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® Thank CM for ‘historic, unforgettable’ journey

Farmers take launch-day flight

from Noida alrport meet Yogl

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 15

Around 170 villagers,
whose land was acquired
for the development of
MNoida International
Alrport, boarded the first
passenger flight I.'l'm]in the
newly operational a

M’unda} and described
tﬂ the Uttar Pradesh chief
minister their air journey
to Lucknow as a “dream
come true",

For most of the trav.
ellers from Jewar —
including 28 women — |t
was their first air travel,
according to MLA
Dhirendra Singh, who
sald the moment reflected
the participation of farm-
ers in the airport’s devel-
opment journey.

The passengers reached
Lucknow on the launch-
day flight after Noida
International Alrport

A child dressed as a pilot at the arrivals area of Noida

International Airport in Jewar on Monday.

commenced passenger
services on Monday morn.
ing. Th‘?' were welcomed
by CM Yogi Adityanath at
his residence, where they
expressed gratitude for
being part of the historic
journey.

Farmers, during their
interaction with Mr
Adityanath, said a long-
cherished dream of travel.

- PT1

ling by air was fulfilled
and described the experi-
ence as “unforgettable.”

Jewar resident Poonam,
whose land was acquired
for the airport project, said
it was her first opportunity
to sit in an aircraft. She
thanked the CM and said
the initiative had increased
the respect and confidence
of farmers.
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Noida airport opens for business,
eyes a ‘true aerotropolis’ status

GROWTH CATALYST. Aims to boost regional travel options, serve as ecanomic hub for western UP and beyond

]
Rohit Vaid
Pl Dl

The National al Reglon
\E‘.R'- 3 |L::ﬁmk alrport

v a8 Mokds lterna-
nunaJ Alrport (N1LA) az Jewar
commenced domestic com-
mercial operations, and the
Cenrre is thinking well bey-
ond runways and terminals.

The vislon Is of a True
serorropolis: 4 self-susrain-
ing ecomomic  universe
where  manufarturing, in-
formation echnology, hos-
pitality, cargo, rure
amd aviarion services grow
around the greenfield
Iy, generating employmsent
and economic activity for a
region that stretches from
western Urar Pradesh all
the way o

Unloa Civil Aviation Min-
Ester Kinjarapu Ham Mohan
Maldu, ar the
taunch of domestic comimer-
cial operations, sasd: “Ir is
the vision of both the Gow-
emment of Uttar Pradesh
and the Government of India
thar NIA should evolve not
only 25 2 oransportarion hub
bt as atrue gerotropolis.”

The ambition, he added,
was for NIA o become “an
integrared ecogystem”
where  Industries m{lﬂ.ﬂ
from mamfscruring in-
formation  technology

Itafiny, cargo, malnten-
mmp and overhanl ser-
wices, and other aviation-re-
loted  activities develop
organically  aroond  the
alFpare.

COMMECTIVITY DOOST. IndiGo fight $E-2278 receives a

water salute as commercial fight operations ivick off at Moida
Int=rmational Airpart in Jewar on Monday was

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY
“This airpore ts not merely
about transporting passen-
gers from omse o an-
other. Across the world,
wherever I8 emer
u’mnﬁ:ru:weé;nnmn. ucug:-
iy follows™ the Minister
aald

The lsunch fself carrled a
masment that set the vone for
what the government wants
this alrport to represent.
Among the first passengers
o fiy ot of NLA weore fams-
ers whose kand was acquired
o bubld .

They were flown w Luoe-
kenow ina e concelved
by Urtar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath as a
ayrihal of respect and geatic-
ude towards those who made
the project possible.

IndiGo be\:uuu. the first
alriine w operme from NIA,

with i[5 Inaugural arcival
touching down from Lue-

airport
Bengaluru shoetly thereaftor,

marking the formal in-
ning of commercial se
atafaciliry that Prime Minis-
ter Norendra Modl had n-
augrarated in Mareh this year.
The dirline sald the com-
mencement of operations
fram NIA represents 4 algni-
ficans milestone in

e reghonal conmectivi
mnié%ﬁpmﬂngw r.mﬂlnpuunqls

for passengers acroas Delhi-
Hurg:mdp-wegtefn Urtar
Pradesh.

TRANBITION TRIALS
The alrport has completed
exrensive operatsonil readi-
ness, activarion and trans-
ition trials ahead of the com-
mercial launch,  with
inrermational operations ex-
cted 1o follow in the com-
ing months.

For passengers asking the
most basic question — how
do 1 get there — the answer
is more resssuring than it
might seem for & greenfield

3 built on the outskirts
of the NCR. NIA sits along
the Yamuna Expressway, odqd

of the reglon's mest import-
ant arwerial roads, and is
connectivity network  has
been designed to serve 2 vast
carchment ares.

“Within a one-hour rm-
divs, crores of people will
have access 1o this impertant
nmam connecting them not

v o destinations across
India bur also wo interna-
thomal destinations in the fu-
e, Niddu said.

The ed  Delhi-
Varamasi  High-Speed Rakl
Corridor, once rational,
s expected oo
ment thar conmecriviry, po-
tentially ¢ NIA one of
the bestconnected green-
field airports o the country
and draw ers Wi
might uﬂ:lnéﬂﬂ'lsegesgfmﬂl i
the eongested Indira Gandhl
Intermarional Alrport
(IGIA)L

BUILT FOR SCALE

The camgoe infrasructure,
o, 15 already in place and
built for scale.

Developed through Air In-
dia SATS Alrport Services
e Lid, the airport’s dedic-
ated cargo terminal kas an
Inivial handh city of
MJMJmmﬁsaﬁnu-
ally, with expansion plans
that would take thar figure to
L5 million tonnes in the fu-
it

A slgn]:ﬁcﬂm part of thar
¢ ry ks expected o serve
dﬁudﬂlmn.mumu af
western Littar Pradesh, giv-
ing farmers and agri-busi-
nesses a direcy air link vo do-
mesthe markers and,

evenmually,  Internarional
ones,

Naidu underlined thar the
alsport's  cargo  nerwork
would serve to fi ricul-
tural mal:ﬁplibe
prodoces from manufsemue-
ing and Information techno-
logy sectors, a dimension of
the serotropalis vision that
goes bevond the comven-
tonal ai -as- er-
hub umﬂ,ll-:tnd speaksww.ﬂr-
eerly o the region's eco-
naimie character.

The development of an
serotropolis around the ais-
port, Naidy sabd, would ere-
ate a strong economic base
serving both India and the
Inreprarional  eomenunity,
and  would evenmtually
CMErge a5 o masr employ-
ment generstor for the re-
glon.

This |5 a clalm that >
field airports have made be-
fore, but one thar carries
more welght here given
NIA's strategic bocation, the
depth of Its connectiviey am-
binons, and the seale of in-
vestment already committed
aroundir.

NIA  joins
Hindon s the third

rt gerving the NCE,
bringing musch-needad capa-
wciry relief o a reglon tat has
]ﬂg stralmed against the
constralnts of o single major
bub. fts srravegic bocation
along the Yamuna Expreas-
way pusitions it o5 some-
thing more than a pressure
valve for BGI I the surround-
ing ecosystem develops os

envisaged.

IGIA and
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‘Dream come true’, say Jewar farmers after
takmg first flight from Noida airport

P:ruu Trust of India
Lo

Aroand 170 villagers, whose
land was acquired for the de-
veloprment of Nobda Interna-
tional Adrport, boarded the
first passenger flight from
the newly-operational air-
port on M and de-
seribed to the Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minkster thelr alr jowr-
ney i Lucknow as a “dream
e Tre”,

For most of the travellers
from Jewar, Including 28 wo-
men, it was their first alr
travel, according o MLA
Dhirendra Singh, who said
the moment reflected the
participation of farmers in
the abrport's development
Journey.

The passengers reached
Lucknow on the lanneh-dxy
fight after che airport com-
menced passenger services

ois Monday mosnlng,
They were welcomed by
Chief Minlster  Yogi

Adiryanarh ar his residence,
where they e sed grarit-
ude for beang part of the his-
Torie journey.

Farmers, during their in-
teraction with Adiryanarh,
said a Inng-durished dream
of teavelling by ale was ful-

6.7 | 1 d el ol

OFFERING GRATITUDE. Union Civil Avation Minister

Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Maidu mests farmers and their families,
wha gavwe their land for the Noida International Airport in Gautam

Buddha Magar, on Monday am

filled and deseribed the ex-
perience as “unforgertable”,

Jewar resident Poonam,
whose land was acquired for
the sirport project, said it
was her first I 1]
it inmmmi::med
thie Chief Minister and sald
the mitative had increased
the respect and confidence
of farmers.

MATTER OF PRIDE

Farmer Dharmwveer Sharmas
sald having a world-class in-
Termariol airpart in their
village area was a matger of
pride. “The povernment lag

made farmers wearing slip-
pers siz In an alreraft, proy-
ing thar the benefits of devel-
opment can reach the last
persan,” he sald,  while
thanking Adityamath and
aingh

bu‘ﬁ o

ira Rashid, a young doe-
tor from the region, was
among the passengers. She
sald the fight journey o
Luscknosy fell% ]ll:::l“: dream
becoming reality”,

She credited the Chief
Minister and the Jewar MLA
for the development.

Farmer Haji Zafar sald the
government had taken farm-

ers” consent during the land
sequisition process and that
they had “willingly contrib-
wted thelr land” for the pro-
ject.

He sald he was proud of
the development and appre-
ciated ﬂE!TL gm'enu'?lfm
schemes were reaching
people wirhout
discrimination.

Another farmer, lghal
Kally, eaid bosing kand for the
alrport kad now become a
part of a larger development
journey as farmers were
made stakeholders In the
project — bevond just re-
celving compensation.

Women passengers also
shared their thoughrs about
thie experience.

‘BEYOND WORDS'

Farmier Suran sabd she ray-
elled by abr for the first time,
and a dream she had carrled
for years had finally been ful-
filled. Meenu sald she saw
heer land from the gky for the
first tlme after the :

was bullt and described the

-:x'parlnm:e a5 “heyond

h'ar]:m' in the day the

boarded one of the

first Indiio flights from

Noida Ingermational Alrport
o Luchnow.
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NOIDA INTERMATIOMNAL AIRPORT: FIRST TAKEOFF, FIRST LANDING

MobdaImternationsd Alrport on Mondesy
recefved fs fist landing with an IndiGo
ligh anrivig from Lucknow, afficials
sald. The event was shortly followed by
thie flrst mbeodf from the greanfield
project by & fight to Lucknow: The plane
carried villagers fram the Jewar reghon
whose kand was soquired by thearate
governument forthe first phase develop-
ment ofthe alrport. TndiGo flight 6E 2178
took off from Chaudheny Chamn Singh S
International Alrpoet, Docknow amd The first ceremonial IndiGo flight 6E 2278 from Luckoow, carrylng 172 farmers
lanadad ar Mobda Intemational Alrpot. who had given land for the project, tands at the Nolda Internatbonal Alrport,
accnnding to alrport affictala. em Jewar, Uitar Pradesh, on Monday PrEOTORT
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AIRTRAFFIC BURDEN SETTO EASE IN DELHI-NCR

Noida Airport begins

commercial o

MITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, June 15

NOIDA INTERNATIONAL AIR-
PORT (NIA) on Monday com-
menced commercial flight
operations, marking a major
milestone for aviation infra-
structurein northern India and
giving the National Capital
Region (NCR)a third major pas-
sengerairport alongside Delhi
and Ghaziabad.

An IndiGo flight from Luc-
know's Chaudhary Charan
Singh International Airport
became the first commercial
aircraft to land at the airport.
Flight 6E-2278 touched down
in the morning and received a
traditional water cannon salute,
formally inaugurating passen-
gerservices at the long-awaited
facilityin Jewar.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had inaugurated the air-
port on March 28. Located in
Jewar, the facilityhas beendevel-
oped toease passenger trafficat
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI)Airportwhile emerg-
ingasamajoraviation and cargo
hubfornorthern India.

Theairport, developed byan
arm of Zurich Airport Interna-
tional, became operationalafter
nearly two years of delays. Its
launch comes at achallenging
time for the aviation sector,
which is facing disruptions
linked tothe ongoing West Asia
crisis, rising aviation turbine
tuel prices, and network ratio-
nalisation byairlines.

Despite these headwinds,
airportmanagementexpressed
confidence in the long-term
arowth prospects of India’s avi-
ation market. According to the
operator, NIA will handle 12
daily domestic flights during
June,with the numberexpected
torise to more than 40 in July.
IndiGo has started operations
with eight daily flights, while
Akasa Airis scheduled to begin
services on June 16. Air India
Group, currently grapplingwith
operational pressures arising

5

A child dressed as a pilot at the arrivals area of Noida
Intemational Airport, in Jewar, Uttar Pradesh, on Monday T

CIVILAVIATION MINISTER
Ram Mohan Naidu said on
Mondaythatthe investiga-
tion into the Air India Al-
171 crash had entered its
final phase and that the
Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AAIB) is
expected to submit its final
report soon while adhering
to international investiga-
tion protocols.

Speaking about the
progress of the probe, Naidu
said,"Weare allwaiting...AAIB
doesn'twant to unnecessarily

AI-171 crash probein
final stages, says AAIB

speed up any process. They
want to follow the protocol
very strictly. This is an inter-
national protocol, so they
can't missanystep.

He added, "They have to
focus on the investigation
very thoroughly...Sotheyare
taking the due time. But
because it is in the last leg,
that is why they issued the
statement. Theymight com-
plete the investigation and
present us with the final
reportvery soon.”

—FEBUREAU

from the WestAsiasituationand
other factors, is not operating
from theairport for now.

Theairport operatorexpects
international services to com-
mencebythe end ofthe year, ini-
tially focusing on short-haul
destinations in West Asia and
SoutheastAsia.

