processing thousands of
flight-related messages.

Technical and procedural issues can trigger
AMSS failure. Delhi’s AMSS, which was supplied
by a Spanish organisation, is built on an older
server architecture with legacy
message-switching software — there have been
patches and upgrades. The system has some
India-made content. Database or server
overload, especially during peak hours, can
cause delays or loss of communication. Other
reasons include inadequate synchronisation
between standby systems leading to message
blackout periods, and integration issues with
other systems. As the AMSS interfaces with air
traffic service automation, aeronautical
information service and network routers, any
network fault or delayed interface response can
choke the AMSS message flow. The official said
there is also limited local technical manpower
trained on this legacy system. In Delhi, the glitch
was reportedly due to a synchronisation failure
between the primary and standby servers,
compounded by delayed switch-over and
corrupted message queues. The result was an
inability to transmit/receive flight plans and
NOTAMSs, he said, adding that a migration to a
modern, cloud-supported AMHS/ATS integrated
system is long overdue.

How busy is Delhi airport?

In 2024, under the ‘total passengers’ category,
IGI Airport was ranked ninth among the world’s
busiest airports, handling 77.8 million
passengers, according to the Airports Council
International (ACI) World list. It was ranked 15,
for its 4,77,509 aircraft movements. The ACI
represents over 2,181 airports across 170
countries. Due to the glitch, over 500 flights
were affected and several cancelled.

What has the parliamentary report said?
In its “Three Hundred Eightieth Report - Overall
Review of Safety in the Civil Aviation Sector’
(presented to the Rajya Sabha on August 20,

2025), the Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Transport, Tourism and Culture observed
that “existing automation systems used for air
traffic control, particularly at high-density
airports such as Delhi and Mumbai, have begun
to exhibit significant performance degradation.
This includes issues of system slowness, data
processing lags, and a lack of modern
decision-support features”. It adds: “The
existing Indian ATC systems lack many of the
advanced, integrated capabilities that are now
standard in modern air traffic management
systems used by global counterparts like
Eurocontrol or the FAA.” This deficit, it said,
places an enormous additional cognitive strain
on already-overworked ATCOs, who are forced
to manually compensate for the system’s
shortcomings. This “increases the risk of human
error and limits the overall capacity of the
airspace”.

How is it in Europe for instance?

Professor Marina Efthymiou, Professor of
Aviation Management, Business School, Dublin
City University, Ireland, has told The Hindu that
Europe’s Air Traffic Management (ATM) system,
coordinated through Eurocontrol and
implemented through national air navigation
service providers, operates on a complex
network of legacy and modernised systems that
must seamlessly integrate under the Single
European Sky framework. While initiatives such
as SESAR (the technological pillar of the Single
European Sky) aim to digitalise and harmonise
ATM across Europe, the coexistence of outdated
radar systems, fragmented communication
protocols, and inconsistent data-sharing
platforms continues to expose vulnerabilities to
technical glitches and cyber threats. There have
been disruptions, such as system outages in
flight data processing or communication
networks, highlighting the fragility of Europe’s
current ATM infrastructure and the need for
resilient, cloud-based and Al-driven
coordination tools to ensure continuity.

The future of air navigation in Europe is likely
to rely on satellite-based navigation (GNSS) and
automation-enhanced traffic prediction, but
these advances will require robust cybersecurity
frameworks and redundancy systems to mitigate
the risk of data corruption or signal
interference, she said.

Are there plans to upgrade?

In February 2025, Minister of State for Civil
Aviation, Murlidhar Mohol, listed a series of
initiatives being undertaken by the AAI in air
traffic and air navigation management. These
include the installation of a new pan-India
AMHS to replace the existing AMHS and AMSS
systems and Automatic Dependent
Surveillance-Broadcast ground stations at 21
airports which utilise GPS and satellites for
determining aircraft positions. Their installation
at 15 other locations has been completed.
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BEAUTIFICATION IN FOCUS

Indian Oil,
DIAL setto
adoptsix

PWD flyovers

Express News Service
New Delhi, Novemberls

SOON, THE areas beneath key
fiyovers in Delhiwilldon a fresh
look with play areas, gardens
and parking facilities. This
comes as part of the Public
Works Department (PWD) gear-
ing uptohand over six flyovers
in South Delhi to Indian Oil
Corporation Limited (IOCL)
and Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) for beautifica-
tion and upgradation underits
‘adopt a flyover’ policy.

