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AAT'snet zooms by over 557% in FY25 on steady revenue

) tions, improve asser utilisa- $15.979.43 crore a year ago. income, ed by alr
Rohit Vaid tlon, and benefic from higher “This increase was largely  navigarion services and aero-
Haw Dalli revenue-sharing  arrange- driven by rising fees fromalr  nourkcal revenues, polnzstoa

ments with privare alrporg navigation services, aero-  sustained recoveryin passen-
A sharp focus on CoST cOB-  Operators naurical revenues, and leage  ger rraffic and £ avi-

trols and a steady stream of
revenue from privatised air-

ings point o a post-Covid

Income from ed akr-
s — all of which form a

atbon acrivity,” Jagannarayan
Paduumbllm Senlor  Dis-

ports have powered the Alr-  pandemic reboand im air f part of AAl's hybeid rev-  ector B Global Head, Con-
poiTs ity of India  eraffic and the associaned rise enue model,” sources said: suling,  Crisfl  [ntelli-
(AAD} voone of its best finan- i commerckal sviation acriv- - On the capital ure  gemos told bucmessline,
cial performances in nearly oy, which boosted non-sero-  FLYING HIGH. The strong sarnings point to a past-Covid side, AAl continwed to nvest “AAl's ability to mainrain a
mwo decades, sources told  nautles]  revenwes  deross  pandemnac rebound In infrastructure expansion — capital expendimire of over
businessline. AAl-operated and modemnisarion. ltscapex €5, 500 crore while lm
The state-run unlisted en- Furthermore, the profit for FY 2024-25stoodatapro-  proficshilicy highlights a b
tity made a provisional net  before tax for FY 2024-25  of over 130airports “pliveda  uted o the healthier bottom vigional €5, 568 55 crare. This anc-edap-prmd.tbemuenﬁu
profit of 723328 crore In rose o 9,655 crore, com-  plvotal role in delivering  line, theyzald COMpares to an a.'l:uaisg-nd anclal prudence and Infra-
FY24-25 — a 55.5 per cent  pared o 86,214 crore in FY  these regulrs™ of #5335 crore I FY 2023~  structure nsion.  The
jum over the 465131 AM23-14 — a year-on-year Overthe pastvear, Adlhas . OPERATING INCOME 24. As per aviation indunstry  results signal 2 gradual shift
-ﬁ;:dtl!d In the previous  growth of 3537 per cent. placed greator emphasis o Mestwhile, the total - expents AAl's FY2Sperform- o ladia's airpost ecosystem
surge in met profit, According o sources, the  digitalisation, cos oprimisa-  Ing Income for FY 2024-25  ance underscores the resill-  toward er  finamncial
sa]u:la source, reflects AAlS  improved operational effi- ton, and route rafonalisa-  climbed nearly 29 percentto ence of s hybrid revenue  sustainabslicy and  service-
efforts o srreamling opera-  chency acrogs AAS network  thom — all of which contrib-  €20,64825 crore  from  model “Therige inoperating  driven operationg ™
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Fares witness only amoderate rise as
airlines add 1,000 flights for festival season

—
Raohit Vaid
Hirw Daalhil

Domestic asirfares have seen
a moderate increase this
festival secason, with most
rotes recording low double-
digit hikes compared to last
year, according to data from
the regulator’s Tariff Man-
agement Unly (TMU) and
online trave] platform ixigo.
The restrained rise comes
as alrlines added nearly 1,000
additional flights in response
1o repulatory intervention by
the Directorate General of

Civil Awvintion (DMGCA)
aimed ot preventing steep
fare spikes.

Typically, fares on busy
routes during the Diwali
travel window surge 30-40
per eent, This year, however,
the increase remained con-
tained - averaging around
15-25 per cent on most high-
traffic secvors, while some
MOULES EVEN SAW Year-on-year

declines, For instance, New

Delhi-Mumbal  fares rose
from %8198 in 2024 to
T10,047 in 2025 (up 23 per
cent), and Pune-New Delhi
increased 25 per cent to
13,083, In contrast,
Bengaluru-Lucknow  fares
dropped 17 per cent and
Bergaluru-Goa B per cent,
reflecting the overall price
moderation trend.

