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PM Modi to inaugurate
Purnia airport today

Ruchir Kumar and
Aditya Nath Jha

ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATNA/PURNIA: After over a
decade of relentless campaign-
ing by Indian Air Force (IAF) vet-
erans, locals, and officials of
Bihar government, Purnia is
finally set to find a permanent
place on India's civil aviation
map. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate Purnia air-
port on Monday, developed
under the Centre's Ude Desh Ka
Aam Naagrik (UDAN) regional
connectivity scheme.

Two airlines — IndiGo and
Star Air — will begin services
from the airport, connecting
Purnia to Kolkata and Ahmeda-
bad, respectively, with 72-seater
ATR turboprop aircraft. IndiGo
will operate thrice weekly (Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday) to Kolk-
ata, while Star Air will connect
Ahmedabad on Monday, Tues-
day and Thursday.

According to Kumud Ranjan
of Mamta Travels, IndiGo's Kolk-
ata flight (6E 7924) will depart at
12.30pm and arrive in Purnia at
1.40pm, returning at 2.30pm.

Star Air's Ahmedabad service
(S5 618) will land in Purnia at
8.45am, and return at 12.15pm.
Average fares are pegged around
23,500 for Kolkata and
¥5,800-6,000 for Ahmedabad.

Purnia’s tryst with aviation
dates back to 1933, when British
Royal Air Force used the airstrip
for aerial measurement of Mt
Everest. In 1956, Balurghat Air-
ways briefly operated commer-
cial flights from a makeshift air-
strip, followed by JamAir and
Kalinga Air in the 70s. However,
inadequate infrastructure led to
repeated failures.

“The Balurghat Airways
introduced the first commercial
flight between Purnia and Cal-
cutta (now Kolkata) in 1956 from
the Purnia Hawaiadda', a kutcha
airstrip before the Chunapur IAF
station came up in 1963.. In 19786,
Jam Air operated flights
between Purnia and Kolkata.
The Maharaja of Jamnagar
funded the airline between 1976
and 1978, before the airline with-
drew its services due to financial
constraints and lack of adequate
infrastructure at the airstrip,
said Vijay Kumar Shreevastava,

a sexagenarian in Purnia, closely
associated wiLh the “Airport 4
Purnia” cam

The revival push came in
2012, when Wing Commander
Vishwajeet Kumar, then station
commander of IAF Station Pur-
nia, introduced a 10-seater Spirit
Airways service linking Purnia
to Kolkata and Patna. Though
short-lived, it ignited public
imagination.

Wing Cdr Kumar, with district
officials, prepared a detailed
socio-economic report backing
Purnia's case for a civil airport.
The proposal gained momentum
after CM Nitish Kumar raised
the issue with then Union civil
aviation minister Ajit Singh.

A major breakthrough came
in 2015, when PM Modi included
Purnia airport in his special
package for Bihar. AAI con-
ducted feasibility studies, while
the Bihar government acquired
nearly 68 acres for the project
despite delays due to litigation.
The efforts were further acceler-
ated after 2021, with support
from then Purnia MP Santosh
Kushwaha and civil aviation
minister Jyotiraditya Scindia.
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IGI Airport terminal 2
set to open in Oct-end

Mew Delhi: The upgraded
terminal 2 (T2} at 1GI Alrport is
set to become operational
from October 26. GMR
AERCHled Delhi International
Airport Led (DIALY, which
manages and operates the
Deihi airport, undertook an
upgrade of T2 to make it ready
to meet the growing passenger
traffic demand. DIAL said T2
will offer self baggage drop
facility and passenger boarding
bridges featuring autonomous
docking technology. ous susea
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Delhi airport’s upgraded T2 to reopen on Oct 26

DEEPAK PATEL
Mewe Delhi, 15 September

The Delhi airport's Terminal 2,
which was closed in April thisyear
for a comprehensive upgrade 1o
make it "future-ready” to handle
the sparing rush, will reopen on
October 26 with a host of new fea-
tures, including self-service bag-
gage drop and six passenger
boarding bridges equipped with
autonomous docking, a first
for India. The opening coincides
with the start of the aviarion
winter schedule.

About 120 daily domestic

flightsof Air India and IndiGowill
shift operationsiothe refurbished
terminal from the intervening
night of October 25-26, operator
Delhi International Airport Lid
{DIAL) said on Monday.

In aviation, the winter sched-
ule runs from the last Sunday of
October untll the last Samurday of
March, while the summer sched-
ule extends from the last Sunday
of March to the last Saturday of
October.

The terminal, built four dec-
adesagoby the Alrports Authority
of India, was closed In April afrer
Terminal 1 became fully oper-

ational. DIAL said the upgrade
work was aimed at making T2
"future-ready” to handle surging
passenger traffic.

"Terminal 2 isnot just a facility
upgrade — it's a complete reim-
agination of the passenger jour-
ney,” said Videh Kumar Jaipuriar,
CEO of DIAL. Delhi Alrport has
thres terminals.

He added thar with techno-
logies like the Self Baggage Drop
and autonomous docking aero-
bridges. “"we are empowering
travellers, optimising efficiency,
and preparing the Delhi Airport
for the future of AVistion™

Among the new features is a
self-service baggage drop, which
allows passengers to scan their
boarding pass, tag their luggage,
and place it directly on the belt —
cutting down waiting time at
check-in counters.

The airport has also intro-
duced six passenger boarding
bridges equipped with auton-
omous docking, a first for India.
According to DIAL, these will
make aircraft twrnaround faster
and safer, while also offering
wheelchair-friendly access and
improved safety measures for
staff.
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A ‘lotus’ that will carry
Mumbai to the world

Rising from reclaimed
wetlands, Navi Mumbai
airport mirrors city’s
design legacy

AJIMEYR KONALE
Musrdbal, T September

Rising from recdaimed wetlands at the edge of
India’s financial capital. a lotus of metal and
glass is taking shape — set to extend the
Mumbai Metropolitan Regions reach to
the world.

Expected to open this year, the Navi
Mumbai International Airport (NMIA) will
greet passengers under 3 petal-shaped moof
with flowing contours, echoing the design
spirit of its twin acrodrome in Mumbai.

The airport will feature a central atrium
resembling a pond where lotuses bloom,
with concourses radiating outward Like unfur-
ling petals.

Its glass facades and latticework mimic
lotus leaves. Perforated screens — colloguially
referred to as fealis — allow natural light to
drift through the terminal roof, softening its
touch as it brushes the floors below.

