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International agencies reach
Gujarat to assist in crash probe

Downloading and analysing black box could take four or five davs; representatives from US. and UK. agencies arrive in
Ahmedabad: UN norms state that a country probing an accident should produce a preliminarv report within 30 days

Jagriti Chand

AHMEDABAD

epresentatives  of
several  interna-
tional investigating

agencies have reached Ah-
medabad to assist India’s
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) with
the investigation into last

week's Air India Boeing 787
crash that killed 241
aboard.

They include represen-
tatives from the top investi-
gating agency of the U.S.
for transport accidents,
the National Transporta-
tion Safety Board (NTSB);
the civil aviation watchdog
of the US., the Federal
Aviation  Administration
(FAA): and the U.K.s Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA),
multiple sources said. A
team of the aircraft manu-
facturer Boeing is also ex-
pected to participate in the
investigation,

Among those Killed in
the crash were 53 Britons,
seven Portuguese nation-
als and one Canadian citi-
zen. The remaining 181
were [ndians, including 12
crew members.

The Principal Secretary
1o Prime Minister, P.K. Mis-
hra, visited the crash site
and the B] Medical College
where the bodies had been
brought to. He discussed
the ongoing relief, rescue,
and investigation efforts
during a high-level review

Close scrutiny: Investigators after visiting the Air India plane crash site in Ahmedabad on Sunday. ap

meeting with senior offi-
cials from the Central and
State governments, the
AAIB, and the Airports
Authority of India.

The AAIB retrieved the
digital flight data recorder
(DFDR) a day after the June
12 erash from the accident
site, the B.J. Medical Col-
lege hostel campus. The
next steps involve “milk-
ing” the data from the
cockpit voice recorder
(CVR) and DFDR, which to-
gether make up the black
box. Milking implies down-
loading of raw data, which
could take up to 25 hours
for the DFDR and two
hours for the CVR. After
this, the data will be ana-
lysed to interpret flight pa-
rameters such as speed

and angle of artack. The
two exercises could take
up to four to five days, said
a former senior investiga-
tor of the AAIB.

During the air crash in-
volving an Air India Ex-
press aircraft at the Calicut
International  Airport in
August 2020, the black box
was sent to the US. be-
cause the AAIB did not
have its own facility.

In April 2025, Civil Avia-
tion Minister K. Rammo-
han Naidu inaugurated a
DFDR & CVR Laboratory at
the AAIB headquarters in
New Delhi. A question-
naire sent to the Civil Avia-
tion Ministry on Sunday
seeking details of where
this data would be down-
loaded, among others, re-

e —— )

mained unanswered. The
former official quoted
above said the AAIB did
not have a Boeing 787
“type trained” investigator
until at least 18 months
ago.

He felt that such an ex-
pertise could only come
from Air India, which is the
only airline to fly this type
of aircraft in the country,
but deputing its personnel
may imply a conflict of in-
terest. He said that the
AAIB may have to look
overseas for such exper-
tise.

The Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau is an of-
fice attached to the Civil
Aviation Ministry. It investi-
gates accidents and serious
incidents involving aircraft

weighing over 2,250 kg.

According to standards
laid down by the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organ-
ization (ICAQ), the UN avia-
tion safety watchdog, the
state probing an accident
or incident is expected to
produce a preliminary re-
port within 30 days.

“A publicly available fi-
nal report is encouraged to
be produced by the state in
charge of the investigation
within 12 months of the ac-
cident, says Annex 13 of
the ICAO’s Convention on
International Civil Aviation
(Chicago Convention),
which provides standards
for accident investigations.
As per Annex 13, the state
of occurrence is responsi-
ble for the investigation
and controls the release of
all information regarding
the probe.

The NTSB had earlier
said in a press statement
on X that as per interna-
tional protocols under the
ICAO, all information on
the investigation will be
provided by the Govern-
ment of India.

The government has al-
s0 constituted a separate
committee  under the
Chairmanship of the Home
Secretary, which will re-
commend standard oper-
ating procedures to pre-
vent air accidents, as well
as guidelines for emergen-
cy response involving mul-
tiple stakeholders.
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inspected, says Naidu

Neha LM Tripathi

letters @himdustant imes ¢om

NEW DELHI: Eight out of the
total 34 Boeing 787 Dreamliner
aircraft in the Indian fleet have
been ins Union civil avia-
tion minister Bam Mohan Naidu
said on Saturday while address-
ing the media on the June 12
crash of Air India flight 17L

“As per extended surveillance
ordered by the DGCA on Friday,
eight of the total 34 B787 have
already been inspected,” he said.

To be sure, Air India had 34
Boeing 787 airframes in its fleet
before the crash. IndiGo has a
787-9 aircraft, but with a foreign
registration.

The crash of the London Gat-
wick-bound Air India flight from
Ahmedabad claimed the Lives of
241 out of 242 people onboard
the Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner.

The jet crashed moments
alter taking ofl on Thursday aft-
ernoon, marking the worst air

tragedy in the country in three
decades. Officials said at least 50

others were injured in the medi-
cal college hostel where the jet

crashed.
While the minister did not

comment on the result of the
inspections, people familiar with
the matter said no 1ssues had
been detected.

“Air India B787-8 aircraft New
to Paris-Delhi, and Delhi-
Ahmedabad route without any
issues before the crash,” said
civil aviation secretary Samir
Kumar Sinha.

“The crash happened at
1.40pm and a team of DGCA

(Directorate General of Civil Avi-

Air India had 34 Boe
12 crash in Ahmedabad.

ation), BCAS (Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security), AAL (
Authority ol India), CISF (Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force)
and mysell reached the crash
site around 6pm until when the
fire was doused by local authori-
ties.” Sinha said.

The airline separately said
that the checks could lead to
delays on certain long-haul

routes,
“Some of these checks could

lead to higher turnaround time
and potential delays on certain
long-haul routes espedally those
to airports with operating cur-
fews. Customers will be duly
notified about any delays,” the
airline said in a poston X.

The government issued an

order on Saturday stating that a
high-level multi-disciplinary
committee, headed by the

Union home secretary, will canmy
out a broader review of the inci-

787 Dreamliner aircraft prior to the June

RELTERS

dent.

While Naidu said that the
committee will have a "holistic”
approach, he remained bight-
lipped on the progress of the
investigation.

Later in the day, Air India
announced an interim compen-
sation of ¥25 lakh for the fami-
lies of those whao lost their lives
in the June 12 Ahmedabad plane
crash. The reliel package comes
in addition to the 1 crore
already announced by the par-
ent company, lata Group.

“To provide immediate Hinan-
cial support, Air India will be
making an interim payment of
125 lakh, or approximately
£21,000 to each of the families of
the deceased and also to the sur-
vivor. This is in addition to the ¥
¢crore, oOr approximately
£85 000, already committed by
Tata Sons,” said Campbell Wil-
son, CEO and MD of Air India.



L

¥ - -
IO [Aa=ass gifasyo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUOSTAN TIMES

PATNA

15 JUNE 2025

Checks done on nine
Boeing 787s: Air India

HT Correspondent

l@tter 4@ hindustanlimed cam

NEW DELHI: Air India on Satur-
day said it has done one-time
safety checks on nine of its Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliners and is on
track to complete the checks on
the remaining 24 planes as
directed by the Directorate
General of Civil Awviation
(DCGA).

In the wake of the fatal crash
of Air India's Boeing 787-8
plane in Ahmedabad on Thurs-
day, the DCGA on Friday
ordered enhanced safety
checks of the aircraft fleet.

Air India has 33 Boeing
787-8/9 planes.

“Some of these checks could
lead to higher turnaround time
and potential delays on certain
long-haul routes especially
those to airports with operat-
ing curfews, Customers will be
duly notified about anv delays.”
the airline said in a post on X.

The airline said it is in the
process of completing the one-
time safety checks directed by
DGCA.

“These checks are being car-
ried out on the Boeing 787 fleet
as they return to India, before

The airline had 26 legacy Boeing 787-8s and seven Boeing 787-9s

inits fleet..

being cleared for their next
operation,” it added.

“Air India has completed
such checks on nine of the Boe-
ing 787 aircraft and are on
track to complete this process
for the remaining 24 aircraft
within the timeline provided by
the regulator,” the airline said.

The carrier had 26 legacy
Boeing 787-8s and seven Boe-
ing 787-9s in its fleet.

241 out of the total 242 peo-
ple were killed when an Air
India Boeing 787-8 dreamliner

REUTERS

from Ahmedabad to London
Gatwick crashed moments

after taking off on Thursday

afternoon, marking the worst
air tragedy in the country in
three decades.

Of the total people 242 peo-

ple on board - 230 passengers
and 12 crew members - only |
survived; officials said.
At least 50 people were injured
in the medical college hostel
where the jet rammed into as it
turned into a fireball, they
added.

Civil aviation secretary
Samir Kumar Sinha said, "Air
India B787-8 aircraft flew to
Paris-Delhi, and Delhi- Ahmed-
abad route without anv issues
before the crash,”

The government on Saturday
stated that a high-level muld
disciplinary committee headed
by the home secretary has been
formed.

It will consist of heads from
the DGCA, BCAS, secretary of
civil aviation, a representative
from the Gujarat home depart-
ment, a representative from the
state disaster response author-
ity, police commissioner of
Ahmedabad, the director gen-
eral (DG), Inspection and Safety
of the Indian Air Force, DG of
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity. DG of the aviation regula-
tor- the DG of Civil Aviation,
special director of Intelligence
Bureau (IB), and the director of
directorate of Forensic Science
Services.

The committee has been
formed to have a “holistic”
approach to the investigation,
said civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu,

With PTI inputs
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At Surat airport, uneasy coexistence of
helght obstacles and flight operations

ﬂ«hmﬁuflndka com

Surat: The Flight Al 171
crash in Ahmedabad has
brought air transport ha-
zards into the spotlight.

The airport in Surat has
been subject to neglect in
this regard for decades. It
first took a public movement
tomake the airport operatio-
nal, while later gaining noto-
riety when it became per-
haps the only airport where
an aircraft hit a buffalo on
the runway.

There are shrimp farms
near the airport on one side,
which attract birds, and an
underground gas pipeline
on the other side which pre-
ventsthe runway from being
extended.

Another issue concer-
ningcitizens and hampering
full-fledged operations is ne-
arby buildings allegedly bre-
aching the Height Obstacle
Surface — an imaginary sur-
faceextendingoutwards and
upward {rom the runway —
within which can pose a ha-
zard to aircraft. This matter
is now being adjudicated in
court.

The developers of the bu-

Gaarang oshi

BUILDING HEIGHT AND FLIGHT HAZARDS

lldings concerned sav they
followed all the proper pro-
cedures and while the buil-
dings still stand, flight ope-
rations also continue

The helght obstacles are
i concern for the aviation
fraternity and for those who
campaigned to make the air-
port operational. There have
been many representations
and discussions among sta-
keholders, but no solution
has been found.

"A few of these buildings
were developed even after

the height issue came to
light. How did the authoriti-
es permit the development
of these buildings? This
highlights the negligence of
the authorities,” sald Sanjay
Jain, a member of the group
*We Work for a Working Air-
portat Surat’.

Top Surat Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC) officials we-
re not available for com-
ment. The SMC issues ‘Buil-
ding Use' (BU) permission
after a building is found to
comply with standards and

get approval from all the aut-
horities concerned. These
builldings allegedly brea-
ching the airport's Height
Obstacle Surface have BU
certilicates,

On the lack of clear gui-
delines on development aro-
und the airport, aviation en-
thusiast Rajesh Modi, said,
“Why have the lve Obstacle
Limitation Surface surveys
not been done for the full
length of both runways, ex-
isting and proposed? If they
are not doing the survey for
the full length, the *No Objec-
tion’ certificate application
svstem restrictions should
he scrapped.”

Developers of various
buildings facing the height
obstacle issue say they built
the structures after getting
the approval from the Air
ports Authority of India
(AAL.

“All the buildings have
the required approvals. We
submitted documents to the
concerned authorities to
prove our claims. Only after
obtaining the necessary cle-
arances and approvals did
we construct the buildings,”
said Shivlal Ponkia, a deve-
loper.
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BNHS flags flight hazard from
Kites, bats at HAL airport

MRITYUNJAY BOSE
MUMBAI, DHNS

mid debates on air safe-
ty and bird hits in the
ake of the Dreamliner

crash at Ahmedabad, a team
ofthe Mumbai-headquartered
Bombay Natural History Soci-
ety (BNHS) is inspecting the
HAL airport in Bengaluru for
the problems it is facing from
kites and bats.

The HAL airport is crucial
for Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd
as the airfield and testing facili-
ty areused by armed forcesand
fornon-scheduled generaland
business aviation as well as VIP
and VVIP movement.

On Friday, BNHS director
Kishor Rithe, a veteran con-
servationistand naturalist, led
theinspectionsat HAL airport
along with a senior scientist of
BNHS, Dr P Sathivaselvem,
who is also heading a Central
Asian Flyway Programme.

“What we have noticed is a
matter of concern and needs
urgent attention fromthe local

civic authority,” Rithe told DH
on Saturday.

The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP) will
have to play a key role in ad-
dressing the issue, he said. Ac-
cording to him, the civicadmin-
istration i1s hardly giving any
priorityin addressing them.

“The airport is very impor-
tant for defence operationsand
test flights. Various effective
solutions were explored dur-
ing theinspection,” Rithe said,
adding that to start with, the
first thing that needs to be ad-
dressed is the sewage/garbage
problem inside and around
the HAL airport. “This is the
source of the problem,” hesaid.

“Drainage and sewage
around and within the airport
attract birds. Plastic garbage,
food waste and meat shops are
attracting kites and crows. We
have alsoseen pigeonsin good
numbers,” he said.

“HAL had outsourced a
study to a private consultancy
firm which suggested translo-
cating kitesand bats from HAL
airport. HAL authorities had
approached Karnataka For-
est Department with the SOP
for translocating them. KFD
has asked HAL to obtain the
scientific and technical SOP
from BNHS for translocation.
A BNHS team visited HAL air-
port forinspection,” Rithe said.
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British Navy’s fighter jet
makes emergency landing
at airport in Kerala capital

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

An F-35 Lightning II fighter
jet of the British Navy
made an emergency land-
ing at the Thiruvananthap-
uram International Airport
in Kerala on Saturday
night.

The stealth aircraft, a
part of the Royal Navy’s
Queen Elizabeth Class car-
riers, is believed to have ta-
ken off from a British air-
craft carrier operating in
the Indian Ocean region.

According to sources,
the pilot issued a distress
signal on Saturday night
following low fuel. Soon af-
ter the request, the airport
authorities declared a full-
scale emergency, and the
jet landed safely without
any incident.

The British authorities
later changed the crew of
jet. They brought in anoth-
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Troubleshooting mode: The British F-35 fighter jet seen parked
at the Thiruvananthapuram airport on Sunday. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

er pilot, who has been al-
lowed to stay at the airside
of the airport.

The flight radar details
show that the aircraft is-
sued an emergency tran-
sponder code, SQUAWK
7700, for a few seconds
around 9 p.m. off the coast
of Thiruvananthapuram.
The authorities have not
disclosed details of the ori-
gin and destination of the
flight.

The jet is expected to
take off once the Defence
Ministry issues clearance.

In a statement, a de-
fence spokesperson said:
“It's a normal occurrence
of diversion by the F-35.
The Indian Air Force (IAF)
is fully aware and has facil-
itated the aircraft for flight
safety reasons. All assis-
tance is being given, and
IAF is in coordination with
all agencies.”
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The British F-35B fighter jet made an emergency landing at the
Thiruvananthapuram International Airport in Kerala.

British F-

308 jet

makes emergency
landing in Kerala

Vishnu Varma
letters@hindustantimes.com

KOCHI: A British F-35B fighter
jet made an emergency landing
at the Thiruvananthapuram
International Airport in Kerala
on Saturday alter reportedly
running low on fuel, officials
aware ol the matter said on
Sunday.

According to an official at
the airport, the F-35B sought
permission from the airport
authorities and landed safely
around 9.30pm. “The jet is cur-
rently at the airport and refuel-
ling has been completed. It will
be allowed to depart after req-
uisite permission is received
from the relevant authorities,”
the official said on condition of
anonymity.

On Sunday, the Indian Air
Force (IAF) issued a statement,
stating that it is “fully aware” of
the development and that it
facilitated the aircraft for
“safety reasons”. “Normal
occurrence of diversion by
F-35, IAF fully aware and facili-
tated the aircraft for flight
safety reasons. All assistance
being given, and IAF is in coor-
dination with all agencies,” the
statement said.

The jet reportedly took off
from the HMS Prince of Wales,
the UK Royal Navy’s flagship
aircraft carrier. The HMS
Prince of Wales is part of the
UK's Carrier Strike Group, cur-
rently operating in the Indo-Pa-
cific, which recently conducted
a maritime exercise with the
Indian Navv. “"8INSTabar with

submarine and P8I aircraft of
#IndianNavy participated in a
Passage Exercise in the North
Arabian Sea on 09 and 10 Jun
25 with HMS Prince of Wales
and HMS Richmond from UK
Carrier Strike Group,” the
Indian Navy said in a post on
June 11.

According to the official
cited above, the aircraft sought
permission from the Thiruvan-
anthapuram airport’s Air Tral-
fic Control for landing around
9.20pm. "An emergency was
declared at the airport and nec-
essary measures were taken for
the safe landing of the jet. Sub-
sequently, the jet landed
around 9.30pm,” the official
said.

A retired IAF officer said
that such incidents are rare,
but not unprecedented. "The jet
may have been airborne for
routine {lying as part of its
training exercise. Once air-
borne, the pilot may have faced
an emergency and perhaps
wasn't in a position to go back
to the mothership (aircraft car-
rier),” he said on condition of
anonymity.

Though the reason behind
the ﬂmerﬁenw landing was yet
to be confirmed, the IAF officer
noted that the reported reason
of low fuel was “unlikely” as
military jets accounts for such
factors. "Once the ATC gave
permission, the jet may have
landed. But to be airborne
again, the jet's pilot and AAI
will have to take clearance
from the defence and civil avia-
tion ministries.” he added.
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DIAL expects minimum
disruptions as IGIA
runway closed for upgrade

New Diefhi: One of the four run
ways at the Indwa Gandhi
International Auport { KA N
el sas closed lor repar work
on Serdyy. dlecting at beass 400
(Tihts,

With Rumaaw' 10125 closad ndl
September 15 India’s busiest air-
PO SO PECT A0 1O Soe A U ons
o the next Biree months.