The comparison is based
on one-way fares for vravel
between October 18 and 26,
booked 15-30 dovs in ad
vance and benchmarked
against the same festival
period lost vear.

PRICE STARILITY
Notably, officials attributed
the stability in prices w a

sharp capncity  ramp-up
since October 10, after the
DGOA directed airdines 1o
add flights on routes where
fares had shown early signs
of overheating.

Even Civil Aviation Minis-
ter Ram Mohan Naddu, dur-
ing the monthly review
meetings, sensitised airlines
to ensure that fures remain
reasonable during the fest-
ival season.

Besides, the Minister dir-
ected the DGCAS TMU 1w
maintain strict vigilance on
irfures,

The intervention led toa
combined 988 additional
flights being deploved. In
ditio added 540, Air India
Group (including Air India
and Air India Express) added
264 and Spleeler operated
184 extra services.

"DGCA'S sirict  instrse-
tHons to expand capacity on
high-derand  routes  fave
clearly helped contain air-
fares this season,” said an of-

ficial familiar with the max
LT,

Meanwhile, spot fares re-
mained relatively  sready,
fluctuating between T4,200
and T6,500 on major routes,
arange similar to last year.

The DGCA also expanded
the TML's monitoring nes-
work from arcund 60 to BO
routes, tipghtening oversight
on fare trends and deploy-
MmNt parterns.

“The year-on-vear com-
parison  of average fares
shivws that timely action and
capacity augmentation pre-
vented any rumaway surge
this festive scason,” said a
semior government officaal,

According 1o Aloke Bajpal,
Group CEO of ixigo, Hight
leukiE:ﬁ huave REEEE Eﬂte-;h.’.s
per cent year-on-year, with
spiritual  hubs such as
Varanasi and Tirapati secing
over 50 per cent growth in
demand.

Withinputs from Anessh Phadnis
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Etihad Airways focusing on corporate,
leisure travel segments for growth in India

—
Ansesh Phadnis
[LEE

Etihad Alrways is focusing
on corporste and premiem
leisure =e 15 o drive

h in India, Chief Exec-
E;D'.:T Officer  Antonoaldo
Mewessald.

While the focus in the past
DWO Years was on improving
schiedules and inereasing ca-
pacity, the aldine Is now
Ells.mmng o introdece it's

test product on  Indian
routes and expand corporate
CONTFACTE.

“We are increasing em-
phasis on corporste busi-
nesa. We have [nvested a loo
Im  oour business class
product. Equally the focus is
on premium leisure traffic
fram Europe/US to lndia and
vice versa,™ Neves sald He
added around &0 per cent of
seats on India-UAE roures
are sold outside India

Erihad Alrways intro-

TRAFFIC GROWTH. Overall capacity on Indin-West Asia
routed is up by 13 per cent on a year-on-pear basis

duced its new  Alrbus
A321 LK alreraft with private
suires and He-flar business
class sesrs on the Kolkara
route in Seprepnber. Meves
sald AZ21LH will be deployed
1o more Indlan destinations.

LOAD FACTORS
The Abu-Dhabd asirline flies
183 weekly flights to 11 cirles
In India.

“Imdian market is per-
forming verywell for us. Our
load factoes In  premiom

cabin are around 25 per cent
higher compared to last
vear," Neves sald and the ale-
line conrributed o aroand
10 per cent of India’s ingar-
national traffic growth In
2025,

“Our  competition  hoes
more flighrs berween Indis
and Abu Dhabi than us. It s
working very weil for India.
Indian narionals are number
one tuarists in Abu Dhabl
We are also very happy about
the mumber of toEHEE we

are bringing 1o India™ he
said.

Owerall capacity on Indla-
‘West Asia routes is up by 1.3
E;meem o & Year-on-year

is. Bur Abu Dhabd has
seen faster groweh with 13.6
per cent increase in flights,
dara from aviation analyrics
firm Clrium shows.

