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Second cab pick-up point at airport
to open in June after multiple delays

AAl officials say the facility will be opened by end of June, bringing a sigh of relief to flyers, as the current arrangement to board
cars is cumbersome; AAl officials attribute delay to legal concerns and the Model Code of Conduct that was in force for elections

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

ive months since the
F facility got ready and
after multiple missed
deadlines, the Airports
Authority of India (AAT) has
now decided to open the
cab pick-up point at the
Chennai airport in June.
Thousands of air passen-
gers landing at the Chennai
airport every day have been
looking forward to the open-
ing of this cab pick-up point,
which is located inside the
plaza, opposite the T1 dom-
estic terminal.

Tiring process

This is because, in the exist-
ing set-up, passengers board
a shuttle vehicle or walk
down to the west wing of the
multi-level car parking facili-
ty, use the elevator, and fi-
nally catch a cab. Vexed over
this circuitous arrangement

The second cab pick-up point is located inside the plaza opposite the T1 domestic terminal. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

to board a cab, many have
complained and taken to so-
cial media platforms such as
X narrating the inconve-
nience it has caused. To fix
this issue, the AAI chose to
provide an alternative cab
pick-up point inside the pla-
za, opposite the T1 domestic
terminal.

The work on the plaza —
which was conceived as a
space for passengers to relax
— commenced three years
ago.
While it had to be com-
pleted in October 2024, the
work  was constantly
plagued by delays and it was
finished in December last

year. But, till date, the AAI
had not opened the second
cab pick-up point, citing it
had to seek legal opinion to
prevent any problems with
the previous contractor and
arbitrary implication.
Officials said that since
the Model Code of Conduct
for the Tamil Nadu Assemb-

ly elections was imposed,
the facility couldn’t be
opened.

“Most of the processes
are complete and we are
hoping that the cab pick-up
point can be started by the
end of June for the conve-
nience of passengers,” an of-
ficial said.

Anitha G., a flyer from
Chennai airport said the cur-
rent cab pick-up arrange-
ment was difficult for senior
citizens. “After the flight, a
substantial amount of time
goes in taking a shuttle and
then waiting for the elevator
again at the parking facility.
What is even more appalling
is, though the facility was
ready five months back, pas-
sengers are still unable to
use it owing to unreasonable
factors. Whatever proce-
dures had to be completed,
the AAI should have done
them before the construc-
tion was over. It is sad that it
took five months. I hope the
plaza doesn’t miss this dea-
dline too,” she added.
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CISF takes charge of security at Darbhanga airport

ABHINANDAN MISHRA
BATHE

Security sl Darbhanga Air-
port was formally handed
over to the Central Indus-
U‘i;l]&-t'm‘itfu' Foree (C15F ) om
Thursday, marking a major
1":.]IIII:N;III! ol pviihon sevupiy
infrastructune in ¥orth Bikar
and along the Indoe-MNepal
horder region.

With the induction, Darb-
hanga has become the T2nd
airport in the country and
the third airport in Bihar, af-
ter Patna and Gava, to come

unider CISF security cover.

Thie formeal fndusetion cere-
oy wais Bedd at the airport
premises in the presence of
Bihar Chief Minister Samrat
Chowdhary and CISF Diree-
tor General Proveer Hanjan.
Pu]1|:irr|1:neq-'1ll:|!i‘|:|-.q..-.|'11'rr
state administration officials,
civil aviation authorities amnd
security agencies also artend-
el the programome

Officinle said 145 CISF per-
sonmel have been deployed
in the initial phase to pro-
vide specialised aviation

security at the airport. The
deployment assumes slra-
feghe importance because of
[Iilrl:lh.'uu;:l.'s. |1T\1:I"('iIII-E| v i
the T2% kom Inde-MNepal bor
der and concerns relating to
transnational threats, smug-
gling networks nod emengdng
security challenges, including
dirone sightings in border ar
ens Darbhanga Airpost fane-
tons s o el enclave within
an Indian Air Foree station,
miaking the deployment of
a specialised aviation secu-
ritw foree operationally sig-

Indurtlun ﬂ-rnmnmr was held at ilrlmrl nrz‘mlsas in ;ln:u-
of BiharCM Samrat Choudhary and CISF D& Pravesr Ranjan

nificant. CISF will provide a
it - Eyered security system
civering passenger and hag-

b scrvening, anti-sabotage
checks, surveillance systems,
access control mechanisms

anitl cpuick pesponse armange-
mienitE.

Specialised units, includ-
g (haiek Responge Teams,
Bomb Dispoesal Squads and
K9 dog squads trained in
cxplosive detection, have
alsn been 4||.-|1|.1.l:| il 3= fairt
of the enhanced security
framework. The sirport has
emerged as one of the fastes:-
rowlng afrports under the
Gevernment of Indza's UDAN
scheme and has recorded
rapid growth in passenger
traffic in recent vears, sienifi-

conithy imprenvimgg regbonal air
cannectivity in North Bihae

Addressing the gather-
ing. Chiel Mintster Samral
Choadhary said there would
be “no compromise on secu-
rity” in the Mithila region,
wlaich b dleseribnd 2 ||i,|d1|1.
sensitive. He said the mdue-
ticm of CISF would provide a
robust security shield o eiti-
F IR ;1.|'|||.su1n'1:.|l|1|1lllr|ll'|r'.|.r-
all oviation security structure
in the reghon.

CISF Direcior Genersl
Praveer Ranjan said the foree

remiained committed fo en
suring safe. seeure and pas-
senger-friendly airport en-
'|.'ir|| sintieiils I|1r||||.:.t|1 rr.l.ilbe:ri
manpower, advanced tech-
nolory and globally bench-
mukrked security practices.

Wiih [}.Lrh]:la:l:lg;l .-’|.'ir:||lr|
coming under its security
cover, CISF now secures 11
critical insmallatinons across
Bihar, il:rln:f::l!g uirlmﬂ:.‘.
and major industrial units,
further expanding its mle in
protecting vital infrastruc
ture in the stute,
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time. For many passengers

burremainsa challenge. Public

Airport, is projected to reduce

Navi Mumbai airport’s next cha]lenge MOves beyond runway capacity

rises,but access
remains uneven
across Mumbai

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, May 15

FOUR MONTHS AFTER open-
ing with just 23 daily flights,
NaviMumbai International Air-
port (NMIA) has rapidly
emerged as Mumbai's second
aviation hub.Dailyflight move-
ments havecrossed 150 opera-
tions across nearly 4 5 destina-
tions, passenger traffic has
crossed the 1-million mark, and
airlines are steadily expanding
schedules at the new airport.
But asoperationsscaleup,
the airport’s next test is shifting
beyond aviation infrastructure
to something far more familiar
to Mumbai commuters: travel

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

.531.'_-_.

across the Mumbai Metropoli-
tan Region, the viability of
NMIA is being shaped less by
physical distance and more by
how predictably they can reach
theairport. While the openingof
the MumbaiTrans HarbourLink
(MTHL) has sharply improved
access from South Mumbai,
large parts of the western sub-
urbs continue to face long and
inconsistent road journeys.