Videh Kurmsar Jai pursag CEO,
Delhi  Intemational Aimord
Lemuted (DIAL), whech operates
the airport, had carfier said that
the daly Bight cancellstion rate,
dueto the repair work, was o
pecied o goup from 3-35% 1w
255 wisch he sasd was "ot o

gh,

DAL saidir haswaorked closety
ower the past few wee ks with avi
ation athontes and ardines an
ot adpistments ina i abid w
avoid arepeas of the dssuptions
in April when unéxpecied
weat her events due to sudden
Change s i wand palteams aoupled
wiith Lhe rumvay closuse led w
(TS da:.;h:{_th mnsto & H‘ELI op-
eratons and pubBc anliceEm.

Asof 930 pm, 437 depaning
flights laced an averee delay of
13 manutes onSunday, acconding
o Fightrada 24

Onaverage, 1450 8ights oper-
ateclaly fom the IGIA. ENS
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Al-171 FLIGHT DATA RECORDER HOLDS KEY

Video offers clues to equipment-linked

SUKALP SHARMA
& ANILSASI
NEW DE|HLJUNE 15

A VIR of the Lst monmenis of
the doomed Al India Boeinyg
TR -8 pould clffer new insight
inio the Ahmedabad crash dll
e e e Plse el recoad s
PR bdata s analsed.

The wdeo, shot by Class 12
Lhadent and amaleur forrace
photog raptier Aryan Asen, could
challenge a few thegries doing
i e o Wbl maght e
bedl 1o the v, thed ead eyt din
aster fwolving an ndan adine
i dlecades amd the waorld's Flesa
crash ol 2 Boewng 787

While aviation experts dad
speculile whether the APU
| Al ary Poswees Ut ) o HAT
R Adr Tarbine | - both emer
B PORAET LT PR il ailr -
crall - were deploved. the
clearsy video sourced directly
Irumme Aeirds plboee sovns tosue
e it n bt the BUAT wans dowrn, Thae
Pl o W vl The Soe 4 i
wrvin bes O toc o boud b -
compan ird by the lgthl going
our, ard then agreen g bt com-
eng i e cabin And tHhe cap-
Laim s yeday call

It baeng oo ul o b inchic armve
of 2 vy hatch promy wary amd

s AT by deplonped ane-
it cally, 4 regul alory souree
saldd, while adding rhat theve
coubd beother tiggersiora ool
soyimie] B

[t KAT 4 etsen iy 2w mnd
L b e Socated | asd behind e
lanchng gear console That de
ploys into e alrstrean o pen-
P DOweT Ontly wihe pramary
Aot s el iy povwer Solines
Lad The AFL e emaller turbsse
engine, tymecally Mocated in e
Ll s o of the aineall. thal
provides elearical and pnen
FAlc POWSET T Vanous of-
baoard systems

Now, 2 dud endine (ale s
ThE peet -of- e oemt, Bur if
fhe RAT dephorged, f meins e
Wil A LN e EeTy - elthe
4 ot elecerica | falbure, a dehill-
Lot Peentrans e Taibare, o 4ol
engine Lil ure or Acom nation
al thesedr o rhoes. v
the appeamance of not sufficen
[t and loss of thrust, the dual-
eiis et Ldilure fheaiy, Wl
MLLTY ELperts edrlaey S was
frool pefohabihe Pt Sl eidet|
by prossalide, conbd Doy well be
A feading question for imvestis
Loy 1o Lok Inan

At a med i briefmg Satord gy
ChlAviation Minister X Ram
Wiohan Makd b s that it -
oo s veouilcd o k at Al the the

Videograbslows Al 171
sEarts sinking moments
after takeol! [rom
Almedab ad arport. Fgor

orles doing the round s To be
-.u:'e.uhru]rmh--.luuup:u any
conchodion 15 ot B ol il
video evidence, (o msider ing air-

3 T are edrernely o firbcated
aid commgde s sriac b oes and de-
e ] s ko e S
GO N8 3T reguired LoD Jscerian
e exanl cane oF oo amaliom
of causes. All that the cleares
viden now aval b e does, hiow-
ever. |s provide inwstgatons

DELHI

with acrocialclne

Fuel contam inatson o clog
ang of fuel can lead 1o the en-
gire= B st leadine (o a
siiclide o shut o own. A source A
Ehee aby port o | nedic et that e
foedling took kore e Sul usial
A 43 rreniutes |, w A ewothers
i ated dhur thiswas not raally
31 OUE-0F =i Re=Oramany Oocn
e {or 4 lose-disland e mili
it nal flght with full lnad

Corsld 11 have been ird
ko T The Pootaee availalde so
L does noseam o sugres Sl
Although the Abmedabad air-
poft has O gher- 1= meT e
ount of bind hits compared
SUIVET AR b I Coint iy, of
wiald avain b a rarest -of e
event for a red Ao disable
Bt h eng ks logether So lag
there s no evidence o spges|
suich a significant bird strikee, res-
et | minrhial kool aee ol The an
dent, nor at the atrficld in the
o of hird carcasses

Corming (o the RAT deploy
L, the device &5 4 list mesor
for rroadding e frmyerto e
atrcralt when everything ehe
Gaifa. Boar che BRAT 43 more aseful
at haghe r or crad simg altitudes
giving the pilovts enough time i
Land at the Closcsl avall able alr
Bkl MEithieEr Dme nos AT
wais avadlabde ta the pdots of

16 JUNE 2025

Dt A-T01 Thee plaee huad jus
fied olf the ronway and wis
tarely at an altitude off G35 feet
AN ol S of Afrmieda bad

e s 2Ot e o v -
coted for = beforne o crashed
wi il n moments

Theodds thal anaviation ac
adent has a sareg e Lrigger ae
e, ard orashes usually e a
we e of Hharses tha ety o o
LD O O kel to anotl e

The one Lhing that ex perfs
WERTE I P OO Y0
before Asarl’s Clearer video
emerged was that the Liading
gearol ATV wa s doown and
flaps wene pedfigps not rececad,
e || e theaiicralt dimted afl
the umwvase The positulity of an
e rorseous et raction of theflaps,
inses] of the pel, Wwas 4 poasi-
ity that sormne were pointing
w. The apparent adk of L.
o et hing tharthe eyle suryor
aitested 10 when he said the
plane seemezd o hang mid-=air
iw* vie pomne down, sevned 0
ateet o thes theooy. Thie RAT de-
ploy TS Dok, Chan el of
s ertanely

From the avallabke videoa
the mateof rotation | the ot
pull ling hack a yoke ar centre
ik to L the nose whaeel off Lhe
grosin] dunne rakealf) AN
i have been [me, o e yrnd o

emergency, likely power backup deployment

carmage ot Doy |ifesd g de-

spile e areralt being alrhorne
IS WheEn Ihings seem o have
ylirted fomg wronpe The L
g gEar should have been re-
tracted by the fime e ancran
ol 100 (et aBer L “pan
ey rate” al chimb s achieved
whichiswhen the captain gives
e “@eAr Wp comumana o he
io-grilol For refeacteey fhie Lt
g pear. The gear being down
alonz with moormrect wine flap
conlguraton, toeether would
beasd 1o msufficen li coupled
vilth sgrulcant drag, Even. par-
tal lovs of thro s contld Binve g
tangialy impacted the [t given
it e pear wasdowin The
pdots paulling the nose wp (o
vatreds the end seems 1o sogged
a despeerate move & the terran
wirnng would ve started
sourding inthe cockpit

Vhde thie FIE Bas heen

fou el aret will cortainly provide
deep kg e ento the reasons of
it o, e offuer Bl hox
cockpit voice recorder | CVR ) -
WU b b eI | O T | R
tpation the detasls of the pliots
b i with et other and
thee i orad i control will ame rpe
oy i, and = well 1he detadl sod
the warming s and alarms (Bl
vt o bee o sout naded i the
ook ol befose the (i) c sk
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Fuel trouble

forces UK’s

F-35to land
In Kerala

Timaes News Nerwors

New Delhi/Thiruvanan-
thapuram: A [ffth-genera-
tion stealth F-35 fighter jet op-
erating {rom an aircraft carri-
er of the UK in the Indian
Ocean made an emergency
landing at the Thiruvanan-
thapuram international air-
port in Kerala after running
low on fuel on Saturday night.

The F-358, specifically
designed for short take-off
and vertical landing, had
taken off from the deck of
HMS Prince of Wales for a
sortie but could not land
back, possibly due to bad
weather, and then sought as-
sistance from Indian author-
ities. Theairportdeclaredan
emergency to ensure the ad-
vanced fighter landed safely.

"It was a normal occur-
rence of diversion by the F-35
in such a situation. The Indi-
an Air Forcefacilitated the jet
landing at Thiruvananthapu-
ram for flight safety reasons.
Allassistanceisbeinggivento
the F-35, with IAF coordinat-
ing with other agenciles,” a de-
fence official said.
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GNIDA offers
housing plots
near airport

Shafague. Alam@timesofindia.com

Noida: Greater Noida Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) has unvelied a premium gro
up housing plot scheme near the upcoming Noj-
da International Airport, with the largest parcel
commanding a reserveprice of Ks152 crore.

The Authority has put three prime plots on
the auction binck through e-bidding — 18,2158qm
inSector Muwithareserveprice ol Rs97 crore, a
S0000sgm plot in Sigma I with a reserve price
of K5 152 crore, and a 3.998sqm land parcel in Alp-
ha [ with a base priceof Rs25crore,

Olficials saild these parcels wenre strategically
located near the upcoming alrport and offered
excellent connectivity to both the eastern and
western dedicated freight corridors, as well as
the Noida and Yamuna expressways. The proxi
mity to the airport in Jewar, which is likely to be
operational soon, Isexpected todrive substantial
demand for residential properties in the region.

“Once the airport starts operations, it will
significantly enhanece regional and internatio-
nal connectivity, creating a housing demand
from professionals inaviation, logistics, hospi
tality, and allied sectors who prefer iving close
to thelr workplace. That way, Greater Nolda is
an attractive proposition, offering more spa-
cious and affordable living options compared
toother Delhi-NCR localities,” anofficial sald.

According to the scheme document, sie-
cessiil bidders must depos(t 10% of the prems-
Um as earnest money with their applications
The remaining 90% should be paid within 90
tdavsof recelving the allotment letter

Thescheme, launched on Friday, will acoept
registrations till July 4. Successful bidders will
receive possession within30days of allotment,
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Airline staff held
for smuggling
gold at airport

Mumbai: An airline crew
member was arrested by the
Directorate of Revenue Intel-
ligence (DRI) along with a je-
weller from Dadar for smugg-
ling 1,373 grams of gold worth
Rs141crorefromthe USA. Ac-
ting on specific intelligence,
the officials of the DRI Mum-
bai unit intercepted Girish
Pimple after he arrived from
New York at Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj International
Airport in Mumbaion Thurs-
day His personal and baggage
search did not yield any re-
sults; however, the officials fo-
und him hiding a packet near
the side of a sofa placed near
the baggage services area.
Upon opening the packet, the
officials found six pieces of
vellow metal weighing 1,373

ETAINS. TNN
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Post Al crash, Govt begins
work on aviation safety plan

T
Rohit Vaid
Mo Do i

The Centre has szarmed work
of & “comprehonsive national
civi] avianion safery plan™ rhar
will bring key dhanges 1o the
mndustry’s current  etandard
Teml wedures
(SOPs J"ﬂ s-r.um:lu:: vokd
ﬂruﬂumbm'

Ar present. India onder
ICACY's gusdance has made a
Natiomal Aviation Safery Plan
(NASP) 2U24-Z4. However,
the new comprehensive plan,
sources sald, go bevond the
NASF and will also be a partofl
the Natomal Chil Aviation
Policy.

Aceordingly, the 1 will
have 2 ne];-lﬁ:r &t nﬁ:n!?]uﬂ as

Norbly, the safery me
comnes days after the devastas-
kg crash of Alr India's
Ahmedabad-Garwick fight

Bessdes, sounoes cited the
necessity of such a plan was
“Felt in Hght of the moassive
growdh” u% the sector in terms
of passenger numbers, alr
poETs and atrcerafT.

“Since 2017, there have

bocn m:ddmﬁ. and commix

FLIGHT PATH. Will relock at SOPs, airport design, maintenance checks, among others

FROBE LAUNCHED. The Centre has constituted a commat t=e,

headed by the Union Mome Secretany, o investigate the
Ahmedabad cranh in detad wuie

ees have been formed after
each Incidenr These commit
e’ findings and recom-
mendarions .Llungwi:hﬂfcw
m-:pe-m adviee on The

. drerafT, hUﬁ.
uumﬂunce checks, etc., will
e vaken Inro consideration
while forming the plan”™
sources wld besdnessling,

EXFERTS CALLED
e will be calling in s
froen insrirures like I[m
the industry, and other stake-
holders who might have valu-
ahle Insights into how 1o re-
form our current systems so
that safety becomes the core
of India’s prowth In chil
avistion ™

AS por Sources, many as
pects, such 38 the develop-
ment of soff landing areas

BN AIrPOITS, PASEgEr eniry

amd oot procedures, moin-
tenance, the role af security
agencies and the fundtion of
instirures, will be pe-
viewed and rovised
“The first step in the for-
mulation of this plan & the
hugh-level nmkhiu.-:lplhmn
commirres (on i
Ahmedabad air crash), which
has been formed o look at
gafery sses on a holistic
basis
The recommendarions of
this commimee and from
other ar instirations
will then be used 1o war game
emergency scenarios 0 fur-
ther refine our SOPs and have
absohure coordinanion
between all levels of aviaton
agencies, and
stakehnlders™ “Indiks  has
some of the worlkd's best regu-
larions in place. However, we

want Lo stre thyem fur
ther =0 that India becomes
the powerhouse of the global
aviation indusrey ™

Besides, souwrces sald the
pew plin will tackle lssues
ach a9 manpower deploy-
metil for alrcrall inspections
and accideny lnvestigations.

“The pan will be futuristic
i pagwre because it will deal
with not just roday's require
ments bur also those in the
coming vears. We need to act
now o fulfil the expecred de
meand and need for safe opers-
thons,” sources sald.

“Aspects such 48 man-
power reqeirements and the
peed Enr:“q ment will be
taken care of by this docu-

ment (plan)."”

PANELTO MEET TODAY
Meanwhile, the Cenmre's
high-level commiriee 1sslared
tomeet on Monday,

Last week, Civil Avition
Minister Ram Mohan Naldo
said the Centre has consti-
tuted thecommittee, which is
headed by the Home Secret-
ay, G examine the
Alymedabad crash in detadl In
addizion, the committee will
Letlode aviaTion « _acri-
dent lywestigators and legal
advisors as itdecms it
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Air India crash:
Ex-Capjarat CM
identified throwerh
DNA testing

]
Owr Bureaw

(Ll e il T

A penul of &2 badies of pes
scngers.  inchebng Formes
:'lll_q-.lr.'lr Cluief Mimister % L&y
Eupani illed inthe Alr Indi
aircraft crash in Ahmedabad,
e been Wdentifed ofer
their DNA smples matched
on Sumcay,

Lijjamr government dm
scunced one by mourning
on Momnday &5 5 mark of re
spect fior the former O The
sational fag will be Sown a
malf masr el Tl lckenps amad
o officml events will he held
on the dey.

tm Somdsy, Hamh
Langima, Lujarar Home Mis
mserrold medis tha: the e
mains of the former M will
o mkien 1o s homatmen in
Fagoor bw e abcraft on
Sonday i 1230 pm The
family members will be
cluming the body from the
hospital ot 1140 am, mex
day. The Bnal raes will be
meldmmrhe e Crng

2o far 250 hiood samples
of iclatives have booo taden
s [VNA resTing. O rhe bod
s Weomihed, 7 have been
.'E.IIILrI:IJ e 1 Ll'll.' TS
kim Thes I7 hoailes are in
addition 1o B bodics thar
e eirendy Been  emaoed
over without 3 DNA idest
SCEE R e CHbclals
i ol the 21 passengers
have besn oontaced snd
DXA samples of anly ture
foregn nationak are vt o
be collected. The relarives of
thess {oredgn nEtaonals are
expected to srmve ot the hee
Pl on Mondary,

Meoapwhile, oves gauns,
e huding those from the UK
mnd the US, ooncmee Lo Scan
the sviders sie in
Ahmedabad A temm from
Boemng abo visaed the crash
I
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Airline industry hits an air pocket

JET LAG. Rocked by supply chaln woes and tariffs, aviation sector banks on digitisation and decarbonisation to steady itself

= —1
Enersk Phadnis

Jobal airfmes hatrling supply

choin challenges amd Trade

tesioas are relving oo dam

brsaghts to optimise fud bum
anid manimece rhe mpan of el on
their operanions.

Arccord 499 billion ravellers are ex
pecied todly, biting ghotal aicine revenue
angd ot priis o 3023, brtewoat ool Adr

rangport Assactanon [IATA)] 259 in i1
hitess (nrecesr arirs snnua| genemi mess
mp, o D, m lane,

While the fall in jet fod paces is sading
girfioses, the oncerminty caused by S tar
il policies s dampening vravel demand,
supply chuin delaye are aso horring air.
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SUSTAINABILITY IN THE AIN
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by adopting mew technedogy and reducng
WREL.

