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Calibration of key

systems in Jewar
airport complete

Vinod Rajput

vinod.rajput@htlive com

GREATER NOIDA: The Noida
International Airport Limited
(NIAL), the agency entrusted by
the Uttar Pradesh government to
oversee the construction of the
greenfield international airport
in Greater Noida's Jewar, on
Tuesday said the calibration of
the instrument landing system
(ILS) and precision approach
path indicator (PAPI) has been
completed, officials said, adding
that both are key systems neces-
sary for aircraft landing and
take-off, before the airport gets
operational on April 17, 2025,

A Beechcraft King Air 360ER
from the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) on October 10 started
the calibration process and com-

pleted it on October 14. The com-
pletion of this process proves
that the runway along with reg-
uisite equipment are ready for
the operations, said officials.

“The AAI with assistance
from Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) conducted the
calibration process. The comple-
tion of this process proves that
the runway along with requisite
equipment are ready for the
operations and that all required
safety standards for aircraft
operations are ready,” said Arun
Vir Singh, chief executive officer
of NIAL.

“The ILS is a radio navigation
system, which provides precise
guidance to pilots during
approach and landing, particu-
larly in low visibility conditions”
said Singh.
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National Gapital Region's second
ﬂll‘ﬂﬂ!‘l almost ready for operations Region’s second

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

he Mational Capital

Regions second airport,
Moida International Adrport
has successfully completed the
calibration of the instrument
landing system and precision
approach path indicator 1o
assess navigation systems. The
calibration, carried out by
Airports Authority of India
[AAT) with support from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), represents
a crucial milestone in the
airports  journey  towards
operational readiness. The
airport plans to apply for an
aerodrome licence in
December, this year.
The airport is strategically

located at about 72 km from
Indira Gandhi International
Airport, about 52 Kilometres

from Noida, about 130
kilometres from Agra and
about 90 kilometres from
Multi-Modal Logistics Hub at
Dadri.

The Instrument Landing
System (ILS) is a radio
navigation system  that
provides precize guidance to
]Jiluh- during approach and
anding, particularly in low
visibility conditions. The
Precision Approach Path
Indicator (PAPI) is a system
of lights positioned beside
the runway to provide visual
indication to pilots regarding
their correct descent angle
during the final approach.

‘A Beech King Air 360ER
from the Airports Authority
of India (AAI) began the
calibration  process on
Thursday, 10th October,
with the process concluding
on l4th October 20247 a
media release stated on
Tuesday.

Yamuna International Airport
Pyt Lid (YIAPL), a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Zurich
Airport International A, is
developing the airport. The
foundation stone for the
priject was laid in November
2021. The concession period
for Moida International
Alrport  commenced on
October 1 2021 and will run
for 40 years. The airport,
which aims to  start
commercial operations  in
April 2025, is expected 1o
submit the application for
aerodrome licence in
December alter completing
the validation flights.

In the first phase, the airport
will have one terminal, one
rumway, 10 aerobridges and 25
parking stands. Once all four
development  phases  are
completed, the asirport will
have a capacity to handle 70
million passengers per year.

Continued on page 2

National Capital

airport almost...

From page 1

Moida International Airport
{IATA code - DXN) will
connect the greater Delhi
area and also Western Utiar
Pradesh with other cities in
the country and the world.
“The airport will combine
Swiss efficiency and Indian
hospitality to offer rich
experiences and
comprehensive commercial
attractions and services to
its passengers. NIA is
committed to an ambitious

net-zern  emissions  goal
supported by sustainable
design and  operations

Prjul:l]:rlr_'s." said the airport.
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi laid the foundation
stone of Jewar Airport on
November 26, 2021. The
airport 1s -:xp::clrd o be
operational later this year,
two years before 1G] Alrport
reaches its threshold traffic
l‘ia!‘l-l]:!ll'.lﬂ capacity.

To facilitate connectivity
between the airport and its
catchment area, the Uttar
Pradesh government  has
enlisted the National Capital
Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC) to
develop a proposal for a
high-speed rail link.
A rjlii.una]l)—', plans  are
underway to integrate the
RRTS in Ghaziabad with the

fortheoming Noida airporl.
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AAI completes landing, takeoft
ocar calibration at Noida airport

Shafaque.Alam
@timesofindia.com

Noida: Noida International
Alrport (NIA) has successful-
ly completed calibration of
the Instrument Landing Sys-
tem (ILS), which guides pilots
during descent and takeoff,
particularly in low visibility.
Between Oct 10 and 14, a
Beech King Air 360ER com-
pleted the calibration process
— conducted by the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) with
help from the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation(DGCA).
With the airport — the sec-
ond such international facility
in Delhi-NCR — set to launch
commercial operations on April
17 next year, the successful com-
pletion of the calibration proc-
ess means that all equipment in
the runway are ready for use.
Arun Vir Singh, the chief
executive officer of NIAL —

the state govt’s special purpose
vehicle for the project — ex-
plained, “The runway, along
with itsrequisite equipment, 1s
ready for operations and has
met all safety standards for
landing and takeoff. ILS is a ra-
dio navigation system, which
provides precise guidance to
pilots during approach and
landing, particularly in low
visibility conditions. The sys-
tem has twocomponents—alo-
caliser and glide path antenna.
While the first helps align the
aircraft with the runway cen-
tre line, providing horizontal
euidance, the antenna ensures
a safe and smooth descent
through vertical navigation.”
ApartfromthelLsS, the Pre-
cision Approach Path Indica-
tor (PAPI) was also put to test.
“ILS 1s a crucial safety ap-
paratus that equips pilots In
adverse weather conditions
like rain, fog or haze. It also

minimises the possibility of
flight delays at the airport. PA-
PI, which was also tested si-
multaneously, involves lights
positioned along the runway,
fitted to provide visual indica-
tion to pilots for their correct
descent angle during the final
approach,” Singh said.

In the run-up to the April
launch, the airport concessio-
naire is likely to apply for an
aerodrome licence in Dec. The
licence is expected to be issued
by the middle of March.

Other essential informa-
tion on the airport, such as
codes and booking details, will
be uploaded on the Interna-
tional Air Transport Associ-
ation (IATA) website by Feb6.

“Ticket bookings will open
90 days in advance for interna-
tional flights and up to 60 days
for domestic services. So, you
can expect bookingslots toopen
around Jan or Feb,” Singh said.
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Ganja worth 35 cr
seized at alrport

Somendra Sharma
MUMEBA

The Airport Customs on
Sunday caught a passenger,
who had arrived from
Bangkok, for allegedly smug-
gling around Skg marijuana
(eanja) worth Rs5.07 crore.
The action comes a dav after
the Air Intelligence Unit
nabbed a traveller, who too
had from Bangkok, for alleg-
edly possessing marijuana

»

worth Rsi06 lakh. Several
hours later, the officials seized
gold worth RsL10 crore.

“In the latest seizure, ganja
was concealed infood packets
packed with gift wrappers,
which were placed inside the
trolley bag carried by the pas-
senger, who was later
arrested,” said an official.

15 OCTOBER 2024
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City hospital
opens clinic
at airport

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Kauvery Group of Hos-
pitals has opened a new
clinic at Chennai airport on
Monday to help air passen-
gers and airport staff ac-
cess medical care. Minister
for Micro, Small and Medi-
um Enterprises T. M. Anba-
rasan inaugurated the facil-
ity, said a press release.

The clinic is well-
equipped and has a dedi-
cated team of staff to han-
dle passengers. The hospi-
tal has also stationed two
ambulances at the airport.

S. Chandrakumar, foun-
der and executive chair-
man of the hospital, said
the initiative is aimed at
providing immediate medi-
cal care to travellers. Ara-
vindan Selvaraj, co-foun-
der and executive director
said, “We are looking at
making healthcare accessi-
ble and efhicient at this vital
transit point.”
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More bomb hoaxes
keep airports on edge

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B NEW DELHI

Alrpurl staffers and security
agencies on Tuesday went into a
tizzy to undertake specific counter-
terrorist drills at various airports
after five planes, including one
bound for the United States, received
bomb-threat messages through a
social media handle on Tuesday.
The threats wvia microblogging
r]atl:urrn X came a day after five
hoax bomb threal messages to three
international lights, a mail train and
a university on Monday, caused
trouble to hundreds of passengers
and airline crew.

According 1o sources, an X handle
issued threats on Toesday to five
flights, an Air India Express fight
from Jaipur to Bengaluru via
.n_‘l.}'udh}'n (IXT65), a Spicefet ﬂight
fromm  Darbhanga to Mumbai
(SGL16), an Akasa Air flight from
Bapdogra to Bengaluru (QF 1373),
an Adr India Qight from Delhi 1o
Chicago (Al 127) and an Indigo
Night from Dammam (Saudi Arabia)
to Lucknow (6E 98).

The Air India Express aircrafl
underwent a security check at the
Ayodhya airport. The Spicefet and
Akasa Air planes have landed,
according to fight-tracking websites.
An Air India Might from Delhi to
Chicago was diverted to Igaluit
Adrport in Canada following a bomb

threat. “Flight Al127 operating from
Delhi to Chicago on October 15,
2024, was the subject of a security
threat posted online and, as a
precautionary measure, has landed
al Igaluit Airport in Canada” the
airline said.

It further said, “Air India notes that
it, and other local airlines, have been
subject o a number of threals in
recent  days. Though all have
subsequently been found to be
hoaxes, as a responsible airline

operator  all threats are taken
seriously.
An  Ayodhya-bound Air  India

Express fight also received a bomb
threat, which was sent via phone call
for the IX 765 flight that flew from
Jaipur at 1225 pam. The Boeing 737
Max8 aircrafl with call sign AXB765
landed at Uttar Pradeshs Ayodhya
airport by 1.59 pm. The aircraft is
currently parked in an isolated bay
area ol A}'u-dht'a airport, while
passengers have been alighted from
the aircraft.

Continued on page 2

More bomb hoaxes keep
airports on...

From page 1

The Spicefet aircraft landed
safely at the Mumbai Airport
and was directed to an
isolation bay as a
precautionary measure. “All
passengers disembarked
normally, and security
agencies were immediately
notified.

After thorough  security
checks, the aireraft has been
cleared fosr further
operations,” a  Spicelet
spokesperson said

An Akasa Air spokesperson
said their fight received a
security alert on board.

“The caplain followed all

required emergency
procedures and landed safely
at the Kempegowda

International Adrpaort,
Bengaluru at 13:3% hours. All
passengers were deplaned and
the local authorities
undertook the necessary
safety and security checks
after which the aircraft was
released for operations” the
spokesperson said.