A passenger travelling from
Colaba or Nariman Point can
nowreach NMIAin 20-40min-
utes during non-peak hours
through the MTHL corridor. In
contrast, commuters from Bori-
vali and otherwestern suburbs
often spend anywhere between
90 minutes and over two hours
navigating congestion across
the Western Express Highway,
Jogeshwari-Vikhroli Link Road
and the Sion-Panvel corridor.
Taxi fareson these routes range

16 May 2026

CONNECTIVITY CONCERN

= Mavi Mumbai
International

Airport remains Sion-Panvel Highway
heavily continue to support
dependent on traffic flow, but recurring
road-based congestion at Kurla and
access Chembur a challenge
® Suburban rail m NMIA spokesperson
connectivity through = says they are working
Uran line seeing with govt agencies
limited traction to boost multimodal
because of last-mile  connectivity and
gaps and luggage- expand transport
related constraints routes

®E Feeder routes such as
Palm Beach Road and

g e

from ¥900 to ¥1,500, depend-
ing on traffic conditions and
travel time. The contrast is
beginning to reshape airport
preferencesacross thecity. Res-
idents inVashi, Belapur and Pan-
vel are increasingly treating

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/79879168

NMIAas their default airport
because of shorter travel times
of around 20-3 5 minutes. For
travellers from Bandraand BEC,
however, bottlenecks at San-
tacruz-Chembur Link Road,
Chembur and Govandi con-

tinue to affect reliability, partic-
ularly during peak hours.
Travel from Thane remains
relatively more stable, though
peak-hour commute can still
stretch beyond 90 minutes.
The airport currently

remains heavily dependenton
road-basedaccess.While feeder
routes such as Palm Beach
Road and the Sion-Panvel
Highway continue to support
traffic flow, recurring conges-
tion at Sion, Kurla and Chem-

transport integration is still
evolving, with suburban rail
connectivity through the Uran
line seeing limited traction
because of last-mile gaps and
luggage-related constraints.
According to an NMIA
spokesperson, the airport cur-
rently offers app-based cabs,
prepaid taxis, BEST'sChalo buss
routes, Navi Mumbai Munici-
pal Transport (NMMT) airport
buses and shuttle services for
nearby Navi Mumbaiareas. The
spokesperson added that the
airportisworkingwith govern-
ment agencies to strengthen
multimodal connectivity and
expandtransportroutesinline
with rising passenger demand.
Upcoming infrastructure
projects areexpected to improve
the situation overthe next few
years. Metro Line 8, which will
connect NMIA with Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International

inter-airport travel time to
around 30 minutes. The pro-
posed Thane-Navi Mumbai ele-
vated corridor and the Airoli-
Kataitunnel arealso expectedto
ease pressure on existing roads.
Industryexperts say theair-
port’s long-term success will
depend on how quickly these
transport links become opera-
tional. Aviation expert Lokesh
Sharma said, “NMIA's growth
from 23 dailyflightsatlaunchto
over 150 daily flight move-
ments within just four months
reflects the strong aviation
demand across the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region. However,
an airport becomes a true hub
only when passengers can
access it reliably." AV Shenoy of
Mumbai Mobility Forum said
the airport’s connectivity gaps
could limit its appeal for large
sections of Mumbai travellers
despite thegains from MTHL.

WCy
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30% land acquired for
Purandar airport: Dudi

Varad Bhatkhande

FIMPRI-CHINCHWAD

Around 30% of the land
required for the proposed
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Raje
International  Airport at
Purandar has been acquired
through agreements with
farmers, Pune district officials
said on Wednesday,

Pune District Collector
Jitendra Dudi said compensa-
tion worth 115 crore has
been directly transferred to
farmers’ bank accounts over
the last three days. He clari-
fied that payments are cur-
rently being made only to
original landowners and not

to investors holding land in
the project arca.

The proposed airport pro-
ject requires 1.216 hectares, or
nearly 3040 acres, of land
spread across seven villages in
Purandar tehsil. Officials said
affected mrmers are expected
to receive a minimum com-
pensation of TL61 crore per

acTe.
According to the adminis-
tration, agreements have

already been completed for
around 820 acres of land,
accounting for more than 30%
of the total land required for
the airport project. The
acquisition process is cur-
rently underway in all seven

villages included in the pro-
ject area

The district administration
has started issuing notices to
farmers who have agreed to
the acquisition before finalis-
ing agreements. These notices
include compensation details
for land, houses, fruit-bearing
trees, orchards, borewells,
pipelines and other affected
assets. Dudi said the compen-
sation distribution process
gathered pace from Monday
onwards, and notices are
being issued across all seven
villages. He added that the
remaining farmers are
expected to receive notices
within the next two days.



AIRPUH 'SAUT HOPITY UF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL

MUMBA T

15 MAY 2026

Adani Airport Holdings signs deal with
IHG Hotels & Resorts for 5 properties

Dhairya Gajara

MUMEBA)

Adani  Airport  Holdings
Limited (AAHL) and IHG
Hotels & Resorts signed a man-
aged hotel portfolio agreement
to develop five hotels across
Navi Mumbai, Jaipur,
Thiruvananthapuram  and
Mangaluru. The agreement
will add close o 1500 keys

across multiple brands and
locations while also marking
the Indian debut of IHG's lux-
ury lifestyle boutique brand
Kimpton Hotels & Restaurants,

The partmership comes at a
time when these cities are
seeing rising travel demand
and rapid expansion of Indias
aviation, tourism and airport-
led urban infrastructure sec-
tors. The portfolio includes a

‘H_u-.‘.;---.

Kimpton hotel lu.l-.i.i[.nu' as well
a5 Holiday Inn and Holiday Inn
Express  hotels  within
upcoming hospitality-led
mixed-use developments as
part of the Adani Airport cities.
According to AAHL, itisalsoin
advanced discussions with [HG
o further deepen and expand

£

this partnership beyond these
four cities. The partnership
marks the debut of Kimpton
Hotels & Restaurants in India,
Known globally for its design-
led hotels, chef-driven dining
experiences and boutigue fux-
ury positioning, Kimpton's
entry is said o reflect the
growing demand for premium
lifestyle hospitality experi-
ences in India



AIF?PUH ISAUT HUFHT!‘ IZ_JIF lNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 16 MAY 2026

AdRIEAIS I8 A
fawre dar s I

TR, ST [T o e T
mmmﬂgmw_m?wirm
%IE‘E’EIHTEEFE H’EHﬂﬁ'ﬂE‘H R
l
T T AT 1 o o e
it sl Twt @ o fawa 3 fafu
WA ¥ Se um #FE A
AR 0 | AR & 8 TR
feeeit | TeEll TIF A AR 7:03
#31 BEAR A AE W I, T
ST A AT T A 8:00
T3 T B | S T e o wfeEe
A T |
TSI RIS TN S e
T & e Al et 3 e 4 e,
e o e AT g e | e
T 3% U e A e i
SR T A TR
wferar it & e A 9 aifaw
T |




HITAa

AIRPORTS AUTH

QORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENMNIUM POST

KOLEATA

15 MAY 2026

Adani Airport Holdings inks deal with IHG
Hotels & Resorts for developing 5 properties

MUMBAI: Adani  Air-
port Holdings on Thursday
announced signing a deal with
hospitality firm IHG Hotels
& Resorts for developing five
hotels across key airport-linked
and high-growth urban des-
tinations, including Mumbai,
Navi Mumbai and Ahmedabad.