Atthe heart of the city todsy, the Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharsj International Airport
(CSMIA) has, forover a decade, let a thousand
white peacocks unfurl their trains for flyers
looking skyward.

The canopy of CSMIAS Terminal 2 is
indented with a decomtive pattern of open-
ings. It has been the region’s sole airport,
handling an annual footfall of 54.8 million

COURTESY. HMIA

An artist rendering shows Mavi Mumbai's new airport featuring a lotus-inspired roof and
sunlit atrium, Mending glass fagades with design elements that echo its Mumbai twin

Design flightpath
® Beijing Daxdng (China): Phoenix-inspired

flowing roof design

& Denver International (US): Roof peaks
evoke the Rocky Mountains

& Changi (Singapore}: Mature, gardens, and
greenery as central design theme

& Hamad International (Qatar): Desert
wiaves and marine shapes; water matifs
and sand dune curves

passengers in 2024,

NMIA is expected to case congestion at
CSMIA by accommodating over 20 million
passengers inits first phase.

With its inauguration, the Mumbai Metro-
politan Begion (MMER) will boast two distinct
architectural airports, both rooted in India’s
design heritage and poised tostand alomgeside

global benchmarks such as Chengi in Singa-
pore, Daxing in Beijing, and Hamad in Doha.

In Navi Mumbai, the lotus serves as the
central design  inspiration, puided by
theteam at London-based Zaha Hadid Archi-
tects (ZHA)

Between 2014 and 2019, ZHA designed
Beijing’s Daxing International Airport. The
firm's late founder, Zaha Hadid, was a Pritzker
Architecture Prize laurcate.

NMIAL is spending close to 18,000 crore
toget the airport up and nunning. The entine
project is expected to be completed in five
phases. In December 2024, avalidation land-
ing tested new flight instruments installed at
the acrodrome — part ofthe certification pro-
cess to ensure operational safety.

NMIA had conducted calibration of the
Instrument Landing System and Precision
Approach Path Indicator, subsequently drafi-
ing instrument approach procedures to pre-
pare for the validation flight.
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Navi Mumbai airportinitiates reshaping of MMR

Key features of NMIA

Blueprints for onemoreairport & two
more cities are beingdrawnup

v

MRITYHUNJAY BOSE
MUMBAL DHNS

Mumha.i is all set for a twin-airport
madel akin o Dubai’s DXB-
DWC, London’s Heathrow-Gat-
wick, and New York's JFK-Newark pairs
— and by 2032, the hustling-bustling
financial capital of India will handle the
150-160 million passengers anmually,

For years, Chhatrapati Shivap Maha-
raj Internarional Airport (CSMIA)—with
muore than 50 million passengers annual-
Iv—has connected Mumbai (o India and
thenestof the workd, even operating under
capacity constraints.

With the Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA) set to be commissioned
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi by
end September - the difference in to/fro
travel involving the sprawling city would
beseen.

The new airport will transform the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR),
which comprises the twin districts of
Mumbai City and Mumbai Suburban
and large stretches of adjoining districts
of Palghar-Thane-Hai

The NMIA will support the rapidly
growing air ravel needs of MMR and
Pune metropolitan region (PMR).

Located at Ulwe in the Raigad diserict,
the Terminal 1of Phase 1, is built to handle
20 million passengers annually, covering
bothdomestic and international services,

Thie larger masterplan envisions up o
four terminals by 2032, capable of collee-
rively handling 90 million passengers per
YEAL

Ry 20532, NMIAs 90 million capacity—
combined with CSMIA's load—will allow
Mumbai to handle 150-160 million pas-
sengers annually, on par with the global

PALGHAR, DHNS: While the second air-
port in Mumbai is set for launch, the
Centre and Maharashtra government
have already started preparations
for the third airport in the sprawling
financial capital,

The state government-rin
Maharashtra Airport Development

benchimarks set by Mew York, Dubai and
London, With limited room for expansion
aid a single runway nearing saturation,
Mumbai urgently needed n second inter-
national hub, NMIA delivers that solu-
tion,” NMLA officinls said.

The inital investment invobves around
Rs 16,000 crore,

The distance beeween the CSMIA and
INMIA iz around 40 kms, however, connec-
tivity issues are being addressed

A seamless transker model, supported
by multimodal transport—road, met-
ro, suburban rail, and water lnks—will
evenially connect NMIA and CSMIA,
ensuring that India’s busiest business
cityoperates with the same infrastructure
sophstication as premier world capitals,

The twin-airport strategy mirrors glob-
al precedents: distributing traffic between
two facilities todecongestbottlenecks, de-
risk operations and provide passengers
with greater airline and route choices.

“The kaumeh of NMIA is not just about
another runway, It represents India's most
ambitious airport project, designed to re-
solvedecades of capacity challenges while
symbolising the country’s infrastructure
ambitions. For passengers, It will deliver
faster, smarrer, and more comfortable
Journeys, For businesses, it unlocks new
corridors of connectivityand growrh. And
for Mumbai, it secures n place alongside
Dubai, London and New York as one of
the world's great twin-airport systems,”
the officials added.

The NMIA-CSMIA pairing positions
Mumbai firmlyalongside theworld's ost
sophisticated multi-airport systems. Data
shows that Dubai International {DXB)
already accommodates more than 90
million

passengers annually, with Al Makroum

Airport capacity timeline

*Phasa1&2-
Terminal 1: 20 MPPA
curmulativel

«Phase3-
Terminal 2: 30 MPPA
(50 MPRA

= Phase 4 - Terminal 3:
20 MPPA [70 MPPA

» Phase 5 - Terminal 4:

How it progressed
1987 Project 2016 Cmtﬂilwlms Nawi Mumbal In- |arge multi-role
conmived for giobal bids ternational Alrport. | tactical airlifter
expansion of dm:lwmrmal Pt Lid (NMIAL), Decernber 2024
Murmbii airport Ml Mum| anSPY. tobulldthe | gueresstul touch-
2000 Commities | 2007 Deuelupmem greenfield 2irport. | down by Indigo
{formed for the pro- | of airport swarded | Ociober 2024 Airline'sA320
jectl recommendsa | OMIAL Imaugural landing alrcraft - the first
site at Mandwa- 2018 MIALE by an indian Air by & commercial
Rewas in Raigad CIDCO estabiish Force C-295-a

International (WIC) is being scaled to
eventually exceed 120 million. London's
network of Heathrow, Gatwick, Smnsted
and Luton manages over 180 million
passengers, while New York distributes
about 130 milion across JFE, Newark and
LaGuardia.