Indigo said in a statement that
it was ‘cognisant of a situation
involving fight 6E 98 from
Dammam to Lucknow”,

The Dammam-Lucknow
flight landed at the Jaipur
airpaort following its
diversion.

The aireraft has been sent to
an isolation bay, an official at
the Jaipur airport said.

The X handle tagged the
airline and police hund.h:s.
claiming that bombs were

placed on these planes, the
sources said. Four different X
handles had issued a similar
threat to three international
flights originating  from
Mumbai on Monday.

All the messages on Monday
were declared a hoax after
security and  intelligence
agencies as well as airlines and
airport operators carried out
stipulate anti-terrorist
security drills  that are
activated in case of bomb or
hijack threats, the sources
said.

Officials said the Bureau of
Civil  Aviation  Security
(BCAS) has sought the help ol
Indian cyber-security
agencies and police to trace
the person or people behind
these threats.
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3 international flights from Mumbai get
bomb threats; nothing suspicious found

MUMBAL Oct 14: Secu-
rity agencies went into a tizzy
after three international
flights originating from
Mumbai received bomb
threats on Monday with one
of them, a New York-bound
Air India aircraft, getting di-
verted to New Delhi as
travel plans of some 500 pas-
sengers went for a toss.

However, nothing suspi-
cious was found on any of the
planes after a thorough check
by security agencies, police
officials said.

Apart from the Air India

flight, two IndiGo aircraft —
one bound for Muscat
(Oman) and another for
Jeddah (Saudi Arabia) —also
received bomb threats, as
per officials.

The IndiGo flights re-
ceived the threats before
they took off and the planes
were moved to isolation bays
for security checks on Mon-
day morning, the airline said
without elaborating.

The Air India aircraft had
239 passengers and 19 crew
members on board, while
the two IndiGo flights had

around 260 passengers, ac-
cording to sources.

While the IndiGo's Mus-
cat flight departed for its des-
tination after a delay of nearly
7 hours at around 9.15 am
after receiving secunty clear-
ance, the Jeddah-bound air-
craft took off at 13.14 pm, 11
hours behind its scheduled
departure time of 2.05 am,
as per the live flight tracking
website flightradar.com.

However, the Air India
flight has been rescheduled
and will now depart for New
York from Delhi on Tuesday

morning, as per the airline.
An Air India statement
said, “Flight AI119 operating
Mumbai to JFK (New York)
on October 14 received a spe-
cific security alert and on in-
structions of the govern-
ment’'s security regulatory
committee it was diverted to
Delhi. The aircraft was thor-
oughly checked at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport,
and all standard safety
protocols were diligently fol-
lowed to ensure the safety of
the passengers and the crew
on board,” a senmor Delhi

police officer said, adding
nothing suspicious was found
during checking.

The bomb threat was re-
ceived through a post on the
microblogging platform X
and the handle is being veri-
fied, the officer said. The
IndiGo's Mumbai-Muscat
and Mumbai-Jeddah flights
also received bomb threats,
a Mumbai police official con-
firmed, but said “nothing
was found (after inspection
of the aircraft and passen-
gers and baggage scan-
ning).” — PTI
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Diplomatic strain hits airlines as visa delays impact travel

=
Aneesh Phadnls
Mimbad

Airlines, which hava already
been mpacted by Canade's
issuance of fewer studant visas,
are oracng for a tough wirger
Fallowing a strai in tes betwern
India and the North American
country Cer 2.2 million
passengers flow between the
twa CoarEries in CY 2023, alr
Canadaand Air India are the
largest carmiers in the market
and acceunied for 45 percent
of traffic last year,

Fresheapacey |s being added
to the market in the winter

schadule, irtensifying
competition. Air India is addng
thebe exlra ﬂi&h{‘\ betwssan Delhi
and Toronta from Nowermbar 1,
making it & double-daily service.
m June, &ir Canada announced
the resntroduction of s winter
seasonal Aight to Muembal and
the taurch of a ohe-stop Bght
Eetween Calgany and Delhivia
Londaon!Yields onthe
mdia-Canada routes have
drapped inthe july-Secoemiser
guarter” a senicr arling
execy tien remarked, Typically
these mantls wee alntal
student rrathc from India but
with Canada ightening visa
issuance, demand has been low.

Moreoyver, cartain Wast Asian
airfines incentivise travel agents
L %l beveser Far r-..gu.‘-wrglﬂ
pricing pressure.”

*it has been adifbcult year™
added anot ber executive, Traffic
on India-Carada routes
primariy comprises studenks,
migrants, businessmen and
visiting fanny and relatives.

SOURCE MARKET
Canada is also the fifthlargest
soLrce market for toursmin
India, accounting for 4 per cont
of all mrrivak n O 2023,
Hosower, that largely corsists of
Canadian citlzens of indian
crgin wEiong friends and

families in india.

While neither country has
AT LI rr_l I‘,’.l"\.lII'_'I'P\.iLIII-Ilr'\l'.‘\ul
ssuance, the withdrawal of
dinlomats is expacted o slow
o the process,

India withdrew six diplomars,
ncluding the High
Commissianer, and mpelled six
Canadan diplomats amid
ascalating tensions over
Canada's handing of Sikh
extremismin thecountry

In 2 statement on Monday,
ndia’s Ministry of External
.ﬂul'l'air-i-l:l'l.ﬂF.ﬂu}lr_lﬁ 1ed the
Canadian povernment's
assetions that indian diplomats
were imalved in criminal acts
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Spicejet removed from DGCA

surveillance after fundraise

|
Cur Bureau
Murmbsi

The Directorate General
Civil Aviation, on Tuesday,
removed Spicelet from en-
hanced surveillance follow-
ing the ¥3,000 crore fund in-

fusion and rectification of

operational deficiencies.

The DGCA had placed the
low-cost airline under sur-
veillance in August as a cash
crunch led to payment
delays and flight cancella-
tions.

MARKET SHARE DROPS
It's domestic market share
fell to 2 per cent in Septem-
ber from 2.3 per cent in Au-
gust due to depletion in its
fleet.

IndiGo and Air India have
been pgainers at Spicelet's
expense and the two airlines
increased their market share
to 63 per cent {from 62.4)
and 15.1 per cent (from
14.7)  respectively on  a
month on month basis.

Overall domestic airlines
flew 13 million passengers in
September compared to 13.1

million passengers in Au-
gust. In a statement, DGCA
said a total of 266 spot
checks were carried out as
part of the enhanced surveil-
lance mechanism.

“It has been ensured that
deficiencies and findings
found during the spot
checks have been subject to
suitable recrification action
by the operator. In light of
the same and the financial
infusion of additional funds
into the company, Spicejet
has been taken off the en-
hanced surveillance regime,
However, random  spot
checks shall continue o be
carried out across the opera-
tional fleer to ensure con-
tinuing safety of opera-
tionms,” the civil aviation
regulator said.
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Domestic air passenger traffic rises 67 in Sept

|
Press Trust of india
MLimaa

Domestic carriers flew 1,30
CTOTC PASSCARCTS In Septem-
ber, which 18 6.38 per cent
higher compared o the year-
agn pericd, according to offi-

cial data released on Tues
dav, In September last vear,
airlines carried 1.22 crore
passengers. IndiGos market
share rose o &3 per cent
while that of Air India
climbed to 15.1 per cent in
Seprember 2024, as per the
data released by the Direct-

orate General of Civil A
ation (THECA] ATK Connect,
which was merged with Air
India Express this month,
topped the list of airlines in
terms of On Time Perform-
ance ((FTF) at 70.1 per cent,
replacing Akasa Air, whose
OTP=lipped to 62,1 per cont.
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3 FLIGHTS FROM
MUMBAI GET
BOMB THREATS

Mumhbai, Oct. 14: Security
agencies went into a tizzy after
three international flights
originating from Mumbai
received bomb threats on
Monday with one of them, a
New York-bound Air India air-
craft, getting diverted to New
Delhi as travel plans of some
500 passengers went for a toss.
However, nothing suspicious
was found on any of the planes
after a thorough check by
security agencles, police offi-
cials said.

Apart from the Air India
flight, two IndiGo aircraft —
one bound to Muscat (Oman)
and another to Jeddah (Saudi
Arabia) — also received bomb
threats, as per officials. The
IndiGo flights received the
threats before they took off
and the planes were moved to
isolation bays for security
checks on Monday morning,
the airline said without elabo-
rating. The Air India aircraft
had 239 passengers and 19
crew members on board, while
the two IndiGo flights had
around 260 passengers.,
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AS AIRLINE RAISES 3,000 CR VIA SHARE SALE

DGCA Takes SpiceJet Off

Enhanced Surveillance

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Civil aviation regula-
tor Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) Tuesday remo-
ved SpiceJet from enhanced sur-
veillance after the budget carrier
reported infusion of fresh funds
for carrying out its operations.

DGCA's move comes after the
airline successfully raised 3,000
crore through a share sale pro-
cess, the proceeds of which it said
will be used to pay vendors and
employees.

The airline was placed under en-
hanced surveillance by DGCA on
September 13, 2024, in view of the
financial constraints being faced

by the operator which could po-
tentially affect discharge of man-

datory obligations of aircraft ma-
intenance.

Since then, 266 spot checks have
been carried out by DGCA across
various locations as part of the

enhanced surveillance

O mechanism, the regula-

L\ tor said.

“In light of the same
and the financial infusion of ad-
ditional funds into the company;
Spicejet has been taken off the en-
hanced surveillance regime, Ho-
wever, random spot checks shall
continue to be carried out across
the operational fleet to ensure
continuing safety of operations,”
the DGCA said in a statement.
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FUND GETS SEBI APPROVAL

IndiGo Ventures to Start
Backing Startups this FY

Our Bureau

Mumbai: IndiGo Ventures, the
new corporate venture capital
fund of India’s largest carrier In-
diGo, expects to start investing in
startups from thisfinancial year.

The fund will focus on startups
that have the potential to reshape
the future of aviation and related
sectors, offering pre-Series A, Se-
ries A, and Series B funding.

It will target startups working
on innovative technologies in
aviation as well as consumer-fo-

cused ventures in areas like tra-

vel, lifestyle, hospitality, and
transportation, the company sa-
id in a statement.

The fund received approval from
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) as an Alternative
Investment Fund (AIF) Tuesday.

IndiGo also launched the websi-
te, GolndiGoVentures.com,
which provides information on
the fund’'s investment
strategy, value proposi-
tion for founders, and
details about the gover-
ningentities.

IndiGo first announced its in-
tention to launch a VC fund in Au-
gust last year. On acquisition pos-
sibilities in an earlier interview
with ET, CEO Pieter Elbers said
the company had been focused on
putting the necessary infrastruc-
ture in place for the fund.
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Domestic Flyer Traffic Rises 4.9% in September

Domestic air traffic increased by 4.9 % to 13 million in September 2024, compared to 12.24 million flyers in

September 2023, data released by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation showed.