The agreement will add
close to 1,500 keys across mul-
tiple brands and locations, in
line with IHG's growth plans
for India, Adani Airport Hold-
ings Ltd (AAHL) said.

AAHL said it is also in
advanced discussions with THG
to further deepen and expand
this partnership.

The pact also marks IHG's
luxury lifestyle boutique brand,
Kimpton Hotels & Restaurants’
debut in the domestic market.

The development aligns
with rising travel demand and

the rapid expansion of Indias

aviation, tourism and airport-
led urban infrastructure sec-
tors, AAHL said.

These five hotels will be
developed across Jaipur, Man-

aluru, Thiruvananthapuram
and the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR), strengthen-
ing hospitality infrastructure
around major aviation and
urban growth corridors, the
company said.

AAHL currently oper-
ates Mumbai, Navi Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Lucknow,
Guwahati, Mangalore and

L

Thiruvannathapuram airports.

“As the Adani Group
expands its presence across
hospitality and airport-led
urban infrastructure, our vision
is to create world-class destina-
tions that seamlessly integrate
travel, stay and urban experi-
ences around Indias rapidly
growing aviation ecosystem,’
said Pranav Adani, Director,
Adani Enterprises Ltd (AEL).

The portfolio includes a
Kimpton hotel in Jaipur as
well as Holiday Inn, and Holi-
day Inn Express hotels within
upcoming hospitality -led

mixed-use developments as
part of the Adani Airport cities.

“We are building this plat-
form in partnership with lead-
ing international hotel brands
that bring global standards,
operational excellence and
scale. Our collaboration with
IHG Hotels & Resorts, and
the development of five hotels
across key gateway destina-
tions, marks an important step
in strengthening high-qual-
ity hospitality infrastructure
aligned with Indias long-term
travel and economic growth,’
he added.

Known globally for its
design-led hotels, chef-driven
dining experiences and bou-
tique luxury positioning,
Kimpton's entry reflects the
growing demand for preminm
lifestyle hospitality experiences
in India. MPOST
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AdaniAirport Holdings signsdeal withIHGtodevelop hotelsin India

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
Musrabwid, 15 My

Adani Airport Holdings Ltd
(AAHL) has officially
announced that it has inked
adeal with global hospitality
[irm [HG Hotels & Resorts to
developlive hotels across key
airport-linked and high-growth
urbandestinations, including,
Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and
Thiruvananthapuram
Presently, AAHL operates
irports in Mumbai, Navi
Aumbad, Ahmedabad Jaipur,
e, Gt Mangakor:
nd Thiruvananthapuram
Speaking about  the
seloprment, Adini Enlerprises
imited (AEL) Director Pranav
hdani said, “As the Adani
sroup expands its presence
s hospita iy and airpon-ked
urbun infrastrud ure, ouryision

is to create world-class
destinations that seamlessly
infegrate travel sty and urban
experiences around India's
rapidly growing aviation
coosystem.”

The portlolio includes a
Kimpton hotel in Jaipur as
wellas Holiday InnandHoliday
Inn Express hotels within

upcoming hospitality-led
midedHusedeselopment prsjed s
as part of the Adani Airport
cities. “We are building this
platformin partners hipwith
leading intemational hotel
brands that bring glohal
andands operational excelaoe
and seale, Our collaboration
with IHG Hotels & Resorts

and the development of five
hotels across key gateway
destinations marks animportant
ep nstrengthening hiph-guality
hospitality inlrastrocture
aligned with India’s long-term
travel and economic growth,”
Pranav Adani said.

Known globally for its
design-led hotels cheFdriven
hury positioning, Kimplon's
entry reflects the growing
demand forpremium lifestyle
hospitality experiences in
India.

O partnership with Adiani
Airport Holdings Ltd (AAHL)
reflectsthe sealeol opportunity
wir continue W soe in India's
hospitality sector, pardeularly
across pateway cities and
airport-led developmentsthat
arewitnessing strong dermand
from business, leisure and

transit travellers alike” IHG
Hotels & Resorts Managing
Director, South West Asia,
Sudeep Jain said.

HGHods& Resortscurmently
operates 52 hotels across six
brands in India and has a
pipelineol 98 addtional hotels
expected o open over the
rext three o five vears

AAHL alsostated that itis
reirmeiningaipyorts as inleeraied
urban ecosystems which
wnbineaviationwith bospitabing
retail, commercial and social
infrastrictire.

The company plnstobuild
i destinations desigred
Ly enhanee travelexperiences
while driving boog-Henmeconomic
and urbangrowththrowghits
airport city developments
spanning approximately 663
acresacross keyeities, AAHL
stated.



RPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DELHI

1le MAY 2026

Noida airport likely
to account for 17% of
NCRs traffic by 2030

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The soon-to-open
Noida International Alrport
(NIA) expects to account for
around % of Delhi-NCRsair
traffic demand this fAscal,
with that share rising to 17%
in the Nseal ending March
20, By then, passenger traf-
fic in Delhi-NCR is lkely 10
towch 13.5 crore, neardy dou-
hle the number of flyers Del-
hi's IG1 adrport saw in 2025,
Like most now airports,
NIA will be an essentially or-
gin-and-destination{O&Dair-
ot dn the st e vearsof op-
erations. Transfer trafic will
build as Nights grow, enabling
I ko start Munctloning &s a huh
NIA, whichiisbacked by Zur-
ieh Adrports, appointed Lan
drum & Brown (L&B), one of
theworld's oldest aviation plan-
ning consulbtincy firms, o con-
duct a traffic stndy To deter
e that, L&E studied the Dl
hiregion as a whole. “NLA's pas-
senger tralfie in the initial
years will be driven by its catch-
ment area (which is) der 120
e Cree o travel time
inciudes all of Delhi. Ghaxia-
eadl, Gautam Budh Kagar and
parts of Meerut. Sonipat, Jhaj-
Jar, Reward. " the stody says.
Delhi’s 1GI akrport saw 7.8
crore flyers in the 2025 calen-
dar year and fts current an
nual passenger hondling ca-
pacity bs close io 11 crore. This
is expected to rise to about 14
erore annually onee T2 makes
way for the new T4 in o decade
or so, NIA's trafficstudy shows
that IGLA will “comtinue o be
favoured by airdines during
the imitial years post eom.
mencement of operstions at
NIA_.. onee traffie st 1GIA