As part of the policy, the
government aims to remove
encroachments, homelessper-
sons and beggars living under
the flyovers, and to beautify
these stretches as partof road
development and enhance-
ment, officials said.

Toupgrade these stretches,
the government has intro-
duced a Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) initiative.
Under this, private companies
and firms can adopt a {lyover
and maintain the space by
undertaking beautification and
cleanliness drives

[n return, the government
will provide these companies
with ratings, along with per-
mission forlimited advertising
rights on the adopted struc-
tures.

A senior PWD official said
they have signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
with IOCLfor threeyears. “Dur-
ing this period, the company
willbeautity, cleanand develop
any utility area. The govern-
ment will not have to pay any-
thing. It is completely a CSR in-
itiative,” officials said.

Some of the locations where
the ‘adopt a flyover’ policy is
soon to be launched include

$The IndianEXPRESS
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‘Adoptaflyover policy
@Private firms to maintain the
space inreturnfor advertisingrights
®AIM- make it encroachment free,
remove homeless persans, beautify

Chirag Dilli, Panchsheel fly-
over, IIT Delhi, Aurobindo
Road, Punjabi Bagh and Mu-
karba Chowk.

"PWD has also signed an
Mol with DIAL for repair and
maintenance of Veer Banda
Bairagi Marg in North Delhi,
near the heavily congested
Rani Jhansi Marg,” officials

added.
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RGIA gets hoax bomb threat
calls on Indigo, British flights

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, NOV. 14

The Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport
(RGIA) received two bomb
threat emails within a span
of five minutes around 230
am on Friday, police said.
Last week, another email
had claimed that a bomb had
been planted on another air-
craft; this also turned out to
be a hoax

According to officials, the
first email claimed that an
explosive had been planted
on British Airways flight
BA27T7 bound for Hyderabad.
1t was determined that allow-
ing the aircraft to land at the
Shamshabad airport was the
best option. After it landed
safely, after which passen-
gers were evacuated. CISF
personnel, the dog squad and
local police inspected the air-

» THE TWIN threats come a
day after Delhi Airport
received a similar email
claiming explosives had
been planted on the
Terminal 3 of the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
and the several other
airports.

craft, but no suspicious mate-
rial was found. Afier con-
firming it was a hoax, air-
port operations resumed.
Five minutes later, another
email was received, this time
alleging that a bomb had
been placed on an IndiGo
flight arriving from Abu
Dhabi. A threat assessment
committee was convened,
and the decision was taken to
divert the aircraft to
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport in
Mumbai. There too, CISF

teams, dog squads and the
local police  conducted
detailed checks, and the
threat was declared a hoax.

Based on a complaint from
GMR officials, the RGIA
police registered a case
under the BNS and the IT
Act.

Further investigation into
the emails and the identity of
the sender is underway.

The twin threats come a
day after Delhi Airport
received a similar email
claiming explosives had been
planted on the Terminal 3 of
the Indira Gandhi
International Airport and
the several other airports
including that of Hyderabad.
Security agencies found no
such material, but the mes-
sage added heightened secu-
rity measures following the
car blast near the Red Fort
earlier this week.
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IndiGo,Akasa flights from
Navi Mumbai start Dec 25

