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Art gallery honouring unsung heroes opens at airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Anart gallery ded-
icated to Indias unsung heroes
was inaugurated on Wednesday
at Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International (NSCBI) Airport,
Kolkata, as part of the ongoing
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav and
Har Ghar Tiranga' celebrations.

The gallery was inangurated
by airport director PR Beuria
in the presence of senior Air-
ports Authority of India (AAT)
officials, representatives from
the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF), Customs, Immi-
gration, Airlines, Kalyanmayee
— AAT Women Welfare Asso-
ciation and passengers. An
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issued statement read that the
exhibition pays artistic tribute
to freedom fighters, reform-
ers and visionaries whose con-
tributions to the nation have
often remained unrecognised
in mainstream history. Fea-
turing paintings, sketches and
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written narratives, the gal-
lery tells the stories of individ-
uals who played key roles in
India’s struggle for Indepen-
dence and its nation-building
journey. Speaking at the inau-
guration, Beuria described the
gallery as a “humble tribute” to

‘We hope that
every traveller who
passes through this
space will pause

to reflect on their
legacy and draw
inspiration’

those whose sacrifices shaped
the country’s path to freedom.
“We hope that every traveller
who passes through this space
will pause to reflect on their leg-
acy and draw inspiration from
their courage,” he said.

The initiative seeks to raise

AWAreness among passengers
about the lesser-known figures
of India’s freedom movement
and their enduring impact.

By situating the gallery
within the airport, organis-
ers aim to integrate art, her-
itage, and travel, turning the
transit hub into a space for cul-
tural engagement and learning.
According to AAI the project
reflects its commitment to pre-
serving and promoting Indias
historical legacy while enrich-
ing the travel experience for
millions of passengers passing
through NSCBI Airport each
year. Meanwhile, a news pas-
senger Wi-Fi facility was also
inaugurated at the airport.
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GMR Airports
to develop
cargo city at
Delhi airport
GMR Airports Ltd will be
developing a cargo city
spread over 505 acres of
land at the Delhi airport.
The Indira Gandhi
International Airport (1GIA)
in the national capital is
the country's largest air-
port and is operated by the
Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL), which is a sub-
sidiary of GMR Airparts.
According to a regulatory
filing, the cargo city pro-
jectinvolves developing
state-of-the-art cargo and
logistics facilities over a
total of 50.5 acres land
within the IG1A, which
includes a 10-acre optional
land parcel that may be
taken up in the future.
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‘Major blow’: Hasimara Civilian Airport
plan stalls after airline pulls out

OUR CORRESPONDENT

ALTPURDUAR: Hopes for
civilian air connectivity from
Hasimara Air Force Station in
Alipurduar suffered a major
blow after the airline awarded
the route shut down opera-
tions. Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Muralidhar Mohol
confirmed the project’s can-
cellation during the Question
Hour in the Rajya Sabha.

On August 4, Trinamool
Congress (TMC) Rajya Sabha
MP Prakash Chik Baraik had
questioned the Union Civil
Aviation minister whether the
Centre had any plans to launch

civilian air services north of
Hasimara Air Force Station,
and if so, when the public could
expect the facility to be opera-
tional. Responding to the query,
minister Mohol said: “Hasi-
mara Airport, owned by the
Indian Air Force, was identified
under the RCS-UDAN regional
connectivity scheme. Under
UDAN 4.1, the Hasimara-Kol-
kata route was awarded to Tru-
jet using ATR-72 aireraft, but
the airline later ceased oper-
ations. For developing a civil
enclave at Hasimara, 38 acres
of land has been requested
from the Bengal government.
As per the scheme, providing

encumbrance-free land is the
state government’s responsibil-
ity. Timelines depend on land
acquisition, clearances and
removal of obstacles.”
However, MP Baraik coun-
tered the claim, asserting that
the Bengal government had
already fulfilled its commit-
ment. “Before the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee announced
in Hasimara that the state
would provide the required
land. The 38 acres have already
been handed over. Yet there is
no progress—this is another
example of how North Ben-
gal is being deprived by the

Centre,” he said. Alipurduar
BJP MP Manoj Tigga oftered
a sharply different account,
alleging that the state had only
issued a No Objection Certifi-
cate, not formally transferred
the land. “"An NOC is not the
same as handing over land. The
Centre is ready to build the air-
port; work will start once the
state completes the transfer,”
Tigga maintained.