nears its ultimatecagacity it is
pxpected that there will be
spillageol traffic o NLA"
Thismeansthat for the next
5-8 venrs or H DGLA saturstes,
NLA will comipete for traffic. Af
ter that, any airl ine wanting to
b Mights will have 10 o to it
Just fike Mumbal st present
where the existing CSMIA s
operating bevond capactty and
addimg Mights means going to
Mavi Mumbal Alrport.
“Domestic carriers stated
that though they could prefer
IGIA in the near term, they
woubd like to split thelr oper
ations between the twoai
o properly cover each alrport's
catchment area. . benefits due
to the frse-mover ndvantage
and higher yiedd associaned
with peak hour shots could out-
weigh the cost ol splitting oper
ntions across two airports, Alr-
limes would move someof their
ciirrent  operations o NLA,
start new service in untapped
mitirets, and incrense froquen
cy to tier 1 markets from NIA
Abrlines would focus on getting
premium slots first and then
proeress ively expaml their pro-
file of operation throughout
the day" the L&B study says.
LA&RE long lerm passenger
forecast has fctored in histor-
el datn up to FY "E2 apart
from erucial factors, nelud-
ing economic data, crude ofl
prices and forelgn tourkst ar
rivals. “Initially, given the na-
ture ol the alrport, K = be
lieved the airport will bemost-
ly Ol (origin amd destina-
tion) in nature The transfer
profile mround the opening
vears will make up about 5%
of thetotal passengers, Trans-
fers will progressively devel
op over time and reach 21% by
FY'44,” the L&R study adis.
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Halwara airport commences
ops with maiden Delhi flight

SH1vani BHAKOOD

THRINUNE NEWASENVICE

LITDNHIAN A, MAY 15

The Halwara airport wit-
nessed scenes of celebration
on Friday morning as the first
Air India flight from Delhi
landed there at 708 am, mark-
ing a major milestone for the
repion’s air connectivity.

The inaugural Airbus A320
aireraft, with a seating capaci
tv of 160 passengers, recenved
a festive welcome at the termi-
nal. Punjabi music, alon gwith
giddha and bhongm perform-
ances, added colour to the
occasion as people gathered
mside and outside the airport
towitness the historic landing .

Union Minister of State
for Railways Ravneet Singh
Bittu termed the launch a
landmark moment for
regional connectivity and
said the efforts made over
the past 12 years had finally

borne fruit. BJP MP Rajin-
der Gupta and AAP MP
Vikramjit Singh Sahney
were also aboard the maid-
en Delhi-Halwara flight.
The inaupural landing
turned into a celebmtory
event, reflecting the hopes

\

Union Minister of State for Railways Revneet Singh Bittu and AAP MP Vikramjit Singh Sahney join
bhangra performers; and (below) the Air India flight from Delhi arrives at the Halwara airport.

attached to the new aviation
facility. Speaking on the side-
lines, Bittu expressed confi-
dence that the airport would

FESTIVE WELCOME

Theina ugural Iandlngturr’ed
into acelebratory evert as
the Airbus AZ20 alrcraft
received a festive welcome at
thetermminal. Punjabl music,
along with giddha and
mmgra perfunﬂamea

aﬁded mlnurtn The n-::r_:aalnn

People gathered at the airport
o witness the landing.

soon witness regular fMipht
operations, IMpRving connes
tvity fior Ludhiana and nearty
districts and making travel

more convenient forresidents,
Bittu, who arrived on the first
flight, returned to Dahionthe
same aircraft at 740 am.
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Will fiyers leave IGIA for Jewar?

OR nearly a decade, the Noida Intemational
— Airport at Jewar was projected as NCR's
angswer to Delhi'’s overemowded aviation sys-
tern, a futunsticmegaairpor that would decongest
Indira Gandhi Intemational {IGT) airport, unbocs
emnomie growth along the Yamuna Expressway
and, erucially make fiving cheaper
That last promise became the project’s bipgest
selling point. Uttar Pradesh levies barely 1 percent
value added tax on Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF),
among the lowest in the country, while Del
mmposes nearly 25 per cent. Since fuel alone
accounts for 3540 per cent of an aidine's operating
cost in India camiers operating from Jewar were
experted to sive substantially compared to Dedhi,
Industry estimates suggested airlines could save
amywhere bebween Rs 8 000 and Bs 15000 0n a sin-
ple narrow-body domestic flight depending on
route lenpth and fuel uplift. Those savings were
expected to trickle down to passengers through
cheaperfares. But weelks before the airport begins
commercial opermtions onJune 15, that promise is
facing serious tirbulence,

NEW TERMS OF ENGAGEMENT

The trigger 15 a new tanft order 1ssued by the Al
ports Economic Regulatory Authority (AERA),
which has approved passenger charges at Jewar
agnificantly higher than IGIA in several cate-
gories, rasing a diffieult question for airlines and
passengers alike: if flying from Jewar ultimately
rosts the same as Delhi, or even more, why would
passengers shift at all?

Underthe approved tariff structure for 2026-27,
domestie passengers departing from Noida Inter
national Airport will pay a User Development Fee
{(UDF} of Bs 490, Infernational departures will
attract Rs 980, Domestic armvals will pay Rs 210,
while international armvals will be charged Rs 420,

At TGI airport, domestic departing passengers
currently pay amund Bs 128 as TTDE while domes-
tic arrivals are charped roughly Rs 56, Intemation-
al passenger charges are also considermbly Lowen

The difference is not marginal. A domestie pas
senger flving out of Jewar could pay nearly four
times more in departure charges than while using
the Dedhi airport, For a family of four, a round-tip
Journey from Jewar could add nearly Rs 4000 only
mn passenger development fiees before airfare, con-

Higher airport charges, longer

road ravd, similar airfares — the
ambitious airport projectfacesa
majortest before June 15 launch

L _ —
veniende fees, bappagecharges orarport transpaort
eosts are even caleulated.

et | . - =

AFFORDABILITY NARRATIVE
Passenpers do not book flights based on ATF taxa-
tion models or airport financing structures, They
mompare the final amount visible on ticket-booking
websites, Indian carriers, including TndiGo and Air
India, had mised concems before AERA waming
that the tariff structiire cotld hiut demand dinng
the airport's crucal launeh phase,

That concem isespecially serious for India’s low-
cost arline market. Aidines such as IndiGo, Air
Indin Express, Spicedet and Akasa compete
aggressively on fares, often operating on razor-thin
margins. Even 4 few hundred nipees can sipnifi
cantly mfluence booking behaviour

Analysts say passengers are usually willing to
travel farther to an airport only when the savings
are meanmgful. That creates Jewar's first magor
contradiction,

ACCESSIBILITY CONCERN
Whil e IGIA sits within an integrated transport net-
work with direct Airport Express metio connectiv-
ity Jewar will initially rely heavily on mad access
thmugh the Yamuna Expresswaiy and adjoining
highways, Metmo and raped rail pmojects are still
under development.

For many residents incentral Delhi, Gumigmm
orwest Delhi, reaching Jewar could easily taketwo
to three hours depending on tmffie conditions,
compared tounder an hour for IGT airport

That road jourmey gl so carmes its own cost. A taxa
ride from south ar central Delhi to IELA may cost
Rs 500-300 depending on timing and location, The

same trip to Jewar could dimb well beyond Rs
2,000 during peak hours once tolls and distance are
factored in.

Higher airport charges, longer road journeys,
similar airfares, Where exactly 15 the low-cost
advantage passengers were promised?