Text: ARINDAM MAJUMDER

Traffic dropped from Market share “10 Airline Sw:rr: EE} DnFi!ilﬁ'lhEt 5{%]
of SpiceJet A\
13.1m fther docgoic. ] ndico | 630 M | 9.2 I
fyersin August. i to 2% from £3% B9 Air India | 15.1 [l 5.1 [N
in August : :
Aircraft supply constraint a ¥ Vistara | 10.0 B 69.1 I
key factor behind cnntlnuuus | \\—/ !u" :
™ aintaing @ ;\ ” Air IndiaExp | 4.1 70.1 3
accupancy | leadasthe & Y \ ‘ \ SpiceJet | 2.0/ 304 00 -
il . country’'s — _\\ | \ NOTE: AirAsia has been merged into Air India Express: Akasa Air has 3
for airlines == - l‘ registered !Jlest on time performance ft::r Eixlmﬂnthﬁ of 2024 | a

largest airline
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DOMESTIC AIR
PASSENGER TRAFFIC
RISES 6% IN SEPT

DOMESTIC CARRIERS
FLEW 13 million pass
m engers in September,
. 38% higher against

the year-ago period, DGCAdata
showed onTuesday. In Septem
berlast year, airlines carmed 12
million passengers. IndiGos
market share rose to 43%, while
that of Air Incia dimbed to 15.1%.
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IndiGo gets nod to launch VC fund

RAGHAV AGGARWAL
New Dehi, October 15

INDIGO YENTURES, THE corparate
venturecapital fund ofIndiaslargest
carrier IndiCGo, on Tuesday anno-
unced it has recetved approval from
the Securitiesand Fxchange Board of
India (Sebi) to lunch its Alternative
Investment Fund (AIF), and it &
expected tostartinvestments bythe
end of FY25. The fund has almeady
started pre-investment activities ke
meeting startup founders

The aidine had expresed its nt-
ention tolaunch such afund inAug-
ust last year. In September this vear,
the companyboard had approved the

IndiGo Ventures is expected to
start investments by FY 25 and

creation of a financial services arm
withan inifial capital of ¥30 crore,
Inastatement, theaidine said the
fund will invest in startupsthat have
the“potential to redefine the fiture
of aviation and beyond” seeking pre
SeriesA, Series Aand Series Bfunding,

“These include startups working on
cutting-edgetechnologies and solu-
tions within the aviation sector,” it
said, “The fund wil lalso look to invest
in consumer startups that have a
touchpoint in the passenger journey,
such as travel lifestyle, hospitality,
transportation, etc”

The airline has also lnched a
wehsit e, (ol i obistitinres.coim, pro
viding information about the fund

“The startups will benefit from
Inditros extensive technicalexper-
tise and diverse geographical imp
rint, leading to the development of
new products and services,” said
IndiGos chief digital & information
officer Neetan Chopra.
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India needs $170 bn to fund aviation sector: Report

RAGHAY AGGARWAL
Mew Delhi, October 15

TOFIMANCEMEW aircraft and
boost its airport capacity, the
Indian aviation sector will
require over $170 billion by
2030, 5&P Global Ratings said
on'Tuesday.

Ina report titled India Avia
thon: Funding Needs Will Soar,
thecredit ratings agencynoted
that Indiancarriemswould need
€12 lakh crore($ 150 billion) to
finance outstanding omders for
1,700 aireraft from Boe ng and
Airbus, This imestment would
trplethe fleet size of the coun
try's five largest carriers.

THE NUMBER GAME

m Airines will need ¥12L cr
to finance outstanding
orders for 1,700 aircraft from
Boeing and Airbus

T2L cr will be needed
te build new airports &
expand existing ones

B Govt alms to have
220 airports by 2030
and 300 by 2047

W Currently, there are
145 airports in the
country

*Air India and InterGlobe
Aviation (Indigo) together
account for more than 802 of
theorders,” it said.

Additionally, ¥ 2 lakh crore
{524 billion) will be needed to

build new airports and expand
existing ones. Centre has seta
target of having 2 20airportsby

2030 and 300 by 2047. As of

July thisyear, there are 145 air
portsinthe country.

58P Global Ratings empha
sised that India'’s travel growth
potential is ddven largely byits
rising middleclass,

“India hasa bigger popula-
tion than China but less than
one-thirdofitsairtmfficcapac-
ity. Domestic passenger traffic
may surge t© 300 million
annual passen gers by 2030,up
from 153 millionin 2023, while
international travelers could
increase to 160 million annu
ally, from 65 million over the
same period,” the report said,

To meetthe dsing demand,
airlmes and airports are
expected tordy heavilyon debt
financng.* Much of thatspemd-

ing will be debt-financed,” sai
S&P Global Ratings credit ana
Iyst Isabel Goh However
improving revenues and “rela
tively attmctive onshore mte
and multiple finanecin)
options” are likely to suppor
theseimestments.

“And in ourview, the timing
is ight to support higherbor
rowing " the report added.

“Risingpassenger airtmaffic
relatively cheaper domesti
financing rates,and conducin
govemment policies on foneig
owmership should boost fund
ing prospects for the sector,
said S&F Global Ratings credi
analyst Cheng fia Ong.
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Spooky day for 3
overseas ﬂight

F e -

FPJ Desk

MUIKEBAI

Security agencles went Into a
tizzy after three international
flights originating from Mum-
bai received bomb threats on
Monday with one of them, a
New York-bound Adr Inclia air-
craft, getting diverted to New
Delhi as travel plans of some
500 passengers went for a toss.
However, nothing suspicious
was found on any of the planes
after a thorough check by se-
curity agencies. Apart from the
Adr India flight, two IndiGo air-
craft — one bound for Muscat
{Oman) and another for Jeddah
(Saudi Arabia) - also received
bomb threats, The IndiGo
flights received the threats be-

fore they took off and the
planes were moved to isolation
bays for security checks on
Monday morning. The  Air
India aircraft had 239 passen-
gers and 19 crew members on
board, while the two IndiGo
fMights had around 260 passen-
pers, aecording to sourees,
While the IndiGo’s Muscat
flight departed for its destina-
tion after a delay of nearly 7
hours at around 915 am after
receiving security clearance,
the Jeddah-bound aircraft
took off at 1304 pm, 11 hours
behind its scheduled depar-
ture time of 2.05 am, as per the
live flight tracking website
Flightradar.com.

} Contd on | nation

Spooky day for 3 ...
However, the Air India flight has been rescheduled
and will now depart for New York from Delhi on
Tuesday morning, as per the airline,

The bormb threat was received through a post on
the microblogging platform X and the handle is
being verified, the officer said.

Not just planes, a train — the Mumbai-Howrah
Mail {superfast train from CMST to Kolkata’s HWH)
received a threar that it will be blown up. As per
ANI, around 4:00 am a message was received
regarding a timer bomb onboard the train, follow-
ing which it was halted at Jalgaon station,
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Landing in Igaluit, jets in Spore:
Bomb threats hit 7 Indian flights

HT Correspondents

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI: Seven
flights, including an Air India
plane headed to Chicago that was
forced to land at a remote Cana-
dian airport and an Air India
Express service to Singapore that
was escorted by two F-15 fighters
away from populated areas, were
diverted, delayed or subjected toa
search on Tuesday after posts on
social media said they had bombs
on board.

Tuesday’s disrupted flights
come a day after three similar
threats for airlines (and another
for a train) were made, prompt-

THREATS TO THE
FLIGHTS CAME
IFROM A SINGLE

X' ACCOUNT,
WHICH WAS
CREATED EARLIER
THIS MONTH

ing authorities to convene a
high-level meeting on Wednes-
day.

None of the planes had any
explosives on board, airlines and
aviation officials said.

The threats were issued to Air
India Express flight IX765 from

Jaipur to Bengaluru via Ayo-
dhya, SpiceJet flight SG116 from
Darbhanga to Mumbai, Akasa
Air flight QP1373 from Bagdogra
to Bengaluru, an Air India flight
AIl27 from Delhi to Chicago,
Indigo flight 6E98 from Dam-
mam (Saudi Arabia) to Lucknow
(6E 98), Alliance Air flight 91650
from Amritsar to Dehradun and
Air India Express flight TX684
from Madurai to Singapore.

In all of these cases, the
threats came from one X
account, @schizobomber777,
which was suspended during the
day. The account, with no other
identifier, was created earlier
this month. B
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Delays, diversions continue as
7 more flights get bomb threats

HT Correspondents

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI: Seven
flights, including an Air India
plane headed to Chicago that was
forced to land at a remote Cana-
dian airport and an Air India
Express service to Singapore that
was escorted by two F-15 fighters
away from populated areas, were
diverted, delayed or subjected toa
search on Tuesday after posts on
social media said they had bombs
on board.

Tuesday's disrupted flights
come a day after three similar
threats for airlines (and another
for atrain) were made on Monday,
prompting authorities to convene
a high-level meeting for Wednes-
day. None of the planes had any
explosives on board, airlines and
aviation officials said. “Civil avia-
tion minister Ram Mohan Naidu
on Monday held a meeting with
the Bureau of Civil Aviation, CISF
(Central Industrial Security Force),
and other senior officials inairport
security over the bomb threats,

The ministry will hold a high-level
meeting on Wednesday,” news
agency ANIreported.

The threats were issued to Air
India Express flight IX765 from
Jaipur to Bengaluru via Ayodhya,
SpiceJet flight SG1I6 from Dar-
bhanga to Mumbai, Akasa Air
flight QP1373 from Bagdogra to
Bengalury, an Air India flight
All27 from Delhi to Chicago,
Indigo flight 6E98 from Dammam
(Saudi Arabia) to Lucknow (6E
98), Alliance Air flight 91650 from
Amritsar to Dehradun and Air
India Express flight [X684 from
Madurai to Singapore.

Inall of these cases, the threats
came from one X account, @schi-
zobomber777, which was sus-
pended during the day. The
account, with no other identifier,
was created earlier this month.

The most dramatic of the con-
sequences appeared to be for
X684, which was escorted away
out to the sea by two F-15 combat
jetsof the Singapore Air Force.