Caught between political
crossfire, Alipurduar residents
remain in doubt. Many have
urged all elected representa-
tives—across party lines—to
jointly push for the long-prom-
ised air connectivity.
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Fast-track immigration
kiosk set up at airport

KOCHI: A dedicated fast-track
immigration kiosk was launched
at Kochi airport on Friday for
international travellers by the
Bureau of Immigration and the
Cochin International Airport Ltd
(CIAL) for assisting passengers
for enrolment. International
passengers can complete
immigration procedures in just 20
seconds through the smart gates.
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GMR AIRPORTS TO DEVELOP
CARGO CITY AT DELHI AIRPORT

GMR Airports Ltd will be developing a cargo city spread
over 50.5 acres of land at the Delhi airport. The Indira
Gandhi International Airport (IGIA) in the national capital
is the country's largest airport and is operated by the
Delhi International Airport Ltd (DIAL), which is a subsidiary
of GMR Airports. According to a regulatory filing, the
cargo city project involves developing state-of-the-art
cargo and logistics facilities over a total of 50.5 acres land
within the IGIA, which includes a 10-acre optional land
parcel that may be taken up in the future. GMR Airports
has "emerged as the selected bidder to finance, design,
develop, construct, operate, manage and maintain the
cargo city at the Indira Gandhi International Airport, New
Delhi (project) for an initial period of up to year 2036,
which may further be extended by 30 additional years,”
the filing made on Wednesday said. In this regard, GMR
Airports has received a Letter of Intent to Award (LOIA) the
project from DIAL "The project is based on the revenue
share payment model to DIAL which would be ascertained
based on the revenue from cargo city business on year on
year basis with a minimum monthly.
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TRICOLOUR PRIDE AT CITY AIRPORT

Uma Kadam
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Air India Express to commence
Boeing 737-8 retrofit by year-end

FACELIFT ON THE CARDS. Move will enable the airline to offer quicker services and a unified product

-
Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

Tata Group-promoted Air
India Express will com-
mence a major cabin retrofit
programme by the end of the
year, industry sources told
businessline. The programme
is aimed at standardising air-
craft seating across its Boe-
ing 737-8 fleet.

The initiative, sources
said, will lead to all aircraft
being fitted with a single type
of economy class seat. The
move will “improve opera-
tional efficiency, reduce
costs and minimise delays”.

According to sources, the
airline operates over 40 air-
craft with varying configura-
tions of business class seats.

This mismatch in seating,
sources said, complicates the
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GLOBAL NETWORK. Air India Express operates over 500 daily
flights, connecting 41 domestic and 17 international airports

airline’s quick turnaround
business model. These air-
craft were remarketed to Air
India Express. They were ini-
tially built for other airlines,
including Chinese carriers,
but were not delivered for
Various reasons.

Air India Express acquired

these  aircraft, thereby
strengthening its position as
a significant player in the
market. At present, Air India
Express operates over 500
daily flights, connecting 41
domestic and 17 interna-
tional airports. The airline
has a fleet of 116 aircraft,

comprising 76 Boeing 737s
and 40 Airbus A320s,

“This creates a problem
for the quick turnaround
business model,” said a
source familiar with the mat-
ter.

“Once all the aircraft are
refitted with one kind of eco-
nomy class seats, the airline
will be able to offer quicker
services and a unified
product.” The move is expec-
ted to enhance scheduling
flexibility, which will enable
the airline to deploy aircraft
more efficiently across its
network.

CREW OPERATIONS

Sources said that apart from
improving service consist-
ency, the standardised layout
will also streamline crew op-
erations and simplify main-
tenance procedures. Besides,

the move will reduce spare
parts inventory
requirements.