Comparatively, IGIA today operates as one of
Asia's largest aviation hubs, handling close to 79
million passengersannually, Tthasthreetenminals,
four niomways, mature aidine networks, plobal cone-
nectivity and massive commerdal infrastructure.

Jewar, in contrast 15 bepginning from scrateh. The
airport’s first phasealonehas reportedly costmore
than Bs 11,000 crore and is indtially designed for
around 12 million anmual passengers, Long-term
plans gim to scalecapacity to nearly 70 million pas-
sengers by 2086.

Recovering such mvestments requires aggnes-
sive monetisation inthe eady vears. That explains
why preenfiddd airports acmss India often depend
heavily on aeronautical evenue, passenger fees,
landing charpes and patking tan s, until commer-
cial ecosystens stahilise,

Infact, the charges approved by AERA are lower
than what the airport operator initially demanded.
Yamuna Intemational Airport Private Limited
(YIAPL), backed by Zurich Airport Intemnational,
had reportedly sought a domestic departure UDF
of Bs 653 and an intemational charge of Bs 1200
before the repulator reduced them.

AFRA has defended the tantt structure by anpu-
ing that the arport requires finaneinl sustainabili-
ty during its fhrmative vears, Tt also approved a
Variable Tarift Plan aimed at attrmetng adines,

The problem with aviation economics s that
infrastructure alone mrely pumrantees traffic, If
pasSEnPer response remains wedk, camiers may
hesitate to shift substantisl caparity away from
Delhi. At the same time, Jewar's bng-term strate
gie potential remains undentable. The airport is
expected to become amagorcargo and logistics hub
and anchor ndustriol development acmss the
Yamuna Expressway region. Real estate prices
acmss Greater Noida and adjomning aress have
already witnessed significant appreciation.

Officials have consistently maintained that Jew-
aris not intended to replace Delhi sirport but com-
plement it by serving eastern NCR and western
Uttar Pradesh, while absorbing future aviation
growth. But the immediate challenge before Jew-
ar i not infrastructure, it is perceplion,
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‘Give relief to flyers’: SC bats

for rationalisation of airfares
Carpooling, 2-day virtual hearing:
SC tums on fuel-saving measures

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 15

The Supreme Court on
Friday said there should
be some rationalisation
of airfares and asked the
Centre to provide relief
o flyers.

A two-judge bench of
Justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta
flageed that on the same
day, one airline flying in
the same sector charges
a particalar airfare
while another charges a
different airfare.

“Try to give some relief
to the people because of
the discrepancy. On the
same day, for flights to
the same sector, one air-
line charges 78,000 while
the other airline charges
¥18,000 for the economy
class,” the apex court
told solicitor general
Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the Centre.

Justice Mehta said that
“there should be some
rationalisation (of air-
fares)” after the solicitor
general said that a new
enactment of 2024 has
come into effect and the
corresponding rules are
in the process of consul-
tation. He said the gov-

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 15

The Supreme Court on
Friday announced intro-
duction of a series of
administrative meas.
ures, including manda-
tory virtual hearings
two days a week, hvbrid
proceedings, carpooling
by judges, and partial
work-from-home
arrangements for reg-
istry staff, in line with
the Centre's fuel conser-
vation pitch in the wake
of West Asia crisis.

The SC decided to hear

CASes exclusively
through video confer-
ence on Mondays and
Fridays, and judges
“unanimously resolved™
to encourage car-pooling
arrangements amongst
themselves in order to
ensure optimum fuel
utilisation.

The move came follow-
ing a call by Prime
Minister Narendra Moi
on cutting down avoid-
able expenditure on fuel
and gold imports in view
of the conflict going on
between US-Israel and
Iran.

ernment is not disputing
the problem and is treat-
ing the issue as non-
adversarial and consid-
ering all aspects.

The top court was
hearing a plea filed by
social activist 3.
Laxminarayanan, who
sought a robust and
independent regulator
that ensures transparen-
cy and passenger protec-
tion across the civil avia-
tion sector and regulato-

ry guidelines to control
the *unpredictable flue-
tuations” in airfare and
ancillary charges
imposed by private air-
lines in India.

Senior advocate
Ravindra Srivastava,
appearing for the peti-
tioner, submitted that
rules are already there
under the Aircraft Act of
1937, but the problem is
that they are not fol
lowed.
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Singapore Air
annual profit
falls 57pc on
Air India loss

NEW DELHI, May 14:
Singapore Airlines Group on
Thursday reported 2 57.4 per
cent decline in net profit at
SGD 1.184 billion in the fis-
cal year ended March 2026,
mainly due to the ahsence of
a priar-year one-off account-
ing gain related to the Vis-
tara merger, and Air India
losses.

In 2024-25, Singapare Air-
lines (SIA) Group raked in a
net profit of 2,778 hillion Sin-
gapore dollars (SGD).

SIA Group said it was
committed to its 25.1 per
cent investment in the Air
India Group, which is a core
component of its long-term
multi-hub strategy.

“This strategic investment
provides the group with a
direct stake in one of the
world's largest and fastest-
growing aviabion markets,
complementing its Singapore
hub and strengthening its
long-term growth,” it said in
arelease,

SIA Group's net profit de-
clined by SGI 1.594 billion
or 57.4 per cent to SGD
1.184 hillion, primarily due
to the absence of the SGD
L0908 billion non-cash ac-
counting gain recognised in
November 2024 upon the
completion of the Air India-
Vistara merger.

“The swing from a share
of profits of associated com-
panies last vear to a loss this
year (SGD 846 million) was
due to the group accounting
for its share of Air India’s full
year lnsses, versus anly four
months the previous year,”
the release said.

Specific details about the
loss incurred by Air India
were not disclosed. - PTI1
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Singapore Airlines’ investment in
Air Indiais along game: says CEO

FLYING HIGH. We are committed to supporting the Indian airline’s transformation, says Goh Choon Phong

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Piamibai

Singapore Airlines’ inwest-
ment in Air India is & long
game, sabd CED Goh Choon
Phong in a post results con-
ference call on Friday.

He suid Singapore Airlines
backs Alr India manage-
ment's transformation ef-
forts, and added that the In-
dian carrier’s 82.6 billion loss
(26,000 ¢rare] in FY 26 was
due to factors such as closure
of the Pakistan airspace and
depreciation of rupee against
dinllar.

Singapore  Airlines” net
profic declined 56 per cent in
FY¥25, weighed down by Air
India’s weak performance.
S-in.gu]:u;r{' Abrlines holds 25.1
per cent stakie in Air India.
Last March, it invested an

additional T1,080 crore in
the Indian carrier.

CAPITAL INJECTION
Asked abour further capital
injection, Goh replied that
thiz will have to be discussed
with Tata Sons.

Air India's challenges are
larpely external, with factors
such as atrspace closure and
weak rupee impacting its
performance, he said.

“It is going to be a long
gamme. There will be e short
cuts,” he added on com-
pany’s transformation. Yet,
despite the challenges, Air
India continues to make tan-
gible process, he said.

Goh, whivis Shingapore Air
line"s nominee on Air India’s
board, said there is signific-
ait trafsformation acroes
craining, in-flight services
and lounges.