Industry observers expect
airlinestoinitiallyuse the airport
to add capacity on busy NCR
routes connecting majormetro-

politan cities, especially during
peakhourswhenDelhi’s IGIAir-
port faces congestion. The facil-
ity is also expected to support
regional connectivity through
ultra-short-haul flishtsand help
strengthen links between NCR
andtier-lland tier-Il1 cities.

Union Civil Aviation Minis-
ter Ram Mohan Naidu said the
airport’s development should
spurwider economic growth in
the region.
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‘Historic’: Ops begin at airport in Jewar

Anupam Srivastava and
Vinod Rajput

htreporters@hindustantimes com

LUCKNOW/ NOIDA: “Growing
up, we never thought we would
one day fly from the very land
where we used to cultivate
crops,” Igbal Khan. He was
among the 170 farmers whose
land was acquired for the air-
port project and was onboard
one of the first flights from the
new Noida International Air-
port in Jewar, where commer-
cial operations finally kicked off
on Monday.

The inaugural IndiGo flight
(6E 2278) departed from Chaud-
hary Charan Singh Interna-
tional Airport, Lucknow, at
7.55am and landed at Jewar at
8.45am. The Airbus A320 flight
carried 182 passengers, includ-
ing actor and entrepreneur Gul
Panag.

The return flight at 10.30am
carried the farmers to Lucknow,
where they met Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Yogi Adityanath,
marking a symbolic recognition
of their role in the project.

Welcoming them, the CM
reflected on Jewar's transfor-
mation from a largely agrarian
region into an emerging avia-
tion, logistics and industrial
hub. “Opportunities come only
once; those who recognise them
become part of history,” he said.

Adityanath said farmers of
UP would now be able to con-
nect their fruits, vegetables,
grains and other produce to
global markets through the
cargo airport and cargo facili-
ties being developed at Noida

International Airport.

“This is just the beginning.
Jewar has now written its name
in history,” said the CM, adding
that youth will be trained and
prepared for emerging aviation
and industrial opportunities.

The airport, spread over 1,300
hectares in Jewar, will handle
about 12 million passengers
annually in its first phase.

It will be the National Capital
Region (NCH)'s second major
airport after Delhi's Indira Gan-
dhi International Airport,
which is the country’s busiest
airport. Upon completion of all
phases, the airport will be capa-
ble of handling up to 70 million
PAasSengers Per year, emerging
asa major aviation hub for the
region and western UP.

One of the travellers taking
their first flight from the airport
said it was a “defining moment
in the history of Noida and the
entire NCR".

This airport is much more
than a transportation hub; it is
an economic engine that will
fuel investment, employment,
tourism, manufacturing, and
infrastructure development for
decades to come,” said Salil
Kumar, director CRC Group, a
Noida based real estate group.

Passenger Akash Singh told
ANI news agency, “1 believe this
was essential because Delhi Air-
port is located near Gurgaon,
whereas Noida lacked its own
direct connectivity.”

Speaking on the occasion,
Union civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said. “Today
is a day of great joy and a his-
toric milestone as the first flight

prepares to depart from Noida
International Airport.”

“We want to see Noida Inter-
national Airport grow, not only
as a transit hub or a hub for
transportation, but as an aero-
tropolis. When we say aerotrop-
olis, we want to see multiple
industries come around this
area and create a strong eco-
nomic base, which is not only
going to be catering to the coun-
try but also internationally,”
Naidu said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi laid the foundation stone
for this airport on November 25,
2021 and inaugurated the
project on March 28 this year.

With inputs from agencies.
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2675cr Darbhanga airport
expansion gathers pace

Bishnu K Jha
htpatna@hindustantimes com

DARBHANGA: The Airports
Authority of India {AAI) has
completed over 66% construc-
tion of the new terminal building
under Darbhanga airport expan-
sion project worth
3674.96-crore, officials said Sun-
day. Once operational, the air-
port's peak-hour passenger han-
dling capacity will rise more
than fivefold, from 550 passen-
gers to 3,000 passengers.

Spread over 52.65 acres, the
upcoming terminal will have a
built-up area of 62,800 sg m, a
substantial increase from the
existing 3,36l-sq-m facility
located on 4.72 acres. The facility
is expected to rank among the
most modern airports in eastern
India and strengthen air connec-
tivity across north Bihar and
Mithila region.

According to airport director
Dilip Kumar, the project attained
66.5% physical progress, while
expenditure of ¥380.75 crore,
accounting for 59.19% financial
progress, has been incurred so
far. Construction began on July
12, 2024, and the new terminal is
scheduled for completion by
November 30, 2026, he added.

The project features 40
check-in counters, nine security
screening counters, five aero-
bridges, 10 escalators, 12 lifts and
four baggage carousels. Besides,
Darbhanga airport will have a
dedicated cargo terminal spread
over 860 sq m, with an annual

A view of Darbhanga airport.

handling capacity of 30,000 met-
ric tonnes and a peak handling
capacity of 80 metric tonnes.

It incorporates sustainability
features like a 650-kW solar
power plant, four EV charging
stations, rainwater harvesting
systems, an integrated building
and energy management system,
a 1,150-KLD sewage treatment
plant and a solid waste manage-
ment facility. Parking facilities
will accommodate 250 cars and
five buses while seven aircraft
bays will be available for park-
ing. Among major components
nearing completion are the ele-
vated bridge and tunnel works,
both of which have reached 98%
completion. Civil works for the
powerhouse and air-condition-
ing plant stand at 95%, while
construction of the sewage treat-
ment plant has achieved 80%
progress. Meanwhile, apron
development has reached 59%.

Airport authorities are also
observing several programmes

FILEPHOTO

as part of Yatri Suvidha Diwas on
June 15, with passenger-centric
initiatives including a traditional
Mithila welcome for travellers,
cultural programmes, tree plan-
tation drives, health camps, rec-
ognition of frontline workers
and dedicated passenger engage-
ment activities. It has emerged
as one of the fastest-growing
regional airports in eastern
India, providing direct connec-
tivity to major cities such as
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Benga-
luru and Hyderabad. Civil avia-
tion operations at the airport, an
IAF station, commenced on
November 8, 2020. CISF was also
deployed here in May.
Currently operating from a
space-constrained terminal, the
Darbanga airport has recently
introduced several amenities for
travellers such as an X-BIS
machine, a play area for chil-
dren, mobile charging stations,
laptop workstations, Wi-Fi con-
nectivity and a “Flybrary”.
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Noida Airport’s promises
and portents at take-off

onnectivity is the make-or-break fac-
tor in this age of multimodal trans-
port. This certainly holds true for
Noida International Airport (NIA);
the first phase of the airport, a F11.000-crore
project, was inaugurated by the Prime Minis-
ter last month. With commercial operations
set to start from June 15, the airport hopes to
combine “Indian warmth with Swiss effi-
ciency” — Zurich International Airports had
won the tight contest for the alrport project
in November 2019,
The commencement of operations offers
a much-needed distraction from the dire
straits the aviation sector finds ftself in at the
moment, thanks to the war in West Asia: NIA
promises to change the face of air travel in
the national capital region (NCR)
Till a few years ago. Jewar, where
the airport has come up, was a
sleepy little hamlet not far from
Noida, Uttar Pradesh. But things
changed after chief minister Yogi

retain traffic, investing 39,800 crore to
expand and upgrade its present facilities.
Alrlines operate in a hyper-competitive envi-
ronment themselves, and are excited that the
twio alrports will be competing, ending the
“take it or leave it” treatment often meted out
by airport operators — apart from its own
catchment spanning Noida to Mathura, NIA
could also grab some of the central and east
Delhi traffic if it offers significant cost and
time savings.

The biggest question before NIA Is finan-
clal viability. Most are of the view that Zurich
Alrports and NIAL (the joint-venture
between the airport and the UP government)
will burn cash for at least the initial six to
elght years before it starts getting returns.

Experts argue that the airport is
likely to be far more expensive to
operate from since it is being built
0 long after Delhi Airport, and con-
struction costs will be in keeping
with today’s prices. Although the

Adityanath and his team of minis- Anju[i plan is to make sure there is no
ters and bureaucrats assumed office Bhargava “gold plating”, the pressure from
in 2017. The state government g the economies of scale that Delhi

acquired the land and got it vacated
in record tme for Zurich Airports
to start building.

For passengers, NIA can be a blessing,
provided it is made easily accessible and
cost-effective. The new airport is 700 metres
from the Yamuna Expressway, which has
already shrunk travel time in this region. To
ensure smooth access, the National High-
ways Authority of India (NHAT) has built a
clover-leaf interchange from the airport to
the expressway.

The Delhi Metro is expected to provide
connectivity from Noida and Greater Nolda
to a station that opens right outside NIA's
entry — guite like many European alrports
that can be accessed through their respective
metro-rail networks. A more ambitious high-
speed rail connection between Delhi and
Varanasl with a stop at the NIA passenger
terminal has also been discussed, but is still
on paper.

NIA has bagged a few access-enabling
agreements, including air-conditioned bus
services from the airport to four key destina-
tions in Uttarakhand and nine in Harvana,
including Gurugram. It is also partnering
Mahindra Logistics Mobility to offer a pre-
mium, 24X7 all-electric taxi service.

The good news for NCR passengers is that
Delhi Airport has pulled up its socks to

Alrport has already achieved can't
be wished away — it can afford to
offer competitive rates to alrlines, if it so
chooses. This is where ease and costs of con-
nectivity come into play. Catchment area
notwithstanding, NIA Is 25-26 kilometres
from the heart of Noida. Time and cost of
reaching will determine the choloe of air-
port. Access, once you reach the Yamuna
Expressway, may be quick, but reaching the
EXpressway means navigating many
stretches of clogged Delhi traffic.
The official thinking is that even if NIA is
a bitearly interms of traffic requirements of
the NCH region and the UP government or
the concesslonaire lose money for a while, it
is better to be early than sorry, as has been
the case with Mumbai. In a country of India's
diversity and complexity, greenfield airports
such as the Navi Mumbai one or even Goa’s
MOPA have taken almost 20 years to build
since they were first conceived. Inordinate
delays in getting Navi Mumbai Airport off
the ground have already taken a heavy toll
on Mumbali's aviation growth. The NCR
shouldn't see a repeat. Ambitious India no
longer has 20 years to waiL

Anjuli Bhargova wriles on governance,
infrastructure, and the social sector.
The views expressed are personal
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Noida airport begins its
commercial operations
with flight from Lucknow

IndiGo flies 170 farmers from Noida to meet Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath in the State capital;

airport to initially handle 12 daily flights; number set to increase to 42 flights a day from July

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

oida International
NMrpurt welcomed

its first passengers
on Monday as it com-
menced commercial flight
operations, with an inaugu-
ral IndiGo flight arriving
from Lucknow.

Later in the day, an Indi-
Go flight from Noida to
Lucknow carried 170 farm-
ers from Jewar. The farm-
ers, whose land was ac-
quired to build the airport,
met Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath in
the State capital.

Developed as the second
airport serving the National
Capital Region, Noida In-
ternational Airport will in-
itially handle 12 daily
flights. The number is set to
increase to 42 flights a day
from July. Operations will
begin with domestic servic-
es, while international
flights are expected to com-
mence in the coming
months.

U.P. CM Yogi Adityanath with farmers during the commercial flight
inauguration from Noida International Airport in Jewar on Monday.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

IndiGo and Akasa Air
have announced services
from the airport. Destina-
tions to be connected in-
clude Bengaluru, Hydera-
bad, Amritsar, Jammu,
Bareilly, Dehradun, Dha-
ramshala, Chandigarh, Jai-
pur, Lucknow, Pantnagar
and Kishangarh.

Access to taxi services
To improve connectivity,
passengers will have access
to taxi and cab services as
well as an extensive net-
work of bus routes.

The Uttar Pradesh State
Road Transport Corpora-
tion has launched services
linking the airport with ma-
ny cities, including Agra,
Firozabad, Hathras, Mathu-
ra, Aligarh, Etah, Kasganj,
Lucknow, Sarai Kale Khan,
Palwal and Faridabad.

The Delhi Transport
Corporation has also intro-
duced services from
Kashmere Gate and the
Anand Vihar Inter-State
Bus Terminus. Private op-
erators such as RedBus and
Zingbus will connect the

airport with cities includ-
ing Dehradun, Lucknow
and Chandigarh.

A rapid rail-cum-metro
link connecting Noida In-
ternational Airport with
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport is also
planned, aimed at provid-
ing seamless connectivity
between the two airports.

In the first phase of de-
velopment, the airport has
one runway and the capac-
ity to handle 12 million pas-
sengers annually. Once ful-
ly built it will have four
runways and will be able to
handle 70 million passen-
gers per year.

The Union Cabinet gave
its in-principle nod for a se-
cond airport for the Nation-
al Capital Region at Jewar
in June 2017, following
which Swiss company Zur-
ich Airport International
AG was selected as the con-
cessionaire for developing
it. The official ground-
breaking and foundation-
laying ceremony took place
on November 25, 2021.
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‘Never thought Id flyinaplane’: Farmers
on board Jewar airport’s maiden flight

Devansh Mittal
Noida, June 15

IT WAS not a usual Monday
morning for Babu Lal. He was
elated to fly for the first time.
“We could have never thought
that we would be flying in an
airplane, let alone from an air-
portbuilt on our land,” said the
72-year-old from Kishorpur vil-
lage in Gautam Budhha Nagar’s
Jewar. Around 8:30 am, Noida
International Airport’s (NIA)
maiden flight took off for Luck-
now. Onboard the special In-
diGo flight was a delegation —
people whose land was ac-
quired for the airport, including
farmers such as Babu Lal —
headed to meet Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.