Furthermore, sources said
that adopting a uniform
cabin layout is a proven
strategy for low-cost carri-
ers, as it supports faster
turnaround times, maxim-
ising aircraft utilisation and
revenue.

Additionally, operational
simplicity also translates
into lower training costs for
cabin and ground staff. Non-
etheless, the retrofit will re-
quire significant investment
and careful execution to en-
sure minimal disruption to
the carrier’s operations dur-
ing the transition.

However, an airline exec-
utive, speaking on condition
of anonymity, cited that ret-
rofit benefits will outweigh
the short-term challenges.
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Drones registered on false
grounds under DGCA lens

bl.impact

—
Rohit Vaid
Dalip Singh
Hew Delhi

In a move aimed at tighten-
ing compliance, the avi-
ation safety regulator has
decided to scrutinise drone
permits that were issued on
the wrong pretext.

The action follows busi-
nessline’s July 29 story,
which cited sources stating
that the Directorate-Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has  registered
more than 8,700 Chinese
drones to date despite a ban
on their imports since
2021,

SERIOUS BREACH
According to the DGCA no-
tice, the latest findings
point to a serious regulat-
ory breach, making the re-
gistrations liable for sus-
pension or cancellation.
The regulator warned that
operating any drone with a
suspended or cancelled re-
gistration is prohibited and
can attract penal action.
The DGCA provided af-
fected owners a month
from August 12 to submit a
written explanation, sup-
ported by documents such
as invoices, DGFT permis-
sions and drone photo-

The findings point to serious
regulatory breaches, making
the registrations liable for
suspension or cancellation

graphs, to justify their
registration.

The DGCA emphasised
that the exerciseisin thein-
terest of national security,
public safety and the integ-
rity of civil aviation
regulation.

Many of these drones
carry DGCA-issued Unique
Identification  Numbers
(UINs) without undergo-
ing the mandatory type cer-
tification process, raising
security and compliance
COLCEITIS.

Accordingly, the DGCA
has warned that such regis-
trations may be cancelled if
found to be based on false
declarations.

FRALUD UINs

The DGCA notice said that
it had detected instances of
entities having misused
self-generation of UINs on
its Digital Sky and e-GCA

platforms to register illeg-
ally imported drones.

Some applicants wrongly
categorised their drones
under the ‘Model RPAS’
sub-category, which is re-
served for educational, re-
search, testing or recre-

ational purposes.

NO IMPORT NOD

The DGCA said several
drones were manufactured
overseas and brought into
India without mandatory
import authorisation from
the Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT).

In a 2022 notification,
the DGFT prohibited im-
port of such drones, except
for research and develop-
ment, defence and security
pl.ll"pﬂ!il'_‘ﬁ,

Speaking to businessline,
Smit Shah, President,
Drone Federation India,
said cancelling the UINs of
illegally imported drones is
a much-needed step to en-
force the law and protect
India’s security, innovation
and manufacturing
l.'CI’J!'ﬂ'\'StL'I'EI..

“We welcome this action
by the DGCA, which sends
a clear message that viola-
tions of the import ban or
illegal registration will not
be tolerated, and that com-
pliance with regulations is
non-negotiable for the
safety and sovercignty of
our skies,” he said.
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MPL model for pilots will lead to collapse of
existing training system, say flying schools

AIR POCKETS. ‘Replacing actual flying lessons with simulator-based training is dangerous and expensive’

|
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Implementation of the multi
crew pilot licence (MPL)
model will lead to the col-
lapse of existing pilot train-
ing system in India, said fly-
ing training schools in a
representation to the Civil
Aviation Ministry.

Aspiring pilots need to fly
a minimum of 200 hours,
pass written examinations
and clear medical tests to ob-
tain a commercial pilots Li-
cence (CPL). Now, the Dir-
ectorate General of Civil
Aviation has set up a com-
mittee to develop a policy
framework for MPL, an air-
line-led programme, which
emphasises on simulator-
based training for budding
pilots.