(&

MOVING ON. Goh Chogn Phong said Air India's loss in FY26
was due to closure of Pakistan asrspace and depreciation of rupee

This has resulied in recog-
nition from both customers
and indietry,

Goh cited that Alr India's
net promoter score has im-
proved by 50 potits, adding
that this could not have been
achieved without transform-

ative efforts and changes for
customers. "We are commit-
ted to supporting Adr India’s
tranaformarion,” he sajd,
Singapore  Airlines  has
wl;mhjl.-d, AR ||f |'I,s Feibior
executives o Alr India to
support transformation ex-

ercise, This includes Captain
Basil Kwauk and Jeremy Yew
Jin Kit, who serve as chiefop-
erations officer and head of
engineering.

MULTI-HUE STRATEGY
Singapore Airlines' imvest-
ment in Air India is part of its
mulei-hub stravegy, and is
bome from the face that it
has a limited home market
with no domestic opera-
tions. India’s rising growth
presenls 4 long-temm oppor
runity  which  the asirine
hopes to capitalise on,

While it is facing tough
questions due 1o Air India’s
poor performance, Goh re-
fnife optimistic about the
investment in the airline,
“This is & market that holds
wremendous potentlal and is
even more obvious today,”
he asserted.
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Maharashtra cuts value added
tax on ATF to 7% for 6 months

.l.nuﬂh Phadnis
Wunhal

Maharashtra has cut value
added tax on aviation Tue-
bine fuel (ATF) from 18 per
cent to 7 per cent for a six-
month period il November
14. Thie miwe will benefit air-
lines that are facing in
crexsed cost pressures due to
rise in jet fuel prices, and
mearks a success for Civil Avi-
ation Mintstry's efforts o
ease their burden.,
Maharagshirs has two of
the coumtry's busicst air-
ports — Muribal and Pufie.
While Mumbai ks the second
busiest, Pune is ranked
eighth in passenger traffic.

hirpart VAT riita on
avizbnn
harbire fped
%l
Chennial 22
Cuihi 25
Knliate &0
Bengaiuru 18
Mpderibail LG
Mumbai 7
Wil 1]

Dermand fora tax rate cut has
been ralsed for years. In the
past couple of months, it has
guined renewed wrgency as
the West Asia conflict raised
costs. The Federatbon of In
diazn Alrlines wrote to the
government  last  month
seeking urgent support toal

keviate cost pressures.

In a post on X, Civil Avi-
atbon Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu Kinfarapu said Mahs-
rashtra has 16 operational
airports and the highest an-
nual air traffic amongst the
States of around 75 million
passengers. “This reduction
in VAT will help Right opera-
tions in these airports and
benefit passengers by keep-
ing the airfares in check
while global challenges con-
tinuwe 1o push airfares up-
wards,” said Maidu.

Delhi and Tamil Nadu gov-
ernments charge the highest
VAT on avdation turbine fuel,
While Delhi levies 25 per
cent rate, in Tamil Nadu it is
i percent.



AIRPC "fx?SAL”HUP!T h LH‘- ENL‘-‘!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI e MAY 2026

Airfares need to be rationalised, 53y Supreme Court

Aln'uilu Ehaumik
Hew Dalhi

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day urged the Union govern-
MENT L0 eXEmine measures
for the rationalisation of aie-
fares, pointing to the stark
disparity in ticker prices
L'ha.:Ecd by different airlines
or the same route on a single
day.

A Bench of Justices
Vikram Math and Sandeep
Mehta was hearing 4 public
interest litigation fled by so-
ctal petivist 8 Laxminarayan,
sevking the formulation of
binding rﬁnmr}' ISOETTES 10
address arbitrary airfare pri-
cing and ancillary charges
imposad by private airlines
during festrval periods, holi-
days and emergencics.

Appedring for the Direct-
orate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DIGCA) and the Union
povenment, Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta informed
the court that the Bharatiya
Vivuvan  Adhindvam 2024
Thad :ﬂw..tdyq.nmu into force,
and that rules under the new
legistation are ot the con
sultation stage.

“There's @ new Act that
has eome o force.. The

rules are in the process of
consultation. We will con-
sider all the aspects,” Mehta
submmirted,

INTERIM MEASURES
Tustice Mehta, however, ob-
served that the Centre ooght
to consider interim meas-
wres 1o provide relief o pas-
sengers affected by erratic
and widely fluctuating air-
fare prices.

“Iry to provide some pe-
lief 1o passengers in view of
this disparity, On the same
day, for flights operating on
the same route, one airline
charges TRO0D while an
other charges 18,000 for
eCTIamY class,” he
remarked.

Mehta acknowledied the
eoncern, bur maknoakmed that
amy  long-term  resolution
could only be achieved
through the formulation of
statutory rules under the
e aviathon regime,

“I am not disputing the

lem, but the solution

8 b be by stutiitary riles,”
e gaid, However, senlor ad-
vocate Ravindra Srivastava,
appearing for the petitioner,
contended that sufficlent
powers already exist under
the prevailing regulatory

UNIFAIR. The apex court palnted aut the disparity in tieket prices
charged by different airlines For the same route on a single day

framewerk, but are not being
exercised by the authorities,
He submitted that even un-
der the erstwhile Aircraft
Act, 1934, authorities were
empowered to intervene in
cases where airlines engaped
in predatory or excessive pri-
cing practices.

“They aré not issdng any
directions, ‘The rules are
there, the power is there, but
it is o case of non-exercize of
pewers," he submirted, Con-
curring with the contention,
the Bench observed that
some degree of rationalizs-
tion in airfare pricing was ne-
cessary, and asked the
Cemre how much tme it
would require to finalise the
riibes under the 2024 Act,

Mehta responded that the
rule-making exercise under
the mew enactment was umn-
deraay and could take “some
time" to conclude.

Accordingly, the Bench

asted the matter for further

earing in July, and granted
tme to the petitioner to filea
reply to the Centre's affi
davit, The petidon, filed
through sdvocate Charu Ma-
thur, pointed out that there
is currently no regulatory au-
thority vested with the
poWwer Lo review or cap air-
fares, enabling airlines 1o ex-
Eh:ui: consumers  through

idden fees and unpredict
able pricing

It =aid such practices dis-
proportionately affect éoo

nomically weaker passen-
pers, who are  often
compelled to purchase tick-
ets during perinds of peak
surge pricing, while weakth-
ier travellers can plan and
book inadvance.

In its affidavit before the
court, the Union govern-
ment stated that the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation and the
DGCA were at an “advanced
stage” of finalising draft
rules under the 2024 Act,
which would replace the

erstwhile  Aircraft  Rules,
1937
WIDER ISSLUES

It further stated that the au-
thoritiés were “making every
effort™ to fast-track the pro-
cess i the light of “emerging
seemaro”, The DGCA main-
tained that the wider issues
raised in the petition —
surge in pricing during fest-
ivals and holidays, ba

fees and algorithm-bosed
Auctuations in alrfares —
were already being examined
s part of the onpoing exer-
clee to frame new aviation
rules, It argued that the PIL
iy mow be treated &5 a set
of “representations or sug-
gestions™ and disposed of
accordinghy.
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A-T's challenges largely external,
says Singapore Airlines CEO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Singapore, 15 May

AlrIndias ransformation s going
tobea “longgame, and there isno
shortcut”™, its co-owner, Singapore
Alrline’s Chief Executive Officer
{CEQ) Goh Choon Phong, said on
Friday as he mentioned that the Indian
carrier isfacing various challenges, includ-
ing Pakistan airspace closure and rupee
depreciation.