On the commencement of
operations, Union Minister for
Civil Aviation Ram Mohan

Naidu said, "Today is a day of
great joy and a historic mile-
stone as the first flight prepares
to depart from Noida Interna-
tional Airport. Under the gui-
dance of Yogi Adityanath, we
have made special arrange-
ments for170 farmers, who con-
tributed their land to this pro-
ject, to travel on this inaugural
flight to Lucknow following a
special meeting with them.”
At the 15-acre land in Rohi
village acquired in 2019 on
which Rajwati (61) used to grow
wheat, rice and vegetables, now
stands this slick international
airport, slated to be the largest
airport in Asia, rivalling Dubai
and Shanghai, once complete.
But she was jubilant, not be-
cause of the commencement of
the airport operations, but be-
cause she was meeting her
friends, who were once her

neighbours but they had to re-
locate due to the land acquisi-
tion. “Koi kahi chala gaya hai,
koi kahi aur...(someone is here,
someone is there, everyone is
scattered),” she said, talking
about the major shift their lives
saw after land acquisition. T
still cry sometimes when I
think of my land. Istill go out of
my house... sometimes think-
ingTwill see my cows,” shesaid.

While some lamented giv-
inguptheir land for the project,
others were enthusiastic of the
proposed development that
areasaround the airport are ex-
pected to see.

Happily carrying a certifi-
cate, which said Nikshipta
Chhonkar's ‘First Flight', Sachin
Singh (27) arrived at the airport
with his parents, wife and
daughter fora flight to Amritsar.
“Talways wanted a memory like

this with my daughter... so we
booked a family vacation to Am-
ritsar, which was amongthe first
flights out of Noida,” said Singh,
whoseland in Thoravillage was
taken for Phase 2 of the airport.

On the certificate, which he
wanted to get signed by the
pilot, he said, “It will be a mem-
ory for her... that her first flight
was among the first to fly out of
the airport built on our land.”

The airport, which wasinau-
gurated by PM Narendra Modi
in March, isthe second interna-
tional airport in the National
Capital Region. Initially, flights
from Noida International Air-
port will connect passengers to
five destinations across the
country: Amritsar, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Jammu and Navi
Mumbai. By theend of this year,
international flight operations
are expected to begin.
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‘GAVE FARMERS AN HOUR TO UEUIVE : UF UM TUGI UN LANUD AUWUISTHIUN HUKULE

Istflight operates with farmers, others who gave land for airport|

(From left) At Noida Intemnational Airport in Jewar; the farmers on Monday. privizs o s

Express News Service
Lucknow, June1s

WELCOMING 170 farmerswho
arrived on the first flight from
the Noida International Alrport
1o Lucknow Monday morning,
Urtar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath recalled how
the povernment faced a difficul
situation during land acquisi-
tion. He said he gave farmers
one hour to thinkabout it

“When the Cabinet ap-
proved the proposal for the air-
port in Jewar, [ instructed the
MNoida District Magistrate and
other afficlals that the land ac-
guisition process should begin
within 100 days, but it could
not. Ivisited Noida and held a
review meeting to knowthat no
progress was made.

Later, lorganised a meseting
with a group of about 100
farmers at Gautam Buddha
University, Greater Noida, and
convinced them that land ac-
guisition is a mst to build an
airport. They refused o glve
their land to me as well,” the
CMrecalled.

"It was an uncertain situ-
ation, The government wanted
development inthe area, yet
people were refusing. I re-
guested them to think for one
hour as this alrport would

* WHATNEXT

daily damestic | increasa in Rights
flights In June | axpected by fuly

& 5milllon passangers projectad
within 10-12 months

® International flights slated to
begin before year ends

& Constrection for 2nd phase
expected to begin bafon

2030 ends

change thelr destiny,” Yogl said,
addressing the farmers at his
residence. He added, "Thisisa
place where even "Kuber (god
ofwealth)” wants tocome now.

The CM noted thar the
farmers had placed their trust
in him, and the Yamuna Ex-
pressway Industrial Develop-
ment Authority and the Civil
Aviation Department fast-
tracked the process to acquire
morethan 13000 acres of land.

The airport will be devel-
aped in four phases, and the
first phiage has been completad,
he informed the farmers.

Future plans

The CM said that theairport
1s going to become India’s first

cargo and MRO {Maintenance,
Repalr and Overhaul) centre,
whichwill enable UP farmersto
send thelr produce across the
world. Uniil now, aircraft main-
tenance, repair, and overhaul
services required trips to places
like Singapore and Dubal, Now
people will come to Jewar for
these sarvices. hesaid.

He sald mangoes that
farmers sell for 2 maximum of
Rs 50 perkg herecanbe sold for
Rs800-1L000 abroad. Even after
adding Rs 200 per kg as cargo
oost, farmers canearn Rs 600,

Plans for Jewar
The CM said food processing

units, semi-conductor units,
datacentres, afilm dty, toy park,

apparel park, medical device
park, and world-class IT and
electronics cities will be estab-
lished in the Jewar region. Five
prestigious universities from
among the world's top-rankad
Institutions are planning to es-
tablish campuses there.

Adityanath told the farmers
that by making the right decl-
sion at the right time, they
helped create India’s largest air-
port. The CM said that young
people must be trained as en-
gineers so they can find em-
ployment close to home.

“Investment coming to
Jewarwill require skifled man-
power. The Yamuna Authority
has initiated the establishment
ofa Centre of Excellence Incol-
laborationwith Tataatacostof
Rs 225 crore. Young people will
receive training in modern
technologies, certificates, di-
ploma courses, degree courses,
and skill development oppor-
Tunities. Local youth will also
getopportunities to pardcipare
in local development. Incom-
ing Investments will become a
basks foremployment,” he said.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Civil Aviation) Deepak Kumar,
IndiGo Special Director R K
Singh and Chisf Minister’s Ad-
visor Avanish Awasthi were
also present af the event.
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oida airport’s first testis a
slowing aviation market

The airport is targeting up to 5 million passengers in its first year amid a likely lag in demand

2]

e
abhizhek |awivenint.com
HEW DELHI

obils Internavtional Adrport

began commercial oper-

tions on Monday, witlan

ambition  that looks

stralghrforward oo papwen
scale up o455 milion passengersin
Its first vear. ln practice, i s opening
Lonti an R Bosss Tl wilings b kdrogr—one
Ivwhich Inadla’s avingson sector s slow-
I, alrlines are cutting capacity, and
demand growth may Lag the pace of
new infrastrscire

Thae TL200-crore sirport o Jewar
b bwguam ooperat bogs witth lod iGo and
Akasa Adr, running sbour 12 fights a
dlay inlitiadly before cxpanding services
I July. peconding to chiel executive
Mt Samra, with o tanget ol 18- 20des-
tinmtions as capacity builds out.

“We are In discussbons with other
alrlines. Sowe expect that showly,” she
sabed, adding that in “10-12 months or
[rst vear of operutions, we expect that
wirshonlel o a traffle of sround 4.5-5
millomn passengers”.

Yot that expansion hinges on akrlines
ailcling capaciny n s weakeningmarket.

Inifustry experts say the immediate
constralnt s not competition with
Dielhd’s Indira Gandhi Internat lona)
Alrport but alrline willingness o

Tihe T, 200-crone ainpoark in fewas has begun operations with indao snd Ao Air,

and has scheduled about 12 Mhghts & day initially. m

* Alrlines e cutting capacity. When
growih bn the sector ssalfi, getting car-
rlers 1o introduce mubes or expansd
operations is achallenge " sald Ankita
Shah, analyst at Elara Coapial. “Naolda
abrpert eeds new clty connect ons to

T, versus T129and $56 at Delhi adr-
o Thie pricing gap adds o cost had-
winil fora greeafield sirport that maust
budld traffic from scratch.

The constralnts reflect a broader
sliwidown In Didias aviatosn murkes.

aild eapacity in 4softer morkes MID H
“Right maovw, Noboda Alrpor hasio

et passengers, ove more flights,  NOIDA arpons ANALYSTS say wesk

rof i L PR Expanson plans desmand and

ut Jeast T i two-vear period. Then i s g oy cseipline

ey bee conpietitioon with Delhi Ade- Ingcapacity ina  &fe sready limiting

port can be consldered.” salid Snt-  weaskening masst oL expansam

yer Niar, secretary genweml ol the

Thecautlon s reflected in guidanee
from GME Adrports. which expects
passerer growt b to remaln sofi o
Mirst halfof the flscal vear befome recoy-
erineg nfter Seplember.

Prosplte near-term weakness, man-
agemienl expects stroctural demand o
absorh new capacity in the National
Capitnl Reglon,

“I've acknowledged the LS and ath-
ersare fighting n war in Wess Aska, Andd
It partbeudarly difflcult time bo pre-
dict the short term,.” sald Christoph
Schmellmani, vice choirman of olds
Intermational Alrport. = Bat we' re viry
optimdstie sod confident of the long-
lerm growih prospects.”

Thiat view rests on Meet expansion
Lol carriers operms dhout 850 alr-
craft, while LG, Adr Inalin, Abr Inadis
Express, anel Alosa Alr have roughly
L0 abreraft on order.

“Iwelook at alrcraf crders i lndia,
the outstanding onders are ol the alr-
craft in service today,” Schnellmann
sadl "M wewant to secommodate and
supppoart Uaat type of groavih, we need
anlilithosnal alrpart nfmsiructune (inthe
Ntlonal Capltsl Heglon.”

Developeed and opersied by Zurich
Alrport lntiermatianal A through iis
subsbiiary Yamuna International Adr-
port Py Licl the alrport was inaugu-
rated by Frime hMinkster Narendra

Mot in March after missing oultl-

DWIMNDE gl denddlines.
“We're b ldling theds slrpon mal

THE sapeca 15 Ltk ESPITE near-1eim for three momnths or Tor sic, bot

developmentfeeis  weakness, stwclural 0 lepent that we want 1o

far highes than demand is experied

DS, which celd 10 ahsot new ogeerate, bivest in, and contioge o

daripen desmand capacity in MCR

se growing fordecades " Schnedl-
mann sakd

Associatlen of Privaie Alrpart
Oyperators (APADL “They may not have
|_1||-|1|.1!11-|1I]Li:-ulll..llhllH:ill.H'ulc:l.'uIu.fﬂ.l
oty bvie Bl B conaple of months of
ek, before numbers pick up.”

Annlysis say weak demand and
apactty elisclplinge e alresdy Dmiting
POl PR RS O

penerate passenger ruflie.”
Hh.lll:|d.|.|1-|]I|!||.".:I.l[u|l'|'$l:i.|.'lq||.“n.'|-
opment fee (LDF) s significantdy
higher than Delhi's, which could
dampsen demanid. Domeste passengers
departing Nobda will pay THM and
arriving passengers T2H0 until March

Domestie passenger growthslowed 1o
LAF% in FY26, while traffie el nearly
¥ veir-nn-year i Apeil Adelines face
higher et fuel costs, alrspace disnip-
toms over Pakistan, and geopolitical
tensions n West Asla, prompiing
ciagmdciivadjustments acmoss networks.

Amalysts say the abrpar b Ekily
(o ackell capacity rather than compete
diivectly with Delhl Alrpoet, which hun-
llied TRT millon passengers i FY26
growine et a 6.4% CAGR bitween FY 21
and FY26.
Foor een extended verchon of this story,
o i lvermiob oo
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~ UP'S JEWAR DREAM GETS WINGS; HISTORIC MOMENT, SAYS YOGI

Noida Airport’s first flyers:

BISWAJEET BANERIEE/
DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: In an emotional
moment marking the beginning
of passenger services al Noida
International Airport, around
170 farmers and workers whose
land was acquired for the green-
field project boarded the sirports
first outbound passenger dight 1o
Lucknow on m;ﬂc gh
The inaugural IndiGo {light
lit'Pa.‘['L:tl for Lucknow at &30 am,
carrying land donors, including
women and elderly villagers,
many of whom were experienc-
ing air travel for the first time.
The passengers tnvited by the
Uttar Pradesh government, met
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath

in Lucknow. Officials said the
i 25y

i

_CLOSERLOOK

» The inaugural IndiGo flight departed for Lucknow
at 8.30 am, carrying land donors, including
waomen and elderly villagers, many of whom
were experiencing air travel for the first time

in Lucknow

« The passengers invited by the Uttar Pradesh
government, met Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath

Uttor Prodesh €M Yogi Adityanoth with formers during the commerciol flight inavguration

from Moida International Airport, Jewar

» Difficials said the gesture was aimed at
recognising the role played by local communities
- in enabling the airport’s development

gesture was aimed af recognis-
ing the role played by local com-
muinities in enabling the airport’s
development.
The launch marked the cul-
&

mination of a journey that began
over six years ago when thou-
sands of acres of agricultural
land were acquired for what has

become Indias newest interna-

tional airport. For many passen-
gers, the occasion was deeply
emotional as they ook off from
land they anee cultivated.

“We are extremely happy

to travel on the first flight from
Nojda International Alrport to
Lucknow. Whal we once imag-
ined has become a reality,” said
JU:IE!.I' Khan. Cantinued an P4

&0

Noida Airport

one of the passengers mvited
for the historic journey.

Hera Rashid, a resident of a
nearby village, described the expe-
rience as unforgettable. “We are
travelling on the first flight free of
cost and will meet the Chiefl Min-
ister in Lucknow. This is a memo-
rable du}' for all of us” she said.

A 72-year-old farmer from
Kisharepur village sald he never
tmagined he would one day ily
from an airport built on his for-
mer farmland. Another farmer,
who had given 30 bighas of land
for the project, sald withessing the
airporl become operational was a
muatter of immense pride.

Earlier in the morning, the air-
port welcomed its first incoming
commercial ﬂighl from Lucknow
al 8.05 am. Uttar Pradesh Assem-
bly Speaker Satish Mahana arrived
on the ight and was received by
airport officials. The aircraft later
continued onward 1o Bengaluru
after boarding passengers.