“Air India Express received an
email that there was a bomb on

An IndiGo aircraft from Saudi
Arabia makes an emergency
landingat Jaipur airport

board flight AXB684 that was
bound for Singapore. Two of our
RSAF F-155Gs scrambled and
escorted the planeaway from pop-
ulated areas, to finally land safely
at Singapore Changi Airport at
around 10:04pm tonight,” said
Singapore's defence minister Ng
Eng Hen in a post on X, adding
that investigations are ongoing.
Flight tracking websites
showed the [X684 was ina holding
position to the east of Singapore,
over the sea, for roughly an hour
before it was given clearance to
land. The other international flight
affected was headed to Chicago

from Delhi, and was diverted to
Igaluit, the northernmost Cana-
dian town of roughly 8,000 popu-
lation. “Flight AIl27 operating
from Delhi to Chicago was the sub-
ject of a security threat posted
online and, as a precautionary
measure, has landed at Iqaluit Air-
port in Canada. The aircraft and
passengers are being
re-screened...” an Air India said. It
was not clear if the flight left Iqal-
uit till the time of going to print.

The only other flight to be
diverted was the Indigo plane
from Dammam to Lucknow,
which landed at Jaipur. The
remaining underwent inspections
after safely landing either at their
layover spots or destinations. An
Air India Express spokesperson
said the flight from Ayodhya to
Bengaluru was delayed by almost
three hours as security checks
were carried out at Ayodhya.

The Spicelet aircraft from Dar-
bhanga landed at its destination
Mumbai and was directed to an
isolation bay as a precautionary
measure, the airline said.

An Akasa Air spokesperson
said that, on its affected flight, the
“captain followed all required
emergency procedures and landed
safely at the Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport, Bengaluru at13:39
hours”. The aircraft was released
for operations,

An Alliance Air official said all
“precautionary measures” were
being taken for the Amritsar-Deh-
radun-Delhi flight, which was
undergoing security checks at the
Dehradun airport. An IndiGo
spokesperson said, “We are work-
ing closely with relevant authori-
ties and taking all precautions...”

On Monday, three international
flights — A New York-bound Air
India flightand twoIndiGo flights
flying to separate cities in West
Asia-and one West Bengal-bound
train originating from Mumbai
received bomb threats that turned
out to be a hoax. DCP of Mumbai
Police’s Zone 8 Manish Kalwaniya
said two people have been
detained over with those threats.

(With agency inputs)
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DGCA removes SpiceJet from
enhanced surveillance regime

NEW DELHI: Aviation regulator
DGCA on Tuesday said it has
removed SpiceJet from
enhanced surveillance regime in
the wake of the airline taking
actions to rectify deficiencies as
well as raising funds to meet
obligations.

On September 13, the Direct-
orate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) placed the carrier under
the enhanced surveillance
regime following financial con-
straints that could impact the
airline’s mandatory obligations
related to aircraft maintenance.

A total of 266 spot checks
have been carried out by DGCA
across various locations as part
of the enhanced surveillance
mechanism, DGCA said in a
release. According to the regula-
tor, it has been ensured that defi-
ciencies found during the spot
checks have been subject to suit-
able rectification actions by the
airline. "In light of the same and
the financial infusion of addi-
tional funds into the company,
SpiceJet has been taken off the
enhanced surveillance regime,”
the regulator said. PTI
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Hoax bomb threats to 3int’l f

HT Correspondent

letters@hndustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Three international
flights and one West Bengal-
bound train originating from
Mumbai received bomb threats on
Monday, sending authorities and
security agencies into a tizzy and
leading to disruption in services,
even though the warnings were
later found to be a hoax, officials
aware of the details said.

Nothing suspicious was found
on the three flights - A New York-
bound Air India flight and two
IndiGo flights flying to separate
cities in West Asia—and the How-
rah-bound train that either
departed or were scheduled to
take off from Mumbai with several
passengers onboard, the officials
said.

The Air India flight was
diverted to New Delhi and res-

cheduled for take off on Tuesday
while the IndiGo planes were
delayed by several hours, the offi-
cials added. The Mumbai-Howrah
train mail was halted at Jalgaon
station in Maharashtra and was
thoroughly checked before it pro-
ceeded towards its destination,
they said.

Police said the three flights
received the threats roughly
around the same time from a sin-
gle user on X, who goes by the
name of Fazluddin Nirban. “The
sender has been traced to Chhat-
tisgarh. A team has been dis-
patched to nab the accused,” an
officer at Sahar police station in
Mumbai said.

Police said the threat for the
New York-bound Air India Flight
AI 119 was issued after the plane
with 238 passengers onboard took
off from Mumbai's Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International Air-

Two IndiGo flights also
received bomb threats.

port around 2am. “Tt said that six
kilos of RDX and terrorists were
on the flight and that the plane
would be hijacked,” he said.

The flight was diverted to
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGI), where it was
thoroughly inspected. “Nothing
suspicious was found during
checking. All standard safety pro-
tocols were diligently followed to

ensure the safety of the passengers
and the crew on board,” a senior
Delhi Police officer said.

In a statement, the airline said
the flight was diverted to Delhi on
“instructions of the government's
security ry committee”.
The flight has been rescheduled
and will now depart for New York
from Delhi on Tuesday morning.

Minister of state for civil avia-
tion Murlidhar Mohol visited the
Delhi airport to take stock of the
situation. “While the due security
checks & safety protocols are
being diligently followed, directed
the airport officials & the Air India
staff to arrange all the necessary
assistance as well as convenient
accommodation for the passen-
gers affected,” he said on X.

Likewise, two IndiGo flights -
one headed to Muscat (6E 1275)
and the other to Jeddah (6E 56) -
also received bomb threats before

ights, | Bengal train

they took off, leading authorities to
move the aircraft to isolation bays
for security checks.

The officer from Sahar police
station quoted above said: “The
threat claimed that time bombs
were placed in the Mumbai-Mus-
cat flight that would go off once
the aircraft landed.” A Mumbai
Police officer said the two planes
were checked thoroughly and
“nothing (suspicious) was found”.

Separately, a threat message to
blow up the Mumbai-Howrah
Mail train with a imer bombwas
received early on Monday, said
Sweapnil Nila, chief public relations
officer of Central Railway. “The
train was stopped at Jalgaon sta-
tion for an inspection after the
control room received the threat
message around 4am. No suspi-
cious object was found in it.”

With agency inputs
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SpicelJet hit with
new insolvency case
from aircraft lessor

Krishna Yadav
krishna yadav@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Budget carrier Spi-
celet is facing a new insolvency
case in the National Compan
Law Tribunal (NCLT), filed by
aircraft lessor Aviator ML 29641
Ltd over unpaid rental dues of
around 58 crore.

The NCLT, which heard the
plea on Monday, refused to
issue a notice to Spicelet, citing
the absence of the airline’s
response to the demand notice
in the lessor’s petition. The tri-
bunal gave the airline time to
submit its reply to the demand
notice, with the next hearing
scheduled for 11 November.

According to the lessor’s plea,
the default arose from a lease
agreement dated 16 June 2017
for a Boeing 737 aircraft. The
petition stated that as of 29 June
2024, the outstanding amount is
nearly $7.3 million, equivalent
to 58 crore.

The lessor's counsel noted
that while Spicelet has
attempted to negotiate a settle-
ment. no resolution has been
reached, prompting the insol-
vency filing.

This case adds to a growing
list of insolvency actions against
Spicelet for unpaid dues to vari-
ous vendors and aircraft lessors.
To date, none of these cases
have resulted in insolvency pro-
ceedings against the Gurugram-
based airline.

Some have been dismissed by
the NCLT, while others have
been withdrawn after settle-
ments, with several still pending
final decisions.

The parties filing various
insolvency cases against Spice-
Jet include Wilmington Trust SP
Services (Dublin), Willis Lease
Finance, Celestial Aviation. Air-
castle, and Alterna Aircraft.
Additionally, three entities—
AWAS 36698 Ireland, AWAS
36694 Ireland, and AWAS

The NCLT gave the airline time
to submit its reply to the
demand notice. ]

36695—along with Shannon
Engine Support Limited, Engine
Lease Finance B.V., Raymach
Technologies Pvt. Ltd., and soft-
ware solutions startup Tech-
jockey Infotech Pvt. Ltd. have
also filed cases.

The NCLT rejected the pleas
of Willis Lease Finance and
Wilmington Trust SP, while Spi-
cefet settled with Celestial Avia-
tion, Alterna Aireraft. and Ray-
mach Technologies Pyvt. Ltd.
Engine Lease Finance B.V. has
also settled its case.

All of these parties have
either withdrawn their cases
against the airline or are in the
process of doing so.

The pleas from Aircastle,
AWAS 36698 Ireland, AWAS
36694 Ireland, and AWAS 36695
remain pending, as do those
from Shannon Engine Support
Limited and Techjockey Info-
tech Pvt. Lid.

Wilmington Trust and Willis
Lease Finance have approached
the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal to challenge
the NCLT's dismissal of their
insolvency pleas.

Last week, Spicelet
announced a settlement with
Irish aircraft lessor Babcock &
Brown Aircraft Management,
resolving a dispute worth
$13L85 million.
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Flight diverted to Delhi
after hoax bomb threat

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes,com

NEW DELHI: A New York-bound
Adr India plane carrying 239 pas-
sengers from Mumbai was
diverted to the national capital
early morning on Monday due to
a bomb threat, according to offi-
cials.

Police said following standard
security protocols, a thorough
inspection was conducted and
no suspicious item was found
inside the aircraft.

“Flight A1 119 operating from
Mumbai to JFK on October 14
received a specific security alert
and on instructions of the gov-
ernment'’s security regulatory
committee, (it) was diverted to
Delhi,” Air India said in a state-

ment. “Staff on ground are work-
ing to minimise the inconven-
ience caused to our guests by
this unexpected disruption, it
said. All 258 people on-board the
aircraft have disembarked and
are currently undergoing secu-
rity procedures. Once the secu-
rity protocols are completed, the
passengers will be moved to
hotels, it added.

There were 239 passengers
and 19 crew members on-board
the plane. The flight has been
rescheduled and will now depart
for New York from Delhi on
Tuesday morning, the airline
said. The bomb threat was
received through a post on the
microblogging platform X and
the handle is being verified, the
officer said.
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Diversions, delays as 7
flights of Indian carriers
receive bomb threats

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 1S

MLILTIFLE FLIGHTS of mujor
Indian airlines Tuesday received
bemib threats through socal me-
dia resulting in dversions and
longdediys '|'|1|.‘:|‘||r'|'|r‘-§.'|r1..1'.'.1r
ter three international Mights
from Mumbai — two of lndi Go
and one ol Air India - received
hioex bomb threats,

Arleast sevenllightsreceived
bombthreats Tuesday, These in-
& hthedd AdrInedka's Dl L hacago
Might, IndiGo's Dammam-
L i ke i l!:ghr_ Air India
Express’s  Jaipur-fyodhya-
Bengahura Might and Madurai
Singapore fMight, Alasa Air's
Bagdogra-Bengaluru  flight,
Spczjer's Darbhanga-Mumbad
Might, and Albance Air's
Amritsar-Dehradion Mght

In miost cases, the threats
were fimend to be hoaxes ard the
aircraft were released by secu-
rity agencies after thorough
checks and passenger screening,
per sources. Althe threals came
fmom the same account —
e erohomber 777 — on social
miedia platform X The acomint
has reenw been suespended by X

Sources indicated that secu-
ATy Agencies are probing e ac-
count o identilfy the personor
group behind it The mondesoript
ACCOLNLWas setup on the scial
miedia platform only recently, a

AnIndiCo aircraft from Sandi Arabia maede an emergency
landing after bomb threa tat Jaipur airport, Tuesday. /1

source inome of the airines said.