At abriefing to discuss Singapore Alr-
lines(SLA) Group's financial resulis for the
2025-26, he also said thar Air India has
“largely external challenges™,

Singapore Airlines on Thursday

reporied a 57.4 per cent decline in net
profit at SGD 1.184 billlon in F¥26, mainly
duetotheabsence ofaprior-vearome-
off accounting gain related to the
Vistara merger. and Air India
losses,

A-1gets new Boeing 787-9
aircraft

Alr India has received another tailor-made

Boeing 787-0 alrcraft, which landed inthe

national capital on Friday.

“The second made-for-Air India
Boelng 787-9, bearing registration mark
VT-AWE, just touched down in Delhiafier
a non-stop flight from Charleston, US. It
has 33 Boeing 787s or Dreamliners in its
fleet of over 190 planes.
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US Prez announces Boeing jet order
but Beijing silent

from China,

KEITH BRADSHER, QASIM HNAUMAN
& NIRA] CHOKSHI

15 May

President Trump said on Thurs-
day that China had agreed to
order 200 Boelng jets, potentially
lifting the fortunes of the Ameri-
can jet manufacturer inone of the
world’s largest aviation markeis.
But Beijing officials were non-
committal afrer he left on Friday.

In an interview with Fox News,
Trump hailed on Thursday what
hetermed as successes from the
first day of meetings with XiJinp-
ing, China's top leader. He said X1
told him that an orderwould be
placed for the American planes.

"He's going to order 200 jets.
That's a big thing,” Trump said in
an interview that took place after
the morning meetings between
the two leaders.

But the Chinese side has not
made any announcements re-
garding whether it has agreed to
purchase aircraft from Bosing.

Numerous predictions of alarge
Boeing deal had preceded recent
summits between the leaders

When asked specifically after
Trump had left Beijing whether
there was any agreement for air-
craft purchases, Guo Jiakun, a
spokesman for China's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, responded that
Sino-American trade ties were
mutually beneficial.

"Both sides should jointly ina-
plement the important consensus
reached by the two heads of state
and inject more stability into
China-US economic and trade co-
operation as well as the world

econony,” he said.

Xi made a similar point when
he said at an appearance with
Trump before he left that they
had "achieved a wide range of co-
operative outcomes.”

Numerous predictions of a
very larpe Boeing deal had pre-
ceded recent summits between
the leaders, but none have materi-
alized. However, President
Trump's comments on Thursday
represented the closest in nearly a
decade that any American leader
has come to saying alarpe deal
was in place after a summit.

In September 2024, the air-
crafi-leasing arm of state-owned
China Development Bank did
order 50 Boeing 737 MAX Bs, but
separately from a summir, Kelly
Ortberg, Boeing's chief executive,
is part of the team of American
business leaders who have
travelled to Beijing.

E0a6 The New York Times
News Service
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‘Air India’s loss at
over Rs 26k crorein
@5—26 fiscal’

79,150 crore,

SIA report points to
headwinds hurting
Indian carrier

v

NEW DELHI, PTI

ir India’s loss stood at
more than SGD 3.56
illion (over Rs 26,700
crore) in the financial year
ended March 2026, as the car-
rier grappled with the fallout
of airspace curbs and other
headwinds.

The figures were disclosed
by Singapore Airlines Groupin
its annual financial report for
2025-26, released on Thurs-
day.

Singapore Airlines Group's
net profit dropped 57% to
SGD 1184 billion (nearly Rs
B.900 crore) in the fiscal end-
ed March 2026, mainly due
to the absence of a prior-year
one-offaccounting gainrelated
to the Vistara merger, and Air
Inidia losses.

According to the financials,
Air India’s total comprehen-
sive losswas SGD 3.557 billion
{over Rs 26,700 crore) in the
last fiscal.

In the last financial year,
Air India’s revenue stood at
SGD 10.533 hillion, or over Rs

The rupee figures are based
on the current exchange rate.

These numbers are for the
Air India Group, comprising
Air India and Air India Ex-
press.

*The summarised compre-
hensive income information
for Al above and the group's
share of losses for FY2025/26
are based on Al's management
accounts for the year ended
March 31, 2026," Singapore
Airlines said.

According to Singapore
Airlines (SIA), Air India faces
headwinds like industry-wide
supply-chain constraints, air-
SPACE MesTicons, constraings
on operations to its key West
Asin markets and elevated jet
fuel prices.

Nonetheless, SIA said Air In-
din continues tomake progress
inits fleet renewal and aireraft
retrofit programme, ininiatives
to elevate the end-to-end cus-
tomerexpenence and improve
its operational performance.

While announcing curtail-
ment of international flights
on Wednesday. Air India said a
combmationof factors, includ-
ing continued airspace restric-
tions over certain regions and
record-high jet fuel prices for
international operations, are
significantly impacting the
commercial viability of certain
plannied services.
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Al Weighed Down
by External Shocks:
Singapore Air CEO

LONG GAME Carrier key to SIA's multi-hub strategy,
will continue to support its turnaround, says Goh

Forum Gandhi

Mumbeal: A day aller Singapore
Adrlines disclosed thst mounting
losses gt Adr [idia had dragged
dawn itsamnual profit by 57%. chi-
ol eeciilve Gol Cloon Phang
blamed] gropalitical dismiptions,
Pakizstani pirspace restrictions,
and currency valatkliny for the -
dian carrier’s deteriormting £
nancial performance, while reite-
rating eapmmitmesnt 1o the alrll-
s bung-term turnarouind

Speaking al o postearnings in
vestors” eall Fridag Goh sadd Adr
Inutla had been hit by a combina-
tion of externnl shocks that shar
ply inflated costs st disrupted in-
ternational operations, partiou-
Farly oo routes 4o North America,

Alr India’s bosses mom than do-
ubled o F25,606 crore in FY26, ac-
cording to results released by
Shrpapare LA, which owns 251%
of the Tata Group-backed carrior
Singmpare Airlines =aid its net
jrralid Fell to S5LIE hilllon o the
year ended March 31, from 582,578
billion & year earlier, after boo-
Kingr a 55045 2 mulllbon share of los-
s fram Al Indlin, Last year Soar
nings hal been boosded by aone:t
me 551 1 hillion secounting gpain t-
ed tothe Adr India-Vistara merger.