Jewar MLA Dhirendra Singh
said the inaugural flight wasa
tribute to the farming families
wha sacrificed their ancestral
land for development. “The hands
that onee tilled these fields are
now holding boarding passes and
touching the skies, he said.

Developed in Jewiar in Gau-
tam Buddh Nagar district, Notda
International Airport is expected
o emeree a5 8 major avistion.
tam Buddh Nagar district, Noida
International Alrport is expected
Lo emerge as 8 major aviation,
logistics and cargo hub for north
India lis launch is being seen asa
significant boost to regional con-
nectivity, trade and economic
growth in weslern Uttar Pradesh,
while the first light servedas a
reminder of the local communi-
ties whose contribution made the
project possible.

Calling the commencement
of commercial lights a histordc
moment, Chiel Minister Yogi
Adityanath sald Jewar, once lack-
ing basic nfrastructure despite
its proximity to Delhi, was now
poised Lo emerge as a major eco-
nomic hub,

"Mow think about it, you are
Em}g to outshine Delhi,” he wold

e

ArTErs.
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Kolkata airport expands capacity,
upgrades passenger facilities

Handling capacity

KOLKATA: As passenger
traffic steadily rises, Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Interna-
tional Airport is undertaking
a series of infrastructure proj-
ects aimed at increasing capac-
ity while improving passenger
comfort and environmental
sustainability.

Airport director Vikram
Singh said the airport’s annual
passenger handling capacity is
set to rise from 26 million to
28 million through ongoing
expansion works. The airport
currently handles nearly 21 mil-
lion passengers every year.

To accommodate future
growth, the Airports Author-
ity of India has expanded the
domestic departure area by
nearly 1,000 square metres and
is adding around 300 square
metres to the international
departure section. The inte-
grated terminal, which became
operational in 2013, was origi-
nally designed to handle 20 mil-
lion passengers annually.

The airport is also
upgrading its
signage network

Officials said the nearly
completed secondary runway
will allow uninterrupted round-
the-clock operations when the
primary runway undergoes
maintenance. The addition of
two new taxi tracks has also
improved aircraft movement
on the ground and enabled
smoother handling of wide-
body aircraft.

Other key infrastructure
developments in recent years
include Metro connectivity to
the airport, an upgraded air
traffic control tower and the
installation of a CAT III land-
ing system to assist operations
during poor visibility. Along-
side capacity enhancement, the
airport has focused on improv-
ing passenger amenities. Of the
28 washroom blocks across the

vset to rise from 26 million to 28 million

terminal, 27 have been reno-
vated, with the remaining one
scheduled for refurbishment
shortly.

Earlier this year, a new
washroom facility was opened
for arriving passengers enter-
ing through aerobridges,
addressing a long-standing
gap in services on the termi-
nal’s upper level. The airport is
also upgrading its signage net-
work and plans to install digi-
tal information displays to help
passengers navigate terminals
and access facilities more easily.

The airport has also
strengthened its green initia-
tives. With more than 17 MW
of solar power generation
capacity, a substantial share of
its energy needs is now met
through renewable sources.

Most operational vehicles
have been converted to battery-
powered units as part of efforts
to reduce carbon emissions
and improve its environmental
performance. MPOST
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Noida airport operations begin,
first flight takes off to Bengaluru

SLALITHA AND NAMITA BAIPAI
i Mew Dedhl

NOIDA International Alrport
(NLA) kickstarted its commer-
cial operations on Monday
morning as the first Qight took
off to Bengaluru with 138
pazsengers. Five minutes apart,
another flight took off for
Lucknow with 172 farmers
who had sacrifled their land for
the project.

Aviation minister Ram Mo-
han Naidu inaugurated the op-
erations and said that Jewar
Alpport will create thousands
of jobs. “Phase [ of aoperations
will cater to 1.2 crore passen-
gers annually, while it will ca-
{er to more than 7 crore passen-
gors annually when Phase 4 s
ready” he added.

The first Night to land at the
alrport was from Lucknow with
the farmers onboard. In Lue-
know, Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi
accorded a grand welcome fo
the farmers at his official resi-
dence and said that Jewar had
transformed into a place whers
even ‘Kuober' (God of wealth)
winld want to descend.

While extonding gratitude 1o
IndiGo Alrlines for commenc-
ing operations from the airport.
he said Jewar, which was ear-
Lier infamous for being a hab of
antl-social and eriminal activi-
ties, had catapulted into the
capital of development.

The CM recalled that when
the first land registration ook

First flight that landed &t Moida Intermational Airpart on Monday | expaess

place, farmers had visited him
along with MLA Dhirendra
Singh, worried about their fu-
ture. Yogi had promised them
compensation beyond their
imagination. He expressed
gratitnde to the farmers for
placing their trust in him.
He also credited the Jewar
MLA for bringing all stake-
holders together

Among the passengers on
board of the first incoming
flight were a conple with their
F-year-old daughter, residents
af Navi Mumbal Zubaida Ahld
said, “We wanted to be on board
the first Night that touched No-
lda. So we went to Lucknow
and stayed there for two days
and then took the first incom-
ing fight to Noida. We just
cherish travelling by the first
flight and did that when opera-
tions were launched at Navi
Mumbal too, last December."™
Her daughter, who had donned
a pilot cap, was the eynosure of
all eyes.

Another family keen to take

a Night from the new ajrport
was Amit Sharma. who had
come down with his family
frorm the 1S to Nodda so that his
three boys could meet their
grandparents. The older boy
Anay, was excited about the
new airport and said, “It looks
s0 hew and shiny® Twins
Anush and Arur, on the pram,
were excitedly gaping at the
bright lights above. Amit said,
“We wore supposed to travel to
Amritsar yesterday but delayed
it by a day =0 that we could take
a flight feom the new airport.

However, a few passengers
complained about the lack of
connectivity to the airport. “I
was going in circles and passed
through a long pateh of grass to
reach the airport,” said a visi-
tor who had come to take a look
at the new airport.

Flights to Hyvderabad and
Amritsar were also operated
by IndiGo on Monday. Akasa
Alr will launch its Nights
on Tuesday to Bengaluru and
Navi Mumbai.
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Jewar’s land donors become first passengers at dea International Airport

ABHINAV KUMAR JHA @ Noida

Around 170 farmers from
the Jewar region, including
20 women, who had volun-
tarily given up their ancestral
land for the Noida
International Airport project,
were among the passengers
on the inaugural commercial
flight from the airport to
Lucknow on Monday. The
gesture was conceived by
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath as a tribute
to those whose land made
the project possible.

The group arrived at the
airport holding boarding
passes, many travelling for
the first time in their lives.

Union Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu
personally distributed com-
memorative boarding
passes to the passengers
during the event. The group
was scheduled to meet Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath in
Lucknow upon arrival.
Abrar Khan, one of the
passengers, described the
experience as a matter of
pride. "We are very delight-
ed and obliged to travel on
the first flight from Noida
International Airport to
Lucknow. What we envi-
sioned is becoming a reality
before us today,” he said.
Khan said the invitation to
be part of the first flight had

o,

b

Union Minister of Civil Aviation Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu with farmers during the
commercial flight inauguration from Noida International Airport BTI

come from the Chief Minister
himself and called it a matter
of honour.

Hera Rashid, a young
woman from a village near
the airport, called the
moment historic. "We will
experience the first flight. It
is free for us, and we will
meet Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath in Lucknow,”
she said.

A farmer aged around 65,
who was among the passen-
gers, said he had given up 30
bighas of his land for the
airport project. He expressed
happiness at seeing the
development take shape,
but also raised an unre-
solved grievance. "We were

also prnmnsed ajob but have
yet to get it," he said.

Another woman passen-
ger said the opportunity to
be part of the first flight was
a matter of pride for the vil-
lagers of the region, many of
whom had watched their
cropfields transform into
one of the country's newest
aviation hubs over the past
several years.

|ewar MLA Dhirendra
Singh, speaking about the
significance of the moment,
said the launch of passenger
services was as much about
the contribution of farmers
as it was about a new
air route.

CONTINUED ON »> P4

Jewar’s land donors
become first...

“The very families who dedicated their ances-
tral land for the national interest and the
state's bright future are today taking to the
skies from that same sail,” he said. He added
that hands that once tilled the land now held
boarding passes.

Singh described the fight as carrying a
meaning beyond travel. “When the farmers of
|ewar boarded the Right to Lucknow today, it
was not merely their journey; it was a historic
flight representing India’s development, the
dignity of farmers and a transforming Uttar
Pradesh,” he said.

The families on board were largely those who
had sold their ancestral land during the first
phase of the project, land that for generations
had been used for farming and now forms part
of the runway and terminal infrastructure of
one of India's newest greenfield airports.

For the villagers of |ewar, Monday's flight
closed a particular kind of loop. The land they
once worked has become the ground from
which they took off. Whether the promises
made to them, including the job assured to the
65-year-old farmer who gave up 30 bighas, are
fulfilled in the months ahead remains a ques-
tion that will likely shape how this communi-

ty comes to view the airport that now stands
where their fields once were.
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Now,even ‘Kuber wantsto

cometoJewar:CM Yogion

inauguralflightfrom Noida
International Airport

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
Lucknow, 15 June

Farmers whodedicated their land for the construction
ofthe Noida Intemational Airport in Jewararrved
in Lucknow on Monday. These farmers, who
travelled to the state capital on the first flight
operated from Jewar to Lucknow, were accorded
a grand welcome and honoured at the Chief
Minister's residence. The farmers shared their
experiences, presented mementos to the Chief
Minister, and expressed their gratitude.

Interacting with the farmers, Chief Minister
Yoei Adityanath said: "Jewar has now become a
place where even 'Kuber' wants to come. He also
thanked IndiGo for commencing commercial
flight operations from the airport.”

The Chief Minister said, when his Cabinet
approved the proposal for the construction of an
airport in Jewar, he had instructed the District
Magistrate of Noida and other officials to begin
the land acquisition process within 100 days.
However, even after that period, no action had
been initiated.

He stated that when he visited the area and
held a review meeting, he found that no progress
had been made. He then convened a meeting
with around 100 farmers at Gautam Buddha
University in Greater Noidza. "I said that the airport
has to be built, but the farmers refused to part
wit htheir land. There was uncertainty eve rywhere.
Itold themthat we wanted to bringdevelopment
here, yet people were refusing. | requested them
to think about it for an hour. This airport will
change your destiny.”

T ] fr)
The Statesman = 16 17 &3

https://epap [
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Kolkata Airport mosque

relocationapproved,
expansionadvances

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 14 June

The long-standing issue
surrounding the relocation
ofthe historic mosgque located
near the runway of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport is
expected to move towards
resolution, with airport
authorities indicating that
work will commence once
formal directions are received
fromthe Central government.

Agcording to airport sources,
preparations are underway
for shifting the over 130-vear-old
Bakra Mosque, situated close
to the airport’s secondary
runway. The structure is
believed to predate the airport
itself and has remained at
the centre of discussions over
airport expansion for several
decades. Airport Director
Vikram Singh said the matter
fallsentirely under the jurisdiction
of the Central government
and will be handled through
discussions withstakeholders.
“Assoonaswereceivedirections
fromthe Centre, we will begin
the process. Theissue will be
resolved through dialogue
and in accordance with the
prescribed procedures,” he
said.

Local administrative sources
indicated that numway expansion
work is likely to begin after
the Haj season. The mosque
islocated approximately 165
metres from the airport’s
second runway. Aviation
authorities have repeatedly
argued that its location poses
asignificant obstacle o future
runway expansion plans and
the installation of advanced
Instrument Landing System

(ILS) facilities required for
saler aircraft operations,
particularly during periods
of dense winter fog.
Officials have maintained
that the relocation is essential
for enhancing operational
efficiency, improving safety

future growth in passenger
traffic. The development
comesas the Ai Authority
of India (AAI) has directed
Kolkata airport authorities
to observe "Yatri Subidha
Diwas"

(Passenger Facilitation
Day) on 15 June. Ahead of
the event, seniorairport officials
addressed the media on
Saturday and outlined a series
of passenger-centric, social
and environmental initiatives
planned for the occasion.

Speaking at the briefing,
Mr Singh said the airport
seeks to reaffirm its role not
only asa transportation hub
but also as a catalyst for
regional development, tourism
and public service. "Passenger
Facilitation Day will focus on
improving passenger expetience
while recognising the
contributions of various
stakeholdersassociated with
the aviation sector,” he said.

Theobservance will include
awareness programmes,
passengeroutreach initiatives
and activities aimed at
promoting sustainability and
customer service.

Highlighting the airports
historical significance, officials
noted that Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International
Airport, formerly known as
Dum Dum Airport, isamong
India’s oldest and most
important aviation facilities.
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Mumbai airport gets hoax bomb threat

Mumbai: Mumbai airport received a bomb threat via email
Saturday Police declared the threat a hoax after a thorough
search of the premises and its vicinity by a bomb detection
squad. Sahar police lodged a non-cognisable offence against
the unidentified mail sender; reports V Narayan.

A police officer said the email, purportedly from an uni-
dentified terrorist group, alleged that a bomb had been plant-
ed inside the airport premises and that it would explode soon.
It claimed the airport was the first of many targets and that
the group would “strike everywhere and anywhere”, “You
willsoondiscover the true potential of ourterror,” itsaid. The
email had an unusual signoff —"Hail Swat terror X Swat
Kats".‘Swat Kats'was a popular animated TV series.
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City airport
gets hoax
bomb threat,
security up

Mumbai: Mumbai airport
received a bomb threat via
email on Saturday. Police de-
clared the threat a hoax after
a thorough search of the pre-
mises and its vicinity by a
bomb detection squad. Sa-
har police lodged a non-cog-
nisable offence against the
unidentified mail sender;

A police officer said the
email, purportedly from an
unidentified terrorist gro-
up, alleged that a bomb had
been planted inside the air-
port premises and that it wo-
uld explode soon. It claimed
the airport was the first of
many targets and that the
group would “strike every-
where and anywhere”, “You
will scon discover the true
potential of our terror,” it
said. The email had an unu-
sual signoff—“Hail Swat
terror X Swat Kats”, ‘Swat
Kats' was a popular anima-
ted TV series from the 1990s.