CPL TRAINING
MPL will serve as an altern-
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NOT IDEAL. In India, there aren’t enough simulators, and this
means aspiring pilots will have to go overseas for training

ative to the existing CPL-
based training, but its
planned introduction has
left flying schools and a sec-
tion of pilots worried.
“Based on the govern-
ment's emphasis on pilot
training, Airport Authority
of India and almost every
State government, including

those in the WNorth-East,
have started creating infra-
structure for flight training
organisation (FTOs) to train
pilots. If MPL were to be in-
troduced in an environment
where two airlines effect-
ively hold a duopoly, it is
bound to render all present
pilot training infrastructure

of India useless,” said the As-
sociation of Flight Training
Organisations (AFTO) in a
letter to the Civil Aviation
Ministry.

There are around 38 flying
training schools in the coun-
try, with a combined fieet of
around 250 planes.

“Replacing  actual flying
lessons with  simulator-
based training at ab initio
level is both dangerous and
expensive. Further, the MPL
model ties a pilot to a partic-
ular aireraft type and airline,
giving little career fexibil-
ity,” said Hemanth DP, CEO
of Asia Pacific Flight Train-
ing Academy.

“In India, there aren’t
enough simulators, and this
means aspiring pilots would
need to go overseas for simu-
lator training. To impart
MPL-based training, FTOs
in India will have to acquire
fixed training devices and
full flight simulators. Whilea

fixed training device that has
limited features  costs
around %25 crore, a full flight
simulator is priced between
T80 crore and ¥100 crore.
FTOs would have to recover
these costs, thus making pi-
lot training in India more ex-
pensive,” he added.

RISKS IN STORE
AFTO also flagged risks to
aviation safety and the gov-
emment’s ‘Make in India’
initiative. In March, the Aero
Club of India signed an MoU
with Sakthi Aircraft Industry
Private Ltd to manufacture
200 Diamond DA4ONG
trainer aircraft in India,
AFTO said flying schools
had already placed orders
with the Indian manufac-
turer for the aircraft, and
others are exploring this in-
digenous aircraft because of
the ease of operation it will
offer by training a pool of pi-
lots and aircraft engineers.
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Al Crash: US Lawyer Seeks
Data, Plans to Sue Boeing

tuated, blaming human error or
DPBhattacharya the pilots, using a very small piece
of information out of context, but
Ahmedabad: Mike Andrews, we need the entire information,”
principal attorney of US law firm hetold ET on the last day of hisIn-
Beasley Allen that re- diavisiton Wednesday.
presents several victims Andrews - who is re-
of the June Air India presenting the families
plane crash, is seeking of more than 80 victims
details of data contai- of the June crash that
ned in the flight data re- claimed 260 lives - said
corder (FDR) of the ill- thefamiliesarelooking
fated Boeing 787-8 Dre- for answers and are as-
amliner: e e king some hard ques-
If the FDR and cockpit tions. “We are placing
voice recorder (CVR) de- JUSTICE SOUGHT formal requests with
tails indicate technicalreasonsbe- the Air India and AAIB (Aircraft
hind the crash, Andrews said he Accident Investigation Bureau,
would approach US courtsagainst India) to release the details of the
Boeing for product liability FDR, which will reveal agreat deal
“A one-sided story isbeing perpe- abouttheaccident,” he said.
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Flight fares to intra-state destinations
skyrocket 4x ahead of three-day weekend

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The three-day we-
ekend, comprising the Inde-
pendence Day and Krishna
Jayanthi holidays, led to a
surge in flight fares to intra-
state destinations such as
Madurai, Tuticorin, and Co-
imbatore. Airlines nearly
quadrupled the fares under
dynamic pricing due to in-
creased demand for tickets
on Fridaw

The flight journey to Ma-
durai on Friday cost around

715,000 as against the regu-
lar fare of ¥4,000. Travel to
Trichy, which usually costs
between 2,000 and %3,000,
spared to 8,000. Tickets to
Coimbatore were jacked up

HOLIDAY RUSH

to T14,000 from 4,000
Flights to Tuticorin saw the
sharpest spike, with tickets
costing up to ¥21,000.