Fow instance, IndiCio has introdmond en
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W musnitor every phise of o fghe The
appwill provide actiomable meighes o pid
ons, leading o messurbe ImQRVe
ments in operatonal performance and of
finency, the airline mid
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phoning wol w0 select efficient dighe
wennes, whike abo recucing wastipe of
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method 1o produce SAF @ itz Panipa
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that tracks SAF purcheses, csge and as
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-.hm.ﬂl: towy, with Bramiien low-cost air
Ime CANL and TAP Alr Portugsd sigrung up
a3 the Bret carmiers o sdope INTA'S ad
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Uepensling on the prevailing priee of jet
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i el CONEIT P will e a F;mlmnﬂ
priority,” sadd Nick Careen IATA's semior
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“We have 3 CQUATIET COmmry o s [0
netzera. There bno time for delay and mo
wierance {or povermmens grecnwasing
and eIy CosT ncreases. We nered
mmgenr acthms * IATA"S Ssector peneral
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Travel industry in turbulence amid
worsening West Asia situation

GULVEEN AL LAKH
MNew Dethy, & june

With the lran-Israel conflict esca-
lating, travel planninge is becoming
more complex as alrspace closures
over Pakisian, Iran, and Ismel are
leading to longer flight routes,
especially for Europe-bound trave-
llers. Schedules conld be altered at
short notice depending on the
Notices o Alrmen or NOTAMs
issued by the povernments of lran,
Israel, Jordan, Syria and [raq.
Industry executives said closure
of airspaces leading to longer routes
and flight rimes hac already led to
a hike in alr fares on some routes,
which will Impact travel demand
for West bound flights as alrlines
will have o take more clrculkous
routes o avold conflict zones.

Schedules overall could be
impacted on account of deploy-
ment or redeployment of aircrafi

"The Iran-lsras] hostilities and
the closure of airspaces leading to
longer routes/flight times is bound
to impact fares. One can already see
a 12-15 per cent hike on some sec-
tors,” sakd Ajay Prakash, vice-presi-
demt at Federation of Associations
in Indian Tourdsm and Hospiltality,

Temporary alrspace resteictions
due 1o the ongoing tensions in West
Azia have led to longer flight routes
by nearly 2-4 hours and leading to
an excess in airline operarional
cost, said Sabina Chopra, chief
operaring officer and cofounder, a
Yarra Online Lid. "Flight fares are
shaped by several factors; fuel
prices, demand, operational shifts
among them., Reroured paths have

led to an increase of 15-20 per cent
in some of these routes,” she sakd,

IndiGo Airlines issued a travel
advisory on Sunday, "Due o the
oneoing airspace restrictions, Higit
routes to and from the Gulif are
experiencing congestion, which
may result in delays on certain sec-
tor=, As we continue 10 operate via
alternate paths, extended travel
times may be expected.”

Alr India hkad ssued a similar
advisory on Friday where it
diverted more than a dozen flights
en route 10 London, New York,
Sharjah, Delhi, Frankfir, Chicago,
Washington and Toronto, while
several llights returned 1o their orl-
gin ports. Alrlines are already
avoliding Pakdstan’s alrspace fol-
lowing the India - Pakistan conflict
last mont.

l1e JUNE 2025
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Travel troub

® VWest bound fights longer
by 2 <& hours

® Longer flights to raise air fares
by 15-20% on some routes

& Flight disruptions, cancella-
tions, re-directions, Al cash
adding to flyers ansety

m Portals, tour operators looldng
to provide aircraft info upfront
during bockings to put
consumers minds at ease
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Air India plane crash:
Govt-constituted
panel to meet today

The iirst meeting of the high-level multi-
disciplinary committes set up by the gov-
emment ro look inro the Ahmedabad plane
crash will be held on Monday, sources said
The panel, chairad by the home secretary, is
expectad to submit s report in three
months. A high-level panel was setup roon
sdaturdayto investigate the causes of the
Ahmedabad piane crash and the investiga-
tion k progressing smoathly, the govern-
ment said . A separate [nvestigation is also
being carried out by the AATR. P
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Fast probe required

Crash investigation should be quick and credible

The tragic crash of Alr Indis Flioht 17 shortly afterit took off from Ahmedabad has
brought attention back to the airline, the reguiators, and the broader state of civil
aviation in lndia Very Ottle s known for cenaln about whint cansed the airorsfts il
ure to schieve the required thrust and the eventual crash imto s medical hostel 2 kom
from the numway. It would be wise to wait for the crash-investigation report mather
than nduleinge in speculation. It ks also Important that this investigation be trans
parently conducted by the relevant as horities and its report released in & imely
fashion. The nodal agency forthis lnvestigntion willbe the Alrcraft Accident Inves-
tention Bureau (AAIR), which |s a branch of the Unlon Minkstry of Civil Aviation.
India set up & separate myvestigation agency in 20102 the ondy major investigation it
has conducted so far ks the probe of Alr India Express Flight 1344's crash whileland-
ing et Kozhikode Alrport in 2020 Mo=t investigations workdwide arecamiad ot with
the assistance of global experts, often including assistance fromthe o rwhere
the flght was heading. In this case, given the piane was due to land at Gatwick Adr-
part in London, and that more than 50 of those on board were British ctizens, the
AALR's counterpart inthe Unkted Kingdom has already deputed fourpeople to sssise.
Boeing, the manufacmrer of the sircraft in question. has slso sent personnel

Thevery fact that this i only thesecond large-scale crash that reguires inves-
tigation by the AAIB is & testimony to how much safer flying has bacome in India,
even as the svisrion market inthe counery hss consistently been the (astess-grow-
ing in the world. The 1970s and 1080s saw a spate of crashes and other incidents,
indluding terronist amtacks on Indian aviation. But the 215t century has seen,
simuitnnenusly, a poliferation of private alriines. vnst growth in passenger
numbers, and s shamp reduction in the number ofhigh-profile incidents and fatal
lties, The good repulation of Indian aviation has been hord-enmed, and will be
maintained only If the investigation intothis crash is swift and credible. and that
any recommendations w the sirfines and authorities are accepted and
speadily Implemented.

It should be noted that Alr [ndia itself, while troubled on several dimensions,
has not had a major fatality due to acrash (as distinct from terrorist actkon | since
a Boeing 707 crash-landad m Mumbsai in 1982, This record compares favourably
with many of its global rivals. But its low-cost subsidiary, Alr India Express, has
done considerably worse. Meanwhile, in 30 vears of private civil avistion in India,
the major private-sector airlines have never suffered a major crash. Questions can
and will be asked about whether in the internal restrucruring of Adr India's oper
ations since privatisaton, safety hasbeen retamned as the top prionty. These ques-
tions will hopefully be answered by the investization, and so it is in the sifdine’s
interests to cooperate fully. After some incidents in other countries — such as
EgyptAdr Flight 804 in 2016 — investigations suffered delavs, disputes, and restric
tions that might have been political in nature, India cannot afford such problems
with this probe. The povernment hasset the ambitious tanget of doubling domestic
raffic by 2030, alongside 50 more alrports. For these gmbitions to be achieved,
safety procedures must be paramount, and be seen to be parmmount. The AAIBS
work will_ therefore, be carefully scnutinised, and it must produce a comprehen-
sive and acourate report as gquickly as possible.
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Working with other Tata
group firms to assist
crash victims’ kin: A-1

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhnid 15 June

The solemn process of handing
over the mortal remains of the 241
passengers and crew members
killed inthe Alr India crash s cur-
rently underway, the airline said

on Sunday. Over 400 family
members of the deceased have

gathered in Ahmedabad, where
the airline has stationed teams to
assist them.

"Every alffected [Emily In
Ahmedabad has beenassigned at
least one caregiver by Alr India”
the airline said In a statememt
posted on X onSunday evening,
adding that it was coordinating
with Tata Group companies and
government authorities to sup-
port the bereaved and facilitate
repatriation where reguired.

The airline alsoacknowledged
the contribution of government
agencies and hospital staff in

Ahmedabad. "We extend owur

gratitude to the Central and state
governments for thelr unwaver-
ing support... and our heartfelt
appreciation to the associates of
Civil Hospital and Rajasthan Hos-
pital in Ahmedabad for their tire-
less efforts.” it noted.

On Saturday, Alr India
announced an interim financial
assistance of <25 lakh for each
family of the deceased and the
lone survivor. This is in addition
to €1 crore support announced
earlier by Tata Sons.

Meanwhile, the airline is con-
ducting one-time safety checks
on its entire Boelng 787 fleet as
mandated by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

DNA tests identify 47 victims
Three days after the plane crash,
authorities have so far identified
47 victims through DNA testing,
including former Gujarat CM Vijay
Rupani, and bodies of 24 have
been handed over tofamilies.

16 JUNE 2025
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AIR INDIA PLANE CRASH

UK Law Firm Assessing
Liability, Advising Kin

British AAIB team to assist official probe

HalaVijayraghavan
&Maulik Vyas

Mumbai: A UK law firm
1% looking into the Air In-

weystone X1
working [

S under
with US| (ot faw, will
Wisner give legal aid
Tort allows compensation
for harm cawsed by

negligence or misconduct

dia plane crash that Killed
241 people on board the
Night, including 53 Bri-
tish nationals, and sovie
ral others on the ground
Kevstone Law's fivestl
gation is independent of
the official probe by Indi-
a's Alreraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureaw, sup-
poried by a four-member
team from UK's Air Acclk
denis [nvestigation
Branch. Thefirm's focusis
on potentind Hablity and
providing legal assistance
1o victims' familles, parti-

cularly those inthe UK.
Aviation Litigators »= 14

DELHI

16 JUNE 2025

Aviation Litigators at Work

== From PRge 1

The London-bound airliner that crashed
on Thursday, a Boeing 787 Dreamliner
powered by two General Electric engl
nes, s now the subject of severul wechnl-
cold and Fwensie nvestizations

Ashish K Singh, English barrister and
managing pictner of kaw Drm Capstone
Lepal, emphasised that Keystone has
nothing lodowith Adr Acchdents Investd
gation Branch., "The ocus of the law
firm's investigal on 5 penermlly inesiab
lish the reason for the death of Hritish
mationals in the crash, which inclades
potenlial exposisre of Boeing and At In
dia o claima in UK courtz under the tore
low,” hesandl.

The tort lnw, which deals with wrongs
that canse harm to individuals, holds the
wrongdoers accountable and allows for
seelilng compensallon [or harms rom
acoidents o Intentional acts,

Aviation specialists James Healy-Prott
and Owen Hanna are leading the Kevsio
ne team and Chicago-based Wisner Law
FFirm s assisting them. The Chicago law
Mrm that speciallses in avintion-related
Htigation also sadvised elients inthe 2050

Alr Indla Express erash, where an alr
craft arriving from Dubal overshot the
runway at Calicut alrport in Kerala and
plurugesd Levto o 30000t gorye, KiIng 21 pe
o bes.

Heady-Pratt sabd there = an argent need
to recover and identily the deconsead so
their rema ins can be returned to their fa-
milbes. A senborcoroner will Investigate
thase in the UK, followed b formal inagu
eels, e siid ina statement

Healy-Proit also issued s cautlonary
e for famibies of the decensed Brtish
palionals conzidering eromation in In
dia. “Cremated remaine do not constli
te & body under UK soranial law, which
AN thay cCanno! Drgger an Inquest in
the UK. Weurgefamilesto seek legal ad-
vice Defore proceeding with any cretma
Eloni ar Fangements abroad, " hesakd

The aceident will trigeer several types of
insurnnce and reinswsmoe clalims in Indina
Al abrond, said Consortia Legal coloun
tHing partnes Satvendra Shrivastaa,

“With British nationals on board, the
kinof the British prssen gers may invwoke
clalms under their Life and travel polici-
es ms per UR Liws,” sald Shriveasiava
“Apart from the sireralt hull insuranoe,

which typlcally provides compensation
for total loss of the alrcrafl, the alrline
will also have linbility towards passeng-
ers (o destth clalms and 1owards thing
part ies for danth, injuwry and loss of pro-
perty As more facts emerge according to
offickd ivestiznd ons, we mny see seve
ril claims against the airline nnd other
part jes, " he added,

Piopeey Legal partney Pritha Jha said
taw firms typically pet invalved to prowvi
de odvice on the repatristion of mortal
remains to the victim's comntry of ori
g *This is usially becatise fam il les nie
o (o decide whether an Inquest info the
cariked of death should be made. This is
ncd possible I remaaing are repatrnled
post-cremation, " ndded Jha

Fata Sons, which owns Adr India, has
announckd a compensation of B& 1 crore
for each victim of the crash, including
passengers, crew amd those on the gro-
und. Additionally, the group will cover
Mall medical treatmeant for all injured in-
dividuals

AlrIndin has separntely committed an
interim reliel of s 35 iakh per deceasad
and the lone survivor among the 242 on
hiesir] the plane
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FIFTH CHOPPER ACCIDENT ON CHARDHAM YATRA ROUTE SINCE APRIL 30

Seven Killed in Helicopter Crash

near Gaurikund in Kedarnath

Recent Chopper Crashes or

Sanjay Singh

New Delhi: Seven persons, Including &
pilof, were kKilled afler a belicopter cary
g pllgrims fiom Kedarnath to Guplkas-
hil helipad crashed near Gaurikund in
Lttnrakhand al around 5 30 am on Sun
day This is the fifth helicopter accident
on the Chardham Yatra route since the
pril e b started on Apel 130,

Thedeoeased have been identihedas Cap
tatn Rajvir Singh Chauhan (39, who was
the pilt and a resident of Jatpur; Vikram
Hawat, a representative of Badrinath Ke
darnath Temple Committes and a native
of Ukhimath (Coinrnkhand), Vinod Devi
(68) frem LR, Tushti Singh (89) fom UP
Hajkumr Jaiswal (499 from Mahasashtra,
Hajkumar's doughtor Shradha Jalswal
{Maharashtra vand Kashl (2), Accoidinglo
the State Disasier Response Foree, rough
weather is said to be a possible reason for
the crash, Soon afler receiving the infor
matjon, leams of SODRE NDRF and the lo-
cal police reached the dense forestand stay
ted the reseue operntion. The teams reeo
vieresd all the seven bod ies

According tothe 1B, an Arvan Aviation
Hell 407 helienpter was carrying the pil
grims. Preliminary indicalions suggest
that the probable canse may be the “Cont

T -y
i T

MAY 12: A helicopter

e L - ey e ‘ .

= Sy -—,@ e, <) Emergency Landings in U'khand

R, LA ‘# MAY B: Six people died after a helicopter going
e P to Gangotri Dham crashed in Uttarkashi district

MAY 17 A heli ambu-
returning from Badrinath | lance crash-landed near asimiiinbink it
made an emergency Kedarnath helipad. Medarnath made an emergency
landing in a school A pilot, doctor and a landing on the road; Pilot was
playground in Ukhimath. | medical staff member  [RSHLE UL
All pilgrims were safe escaped unharmed were rescued safely

rodled Flight Into the Terrain”™, with the
nelicoptor reported]y alrborme despite po
or visibility smd extensive clonding in the
vitllew enlry area, “The

— exiact cause will be ditoer-
State govt mined sfter adetalled in
hasdecided  ...ipatian by the Alr
to suspend craft Accident Investiga
opsof Aryam i Fyrean.” the relense
lln::tmm salil, Chiel  milnists
ediate Pushkar Singh Dhami

eld o ugh-level meeting
attenided by top officials of the siale go
verpment, inclxling the secrotary civil
aviation department. The stte povern-
ment hasdecided tosuspend theoperation
al Aryvan Aviation with mmediate effect.
As o safety precaution, all charter and

ahuttle helicopler operations in the reghon
hve been suspended onJune 15 and 16
Uttarakhand Civil Aviation Authority
(UCADA)Y has been directed to hold a
comprehensive review with all opera-
tors and plots before any resumpt on
of services, (o ensire (ull allenment
with safety protocols. UCADA will also
establish o dediested Command and
Controf room centre 1o montbor real-11-
me operatlons and enswre mmedlate
cscalation of any risk Indicators. Ko
darnath shrine has been wilnessing a
sharp rise in arrival of pllgrims, Pl
erims, who avold trekking on the Ke
darmath route, prefer to go by helicop
ter. So, there is a high demand for hell
COpPLers L'!‘[:H'!'Iliilll.'. in Kkedar 't'iﬂ.lt*‘_'n'.
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Parl Panel Likely to Study Ahmedabad Plane
Crash, Hold Talks with Air India & Boeing

Jatln 'l'ikllar

New Delhi: A parliamentary panel is
likely to conduct o detalled study ol
the Ahmedabad plane crash and is
planning to hold deliberations over
the same with various stakeholders,
including the DGCA, Alr India, Boe-
ing, and others, sources have said

The Parliamentary Standing Commit
tee on Transport, chaired by Rajva Sab
ha MP and JDU s national workng pre-

sident Sangy Jha, also deals with issu
e= relnted to civil aviation. The panel is
plamning to come up with a detadled ro-
pOrton the safety of passSengers in arro
planes, and in this regard. 1t is looking

to hold wider discis-

— sions on the Ahmedd
The panel, in abad plane crash, so
its next urees said. The panel,
meeting will o1 [is next meeting
decide the next week, will decide
contours of the contours of the de
deliberations |iberations on this in-

cident, sources sald. Another {actor
which will be considersd is the date
when this Boeing Dreamliners THT 8 was
procured (at that time the airline was
under govermment control ), why it was
preferred over other planes, and how i
was maintained for the last decade or
g0, souroes sald. For presenting a 1o
port on the safety of passanpers -
vellineg aon planes, a detailed analysis
wotld be done from man, machine,
mechanisms nnd Sysiemsin ;1};11:*5_1. PCT
spective, sources in the panel said
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CRASH FALLOUT: 787s GET A HARD LOOK

22 Checked, 11 to Go:
Air India Dives Deep
into Its Dreamliners

Extra checks follow
DGCA's directive to
inspect Al'sB-787s
with GEnx engines

Arimdam Majumder

Norw Deelhi: Al Tk P cxpn pdobind
ksl ook o 22 of shelyr e
e 7T asvradt dlowing Thorstay s
crash killng 24 pessamesns aod 55
£ e o,

Ther cxra o veillares cons lollie
g ovil mintion  regubior
DG A duecivee o Adr leetia for non
doting  additcond  malnteragoe
chocksin bt Bochg T alnaflap
mpes] wh Gl Enx engines, inchudmng
mpwrssimenes o oerinin tiaberesofl e
rammeters, elecirunis engine conimod
st ol engine fuckoeliod checks

Alr Il Puss 1) Gewt of 28 Dipesumds-
g U olddest of wlaicts wore eoyins
o] by 002 The piaree et werd dorwrny
e serv e in 208

Sources | Alr [edin anid ths the
chodks didn't i mny signlleant
Eaults Ren mmlriphe s which we.
o T B cpentade] by thee THT i,
ke Ehat o Sw0ney and Wl pe,
wre chnim el =The cancellaions
wrv Aue O o ot RS of [
imichading mbapessl  nspeetion,
which fook lomges tlime has estpec-
sl anad closare of the Drsmilan ale-
A, i AT Il olTeal sakd

DGOA clawd Farr Abmed Kitem
dhekn Trosponnd §o messegses on the ssue.