Thee NMIA Terminal |15 built to handle
20 million passengers annually, covering
bath domestic and imternational services.

Its design, inspired by the lows, featunes
agrand roof structure, abundant natural
light and sustainable construction practic-
es. The architectural marvel i a symbol-
ic blend of cultural identity and maodern
ambition,

Inside, the terminal will offer: next-gen-
eration check-inxones, equipped with au-
rormated kiosks and biometric validation,
world-class bageage claim systems, pro-

moted as the fastest globally, expansive
waiting lovinges iand smart secunty lines
with single-lane passage and advanced
scanning.

The facilities will incorporate Aexible
sate management, automated boarding,
and seamless digital processing, making
rravel smoother even during peak fows,
Beyond terminals, NMILA will host an in-
tegrated sero city with retadl, hospitality
and logistics hubs—transforming the
alrport into & self-sustaining economic
CCOSYSIeMm.

But NMIA is more than a passenger
hub. It is being developed as a cargo
powerhouse, debuting with capacity for
H00,000 tonnes annually, with scalabilicy
for future volumes. Its role is cricical for
Mumbai's pharmaeceutical, perishable
goods, and e-commerce supply chains.

RAIGAD, DHNS: After Mumbai

came the satellite township of Navi
Mumbai - and now comes the Third
Mumbai.

The Maharashtra government
has setin motion the process to
develop Third Mumbai, alarge
mega township that would be near
to the Mumbai Trans-Harbour Link
(MRHL) and off the Navi Mumhbai
International Airport (NMIA).

Itwould also have access (o the:
Mumbai-Pune Expressway.

The Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development Authority
(MMRDA)would be the nodal
agency and the project would be
execiled by the New Town Develop-
ment Authority (NTDA).

The Third Mumbai would be
spread across 32344 sq km, which
wiould have 124 villages - BD from the
Nawi Mumbai Airport Influence No-
tified Area (NAINA), 33 from Khopta
New Town Notified Aren (KNTNA),
two from Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gional Plan (MMEPJand nine from

Regional Plan (RRP).

The Third Mumbai would bean
environment-friendly township
with features of Smart City - and it
would have residential and commer-
cial complexes with focus to boost
econonmy and job éreation.

Around NMIA, the government
is creating an EduCity project -and
iop 10 foreign university campuses
are planned within a 5 kms radius
ofthe NMIA. Letters of Intent (Lol)
had already been handed over to
five internationally-renowned for-

Ball set rolling for Third Mumbai

eignuniversities -Aberdeen Univer-
sity, University of York, University of
Western Australia, Minois Institute
of Technology and Istituto Europeo
di Design (TED).

“T hmmll'bclllc first-of-its-kind
International EduCity in the coun-
try. This project will position Navi
Mumbai and Mumbaias a global
education huband it will be one of
the biggest drivers to achieve one
trillion-economy by Maharashira
and five trillion by India
till vear 2029, CITHCO said.

Possibility of Fourth Mumbai
The possibility of a Fourth Mum-
bai is also being worked out in the
Palghar district around the twin
Greenfield port-airport project.

Wcan,.unluchnhﬁl,vaslpuu_nhnl
of Mumbai-MMR,” Maharashrra
ChiefMinister Devendra Fadmavis
said atarecent event.

“The MMR will be developed as
an internatonal level economic
development center, a Growth
Hub. International level business
centers will be established at seven
lecations, such as Bandra-Kurla
Complex, Kurla-Worli, Wadala,
Goregaon, Navi Mumbai, Kharghar,
and Virar-Boisar. The objective is
to increase the size of the economy
of MMR from the current $140
billion to 8300 billion by 2030, and
10515 trillion by 2047 " according
tothe 2025-26 Maharashira budget
presented by Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar, who is the Finance &
Planning Minister.

Foreorporate travel, NMIA, oncecom-
plete, will host India's largest general avi-
ation terminal, with approximately 75
business jet standsand a heliport for both
scheduled and unscheduled operations.

Adding to this a leel farm, advanced

Government now pushing for third airport in Mumbai Metropolitan Region

Company (MADC) has commenced a
pre-leasibility study for the develop-
ment of & Greenfield airport around
the Vadhavan area of Palghar
district.

Vadhavan (also spelled Wadhawan)
-in Palghar district - is located some
140 kms away from downtown Mum-

bai along the Maharashira-Gujarat
boundary.

The Wadhwan port - a Greenfield
all-weather port is coming up in
Vadhavan for which Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has performed the
ground-breaking ceremony last year.
The toral project cost, including the

land acquisition component is
Rs 76,220 crore.

The port will be constructed by
Vadhavan Port Project Ltd (VPPL), an
SPV formed by Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Authority (JNPA) and Maharashtra
Maritime Board (MMB), This will in-
clude developmentof core infrastruc-

ture, terminals and other commercial
infrastructure in public-private
partnerships (PPP) mode.

There would also be road connee-
tivity between the Vadhavan Port and
national highways of the Ministry
of Road Transport and Highways
and rail linkage to the existing rail

mainterance faciites, and a cutting-edee
Air Traffic Control (ATC) tower (tempo-
rary initially, with a permanent seructure
o follow within seven vears) and NMIA's
blueprint reflects efficiency, safety and
forward planning at every level.

network and the upcoming Dedicated
Rail Freight Corridor by the Ministry
of Rallways.

“An international airport in
Vadhavan along with the modern
port is going to be a game-changer for
Maharashira's economy,”
officials said.
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Fake passport holders
arrested at city airport

Megha Kuchik

MUMBEAI

The immigration authorities
at Mumbai airport detained
two foreign nationalsinsepar-
ate incidents and handed
them over to the Sahar police
on September 1L In the first
case, a Bangladeshi national,
Niranjan Nath, 67, had
obtained Indian passports
from the Kolkata Passport
Office in 2010 and 2020 by
providing false information
and using a fake name. The
investigation revealed that, on
the basis of this fake passport,
he lad travelled from
Mumbai to Muscat on May 14,
2025 and returned from
Muscat  to  Mumbai  on
September 11 2025, A case has
been registered against him

The two foreign
nationals have been
handed over to the
Sahar police

—

under Sections 14(a) and 14{b)
of the Foreigners Act, along
with a section 12 of the
Passport Act, and relevant
provisions of the BAMS Act.