Although mast bambrhmas
turnodut to be ke, aiflines glob-
ally rake therm wi th utmasT seri
ousness. “Flight Al127 operating
from Delhi v Chicagn on
October 15, 2024 was the sub-
jectal a sscurity threaat posted
onlime and, as a precautionary
measune, has landed at Igalwit
Airport in Canada” an Alr Inda
speolees person said The Adr bndia
spokesperson said the carmer
will also consider legal action
agaimd those responsible forthe
fake threats.

IndiCe's Dasmmarm-Luc ks
Might — 6E 98 — which was
i hedubed to arrive in Lucknow
al 5:25 pm. was diverted to
N, where the arcraltwas un-
dergoing the mandatory secu-
nity checks. Air India Express's
-y bya- Bengalom ight
X765 was held up at the

Ayodhya airport for several
hirs i 10 the bamb rhaeat
The Right finally departed for
Hengaliin at 6221 prm afterade
lay of nearly thres-and-a-half
hours, per Bight tracking data

Inthe case ol Al Expressilight
and the dffected flights of Akasa
Air and Spicoe, diversons wene
ot e ured asthe theeats came
mwhile the airoraltwere already
dose o their respective destina-
tons. Air India Express's
Mladurai-Singapore Sightlanded
salely in Singapore In the
evening. Singapore’s Defence
Mliruster Mg Eng Hen posied on X
that the country had scrambled
o etsioe s the plane vy
from populated areas.

Jusst last month, a Vistara
Night from Mumbaito Frankfun
wasdnerted to Eraurum arport
i Turkey's eastern region fol
lowing a hoax bomb threat.
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ON REVIVAL PATH

DGCA takes SpiceJet off
‘enhanced surveillance’

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI.OCTOBER 13

AVIATION SAFETY regulator
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has taken
Spicefet off the “enhanced sur-
verllance” regime following rec-
tification af deficiencies by the
arrhing and the recent fund infu-
sion into the camier, which had
been financdally distressed or
soime time,

Enhanced surve flanc e entails
an increase in the spot checks
and nightsurveillance of theair-
line's operations IO ensure oper-
ational safety. On Mugnuest 29, the
DGCA havd annosmeced that itwas
placing Spiceletunder enhanced
surveillance after the regulator
found certan defcences during
aspecial asdit olthe no-folls car-
rier's engineering facilities in
Auigris

The audit was conduced
amud agrowing number of flight
cancel lations by the airline and
reparts of the airline going
througha period o significant G-
nancial distress, as the latter
could “potentially affect dis-
charge of mand atory obli getions
of arcraftmaintenance”, per the
DGCA

In Septembe t however, the
airfine hiad asuccessiul Rs 3,000
cromre fund raise through the
qualified institutional placement

(QIP) rouse. Apart fmm this, the
airline said thatitwill receive an-
other Rs 736 crore fram (s ear-
ler Banding round. Withthe cash
in hand, Spicejet has been quick
Lo clear pending salanes, provi-
dent furd deposits, and txdues,
The budget airline has also been
sefthng disputeswith some of its
lessors, and haseven announced
a near-perm fleet AU LA ion
plan 1o add more alrerall to its
operational fleet

" total of 266 spot checks
haree been carnied out by DGCA
Acressvarious locationsas partal
the enhanced surveillance mech-
anism Ithas been ensured that
deficdencies and findings ound
during the spot checks have been
sulyject to suitable rectification
action by the operator, Inlight of
the sarme and the financal i nfu-
sion of additional funds into the
company, Spicejet has been
taken off the enhanced surveil-
lance regime,” the DGCA said
Monday,
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Domestic air passenger traffic
increases 6% in September

Mumbai: Domestic carriers Qew 13 million passengers in Sep-
tember, which is 6.358% higher compared with the year-ago
period, sreording to official data relessed on Tuesday. InSeptem

ber last year, airlines carried 12,2 million passengers. IndiCio’s
markirt share rose to 5% while that of Air Indiaclimbed to15.0%
in September 2004, sccordimg to data released by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCAL m
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Spice|et has been taking actions to lix deficiencies
a4 well s raising hunds to meet obligations MERT

Spicejet off DGCA's
surveillance list

ﬁ viation regulator DGCA on Twesday sale it
has removed Spicelet from enbanced
sirvelllance regime (o the wake of the

akrline taldng actbons to rectify deficiencies as

well as raising funds o mest obligtions.

O 135 Sepiembser, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviatkon IDGCAS placed the badget
carrier under the enhanced survedllance
regime following financlal constrabots that
coutld Impact the alrline’s mandatory
obligations relsted to alreraft malnienance.

A total of 266 spot checks have been carvied
out by DGOA scross various locations as pan of
the enhanced survellance mechandsm, the
watchdog said in a relegse.

According to the regulator, it has been
ensured that deflclencies found during the
spot chiecks have been sulbyect to sultable
rectification actions by the alrline.

“ L Hgglut oof thie samse and the financial infusion
ol additkens] funds o the company, Spleejet has
been takenofl the enhanced survelllanes
regime,” thie regulator sald.

DHECA alsosadi] that random spot cliecks seross
the operathoass] feet o ensure continuing safety
|.lf|.l|Jlt'Iu1||.lII:~. FTi
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Bomb scare forces diversions,
cemergency checks for 7 Indian Flights

Air India’s Delhi- (*fumga flight diverted to Canada

MPOST BUREAU

WEW DELHI: Seven flights,
|1'Hiud1n5 one hl:a.din.g o the
[nited States, received bomb
hreats via social media on
Tucsda}r. prompling security
apencies o conduct counter-
error drills at mullip]r air-
ports, according o official
OUTCEs.

The threats, shared on

the microblogging platform
X, came just a day after three
international flights departing

Spicefet

from Mumbai received simi-

lar threats, which were later
confirmed as hoaxes, incon-
veniencing hundreds of pas-
sengers and erew.

On Tuesday, an X account
issued threats to seven flights,
including an Air India Express
flight from Jaipur to Benga-
luru via Ayudgva {11(?65} a
Continued an P4

Bomb scare...

flight from Darbhanga to Mumbai
(SG116), an Akasa Air tight from Bag-
dogra to Bengaluru (QP 1373}, an Air
India flight fram Delhi to Chicago (AT
127), an Indigo flight from Dammam to
Lucknow (6E 98], an Alliance Air
flight from Amritsar to Dehradun and
Diedhi (91 650). and an Air India Express
flight from Madurai to Singapore (IX
BE4L

Following these threats, the X
gocount was suspended after the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security {BCAS) con-
tacted cyber-security agencies.

A spokesperson for Air India

Express confirmed that they, along
with other airlines, had received a “spe-
cific” security threat from an unveri-
fied social media account. “Security
protocols were immediately activated as
per the instructions of the governmeent-
appointed Bomb Threat Assessment
Committee. The flight landed safely, and
after completing the necessary s:u.n:untj-'
checks, the aircraft will be cleared for
operations.’ the spokesperson added.

PcSi.m:i!a.Tl}', Spicspc?ﬂ nl::;nrmd that
their aircraft landed safely in Mumbai
and was moved to an isolation bay as a
precaution. An Akasa Air spokesper-
son confirmed that their flight received
a security alert mid-air, am:Fthc captain

followed emergency protocols, land-
ing safely at Bengalurus Kempegowda
International Airport at 13:39 hours.
Passengers were deplaned, and the air-
craft underwent sate LLrZ:h.:Eh before
being deared for fi r operations.

Ajr Indid’s flight to Chicago was
diverted to Iqaluit, Canada, after
becoming the target of an online secu-
rity threat. “The aircraft and passengers
are currently being re-screened as per
security protocols, and we are assistin
passengers at the airport until the i
can resumee,’ an Air India spokespersan
stated.

Indigo also acknowledged the situ-
ation involving tlight 6E 98 from Dam-
mam to Lucknow, which was diverted to

Jaipur, where the aircraft was sent to an
isolation bay for safety measures.

An official from Alliance Air men-
tioned that all necessary precantions
were being taken for their Amritsar-
Diehradun-Dethi fight, which was
undergoing security checks at Dehra-
dun airport. Meanwhile, the Air India
Express flight from Madurai to Singa-
pore was awaiting landing dearance
from Singaporean authorities.

The X account responsible for the
threats had tagged several airlines and
police handles, claiming bombs
were on board. On Monday, similar
threats were posted by four other X
accounts targeting international flights
from Mumbai.
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PM Modi pitches global rules
for digital world and ethical Al

Prime Minister Narendra Modi cited the example of the aviation
sector and said a similar framework is needed for the digital world

NEW DELHIL: Prime Minis
ter Warendra Modi on Toesday
made a fervent pitch for puttmg
in place a global framewark Sor
e of digital technology and
ethical use of artifscial el
hﬁ:m:e { AL, saying security
cannat bean afterthought inan
imerconnected world.

Speaking at the inanguration
of the Internatsonal Telecom
munication Union - WTSA amd
India Mobile Congress here, he
fvoured clear 'dos” and ‘don’ts’
o safeguard citirens.

“There iz a nesd for a global
framework_ guidelnes for digi
tal technology,” he sid, “Time
has come when global instita
tinns have to accept the impor
tance of a male-based framework.
for digital techmaol ogy”

Drgital roles are impartant
nok just because they invabre
personal privacy, media disin
formiatiom, the acconntzbiliny
of tech grants and other ismes
of sncietal importance, but also
becamse trade in goods and ser.
vices rely on international fows
of data

Stating that digatal tools
and applications are beyond
amy physical boundaries and oo
oouniry alome can sueguard its
citizens from cyber threat, the

Highlights
» He highlighted the
borderles nohre

dlopteble o future
Prime Minister Hareedrn Madi during the insug ] chclinges; hckidiag
the h ITUs Seloemensimndrs moes,bn Mem Dol o Toesday o ethical Al and dota
privacy shondands
‘There is a need for a global framewerk... ‘_:"*‘E bt
= R i o silk route or todoy's
guidelines for digital technology, he said. sechnology: s, i

‘Time has come when global institutions
have to cccept the importance of a rule-
based framewark for digital technalogy’

Prime Mirmister said, “dos and
doa'ts have 1o be framed at the
glabal bevel” “For this, we have
to work ingether. Global insti
tatioms have in take responsibd
v, he said.