NITIN K UMAR
Hew Delhi, Hovember 15

INDIGO AND AKAS A Alrwill
launch operations from the
newly-lnaugurated Mavl
Mumbal Intermational Air
port ({NMIA) starting
December 15. This
males them among
the first alrines to
begin services at the
Mumbai Metropali
tan Hrgmn'-ﬁ second
abrport, which wasnau-
gumh;-rl on Ocicher B
Both alrlines
anmounced ther ingtial opera
tional schedules, with IndiGo
planning connedhvity to 10
domestic destinations and
Akasa Abr milling out a multh
phase lmmmch covering four

have

cities. Alasa Air has already
!"h‘.‘l'll"‘ﬂ resereal KM, I.'II.‘1.'|:IFI1HH-|_
mne of the first carners tooffer
servicesfrom the new facility,
IndiCip sasd & will com
mence seryices on December 25
and mk NMIAto Delhi, Ben
galuruy, Hyderabad,
.ﬁ.l:u:-.ml.\lul.lll uic knicr,
Morth Goa (Mopa),
[ i, Mg, Kochi,
amd Mangalore
The airline noted
that NMIA & |1r"'ﬂﬂ11|"'.'1
weomplement Chhatra
pati Shivap Maharaj Intema
tional Alrpaort and caterio rising
amr-tmvel demand inthe rr'g'irm_
adding that it plans to progres-
svely expand its operations by
introducing more directroutes

Continued on Pageo 2

Navi Mumbai flights from Dec 25

INDIGO HIGHLIGHTED THAT
the addition strengthens s
wider domestic network of 95
airports, Akasa Air will operate
its first Dehi-MMIA flight on
December 25, followed by
direct services to Goa on the
same day, and o Kochl and
Dethifrom December 264 Mavi
Mumbal-Ahmedabad service
willbeginon Decomber 51
According to the aleline,
this marks a significant stage
Inits expansion, as it nowoper
ates .1-5Hﬂ‘k1}'l]1!{|I‘!.:II1.'|-1..‘|.1.|{.

Alaea sald it will progressively
icale up operations from
NMlAw 300 domestcand 50
international weekly depar
tures, as part of a broader net
work strategy that includes
expanding to 10 parking bases
by FY2027.

“"For Akasa Air, NMIA
steengthens our strategie pres-
emce in MMR and western
I la, allowing us to capiuwre
new demand pools acmoss,”
Praveen lyer, co-founder &
CC0, AkasaAir, said.
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Airbus: APAC region will require
19,560 planes over 20 years

PRESS TRUST OF INDLA
Bangkok. Hovember 15

THE ASl& PACIFIC region is
projected to require 1% 560
new narrow- body and wide

body planes over the next 20
years, majorhy driven by de

mand from India and China,
alrerafl maker Adrbus sald

on Saturday Thedemand, Ab-
bue sid, represents 46% of
the global requirement for
4 2 520 new aircraft over the
timeframe of 20 years. India
anidl Chima are driving a major
portion of the growth, Alrbus
Asa Pagfic President Anand
Stanley sald. With rsing pas-
senger traffic, the Ada-Pacific

reglon k& expected 1o gee an
annual passenger growth of
|4, higher than the global
average of 3.6, India is one
of the wordds fstest
growimg civil aviation mar
kets and airlines have placed
huge orders as they expand
their fleets to cater to thers
Ing traffle deswand
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British Airways
finishes 20 yrs of
London service

NT Correspondent
BENGALURU

British Airwayvs on Fridav
said it is celebrating 20
vears of connecting Ben-
galurn and London, mark-
ing two decades of linking
India’s technology hub with
the United Kingdom.

To mark the occasion
the airline operated a spe-
cial anniversary flight from
London Heathrow to Ben-
galuru, served entirely by
Indian cabin crew.

The flight touched down
early this morning, paving
tribute to the airline’s long
association with India and
its commitment to provid-
ing personalised service to
the diverse communities it
serves, British Airwavs said
in a release.

Among the crew were
Bengaluru-based staff
members who also com-
pleted 20 vears of service
with the airline, it said.

“This anniversary is also
a celebration of our people
and partnerships that have
made it possible—from our
dedicated colleagues to the
communities we serve. As

we look to the future, we're
excited to welcome maore
customers on board and
continue strengthening the
cultural and economic ties
between India and the UK,”
Neil Chernoff, British Air-
ways' Chief Planning and
Strategy Officer, said.