Adrtines are stoering cloer of omech
of the Mididle kst sinee Yridoe after
et oo on rmnimn sres fodlo-
wrl by reeslmry artacks o lmnin

e fnbest gropoliiecad oomflid o ilie
region.

Il s sevtantion outherties, na bt
efitge on Setunday confirmed (b
Canpoia by Hosrwet Saldwrwil, wios wess
gl b e WE-Dakead Righl, st i s
Ereses (3l Lok el eonnbeol e Epin
i T Ve v ek T e A b
bl adrpory s L PN on Thrsdag

Wty alr traffle congred pesporaind
s e bt s pemeraieerey e el
“Thasre wiis o pes o, aaid Samr
KEimyus Satha secreiury Bor Tla'say-
st fom eodmistTy He
K e plee wenl
dewn sevunds Lawe

Ll avisdion ool
sier Ham Moham N
oy saadl it the thgghit

Abrindahads (otn reeonber—  an
Neet o/ 73 npsipmea st gEe
Dreamfiners oy e e s

The ches] of
whwch s
e b
WL The plare
1har went doan

tor of the flaghit — wan
e o Fradog
albernoun
Bl the cockpit vai
pr—p—————— terder = vt ol
n 7014 mecoversd. The twe
(PRI (R ITLH
orange ame designesd (0 sirvive vy
e condithns i Geilbading in
vt s ol anchilis
Lo ing to o tunild 1w ire e A
Ry ey Rilleawving the Dasdng 87
craah, the povermnmend has foomed &
T | e i) Tyt Dodiie sy
e T coitiam e w 1L oocaail i Tht
ontal g Steieland ogeraling jrocad
s SN s 0 pervrvssrt i heaetin soch
(TR s S ST W 0 -
st mach ancidenes & the fture. the
vl avistien mdndster sakl on Satur
durx ‘Thits s besidos the restipaten
that the statniory bocy Alrorail Arel
dent hovestoonton.  Soremn GAAEL
il et
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BA Dreamliner Flight
to Chennai Returns

toLondon Over Snag

Mumbai: A Chennai-bound British
Alrwayvs Boeing Dreamliner retur-
nied to Lonadon due oo technical snag
on Sunday The fight banded safely
with crew and passengers disembar-
King as they normally would, British
Adremvs sald in a statement, The de
vebopmient eomes days abber an Adr in-
dia Boeing Dreamliner crashed In
Almedabad Killing 24 passengers
and erew members on board. The e
line, however, did not share other de
lallssuch as thedepmsartune timeol the
(ight, the b of passonpers aind
crew on board and for how long the
alrerafl remeined alrborne belore il
returned 1o Londos.

LUFTHANSA FLIGHT TONYDERARAD
RETURNSTO FRANNFURT

A Lufthansa (light to Hyderabml
was forced o make a Uatarn and re
turned to land hack ot Prankfart
Alrport on Sundav evening after
passengers were 1old i1 was not gi
ven “permizsion o and"” in India
Flight LH752 depeirted fnom (Germa-
ny around i4.04 local time Sunday
and was sehednled to land at Hyde.
rabad ajrport Mopday but [ight
tracker daw showed a diversion n
ferw hours into the Nlght. — PTI
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Boeing sees need
for43,600 newjets

BLOOBERG
lurie 15

BOEING PREDICTED AIR-
LIMES will need 4 3600 pew
atrerafl owver the next 20 years,
with markets like China and
Southeast Asla kading the
plish a8 Freater prodperity
Eives more pecpie the means
ta traeel

Howower, the US plaoe
muaker is slightly less bullish
than a year ago as — when i
estimated that 43 975 planes
wilsld enter the global et
reflecting a tenapering of fore-
casts for ghobal economic
groseih

Whiletradowarsand taricfs
i tisted by President Dosakd
Trump are rmling the global
eonimeny, Che aviation brd astry
has weathered other orives amd
geepolitcal turnsotl over the
decades, most cotably the
comna  pandemiec  that
growtdesd Bects argutid the
world just a fewyearsago.

COver the past 25 years,als
travel teipded while the glohal
[leet doubled, Darren Hulst,
Hasing vice preskdent of com
mercial market, told reporters
b i o 1O bovefing

“AL the end of e day, our
market has proven to be both
res lliprt aned 3 gowth indus
ey, Hulst said.

i .

Boelng expects the global
commercial aircraft feet to
double to 4% 600 airplanes by
1044 in Bor with the market
oithook proviced a livw days
ago by Airkus S5E its European
rival

Airfines in cmerping mar
Keds will operate mode than
half of the world's jetliners by
then, op from nearly 400 In
2024, aconraingta Bosing

dingle-aish aircraft will
expand thewr hold oo arrtravel,
accounting for 724 of the
__L_}h'l"'-'ql teet over the st fwa
decades, Doeing forecasts,

hat"sup from 646% nthecu
rent fleet

FOr ANBNes mapmag oul
their growth trajectory, war-
rowbody modeds [tk Airbus’s
A2 Uineo tam Hy and E'.mu'pt-;’,
7 X7 Muxare frustratingdy dif -
ficult tolimeup, That's because
air travel has grown sharply
since the Cowd pandemic,
whercas Beelig and Arbus are
sputtenng along &t manufac
turing rates simifar 1o thew
QNPT & Gecade apo

The result is a shortage of
current-gesstation jetlners
The cuwopdists have made
about 1,500 fewer jets than
Lhey'd orginally plasised —
and the shortfall will continue
be grow the longes it takes
L fo-catch ug, Hulst saxd,
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Engine overhaul delays maylead
to capacity crunch in airline biz

WA AL BAGGORMEAR
Mumbal, juno 15

NDIXS ARLINE NOUSTRY =
farmng another poten mabdlsmup
R Ei I:‘ILEI].'.L"‘: e IL‘-'.II-Ij.IifI:;.'
MAlNENANCEY @arse  than
axpec fed, while service centres
ane strupgglm g to keep ap with
iy sasay devnand,

Engs rees usesd in ooenamerncial
arcraft are being removed for
sorvic mp e frecpenntiy than
it bty plasused, acoording w
air|me exeoatives. At the same
time, giohalsupphychain disrup
Hlons continae o s kow Uhsavall-
al vl by ol o thoal spure par (s and
repair sioty, creating a backlog
that cruld Immd o a rise In
e RITTEE CRET SR ETLN

The new generaxtion of alr-
crait engines, while delbwring
Erpreeed fud cfficiency lsproy
SO A b s o alie uncdlers gal
wrld monditions. As thess
enginesarepished to opeste a
Bl rpe DYoo e e ol s,
ihe treguency of shop vissts has
Hressa, puttmg pressure on
both mamtenance infrasmic
e ] A e o AL

IN THE QUEUE

B Accoeding to tha minestry
of cral awvation, the country

# An exocutive from a
loce carrier said " TO-BO
e rEred are i wearling hst’

W are removing e
ciines sadller than decided,
theee by prtting moresses] pres
sire on the nuamber of tuwrn
s inthe o p Secomfyon
o of having todo mom termn-
arcwirud 5, yous hawe 2 shortagr of
s s, This is the perfed torm
stk gt Uhve Bndustry, sakd [Sideo
Porooenas Ueea, chaesd operating
officerat Indiizo, Inda's Sapest
alrhine, during the recent LATA
meetng

LnclvGo, which operates oves
1] aircraft, has been affected
sk Dbty by the b Wik he

mOut of Lhese
appraximately 133 aircatt
mgmmdldhlﬂu-ld
of tha same period

B Instead of 70-80 day's, it

now Lakes 120 dayx lor a
el engme cvarbaul

Chee e fine i oot disclose the
exact number of prouoded xi
craft, Orea said the courst had
rtereed t0"in the 405" fmoma
Pubgehn oo e rithadl- A0 e e b
during the September quearter.
Hoveever, he acknowiederdtbat
Erpalr iEmedines e projecind to
IncrEase [ e coming yors
roniing tothe mmestry of
civil aviation, the cononeryhad
i) operational alrcran as of
Aarch 2025 Out of these,
approamiatedy 1 33 arcaftwere
proumdied bythe end of the aime
previond e on estinates o

lera. A senior executsve from
another demestic amrbine il
L s rvice Cegn s ame 0w Lk
g signiicantly longe o
peogess engmes. “You have 70
B engiies m He wall s Bl e
ot e sdsogr dstead of (Betyp
ial 70-80 days it nonw tadees 120
days for a complete et engine
ovettiaul. Tlete is abvo & sgenidy
carst cost Bactor that oneshas tn
hear” the exrcutivessd

G Adrospace, which powers
it by S0P o, [l comunoe
cialaircaftfiecttheough s own
engines and thase of it jolns
verrt uewith Salwan, CFM Inte
mational, ks lachng moun tng
pressure. Servie slots at GE'y
facilities ame full and delavsin
.'-.FUH" !I-n.if.l". .Ir‘iﬁl’l"l'h AL
pourding themaae.

Crurspare parts ce Bnmoenicy
oondinues inaease, onforty
tately, up ower Dwo | ines we
over year And ourmitermal shop
visit shos areFull witha pineline
of engines wihich have Dea
renosed but pot vel induct el
tnge o sheps,” sl H Lawrsos
Qualp, dhaimanand CEQof GE
Acr o, e JEnana st call
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Air India Express
Kollkata-Hindon
fiight hit by snag

milR OIS
EXFRESS &
wubs |cibary of Al

india, on Sunday
canfirmed thae = flight from
Kodkoats to Utter Pradesh's
HMindon waa deayed on

Cuncay after the aircralt
deweloped a snag The

T = & 1 o siceic B Lhie
nature otthe technical
problem



e Com tion
forthe passengers

THE ARLINE LIABILITY civemape
framewonrlc of the Meonitieal
Comvent bon of 1999, towlsch ndia
becameasignatonyin 2009, ensunes
compersation for infuries ordeath of
pserigers bnan ndemational ight
due toay alr disaster Air India,
throrugh it insirers, will pay 1,128,821
Special Deawing Riglts (SDRs) per
diceased passeoper, At the curment

e e rate, oove S equals €1 200
The compensation thuswords out to
abowd €1 5 crore. However, to meeehe
any armsoiit bevond the fxed SDR
comporsation, the family mern bees
vl e s sl sllnh lna court thast it
whas the aidine's fault that led to the
crashAs crew rembers and pllictsane
e eovveted under thie Maomtreal
Convert bon's lsbility coverage, thelr
families will have toseek
connpenmalion tnder Alr lndia's
emplovinent conkracts Apart from
ibuks, t e Tata Geremipr hayw ammisemiceel.

1 crore in ex gratia compensation for
the familaes of each pemonwlo lost his
lifie i the crash, induding those klied
o the grousel Adr India will slso

prow bde an bnderbm pavmest of

£ 15 lalch each fo the Eamilics of the
decoaser] and tothe swrivor, to el
ackd ress nunediat e finandial needs,

@ Process to get the insurance payout

CLalMES CAM BE Gled by ihe logal heir of
the deceased by providiine a death
cortificate, puoal ol ticket, s nomines
certilicate,ora egal heirshipeenificie
imsvid by a competent covre. Hwill be
processed by the airine's claioes
department and settled through its

FINANCIAL EXPRESS ton.
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AVIATION
LIABILITY

How insurance payouts to air
crash victims are determined

While the families of the passengers on Air India’s London-
bound Al 171 that crashed last week, and those killed or
injured on the ground, will get compensation from the
liability part of the airline’s insurance policy, it can take up
to two years to receive the money, explains Saikat Neogi

FAMILIES CANALSO
FILE CLAIMS IFTHE

avkation Babiitty insumrs Theinmuniewill ot todotarmivethe sdditionsl TdS5cr
agpoint a loss adjuster, whowill compansation savsAmit Axarwal, CEO & INSURA PAYOUT
corrur umieate hetwesn the normnes or MDD Howelen India Abrlines am mﬂ:gmﬂ
leigal b, the s andd others bwolved  encouragsd by the Montreal Cinveniion FER

inthe daim “If the compensationamount  to settle sl cdaimswithin twoyrars WW

rereivid by the fammily ks not acceptable, it
can flle chdl lavaaili, which will sllowihe

However,any disputes tegarding the final
ot mmay take lotgerio seitle,

Tune JEIS

Pl b A v ] .I'.-"lr.-np-rr fimancialespress . com/c/ T 7SE44639

mmm

e Otherbenefit-based insurance policies

WHILE THE MOMNTREAL Coiwentiomnwill
cover all passenge, e Gumnilies can also
il claimms B e diec sased busd life
irsisrance, travel nsutance or credit
card-inked socident insumnoe policie
They will be digible for the suin asssred
asnet out in the respective policiesand
thwe clabms sett bemmient will be faster for
stich covers, Each policy has spedfic mles
inz conpeimation, and the nomines

miust providea detheertificate, proof of
Dight boarding, and documentalion
confirmingg thekr legal status (nominee or
b, Ol s are suliect toverilcation
anel mayalsoreiuirea cowrt decree,
depending on the situation Cnly il thew
are masdical costs that are tobe claimed,
iy the rulie of contribwion applies,
wrlaere Ll collécrive pavoutwill net
exeoed the actual eosta incumred.

@ Third-party
liability for people
on the ground

THE AIRCRAFTCRASHED inioa

il cal college campis, causkng
adeitional fatalitieson the :
The lamilies ol the injured and Ll
deceased and oven the property
ewrners, b e right o eladin
coanpensition from the abeline under
the third-party liability cover. "
ensures that the affected people on
the ground have legal recourse and
finsicial suppont "says Souray
Biswas, business head, Aviation
nsurance Alllsnee I nsuranes
Brokers. The nomines will have to
msakra liability daim against the
abelipve for his loss, Adr Tnd la's Tkl oy
insurance poll cics will then stepin to
cover the compensation, subject to
Irwvestigationand legal proceduresto
dietermine theextent ofloss. Claim
gan be fled for an silinstod amoomi
based on thie earning poteiial of the
deceaned, ot the nswires will decide
o1 thie payout. Incase of adispute, the
legal heircan gotoacourt. The Tata
Group hasassured that it will bear all
miedical costs of the injured

e Fast-tracking
of claims

THE INSLRAMCE REGUILATORY and
Development Authority ol India hag
told insrers to acoelevale and ease the
clammssel tement forthe claimantsof
thiz ill-fated 3 irline. To fast-track daims,
it laas inarsdated Lisurens toobiabn the
authentication fist of victims of the
crath from suthoriiies, ve il yLhe dietails
a5 avatlkabde in the databases of
compamEes that isued mandatory
overseas inedical mesurance polices, as
wedl as personal accident policies and
life insumnce poliches. Post-moriamn
reports o first nformation eport from
the police will not be requited where
offidal confirmation of thevictlma b
avaitable. It has alsod rvcted tw Life
Insummnee Councl and Genoral
Insurance Couiscil toset upa dedicated
joint cedl nedrthe hospital wherethe i
Medical College victlms are

treated to assial with health and life
insurance policiee The rogulator has
asloml surers Lo subnsit a report every
week from June 16 and publish dakms
sl tement data on theirwebsltes, The
regubatorhias unde dined that nockim
showld be denied or delayed onaccount

of procedural formalithe s
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MUMBAI

Air fares up post
Ahmedabad crash

Dh abrya Gajara

WLUMBA

Even s grieving families
rush o Ahmedabad foll owe
ing one of the worst aviatlon
tragedies In Indlas history.
alrlines appear o be cashing
in Alrfares on routes o and
from Ahmedabad have
spared by over 500M%, with
Air India—opemtor ol the Ul-
fated flight—charging the
highest rates

On Thursdwy, tragedy
strick when Air Indlak
Londornr-bound tlight Al-171
crashed intw the hostd of BJ
Medical Collepe shortly after
take-ofl from Abmedabad
alrport The accident
claimed 241 lives. Including
forelgn nationals and 12 crew
members, leaving the nation
in deep moirning .

In the aftermath, relatives
ol the deceased have been
flving to Ahmedabad 1o pro-
vide DNA samples to identify
bodies charred bevond rec-
ognition. But  alrlines.
exploliing the spike in
demand, have jacked up fares

to shocking levels.
Typically, Dd hi-
Ahmedabad [(lights are

priced between T2H00 to
74,300 However, for Jume IS5
Akasa Alr charged TI087A
while Air Indiakx fare
touched 24,027 For June 16
Alr India priced tickets at a
stagpering 130780 —a 900%

Airfares surge up to
999% as families
rush to identify
victims; Air India
tops the price chart
—_—
jump Similar rates conr
tinued for June 17, with fares
exceeding 124,000, Even
return [lights from
Ahmedabad to Delhl on June
20 are pegped as high as
T25,118.

The Mumbal-Abmedabad
sector has also seen sharp
increases Against o usual
fare of T2000-T4.500, tickels
for June 15 soared to T5.440,
IndlGo priced Mlights on June
6 and I7 ot TR504, while Alr
India's June 10 fight cost
tH1BR The return leg 1o
Mumbal was priced at 6,661

by IndiGo—mn increase of

over 2305
Speaking o The Free Press

Journal, a avel agent
explained. “Airlines use
dynamic pricing models.

After the crash, demand
surged due to travel by vic
tims' familles, officials and
the media This has given air-
lines an opportunity to mike
profis,”

The sharp fare hike, par-
ticularly by Alr India, has
sparked outrage on social
media, with many guestion:
ing the ethics of profitng
during a humanitarian crisis

15 JUNE 2025



NT Correspondent

Filteen years after the tragic
crash of Alr India Express
fMight IX 812 in Mangaluru
airport, which killed 158
people, a survivor ol the ac-
cident, K Pradeep, still re-
calls the day with solemn re-
flection and guiet gratitude.

That aircralt overran the
runway on May 22, 2010 and
cras hed.