He citexd the example of the
aviation sector and said 2 sim
ilar framework is needed for
the digitall world Global avi-

ation reguiations byoat o sef
ot techmical, legal, and opera
tional requirements o ensare
the safiety, security, and efh
cency of international flights.

Stressing the need of oe
ating a 'Dos’ and "Don'ts’ for
technology an the global lewel,
the Prime Minister highlighted
the borderless nature of digi

tal isols and applicatsons and
urﬁ,ed for intemational col
laboration i combating cyber
threats and collective action by
global nstitations.

The Prime Mindster urged
the members of the assembly i
create standards that are inch
sve, secure, and adaptable to
futmre challenges, induding ethe

ical Al and data privacy stan
dards that respect the drversity
of nations.

Underscoring the need for
eonsensas and conpedivity in
2 world marred by conflicts,
the Primne Mimister sid India i
engaged in bringing the world
out of conflict and connecting &

“Be it the ancient glk route
or indays technology route,
Indias only mission is to con
nect the world and open new
doars of progress,” he sid

The Prime Minister ina
purated the Intermational Tele
communication Union - Waordd
Telecommunication Standard
mation Assembly [WTSA)
2024 at Bharat Mandapam in
MNew Delhi. He also imaugu
rated the Bth edition of India
Muobile Comgress H124 during
the programme. He took a walk
through of the exhibition show
cased on the cocasion

The Prime Minister empha
sized the need fora homan-cen
trsc dimension o the ongoing
technalogical revolotion, call
ing for responsible and sus
tainable innovation. He said
that the standards set today will
determine the direction of the
future, sressing that principles

ol security, ty and ¥
should be at the center of our
discuszions.
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DGCA removes SpiceJet from
enhanced surveillance regime

NEW DELHI: Aviation regu-
lator DGCA on Tuesday said
it has removed Spicelet from
enhanced surveillance regime
in the wake of the airline tak-
ing actions to rectify deficien-
cies as well as raising funds to
meet ohligations.

On September 13, the Direc-
torate CGeneral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) placed the budget car-
rier under the enhanced sur-
veillance regime followin
financial constraints that coul
L:EEm:t thie aifines mandatory

igations related to aircraft
maintenance.

A total of 266 spot checks
have been carried out by DGCA
acToss various locations as part
af the enhanced surveillance
mechanism, the watchdog said
in a release.

Arcording to the lator,
it haz heen e%isurcd :;Eltjdcﬁ-
ciencies found during the spot
checks have been subject tosuit-
able rectification actions by the
airline.

“In light of the same and
the financial infusion of addi-
tional funds into the company,
Spicejet has been taken off the
enhanced surveillance regime.”

the regulator said.

Directorate General of Civil
Aviation also szid that random
spot checks across the opera-
tional fleet to ensure continu-
ing safety of operations.

Last month, crisis-hit Spice
Jet raised Rs 3,000 crore from
institutional investors and
since then, it has cleared vari-
ous dues, paid pending salaries
to staff and reached settbe-
ments with some of the aircrafi
lessors. Shares of Spicejet were
trading with gains over 166 per
cent to Rs 66.80 apiece in after-
noon trade on the BSE. FTl
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SpiceJet meets DGCA’s safety norms;
out of enhanced surveillance regime

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Delhi

IN a major relief for SpleeJet,
aviation regulator DGCA on
Tuesday said it hasremoved the
low-rost carrier from enhanced
surveillance regime. This ac
tions comes as the regulator is
satisfied that SpiceJet is taking
actions to rectify defliciencies
following the Mundralsing.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) had
placed Spicejet under enhanced
surveillance on September 13,
20 over a severe cash crunch
at the airline which had im-
pacted its ability to discharge
mandatory obligations of air
craft maintenance. This action
had resulted in increased spot
checks and night survelllanes
o ensure the safety of the alr
line's operations. DAGCA said
266 spot chiecks were conducted
at various locatlons as part of
monitoring efort. It said defi-
clencies ident fed during these
checks were addressed appro-
priately by the airline.

“In light of the same and the

Tinancial infusion of additional
funis into the company Splee
Jet has been taken off the en-
hanced surveillanee regime,”
DGCA said in & statement.
DGCA will continue to carry
random spot checks across the
aldine's operational Mlest to en-
sure safety standards Since the
enhanced surveillance was
placed, SpiceJet has success-
fully raisaed 3,000 crore via sale

of shares to qualified instita-
tional buvers. It is using this
money to pay lenders and ex-
pand its fleet.

Spicedet said on Tuesday it
has settled a $23.39 million dis-
pute with Aircastle (Ireland)
Desipgnated Activity Company
and Wilmington Trust 5P Serv-
ices (Dublin) Limited for an ag-
gregate sum of 85 million, to-
gether with agreement in
relation to the treatment of
certain alreraft engines. This
came a day after it was report-
od that Spicedet is staring at
fresh Insolvency proceedings
inltiated by airerafl lessor Avi-
ator ML 26641 Ltd over unpaid
dues amounting to 58
crore. The lessor claimed that
SpiceJet failed to pay rental
charpes for a Boeing 737 that it
had leasged.

Creditors cauvsed delay in Jet resolution process: JKC

NEW DELHI: Jalan Kalmck Consartium (JKC), resolution applicant (SRA)
who acguired ownership of Jet Alrways, on Tuesday argued the Supreme
Court that they can't be held salsly responsible for delays caused by
securlty clearances and procedural hurdles In reviving the alrline. ENS
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onday for Air India

6E56. Hoax messages severely
cripple flight SLhEEI.IlES.
On getting a threat like this
3irporlsx'aircral't, passengers
and ba has to be
momuglﬁg checked. Gettin
the all clear nod takes seve
hours and by then sometimes
the maximum time for which
i:rcw can operate is about to
hse.
“Flight AT 119 operating from
Mumbai to JFK on October 14
received a specific security
alert and on instructions of
the government’s security
ulatory committee, (it) was
diverted to Delhi," Air India
said in a statement.’Staff on
ground are working to
minimise the inconvenience
caused to our guests by this
unexpected disruption, it said.
All 258 people onboard the
aircraft have disembarked
and are currently undergoing
security procedures. Once the
security  protocols  are
completed, the passengers
will be moved to hotels, it

added. There  were 239
passengers and 19 crew
members  onboard  the

plane.The flight has been
rescheduled and will now
depart for New York from

Delhi on Tuesday morning,
the airline said.
“The aircraft was thoroughly
checked at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport, and all
standard safety protocols
were diligently followed te
ensure the safety of the
assengers and the crew on
oard,” a senior police officer

said, adding that nothing
suspicious was found during
checking,

The Boeing 777 aircraft - VT-
AER - departed Mumbai at
2:27 am, nearly 50 minutes
behind its scheduled
departure of 1:40 am, and
landed around one-and-a-
half hours later, according to
flight  tracking  service
Flightradar24.  Passengers
were made to deplane the
aircraft at around 4:10 am, but
were asked to leave their bags
on board.
The bomb threat was received
through a post on the
micro lo ing platform X
and the handle is bein
verified, the officer said.
Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol
visited thenDelhi/ mirport o
take stock of the situation.

[ “Continued-on page 8

Manic Monday for Air India

From page 1

“Upon landing in Delhi a
while ago, took stock of the
situation at Delhi airport
regarding the diversion &
emergency landing of flight
Al 119, carrying 239
passengers. “While the due
security checks & safety
protocols are bein
diligently followed, directe
the airport officials & the
Air India staff to arrange all
the necessary assistance as
well as convenient
accommodation for the
passengers affected,” he said
in a post on X at 1 pm.

Apart from the Air India
flight, two IndiGo flights

originating from Mumbai
received bomb threats on
Monday. One IndiGo flight
was headed to Muscat and
the other to Jeddah. The
IndiGo flights received the
threats before they took off
and the planes concerned
were moved to isolation bays
for security checks.

“IndiGo flight 6E 1275
operating from Mumbai to
Muscat had received a bomb
threat. As per protocol, the
aircraft was taken to an
isolated bay, and following
the standard operating
procedure, mandatory
security  checks  were
promptly initiated,” the
airlines  said in a

statement.Customers were
provided with assistance and

refreshments, and we
sincerely regret the
inconvenience caused,” it
added.

“IndiGo flight 6E 1275

operating from Mumbai to
Muscat had received a bomb
threat. As per protocol, the
aircraft was taken to an
isolated bay, and following
the standard operating
procedure, mandatory
security checks  were
promptly initiated,” the
Gurugram-headquartered
budget airline said in a
statement.

On the Mumbai-Jeddah
flight, it said, “The flight

had received a bomb threat.
As per protocol, the
aircraft was taken to an
isolated bay, and following
the standard operating
procedures,  mandatory
security  checks  were
promptly initiated.”
IndiGo, however, did not
share other specific details
such as the number of
persons on board or the
status of the two flights.

According to the live flight
tracking website
Flightradar24.Com, the
Muscat flight, which was to
depart at 2 am on Monday,
took off for its destination at
9.15 am, after a delay of
more than 7 hours, while

flight 6E-57 (Mumbai-
Jeddah) was scheduled to
depart at 2.05 am and was
showing an  estimated
departure at 12.15 pm

Not just planes, a train, the
Mumbai-Howrah Mail
(train no 12809, supcrfast
train from Mumbai's
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Terminus (CMST) to
Kolkata's HWH) received a
threat to blow up the train
with a timer bomb. No
suspicious objects were
found during the checking.
After this, the train
continued its journey to its
destination, CPRO, Central
Central Railway's Chief
Public Relations Officer

said.

Earlier on October 5, Devi
Ahilya Bai Holkar
International Airport
located in Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore received a
bomb threat email

following which the police
registered an FIR. The mail
sender also threatened to
blow up other airports in
the country. Similarly,
Vadodara Airport received
a bomb threat via email,
which promoted a thorough
search on October 5.
Meanwhile, security has
been tightened followin
the received threat an
authorities are currently
investigating the matter.+
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Domestic air passenger
traf fic clocks 5 pc growth:
India” s domestic air passen
ger traffic ,mached 11.84
crore in the first nine
months of the year, up
against 11.28 crore during
the comespondng period of
the previous year, marking
an annual growth of 4.99
per cent, the Directorate
Ceneral of Civil Aviation
[DGCA ) data showed on Tues-
day. On a month-tomonth
[MoM) basis, domestic air
passenger traffic grew 6.38
per cent to 135 crore in Sep-
tember from 1232 crore in
August. During the nine-
mion th period | Jan uary-Sep
tember), budget carrer ind-
Co carred more than 7 25
crore passengers, docking a
market share of 1.3 per
cent, Fallowed by Air India
FAying over 1.64 crore pas-
sengers with 13,9 pc share
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AirIndiaflight diverted
to Delhiafter bomb threat
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
\EW DELHI, 14 OCTOBER

An Air India flight from Mum-
bai to New York was diverted
to Delhi on Monday following
a bomb threat.