The officer said the mail
wassent through a VPN (vir-
tual private network, to esca-
pe detection). “The threat
was found to be fake. But, an
alerthasbeendeclaredanda
close watch is being kept.”

Another officer said fol-
lowingthe threat, ameeting
was convened and instruc-
tionsissued toconductanti-
sabotage checks within the
airport and to remain vigi-
lant. “Anti-sabotage checks
are being carried out.”

-V Narayan
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Brakes on job
protest for
now, crucial
meet on Wed

@it mesafindiacom

Noida: Even as Noids [nter
niationnl Afrport was inan
gurated on Monday, the lssue
of employment for familics
affected by land acguisition
for the project remains anee-
sofved. A grou alfecied
residenis has protes
ting for severnl months, de-
manding Johs directly with
the project’s concessionaire
rathar than throngh private
euntravtors

Saurabh Sharme, o resi
dent ol Banwaripur village,
anid his family lost 1) acres
of land to the project in 2015
“Officials assured afficted
families that beneficiaries
wionld gel smployment o
portunities. | have been wal-
ting sines then, ot no job
has been offersd. Now we sre
being told thar employment
will bo provided through
contractors. We want stnhle
Johs directly with the conves
sionaire, Yomuna Interno-
tonal Alrport Private Lim|
1ed {(YIAPL), " he said.

Sharma, who holds an
MTechdegree Inaulomobile
eigineering, sald he has re-
mained unemployed lor se
veral years. Under the Rlghi
to Falr Compensation and
Transpurency in Land Acqu
isition, Rehabifitation and
Hesettlement Act. 2013, aflec
tid families are entitied to
rehabilliintion measures, in
cluding skill development
anid employmeant apportuni-
s or compensation

Sharma eaid the jobh ses-
kers had been protesting at
Kishorpur temple, but the
demonsmration was called
off on Sunday night after v1l
lage elders nrged themnot to
continug the protest on the
day of the airport’s inaugu
ratbon. “We have decided o
meef efflicials of the Yamuna
Authority amld the sirport on
Wedtnesday, " Sharmasald

Thesirport project requi-
redd larpe seale land aequis)
tion weross several villages
in theJewar region

Authorithes acgu irod nroe
und 1,334 hectares inthe first
phase and another 1,365 hec
tures in the second phase,
while an additional 2,050
hectires are expected to be
aequired (nthe third and fie-
urih phases.

During the first two pha-
apg, about 334 familles opted
for employment instead of
Moneiary compensation un
e the robabilbtation provi
sions linked to land acquiai-
tion. Howevet, severn] affec
ted residents allege
the promised jobs hnve not
materfalised

Addressing the jssue in
an lnterview with TOT, viee
chalrman of the alrport,
Christnph sSchnellmann,
gaid that the nirport opera-
tes in parmmership with ano
naril B0 to S0 firms across dif-
forent soctors.

*We luve ldentifled lea
ding companies in each feld
that bring expertise and ex
perience to the project. Ma-
ny of {hess ars Lsrge natio-
mial and g! 1 firms employ
ingthousands of people. Our
aim i tomatch those sesking
employment at the airport
with theappropriste partuer
company based on thelr qua-
lifications, experisnce and
preforred area of work,”
Schnelimann said.
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HOW TERMINAL WILL BE
EXPANDED IN PHASES

Flyers can expect
upgraded facilities,
smoother travel
services, and a
phased expansion
plan that will shape
the airport’s growth
in the years ahead

7 o
:-E!‘-‘--"i by

-ﬂ"“ﬂ-‘-‘?hv' - =i .
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Flyers had to
prove there’s
actually a
Noida airport

Neetika.Jha'd timesafindia.com

Nolda: Hours before they b
came some of the first passen
gors to land at Nobdn Interna
tional Airport on Monday
travedlers flying in from Hyde
rabad found theinselves fac
ing an onexpected challenpe
Thery needed (o convine: air
port stoff that their destina-
thom actusally ex st

At check-in counters, sever-
al passengers sabd airline and
security  personnel appeansd
unfamiliar with NCR's newly
apeniid alrport, prompting roe
pented guestions abowut their
tickets. Some travellers found
themselves explaining that Noi-
da airport had begun commer
chal operations that very morn
ing. Others went & step further,
pulling out news reports on
thiedr phones to prove it.

Tha Hyier o ek ser-
vice wis among the frst coim-
mereial flights to operate to
the greenfleld airport
njaneyulu, national
hiend at Mahindra, sabd he ind
tially thoughtairportofficials
were joking when they ques
tioned hisdestination,

“When [ tobd them Dwis fly
ing to Nojda Internathonal Adr
port, they said there was nonir-
port by that name. T} skl
me to check my ticket multiple
tirnes and were convinesd only
after verifying that a Night was
indeed departing from Hyders-
Berdl to Modeka, " bue sddid

For Anjaneyuli, however,
the eanfusion ended at the air
port. Hewas travelling toMoeerut
for n business meeting and said
the now alrport in Jewar would
save him considerabletime.

1 have a vehicle waiting
ouiside. Getting through Del-
hi's trafflc s a task in itsell
My meeting is at Zpm in Mee
rut and [ can comfortably
il I Eartber, trlps o wesl-
ern UF took much longer,” he
aabdafter landing in Kolda

Others norrated similar ex
periences. Sushant Mishra, an
Aprabasced engineer working
in Hyderahad, said security per
sonnel wers Initially pussled
when they saw his destination.
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Maps miss airport link, route blooper greets flyers on Day 1

Shafaque.Alam
@timesofindia.com

Noida: For many passengers
headed to Noida airport on
the first day of commercial
operations, the journey be-
gan not just with excitement
but confusion as well,

Guided by Google Maps,
several travellers were led to
theairport's cargo-side appro-
ach near Kishorpur village,
only to be stopped by security
personnel and told they were
at the wrong entry point.
What followed was a frustra-
ting detour that cost them ex-
tra fuel, additional toll char-
ges and, for some, precious ti-
me before departure.

With navigation platforms
not reflecting the airport’s
newly opened passenger row-
te, commuters travelling
from Yamuna Expressway we-
re directed towards the
older Jewar toll plaza-Sikand-

NEEDED: COURSE CORRECTION

Chm-\rk Rabupura Photo: Yogesh Kumar
< /
(] This road is now
& open for commuters
AE but not live an
x.- = Eun_gle _M_aps
‘ Gung!e I" /
o Maps I
| shows this I
L-shaped / Ranhera
oL Noida
' International
Jep“?r Aﬂ'mrt
Aaza
Thisroad | 10
is now : ;
reserved Commuters travelling from Yamuna Expressway were directed
for cargo towards the older Jewar toll plaza-Sikandrabad road, which

leads to the cargo-side approach, while navigation platforms
not reflecting the airport's newly opened passenger route

from the village side. Security
staff deployed there told them
passenger vehicles were not

rabad road, which leads to the
cargo-side approach.
Several fravellers,

ding TOI reporters, followed
the route shown on Google

inclu-  Maps and reached the airport

permitted through that gate
and directed them toreturn to
Yamuna Expressway and use
the Delhi-Mumbai Express-
way link road instead.

The diversion significant-
Iy lengthened the journey.
Travellers had to re-enter
Yamuna Expressway, pay
toll at Jewar plaza again and
drive back nearly 10km to-
wards Noida before taking an
underpass and covering
another 10km to reach the
correctaccessroadleading to
the terminal.

The issue surfaced on the
day the airport opened com-
mercial operations, catching
many first-time users off gu-
ard. While the terminal itself
functioned smoothly rea-
ching it proved challenging
for those relying entirely on
digital navigation.

The passenger route
forms partof adlkmlink ro-
ad being developed by NHAI

to connect the airport with
the Delhi-Faridabad-Bal-
labhgarh-Sohna stretch of
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway.
A 7Tkm section in Noida has
already been completed and
opened, providing direct
access fo the airport thro-
ugh a loop connected to Ya-
muna Expressway.

The new route allows tra-
vellers from Noida and Delhi
to reach the airport without
crossing a toll gate. However,
passengers coming from Ag-
ra, Mathura, Aligarh and
even Jewar still need to pass
through the toll plaza to ac-
cess the facility,

Told about the detours,
NIA vice-chairperson
Christoph Schnellmann sa-
id the airport operator was
in discussions with Google
to ensure the new access ro-
ute is reflected on Maps and
made available to commu-
ters at the earliest.
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Jewar, from above: 90 yr—old among farmers to board ﬂlght first time

@timesofindia.com

Noida: As the aireraft soared
into the morning sky, Lekhraj
Sharma (90) pressed against
the window and looked down
at a landscape he knew better
than most. Until a few years
agn, those buildings, the termi-
nal and runway were all farm-
land. On Monday; they wereho-
meto NCR’s newest airport.

For Sharma and scores of
otherfarmers on board the first
flight to take off from Noida,
the journey was more than the-
ir first experience of air travel
— itwasarare chance towatch,
from 30,000 feet, the transfor-
mation of land they once culti-
vated intoa project that hasres-
haped the region. Organised by
UP govt as a gesture of gratitu-
de, the flight to Lucknow carri-
ed 170 farmers whose land ma-
de the airport possible.

*“We gave 15 acres for the
airport project. We are happy
thatithascomeuponourland.
Thiswas my firstflight,” Shar-
ma, from Ranheravillage, said
after landing in Lucknow,

Phutm Ramesh Sharma

where the group later met chi-
ef minister Yogi Aditvanath.
The passengers included
28 women, and were fromvilla-
gessuch as Kishorpur, Banwa-
ribas, Rohi, Ranhera and Tho-
ra. “Jewar has really changed.
It looked so different from abo-
ve,” said Karnesh Singh (88) of
Dayanatpur village, whose fa-

mily gave 272 acres for the pro-
ject and received compensa-
tion of about Rs80 crore,

He admitted that most far-
mers were initially sceptical
when land acquisition began
five years ago. “This was our
ancestral land shared by three
brothers. We were unswre at
first, but the govt assured us

the airport would bring invest-
ment and development. Today,
seeing the project become a re-
ality is satisfying,” he added.
Alifelongfarmer, Singh sa-
id he never had the opportuni-
ty to travel by air until now. “1
never imagined I would fly at
this age. Looking down at Je-
war from the sky filled me

with joy and wonder: It is a me-
mory | will cherish for the rest
of my life,” he said.

Mahavir Prasad Sharma
(70), a retired inter-college tea-
cherfrom Ranhera, said airport
staff made the check-in process
easy for first-time flyers. “The
villages, fields and roads looked
tiny from above, 1 felt grateful

There were 28 women among the
170 farmers who took the first
flight to Lucknow from Noida; at
90, Lekhraj Sharma (above)
from Ranhera village was the
oldest passenger on board

for the opportunity and never
expected suchamoment,” hesa-
id. His family had given 14 acres
and later purchased land else-
where with the compensation.
Hira Rashid, an MBBS stu-
dent at Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity from Rohi village, said
the airport would benefit futu-
re generations. “This is a spe-

cial flight because farmers
and their families are travel-
ling free of cost. But the air-
port will be a major advantage
for students like me who hope
to study abroad,” she added.

In Lucknow, meeting the
farmers who took the flight and
went to meet him, chief mini-
ster Yogi Adityanath recalled
the early stages of the project,
and how progress on land acqu-
isition was slow. “After the pro-
posal was cleared, I gave offici-
als a 100-day deadline to begin
the land acquisition process.
However, little progress was
made even after the deadline
expired. 1 visited Noida and
held a meeting with officials.
Later, I met landowners at Gau-
tam Buddha University. The
farmers initially said they wo-
uld not part with theirland.Ias-
ked them to think about the pro-
jectbecause it had the potential
to change their future. Those
who recognise opportunities
move ahead. After that, the far-
mersagreed and the district ad-
ministration and Yamuna Aut-
hority accelerated the land ac-
quisition process,” he said.
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From new airport to
city, budget cabs at
Kk, premium at I3k

Shafaque.Alam chauffeur-driven service

@timesofindia.com

Noida: For departing and ar-
riving passengers, taxis
proved a reliable option on
Monday, easing misgivings
about connectivity with
Noida International Airport,
which sits around 65km from
Noida Sector 18 and 40km
from Pari Chowk. With Uber,
0Ola and Rapido all setting
up booths inside the termi-
nal, and two premium cab
services deployed in the
parking area, passengers
had more choices than many
had anticipated.

Among the budget aggre-
gators, fares to Sector 18 were
broadly in the Rs 1,000-1,200
range. Ola’s options ran from
Rs 1,051 for a mini to Rs 1,151
for a prime sedan and Rs 1,322
for prime plus. Uber showed
Rs 851 for Go Priority and Rs
1.215for Premier X1..

Rapida, which placed
nearly 20 cabs at the airport,
was offering Rs 100-200 dis-
counts to inaugural custom-
ers. Uber went further, ex-
tending 50% off — up to Rs
L0000 — to 25 new customers
and deployving 30 cabs on the
day. Ola, which fielded a fleet
of 150 cabs, was giving Rs 250
off to first-time riders. Staff
at the booths confirmed all
three services would run24x7.

For passengers looking
for something more comfort-
able, two premium operators
were present.