FRESH QUOTA

India-Abu Dhabl abr services
agreement  allows  alrlines
from both skdes to deploy
50,000 seats por weak. LIAE
carriers have fully urilised
the entdtlement and will
need fresh quota to add
flighivs to Imds.

Neves sadd Erthad would
like to have more capacicy to
India to enable it 1o expand

rations. “There ks space
%’rem'nrf ong and me:.':IJ
only grow,” Neves aabd point-

ing to Indias GDP growth,
r'iﬁng meome and dig
contribating  ©e  traffic
growth
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Air India in talks with
Boeing, Airbus for 300
jets, sources say

Ajr India is incalks with Airbus and Boeing to
add more wide-body jets as it expands planned
purchases toupto 300airceafi, people familiar
with the matier said on Wednesday, marking
an acoeleration of its urnaround under the
Tata Group, The negotiations now include as
many as 80 to 100 wide-body jets, the sources
said, on topof previously reported talks for 200
narrow-body jets and 35-30wide-body aircraft
Ajrbus said it does "notcomment on confiden-
tial discussions, which may or may not be hap-
pening with customers.” Afr India and Boeing
did not immediately respond to requests for
comment. REUTERS
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Not worried about lack

of bilateral rights with
India, says Etihad CEO

DEEPAK FRTTL
By D, 15 Ocbirbn

Al Dhafbl-tasec Erfhad Al nweys s
“nmwormial” shout thelack ol sddl
tional bilsssrsl rights with Endls o
giobal air ravel demand |5 strong.
& the alrline contiones wo deploy
his fle=t on non-Andia pounes, Chisl
Executive Officer  Anioncakdo
Keves saldl on Wednesday, How
ever, Be added that the sidine k.
willing to adid Aighes 1 India in
2opé-27 1 permiined.

The bilateral alr services agres
e hetwesn [eadia amd Adtes Disahl
Ellows 50,000 weskly seats for oir
Unes [Fom esch slde. Borh Indlon
=l A Tihabi-hesed e rriers have
halby uriliced thelr slocations.

When asked I s have Began
berween Inidls amd Aba Déahl o
Incyemse bilateral righis, Mevessald,
“The discussions ase abways open._
boch couwmres banve a great elarion:
ship. Theyare abwmysiaking”

1 ot woeriesd sbout dhe e
af expansion of bflarersl righes. |
thilnk It is golrg 2o happen one Wy
aramacher. If it does not happen, &
Is very easy — the fares on these
roites are golng o gnup, The tra e
will meot be ahle o grow, aned we will
Head angiber belance. ¥oomnThem
thee marken,” b acddal

Neves sald the concemn |5 the
limres svadlabilivy ol ircraft in the
market, even o global air travel
demand k& ncreasing. Thens{oee,
thse gueszion, he sald, is n abos
exparatingbilateral rightsburahon
having enmugh plames wdeploy on
Tmdlia-Ahu Dbl rowsies.

Hoth Alftus and Boelng are
tacing sapply chain challerges tha
hareeslowed deliverks o wide-hody
adecrady oo carriess ke Exthod, “The
challenges are move for the wide
body planes. 11hinkwe have owork
under the assumpiion thar it s
going so'be tight dor the e fve o
W years, be ikl

Whills sircmit supply Temains
constrained, demand contlemes 1o
be high glohadly. Esiad’s oed Ge
10EE — O DCCPRCY MIES — Are

WRIF IT [EXBANSION OF
BILATERAL RIGHTS) DOES NOT
HAPREM, IT I5 VERY EASY —
THE FARES ON THESE ROUTES
ARE GOING TO GO P THE
TRAFFIC WILL NOT BE ABLE TD
CROW, AND WE WiLL FIND
ANOTHER HALANCE ¥Y

mﬂh
10, s dervaepn

arcund 50 per ceot, Meves sald.
Flighis 1o and froen Southesst Asla,
the Middls Fos, and Furope —
similar fo Indls routes — &re per-
jorening stronhy.