Pradeep, oow a civil con-
ractor in the ¢ity, visits the
crash memorial af Kilur

every May 22 He lays flow-
ers at the plague, stands in
silence for the llves lost, and
offers prayers

1t was the charity work
done by my parents and
their blessings that saved
me,” he twold PTL recalling
the horrilic moment when
the Boelng 737 aircraft falled
to stop and plunged into a
gorge

After paving tribute, he
ilso visits temples to thank

ey faa=aas wifdrsyor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL

the divine for what he calls
A ITElT .EL'iI]-"lj"- g L .Jl'll_'

Another

SV VO

L'sman

Faroog,

who

(IR

MUMBAI

| runway disaster |

Mangaluru plane crash survivors recall
horror, gratitude 15 years on

Wor ks

with an ambulance service,

|.|'.|I

|h_':.'i{' ViEES

his

survival

Wwias due to divine interven-

tion.
He remembers how

thie

portion
the wing
seated, broke

15 JUNE 2025

of the airerait near

where he

Was
ipart just in

"It was the
charity work
done by my
parents and
their blessings

thatsaved me”
s

time to allow his escape
Faroog sald be owes his life
tothe Almighty and sees his
work in emergency services
as a way of giving back

The Directorate General
of Civll Aviatlon (DAL
which investigated the
crash, attributed the cause

primarily to human error

I'he inguiry f(ound that
the alreraft touched down
approxmuiately 5200 feet

dovwn an  B0o00-foot-long
runway, leaving Insufficient
distance to bring the aircraft
toa nhall
Despiic

repeared warn-

Ings [rom the co-pilat and
from the Enhanced
Ground Proximity Warning
sveiem (BEGPWS), the cape
(min oontimied withh an un-
stabillsed approach
Investigators also re-
vealed that the command et
af the alrcraft had been
aslecp during a portion of
the flight and was likely ex
|"|. FIENCITE 'ﬁl:.'L‘]"' INET A
§ State of cogmive impalr-
meent, at the time of landing
Fhe Court of Inguiry, led
by Alr Marzshal B N Golchale
largely supported the DG-
CA's conclusions, highlight-
ing pilot error as the pri-
marvcause, However. it alsao
pointed to systemic lallures
[he report noted that the
rigid structure housing the
localizser anienna at the air-
port was not franglble, con-
trary to internatonal civil
aviation guidelines
This conributed
aireraft breaking
upan overshooting
U LAT Y Y

alerts

o the

apart
the
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India needs a sincere aircraft accident investigation

accident should result in justice,

transparency, and reform, we find ourselves,
instead, battling a system that is seemingly
designed to obscure the truth.

On paper, India's Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is a statutory and
autonomous investigative body. In reality, it is
anything but independent. It functions as an
office of the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA), the
very same authority that oversees airlines,
regulates aviation through the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), and, crucially,
appoints the leadership of the AAIB and the
DGCA. This structure presents an apparent
conflict of interest. In railway accidents,
investigations are typically carmied out by the
Commissioner of Railway Safety or, occasionally,
a judicial authority, and not by the Ministry of
Railways. Although, technically, under the MoCA,
the Commissioner is functionally independent of
railway operators, this ensures that those running
trains are not the ones investigating the
derailments. But in aviation, the MoCA controls
airline operations and accident investigations.

Stop the firefighting

The accident on June 12, 2025, at Ahmedabad was
not just an operational occurrence. It was a
full-fledged aircraft accident that should serve as
a wake-up call. Is India's aviation safety
framework keeping pace with its exponential
growth? There have been a number of helicopter
crashes, accidents involving flying schools, there
was a weather-related incident in May 2025 that
affected a Delhi-Srinagar IndiGo flight, and, in
addition, troubling ground handling lapses, that
include the cancellation of ground handler Celebi
Aviation's permit over security concerns. These
are not isolated incidents but point to something
maore profound. Are we identifying and fixing
risks before they become headlines? Or are we
merely reacting? We cannot keep firefighting. We
need a system that prevents failures, and not just
manages the damage.

The high-Jevel committee appointed to
investigate the Air India AlI71 crash must go
beyond reviewing a single event. It must
recognise that India’s aviation ecosystem has

the current National Civil Aviation
Policy (NCAP). In a complete revamp of the
NCAP, "safety’ should be deeply woven into every
regulation, operation and decision, That is how

ln a country where every life lost in an aircraft

Captain Amit
Singh

is an aviation safety
expert, author, and
Royal Aeronautical
society Fetlow,
ploneering human
factors and cultural
Integration in aviation

India does not
lack the talent
ar the tools 1o
investigate air
accidents; what
it kaicks is
institutional
courage to tell
the truth

we prepare for the responsibilities that come with
being one of the largest aviation markets in the
world.

A report that told inconvenient truths

The Air Marshal | K. Seth Committee Report in
1997 was India's most honest and far-reaching
review of aviation safety. But it was quietly buried
because it told the truth. It highlighted key
systemic flaws: fragmented oversight; lack of
independence; inadequate training and
resources, and regulatory capture. These issues
remain largely unresolved. Any new committee
must reckon with these truths and not repeat the
pattern of superficial reviews and buried repaorts.

Too many accident reports have internal
contradictions. In an accident in 2001, that
claimed the life of a former Union Minister, "entry
into the cloud’ was cited as the cause, while the
meteorology section confirmed that there were
no clouds around. Was it a mistake or does it
point 1o something else? Overloading was evident
in the Indian Airlines crash (IC491) in Aurangabad
in 1993. Yet, the final report did not spell it out so
clearly. This writer has pursued data for vears in
another case of suspected overloading on an Air
India Express flight (IX611), in October 2018, from
Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu to Dubai, only to be denied
access. What is being protected?

The Aircraft (Investigation of Accidents and
Incidents) Rules, 2017 make one point clear — that
the purpose of an investigation is to prevent
future accidents, and not to assign blame. Yet,
law enforcement and courts routinely misuse the
AAIB's findings. The police, lacking the expertise
and jurisdiction in aviation matters, rely almost
entirely on the AAIR's reports, treating them as
conclusive. The AAIB's findings are meant for
safety learning, and not legal prosecution. When
these reports are interpreted outside their
technical scope, truth becomes a casualty.

Investigating officers unfamiliar with aviation
treat the AAIB's “probable cause” as a legal
verdict. The judiciary focuses on what is
immediately visible, while the AAIB is meant 1o
dig deeper. But both often end up blaming the
pilot, the case is closed and the truth is left
behind.

Why is pilot error so often the conclusion?
Because it is convenient. Legally, it simplifies
matters. From an insurance standpoint, a
conclusion of pilot error helps expedite payouts.
It closes the loop quickly, shielding other

accountable entities - airlines, maintenance
providers, and air traffic control, from scrutiny.
The pilot becomes the system's scapegoat, even
in death.

A front to protect people
Too often, accident investigations in India are

reshaped to protect institutions, and not the
people they serve. The MoCA holds all the levers,
policy, regulation, appointments and

i igations. With that much control, real
accountability becomes a myth. Each time a
family receives a hollow, contradictory report
instead of honest answers, the system not only
fails but also breaks faith. At times, the structure
is 50 well-insulated from responsibility that it has
periected the art of getting away with murder -
through delay, dilution and the quiet deletion of
I

The International Civil Aviation Organization’s
State Safety Briefing (2022) says that India has
had zero faral accidents recently. But 21 lives were
lost in the Kozhikode air crash in August 2020,
The recommendations in the investigation and
those of the committee to review the accident
report have not been implemented duly. There is
no accountability. No systemic change. Just
silence. India cannot claim global leadership in
aviation while hiding behind data. Absolute safety
comes from integrity.

These are the steps needed. First, move the
AAIB and DGCA to an independent statutory
body that reports to Parliament. Second, stop
having parallel committees that bypass or
undermine established investigative bodies.
Third, take legal steps to prevent the AAIB's
findings from being used in criminal trials unless
independently validated. Fourth, amend Rule
19(3) of the Aircraft Rules, 1937, which holds the
powers to penalise a pilot for any mistake. There
is a need to protect a pilot with a genuine
no-blame culture, unless gross negligence is
proven. Fifth, appoint an independent
ombudsman to review how accident reports have
been handled and mishandled.

It is not that India lacks the talent or the tools
to investigate accidents. What it lacks is the
institutional courage to tell the truth. Therefore,
this writer's plea. Have an honest, sincere aircraft
accident investigation; one that shows that India
values truth and precious lives over image. Let
that be India’s legacy for those lives lost, not only
in the skies but also in the silence.
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7 killed after helicopter

Amit Bathia and

Ajay Ramola

LeTteErs AP TaTs o
DEHRADUN: A helicopter carry-
Ing pllgrims from Kedarmath
crashed on Sunday moming.
killing all seven people aboard,
[ncluding & two-year-old girl,
authoritics said; as preliminary
analysis showed the aircraly
went down In treacherous
weather in the Rudraprayug dis-
irict of Untarakhand.

Sunday's trgedy was the fifth
helicopter Incident on the roule
in six woeks: three emergency
lantings and another crash have
killed six people during this
period. I also comes days alter
the country's wiorst air disster in
three decades that ook place on
Thursday when Air India flight
171 erashed shorty after take-off,
leaving all but one of 242 passcn-
ers dend and claiming the lives
of dowenis more on the ground.

The Bell 407 helicopter oper-
ated by private firm Arvan Ao
thon Pvt Lidd took off from a heli-
pad in Kedamath at around
S20am amnd headed towards
Gupthashi, in what should hove
been a 10-mimute jourmney,

"The valley was covered in a
dense fog with overcast condi-
thons [an the time of the erush]”
said state disaster response foroe
commandant Arpan Yadhuan-
shi. Rescue temms trekked lve
kilometres through difficult ter-
rain 1o reach the wreclage L
forest neor Gourikund, the base
camp for troks to Kedarmath iem-
ple. The spot lics roughly 57 lan
from the take-off point, and the
genernl aren is close 1o 5,000 fect

cont nwed on -k Tl

crashes in Uttarakhand

and rescue operation after o chopper carrying seven people crashed in Rudraprayag on Sunday, s

CM Dhami announces command
centre to monitor helicopter ops

Neera| Santoshl and
Amit Bathla

I et i s i antirsed rem

DEHRADUN: Unarakhand chicf
rrdnister Pushicr Singh Duami on
Sundny announoed that o centmd
(s command and coordination
centre will be estnbdished in Dely
mdun to monitor operations of
helicopters in the state in real-
e

“The centrafised cormmand and
ooardination cemire will inelude

representatives from the DGCA,

the disaster management depart-
ment, civil avistion ministry,

Untarak hand civil aviation devel-
opment authority (LCADA) and
private el operaior conpanies,”
he said,

Dhami mace the anmovnce-
ment after holding a high-level
meeting in the aftermath of a hell
copter crish near Gaurikund on
Sunday moming in which seven
poople were ldlled,

Dhami ordered a high-level

Inquiry into the crash and sus-
pended the services of the opern-
tor, Aryan Mvintion, with mmedi-
ateeffect Heicopter operations in
the regdon wene alsosuspendod for
Lwa darys as  safiety precaution
"Durtng this the cxperi
ence of all pilots and Hell opera-
tors operating in high Himalayan
regions will be thoroughly
assessed,” Dhami, He also
annoumeed proparation of Safs

for the operation of helloopter ser-
vices in the stale =P

HELICOPTER CRASH
above sen level.

“Tha helicopier deparied from
Kodarmath at 521 am for Guptka-
shi. It was kst seen pesr Valley
Polint ab 524 am. Al 643 am. the
ﬁd}tﬂ.‘pﬂ'h‘] F:ﬂi‘ﬂlﬁ“lll:

not
kashi, Wie then lnunched a search
iand rescue operation,” sakd Rudne
proyag district disaster manage-
maett officer Nandan Singh Ragwar.

Tt victims includied pilot Rog-
veer Singh Chanbwan, 35, a formier
wrmy from Juipur; o formiby
of three from Maharashirn— HaE
kumer Suresh Jadswal, 41, hiswi
shradbn, 35 and thelr daughter
Kashi, & W0 passCTIECrs
Utier Prackesh, Vinod Devi, 66G.and
b grmnchd ot or Tustl Singh, 15
ard temple commibies member
Vikram Singh Rawat, 46

The crash highlights srowing
safcty concerns over helicopter
operations serving the Char Dham

route, which inclodes
feur sacred Hindu temiples in the
Himalkiyun state of Untamdkhand
The routes see tens of thousands of
copiErs Lo mawvigate the reacher-
LIS MOuntnin berrmin.

The civil aviation minisiry sald
preliminary findings ooy
troatled (ight lnto werrsin” with the
heficopter airbome despite poor
wvisibility, Operations for Arvan Avi-
ation hirve boen sispendoed tmmc-
diztely. The minisiry sakl the exact
couse of the crash will be deter-
myined afteran investigation by the
Alrerall Accident Investization
Burean (AATR).

“Whim the chopper was refurm:-
g it encountered sudden achierse
wenther conditions in the valley.
The pilor arsenyped to navigane the

hedicopeer out of the valley, how-
over, the airemit crashod during

the effirt.” said Rudraprayag dis-
trict tovirsm officer Rahal Chaw-
by, the niodial offiver for chopper
service in Rudraprayag

Helicopler accidems are not
umcommion in the region, where
suiddden weather changes and high-
altitude flving condithons can pose
risks.

But experts said hard questons
mitist be asked “We can't keep
bilsarrying the wenther,” said Coptain
SandeepSotd, lormer chief of Might
wfety for Uttarmkhand simse. Tome-
miercial pressures are involved,
and shoricuts are Somoimes
tuken. Operatars often try 1o meet
their sortie targets.”

Last year, no loss of lives wene
mported as helicopters mude
22804 sortes on the Kedarmath
route during the six rmonihs of the
Char Dham Yastra Only one ¢mer-
gency lunding was neporied. DT
cinls said this vear 8786 sorties

herve been carried out on the route
and saied the number was comjur
atively low because of adverse
wenther conditions.

Last week: the Directorate Gen-
erad of Civil Awiation (DGCA) Inter-
sified sty oversight of helicopter
operations in Uttarakhand kst
wiek, introchicing Five monitoring
i surprise audits,

Irvits statement on Suniday, the
chvil avistion ministry said opers-
tiens ol Arvan Aviation for the Chor
Dibsers Yintrs have been suspenidd
twi hetioogtirs 0 Trans
Bharat Aviation were to also
b avirborne wnder sinilar “unsall-
nbie wenther conditons”

“Accordingly, the lioences of
hoth pilots hive boen suspended
fior six months. The Ministry of
Civil Aviation has reiterated avin-
flon safiqty Is non-negotialde and
that no opertor showd undertale
fkzhis in violatlon of weather-re-
laied and other protocols.” it safd.
Laie in the cvamimg. an FIH wis rog-
Btered ngainst Aryun Aviation's
sccountable manager Kanshik
Pathak md Vikns Tomar
under BNS Section 105 (punish-
ment for culpable homicide not
amounting to murder) and rele
vant sectionsof the Vipayan Acton
e complaint of revenue sub

r Rafiv Nakholia. In his
. b
firm operated the chopper despite
mlverse weather conditions and
violatd the Sundard Operating
Procedure (S0P,

HT renched out to Aryin Avis-
o ardd TransBhurat Aviotion fora
resporse bt didd notget one inmime-

Chief Minister Pushlar Singh
Dl ordered helicopier services
auspended through Monday and
called for a highkeve inguiry. He
sl strict operating proceduns
priocitising public safety must be

ncluding

manda-
oy technionl checks,

“The safety of passergers & the
siale government’s fop priovity,”
Dbwimi said.

The Earmflics of the victims were

shinouided invgried and shock as they
i oo e lorms widh the
tragecly. “Hie hesd become a fither
witer fourieen years of martiage.
We planning a ceremony for his
b -miomti-old twins. But, overy-
thing 5 over now,” Clauhan's
father Govind Chauhan said,

W ASIA CONFLICT

ran sald Israed struck two ol
refinerics, mising the prospect of
& hroador assault on Iran's hesvily
sanctioned energy Industry that
cou ld alfect global markets, The
Braehi militaey, In b soclal medis
post, warned Iranians o evaou ke



Air India crash probe
panel set to meet today

Maulik Pathak, Prawesh
l.ilu and .Inlq Shallh
Iq'lqru.b-lud.lhnhﬂ; i

AHMEDARAD: & Righ-level gov-
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tmccting Lol S
Ine thie Al Delia Pighit I censh
that has claimed af least 271
liwes, ever o8 e Bl lunevals of
potsengery kitled abonrd the
Hewsline THT book (ace on Sundsy
while most gricving familics
cartiimie nnn;gmlg] mﬂ st
tiselr leved ones” rema

'l'l'rrnmli-d.&:lﬂnn.rr parsel,
chaired | the hotne secretiny, =
miznidate] po sabandl s repon
within throe montha and will
foruson “fommukating Standoed
Opermtlng Prodedures for pre-
wveniieg aich scearrenas (n fhe
Future,” prople awan: af the mal-
ter sk, acoording w PTL
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AHMEDABAD: Tl remains
ol formier Giajarat chie ] nils
Ister Wiy Rupand, whio was
on bonrd Afrindia Nlight 71
which erashed in Ahmedn-
baid an June EX Beve born
identiled through DRA
matching, alficials sald on

coninues af the crash e
In Abmedabod, Besplial
avrbsoedles ool e d O e
fecation of former G ujarat chicf
minkster Vijay Rupanl throwgh
DA matching, with the state
g mpent anpouncing Mon-
ilay as o day of mournlng with
rting edon 410

EILR]

Remains of former Gujarat CM
Rupaniidentified, last rites today

Sunday, adding that his las
ribes ] e cinducted with
siate honours on Monday,
Papsinl’s remains will be
mdeen toy Ml ke, his ha me-
v, “THe govertniat les
dhecided that there will be
o cliy's sdzite paim|
fhth June. 3125 (Mo
Uit i Gupariil.” an ll:n'.Ti-
clal orader sail

morestories

Search continues for those
kilkzd on groand e

HMething alarming found in
18707 Inspected” s

Agancies helped students:
nuhhm‘v:'uhm-n

I NmE 3535

Aepuibiic, Equntorial Guines, Eri-
pren, Hatl I, L, Someilis,
Sudan aod Yemen,

T canney o fovsitgp] e o s
by o tries - Borundi Cobin,
Lans, Slerra Leone, Togo, Turk-
monision and Venends - hns
il been prartiatly esdricned,

AIR INDIA CRASH
the national flag fying al hall-

mast, Rupant’s remadns will be
hosrsdeed over o his Gamily
ituoiing fon’ v al Ln
Howewer, the il ey
LN TS sy o
et fapri Bes Health otfcinds mid
fuist BGvictims) B oo kent fice)

by Sunday evenlng, mone than
Fhoroe dtys aalker e crishi— e ving
200 sl tr be confirmed.