NIA has partnered with
Mahindra Logistics Mobility
to offer Alyte, an all-electric,

promoted as a tech-enabled
corporate mobility solution.
Four EVs were positioned
atthe front row of the parking
area, with more on standby
As of Monday evening, fares
to Noida Sector 18 were Rs
2,871 for an SUV and Rs 3,062
for a sedan. Alyte airport
manager Amrish Kumar
said the chauffeurs undergo
regular training and passen-
ger feedback is actively
tracked. “ We have placed four
cabs at the front row while
some are on standby in the
parking area,” he said, add-
ing that the service is availa-
bleround the clock.

Mann Fleet Partners, the
other premium operator, had
51 vehicles on the ground —
among them Hyundai Aura,
Maruti Suzuki Invicto and
Toyota Urban Cruiser Hyryd-
er — with five positioned at
the front row. Fares were Rs
1.927 for economy and Rs 2,588
for economy plus. President
Amarjeet Mann said the com-
pany was handling both pas-
senger rides and emplovee
transportation, and had firm
plans to scale its fleet from 51
to 500 vehicles, “We are not
only handling car rental but
also employee transporta-
tion,” shesaid,

[IPSRTC buses, launched
last week, have also begun
serving the airport — though
with a significant caveat. The
buses stop near the entry gate
rather than the terminal, re-
quiring passengers toboarda
shuttle and cover nearly a
kilometre on their own.
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AC bus to Jewar airport on cards
as Centre pushes for NCR roads

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: In a bid to improve connecti-
vity to the Noida International Airport at
Jewar, Delhi govt is planning a direct air-
conditioned bus service, while the Centre
is working on a series of road infrastruc-
ture projects across the National Capital
Region (NCR).

Senior officials said the proposed Del-
hi-Jewar bus route is among several new
interstate corridors being planned by the
Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC) to
strengthen regional public transport and
improve access tothe airport.

The service is expected torun 12-metre

air-conditioned buses and offer a direct
travel option for passengers heading to
the airport. Authorities said the route is
also likely to benefit commuters travel-
ling between Delhi and key towns in Hary-
ana and Rajasthan, offering more conve-
nient travel options for NCR residents.

According to DTC officials, route plan-
ning has been carried out after assessing
passenger demand, traffic patterns and
regional connectivity requirements.
“Theobjective is to improve service frequ-
ency, reduce travel time and strengthen
last-mile connectivity for commuters,” an
official said, adding that the service is lik-
ely to start in the next two months.

The Delhi-Je-
war route is part
of abroader inter-
state connectivity
expansion plan-
ned by the trans-

port corporation. Other proposed corri-
dors include Delhi-Rewari, Delhi-Karnal,
Delhi-Rohtak, Delhi-Alwar and a service
connecting Nanaksar in Delhi with the
Ghaziabad bus terminal.

Alongside the proposed bus services,
the Centre is also working on several road
projects aimed at easing congestion and
improving access to the airportregion.

Union minister of state for road trans-
portand highways Harsh Malhotrasaid the
Centre and Delhi govt are coordinating ef-
forts tomake Delhi largely congestion-free.

Projects under discussion include an
elevated corridor connecting Sarai Kale
Khan and Sohna, another elevated route
linking Faridabad with Jewar, and a Rs 650-
crore elevated road through Kalindi Kunj.

The Kalindi Kunj project is expected to
improve movement between Delhi, Noida
and Faridabad. Officials said the elevated
road could make travel across the three citi-

eslargely signalfree, reducing
bottlenecks and travel time.

With the airport already
operational and serving pas-
sengers from across the NCR,
seamless connectivity rema-
ins key, a senior official said.
The proposed bus services
and road corridors are expec-
ted to provide faster, more af-
fordable and efficient travel
options while supporting the
region’s growing transport
needs, he added.
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Flights take off, but passenger
conveniences stalled on ground

Neetika.Jha@timesofindia.com

Noida: The airport is now
live, but it's far from the
finished piece. This was
evident on Monday. For pas-
sengers and visitors, the ex-
citement of witnessing In-
dia's newest airport was
quickly attenuated by a
string of inconveniences:
bad food, patchy Wifi, non-
functional wvending ma-
chines and no personnel
posted outside the terminal
toguide arrivals.

For some, the troubles
began before they even reac-
hed the airport. Several vis-
itors said navigation apps
directed them to nearby
Kishorepur village instead
of the terminal, forcing
most to retrace the Skm
route. Transport options
were scarce. Ride-hailing
apps either displayed long
waiting times or failed to as-
sign cabs altogether

Akhay Malhotra, headed
to Amritsar, said connectivi-
iy was a major concern.
“The cabs are expensive. T
was told there's a bus ser-
vice from Botanical Garden,
but the next one was sched-

¥ogesh Kumar
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Facilities like WiFi, vending machines were unreliable, flyers said

uled much later. A cab be-
came the only practical op-
tion,” hesaid.

Near arrivals, Yogesh
and Neetu Sharma stood
outside the only operational
food outlet, Flying Bites.
While the menu listed crois-
sants, sandwiches and
wraps, only coffee and rolls
were available. *The facili-
ties are not what one would
expect at this price point,”

Yogesh said. A worker at the
stall added that systems
were still being set up and
only cash and card pay-
ments were being accepted.

Mohammad Rashid, who
had come to drop off his
daughter travelling to Luck-
now, eventually gave upon the
airport Wifi. “The network
was weak. I had to switch to
mobile data just to reach her
on WhatsApp,” he said.

Finding basic amenities
proved challenging too. At
one of the two vending
kiosks near the terminal,
Ajit Yadav attempted to buy
water only to receive a re-
fund notice. Two mainte-
nance workers repeatedly
tried to restart the machine.
One worker, requesting ano-
nymity, admitted the prob-
lem had resurfaced multiple
times during the day despite
attempts tofix it.

Visitors also pointed to
the absence of washrooms
outside the terminal. Saroj
Devi, a resident of Rohi vil-
lage, said she searched in
vain for one while waitingto
drop off a relative. “If the
airport is so hig, there
should be a washroom for
visitorsaswell,” she said.

Adrport officials ac-
knowledged the issues as
part of the challenges of
launching a major infras-
tructure project. A senior
NIA official said additional
facilities were in the pipe-
line, “Washroom facilities
for visitors will be ready
within two weelks. More food
outlets will open soon,” the
official said.
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Low-flying aircraft damaging Kochi
houses, airport plans compensation

MEK.SunilKumar
@timesofindia.com

Kochi: Cochin International
Airport Ltd (Cial) is explor-
ing compensation from its
CSR funds after three houses
near the airport suffered
damage from low-lying air-
craft over the past one year.
The latest case surfaced
on Sunday when roof tiles
crashed down at KA Simon's
house in Nedumbassery —a
northern suburb of Kerala's
Kochi. Airport authorities
said after a preliminary in-
quiry that there was prima
facie ground to believe an
aircraft flying low may
have triggered the damage.
The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation’s air safety
wing will seek a report from
its Kochi officials, “We
haven't got any information
regarding it so far,” an offi-
cial in New Delhi stated.
Though Cial has no legal
obligation to compensate
homeowners for damage link-

FLIGHT PATH: Tiles go off the roof
of a house near Kochi int’l airport

ed to aircraft operations, air-
port authorities are consider-
ing relief on humanitarian
grounds. "As cases of aircraft
Aying low causingdamagesto
houses are being reported re-
peatedly, we will conduct ade-
tailed inquiry into it. Though
we don't have any direct
obligation, we will consider
ways to give compensation to
the owners,” asource said.
Airport officials said pur-
suing compensation from an
airline could become a long
and complex process involv-

mgm ultiple authorities and,
in cases involving foreign
carriers, govt-to-govt en-
gagement. “That's why we
are exploring if Cial can pro-
vide compensation to such
houses from our CSR funds.
We will have to design a poli-
¢y if the proposal is ap-
proved,” the source added.
Airportauthoritiessaida
forelgn airline may have
been involved, though only
a detailed inquiry can deter-
mine what brought tiles
tumbling from Simon's roof.
Simon, B0, and his wife So-
samma, 70, have moved into a
relative’s house nearby after
damage to their home. “We
will have to rent out a house
until a solution has evolved.
Besidestherooftoptilesfalling
down, cracks have appeared
on the walls,” Sosamma said.
The couple has lodged
complaints with Cial and
Nedumbassery police. MLA
Anwar Sadath called for im-
mediate compensation and
measures to prevent arepeat.
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Noida Int’l Airport takes off

SHEKHAR SINGH

N W DELHI, JUNE 15

The dream of Noida Interna-
tional Airport took flight on
Monday with an emotional
homecoming of sorts as vil
lagers who parted with their
land for the mepa project
became some of its first pas-
sengers, marking the stad of
commercial operatioms at the
long-awaited Jewar airport.

In a symbolic gesture, 172
farmers and their family
members from the Jewar
region boarded the inaugural
flight to Lucknow, vears after
thar fields made way for what
is sel o become one of the
wordd'slargest aviationhubs,

The moment underscored
the transformation of a larpe-
Iv agranan landscape into a
key gateway connecting
western Uttar Pradesh, Del-
hiNCR and Uttarakhand to
the rest of the country,

The airport's first mile-
stone came at 7.58 am when
IndiGo flight GE22TE linded
from Lucknow after depart-
ing at 7.12 am from Chaud-
hary Charan Singh Interna-
tional Arrport. Minutes Iater

]
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Passengers gqueue up at the departures terminal of Moida International Airport in Jewar on Monday. /mi

Brings Tej Mahal within two hours of the gateway

MEETING FARMERS, KIN TRULY SPECIAL: MINISTER

“Meating the farmers and their families who contributed land for the Noida Interrational Alrport was truly
special. Seeing them among the first passengers is a reminder that India's aviation growth is powered by
the aspirations of its people,” Union Civil Aviation Minister K Rammohan Naidu said.

the first flight took off from  and senior officials of the
Jewar for Lucknow, formally Yamuna Expressway Indus-
launching operations at the  trial Development Authority
greenfield airport. (YEIDA), including CEQ
Among those onboard were . Rakesh Singh and Additional
Jewar MLA DhirendraSingh CEO Shailendra Bhatia.

Flagping off the maupural
flight, Union Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
described the oorasion as both
emotional and  historie,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Noida Int'l Airport...
“Meeting the farmers and
their families who con-
tributed land for the Noida
International Afrport was
truly special Seeing them
among the first passengers
i d reminder that India's
aviation growth is powered
by the aspirations of its peo-
ple.” he said.

Ottar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath credit-
ed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for providing the
inspiration behind the proj-
ert and acknowledped the

contribution of farmers.

The girport's opening 1s
expected to significantly
improve connectivity across
narthern India. Officials
gaid the new Lucknow-Jew-
ar route will provide an
alternative to passengers
who currently rely on Del-
hi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport or undertake
long road journevs between
the two cities,

The launch also creates a
new gateway for toursts
vigiting the Taj Mahal
Located about 138 kms
from Agra. the airport
places India’s most visit-
ed monument within a
two-hour drive wia the
Yamuna Expressway, con-
siderably reducing travel
time for many visitors,

Developed under a pub-
lie-private partnership
model by Yamuna Interna-
tional Airport Private Lim-
ited, a subsidiary of Zurich
Airport International AG,
the airport has been
designed as o multimodal
transport hib integrating
air and road connectivity.
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Halwara airport sees
(K flyersin 1st month

SHIVANI BHAKOOD

HALWARA, [UNE 15

A substantial passenger traf-
fic has been witnessed in a
month after the commence-
ment of operations at Hal-
wira International Airport. As
many as 7,008 passengers
utilised the airport to fly to
and from Ludhwina in 26 days
May 15 to June 10). After
missing about a dozen dead-
lines, Halwara airport became
operational on May 15.

According to airport
data, 1368 passengers
arrived at Halwara Airport
between June 1 and 10,
averaging around 137 pas-
senpgers per day. This
marks a 31 per cent
increase compared to the
period between May 15
and May 31, Similarly,
departures witnessed a
substantial rise of 67 per
cent during June 1 to 10,
with 1921 passengers
travelling from the air-
port, averaging nearly 192
passengers daily, Tn §ay,
when the flight operations
started, the averapge
arrival per day was 105
passengers while average
departure was 115 passen-
gers per day.

A review meeting with air-
port of ficial s was held recent-
Iv by Union Minister Hard-
eep Singh Purt during his
visit to Ludhiana three dayvs

apo, He had come by air fmm
Delhi to Halwara.

To mark the completion
of one month of opera-
tions, airport authorities
organised a series of activ-
ities at the airport. A selfie
corner with a cardboard
sculpture of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi was set
up with the caption ‘Naye
Bharat Ki Udaan' where
passengers enthusiastical-
Iy clicked photographs,

Several evenls were
organised to celebrate the
occasion, including hon-
ouring airport staff, felici-
tating women employees,
welcoming passengers
with sweets and ‘tilak'
and the singing of Vande
Mataram oulside the main
terminal premises.

An airport staff member
said that although the air-
port s currently function-
ing with limited manpower,
operations are being man-
aged efficiently and every
effort 18 being made to
ensure a smooth and hassle-
free experience for passen-
pers. The maor crucial
tasks, including naviga-
tions, fire stations etc are
being manaped by the Air
Force Station, Halwara,
while the entire arrival and
deparfure of passengers,
hospitality, cleanliness etc
are being managed by the
airport authorities.
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IndiGo tweaks business
class offering to lure flyers

—
aneesh Phadnis
Pussdsai

IndiCior has tweaked s busl-
ness chiss offering with a re-
vamped menu and priorcy
baggage handling o lure

business and letsure
rravellers.
The changes In sofi

product will help the sirline
grow cccupancy and revenue
a8 it bartles with Alr India
and lnternarional carriers for
a brger pie of waffic. The
changes also comse amld a
high fare and slow demand
environment following the
ourbreak of tensions in West
Asia,

The alrline lsunched s
business class prodoct called
Indige Seretch on the Delhl-
Mumbal route in November
2024 a dual class Alp-
bug.q;_:ﬁmmﬁ_

The IndiGo Sorewch
product  offers  customers
wider seats, better lag roam,
complimentary meaks
among  other  benefits.
Gradually more domestic
routes were added, and ser-
vice extended on Interna-
donal routes with IndiGo’s
own aircrafi and leased Boe-

Img 787 planes.