Inalia noocemis for showm 20 per
ceon of Enihac s tocal business both
Inpassenger and revenue terms, he
sl Inadia i relucmnt o egpad
tilateral flying rights for the LAE
ared Qanar, as Middie Exstern s
e Dt Doha prmaily srve
s transit palnes for Indlen passen-
gers tmveing oowand w0 North
America and Eumpe. At the same
time, Indian camiers are seadily
inducting wide-body alroradt and
TR Lo I -ST0p OpETations n
long-baml destinations. The goven-
ment has maininined that addl-
aiomalrighes will be considered anly
when ther |s ssbeantial pol ne-io-
polnd demand rartee rthan peedomd
namly comesed commethans.

When asked abour the share of
ok point. mratfic an Eibad's
Incily Figless, Neves said, “To be
honest, 1don't pay much atencion
10 chat bec mise Tam not keoking s

thas metric. § am looking a prods
ahiliry. [ dont have & mge for
poioR to-poiss Rl sed rensiEr
traific. | am going to sell the ticket
that malkes more money.”

O the impas of recent US
policy measues— nclisding soper
ceni i and HiE vis resiricrions
— o Tl 1 ght demmand. hesakd:
“Only ahous 3 per cent of ooy sears
onodiaflighesaresoldn bsdia The
remsning G2 per ceni ae sold
obvmad The Ber Btharwe beip Indls
being o lot of powrisrs . We sell o
oarisis b we sl sl o seadenis.
Ihinkis sinoesrty toay Uihere hes
been a ‘signifcans’ Impact on oy
temand. B there 15 an impace.
esperialy o the somomy side. We
B e EromoiTTy tokets heing solid
Im the periods Ena Sudeis e~

“WNe-ser SOme EMpact bn mudent
demand imthe ecomoory clase. This
oozl bee beecmuse they are mobding
ranves] oo fusst navi gsing or whasever.
Howeves, this k compersaied by
otheer sepme s (sourias]. - [Fockeis
o doswn n prlce Beca i ome neag-
mem |5 not doing well, it opers
opporunities for another set of
penple |noaries) 1o come and vish
Endis” headded,

Meves sald Etbail ecpapsded
capacry to India in 2a13-14, then
signifeamly incressed flights
Eurcpe Im zozg-ax followed by
highser deploymem o Southeast
Asia In wes-236 T s jus e way |
ambuilding oy nemwork. In mwoos-
7, we helieve we would go hack o
China sced India 163 Hights: [Tee
dina't gt capacity (hilaseral righis)
I Tescliz, we would add more sex-
vicesieChinasandithe U™

Acked If Exihod plans w buy a
stake inammy Indlan airline. Neves
sald, "We don't dio that apymore.
Ouar fncus s on arganic growsh o

r[p:u: Eibad wis trylg io con-
srimes via equiry, 1 doo't
belisvedn tharmodel " InApcilza,
Etibad Alrways had acquined & 24
per ceon |make in Jex Adreays for
bt $579 million (L2058 cenre &
thas cime]. Jet Adresys wend bank-
muptinApriaoes
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Air India’s Leasing Arm Secures
S$215 mn Loan from StanC, Bol

Mumbai: Alr India's leasing
subsidinry Al Fleet Services
IFSC Lid {(AIFS) has se¢ured a
£15milllon term loan from
Standard Chartered and Bank
of Imdia to finance six Bosing
TIT-300ER aircrafi

The seven-vear focility is
routed through GIFT City
marking the first commaorcial
aireraflt financing structured
viathe financial hub.

Sanjay Sharma, chairman of
AlFS and CFO of Alr India,

sald the transaction reflects
GIFT City's emerging |mpor
tnnce [n alreradl leasing, "“This
fncility shooes that Indiscon bn
creasingly finance lts own
aviation prowth do-
mestically” he said.
Stancland Char
tered acted as the
structuring bank while both
lenders underwrote the lonn as
mandated lead arrangers and
bookrunners.
—ur Burean
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AS AIRLINE'S SEAT CAPACITY BETWEEN ABU DHABI & NEW DELHI REACHES REGULATORY LIMIT...