In the second case, a Nepali
naticnal, Krishna Tamang, 29,
had also obtained an Indian
passport from the Kolkata
Passport Office by submitting
false information. He was
arrested on September 10
while attempting to travel
from Mumbai to Dubai. The
Sahar police said that similar
legal artion is being taken
agninst him.
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Hydroponic
ganja seized
at Chennai
Intl airport

HD Bureau
CHENNAI
—

Customs  officials  at
Chemnai  International
Airport  detained two
Indian nationals  after
UNCOVETiNg Approx-
imately 3 kg of hvdro-
ponic cannabis valued at
around %3 crore.  The
contraband was found
concealed within items
packed among clothes in
sealed food-packets du-
ring inspections of ba-
geage carried by pass-
engers arriving from
Bangkok via Sri Lanka.
The first passenger had
checked in a purple tr-
olley suitcase in Thailand,
while the second coll-
ected the suitcase at the
terminal after travelling
from Colombo. Customs
opened the suitcase and
discoverad 12 airtight
plastic packets.
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@ Hindustan Times
{ 1GI AIRPORT }

Upgraded Terminal 2

to open October 26

NEW DELHI: The upgraded Ter-
minal 2 (T2) of Delhi's Indira
Gandhi International (IGI) Air-
port will become operational
from October 26, raising the
airport’s total annual passenger
handling capacity to 100 mil-
lion, operator Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (DIAL)
announced on Monday.

Delhi airport, the country’s
busiest, has four runways -
2719, 28/10, 29R/11L and 29L/11R
-- and three passenger termi-
nals: T1, T2and T3, with a com-
bined annual capacity of 109
million. While Terminal | han-
dles 40 million passengers
annually, T2 has a capacity of 15
million.

From the intervening night
of October 25-26, about 120
daily domestic flights operated
by Air India and IndiGo will
shift operations to the

upgraded T2. The move, DIAL
said in a statement on Monday,
will help optimise airport oper-
ations and improve travel expe-
rience for passengers.

Built by the Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI) four decades
ago, T2 was closed in April this
year for an upgrade. Its reopen-
ing will also coincide with the
start of the winter flight sched-
ule.

The revamped terminal fea-
tures several passenger-
friendly additions, including a
self-baggage drop (SBD) facility
and new passenger boarding
bridges equipped with autono-
mous docking technology.

Currently, only Tl and T3 are
operational. With T2 reopen-
ing, the airport is set to distrib-
ute passenger loads more
evenly across its three termi-
nals. HTC
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& Hinhustan Time:

HC DIRECTS MCD
TO LEAVE AIRPORT
ZONE OUT OF NEW
FACILITY AMBIT

Shruti Kakkar

shinati kakkar@hingustantames om

MNEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court has directed the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) wo
cxclude airport zone from the
ambit of its proposed tender for
setting up Material Recovery
Facility (MRF) for managing dry
solid waste in Najalgarh. The
court further said that Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL) is the only authorised
body to provide all services at
the airport site, including salid
waste management.

The airport zone comprises
the Indira Gandhi International
Airport terminals, air trafic con-
trol, in-flight catering facilites,
and Aerocity.

In a verdict released on Mon-
day. a bench of justice Jvoti
Singh held that DIAL is the
“exclusive custodian” of the air-
port site— for providing both
acronautical and nor-acronauti-
cal services, [urther observing
that Aerocity forms part of
IGIA'S commercial zone and
therefore falls within DIALS jir-
isdiction for service provision.

The court delivered the ver-
dict on Thursday, while dealing
with DIALs petition to quash
MCD's November 2024 tender
where the civic body mentioned
the airport zone — including
Aerocity — in the “Proiect Area”
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What awaits passengers when revamped T2 resumes ops

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE
NEW DEL HLSEFTEMBER 15

THE UPCRADED Terminal 2 (T2)
of Delhis Indira Gandhi
Ercernational (G Airport will be
operational from October 26 co-
nciding wath the begmningof the
wanker schedule, arport operalon
Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL] announced
Monday,

The werminal, ongmally built
by the Adrports Authority of Inda
four decades agn, was shutinAprl
foracomprehensive u parade after

Terminal 1 became fully func-
onal

From the intervering night of
Oceober 25-26, around 120daily
damedic flights of Air India and
IndiCo will shift operations o T2

Accordling to DIAL ked by GMRE
AFRD, the revamped terminal has
beendesgned as a“ futine-ready”
[lity tocalpriogrowing passen-
ger volumes. The company sad
tve mew infrastructure will fons
onenhancing comenience and ef-
ficiency for travellers,

Key passenger [acilivies in-
clude a Self Baggage Drop(SHD)
system, which allows pasengers

At Dethiairport.

o independ ently check in their
luggage by scanring thedr board -
Ing pass, Bgging bags, and drop-
pingthem without sSsstance, re-

dhacing waiting times,

Another maor leature is the
installation of six new Passenger
Besard ing Briclees | PHBS fwithau-
tonomaous docking technology,
the first of its kind in India These
bridges. sourced from South
Korea are designed for quicker
and safer arcraft hardhng while
alsoaccormimod ating accesibility
reeds such as whedchair ramps.

Mindern ceilings, skylight de-
sigrs and upgraded floonng are
expected to give the terminal a
brighter and morme open atnos-
e

DAL il sgnificant mechan-

ical and dlecirical improvements
hirve also been made, including
renovaied heatng vernlhton and
ar conditioning | HVAL ) systems,
alvanced fire safety mechanisams,
anid stronger electricalinfastruc-
fure for unaiErmapted operations

*The upgraded Terminal 2 is
ol just a aality upgrade — ifsa
complete reimagination of the
pas senger journey,” said Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar, CEQ of DIAL,
“With technologies like the Sell
Bagzage Drop and autonomous
docking aerobrdges, we are
prepanng IG1 Arport for the fu-
e ofaviation,” he added
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Heavy workload at
IGI ATC behind 2023
‘near miss’: Report

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Heavy workload on air traffic controllers at the
country’s busiest airport, Delhi's IGIA, has been cited as a
contributory factor to a near miss between a departing Ethio-
plan Aldines plane and an incoming Vistara flight on Nov 10,
2023, The planes collectively had 237 people on board,

The Ethiopian Airlines Boeing 787 was taking off from
runway 20R. Around the same time, an Alrbus AJ320 of erst-
whille Vistara was foland on nearby runway 290 The Vistara
flight initiated a missed approach due to wind shear, coming
into conflict with the departing aircrafi. The ‘breach of sepa-
ration’ led to the traffic collision avoidance system on both the
planes generating a resolution advisory — tearing them apart
toavoida collision —twice.