To mark the milestone,
the airline on Friday
launched a flash sale for
customers booking flights
between Bengaluru and
London Heathrow, offering
up to 20 per cent off fares in
World Traveller and World
Traveller Plus cabins, with
savings of up to Rs 26,000,
the release said.

Since launching flights
to Bengaluru in 2005, Brit
ish Airways has operated
daily services from Kem-
pegowda International Air-
part to London Heathrow,
providing access to its hub
and more than 190 onward
destinations  across 65
countries.

The airline now operates
56 direct flights each week
across five major Indian cit-
ies—Delhi, Mumbai, Ben-
galuru, Hyderabad and
Chennai.

15 NOVEMBER 2025
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IndiGo, Akasa Airto start
flights from Navi Mumbai
airport from December 25

Express News Service

M rarkraid, Noverrber 15

INDIGO AND Aknsa Adr will
launch Dight operations from
the newly Inauguraied Navi
Mumbxi [nternational Afrport
| NMIA ) starting December 35,
miking them among the first
abrlbres 1o begin services at the
Mumbsu Maropolitan Region’s
second airport. Both airlines
announced their iniinl oper-
ational schedules, with IndiGo
phn nmgconmnectivary 1o 1 do-
mestic destinations and Akns
Alr rolling out & mulki-phase
hiunch covering Fowr cities
IndiGo sald it will launch
Mights from NMIA to Delhi,
Bengaluru, Hyderalad, Ahme-
dabad, Lucknow North Goa
{Mopa), Jatpur. Magpur, Kochi
anc Mangalore, The arling
stated thit NMIA E designedio
complement Chiiat mpat | Shi-
vajl Moharmj Intemational Afr
port and cater to rs ng alriravel
demand in the region, adding
that it plans to "expand [tz op-
crafions, progressivdy, " by in
troducing mors direct routes.
Akasa Adr will operate its

first Dehi-NMIA Qipht on De

cember 25, followed by direct
services to Gon on the same
day, and to Kochl and Delhl
Irom December 26, A Navi
Mumbai-Ahmedabad service
will begin on December 31
Bookings for all flights have
opened on theal dine's webslie,
mobdleapps and through tmvel
agenis. Acronding to the airline,
thismarks asiygnilicant ftagein
Itsexpansion since it nowoper-
nbes 34 weekly (lghts from the
Mumbai Metropolitan Beglon,

Adensa b it will progress-
Ively mmp up opemtions from
NMUIA to 300 domestle and 50
int¢rnational weekly depar
tures, as partof a broader net-
work strteEy that includesex
pamsding o 30 parking bases by
FY M. The air line's inaagural
timetable lists Might numbers
amvel timings adross Delhi, Goe
Kochiand Ahmedabad.

Pravesn lyer, Co-Fauinider
and OO0, said the move repre-
sents "a lundmark moment for
Akna Adranda definingstepin
[ndis’s sviation evolotion,” sd-
dimg MMILAwill Ripporta “dund
Alrporl ecosYslam that en-
hancesconnectivity, reliabiliny
and choice for travdlers™



Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLANIUM POST DELHI 16 NOVEMBER 2025

With 1,700 aircraft pending orders, India needs
30K pilots: Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu

VISAKHAPATNAM: India
will need an additional 30,000
pilots once the pending orders
for 1,700 aircraft from the
Indian carriers are delivered,
Union Civil Aviation Minister
K Ram Mohan Naidu said on
Saturday.

Addressing a session on
the sidelines of CII Partner-
ship Summit here, Naidu said
on the lines of FedEx, a global
logistics company that has a
dedicated airport in the USA,
the central povernment is also
mulling the creation of cargo
afrports in the country.

Naidu also highlighted that
cmr:nll}' India has about 8,000
pilots for a fleet of 834 aircralt,
out of which 2,000 1o 3,000 are
nol actively flving. The Indian
carriers have already placed
orders for 1,700 aircraft with
makers such as Boeing and
AdrBus.