V Gugan, a private firm
emplovee from Tuticorin,
said that there were fewer

special trains announced to
southern destinations for
the three-dayv weekend, and
the tickets were fully booked
innotime.

“Flight was the last op-
tion, but I didn't expect the
prices would be so high,"” sa-
id Gugan, who decided to
skip the weekend travel. C
Mohan, a retired official of
Air India, said that the mini-
stry of civil aviation should
cap dynamic pricing as airli-
nes exploit the pricing poli-
cy to squeeze money from
passengers.
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[-Day weekend flight fares to
Goa touch 323k, Kochi 325k

Times News Network

Mumbai: The mid-Aug holi-
days for Independence Day,
Janmashtami and Parsi New
Year have beenspiking thede-
mand for air travel for quite
some yearsnow, and the trend
has stayed strong this time
too. With Aug 15 falling on a
Friday, the extended weekend
holidayers seem to have boo-
ked their short trips as airfa-
res to leisure and religious
destinations have peaked for
the coming weekend.

The most noticeable chan-
ge s on the Mumbai-Goa rou-
te, Airfares on the most popu-
larnon-metrodestination out
of Mumbai had cooled in the
recent past with two airports
in Goa offering travel op-
tions. But this vear, if you
want to fly out on Friday mor-
ning or noon to Goa and re-
turn by a noon or evening
flight, you will have to shell
out Rs 23,000, The cheapest fa-
reon theroute is Rs15,000, but
that would give you red-eve
flights that depart orland aro-
und midnight. Last year, the
cheapest 24-hour advance
purchase fare to travel from
Mumbai to Goa started at Rs
15,000, for convenient ti-
mings.

In 2024, Auglsfellona Th-
ursday, but with Rakshaband-
an falling on Aug 19, in 2024,
the mid-Aug long weekend
stretched tofive days. This ve-
ar, the Aug 15 long weekend is
only 3 days long. Leisure tra-
vel and religious tourism ha-
ve peaked with fares to Kochi,
Gava, Avodhya, Agra up. For
instance, while the Mumbai-

'‘DEMAND STARTS 2 DAYS EARLIER’

l Cheapest available 24-hour advance
purchase fare (in ) for travel and retum

through Aug 15-17 on non-stop flights

Ranchi 26,000 “ We're seeing
Kochi 25,000 strong travs |
; momentum aroun
SR - 24.000 this Independence
Goa Dabolim/Mopa 23,000 Day long weekend,
Gaya 23,000” with overall book-
Tirupati 20,000 ings across flights,
Ayodhya 16,000 hotels, and packages
Source: Travel portals I'iSiI'IQ by;i-ollz%‘t
*Mornin rmoon fares Gorhpare as_
Midhight oy cheaperatziGooy | Y©ar— Rikant Pittie |
**Travel via Kolkata EASEMYTRIP

Kochi return fare is priced at
Rs 12,000 for the Aug 22 wee-
kend, it is Rs 25,000 for the
Auglsweekend.

‘Visiting friends and rela-
tives’ or VFR destinations
don’t go up in demand mid-
Aug. A return ticket to fly
non-stop from Mumbai to
Kolkata starting at Rs 14,000
thus is a cheap option and so
is a Rs 13,000 return for a
Mumbai-Delhiflight.