Etihad Plans to Fly More Tourists
to India and Ramp Up Cargo Ops

larare doing very well, sending a lar-

freighter operations from India by

irli i A genumberof visitorstolndia.” Arri- 2028. “We have 10 wide-body freigh-

Alrl Ine E}I’ES hlgher YlE’d vals from the United Arab Emirates Q |I'Iﬂii IE a ters coming by 2028. I don’t see why

operations, long-term (UAE) to India increased to 66,699 in very India couldn't have a dedicated fre-

) ) 2024, up 1214% year-on-year and impurtant market ighter in five vears. The market for

investments to dEEpen 20.36% from 2019. Arrivals from the 5 ecommerce, electronics and manu-

i UAE accounted for 0.67% of the total fm- Etlhad- It's facturing exports is growing, and

| nd|a D'ﬂy: CED Neves arrivals to India last year, according = 20-25% of our we're mulling plans for how to leve-

to the tourism ministry data. rage both narrow-body and wide-bo-

Etihad connects 11 Indian cities to flows... About dy capacity,” Neves said.

Forum Gandhi more than 100 global destinations — §50-60% of tickets Despite saturation in seat entitle-

and has recently deployved its flags- ments, Etihad continues to eye

Mumbai: Etihad Airways is shar- hipnarrow-body A321LRonthe Abu ~ areSold abroad high-value segments, including

pening its focus on tourists travel- Dhabi-Kolkata route. corporate travel and premium pas-
ling to India and goods being trans-  “We're bringing more of these pla- mmnm SENERrS.

ported from the country as the airli- nestoIndia. The next few years, befo- CEO, Etihad Airways “We want to be the best proposi-

ne'sseatcapacity between Abu Dha-
bi and New Delhi reaches its
regulatory limit, With traffic rights
fully utilised, the Abu Dhabi-based
carrier is pivoting towards higher-
vield operations and long-term stra-
tegic investments to strengthen its
Indian footprint, said its chief ex-
ecutive Antonoaldo Neves,

“India is a very important market
for Etihad. It's 20-25% of our flows,"
MNeves told ET. “About 50-60% of the
tickets wesell are sold abroad. While
Indian nationals travelling outbo-
und are often highlighted, a bhig
chunk of demand is inbound. We see
astrongflow of tourists coming into
India, and that'sstrategicallvimpor-
tant. Europe and the US in particu-

re more traffic rights are released,
will be about lifting the product and
investing in the experience,” Neves
said. As of September 2024, Etihad
Cargo handled more than 46,000
tonnes annually from India thro-
ugh 588 monthly rotations. “We're
really starting to invest incargo. In-
dia is an important market. We cur-
rently operate six freighters and
widebody belly space, but we can do
alot more with narrow bodies,” Ne-
ves said.

The airline is working on an
India strategy plan for car-
g0, which islikely to be fir-
med up by the end of 2025.

Looking ahead, Etihad
is considering dedicated

tion for corporate and upper-class
travel in India. Even with capacity
constraints, we're focusing on pro-
duet uplift, premivum services and
inbound flows,"” said Neves.

“With all India-UAE traffic rights
fully utilised, further expansion
hinges on regulatory approvals.
Meanwhile, Etihad is focusing on
maximising per-seat yield, deepe-
ning partnerships with carriers
like Akasa and expanding cargo
operations,” he said. “India is go-
ing tobean importantmarket
for the next 10 vears. In-
bound traffic, premi-
um passengers and
cargo will be our fo-

cus.”
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AHMEDABAD
Direct flights
between