All passengers and crew
members onboard the flight
are reported to be safe.

The flight, which had
departed from Mumbai for
JEK International Airport in
New York, received a special
security alert. Following this,
the aircraft was diverted to

Delhi as perinstructions from
the povernment’s security
regulatory committee.

The Delhi Police confirmed
that the flight was diverted
to Indira Gandhi International
(1GI) Airport due to security
reasons. They stated that all
passengers disembarked
safelyand are nowat the air-
port terminal. Standard secu-
rity protocols were followed
to ensure the safety of both
the passengers and the crew.

AnAir India spokesperson
mentioned that after receiving
the security alert, immediate
action was taken, and the
flight was safely redirected
to Delhi. The plane landed
safely at IGI Airport, and all
passengers were safely
deboarded.

Athoroughsecurity check
of the aircraft was carried
outand no suspicious material
was recovered.
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Flights

Calcutta: Malaysia Air-
lines will launch a direct
Might between Calcutia and
Kuala Lumpur, starting De-
cember 2. The airline will
operate five weekly Mights
on this route (Boeing 737-800
aircrafi)

The fMight will leave Cal-
cutia at 12.10am every Friday,
Saturday and Sunday

It will Jeave Kuala Lumpur
every Monday and Tuesday at
9.35pm, sald a spokesperson
for the airline.
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Plane to NY diverted, Howrah Mail halted

Bomb hoaxes hit
flights and train

OLUR BUREAL

New Delhi: Bomb hoaxes re-
lating to three {lights and a
Howrah-bound train, one of
them arriving while the plane
was mid-air, disrupted trav-
¢l in the country on Monday,
triggering chaos and passen-
ger panic.

Alr India’s Flight Al-119
from Mumbai to New York,
carrving 239 passengers and
a 19%member crew, was divert-
ed midair to Delhi in the eardy
hours because of a bomb alert,
which an inspection revealed
to be a hoax.

The lalse bomb alerts o
IndiGo’s Flight 6I5-56 (Mumbad
to Jeddah) and Flight 6E-1275
(Mumbai to Muscat) arrived
before take-off. The planes
were moved o an isolated bay
at Mumbai airport and thor-
oughly checked

The Mumbai-Howrah
Mail (12809) too was the sub-
ject of a hoax message early
on Monday morning that said
there was a time bomb on
the train.

The bomb alert to the
Alr India Qight was (weeted
immediately after the plane
had taken off from Mumbal
around Zam.

“The passengers were
made to deplane (at Delhi air-

port) around 4.10am but were
asked to leave their bags on
board. In such instances, the
aireraft is subject to a thor-
ough security inspection be-
fore being allowed to take ofl
again,” a Delhi police officer
said.

The Night is now expect-
ed to leave for New York from
Delhi on Tuesday morning,
the airiine said.

“Flight AI119 operating
Mumbal to JFK on October
14 received a specific securi-
ty alert and on instructions
of the government's securily
regulatory committes was di-
verted to Delhi,” an Alr India
spokesperson sakd.

“We confirm that all 239
passengers and 19 crew have
disembarked and are current-
ly undergoing security pro-
eedures. Refreshments have
been provided to the passen-
gers. Guests will be moved to

hotels once security protoools
are completed.”

IndiGo said: “IndiGo flight
6E 56 operating from Mumbai
to Jeddah and IndiGo flight 6E
1275 operating from Mumbal
to Muscat had received a bomb
threat. Asper protocol, the air-
crafl was taken to an isolated
bay, and following the stand-
ard operating procedures,
mandatory security checks
were promptly initiated. Cus-
tomers were provided with
assistance and refreshments,
and we sincerely regret the in-
convenience caused.”

The Mumbai-Howrah Mail
was halted at Jalgaon station
around 4am and given a thor-
ough security inspection. No
suspicious object was found,
and the train resumed its jour-
ney,

Central Railway's chiefl
public relations officer
confirmed the incident,

i it e A
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IndiGo gets Sebi nod
to launch VC fund

Mumbai: IndiGo's corporate
venture capital fund has
received Sebi's approval to
launch an alternative
investment fund. The fund will
invest in seed to mid-stage
startups within the aviation
sector. Tnn
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Delhi-Chicago flight diverted to Canada as
bomb hoaxes disrupt operations for 2nd day

Singapore scrambles fighters to escort plane

S ingapore Armed Forces on Tuesday scrambled two fighter
jets to escort Air India Express flight 1X 684 away from
populated areas following a bomb threat before the aircraft
landed safely at Singapore's Changi airport on Tuesday night.
Singapore's defence minister Ng Eng Hen said Al Express had
received a mail that there was a bomb on board the flight from
Madurai to Singapore. “Two of our RSAF F-155Gs scrambled and
escorted the plane away from populated areas, to finally land
safely at Changi Airport,” he wrote on X. The ground-based air
defence systems and explosive disposal squad were also
activated. Once on ground, the plane was handed to the airport
police, he said and added that investigations are going on. e

Saurabh Sinha & V Narayan | nn

New Delhi/Mumbai: Arash
of bomb threats on social
mediadisrupted at least 10 In-
dian flights the past two days,
prompting diversions and se-
curity checks. Flightssuch as
Air India’s Delhi-Chicago
and IndiGo’s Dammam-
Lucknow werediverted Tues-
day, following Monday’s di-
version of AI's Mumbai-New
York flight. All threats were
later confirmed as hoaxes.
Authorities intensified
their crackdown, with Mum-
bai police detaining two sus-
pects, including a Chhattis-
garh businessman’s 17-year-
old son. UP officials traced 22
bomb threats targeting sev-
eral flights such as those to
Lucknow and Ayodhya with-
in five hours to an X handle,
@schizobomber777, which
has since been suspended.
Flights affected Tuesday
included Al Express Jaipur-

Ayodhva, Spicedet’'s Darb-
hanga-Mumbai and Akasa’s
Bagdogra-Bengaluru flight.
Affected airlines followed
standard protocols, isolating
aircraft for checks. Long-haul
flightsfaced additional delays
due to crew duty limits and
passenger management chal-
lenges at remote airports.
The Al flight was mid-air
when 1t received the threat
and was diverted to Igaluit in
Canada. The airline con-

firmed that AI127 was under-
going re-screening, with sup-
port provided to stranded
passengers. It 1s considering
legal action to recover losses
and urged stricter govtaction
against such disruptions.
Airlines, including IndiGo
& Spiceldet, emphasised that
passenger safety is their top
priority and expressed regret
forany inconvenience caused.
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security had in June pro-

posed that people making
hoax threats be added to a no-
fly list, but the move awaits le-
gal backing. BCAS chief Zul-
figuar Hasan reassured trav-
ellers: “Indian skies are abso-
lutely safe.” He said law en-
forcement is workingtotrack
down those responsible.

A Mumbai police team ar-
rived in Chhattisgarh’s Raj-
nandgaon to probe three
threats — Al's flight to New
York, & IndiGo flights 6E1275
to Muscat and 656 to Jeddah.

They detained two sus-
pects Tuesday: Fazluddin Nir-
ban (34)—ashop owner,and a
17-year-old student, identified
as the primary suspect. The
teen, a self-taught tech expert,
allegedly posted three threats
on X using accounts (@ fazlud-
din69 and @fazluddin27077,
falsely claiming Al119 carried
“6kg of RDX and six terror-
ists”. Authorities suspect the
boy misused Nirban's ac-
count due to a personal feud.
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Hoax bomb threats from C’garh
target 3 int’l flights from Mumbai

V Marayan & Manju V [ Tuu

Mumbai: Three internatio-
nal flights of Air India and
IndiGo out of Mumbai, sche-
duled in the early hours of
Monday, were hit afler a
Chhattisgarh resident pos-
ted a series of targeted bomhb
threat messages on X. One of’
the messages claimed that
“zix terrorists with 6kg of
RDX™ were on hoard one of
the flights, The threats tur-
ned out to be a hoax. A team
from Sahar police is in
Chhattisgarh looking for the
man, whoused the name Faz-
luddin Nirban on X.

The Air India flight Al119
to New York, which had taken
off from Mumbai around
2.30am, was diverted to Delhi,
while the IndiGo flights—
BE1275 to Muscat and 6ES56 to
Jeddah—were taken to an
isolation bay at Mumbai air-
port for security checks.

As per the FIR registered
by Sahar police under vario-
us sections of Bharativa Nya-
vaSanhitaand Aviation Secu-
rity Act, the man posted three
messages betwesn LiZamand
3.08am on Monday using the

Fake bomb threat holds up train from
Mumbai at Jalgaon station for 2 hrs

Nashik: Mumbai-Howrah Mail (126808) was held up at Jal-
gaon station for at two hours on Monday following a bomb
threat received at RPF headguarters in Mumbai. The threat
was found to be a hoax. The train, which left Mumbai on Sun-
day night, had about 1,800 passengers on board.

Ity Pandey, divisional railway manager, Bhusawal, said,
“1 received a call from the RPF headguarters at 3.30am on
Monday alerting me to a threat of a bomb planted on the
train. Since the train was about to reach Jalgaon, security
forces decided to carry out a search operation at the station.”

The train arrived at Jalgaon station at 4.15am and a bomb
detection and disposal squad from city police and a dog squad
from RPF inspected all 21 coaches. “The passengers were in-
formed about the security check and it was ensured that
therewasno panic. The passengers cooperated with the secu-
rity agencies. When nothing suspicious was found on the
train, it was declared fit for further journey It departed the
stationaté.2lam,” said Pandey.