NEW CHANGES
IndiGio's  Alrbus  AZ20/
321 aireraft which fiy on do-

The IndiGGo
Stretch product
offers customers
wider sears, herter
leg room.
complimentary
meals among other
benefits

mestic and shorr-hau] fnrer-
matdonal routes do mot have
ovens. Thus, though the
Strerch  seats are  priced
lower than Alr India"s Tusi-

ness class sears It did not

provide hot meals on do-
mestic  and  short-haul
rouzes, Lounge access is also

restricted o a few European
routes.
However, recently

es have been made o
make the product more at-
tractive. Prioeicy baggage hag
been  Implemented  fior
Setch  cusmomers  from
May 1 and thelr bags are
tagped ar nrllil.n and arrive
first  on e belr ar
destination.

An IndiGo spokesperson
sald meal service
in Srrerch cabin on Alrbus
A321 aireraft has been elev-
ated for a consistent and

remium rience.  The
E-enrlm fﬁm a Tray ser-
vice with fine chinsware and
steel cuthery.
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UK, Europe holiday spots pick
up as airlines cut Asian seats

Foreign airlines are filling in the void by [lving bigger aircraft from India

SURAEET DAS GUPTA
Hew Db 15 jure

European and British airlines
Tave stepped In to fill & vaid in
flights to invernational destina-
thonsfrom India ssimdedsionin
mtionaliseintemational services
and repartedly mull deferring
of slreraft deliveries hobbles Alr
India from serving holiday-
rrsakers pos e Irad war,

The anticipated end of the
Iran war i unltkely o see an
immediate resumption of
International lelsure mravel to
pre-conflict levels because
many aifines have slashed
thelr sear capacitbes for June,
the fiest maonth of the summes
holidays. These primarily
affect destimations in West and
Bouth-gwst Asla,

However the sear capacity
from India to Europe and the
UTE hias Increased as carelems Bke
Britlsh Alrwaysand Lufthansa
huve pressed more disect fighes
and seats Intoservice.

Foreign carrlets are pushing
new capacity elther by adding
servicesor by flylng bigger air-
craft from Indis. The most drea-
matic Increase B o direct
fights from India to the UK,
with seat capacity godng up by
A massive 18.7 percent in June,

These alrlines are leverag-
Ing wpon a dramarie fall in

Seat capadity in june = 2005 fmo)
ﬁ __ FROM INDIA TO

-

2016 )

Cermarry
Sourte Basad on DAC data. for juna

Indianstransiring from India to
Europe and the US through
Wesr Asia due tothe war, also
benefit from Alr India’s deci-

saon 1o reduce flights on various
EOpEan Dol
Alr India, which has

ordered over 470 planes from
Boelng, & mtlonalking s
Iternatbonal - services  this

slnInEs in respomse 1o surging

fued price and eontinuing air-
space restrictlons, Including
crver Pakdstan, that luve forced
It fy longer distances.
Alrlines have cur seat
capacity for not only war-hit
West Agla, bur across popular
tourist destinations in South-
st Asls like Thafland, Singa-
pare and Malaysia and even
neighbtouring Sri Lanka.

According to data from
OAG, theseat capacity betwasn
Indiaand the UAFE has seenthe
sharpest fall among the 20
buslest counry palrs in the
world - falling by 14.9 per cent
In June year-on-year with over
0,426 sears taken off Thisindl
s diue o rhe Eran war.

The other sectorto be hit s
South-east Asla — due to sur-
zing air faresthat have risen 15
0 per cent Thalland, the
second largesy market for car-
rlers from India, as seen sear
capacity fall by 10 per cent in
JELrE. A TR S D66 D00 SEls
went off the alr. Singapore —
the third largest markst —
where seat capaciry fell by 12
per cent with 240000 seats
slashed. and Malaysis, down
154 percent with 29,000 seats
reduced for the month,

ThesharpeutinWest Asla ks
not limidted to the UAE — the
total seat capaciny has fallen by
11 per cent In June across the
UAE, Ssudh Arabia, Oman and
Qatar 11,5 millkon seats.

Amnil Kalsl, vice presikiant of
the Teavel Agents Federationof
T, sadid: “Thisy per cent of
Tmsclllzns wheo go to West Asia
rans o Europe orthe S, The
war has adversely Impacted
this busines. And European
and UK alrlines have taken
adhvanzae of this window.”
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LUCKNOW

Direct
Lucknow-
Noida Flights

Begin

Direct flight services
between Lucknow and
Noida are set to commence
fram June 15, strengthening
air connectivity within Uttar
Pradesh. The new route will
significantly reduce travel
time between the state
capital and the National
Capital Region through
Noida International Airport
at Jewar. Officials said the
sarvice is expected to
benefit business travelars,
tourists and investors while
improving regional connec-
tivity. The initiative is being
saen as an important step
toward boosting economic
activity and seamless trans-
portation across the state
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Govt hikes windfall tax on exports
of diesel and aviation turbine fuel

NEW DELHI: The government
on Monday hiked windfall gains
tax on exports of diesel and avi-
ation turhine fuel (ATF), while
retaining the levy on petrol for
the fortnight beginning June 16.

The rate of special additional
excise duty (SAED) on export
of diesel will be Rs 14/litre, up
from Bs 13.5/litre at present,
SAED on export of ATF will
be Bs 12.5/litre, up from Rs
9.5/ itre.

There is no change in the
rate of duty on exports of pet-
rol and it continues to be at Rs
1.5 peer litre.

The Finance Ministry in a
notification said the duty hikes
will be effective from June 16

Also, there is no change in
the existing duty rates on petrol

and diesel cleared for domestic

consumption.

Amid escalating tensions
in West Asia caused by the
US-Israel attack on Iran, fol-
lowed by sweeping retaliation,
the government had on March
26 |mpu5::d an export dui}- on
diesed and ATF and revised the
rale every !'url.rlig,hL On May 186,
it levied export duty on petrol.

The windfall tax was levied
to increase domestic availabil-

There is no change
in the rate of duty
on exports of petrol
and it continues to
be at Rs 1.5/litre

ity of the fuel amid the war in
West Asia

The move is aimed at not
allowing exporters to lake
undue advantage due o price
differences as globally erude
oil prices had risen since the
beginning of the war.

The windfall tax is to ensure
domestic availability of petro-
leum products by disincentiv-
ising exports in the backdrop

Wiest Asia crisis. Pl
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Flight 171: Why India needs a right to
digital autopsy

One year after Ahmedabad, India must rethink who owns the truth when technology fails

NISHANT
SAHDEV

In 1964, the mathematician Norbert Wiener
published a remarkable book titled God &
Golem, Inc. Wiener, widely regarded as the
father of cybernetics, spent much of his
career thinking about a question that has
only becomie maore urgent with time: What
happens when human beings create
increasingly intelligent systems but grad-
ually lose the ability to understand, super-
vise, or challenge them?

To explain the danger. Wiener often
retumed to the old tale of the Sorcerer's
Apprentice. A young apprentice discovers
a magical broom capable of carrying
water. Delighted by the prospect of avoid-
ing hard work, he sets the broom in
mation. The problem is that he does not
know how to stop it. The broom faithfully
follows its instructions, carrying bucket
after bucket of water until the enrire
house is flooded.

The lesson was never that the broom was
evil. The lesson was that ohedience without
judgment can become dangerous when
complexity exceeds human controb. Sixty
years later, Wiener's wamning feels less like
philosophy and maore like public policy.

A few days ago marked one year since Air
India Flight 171 crashed shortly after takeoff
from Ahmedabad, claiming 260 lives and
becoming one of the most devastating avi-
ation disasters in recent Indian history.
Families continue to mourn. Survivors
continue to live with trauma. Investigators
continue their work. The purpose of revis-
iting the tragedy is not to prejudge the
outcome of any imvestigation. The fnal con-
clusions must come from evidence, not
opinion columns.,

Yet Flight 171 raises a larger question
that extends far beyond aviation. Who
owns the truth when technology f=ils? For
mast of the twentieth century, major
industrial accidents were primarily
mechanical events. Investigators exam-
ined broken structures, damaged engines,
fractured metal, failed components, and
physical evidence. Understanding what
wentwrong was difficult, but the evidence
itself was visible and accessible. That
world is disappearing.

Modem aircraft are not simply machines.
They are software — defined systems
operating in an environment. Millions of
lines of code interact with sensors, com-
puters, control systems, and automated
decision-making architectures. Every flight
Fenerates enormous guantities of data.
The modern jetliner is, in many ways, a
Aying data center,

Aviation is not unique. The same change
is happening everywhere. Cars are becom-
ing software platforms on wheels. Hospitals
increasingly depend on algorithmic

systems. Financial markets are based on
automated trading infrastructure. Electrical
zrids rely on digital controls. Military
systems increasingly incorporate
autanomous capabilities. Artificial intelli-

“human in the loop.” The phrase appears
constantly in discussions about automa-
tion, artificial intelligence, and advanced
control systems. The concept sounds com-
forting. No matter how sophisticaced the

gence is being embed-
ded into everything from
customer service to crit-
ical infrastructure.

As technology
upgrades, the most
imponant avidence after

NARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE

technology becomes, a
human remains responsi-
ble. In practice, however,
the reality is becoming
maore complicated. Modern
systems often operate at
speads, scales, and levels of

a failure is often not physical. Itis digital.
The challenge is that digital evidence does
not behave like physical evidence. When
a bridge collapses, investigators can
examine the steel. When a boiler explodes,
engineers can inspect the fragments.
‘When a software — driven system fails, the
answers may exist inside proprietary algo-
rithms, protected databases, encrypted
logs, firmware architectures, and corporate
intellectual property frameworks.

The result is a growing tension between
two legitimate interests. Companies invest
billions developing advanced rechnologies
and naturally seek to protect proprietary
information. Intellectual property drives
innovation and competitive advantage. At
the same time, societies have a com-
pelling public interest in understanding fail-
ures that resudt in large-scale loss of life. The
guestion is where those interests should
meet. Flight 171 illustrates why that ques-
tion can no longer be ignored.

Ome year later, public discussion remains
dominated by speculation. Every new
development generates another wave of
theories, accusations, and counter-accusa-
tions. The absence of definitive answers
creates a vacuum, and vaouums are quickly
flled by narratives. This uncertainty is not
merely an aviation issue. It is a preview of
a future in which increasingly consequen-
tial decisions are mediated by systems that
few people fully understand.

The traditional response has been o
reassure the public thar there is always a

complexity that exceed normal human cog-
nition. Human operators are frequently
asked to supervise processes they cannot
continuously monitor in detail. Most of the
time, automation warks exceptionally
well. Indeed, modern aviation remains one
of the safest forms of transportation
ever created.

But when highly automated systems
encounter rare or unexpected situations,
investigators must examine not only
human decisions but also the design
assumptions embedded within the tech-
nology itself. That requires transparency.
Transparency does not mean publishing
evary line of source code on the internet.
It does not mean eliminating intellectual
property protections. It does not mean
undermining innovation.

It means recognising that mass-casual-
ty events occupy a different category of
public interest. When a major technolog-
ical system fails and human lives are lost,
independent investigators should possess
the legal authority. technical access, and
institutional capacity necessary to examing
the relevant digital evidence. India should
begin preparing for this reality now. The
country has emerged as one of the world's
largest digital societies. Hundreds of mil-
lions of citizens rely daily on sophisticat-
ed technological infrastructure. India is
simultanepusly hecoming a major aviation
market, an Al adopter, 3 semiconductor
participant, and a significant player in the
global digital economy.

With that growth comes responsibility.

just as environmental regulations
evolved during the industrial age, new
accountability rameworks must evolve for
the software age. One possible principle is
straightforward: systems that exercise
substantial influence owver public safety
should be subject to independent forensic
examination after catastrophic failures.

Call it a digital autopsy. A rraditional
autopsy seeks to determine the cause of
death through scientific investigation. A
digital autopsy would seek to determine
the role played by software, automation,
data, system design, and algorithmic deci-
sion-making in a8 technological failure.
The objective would not be punishment.
The ohjective would be learning. Aviation
itseif became extraordinarily safe because
every accident generated knowledge thar
improved future systems. investigations
were designed not merely to assizn blame
but to prevent recurrence.

The same philosophy should guide
the software era. As artificial incelli-
gence becomes embedded within trans-
portation, healthcare, finance, energy,
and defense, society will increasingly
depend on technologies whose internal
logic is often inaccessible to the people
affected by them. That imbalance cannot
continue indefinitely.

Citizens should not be expected to
place blind trust in systems they cannot
examine., Governments should not be
forced to rely exclusively on corporare
explanations when investigating major
failures. Public confidence reqguires
independent verification.

Norbert Wiener understood this long
before the first commercial jet carried a
passenger or the first Al model processed
a prompt. His concern was never thar
machines would become malicious. His
concern was that human beings would
become dependent upon systems whose
complexity exceeded their ability
to supervise them.

Ome year after Flight 171, the most impor-
tant lesson may not ultimately concern avi-
ation at all. It may concemn transparency.

in the twenty-first century, power
increasingly resides in code, algorithms,
and digital infrastructure. When those
systems succeed, their benefits are extra-
ordinary. When they fil, understanding the
reasons cannot remain the exclusive priv-
ilege of those wha built them. The families
whao lost loved ones in Ahmedabad deserve
answers. Futura generations deserve safer
systems. And democratic societies deserve
the ability to independently investigate
technologies that increasingly shape life,
death, and everything in between. The age
of software — defined infrastructure
demands a new principle: when technol-
ogy becomes critical to public safety, the
truth behind its failures must never remain
locked behind a proprietary wall.