Initsfinal report, Alreraft Accident Investigation Bureauw,
which probed this near miss, has cited “copnitive overload”
amongthecontributory factors. The “controller was required
tomanage multiple simultaneons safety-critical tasks at a ve-
ry busy alrport, resulting In cognitive overload, This impai-
red the controller’s ability toeffectively prioritise actions and
respond to critical sitnations in a timely manner”, the report
stated while listing issuing safety recommendations to Alr-
ports Authority of India, “The serious incident of airprox oc-
curred due toa loss of situational awareness of the asrodro-
me coniroller;” itadded.

Al the time of Incident, thres runways were in use: 291 and
20K for arrivals and departures, respectively and runway 27 both
for arrival and departure, Departures from runway 2598 were de-
pendent on the position of arriving aiverafl on runway 291 as
well asonde partures fromrunway 27 due toweather constraints.

The probe has found that when Vistara decided to abort
landing, the Ethiopian aircraft wasstillon a taxiway and its
take-off clearance could have been eancelled. “Had the ta-
ke-off clearance been cancelled, the incident could have be-
enavoided, " stated the report.

Subsequently when the conflict situation arose, a “panick-
ing” controller “attempted to confirm Vistara fight's altitude
instead of resolving the conflict directly with Ethiopian, which
was in contact with him. The controller instructed the Ethiopi-
ancrew tostop climbing at 2,600 feet and turn right. .. These in-
structions worsened the situation”, it added,
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40-year-old T2 set for its second innings from
Oct 206, to see 120 domestic flights every day

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The upgraded
Terminal 2 at Indira Gandhi
International Airport will be-
come operational from Oct 26
with around 120 daily domes-
tic flights by Air India and In-
diGo, Delhi International Air-
port Limited said on Monday.
Terminal 2, built by Air-
ports Authority of India 40 ye-
ars ago, was temporarily clo-
sed in April for the work. As
the resumption of operations
will coincide with the begin-
ning of the winter schedule,
DIAL, the GMR Aero-led air-
port operator, said the move
would optimise operations
and provide a better travel ex-
perience to hundreds of thou-

sands of passengerseveryday.

The upgraded terminal
will offer passenger-friendly
facilities, including the self
baggage drop facility and six
new passenger boarding
bridges. Its airside and apron
areas have also undergone
major refurbishments.

“The independent baggage
check-in facility will reduce
wait time for flyers. It will me-
an no more long queues; simp-
ly scan your boarding pass, tag
your luggage and drop your
bags in minutes,” DIAL stated.

The passenger boarding
bridges, featuring autonomous
docking technology, will allow
guicker and smarter aircraft
handling. “Procured from So-
uth Korea, these bridges have

The upgraded terminal will

offer facilities that are
passenger friendly,
including self baggage
drop facility and six new
passenger boarding
bridges, reducing wait time

been designed to enhance pas-
senger convenience, safety and
overall experience. They have
elevated ramps to assist wheel-
chair passengers and optimal-
ly adjusted cabins for seamless
boarding,” stated DIAL. The
bridges also feature side-cove-
ring cushions for improved sa-
fety and aesthetics, along with
swing doors ensuring operator

safetyanda modernandattrac-
tive design, itadded.
Complemented by mo-
dern ceilings and innovative
skylight designs, the termi-
nal promises a bright, open
and inviting atmosphere.
Passengers will also benefit
from advanced flooring solu-
tions designed for comfort
and durability,alongwithsig-
nificantly improved road
connectivity toand from T2,
DIAL CEO Videh Kumar
Jaipuriarsaid T2wasnotjusta
facilityupgrade buta complete
reimagination of the passeng-
er journey. “With innovative
technologies, we are empowe-
ring travellers, optimising effi-
clency and preparing IGI Air-
port for the future of aviation.”
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India set to begin sustainable aviation fuel production by year-end, says [CAO

m:lhit Vaid
New Dafhi

India is fast emerging as a
forerunner in sustainable
aviation fuel (SAF) with pro-
duction of the clean fuel type
expected to begin by the end
of this vear, a senior official
from UN body International
Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAQ) told businessline.

In technical parlance, SAF
refers to renewable or waste-
derived aviation fuel that ad-

heres 1o  sustainability
criteria.

KEY PLAYER

Speaking to  businessline

here, Jane Hupe, Deputy Dir-
ector, Environment Branch,
Air Transport Bureau, [CAO,
said that India is emerging as
a key player in the global
green  aviation  energy
transition.

“India is taking measures

and initiatives right now and
reacting to the green energy
transition for aviation which
is quite impressive,” she said.

“India will be producing
SAF from HEFA (hydropro-
cessed esters and fatty
acids) by the end of the year,”
Hupe said.

Accordingly, SAF produc-
tion is expected to begin by
the end of 2025 at Indian il
Corporation's (I0CL) re-
fineryin Panipat.

While India’s SAF blend-
ing mandates officially take
effect in 2027, Hupe indic-
ated that early production,
even if delayed slightly, will
accelerate confidence-build-
ing in the sector,

Hupe was in India to dis-
cuss the recently-concluded
study under the ICAD's SAF
programme with
stakeholders.

The study highlighted In-
dia's strong feedstock avail-
ghility and policy mo-

| 50

ﬁ Sustainables Aviation Foel [SAF)

TotalEnergies

GREEN FUEL. SAF prnl:luchnn is expected to begin by the end
of 2025 at Indian Oil Corporation’s refinery in Panipatssurees

mentum, positioning the
country to not only meet do-
mestic SAF demand but also
potentially become an ex-
porter in the future.

“They (feedstock) are
enough to cover the India
market and put India in a
situation that it can even ex-
port SAF in the future,” she
said.

At present, estimates pro-
ject India as having over 750
million tonnes of available

biomass and nearly 230 mil-
lion tonnes of surplus agri-
cultural residue that can be
used as feedstock.

KEY MATERIALS
The study pointed out that
sugarcane and rice straw
{commonly  known  as
parali), as the two most
promising raw materials for
SAF,

Notably, parali is a major
contributor to winter air pol-

lution in northern India due
to stubble burning.

Converting this waste into
fuel, Hupe supgested, offersa
dual bencfit of mitigating
pollution while supporting
clean energy goals.

Besides, the study our-
lined multiple technological
pathways for SAF produc-
tion in India.

The most immediate and
“low-hanging fruit", Hupe
said is the HEFA process,
which uses used cooking ol
to produce jet fuel,

“You are now already us-
ing your {cooking oil used in
frying) samosas to fly in In-
dia. This process is relatively
de-risked and ready for im-
mediate deployment,” Hupe
quipped.