¥ T2 hoaurs e e, b Ty
vt b froen thiem so £, ™ Tt
i Ali gaid. He has been walting
o meeolve the memalns of his
bttt Jarved, whe df ol mlongrade
Tds willy foried v chil drgrs,

Ar the B Medical College,
wivore the plane croshed, PK
Mishra, princpal seoretary th
Prime Mitlster Norenadrn Muodi,
et u noviewe of ol iof effors,
viking the crash sie, meeting
bevonved [amilies u Civl
angd phetrvine DMA s
prriesmcsat Gondhingar's Fome -
nlic Scimnoe Labarwiory,

Dmiring fis s,
Mishra * directod] suthorities o
ST U T o s,

3 0 Sl ST
officin], Hralo visiied freod vip-
s ndd st sctodd o fficials b -
mriise ther ket Chdring a
rewicw moetng il Clroull House
hiwtes, Mishea discussod redicfand
st ation cifors with Cemteal
& rd Stoer-officinis. AATR .
mbves, gl Adrport Auilwrity ol
ik

imtemational investigation
Tl rvien| escprerns Brorm e U ared
a Boeing toarm froen the US veind
the erash siie an Sumbsy as the
intermalionnl Fvasbigntion ons-
feel, A b 0F seven Bocing ofli-
il esorripd by tndinn irvestiga-
RO, S ey e BoRIFs-EG T
ininge thewres |mge s g seuled BI
Mischicn| Colbege hisie complex

“Thay weore trnide for abomos
oy Hhontirs, Thie diliris althe plane.
Including all s paris are lrE]
s shidd & ollices
s, removed by crares L'Htlm
oy, rermminsat the site along with
ot detirs, il coverod by shoels
for prowetion fom Satundoy
itighs rain.

dodarion exports o the UK
& s v en Sunday adiermoon,

t b Adr Indin officinls. o

ihe AATR opefied o second oflice

near the hostel cormplex oo
nm e mmugmhm
AAE s conducting the pre
I:hli:ﬂjm.’glhmuﬂh
t.l':' U Nntianal Trrspsabitem
Saloy B rumsa parsild probe
o the Americam-male Bocing
7678 Dyeamiblver aireral.
T AAIR las lsunched &

Nationa! Transportation Safeey
Boond {NTSB] Is condocing a par
bl preobs ursdior insermusiona ee

Dl sl mtmnﬂ & A

Almislabald Munieipal LCons
e el s o whe pbn e st st
thr spot and belng cxuminod s
experts, “The ollhciaks will
el ws whede (1o be taken noal
whem. The debwris across theeom:
plex i being examinod by the
eRpErE” he mdded

ekl the fesd cresse:
tiares o

m:nujmr_hum.'lh.:.ruﬂmﬂ-
Hom ware remmed o lis
thromgh ERYA mstching. Earlier,
elghe bodies were bamsded over on
Frictay buap thpse seers ol peopl
kilflaad in fhwe hecesied el mrroosidng
i whoss ronudng did oo
roxyuEre [IRA [deresicaion. Fomi-
N et et v 1 Ainastoation
wwith bath ihe idemtilicuton timwe-
i pd gbrline response AL
iwhose hrother was o passmiger,
] e inidlirsiond the b
eritietsd A nilias suppo el

“With Alr Indine thee next dog
after this accident they shoald
have appalntod whosver they
neoded to enaim everyihing is
avalablie oo s, e s, poting he
wap assggacd 4 Suppor perion
oaly Salmrdisr—u e aller prsvid:
i i e THNA smmple.

Alr Inddin CED Crnplbed] Wikson
saild in @ video message Saturdog
Elwkt " 200 Lk e YerE
et plng, with rach
ol dcehoatod lssisEance "

Remvery prodess
Flosgsitn] sutharities huve
exlizsive resnares b ihe dentd
fiemtion proces, with throe oo
e science kibor, beams ana-
“I}ntgﬂl'ﬂm'rqiu el

S gilane pessserigers a0 o, Te
pr:u:lihmmu mmiching Ussuic

Iroem Bowmiss i Becth of

ictims wigh blop samples from
famidy members

The ermsh, which eoecuTed
1 il e
e
reses bndba's worst singtle-alr-
craft disaster in hi , il the
daidliestin fhro:
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| Al, DGCA MUST INTROSPECT }

Amid deliberations on aviation safety,

aneed to pay heed to past warnings

Anjuli

Bhargava

his is
perhaps the plece
one looks least for-
wiird o writlng as a

journalist who has

covered or a colam-
st who has offered opinion on
the aviation seéctor for over a
quarterof a Sons]put
pen to (or in fact fingers o
keyboard), Il begin by bormows
ing o few words alremdy nttered
by the Tata chairman in the
sume context: this is definitely
one of the worst subjects that |
am forced 1o add ress. one | had
hoped T would never be requined
o do,

Yet bero we are. The air
crashon Thursday, June 12, has
been all over the news and 1
need not edaborste on any of the
drtnils that have se far energed.
Timing wise, it was tronic acour-
ring as it did a fow days after we
a5 i natkon had linished patting
ourselves on the back at the
LATA surmmit held in the Capital,
the bod (il B
L e

A day afier, in what the indus-
try termed a knee-jerk reaction,
the DGCA ordered an enhanced
sufety ins on Alr [ndia's
Boeing 787-8/8 fleet, which
ruised many guestions ncluding
whether the authorities
expected a similar accident 1o
play out an another of the air-
craft operated by Afr Indin. A
secand high-level mult-disci-
plinary committee headed by
the Union home secre-

Wils alsc st
e 3, which wil act
In parafle] to the accl
dent  Investigation
contiees & focus on
formulating SOPs for
preventng and han-
dling such occumences
in the lutare,

Ever since the acci-
dent took place. several rushed
and half-baked theories by
experts of all hues have been
bandicd about. based on the vid-
e0s, visuals, the cockpit volce
recorder and the testimony of
the lone survivar. Conjectures
an the possible ciuses of the
crash have been pul forth, dis-
solved and reploced by new pos-
sibilives as the hours post the
crash have gone by, the value of
which seems dimmer by the
nifmore sinee the Hves lost can-
not be retrieved even i we a|
arvivent the root coses. Most of
It amounts to nothing more than
entisfvine e surosite: o eroel

PICK OF
THE DAY

BB Ty
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The recent crnsh was the first hall Ioss for the Dreambiner, since it went into commercial

In 2011, although concerns about lts safety have been raised by whistleblowers previously,

human (atlibillity, in the fsce of
an u.niumgmuhle and monu-

M this u:r:wmllnpfﬁs.ul
l||! '[hE iniliries, (ks a dual
allure on which many
:mwndlngmhm b0 Blame this
catustrophe. If indeed the cven-
tuml cause is a doal engine fail-
ure, the odds of which
ing are roughly one in a billion
{lving hours, the global aviation
world — not Just India — shall
be investigating what might
harve cantsed something ns dras-
e and dramatic as In an
aircraft known and recognised
globally for ks eflickency. Thisis
the first hull hoss for the Diream-
liner sinoe it went into commer-
cial operations in 2001 although
comcerns about its safety have
been mised by whisticblowers in

ihe st

Although televi-
slon channels and
several digital and
srews plintforms have
been quick to appor-
ton blame for this -
pufting the cart
before the horse as
they often tend to - 1
shall refrain from
holding anyone cul
pable till the exact cause is
determined and before us. It is
far wo early and in Hew of the
sheer tude of the oocur-
TEefCe i [utile to apportion
blame for this. What may be the
best way forwanl 15 to adoptan
honest. proactive and commit-
1exl approach 1o oy and prevent
recurrence, o far greater sk
than setting up a high-level com-
miitee or two.

Facing the facts s not an
Iindinn forte but situntions such
as we find ourselves in woday
demand it And with this in
mind. | will highlight some red
Mmes it e eomststen iy e

ratsed by senfor commanders,
directors, analysts,
company insiders and the entire
aviation community over the
kst several both when the
adrline was under government
control and during the last tree
and a fow months under
marmgemenl This oewspi-
r:rh.n.u becn nmﬂmlj high-
ighting many of these in both
news articles and edit pic-
oz, 50 readers might find some
of this repetitise.

All Indian aviation
fatalities on govt flights
A letter by o whistieblower senl
to the Tata chairman in 20022
had painted oul & very impor-
tant fact. If one @akes o closer
Tk ar faralities in Indin™s avis:
tion sector, it is worth noting
thiat all deaths that have
occurted have been on Air india
and other government owned
carriers. Since the late 1980s, 1
total of S86 lves (not Including
the kntest crash) have beon lost
on account of government
owned and run atrdines, 133 lives
were lost In 1988 when an
in Ahmedabad, followed by 42
fotalities in an Indian Airlines
crash in Bengalury In 1580, the
1991 Indian Airlines Imphal
crash with 69, Aurangabad
Indian Afrlines with 55
ties, Alliance Alr Patna crish
with G4 Air Indin Express Man-
lore crash with 158 and Air
nilia crash in Calicut
with 18 deaths. This latest accl-
dent, albeit the first one for Air
India per se, takes the total 1ol
to 860 or s0. Compare this with
Jet Alrways with a 25-year his-
tory but no fatalities 1o its
accountor IndiGe's 1R vear fatal-
ity free run. The facts speak for
themseives. Had the airlines
neomered with fesliries o their

Nving record been privade entl-
ties, would they continue 1o be
In l‘mahwﬁim:yiuquﬂmm

by Talace Private Limited as pant
of thie Tila's due diligence before
buying Air India also raised
muty red flags and concerns. To
summarise a B7-page report in
this column is almost impossi-
ble but suffice 1o say thar the
repart has four ey findings that
the Tata run management is
already seized of: that safety and
quality function in Air India and
Alr India Express i8 “perfune-
tory and its contribution to the
arganisation & minimal”, that
recommendations of courts of
inquiry into past sccidents have
been “systematically lgnored”
and pointing out that had these
been followed subsequent inc-
dents and accldents could have
been avoided, that quality assur-
ance audits take place when not
needed and do not take place
when needed and asserts that
flight data monitoring (s inade-
quate and unable 1o ensure a
change in operations (o prevent
incidents. from recurring.
Deapite this not<so<happy situa-
tion, the Tata group went ahesd
and bought the airline, The
uestion that artses is what did
£ new management do about
all the issues ruised by this
report. Hove poast court of
inguiry recommendations been
a8 they ought toor

has the sheer complexity of
what is required {a Fundom’s
bos) forced a gloss-over? The
uestion becomes pertinent in
e face of the June 12 disaster.
But if reports tend to be
Ignored. gathering dust, almost
ns soon ms they ane written, the
Tata chalrman, the board of Alr
Tddia DGC A MOCA and severn|

op govermment officials cunnol
deny that they have faced i bar-
mge of complaints, warnings
and advice through letters and
emails from maestly anonymous
serlor commanders of the nir-
ltne ncting as whistieblowers
ever since Cannpbell Wikson and
his niw tinm have talken charge.
Virtually no week his gone by in
the past three vears where
somicone has not raised safety
and violation of training proce-
dures related concerns through
all routes avallable o them,
often dismissid by wﬂ}mr man-
as i ruft
(2 Sulf Sowne F theac have
forced DGCA to goad the man-
agement into on-the-surlace
action: the recent dismissal of a
slmulator trainer Instructor wis
i case in point. Mos the
ment delved deeper Into 1
muaierand fxed res i
a5 |t shoukd ? We ﬂmjmhm:y
This is just one of innumerable
instances the airline has been
afflicted by In the last three

years.

Let me end by say that
almost no article would have
appeared on Alr [ndin in this
newspaper which did not
ad-nauseum highlight and
express afely or ralning stan-
durd related concerns and viole-
tions in the bnstyear or so (read-
ers interestod enough can Goo-
gle and read articles written by
this writer in Fortune magazine
as well), Several concerns ol
DGEA and its present function-
ing have also been raised from
time 1o time including o sugges-
ton to abolish the DGCA in jis
existing avatar and replace it
with two brmnd new reguiators,

1'dl Hiker o el heree that sendor
e ey g heve e

told-you-s0" ging

falien sibent, refraining with dig-
nity [rom any gloating, post the
accident as many of them put
themsetves In the shioes of thedr
two peers, who perished while

g to save thefrs and the M40-
ot lives entrusted fo them, The
magnitude of the disaster and
the replaying of those 33 sec-
onds (for which the atrplane
was in the air) in many minds
has been humbling lor the sec-
or as a collective.

While the two troubling
aspects (Adr India practices or
DGCA Incﬂ'h:lem:lta} high-
lighveeed above may or may not be
directly linked o what has led o
this recenl crash, these are
worth repeating In the interest
af the SOPs the latest high level
committee formed post the aco-
dent hapes to put in place to
previent future similar catasiro-
nhics The time 1o et e pow.
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‘Nothing alarming’ found in 22 of the
33 B787 aircraft inspected: Officials

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHL Twenty-two out of
the total 33 Boeing 787 Dream-
liner aircraft in the Indian fleet
have been inspected, and “noth-
ing alarming” has been found
during the surveillance, officials
familiar with the matter said on
Sunday.

“Checks on 22 787s have been
completed and nothing alarming
was found during the surveil-
lance” one of the officials said,
adding that “the inspection on
the remaining B787 may be com-
pleted by Monday™.

To be sure, Air India had 34
Boeing 787 airframes in its fleet
before the crash. IndiGo has a
787-9 aircraft, but with a foreign

AlIR INDIA HAD 34
BOEING 787
AIRFRAMES IN I'TS
FLEET BEFORE THLE
CRASH OF Al-171

IN AHMEDABAD

registration.

The crash of the London-
bound Al-171 flight from Ahmed-
abad claimed the lives of 241 out
of 242 people on board the Boe-
ing 787-8 Dreamliner. The jet
crashed moments after taking
off on Thursday afternoon,
marking the worst air tragedy in
the country in three decades.

On Saturday, civil aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu said

that eight B787 had already been
inspected.

“As per extended surveillance
ordered by the DGCA (Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation) on
Friday, eight of the total 34
B787s have already been
inspected,” he had said. While
the minister did not comment on
the result of the inspections, peo-
ple familiar with the matter said
no issues had been detected.

The airline, on Saturday, said
that it was in the process of com-
pleting the one-time safety
checks directed by the Indian
aviation regulator DGCA. "These
checks are being carried out on
the Boeing 787 fleet as they
return to India, before being
cleared for their next opera-
tions” it had said.
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AIR INDIA EXPRESS
FLIGHT DELAYED
DUE TO A "SNAG

KOLKATA: Air India Express, a
subsidiary of Air India, on Sunday
confirmed that its flight from
Kolkata to Hindon in Uttar Pra-
desh was delayed on Sunday after
the Boeing 737 aircraft developed
a‘“'snag’.

“Our Kolkata-Hindon flight
operated, with a delay, due to a
snagon the originally assigned air-
craft. Guests were offered compli-
mentary rescheduling or cancella-
tion with a full refund. We regret
the inconvenience,” an Air India
Express spokesperson told ANL

The airline did not specify the
nature of the technical problem
but ensured the tlight operated
after necessary arrangements
were made,

Meanwhile, following a direct-
ive from DGCA mandating
enhanced safety checks on Air
India’s Boeing 787-8 and 787-9
fleet, the airline on Saturday stated
that inspections on 22 out of its 33
Dreamliner aircraft have been
completed. The remaining 11 air-
craft are on track to be inspected
within the timeline, officials said.

In a post on X, an Air India
spokesperson said the safety
inspections are being conducted
as the 787 fleet returns to India.
The move came after the crash
of the London-bound AIl71 flight
in Ahmedabad. HTC
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In six of India’s deadliest air disasters,
investigators pinpointed human error

HT Correspondent

letteru@ hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: India has witnessed
several major air disasters over
the years, many of which have
resulted in loss of life and trig-
gered important safety reviews.
Most investigations into these
acridents have pointed to a com-
bination of human error, non-
compliance with procedures,
and in some cases, systemic fail-
ings in aviation oversight.

On August 7, 2020, Air India
Express Flight 1344 from Dubai
to Kozhikode skidded otf the
runway and plunged into a val-
ley while attempting to land in
heavy rain, The Boeing 737-800
aircraft was carrving over 180
passengers and crew, of whom
21 lost their lives.

According to the final report
by the Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AAIB), the crash
occurred due to non-adherence
to standard operating proce-
dures by the pilots, particulariv a
delayed decision to initiate a
go-around. The report also
pointed to underlying systemic
failures as a contributing factor.

Another major tragedy
occurred on May 22, 2010, when
Air India Express Flight 812
overshot the runway while land-
ing at Mangalore. The aircraft
broke apart after falling into a
gorge, killing 158 people. The
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) concluded that the
captain ignored repeated wam-
ings from the firstofficer to init-
ate a go-around and continued
with an unstabilised approach.