Thee weritesr i & physicist af (e Unbversity of Mesth
Caniisa oi Chaped Hl aned o colussist on Al
infrastrectume dad @obal systems
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Air NZ flights

® RI0 DE JANEIRO: Air New
Zealand is assessing the
viability of direct flights
to Indian cities, and the
recent free trade agree-
ment between New Zea-
land and India provides
increased opportunities
for people-to-people
connectivity, according to
the airline's CEQ, Nikhil
Ravishankar. rm1
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DXN: Aviation Gets Double Engine In NCR

As Noida International Airport Starts Operations, Delhi-NCR Flyer Capacity Hits 12cr, Giving Airlines Expansion Room

Shafaque.Alam
@timesofindia.com

Noeida: Delhi-NCR, already India’s
biggest aviation hub, became bigger
on Monday with flight services star-
ting at Noida International Airport.

Between big brother [GIA
and NTA, passenger capacity of
the two international airports
taken together is now around 12
crore per annum (10.8cr IGI and
1.2cr NIA first phase), giving the
megapolis the kind of capacity it
will need to cater to its growing
population, aspirations and eco-
nomic opporfunities. This does
not take into account Hindon ter-
minal in Ghaziabad, which will
continue to operate as a limited
third base, effectively making Del-
hi-NCR the only Indian metropoli-
tan region to have three operatio-
nal eivil airports. For compari-
son, after Navi Mumbai airport
opened last year, Mumbai's annu-

al flyer capacity rose to a maxi-
mum of around 7.5 crore,

NIA potentially has a huge
catchment because it does not just
cater to NCR but also western UP
districts. It hopes to, therefore, get
both business and leisure travellers.

The airport’s first touchdown
was an IndiGo flight from Luck-
now at 8.05 am, while its first com-
mercial departure was a Bengalu-
ruflight that took off at8.35am.In
between, a special flight carried
around 170 farmers, including 28
women, and some govt officers
from Noida to Lucknow. These we-
re farmers who gave land for the
airport. Unioncivilaviation mini-
ster Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu
flagged off thisspecial flight.

In Lucknow, chief minister Yo-
gi Adityanath met the farmers
and expressed gratitude to them
for their contribution in turning
Noida Airport into reality, “This
is a double-engine govt. It does

ANI Viden Grab

The first mund of arrwals at dea alrpurt on Monday

He also stressed the benefits the
cargo hub could bring to farmers by
providing dirvect aceess to interna-
tional markets for their produce,
"Whether it is vegetables, fruits,

what it says. It delivers on whate-
ver it promises, and in future too,
vouwillnot have to feel disappoin-
tedordisillusioned with the doub-
le-engine govt,” the CM said.

crops or fish, farmers will be able to
export their produce through the
cargo facility. A mango that sells for
Rs 50 per kg in the local market can
fetch Rs 800 to Rs 1,000 in internatio-
nal markets. Even after transporta-
tion costs, farmers can receive sig-
nificantly better returns for their
produce,” he said.

Naidu said that there is im-
mense possibility in Noida. “This
is why govt has developed this in-
ternational airport. This is a
catchment area. There is excite-
ment among people, industries
and airlines. In the coming days,
international flights will also
start from Noida.”

IndiGo did not share the total
footfall on the inaugural day, but
said that launching operations to
and from NIA marked a signifi-
cant milestone for the company in
further strengthening regional
connectivity and enhancing tra-
vel options for customers across

Delhi-NCR and western Uttar Pra-
desh. IndiGo will directly connect
the airport to over 16 destinations
across India.

Aloke Singh, chief strategy of-
ficer for IndiGo, said, “The ope-
ning of Noida International Air-
port marks a new chapter in Indi-
a's aviation story. Delhi-NCR now
joins a select group of global me-
gacities served by multiple air-
ports. For IndiGo, the privilege of
being the launch carrier at NIA is
more than a commercial milesto-
ne; it is a commitment to western
Uttar Pradesh, to the broader Del-
hi-NCR, and the millions of travel-
lers for whom this gateway opens
new possibilities. We are proud to
be here from day one.”

Christoph Schnellmann, vice-
chairman of Noida International
Airport, said, “Today is a proud
moment for evervone who has
contributed to making Noida In-
ternational Airport a reality We

are delighted to welcome our first
passengers and flight operations.
From the outset, our focus has
been on ecreating an airport that
combines operational excellence
with an outstanding customer
experience. We are excited thatIn-
diGo has launched operations at
the airport today, and we look for-
ward to providing passengers
with a smooth, hassle-free experi-
ence in an airport that reflects the
hospitality, culture and character
of thisregion.”

Actor Gul Panag was among
the passengers on the first direct
flight between Lucknow and
Noida. But it was a young passeng-
er, three-vear-old Safa Shakir Abid
dressed as a pilot, who was the
showstopper on Day 1 The
Mumbai-based family took the in-
augural flight from Lucknow to
Noida. They had done the same
last year when Navi Mumbai air-
port was inaugurated.
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Some For Work, Others For Memory:
Flying To Be Part Of Aviation History

From Tourists
To Influencers,
Everyone
Wanted A Seat

Meetikatha
@timesofindiacom

Noida: From influencers to
milestone tourists, many of
the Day 1 flyers in and out of
Noida airport did so 1o be
comea part of aviation histo
ry Taking the first commer
clal Night were also business
men and working executives
headel to Am
now andd Bengalur
Anjall (21
tasura] sy
dressed in matching white
and-hlue outlits mirmeing [n
diGa's livery, hoving planned
their look in advanee. Their
flight to Amritsar was ot
Mloam, ut the couple reac
hexd by Tam, travelling from
Bulandshahr to be among the
Mrst pssengers out of NIA
Anjali, who hiss around 10,000
Instagram followers, spent the
morning photographing and
filmingthe terminal
“lalways wanied (o irawel
ononeof thefirstfligh 1
here, 1t was my deeam,” ghe
snad. "It is history, and we are
partaf it," Deepaaid
yenr-old farmer Sa
chin Sagar of Thora village,
the carried a different
significance. His family had

FIRST FLYERS, LASTING MEMORIES oo

given land for thealrport pro
ject, and he had made himself
n guiet promise. On Monday
holding  his  two-year-old
daughtor as they prepared to
board a Dight to Amritsar, he
said: "When T gave my land

far the atrport, 1 Drsigined
that one dey my daughter
would take her first flight
from here. Todny that day has

come." The teddler spent the

wall waving at strangers.
Nearby siood Rani, travell-

ing 1o Lucknow Clutehing her
boarding pass snd looking

port from
member thisforeve

8

Mot everyome had a press
ing reason to travel. Manaj
Kumar.Jain, managing direc
tor of Decp Blue Express,
flew in from Lucknow with
o cular agendn. ~1 just
wanted to experience the

fret Night and be part of
opening day,” he snid.
Alshay Malhotra, an In
stagram influencer with fear
Iy 10 lnkh fodlowers, wason the
Amritsar-bound  fight  amd
cmme away impressed by the
o lows. [ have been lomany
F s, bt this felt like Tuxu-
(5% extremely comiortable
sofis, w greal view of the run-
way. There were good food out
lots tooe KIC, Subwoy™ he
said, adding that the lounge
wras ot aceeaadble and the bas
transfer to the sircraft was o

Harsh a busi
nessinon, was delighted by
something more mundan
iz hiig n the con
wevor belt by the time he reac-
head it, 1t is fun not having to
stand there staring
oneelsa's luggnge.” hesaid

Amnong the Mrsl departures
was Pintu Sharma of Kushing
gar. who boarded an IndiGo
Hight to Bengnluru before con:
necting to Malaysia, where e
works. “IG1 s forther away and
traffic congestion is always a
«l nge. | staved at my rels
tive's house in Kulesra fior aday
before taking the Dight from
here,” he sald, He usually flies
from 1GE but chose N1A for s
proximity to westorn UP The
jorrmey was not without n
hitch. Arriving by autorick
shaw with two relatives, Shar-
i ws stopped at th TR
and told the vehicle was not
permitted on campus. He walk
ed nearly a kilomet y the Lt
ryimal with his Jugs




fHRPUhFSAU!HUPHYEHWNUU&

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DELHT

16 JUNE 20286

Al1/1 crash exposes payout void for victims on ground’

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: When Air India fli-
ght A1171 crashed into the B J
Medical College hostel in Ah-
medabad onJunel2, 2025, it kil-
led 241 of the 242 people aboard
and 19 more on the ground,
among them were four me-
dical students having lunch in
their hostel mess. Though all
the 260 people killed were vic-
tims of the same acecident, un-
der Indian compensation laws,
they were not quite the same
kind of victims, say experts.
“Through the Carriage by
AirActand the Montreal Con-
vention regime, passengers
and their families benefit {r-
om astructured system of lia-
bility, insurance, and com-
pensation.  However, no
comparable statutory fram-
ework exists for persons on
the ground who become victi-
ms of aircraft accidents,” sa
id Safety Matters Foundation

SAME TRAGEDY BUT NOT QUITE SAME RELIEF

(SMF), anaviation safety non-
profit, in a letter to the avia-
tion ministry Sunday,

“Unlike passengers, com-
pensation for ground victims
presently depends largely
uponacombination of tort liti-
gation, insurance claims, sett-
lements and ex gratia payme-
nts,” the letter said.

The absence of a dedicated
statutory mechanism creates

uncertainty over liability, qu-
antum of compensation, time-
lines for relief, claims procedu-
res and access to justice. It re
guested govt to establish a sta-
tutory ‘Ground  Victims
Compensation Framework’',
introduce strict liability provi-
sions so vietims only need to
establish the injury, death or
property damage resulted fir-
om an aircraft accident, provi-

de mandatory interim com-
pensation within a prescribed
period, prescribe minimum
compensation standards, ete.
India’s Aircraft (Investig-
ation of Accidents and
Incidents) Rules explicitly in-
clude peopleon the ground in-
jured through contact withan
aireraft within the definition
of an accident. Along with
passengers, ground victims
are counted in the total tally
of the injured or dead, but no
legal document exists that re-
cognises their right to com-
pensation. In the days follo-
wing the AT 171 accident, the
Gujarat govt acknowledged it
had not vet decided on com-
pensation for those killed or
seriously injured (67) on the
ground. Later, AirIndiarelea-
sed interim payment of Rs 25
lakh to ground victims’ fami-
lies alongside passengers’.
But the amount paid to
ground victims' families was

more like ex gratia payment
and not legal entitlement.
Internationally too, the
problem is unresolved. The
1952 Rome Convention estab-
lished a system for compensa-
ting people on the ground who
suffer damage from a foreign
aircraft, but it did not gain wi-
despread acceptance. India
signed the convention but did
not ratify it. Following the 9/
11 terror attacks, the UN's In-
ternational Civil Aviation Or-
ganisation developed two up-
dated third-party liability
conventions adopted in Mont-
real in 2009. However, neither
treaty has received enough
ratifications to enter into for-
ce, But some countries have
legal frameworks in place,
such as Switzerland’s Avia-
tion Act, which imposes unli-
mited strict liability on any
aircraft operator, or Belgium,
which incorporated the Rome
Convention intonational law.
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IndiGo begins ops from Noida airport;
Chd Amritsar, Jammuget direct flights
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NEW DELHI, JUNE 15

Travellers from Chandigarh,
Amritsar, Jammu and
Dharamsala will now have
direet access to the NCR
through the newly inaugurat-
ed NoidaInternational Airport
at Jewar, as IndiGo became
the first airline to commence
commerdal operations from
the airport on Monday,

The first IndiGo flight kinded
at the Noida Intemational Air-
port from Tucknow at 7.58 am
thismoming, whilethe inaugni-
rl departire from the airport
was operated to Bengaluru,

In a symbolic pesture, 172
farmers, who parted with their
land for the prgect, and their
family members from the Jew-
ar region boarded the inaugn-

Achild dressed as a pilot at the Moids Internstional Airport in Jewar. /i

ral flight to Lucknow.

IndiGo will connect Noida
with more than 16 destinations
armss the country, The airport
15 also expected to Imprmove con-
nectivity for passengers from

Punjab, Himachal Pradesh
and Jammu and Eashmir,
Beginning July 1, TndiCGowill
operate a daily flight from
Chandigarh to MNoida, depart-
ing at 730 am and ariving at

8.35 am, while the retiim flight
will leave Noida at 6.10am. An
additional service will be intm-
dueed from July 13, with flights
on Mondays and Thesdays.
Amritsar will also receive
daily direct connectivity to
Noida. The flight from
Amritsar will depart at 11.55
am, while the fight will
leave Noida at 10,10 am.
Indi(Go has also scheduled
a daily service for Jammu
from June 16, The Noida-
Jammu flight will depart at
10,056 am, while the Jammu-

Noda service will take off

at 12,10 pm. The daily
Dharamsala-Neida flight will
depart at noon, while the
flight to Dharamsala will
leave Noida at 9.55 am.
Indigohas said that the new
network would provide one-

stop connectivity from Chandi-
parh, Amritsar Jammu and
Dharamsala to several cities,

IndiGoChief Strategy Officer
Aloke Singh said the opening
of the Noida airport marked a
newchapterin India's aviation
sector Noida Intemational Air-
port Vice-Chairman Chrstoph
Schnellmann said IndiGo's
operations would provide pas-
senpers with preater conven-
ience and travel choices,

The armport’s expansion
plans are also set to gather pace
guickly. The first domesticcar-
go fight fromthe new arport 15
scheduled to operate on June
17. Alkasa Air wall become the
second carrier o launch opera-
tions from Jewar on June 16.
Air India Express would also
begin services shortly, said the
aitport operaton
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