Coimbatore &
Ahmedabad

IndiGo will be adding new
direct flights between
Coimbatore and
Ahmedabad starting 26
Cctober 2025, The airline
will operate these flights
four times a week using its
Airbus A320 aircraft,
making itthe only carrier to
offer direct connectivity
between the two

cities Given Coimbatore's
emergence as a diversified
industrial and educational
centre, and Ahmedabad's
position as a major
commercial and business
hub, there is significant
demand for trave| between
thetwocities. The new
direct connection will
facilitate smoother travel,
reduce multi-leg journeys,
and enhance accessibility
between two economically
and culturally significant
regions. Vinay Malhatra,
Head of Sales, IndiGo, said,
“This service not only offers
travellers greater choice
and convenience but also
encourages stronger frade
and tourism ties between
the regions.”
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Air India announces 166
more flights to meet poll
and festive rush in Bihar

Meha LM Tripathi

neka iripathi@slive rom

MEW DELHI: As Bihar prepares
for assembdy elections, domestc
alrlines are, for the firsa time,
adding extra flights to the stiie to
imeed rising travel demand during
the twin peaks of the estival of
democracy” and Chhath,

Flight bookings usually see a
sharp rise around Diwali and
Chhath, two of Bikar's most
Important festivals. but indusiry
stalwarts say this is the first ime
nirlines ore increasing capacity
and launching new routes as the
festive rush overlaps with the
state palls.

Air India and Air India
Express on Tuesday annownced
the addition of ¥66 Mights to and
[rom Patna to meet the surging
festive demand around Diwali
nnid Chhath Puja.

Ajay Prakash, owner ol
Mommued Traveds and former presi-
dent of the Travel Agents Fodera-
tiom of India (TAFT), said, “This s
thee first time in Indian aviation
that domestic aitlines an: seen
adding to thelr capacity to one
specific st due to festivil rush.”

The groupaitdineswill operate
38 additonal Mights each
between Delhi and Patna, Mum-
bai and Patna, and Bengalur
nnd Patna from October 15 to
Movember L Air India Express
will also operate 26 additional
ftights each between Delhi and
Patna and between Bengalum
nnd Pama from October 22 (o
November 3

The two-phase Blhar elections

THIS IS THE FIRST
TIME AIRLINES ARE
INCREASING
CAPACITY AND
LAUNCHING NEW
ROUTES ASTHE
FESTIVE RUSH
OVERLAPS WITH
THEBINAR
ASSEMBLY POLLS

are scheduled o take place on
Nowernber 6 and 11,

Rajji Rai, chairman of Swift
Group, aneof the country’s larg-
st trave] firms, said, "It is truc
that during this period, the
demand for travel goes up, The
first choioe for most people, espe-
clally the common traveller, s
still the train. Air travel has
become more comimon now, but
s still not everyone's first
option, you have to reach the air-
ot heoiirs before, chick b, stand
in gueue, it's quite a bother, So,
the initial rush will alwags be for
trabns.”

“However, flights also see an
incresse i demand, but iv's cer-
talnly the first time in my four
decades in this field that we are
secing something like this”™ he
added.

IndiGo launched direct Mights
connecting Kolkaa and Purnea
in Bihar on September 15. The
airfine operates thrice-weekly
IHghts on the route. However, no
additional fights have been
ammounced since then
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Air India, Air India Express add 166 flights
to and from Patna for Diwali & Chhath Puja

The additional flights significantly boost connectivily to Patna

GURUGRAM: Air India
and Air India Express have
announced the addition of 166

iting family and friends during
the festive period.
The additional flights will

Closer Look

» Between October 15 and November 2, 2025, Air India

weekly flights to and from Patna
to cater to the surge in festive
travel demand during Diwali
and Chhath Puja.

Between October 15 &
November 2, 2025, Air India
will operate 38 additional flights
each on the Delhi-Patna, Mum-
bai-Patna & Bengaluru-Patna
routes. During October 22 to
November 3, 2025, Air India
Express will add 26 additional
flights each on the Delhi-Patna

will operate 38 additional flights each on the Delhi—
Patna, Mumbai—Patna, and Bengaluru—Paina routes

» During October 22 to November 3, 2025, Air India
Express will add 26 additional flights each on the Delhi—
Patna and Bengaluru—Patna routes