On July 17, 2000, Alliance Air

Officials stand near the debris of an Air India

Express flight that
skidded off a runway while landing in Kerala in 2020. 4

Flight 7412 crashed during land-
mg in Patna, The Boeing 737-200
aircraft stalled on approach and
crashed into a residential area,
killing over 60 people. Investiga-
tors found that the pilots lost
control of the aircraft due to a
failure to recover from an
impending stall and poor execu-
tion of go-around procedures,
Indian Airlines Flight 605
crashed on February 14, 1990,
during its approach to Banga-
lore. The Airbus A320 hit a golf

course short of the runway, kill-
ing 52 people. The DGCA attrib-
uted the crash to pilot error,
including an incorrect descent
path and a failure to recognize
and correct the situation in tme.
On April 26,1993, Indian Air-
lines Flight 451 crashed shortly
after take-off from Aurangabad.
The Boeing 737-200 collided
with a truck and power lines,
resulting in 535 deaths. Probe
tound captain misjudged the
takeoff and that inadequate air-
port security and infrastructure
played a role in the crash.
India’s worst aviation disaster
remains the Charkhi Dadri mid-
air collision on November 12,
1996, in which 349 people were
killed. A Saudi Arabian Boeing
747 and a Kazakhstan Airlines
Ilyushin 1I-76 collided mid-air
near Charkhi Dadri in Haryana.
Investigators determined that
the Kazakh crew failed to main-
tain the correct altitude and that
poor English communication
contributed to the accident This
incident led to sweeping changes
in Indian airspace, including the
mandatory use of airborne colli-
sion avoidance systems (ACAS).
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7 killed in helicopter crash near Kedarnath
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A—I plane crash: how DNA analysis is used to identify victims

- —

ALIND CHAUHAN
MNEW DELHI, JUNE 15

AFTER LAST week's Aur Indha Boaeing 787
Droamibiner crash in Ahnwedabad, aut horities
areusing DNA | deoigyribonoc] e acid ) analy -
gis to identify the remains of those killed,
DA zamiples from victans' lamily memnbers
have been collected, and some of the de-
ceased have alreadhy been identfied.

With the éxception of e ntical twing
eviery person has a unique DR that s pres-
ent in nearly every ool of their bacly. DINA
analyss 5 the gold standard for kdentifyang:
heman remains, especially after mass fatal-
ity svenis in which bodiesmighs notbecasy
to identify

But how does thas work? How are DN
samples collected from human remains?
How do saentists analyse these samples?

$TheIndian

Collecting, storing samples

As soon as an indaidusl dies, their DINA
begins 1o degrade. Over time, this degrada-
tion can make i difficult, even impossible,
for the DA o be analysed.

W DA suervivess mchs better inoold and
dry conditons than when i is hot and ho-
rmicl. Tha &8 vl sammples have bo be colleciied
a5 soom &8 possible. and once collected. stoed
in &% cool and dry an emvironment a8 possi-
ble. They should ideally be frozen at minis
20 degree Celsius, ok, inthe cxse of soft tis-
sues{ skin, muscles, eic. | they may be stored
inS%ethanol

B E3A from soft Dissues degrades much
Fster than that from hard tissues [ bones and
teeth ], This & because celis n hamd tissues
are largaly protected from the effects of pu-
trefaction and decomposition, This is whyy
forensic investizators usmsally collect DiNA
from hard tissue.

Hon, 16 June 28245

hitps: / fepaper. indianexpress. com/cA T 7

After a plane crash, the collection of ssue
samples from the wreckage uisually takesa
couple of weeks. But this depends on the
magnitude of the tragedy — after the
Sepmember 11, 2001 attacks in New York, it
took authortes 10 manths to collect the
saamiples of the nearly 3000 victuma

To identify who the col-
lected DMNA belongs o, refer-
ence samples are collected
from biological relatives

] SCIENCE ‘

berofdifferent methods of analysis.

Short tandem repeat [STH) analysis
The met hod evaluate s short ndemrepeats.
which are eisentially short repeating se-
quenees of DMA S TR are used for DENA xlen-
tificanon as they widely vary between
ndnviduals.

“Altrranilysmg 15 or more
of the se yper-vaniable regions
of DNA_ the resulting profike
can beused to sscertan family

Parenits and child ren of the vic-
timare ideal candidates for prosiiding these
sampiles, given that they share 50% of each
others DA

Methods of analysis

After samples are collected, the net stiep
is to extract DNA from them Subsequently,
depending on the guality of the collected
DMA, saentists can choose between 2 num-

SE4B 75

relationships with a high de-
pree of confidenc e ™ acoording to aneport by
the Imernational Comrnitee of thie Red Cross
(TR,

Notethat STRs are typacally found onnu-
clear DA, which is boated within the -
cleus of a cell. Therefore, to carmy out STR
anmakras, (b csentsal that the melear DNA
extracted from the sample s not degraded.

Mitochondrial DNA (miDNA) anabysis:

Thas method is used when nuclear DNA s
degaded orunmailable. M ochondnal DMNA
i found within the cell's encrgy-producing
organelles known as mitochondria, As
mADNA, 15 present inomultple copies within
the cell, itis easier 1o recover frorm hurman me-
mains that are not well preserasd.

This is used for identification becaiise
mitDMNA i3 passed down by the mother, -
changed, to all her children. This means that
samples from a person’s remains can be
muatched with samiples from thesr mothiern, ms-
permal grndmother, sibling. rsernal aons or
o, aned clistant nelatives as long as they be-
kong o the muitemal ine of mhentance.

¥ chromasomse analysis: Humans have
P tvpes ol sex chromeosomes, X and ¥ b
ological males typacally have one Xand one
¥ chromosome, and bioloipcal females typ-
ically have two X chromosomes

In this method, a panel of STR on Y chro-

micsonaes, passed on from father to son, 12
examined o match the rermaing of the vic-
tim with their male relatives, “This can be
n=fui | webven close relatives are ot nuzilable
for commapaanssn: sy memibier of the pater-
malline, nchuding brothers. patemaluncies,
and paternal malke cousins may be wsed for
matching” the KHC report said,

Single nucicotide
[(SMNPs) analysis The method i tepically
insed wiven the DA o be analysed & highly
degraded, SNI” is a vanaton m the DNA se-
quience when asingle base — A C GoorT —
4t aspecific location differs among people.
Lihven that SNPS are unicue 0 each person,
they can be used foridentificabon purposes
with the help of reference samples aken
from, lels sy, thevicimm's peysonal belong:-
ings such as a toothbrush and harbmsh

However, ths method is not the most
elfectve.
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Alflight returns to Dalhi
due to technical snag

New Delr: Just days after a tragic
Air india flight crash claimed over
200 lives, another domestic Tlight
of the airline, carrying 168
passengers. developed a technical
snag immediate ly after taking-off
from Dethl to Vadodara on
Sunday evereng. An alrline sowrce
sald, "The flight had just taken
off from IGIwhen the captain
suspected a problem with the
landing gear within a few minutes
ol becoming abome, As a
caution, he decided Lo retum Lo
the arport.” The aicraft |s slated
to depart to Yadodara on Mond ay.
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'CHAIRS MEET ON RELIEF EFFORTS AND PROBE
PM’s principal secretary P K Mishra
visits Air India plane crash site

OUR CORRESPONDENT

AHMEDABAD: P K Mishra,
the Principal Secretary to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on Sunday inspected
the Air India plane crash site
in Ahmedabad and also vis-
ited the civil hospital where
injured persons are undergo-
ing treatment.

Mishra chairing a high-
level review meeting at Cir-
cuit House here and discussed
ongoing relief, rescue, and
investigation eflorts with senior
officials from the Central and
slate governments, Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau

(AAIB), and Airports Author-
ity of India, an official release
said.

All but one of the 242 pas-
sengers and crew on board
the Boeing 787-8( Al 171 ) and
another 29 persons, indud-
ing five MBBS students, on
the ground were killed when

the London-bound aircraft
crashed into the nearby cam-
pus of the medical college in
Meghaninagar area and burst
into flames, moments alter it
took off from the Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
ArrportL

Mishra reviewed the acd-
dent site near BJ. Medi-
cal College, Meghani Nagar,
where senior oflidals from
the state  government,
Auarcralt Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB), and Airports
Authority of India briefed him
on the sequence of events and
immediate response measures,

it said.
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Teen witness who filmed tragic Ahmedabad
Air India plane crash grapples with trauma

AHMEDABAD: What began
as a simple curiosity to see an
acroplane up close turned into
a trauma for 17-year-old Aryan
Asari, whose mobile phone video
of the ill-fated Air India flight
Al-171 became a viral sensation.

Shaken and deeply disturbed,
Aryan spoke to wiers belore
returning to his home village in
Gujarat’s Aravalll district, 130 km
from Ahmedabad, and expressed
hope that he would escape the
images of the crash he acciden-
tally recorded.

After reaching his father’s
rented house in Meghani
around 12:30 pm on Thursday,
located between the airport and

the crash site, he learned that air-
craft often flew low overhead.
Intrigued, he headed 1o the ter-
race, cager for a never-before-seen
perspective.

Aryan, a Class 12 student
from Shamlaji taluka, arrived
in Ahmedabad on June 12 to
buy textbooks for the upcoming

Shaken and deeply
disturbed, Aryan
expressed hope that
he would escape the
images of the crash he
accidentally recorded.

school year.

“1 had post reached my father's
house around 12:30 pm. and went
up to the rooftop after learning
that planes fly low,” Aryan, who
spoke in broken Hindi and Guja-
rati, said,

"1 was recording a video of a
plane flying low out of curiosity

because | had never seen one from
such a dose distance.” he added.

His recording turned into a
homifying eyewilness accounl.

“When the plane started
desc | thought it was going
to land on the other side of the
atrport. Then it crashed and burst
into flames right in front of my
eyes. It was terrifying,” he told
reporters, the memory clearly
affecting him.

Arvans father, who retired
from the Army, had recently taken
up a security guard job with the
Ahmedabad Metro, which led him
to this rented accommodation in
Meghaninagar - a location where

the tragedy took place.  AGENCIES
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Boeing expects demand
for about 43.600 new
airliners through 2044

WASHINGTON: Boeing
expects global demand for
air travel to increase by more
than 40 per cent by 2030,
driving the need for thou-
sands of new jetliners in the
next few years, according
to its 20-year demand fore-
cast lor commercial airliners
released Sunday ahead of the
Paris Alrshow

Boeing expects demand
for 43,600 new airliners
through 2044. That is essen-
tially the same as last years
edition, which projected
demand for 43,975 new deliv-

eries through 2043, Reuters
reported.

European rival Air-
bus last week revised up its
own 20-vear commercial
demand lorecast by 2 per
cent 1o 43,420 jets, saying the
air transport industry was
expected o ride out current
trade tensions. AGENCIES
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PMO team led by PK Mishra lands in Ahmedabad to monitor rescue, relief work and probe

DILIP SINEH KSHATRIYA
0 Arwwssciaic

THREE days iter the desdly
ernsh of an Alr India Night out-
side Ahmedabad international
alrport befl mome Cha 270 ped
e demad, authorites hisve so
far ldennlied B0 victima, in
cluding lormer chiof minlser
Vijay Rupani. through DNA
tesit ing, and handed over the
boad less o 33

Griving an oflicial upxlale
Stide Emergency Commission
ér Alok Pandey sald 13 death
ceritficates had been lssusd
and bodies handed over tothe
rodpective familles, To
stippart grieving familjes, 22
special teams have besn de
ploved to help them process
fs i ranere clalms aml svoid 0
nancial hardship

He sald contact has been es
b lished] with fnimilies of sl
2 passengers, and relatives
offemaining three f[orsipn na
tionals are expected o arrive
w it hdn the nesct 38 hours

Conflirming the progress on
dlentifics s, Clvil Hospltal
Assistand Superintendest I
Rainish Patel sald. “DINA
rmatches have been confirmed
for B decenserd so far, aned Hemd
lies have béen oonthcted. OF
thed, 83 boddie€ have bedén
hamded over (o families.” The
victims whose mortal remalns
wore handed over were from
Alened abad, Vadodars, Kheda
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Support teams set up to assist bereaved famllies

To assisl the beveaved Families of the victims, the state government
has depho yed ded lcat od Sieaport b i (o sachs decedsea. These Lhiie-
merfibed Laans —conprising a sealor adrminstiat ve affacer, a police
of ficet, and a Lrained professional counsellor—are working c lose ly with

families, providing emotional, iogistical, and procedural support

[ el nnd other ploces

To assini thie e pedarves] Deind
[hea of the victims, the siane
pwovernment has deployed doed)
coted smpport teams for each
lerensin] These three-member
e comprising a senbor nd
minisratveollice:, a police of-
Meer, v s trad ned profess jonal
cotinsel T —are working close
Iy with familles, providing
ermnotional, logist ical, snd pro
codiiral anpport “Fiom 9 pi
Iagt night o 1 pm, our ledms
e worked tiredessly tomaich
DONA samples,” Guarat Home
Minlster Harsh Rameshbhal
Sanghavi wild media

As mnny of the bod les were
bk ml beyond recognilion of
damaged otherwise, awthori
Hes pre carrving oot DXA tesrs
to estaldish the identity of vi
timsof the boreifle troagesdy

Providing updaies during a
press be'lellng al toan Wday, D
Roinessh Patel said that the
identifeat lon process 18 elng
handied with the utmost sensl
tvity and scient ific precision
“The hanloVer of PEmalEs L8
taking plase only after DANA
condirmat ion oavold any mar-
gin of error, he emphasised,

A Bl b ol O Bl 232 per
ple onboard, Including crew

and pascongers were Killed in
afldition to ot least 29 people on
ground as Alr Incdia Night
AlLTE- & Bosing 7878 Dream-
liner &n rouwte o London Gt
wick, nosedived mmutes aftey
Liks Off. crashing lilo Che ST
demis hosied of the BRI Medical
College In the Meghaninags
vl ph bourhond.

Amid intens(Ned rel o oF
forts. a high-lsvel tesim Irom
the Frime Minkster's O &
rivesd] in Ah el on ol
o oversee the ongoing
oS DO,

The team, led by Principal
Secrefary to the PM, Dr PR
Miehra will remiain b Gl
lor o days o monibor reseae
relief, and investigation work
Koy meetings have been Hined
up with Gujarat CM Bhupen
dra Patel, DGPF amd Additinnal
Chiel Secretary (Home),

After visiting the orash sifle
M Mizha A exXpressad griel and
spltdarity, “We came here to
witness eviry thing oursedves
arsl Il's r'Ir-EpE_*-‘ :-.hl'rih"l:lll‘i::
There's really no need (o Loy
much  everyone plieady knows
Evervone % heartbrodien,
there s nothing more 0O ask
Bul we listonad to everyone,
anvd expressed our feelnes amd
s &Y Wwith théim e sald

Miadwhile, Alr bedia said o
is working closely with other
Tt proup compsn s for every
poss e asslstance o e am
fies of the crash victims,
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SpiceJet offers equity to Carlyle
against $121 mn lease obligatiog

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAL & Mew Dty

DEBT-RIDDEN budgst airline
spleedet Limiited will jasue &g
ity shares of the company to
Carlyle Aviation Mammagement
Lamited (CAML) I Len of out
standing alreraft lease obliga
tions totalling $121 million as
of March 51, 2025 This agres
ment aims to deleverage the
alrline's Anancial statements
and represents a crucial step in
its ongolng offorts to stabiliae
its operatlons.

The proposed “transact lon, ™
as outlined in the fling with
BSE. Involves restructuring
these arvears primarily
through the ssunnce of cquity
shares of Spleedet o Carlyle
Aviation, or its manaped lessor
entities. The equity shares will
b Loeuedd A4t A price of 65 poer

shivre, or as per SERI preferen
tial fssue guldelines, sibject to
an aggregate amount of $50
million. A keveandition s ths
Carvie Aviation's sharehold
ing will not exceed 10 of
Spicelet's share capital apon
EE T

According to SplceJet, the
prinary resson for this restroe-
taring is to “completely re
strueture the outstanding ar
rears due to the Lessors
thereby deleveraging Compa
ny s [inancial statements,” Be

—r
—

vond the ssuance of securities,
the term sheet alse Includes
proVisions for & comprehens ive
review of existing lease agres
ments This review will encom

pass mutunlly aceeptable terms
and durations, including polen-
tal extensions of 1ease periods,
administrst lon of engine over-
hanls, adjustments to malnte-
nanee rederves, ncilitating the
refurn to service of grounded
alreraft, establishing credit
lines, ad updst ing and harmo
nizing redelivery conditions
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Al Express flight delayed by
18 hours over technical glitch

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE =
Guwahat

assengers on Alr India
Express [light from
Guwahati to Kolkata
laced a harrowing
ordeal after being deboarded
twice due to a technical ghitch
in the aircrall before being
flown to their destination on
Sunday afternoon - more than
18 hours alter the scheduled
departure, officials said,

The mcident involved 170
passengers aboard Alr India
Express Hight IX-1226, which
Was m.hmdultu to depart {rom
Ll.lkiju}'d Gt_lpjn.rllh Bordolol
International (LGBI) Adrport at
9.20 pm on Saturday,

The flight was delayed st
midnight because ol a “techni-
cal glitch™ and passengers

DELHTI

The incident involved
170 passengers aboard
Air India Express flight
IX-1226, which was
scheduled to depart
from Lokpriva Gopinath

Bordolol International
(LGBI) Airport at

9.20 pm on Saturday

remained seated inside all the
while, an aggrieved traveller
said in a video that has patlils
viral on secial media

Several such videos of the
delayed tlight are being circu-
lated on social media alleging
e Jdear mlormation lor the
flight’s delay.

The media, howeves, inde-
pendently could not conlirm

16 JUNE 2025

the authenticity of the videos.

“Around 1:30 am, we were
asked to deboard and taken to
the lounge, From there, we
were taken 1o a very cheap
hotel for overnight stay, It dld
nol provide us any breakfast)”
he alleged.

On Sunday morning, the
passengers were brought back
to the atrport and boarded the
same atreraft around 9:30 am.
However, they were again
informed by the captain and
crew that the Hight was fur-
ther di:lajﬂ:d due Lo the same
technical issue.

Alter some time, they were
again deboarded and brought
back to the airport with the
local Adr Indis Express otficials
stating that a separale aircraf!
will ferry them to Kolkata.

Finally, they left Guwahats at

3:34 pm in a separate flight
some ol the 170 passengers
opted lor other airlines as
offered by Air India Express.

An Air India Express
spokesperson said that the
evening flight on the
Guwahati-Kolkata route devel-
oped a “techmical issue’

An alternalive aircrall was
arranged the next day, resulting
in an extended delay. Guests
were provided with service
recovery opthons, inchuding holel
al;t.'ummud;llllm, L'i.]'mi:"li.mr.'nlul-
ry rescheduling, or cancellation
with a tull refund; he added.