To run a plane, one aireraft
in a proper schedule, you will

Union Ciwil Aviation Minister
K Ram Mohan Naoidu

Naidu also
highlighted that
currently India has
about 8K pilots for
834 aircraft, out of
which 2K to 3K are
not actively flying

need at least 10 to 15 pilots per
aireraft, so that lh::}' can do
the routes according Lo their
schedule.

So, 1700 planes, 10 to 15
pilots, the requirement would
be around 25,000 to 30,000.
That {demand) is going to be
eencrated. Now, as these planes
come in, imagine 30,000 piots
that is the demand that is there,”
he said.

In order to meet the demand
there should be more Flying
Training Organisations (FTO)
as the existing ones produce

only a limited number.

The minister underscored
that one job in the Indian avia-
tion sector creates 15 indirect
jobs as against TATA figure of 6.

“It is very, very important for
us to train our individuals and
to have the skilling and training
and ecosystem also perfectly
done in the country,” he satd.

Maidu further said the avia-
tion cargo sector has been fac-
ing tough competition from rail
and road transport, which are
cheaper, even as airport oper-
ators locus more on improv-

ing passenger facilities, cansing
cargo to take a back seat.

According to the minister,
currently Indian manufactur-
ers make aerospace components
worth USD 2 billion and the
target is to reach USD 4 billion
by 2030 which i very much on
the track.

The Centre has a long term
goal of having a full aircraft
designed and manufactured in
the country itself.

“It has been there fora long
time but no considerable filling
up of the fpm But now we see
that India has come to the stage
where we can manufacture, we
can design, we can maintain our
own atreraft today. So that is one
area we are actively working on,
Naidu opined.

The Aviation Minister
pointed out that on an average
4.8 lakh le are flying every-
dayin LhE::r:uIPLu'Ll:y a.mfgj lakh
people flew on November 10
which is an achievement. 1l
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SIA sharesfall asAirIndialosses weigh on earnings, butgroup stands by long—term investment

THE STRAITSTIMES,/ANN
Singapore, 14 November

Singapore Airlines will
continue investing in Air
India and remains
committed to its long-term
transformation, said the
airline’s chief executive, Goh
Choon Phong, on 14
November.

He was speaking at a
briefing on the company’s
first half results in the six
months to 30 September.

Despite SIA reporting
record revenues and
achieving higher operating
profit, which rose 09 per cent
year on year to reach S803
million. net profit fell 67.8 per
cent to $239 million over the
period, due to lower interest

income and its share of Air
India’s losses.

This has raised concerns
among analysts and
investors about the carrier’s
ability to sustain its earnings
momentum,

SIA shares were down
around 2 per cent to 86.52 at
closing on 14 November,
compared with their previous
close of $6.65.

The airline began
accounting for associate Air
Indias financial performance
from December 2024, after
Vistara was merged into the
Indian flag carrier. But losses
at Air India have since
widened, exacerbated by a
plane crash in June 2025 that
killed 241 people on board in
Ahmedabad.

When asked about its
investment in Air India at the
briefing, Mr Goh said: “All we
say, and continue to say, is
that we remain very
committed to the
transformation of Air India.”

He added that thisis a
long-term investment for SIA
and it has no illusions about
the challenges along the way.

Mr Goh noted during the
briefing that SIA has builta
strong codeshare partnership
with Air India, giving its
CUS[OMErS access to more
than 30 additional points
within India.

He also pointed to India’s
strong air travel growth
potential, noting that SIA
began exploring partnership
opportunities in the market

more than a decade ago.

India is projected o
become the world's third-
largest economy by 2030 or
2031, and it is now the world's
third-largest air transport
market. Passenger traffic to,
from, and within India is
expected to grow about 5.6
per cent each vear from 2024
to 2044, SIA noted.

Thus, SIAs investment in
Air India enables it to
participate directly in India's
high-growth domestic and
international market, the
company said.

In 2015, Vistara was
created through a
partnership between SIA and
Tata. When India’s aviation
sector later consolidated and
Vistara was merged into Air

India, SIA ended up with a
roughly 25 per cent stake in
the enlarged Air India.