In parallel, a more com-
plex yet promising method,
alcohol-to-jet (ATT), is being
explored,

On the issue of policy in-
centives, ICAQ's study re-

frained from prescribing
specific  mechanisms  but
outlined several policy tools
that the government could
adopt. These include man-
dates, Anancial incentives,

and market creation
strategics.
Hupe stressed that as with

any nascent industry, SAF
will require support o gain
momentum.

Further, she said that In-
dia already had some incent-
ives in place for farmers,
which could be adapted to
align with SAF feedstock
production,

Regarding concerns over
SAF’s cost, Hupe drew a par-
allel with the early days of
solar energy.

EXPENSIVE FUEL
Presently, SAF is nearly three
to four times as expensive as
traditional jer fuel. “With
volume comes price redue-
tion,” she said.

In addition, Hupe high-
lighted the volatility of fossil
fuel prices which could, at
times, make SAF more cost-
competitive than it may ap-
pear today.

Onthe fl‘E'qUE'Ilth' debated
question of SAF's impact on
aircraft fuel efficiency, Hupe
clarified that some SAF vari-
ants could actually deliver
equal or even better energy
content than conventional

jetfuel.
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Indian carriers spread wings in
S-E Asia to tap outbound traffic

TRAVEL BOOM. Carriers are scheduled to operate 270 flights daily (2-way) to the region in Sept, 12% more y-o-y

—
Aneesh Phadnis
armhal

Indian carriers are expand
ing networks in South-Eost

Asia to grab a lerger share of

outbound  travellers  and
transit traffic,

IndiGo is planning fights
o Bali from Mumbai and
Drelhi, adding to its existing
service  from  Bengmlur
Flights from Mumbai will be
operated with a technical
halr in Chennad, The akrline
has sought regulatory ap-
provals and slots for the ad-
ditbonal flights, it islearnt.

Vistara was the first In-
dian carrier to start flights to
Bali from Delhi in December
2023, and the route has been
taken over by Air India post
TR,

The introduction of direct
Aights has contributed to
tourier footfalls, with India
ranking among the top three
source markets for Bali.

Online travel portal Yt
ra.omm has seen a 30-35 per
cent increase In enquiries for

travel to Scuth East Asin
compared tolpst summer.
“Destinations  such  as
Thailand, Vietnam and In-
donesin (Bali) are seeing sig
nificant interest supported
by improved airline con-
nectivity. While demand has
spiked, airfares have re-
mained relatively stable in-
fluenced by capacity, fuel
prices  and competition,”™
said Bharatt Malik, Senior
Vice-President (flights and
hotels business), Yatra, com.
*Forward is-c’b-cﬂﬂmgx (71]
Phuket have been extremely
encouraging, reflecting both
a strong appetite for Thatl-
and and growing preference
for Akasi Air's seamless and
relinble travel ﬂ'J;pq'ri:-nL‘n'l"
said the airline’s Chicf Com-
mercial Officer Praveen Iyer,
Akasa  Air's fights 1o
Phuket will start on Seprem-
ber 20 from Mumbai, fol-
lowed by Bengalwruon Octo
ber 1. The airline is also
evaluating other destina-
tions in South East Asta, such
as Vietnam,
Alr India will be introdu-

TRENDING LOCALES. Destinations such as Thailand, Vietnam
and indonesia (Ball) are seeing signifcant interest, supported by
improreed airline ;nnnr'n.-r'ruit:;

cing & service between Delhi
and Manila next month. This
flight will offer non-stop
connectivity to the Philip
pines and provide one-stop
travel options for European
P NZETE,

WIDE CHOICE

Data from sviation analviics
firm Cirium show carriers
are scheduled to operate 270
flights  dally  {rwo-way)
between India and South
East Asla In  September,

which is 12 per cent higher
than last year. IndiGo, Thai
Lion Air and Vietnam Air-
lines have seen the highesy
capacity addition among all
the airlinés during this
period, However, it's not just
point-to-point traffic thar is
driving up compectivity.

THANSIT TRAFFIC

Earlier this month, Delhi air-
port sabd it has registered o
5} per cent increase in in-
termational connecting

traffic between Thailand and
Central Asia

IndiGo lunched Aights
trom Delhi to Almaty, Baku,
Thalisi and Tashken in 2023,
contributing to this growth.
Mumbai, Bengnluru and Hy-
derabad airports are also
gaining teansit traffic as In-
diGo develops its network.

Inditio's Fakarta-Mumbsai
flight soes a ot of passengers
travelling onward to feddah.
Hyderabad is also secing pas-
senger flows from Dhaka and
Thailand o West A=zia,

Aknsa Air, too, is tapping
the opportunity to camry
more  intermational  pravel-
lers. “We are attracting con-
necting passengers on oar
internathonal routes and see
strong potential in hujl.dinﬁ
this further. Mumbai an
Bengalure, with their peo-
graphic advantage and grow-
ing global connectivity,
provide us with a strategic
platform to develop seam-
less transfer options, partic-
wlarly  for traffic  flows
berween Gulf and South-
East Asia," Iyer said.
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IndiGo to start six weekly direct flights to Athens from Jan

o—
Our Bareau
ey Dalh

Airtine major IndiGo intends
to aperate Mights to Athens
from India in Jamuary 2026,
subject to repulatory ap-
proval. Besides, the new
Bight service will make
Athens the inaugural destin-
atios to be served by the ak-
line's Alrbus AIZ1XLR air-
craft,

Accordingly, IndiGo is all
set to bring India's first
AZ2Z1IXLE by the end of 2025
and begin six weekly direct
fights to Athens by early
January 2026,

As per the
airline, the new
service will make
IndiGio the only
Inddian carrier
to offer direct
flights between
India and Greece
brsiressine was the first to
report exrdier this vear that
IndiGGo is expected to receive
its first A321XLR by the end
of 2025, The AIZIXLE is a
nexi-generation NArTowW-
boddy aircraft designed for
longer ranges.

As per the airline, the new
flight service will make In-
diGeo the only Indian carrier
to  offer direct Aights
between India and Greece,
D rl.'teip[ ||f:ppl'|!|pri.'|l:£' ap-
provals, Inditeo said it in-
tends to connect Athens to
barh Delhi and Mumbal, with
operations of three frequen-
cies perweek on both routes.

These fights 1o Athens,
the airline said, will also offer
convenlent access o the
cxotic Greek islands, includ-
ing Santoring, Mykonos and
Crete, besides other reghonal
European cities.