Rajesh Magow of Make-
MyTrip said: “Independence
Day has emerged as a key tra-
vel oceasion over the years,
This year too, the search and
booking trends point to
strong intent to travel over

the Independence Day wee-
kend. With Independence
Day on a Friday, travel de-
mand appears to be peaking
two days earlier, on Wed-
nesday, Aug13, givingearly tr-
avellersas-day window.” Am-
ong the trending domestic ci-
ties are Goa, Udaipur, Jaipur,
Puri, Lonavala, Varanasi, Co-
org, Mahabaleshwar, Ooty,
and Puducherry, he added.
The first half of Aug is
shaping up to be a peak travel
window, with travellers op-
ting for quick escapes. Rikant
Pittie of EaseMyTrip said
destinations suchas Udaipur,
Goa, Mysuru, Kerala and Hy-
derabad are trending.
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[-Day weekend flight fares to
Goa touch 23k, Kochi 325k

Times News NETwork

Mumbai: The mid-Aug holi-
days for Independence Day,
Janmashtami and Parsi New
Year have beenspiking the de-
mand for air travel for quite
some yearsnow,and the trend
has stayed strong this time
too. With Aug 15 falling on a
Friday, the extended weekend
holidayers seem to have boo-
ked their short trips as airfa-
res to leisure and religious
destinations have peaked for
the coming weekend.

The most noticeable chan-
ge s on the Mumbai-Goa rou-
te. Airfares on the most popu-
larnon-metrodestination out
of Mumbai had cooled in the
recent past with two airports
in Goa offering travel op-
tions. But this vear, if' vou
want to fly out on Friday mor-
ning or noon to Goa and re-
turn by a noon or evening
flight, vou will have to shell
out Rs 23,000, The cheapest fa-
reon theroute is R 15,000, but
that would give you red-eve
flightsthat depart or land aro-
und midnight. Last vear, the
cheapest 24-hour advance
purchase fare to travel from
Mumbai to Goa started at Rs
15,000, for convenient ti-
mings.

In 2024, Auglsfellona Th-
ursday, but with Rakshaband-
an falling on Aug 19, in 2024,
the mid-Aug long weekend
stretched tofive days. This ve-
ar, the Aug 15 long weekend is
only 3 days long. Lelsure tra-
vel and religious tourism ha-
ve peaked with fares to Kochi,
Gaya, Avodhya, Agra up. For
instance, while the Mumbai-

'DEMAND STARTS 2 DAYS EARLIER'

| Cheapest available 24-hour advance
purchase fare (in ¥) for travel and retum

P ‘--"

through Aug 15-17 on

Ranchi 26,000 “ We're seeing
Kochi 25,000 strong travel
Silisgar 24,000 momentum around
this Independence
Goa Dabolim/Mopa 23,000 Day long weekend,
Gaya 23,000" with overall book-
Tirupati 20,000 ings across flights,
Ayodhya 16,000 hotels, and packages
Source: Travel portals Eﬁ:ﬁg;ﬁ lt;jl E:‘f
*Morning fa rnoon fares i
Bu'lidni.u,]'lfI tmﬁ?fartﬁes are cheaper at 716,000 year— Rikant Pittie |
**Travel via Kolkata EASEMYTRIP

Kochi return fare is priced at
Rs 12,000 for the Aug 22 wee-
kend, it is Rs 25,000 for the
Auglsweekend.

‘Visiting friends and rela-
tives’ or VFR destinations
don't go up in demand mid-
Aug. A return ticket to fly
non-stop from Mumbai to
Eolkata starting at Rs 14,000
thus is a cheap option and so
is a Rs 13,000 return for a
Mumbai-Delhiflight.

Rajesh Magow of Make-
MyTrip said: “Independence
Day has emerged as a key tra-
vel occasion over the years.
This yvear too, the search and
booking trends peint to
strong intent to travel over

the Independence Day wee-
kend. With Independence
Day on a Friday, travel de-
mand appears to be peaking
two days earlier, on Wed-
nesday, Aug13, givingearly tr-
avellersa5-day window.” Am-
ong the trending domestic ci-
ties are Goa, Udaipur, Jaipur,
Puri, Lonavala, Varanasi, Co-
org, Mahabaleshwar, Ooty,
and Puducherry, he added.
The first half of Aug is
shaping up to be a peak travel
window, with travellers op-
ting for quick escapes, Rikant
Pittie of EaseMyTrip said
destinations suchas Udaipur,
Goa, Mvysuru, Kerala and Hy-
derabad are trending.
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