Swapnil Nila, Central Railway's public relations officer;
said teams were investigating the threat call to ascertain the
motive behind it. “Such threats are never taken lightly by the
administration and the security forces. The security forces
swung intoaction as soon as they received the threat. They al-
so checked the identity of the passengers to ensure that they
were travelling with proper tickets,” he said.

handles @fazluddingd and  to depart at 2am, claiming
(@ fazluddinZ7077. that a timer-triggered bomb

The first tweet, posted at
L32am, targeted IndiGo flight
6E1275, which was scheduled

wits on board and that it would
explode before arrival at Mu-
scat. The second tweet, posted

at 212am, targeted GESS,
which was todepart at 2.05am,
saying a larger bamb was on
board that IndiGo flight, The
thind tweet, posted firom Gfaz-
Iuddin27077 and in which Air
India was tagged, claimed:
“Six terrorists with 6kg of
RDX on board. This Aight will
be hijacked innext 20 minand
willbe blownupinsky”
After the Air India flight
was diverted to Delhi airport,
passengers underwent secu-
rity procedures, A bomb dis-
posal and detection squad and
otheragenciesscanned the In-
diGo flights. Flight 6E1275 fi-
nally left at S%am and flight
BES6 took off at 1.14pm. The
Air India flight will depart
Delhi airport on Tuesday,
Both Air Indiaand IndiGo
released statements confir-
ming the incidents and the
measures taken to ensure
passenger safety Alr India
said passengers were to be
moved to hotels after comple-
tionof the security protocols,
IndiGo said standard opera-
ting procedures were follo-
wed, with the aircraflt being
taken to an isolation bay for
mandatory security checks.
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Alliance Air launches
Kullu-Jaipur direct flight

ABHINAVVASHISHT

KULLLY, OCTER 14
The Allance Ar com-
menced direct  operstions
between Japur and Kullu
through 70-seater ATR-T2
arcraft from today, The ar-
craflt was weleomed with
witer cannons af the Rullu-
Manali sirport at Bhuntas 10
km from here. Though the
Governar and Depiity Chiel
Minister are on visat to Kullu
for the Dasehes festival, only
o small ceremony was held
for the launching of the
operations for the first time
between Jaipiie and Kulki,
The opemtions will be car
mied ol on Mondavs and
Wednesdays 1l October 23
and from October M on Tues-
dayva, Thursdays and Satur
divs. The one way flight will
be of around 2-hour duration,
It will depart fren Jaipiir at
820 am and armve in Kulhs at
10,15 am. Then it will return
badk it 1035 am and artve at
Jaipur at 1240 pm. The fli ght=
between Jaipur and Kullu

Water cannons welcome the inaugural Might betwesn Kullu at

and laipural Bhuntar airport in Kullu on Monday

SPS A INEES, TSNS TR OCE 2T

®The operations will be carrled out on Mondays and
Wednesdays Lill October 23, From October 20 these will be
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.

B The one-way Tight will be of around two-hour d uration. It
will depart from Jalpur at 8,20 amand arrive in Kullu at
10.15 am. Then it will return back at 10.35 am and arrive
at Jalpurat 12.40 pm,

® Dnaway fare js 2,609,

have been launched wnder
the Regional Connectieity
Scheme (RCS), oommonly
kenown as TDAN |

The seats from Kulhi to
Juipur are not available on
the website of the airhne tll
Octobwer 31.



!Fi’f"f JIRTS AU r'i* ‘-*HII Y OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TRIBUNE DELHI 15 OCTOBER 2024

What kind of military power does India need

e

C LUDAY EHASHAR
DIRECTOR, SCCIETY FOR
POLICY STUDIES

OME  wnrelated
events of the lns
weedy draw  wtlen-
tioay to Inclia’s mod-
esl  trang-bonder
military (TBMi capability
and tive manner mwhbeh cer-
tain disruptve tedin lopes
are impacting the oconduc of
wie The miltory operations
i the ongoing  Russg-
Ukrasre war that began n
Fetirunry i 2 rd s spiral
aff violenes triggenad by the
Homas ferrar  stick  on
Larned {in Cotober 20E3) now
rivilied by U ety of Hezbok
luky inewd L, Restaly o the Jut-
Lir Lrenid b b Cubfla s depres
Some  prelinvinory  poliry
infereners can be drven that
ame redeand for Indin
Thie first developameng e
tains b the October S Cnbimet
Commitlse o Security
spgreernl foor the neequisition of
twn nudenr peepelied sube
murires (S5N); these pll-
fooms are aten pefermsd foone
sttiek-submarimes ar huntee
killere. They will be indipe-
neoussly demipned and il st
Venkhapatnom, This &= a
e peiliey ddecisan ared an
ambitsmas oree at that
Trectim ez et i noeuire e

resc Uik beesynel ol bechurndogtiead
fornpelence 1o desgm s
ludhd & converlional disssl-
et aulanaree, bl el
T pnowvesd stiisahil o desiin
miil bulhd & S5BN (s noclear
powered]  sulmmarzee walh
nicear-lpped  ballise  mis-
i) = 1B TIN5 A boanl Thee
BEBN has o slale®c pole
whiich =0 envane everdibe see-
anickgErike capobality to render
nidenr  detarence  mane
mobiast, Il jrimed this sedect
prop of nians m 2018, ase
which melules the USA, Aus-
gin, the UK, Franoe arad Chima,

After 4 long gestution pery-
aul ol alroiet 17 years snce e
souistion of on 55N was
first mooted, Indin B now
erbnrking on the proge,
g this agyprovul s toke
filiovwesd] by odequte budpt-
ary alioewtions. An 55N 8 a
totally different plotfiem by
way ol fechno logical featunes
o] e b the case wilh the fist
type of any nmal gatfiorm,
e oy will| b o, ardu-
s ame] X pensn

T sam 55N =nreooporied In
et Ra 15000 ceoe ench,
though this = nn intinl et
mde, When thess fwn by
oo STV i an opeeational
et — with full odranee
peden g, which monns subm-
rewelnnched migsiles — [nein
will Furar n erardibde und ewnter
mpubility, whiverin the S8N
ann b tasloed with attack, mur
villanee mul gocid oprme
ticmns rolesi, depending an the
tetical exigmey In- Ao,
the 55N can eenainon eaborgdl-
ol undepanier presd’ and
unitenadly navies will hina:

WITAL: The milkryshould movs owands ncumrrg.u holstic rafonal TEM capsbiby, s o

fictar this copability wisn

ol b s e s of

ey bo lnika

Ly thee s wesdt, on COvtober
T, thee CUS el s agpronvesd pliase
101 i s Sy Basis Susveil-
I mystom SRS whichwall
il Tiim to lmch 52 spy
st m oo eorth mad pen-
sttiomary erbits, Faperted o
erst Pl 27,000 croee, thae trmmes-
borcler mumarillnnee cagwhility
wfthis tusierwill beenhnresd
b nritificinl nteligenoe i
e o fillip to Inclin's compes
st THS maiex

A piwerT i noore doment of

nmnatioms TRM eapability nrd
this aspoct cane indn fones
wath the assumpon of offion

by ther v i chised, Adr Chiel

Marshal Amar Preei Simgh
v bk v im el -Seplom-
ber Thring the  froditional

Incic shoudd
acquire the desired
depree of THM
capability so tha
Delhi acquires the
appropriate degree
olequipoisein
engpeing with
Beijing

rmeddia indersetion in the -
L 1o ke Alr Foroe Dy on
ke §, ACM Singh nolssd
L g between Indsa and 18
prmdpal strategic challenges
Uit b s air prorsst doeraalin
ard ettt an fhe neeed 0 mmp
up domestic production. of
fighter jeda o redness dwin
dling umbiers, Manoreer, he
mur], his first offort would he
it allow The fghéernircornft
grength po diwn hekmay 30
apesdrore” ond  that HAL
shingld ick o s promise to
deliver 34 nimemift marmy pmr o
bridpe the Tuambess gap,

Thee 30 srpasadran figure his
tin e goem ngninst the nepim
tkm of the TAF 1o have 42
fightersaundmn: inclenlwith
0 tendwnt operrtional
meiTement againg  Ching
orel Pakistan, This namber

was arrived af afber the 195
war with Pakistan: aiwl none
b Lhai s eEendaey JEDO
‘Tata, an acmmplahed pldol
and fourder of A Indio was
& mesnber of the gnoap thal
e his as seaierenl.

The mamner in which ax
et bas beser Urarimebed 19
esnclert in thwe Bussao-U ks
weur 45 weell a5 the violenee in
West Asia, where the use of
mlatvely  less  axpensive
urmmanfved drorses pral mis-
sleroclts hoave regplaced
e o e i B depdoy i ent
of fghter aireufl wod king
mnge hombers, The writing
o) Ehie walll, iar poveer axperts
pgres, i that the doys of 1he
fomd-based, manned fihter
arcrult ane numbered,

Whide moclern fghtes -
crall are moving thom the
fifth f the sisdhy penerston,
i wil] b ever mose Bechne-
gbmlly  mdvancsd  with
recert 8 trades miede i on-
s and the entry al AL ths
gt of despniEp oo mam-
foncturing such plnt forms hns
berrerw tridy as tmnomicad

Mngar miitary e B
oy with byt aomues
affbrdoble ored effeciw aw
oyt s nlso sustainohie
Trulae. b, 18 = 0 onemiplen; aned
difficult spot, Thire tsno dengy-
g that mr poysT is an impor
e tnol forenauring nutiona
aemurity, The mquesSon, of
renir A, iz, what and of nir pose
vy — minrmed e unemanaer]
pi s e i mowht elistn
btive (Aar Freve. Ny, Armpye
i spmercyher eremmnreds
Tt il | b 1 coamiplons 5804 b
reacive i the higher defnee

manapemenl hemndy, bl
iriblibaty ahd e Ban.

THM cagmskality =4 ool
o of e cas scal imililery Uiy
ok — the akmlity to defiveer ord-
e it Jodig Faindes Wil
PR U, EnsiLE S
viillangce, botls defensive axd
lliEmsnve moimorting e Lt
el techmaloges in communk-
ki warkere snd ben g cepe-
oo mcvwangs i i ke mnilitary
st Wilistant theotres when
warmihai

The:  [mufion  mildary ks
pomg throuwgh o period of
transition  towanis  Ereaber
Jombness, while theatne oom-
mnrdle have been mooted,
There k& 0 case for the evalyv-
ing militery erchdedure to
algeetively riview mvdnicus
srviee ar domaoin-specific
tramsdomler  copatilites
oeies He trpod — and move
{owards poguiring o holiste
tiunl THM capalsdity

The specillic scenario where
ks vl eodre dilo play ks
I ek bo Clina. Eves bs
the greo<seonomic and trade
immpsion intrdaoares one
Lo of robnest biloternl inten
prtwem, there = n need for
Tnadim to pequin the desired
ilesgnen of THM copanility inn
prigTrasta munner, & that
Delhi everires the appeoqe-
ater dogres of oquipoise in
angngimg with Reqing — onl
afiwes mod e B be eithiee def-
arertsd or heliperent

Laber this moth, the tene-
mnof Chetober 20, 10653 will be
reeadled, Tt i hoped that the
right policy oues wgarding
TEM will be imternahaed by
the Tncliam security mpex
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