Rejecting the charge ol
‘cheap hotel” by passengers, an
olticial of the company in
Guwahati said travellers were
oflered the best available hotel
and the airline statf also stayed
in that property.
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Dassault CEO dismisses Pakistan’s
claim of downing Indian jets

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE R
New Delhi
dssault Aviation

Chairman snd CEQ

Eric Trappier has cat-
:-Hnrna":!.'di!.'mit.unl Pakistans
claims of shooting down three
Indian Rafale jets during
Operation Sindoor,

In an inlerview with
Challenges, a French maga-
zing, Trappier affirmed that
Drassanlt has received no affi-
cial communication [rom the
Indian Air Force (IAF) indi-
cating any Ralale losses, frm-
ly branding the Pakistani nar-
rative as [alse "The repor s of
Indian Ratales |::r.'m|5 lost are
not accurate, Trapprier st ated.

“The Indians haven't com-
municated, so we don't know
exactly what happened. What
we already know is that what
the Pakistanis are saying is
inaccurate, Trappier told the
magazine whilke responding to
i Question aboiit FepOris sig-
gesting “India’s loss of at least
one Ratale™ during the con-
frontation. He fLIHf‘JH added,

"What Pakistan Is claimmng
about downing three Rafiles
is stply not true.”

“When the complete details
are known, the realilty may
surprise many. he added. In
the interview just ahead of the
Paris Air Show, Trappie
highlighted the formidable

reputation of the Rafile as a
premier multirole fighter jet.
“If you want a single aircrafl
capable of air-to-air combat,
ICLONMnarssanec, ETULII'I'L:I
strikes, nuclear deterrénce,
and aircrall girrier
deployment, Rafale is
unmatched,” he said

In remarks made ahead of
the Paris Air Show, Trappier
reatfirmed the Rafales status
as one of the most capable
multivole lighier jets my the
world. He described the air-
cralt as unmalched in its yver-
q..ahlit:,.',r.;.quhlr ut'r:h:-u:uling a
wiile range of missions includ-
g alr-to-akr combat, recon-
paissance, ground sirikes,
nuclear deterrence, and air-
cralt carrier operations,

While conceding thar the

American F-22 hagsan -nil:-,e I
stealth, Trappier maintained
that the Rafale offers superi-
or real-world performance
compared o the F-35 He
also claimed that the atrerailt
s -.ugmﬁr.:mll}' more :‘ai"hr.h]t
than anything currently field-
ed by China.

Islamabad had cearlier
claimed that it shot down six
indian atreralt on May 7 and
10, Pakistani Defence Minister
EIuwaja Mihanrmad Asil had
carlier ¢laimed Pakistani
forces downed five Indian
aircraft, including three

Rafales, and captured Indian
serldaers L¥LL|'|IL5 d ra:[;JJLalur:r

attack t'u|1uw|n|._: India's
airstrikes during Operation
Sindoor. However, it has not
released any evidence Lo sup-
port these claims.

India has already denied
that any of s fghter jets
were destroved during
Operation Sindoor, which hu
sucoessiully demolished terror
infrastructure with precision
bambing deep inside Pakdsian

lerritory.
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Al, Tata unite to support families

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
New Defhi

ir India on Sunday
sald It s working
closely with other
Tata group compa
nics o provide every poasi-
ble assistance to the families
and loved oneés of the
Ahmedabad plane crash vic
tims. The alrline In a sisie-
memt also said that over 400
family members have
reached Ahmedabad and are
being assiztesd by it teanmm on
the ground
airline aaid it hat sitsh
lished contact with the next of
kin/relatives of all passengers
and crew members and added
that the process of handing
over the mortal remains and
their personal effects 1o the
nexd af kin b ongoing Every
affecied iamily in Ahmedabad
has been assigned at least one
caregiver by Air India, it said
Air India is working close-
Iv with the authorities and
will be asa isting in the miowe
ment out of Gujarat, and
repatriaticon initistives, where
appropriate, the alrline said.
The airline remains lully
cooperative with the ongoing
investigation led by the
authorities and will continue
to provide updites as venifhed
information becomes avail-
able, as per the statement
Meanwhile, three days after
8 London-bound Air Indis
plane crashed in Ahmedabad,

authorities have so far iden

Family memDers and relatives of Wagha Mehta, who diec in e Alr india plane gash. durng her lurersl & &
ammhrrn.ﬂwndi:ldm&rdlu B L
lJill:'d 4; victims I:hj:uugh h\ the Alrcral: J‘l.u..ldl:'l:lli wt:'r .1|: Ihl: :_r.uh site hﬂr h:r

DNA testing and bodies of 24
have been handed over 1o
thewr lamilies .k-....,urdmg L
ofticials, the DNA samples of
the mortal remains of former
Crnjarsl chiel minister Vijay
Rupani. who was on board
the Air India p-t.ﬁ.l'lt wihiich
crashed in Ahmedabad on
June 12, have matched with
that of his relatives
.‘-Ic_ni.tlu'lulr- the first meet
ing of the high-level multi-dis
ciplinary committce sct up by
the Govermmaent to hook inlo
the Ahmedabad plane crash
will be held on Monday, The
CINTUTTEE i I:'L'P{'L ted to focus
on formuelating Standard
Operating Procodures tor pre
\'EI'E‘!]HH such occurrenods 0
the future”. A separate investi-
gation is also being carried out

[rwvestigation Burcan (AATR),
which is looking into the tech-
nical aspects of the crash

As many of the bodies were
burnt bevond recognition o
damaged otherwise, authori
thes are carrying out DNA
tets to establish the identity of

victims of the horrtic tifd'gr

A tolal of 47 plane Crash vic
tims have bevn identifued so far
through DNA matching. Of
lI'l-r-.u:,thu af M4 victioms have
been handed over o the respec
thve mibies. Thoe deceasad
were from Rasasthan and difter-
eril parts of Gugural, Ackdtional
Civil Superintendent [ Rainih
Patel saiad

Various central and state
governmen! agencied, led by
the Aircralt Accident
[nvestigation Burcan (AAIB),

a probe into the causes ol the
coantry s worsd air disaster in
three decades

PK Mishra, the Principal
Secretary 1o Prime Minister
MNarendra Modi, inspected the
Alr Indis pl.u:h.- crash site in
Ahmedabad on Sunday and
also visited the civil hospital
where injured persons are
m}drrp}ml.[ treatmenl  State
government olficers apprised
Mishira alsouit the QU ne ol
events culminat ing ko tha
wWiolsl Aviatksn I.jiilih.'l (]
decades that left 241 of 242
people on baard the ill-fated
Al Dreamliner dead on
Thursday. Alter enquirin
shout the health of the injure
personi, Muhrs wenl to the
margue area of the hospital "1
am very painad by the enormi-

ty of the tragedy. Everybody is
sacd. M s cour dutty to share grut
ail c.'r.plrn 81T 4 Itch:ll.[i o the
victimis, Mishra todd reporters

Turkish Government tirmly
denided any role in the madnte-
nance of the Alr India Boeing
787 -B Dreamliner aircratt that
crashed in Ahmedabad on
Thursday. In a tstement lsued
by the Centre for Countering
[ dsenesrrristony, Torkish mothut -
ithes sabd. The claim that “the
muastndenance of the Boemg 78 -
B passenger abroraft wis carnied
ot by Turkish Technic” follow
g the crash of an Ar Indio pas
wenger aiscralt during take-off is
lalse The clasrn thae the crashed
alrcraft was maintained by
Turash Technic constitutes dis
information simed at manipu-
Ratirgg pabslic ogrnuon reganding
Markive- Indin relatsons

Under the agrecmenls
made between Air India and
Turkish Technic in 2024 and
125, mainenancd seTvices
are provided exclusively for
B777-type wide-body aircraft.
The H-l:n:mg_q TE7 -8B Dreambiner
imvalved in the scoident does
et fall within the scope of
this agreement. To date,
Turkish Technic had ol con
ducted malntenance on any
Alr India alreraft of this npe.
it further added

Ihe statement also claimaed
that while Turkey s aware of
which company last serviced
the aircraft, they will refrain
[ H.l.ﬂ"ilﬂ'!'_’ i 1o avold fur
ther speculation during ango
ing imvestigations.



PUNJAR K]

LSART DE

P | o

RO fAa=ga uifssyor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

HI

U3 33 v ot J[areTel-dieidbran
J3Te1 & ddeitd! &ait, AR TeeNe

TETETEt, (YeE hEd): EmEt |
ShTeTshTel ST ATt Ut ifem vasnia

ohi T2 T e T

1 GTHAT SRt T2, iR et
@l o e 39 |l W faaE 9
e feam e | stferanrfea

q g% A 7

I aaw fE W
sfeerr 18 R A afirr o

—

TG i i) o #lre e

AT T st el 3
ey & fem =s R nan
sttt 4 =g f war #fza
USRI il TEH ARUERI-1226 T
170 =41 &t oot 3= 6 2,20
A5 s o enwfm mdtny
aFaEs sawsy (UEsteeg)
gard 913 | e 0 At ot ) Jre

Hifza 9¢ wafty Hifza o v iz
Arat 3 e 6 TRt wE o
ST T o A I S g8 SR
qral | weE o o e dt a2 W
Uk SifEd § us Al sl g 9
Ca ! T 1:30
a7 e | 3 e &
feo ey e st e E
| S T S ey O
5 2%t o fere wh A
oo gieet T o ST man |
wieet 1§ weie g =y = &
A0 1 AR g 5T e
3% W T T Sl wEw 9:30 &S
330 forar # Faran man) werfE,
fope | s a7 TeTeh 2 s |l
faran m far 3t aepteRt s9=n &6
Frn IEZA A s R B W &

16 JUNE 2025



o -
o fAua=aas uifdsyor

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RASHTRIYA SAHARA

DELHI

16 JUNE 2025

bere & U deftie o, A ala

5 3 5 3 et o e e e e

B Al 4 Taee 3R o
Fergy ¥ enfaren

B Wa HEw 3 geam T
B 6 50w

TR T () |
wﬂmmqﬂmnqﬁ
o W R AT E
Famm Ta% 7T BF W& AN WA TR
=R oW B T T & e
I A St e o T A
T FE R TR W F
T | e d WA e A TR
st o fag o e 2

2R = T ae e
' FIFH TR & TR A A
nmm&tﬁmmwﬁm
W T B T | T A
T = W 2 B aon dag § =
T O 0A S TE A WA e
== ¥ e wizs e afesm
T T e s Ty
I EEETAATE =AW

WW}IMHMﬁthm
VT IeE O T F A D O
mmmhwmnrmhmumwam
F TN WM FE F IO O 3A N IR E
o =tz vd SrsifdRem A2 & val w3 & o Bda

me#gﬁmﬁhmmmﬁﬂqﬁmﬁm mmqmﬂaﬂl

FﬁaﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬂmﬂﬂWFﬂF
TR WA | T T R T
Hﬂanﬁaiﬂ TH W RS
w4, P w5 T O W
W T A e AT
o T O 92| e U
e Tare =0t = W w2 fm

i FEA § 334 M #
A T W T ) vz e W
qfFm 3 o s R S e e
et e T ST (40)
T T R W (33) sl A
(), T ven el R
(66) 7 ol file (19) oi ST

g (W) | SR o F B §
TR 7 A T A TR E 5
P e 3 v o e A e e dafw
= A IO O 0 A f, T w0 § T i o
7 H e R F TR e T e e A

=k
W EmTi A

Framd B vl o e e e
¥ v 32 ) Jnn a3 S o
w = F e pawa iR W
s gt o e @ dR o.
W SR W W s o
IV 7 W S R |
i T W T R AT e =

AAIB U & & 71

qag (W) | TWEE §
waan e & AR ¥ 99
T TEa 1 W e
TR S S (AR
M TR oo EHT
=i A | FE T i
ae quaTtR IR w0
whar 399 & W W I
frors TefEarR IR B e
R F S
w1 B v v v e o
W FaE & P e e W
Tﬂ:ﬁhxﬁnﬁuﬁw&msﬁm
iw

W OF T R v g

Fat v w9 wE |

ﬂﬂmmﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬂ

3TF WA @ T O 3 TH §

TR HTE W S A S O
€ WIE ¥ OF ara

iy e (TR-9)

| EEEA (e | 5o T
mﬂﬂ#ﬁ#ﬁﬂgﬂﬁﬁ#ﬁ
srntm s T abEem i =R
N it = e T s

AT e w1 ol w s A



e |

I EGIEACE IR R R U EadY

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

SWATANTRA BHARAT

LUCEKNOW

15 JUNE 2025

éﬁﬁaﬁaﬁs’\aﬂmﬁaﬂ

=T, =8 et
wmnﬁa@ﬁrgq%ﬂw
o M Bed F 91 YR 9N

3 5T F2H 3T ¥ Fod
mﬁmmnﬁmﬂﬁ

ferega =fie =7 3w
frm %1 29 i 2R o faam
¥ Tar 242 @00 H 241 @00
%l Hra & E o) 98 Tl aen
T W IS 24 A A
o & ¢

T |99 A IEE A A
Farn fF ga TR a2 g
T Tg 34 WBN 787
fomm g #1301 8 e
F W9 UBA & aleliciF €9
gl F S TH T, W I

fomrel &1 4t wes & o=
T | 3R e, T o
e T T ¢ T & A

7 HegH B F ann 787
ﬁwﬁrﬁmﬁﬂ e =1
e 1 e 3 oo e
ferega fdem & anew fau &)
HAl T HIEA A9 A Fa 6
#EH &1 S O 2 aF 9l
FEdl Hen AT T IR
S o S FEH =S 2,
ﬁﬂ‘a’»ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁi’@'ﬁﬁim

o T S T EF‘rs
a#r#rsmmﬁﬂmﬁ;
TR e 1 9 ey fau
¥ & 4 gl & uftan #t w

djcc! ! & 270 &
IENEETE | Wed o T URR I & famm usm-17i
FHIIE A4 ¥ U | gas #1 9 a9 W 2 3E o
521 ¥E § & 270 V9 HedeErs fafad sreude @i
1 e ﬂ%mmﬁtmﬁmﬁwa@rﬁ&aﬁ#m

ﬁlwﬁuﬁqﬁaﬁaﬂm 265 AT T 9

Al IMDIAA =~

T H HET F4) 91y B 248
Euae oo faw 1o, 11 e
F T T 1 2 T i
A S B

iy
UUgat delid

IEUTETE | EgeEE °
W FEG 3R T SR F
wSited F3eE, T
T I, (T ) T
I 1 a=re e w2
A A & 3FER,
UAUES 29 TEE FE §
W USHTEdl & JEEd &
e TAreE s T
UH FE 5" F1 & 0
T & faum gEew W@
Y Y AR T
e Tfed 35 U 59
21 1 S § vniEe &




P | o

AIRPORTISAUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE STATESMAN KOLEKATA 15 JUNE 2025

Al Al Express
to do away

with flight
number ‘171

NEW DELHI: Air India
and Air India Express will
do away with flight num-
ber ‘171" after the fatal crash
of the Air India plane that
killed 241 people onboard
on Thursday, according 1o
SOLTCES,

The Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner aircraft that
went down soon after take-
off was operating the flight
Al 171" from Ahmedabad
to London Gatwick.

Sources on Saturday
said it is a general practice
that airlines stop using par-
ticular flight numbers after
fatal flight accidents.

From June 17 onwards,
the flight number of
Ahmedabad-London Gat-
wick will be ‘Al 159" instead
of ‘Al 1717 The required
changes to the booking sys-
tem were made on Friday,
one of the sources said.

Another source said that
Alr India Express has also
decided to do away with its
flight number 'IX 171°

The discontinuation of
the flight number ‘171" is
also a mark of respect for
the departed souls, they
added.

In 2020, Air India
Express also discontinued
using the flight number of
the aircraft that crashed in
Kozhikode, killing 21 peo-
ple onboard. M
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Air India Delhi-Vadodara flight returns
to IGIA 30 min after takeoff due to snag

New Delhi: Air India Delhi-Vadodara flight (Al 819) safely returned
to Indira Gandhi International Airport within half an hour of take off
on Sunday evening after a suspected snag with the landing gear.
The Airbus A321 (VT-PPI) took off at 6.51pm. Soon after getting
airborne pilots suspected trouble with the landing gear. Sources
say it reportedly did not retract. The crew then informed Delhi Air
Traffic Control that they will be turning back to make a
precautionary landing. As per procedure, Delhi airport made all
emergency arrangements. The plane landed safely at 7.20pm,
according to flight tracking sites. “There was a technical issue
suspected with the landing gear. After thorough checks, it was
cleared for operating on Sunday night itself,” said sources. TnN
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Urgent checks on
Air India 787 fleet
after Ahmd crash

Tinvmes News Nerwonk

New Delhi: Air India’s Boe-
Ing 787 Dreamlinerfleetisun-
dergoing urgent satetyv
checks following the June 12
crash, civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said Satur-
day, while promising “all nec-
essary steps” to strengthen
aviation safetv

Air India posted on X that
checks durected by DGCA are
underwav across its 787s.
“Checks have been complet-
ed on nine aircralt. We are on
track to complete the remain-
ing 24 within the regulator’s
timeline,” theairline said.

Al warned of possible de-
lays on long-haul routes due
o extended turnaround
times, “Customers will be du-
ly notilied about any delavs.
They are advised to check the
status of their flights before
heading to the airport.,” the
airline said.

Addressing his first
presser since the tragedy,
Naidu said Modi govt had set
up a high-level committee led
by lInion home secretary Go-
vind Mohan to examine the
crash and recommend long-
termaviation safety reforms.
The committee was an-
nounced after PM Modi visit-
ed the crash site Friday Nai-
du said the panel will not in-
terfere with ongoing investi-
gations but will focus on
systemic reforms to prevent
future disasters.

Airports Accident Investi-
gation Bureau is conducting

high-level panel has been formed
to recommend safety reforms

the primary probe. The com-
mittee will work in parallel,
identifyingtheroot cause and
contributing factors, mclud-
mg mechanical fature, hu-
man error, and regulatory
lapses. The panel will also
draft updated SOPs, bench-
marked to international
practices.

Its report is due by Sept 13.

“The black box has been
recovered,” Naidu said, add-
ing that decoding the data
will elarifv what went wrong
after take-off from Ahmeda-
biad On
a scheduled flight to London.,

Union aviation secretary
Samir Sinha said the same
aircraft had arrived unevent-
fully from Paris to Ahmeda-
bad.

“On Ahmedabad-London
light, pilot gave a Mavday
call to ATC just after take-off.
ATC responded, but there
wasnoreplyfromthecockpit.
It crashed 2km from airport.”
he added.
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