Further, the new connes
tion 18 expected to be an ena-

bler of growing leisure travel
as well as MICE (meetings,
Incentives, conferences and
exhibitions} and wedding
tourism between the two
COLTATEeR.

STRATEGIC STEF

“Thiz new sdalion cormdor
is o strategic step in IndiGo's
international expansion and
aligns perfectly with India's
growing economy and tour-
lsm indusrry. Wich flight
schedules ensuring conveni-
ence for travellers, we are
confident thar this route will
further encourage demand
for business amd leisure
travel alitke,” sald IndiGo

Chief Executive Picter El-
bers. *With this, we also look
10 COnRBECT 10 more J‘n!liﬂ[ﬂ m
Greece, Etl'cl'l.E:thljl.'l.g the
connectivity  between  the
Wi counEHes”

In addition to Greece, the
AZ21XLR will aliow IndiGo
| (k] l.'tpill'ld |:|£|.:i:-|,'r Al
Europe while maintaining
the cost-cfficiency of @
single-aisle fleer, The alrceraft
s & range of up to 8,700 km;
consequently, the XLR opens
access to destinations previ-
ously bevond the reach of
narrow-body operations, en-
abling non-stop fights from
India to southern Europe
with greazer efficiency,
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LUCKMNOW

IndiGo plane
develops snag
A Delhi-bound IndiGo
flight carrying over 150
passengers, including
Samajwadi Party leader
Dimple Yadav, aborted its
take-off at Lucknow air-
port an Saturday, The pilot
noticed a technical issue
with the aircraft while on
the runway, causing the
flight to return to the gate.
All passengers were safely
deboarded.
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Bird strike
forces Air
India flight to
return

HD Bureau

KOCHI

An Air India aircraft bound
for Abu Dhabi was forced to
circle and return to Kannur
International Airport after
a bird strike compromised
operations during take-off.

The flight, which lifted off

at about 8.30 am, held in the
air for roughly 45 minutes
while burning off fuel be-
fore landing without inc-
ident.
There were approximately
180 people on board. Off-
icials report that inspe-
ctions revealed no damage
tothe aircraft,

The incident took place as
the aircraft departed from
Kannur.

After take-off, a bird co-
llided with the plane, pr-
ompting the pilots to hold
in a loop while reducing
fuel weight to meet the sa-
fety criteria for landing.
Passengers remained calm,
airline sources say, and all
safety protocols were ob-
served.
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IndiGo to operate
direct flights to
Athens from
January 2026

M D i IneiGo plans tolauinch
direct flights to Athens in Greece
i fanuary and will be wang it i
Airbus AI2 TR arcraft forthese
Mights, the camrier announced
Manday. IndiGo expects to take
delivery of its firs AZZ1XLE—the
eitra-long-range variant of the
Adrbus's popular narrowe- body jet
A321—by theend of the yeac. aler
which it plans to o perate thrice-
weekly  Delhi-Athens  and
Mumbai-Athens se vices from
earty January, Green that the ar
lEne i vsing damgs-leased wide-
body aircralt to operate fights m
other points in Europe, Atherns s
satediobethelirst European des-
tinanan that IndiGo will fhy tous-
g IS own arcraf
“The arline is all set 1o bring
hone India's first A321XLE by
the end of 2025 and begin six
weekly direct Mights m Athens by
early January 2026, subject o
regubatory approval This mike-
srone will make indeCo the only
Indian carrier to offer direct
Mights between India and
Creece,” IndiCo said, ENS
FULL REPORTON
wiwL indianexpress.com
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SpiceJet delaying salary payments to
sizable number of employees: Source

MUMBAI: Budget carrier
Spicefet has been delaying sal-
ary payments toa sizable num-
ber of its employees for the
past few months, according to
a source.

Spice]et employees drawing
a salary of up to Rs 55,000 per
maonth have received payment
for August, while the rest of the
staff has not been paid yet.

“Spicelet has once again
started delaying salary pay-
ments to its staff. While employ-
ees drawing up to Rs 55,000 per
maonth are getting payments on
time, the rest of the staff, mostly
Assistant Managers and above
level, are getting payments with
adelay of 10-15 days," the source
said. Spicefet did not respond to
a query sent on this issue.

The Guru -based Spice-
Jet had a total of 6,484 employ-
ees, including 4,894 permanent
ones, accurging to its annual

report for FY25,

During 2024-25, Spice-
Jet pmvid%.'d an interest-free
advance to Ajay Singh, who
is the Chairman and MD, an
amount of Rs 32 crore for a five-
year period in accordance with
the Nomination and Remuner-
ation Committee and board-
approved policy of the company,
as per the annual report.

“The company has adjusted
the advance from the salary of
subsequent months (April and
May 2025), as per the compa-
ny'’s policy:

Further, this advance is not

prejudicial to the interest of the
company, the report said.

The airline reported a net
loss of Rs 238-crore in the June
quarter this year. Spicefet had 18
aircraft in operations, as on Sep-
tember 13, out of the total fleet
of 53 planes, as per fleet track-
ing website Planespotter.com,

This is despite the fact that
in the last one year the carrier
has announced its plans thrice
to expand its fleet, each time by
at least 10 planes,

At the end of July last year,
SpiceJet had 18 operational air-
craft and 38 on ground of the
total 56 planes in the fleet.

Last year in September, at
the time of raising Rs 3,000
crore via QIP, the airline had
said “the newly raised capital
will be used to operationalise
grounded aircraft, acquire new
planes, invest in technology, and
expand into new markets” Pl
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Al agrees to fatigue norms, pilot body concerned

SLALITHA a0 e Delbd

WITH the IMGCA'S deadline for
airlinesand other stake holders
o respond to its advisory on
the Fatigue Risk Managemeni
System ( FRMS) for pilots end-
ing on Monday, Alr India has
devided o adopt the new sys-
tem. Aleading pilotassociation
stated that the system in its
present format presented sig-
nificant concerns

The FRMS puts the onus on
fhe airline o ensure rohust
flight reporting mechanisms
and malntaln schedules that
provide sdequate opporiunitles
for rest and sleep for the cockpit
arew. It stresses that no punitive
aetion he taken against pilois
who report fatigne and are -
fble to perform thelr duties

Alr Imdl ia sources told THNIE
that they have decided to com-
ply with the norms proposed by
the aviation regulator

Captain Anil Ran, General
Secretary of The Alrline Pllots
Association of India (ALPA)
stated that ALPA supported o
selentifically based manoge-
ment system. “However, with-
out independent oversight amd
strict saleguards. FRMS risks
becoming atool foroperators to
extend duty periods at the ex-
pense of safety”

‘Rizk of misuse outweighs immediate benefits®

“While the positive elements are acknowledged, the risks of misuse,
regulatory overlap, operator manipulation, lack of independent pilot
oversght. and unresalved safety lessons from reoent accidents
outweigh the immediate benefits,” Captain R ac added.