“Idon’t think anybody can
dispute the potential of India,
and Air India being one of the
twio major carriers based
there,” Mr Goh said.

He added that Air India
has also announced its
five-year transformation
plan, which SIA will continue
Lo supporL.

“As strategic investors, we
of course would like to do
whatever we can to help Air
India deal with the
challenges and in its
transformation journey. We
have quite alot of
interactions and engagement
with colleagues in Air India,
and offer our expertise and

help whenever needed and
when appropriate,” he said.

When asked whether
customer confidence in Air
India had been hit after the
air crash, Mr Goh said the
data, such as the carrier’s load
factor, does not indicate a
loss of confidence. But he
acknowledged that Air India
has had a difficult time since
the incident.

SIA chief financial officer
Jo-Ann Tan noted that after
the incident, Air India
implemented a voluntary
safety pause to accommodate
additional pre-flight checks.

Since October, the airline
has resumed its pre-pause
operations.

Ms Tan added that Indian
carriers have also been

affected by the ongoping
closure of the India-Pakistan
airspace since April, as well
as the airspace closures in the
Middle East in June.

Mr Goh said: “All these
factors have affected Air
India’s performance so far,

but we continue to have a
strong belief in the growth
potential of India and Air
India, and together with our
committed fellow
shareholders, like Tata, will
continue to support the
carrier’s transformation.”
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After Akasa, more airlines may
announce NMIA flights soon

Manju.V@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The Navi Mumbai
International airport
(NMTA) is set to begin hand-
ling airline flights from Dec
25, introducing a second
gateway for Mumbai Metro-
politan Region (MMR). The
commencement of airline
operations at NMIA will
make MMR the first urban
agglomerate in India to be
served by two airports,

The airport was inaugu-
rated by the PM on Oct 8.

No official announce-
ment on the D-day has come
from NMIA vet, but one of
the airlines has made its
plans public. “We are set to
commence operations from
the Navi Mumbal airport
from Dec 25. We will be con-
necting directly with fowr ci-
ties in India—Delhi, Goa, Ko-
chi and Ahmedabad,” said
Akasa Air in a communica-
tion sent to its travel agents.

Alkasa Airhasopenedtick-

et bookings. 1t has planned a
special flight for only Dec

File pic

Akasa Air's flight from Delhi will be the first to land at 8.10am on Dec 25

25—QIP 1831—which will de-
part Delhi at 5.25am and land
at Navi Mumbai at 8.10am.
The return flight, planned for
thesameday, willfly as QP 132,
departingat 8.50am from Navi
Mumbai. On Friday, the one-
way fare on Navi Mumbai-

Delhi fight was priced
around Rs 6,000 for travel in
the initial few days.

The new airport will be-
gin with only 12-hour oper-

ations, beginning at 8am.
Barring the Dec 25 oper-
ations, Akasa Air'sdaily Del-
hi-Navi Mumbai flight has a
scheduled arrival time of
8.50am, while the Navi Mum-
bai-Delhiflight will departat
10.55am. The airline also has
planned a daily flight from
Navi Mumbai to Goa; it will
flv to Kochi five times a week
and to Ahmedabad only on
Wednesdays.

An airport source said
airlines have been allocated
slots for landing and takeoff
at Navi Mumbai. IndiGo and
AirIndia Express are expect-
ed to make similar announ-
cements in the coming days.
Last month, Air India Ex-
press announced it will com-
mence operations at NMIA
with five departures a day to
the metros of Delhi, Benga-
luru, Chennai, Hyderabad
and Koelkata. In Aug, IndiGo
had announced a total of 36
domestic departure and ar-
rival flights connecting 15 ci-
ties fromday one.

Passengers flving to
and from MMR will get to
choose between the exist-
ing Mumbai airport
(BOM) or the new airport
(NMT) at the time of online
booking, NMIA will begin
operations with one runway
and one terminal building,
the latter can handle 20 mil-
lion passengers per annum.
The Mumbai airport cur-
rently handles about 55 mil-
lion passengers per year:
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