& Bengaluru-Patna routes.
These special services will
supplement Air Indias exist-
ing 42 weekly flights to Patna
from Delhi and Mumbai,
along with 14 weekly flights

operated by Air India Express
from Delhi and Bengaluru. The
enhanced schedule will signifi-
cantly strengthen connectivity
to Patna, making travel more
convenient for passengers vis-

also offer seamless onward con-
nections via Delhi, Mumbai,
and Bengaluru to other parts
of India as well as international
destinations in the Middle East
and Europe. Bookings for the
additional flights are now open
through the official websites and
mobile apps of Air India and
Air India Express, their 24x7
contact centres, city and airport
ticketing offices, and authorised
travel agents worldwide. MposT
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Flight diverted

= AHMEDABAD: A Hong
Hong-bound Gatar
Alrways fllght from
Doha was diverted to
Ahmedabad on Tuoesday
after developlng a technl-
cal smag mid-alr, officlals
said. Flight QRE1EG,
which took off around
Bam, landed safely at
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Internatonal Adrport at
2. 40pim as a precaution-
Ary measure. rm
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Cabin pressure
drops, flight makes
emergencylandmg

Niyati.Parikh@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: A Hong Kong-
bound Qatar Airways flight
from Doha made an emergen-
cy landing at Ahmedabad's
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel In-
ternational Airport on Tues-
day afternoon after it repor-
ted a sudden loss of cabin
pressure.

Flight QR B16,a Boeing 777,
was flying over Indian airspa-
ce when its pilot declared the
emergency after detecting a
sharp reduction in cabin
pressure  readings, pro-
mpting an immediate descent
and diversion to the nearest
suitable airport. The aircraft
was later grounded., accor-
ding to sources.

Upon receiving the dis-
tress message at 212pm, Ah-
medabad air traffic control
(ATC) cleared the aircraft
(A7-BOB) for priority landing
and the airport’s emergency
protocol was activated, with
multiple fire tenders and am-
bulances stationed along the
runway.

“Three firetendersrushed
to the spot following a call
But as the aircraft landed sa-

DOHA-HK FLIGHT

fely, the fire emergency call
was withdrawn,” said an offi-
cial from the Ahmedabad Fire
and Emergency Services
(AFES).

AnSVPlairportspokesper-
son confirmed: “Due to a tech-
nical issue on an aireraft enro-
ute from Doha (DOH) to Hong
Kong (HKG), full emergency
was declared on 14 Oct 2025 at
14:12 hrs at Ahmedabad Air-
port to enable the aircraft to
land.

The aireraft landed safely
at 14:32 hrs, and the full emer-
gency was withdrawn at 14:38
hrs. Airport operations remai-
ned unaffected.”



AIRPORTS AUT HOFHTY UF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA CHENNAT 15 GCTAORBER. 2025

Doha-Hong Kong flight
makes emergency
landing in Ahmedabad
A Hong Kong-bound Qatar
% Airways flight (a Boeing
717) from Doha made an
emergency landing at Ah-
medabad's Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Airport on
Tuesday afternoon after a
sudden loss of cabin pressure
was reported. Flight QR 816
was flying over Indian airspace
when its pilot declared the
emergency after detecting a
sharp reduction in cabin
pressure readings, prompting
an immediate descent and
diversion to the nearest suit-
able airport, reports Niyati
Parikh. Upon receiving the
distress message at 2.12pm,
Ahmedabad air traffic control
(ATC) cleared the aircraft
{(AT-BOB) for priority landing
and the airport's emergency
protocol was activated. The
aircraft landed safely at
2.32pm, an official said.
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Doha flight makes

emergencylanding
XEW DELHL: A Qatar Alrways
flight from Doha to Hong
Eong made an emergency
landing st Sardar Vallabhbs
hai Patel International Air
port i Ahmedabad on Tues
day after the crew meported a
technieal wsue mid-air The
airoaft, opemting as Fheght
QHELE, deckured a full emer
gencyat 2.12 pm and was ghe
en priovity to knd. [t toeuched
down safely ot 132 pm. mr
port officials confirmed. me
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