Rao also called for holding
back the implementation until
the aecident repart of ALTTL in-
volved in the Ahmedabad
crash was finalised, The rele-
vant safety recommendations
on fatigue made in the report
nesd fo be incorporated in this,
he said.

“ D plhte the non: pundt v in-
tent, past Instances reveal pu-
nitive action against pilots re-
porting fatigue, Including
termination of emplovment._In
at least one case, when a pilot
appealed, DGCA did not recog
nise [atigue - undermining
trust in both operators and reg-
ulators,” he odded.

FRMS 15 a well-intentioned
step towards aligning India
with global fatigue manage-
ment proactices, but s current
form presents significant con-
cerns, he added, “While the
positive elements - sclentilic
foumidat ion , Internat ional Civil
Aviation Organisation align-
ment, structured oversight . and
emphasis on non-punitive cal-
ture - are acknow ledged, the
rlsks of misuse, regulatory
overlap, operator manipula-
tion, lack ol independent pilot
oversight, and unresolved sofe-
ty lessons from recent accei-
dents outweigh the immed iate
benefits, ™ Captoin Rao added.

ED grills ex-MP
of TMC in illegal
hetting scam

MUKESH RANJAN i herw Dot

THE Enforeement Directorate
(EDjon Momday recorded state
menits of former TMC Lok Sab-
ha member and Bengall film
actress Mimi Chakraborty un-
ier provisions of the Preven:
thon of Money laundering Act
(PMLA) in connection with its
probe into an “illegal™ betting
app named 1xBet

Offieials in the agency said
the actress appeared before the
ED investl gators in response to
a summons served to her in
connectlon with the alleged on-
line betting app scim case.

Chakraborty wasquestioned
for over four hours over finan-
clal transactions and endorse
ments related to the alleged bed-
ting appscam case the agency’s
headguarters, officials said.

On Sunday, the ED had issued
summeons o actresses Urvashi
Rautedn and Chakraborty. While
Chakraborty appeared today,
Rautela was asked o depose
on Toesday
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IndiGo to launch
India’s 1st Airbus
A321XLR in 2026

ENS ECONOMIC BURE AL 1 Mew Dl b

INDIGD on Monday annodnced
Athens as the Inaugural dest§
nation to be served by its first
Alrbus ASRNXLE airerall. The
Aldine is all set to bring bome
India's first AL21XLE by the
ered of 2025 and begin six week
Iy direct fights to Athens by
early Januwary 2026, subject to
regulatory approval

This will also make IndiGo
the only Indian carrier to offer
direct fights betwesn India and
Greeoe, On recelpt of the ap
propriate approvals, IndiGo In-
tends to connect Athens to both
Dwelhi amd Mumbal, with opera
tions of three frequencies per
week on both rowtes. Fieter El-
bers, Chief Executive Officer;
IndiGa, said that the new avia-
tion corridor is a strategic step
In IndiGo’s Inbernational ex-
pangion and aligns perfectly
with India's growing economy
and tourism industry
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SpiceJet takes
lease route to
double fleet
this winter

@imesofindia.com

New Delhi: Corrently fiving 2
aircraft. Spicedet is taking the
damp lease route - hiring pla
nes ‘with crew — to mmp up
operations. It will damp lease
two widebody Alrbus AZdDs
and at least 18 norow body pla-
nes. 11 alao hopes (o angroand
1) planes by next April

The low-cist carrier — eur-
pently Indii's fouirth largisst by
domestic market shareafter In-
kG, Adr Indla Groupand Aka
s —aimstofly out of thefinen-
cial turbulence, The Al0s will
begin fiying on Bangkok moute
and then the airline plans tofiy
therm o Ewrope

Agreements have
been finalised for 18
aircraft, which will
stay with us through
the peak winter
season into early
summer 2026, says
Spicelet official

Spicedet chief business of
ficer Debojo Maharshi said,
W will more thitn double our
current operstional fleet of 2
nivcraft by mid-Nov 2025 and
our daily flights will also more
than douhle from current 12510
275300, Wi have already finali-
sl damp lease agreements for
LB adreridl, which will star jol
ning from Oxt and stay with us
through the peak winter sea
son intoearty swmmer 2086,

“In addition, we are indue
thing two wide-body A340s on
lomg-term damp lease, initially
to be deploved on the Bangkok
sector, while actively evalua-
Ihinz |[|l|cr||:|r|l|.'|l.l'||:il SETVICES
to select European desting-
thons. Discussions are also un-
derway for ancther three nar
ronw-hody aireraft on damp lea-
s, laking planned adidi
i atreraft in total,”
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IndiGo flight aborts
take-off just in time
after technical ghtch

Arvind.Chauhan
@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: A Delhi-bound Tndi-
Go flight (6E 2111) was forced to
abort take-off just two seconds
after beginning its run at the
Lucknow airport on Saturday
morning, following a major
technical issue detected by the
pilots,

The aircraft, carrying 171
passengers and six crew mem-
bers, was scheduled to depart at
1L.10am.

A passenger onboard, Amit
Singh from Jhansi, shared his
experience on X, “6EZ111 take-
off aborted at the runway with-
in two seconds. Again stating
technical 1ssues. Flying in India
is getting concerning day by
day Pathetic Indigo.”

Amiteouldn’t bereached for
more details at the time of re-
porting.

Another passenger, Aditya
Kapoor from Lucknow; told TOIL
that he heard a loud explosion.
“The pilots immediately ap-
plied brakes, and evervone on-
board felt the sudden jolt. The
aircraft was then moved back to
the bay,” he said.

A photo from inside the IndiGo
aircraft after it taxied safely

Kapoor initially suspected a
tyre burst but found no visible
damage. A ground crew mem-
ber later informed him that the
issue was related tothe engine.

“T'm thankful to the IndiGo
pilots for making the right deci-
sion. Had they continued, it
could have been a repeat of the
All71 crash in Ahmedabad,” he
said.

Anofficial familiar with the
incident said, “Tt appears the
aircraft's engine developed a
significant fault. The pilots
made the prudent decision to
abandon the takeoft”

Later; the airline arranged
another aireraft for the passen-
gers, which took off firom Luck-
now at 1.28pm and landed safely
in Delhiat 212pm.
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