Thie s reflect the frst fnll ye
ar of exposure to Air India's fi-
nancial perforimanoss fallowring
the mengerof Vistara with Al In
dia in Movember 2024,

“The closure of Pakistanl alrspe-
o2 affects only Indian-based opera-
Homs, oot anyone else” Goh sadd,
referring o restrictions that foreed
Aldr India to operate longer, fuel-in-
temshbae dedoirs on key leng-haol
routes while foreign rivals conth
el using shavter flight paths

Adr Il was alsohit b elevabed
sl prices linked fo the conflict in

PROFIT DRAG

Singapore Air FY26 net
felltoS31.18 billion
afterbookinga
$%945.2 million share
of losses from Air India

Wast Asin, dolays in aircraft deli-
veries and retrafit programmes
el Iy Elobal supply-clsain dis
ruptions wnd depreciation of the
Indinn rupee, which inflated air-
crafl lessing and malntenamses
erests paaid in DS dollnrs.

The pressaire intensifled aftec the
Jume S erashof Flight 1740 Ah-
meedabad riggered heightened re-
gulivtary scruting additional safe
ty inspections, amd a reduction in
International capacity Acconling
o ool Bumiblinr with the muties;
Air India's losses were further ng-
Eravated by & T7.000-8,000 crove fio-
rebm exrhange it and up to 21,500
erore in lnbour complEances okl

Despite the muoanting losses,
Singapore Airlines sald Adr India
remaing a “oore cmponenst” al
its multi-hwb strategy and said it
would continue supporting the
alritmes transfiormation alomgsi-

e Taikn Sons
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Maharashtra
Slashes Jet
Fuel VAT to
7% from 18%

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: In a respite for airli-
nes, Maharashtra hasreduced va-
lue added tax on aviation turbine
fuel to 7% from 18%, in a signifi-
cant respite for airlines reeling
under high jet fuel prices follo-
wingthe war in West Asia.

The government of Delhi, which
has the country’s busiest airport,
is likely to follow suit, reducing
VAT to 7% from 25%, people invol-
ved 1n the process said.

Fuel prices are a major cost com-
ponent for Indian airlines as they
account for 35-40% of an airline’s
expenditure.

“With fuel accounting for up to
40% of an airline's operating cost,
any reduction onduty and tax can
reduce cost of operations,” anair-
line executive said.

Airlines will now spend less to
refuel at Mumbali airport, the co-
untry’s second-busiest, handling
around 15% of air traffic.

Thelower VAT rate in Maharash-

tra will remain in
place until Novem-
ber 14, according to

astate government
order reviewed by
ET.

. Pune and Nagpur
:::.E;it:lti:g;l airports in the state
lowering also handle sub-
refuelling costs stantial air traffic.
at Mumbai, Global average jet
India’s fuel prices reached
second-busiest $162.89 per barrel
airport for the week ended

May 8, up from
$99.40 at end-February, just before
the US-Israel joint strike on Iran
on February 28.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation
has been pushing the govern-
ments in Delhi, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal and Maharashtra — four
states identified as levying the
highest VAT on jet fuel —to reduce
thetax. Airlineshave beenraising
the issue of the adverse impact of
VAT on the structure of jet fuel
price in India. The tax islevied on
the price as a percentage of the fu-
el price.

Airlines have long argued that
converting taxes on fuel into a fixed
amount would reduce the impact of
global price swings on the industry:
They have also reiterated their de-
mand for ATF to be brought under
the goods and services tax (GST) re-
gime, which would allow carriersto
claim input tax credit (ITC) on fuel
purchases.
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SC Bats for Rationalisation of Airfares

NEW DELME: The Supreme Court on Friday sald there

should be rationalisation of alrfares and asked the
. Centre to provide relief to flyers. A bench of Justices

Vikram Math and Sandeep Mehta flageged wide varia-
tions in fares charged by airlines on the same route on the same
day. “Try toglve some rellef to the people because of the dis-
crepancy. On the same day, flights on the same sector-one
airline charges¥8.000 while another charges 718,000 for econo-
my class,” the benchtold Solicitor General Tushar Mehta. -PTI
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Air India’s loss in 2025-26

ﬁscal at 326,700 crore

REW DELMI

Air India Group reported a
total comprehensive loss of
more than SGD 358 billion
(over 26700 crore) for the
financial year ended March
31, 20268, as the carrier
grappled with airspace curbs
and supply chain constraints.
These figures. which include
both Air India and Air India
Express, were disclosed on
Thursday by Singapore
Airlines (SIA) Group in its
annual financial report.

SIA Group, which holds a
stake in the Indian carrier fol-
lowing the Vistara merger,
saw its own net profit drop

57% tw SGD L84 billion
(nearly ¥8,000 crore) in the
last fiscal year The decline
was arributed to the absence
of a prior-year one-off
accounting gain related to the
merger and the impact of the
Air India Group losses
According to the report. the
Air India Group revenue for
the period stood at SGD 10533
billion (over $79,150 crore).

SIA noted that the Indian
carrier faces significant head-
winds, including industry-
wide supply chain boule-
necks, airspace restrictions,
and operational constraints in
key Middle East markets
alongside elevated jet fuel
prices
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Air India lost
$2.8 billion
in FY 26

ir Indla plled up a loss of $2 8
Ab:lhon for the financial year

2025-26, according to the
Singapore Airlines’ annual report
released on Thursday. Singapore
Airlines Group reported a 57.4 per
cent fall in net profit for the finan-
cial year ended March 2026 as the
losses of Air India.
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{ BUSINESS } AMID DISRUPTIONS

Air India losses soar
past $2bn in 2025-26

_

Air India Group recorded a record loss of more
than $2 billion for its 2025-26 fiscal year, according to
shareholder Singapore Airlines’ annual report, as
India's second-largest airline grappled with
disruption from the Iran war and Pakistan's ban on
Indian carriers from its airspace. In the report
released on Thursday, Singapore Airlines (SI4), which
owns a 25% stake in Air India, said the Indian group's
losses amounted to $2.80 billion at current exchange
rates, for FY2026. The loss will be another major
setback for Air India, which has been forced to cut
scores of international flights in recent months,
hitting turnaround plans at the Tata Group-owned
airline. Air India, which is not listed in India and has
not yet filed its earnings with local requlators,
declined to comment. Its 2024-25 standalone loss
stood at $475 million, with consolidated losses when
including Air India Express of $113 billion. P12
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Singapore Airlines profit drops
57% in FY26 on Air India losses

Press Trust of India
feedback@bvemint.com

NEW DELHI: Singapore Airlines
Group on Thursday reported a
57.4% decline in net profit at
SGD 1184 billion in the fiscal
year ended March 2026, mainly
due to the absence of a prior-
year one-off accounting gain
related to the Vistara merger,
and Air India losses.

In 2024-25, Singapore Airlines
{SIA) Group raked in a net profit
of 2.778 billion Singapore Daol-
lars (SGD). SIA Group said it was
committed to its 25.1% invest-
ment in the Air India Group,
which is a core component of its

SIA Group's total revenue
rose 5% to SGD 20.552 billion

in 2025-26. REUTERS
long-term multi-hub strategy.
“This strategic investment
provides the Group with a direct
stake in one of the world's larg-

estand fastest-growing aviation
markets, complementing its
Singapore hub and strengthen-
ing its long-term growth,” it said
in a release. SIA Group's net
profit declined by SGD 1594 bil-
lion or 57.4% to SGD 1.184 billion,
primarily due to the absence of
the 5GD 1.098 billion non-cash
accounting gain recognised in
November 2024 upon the com-
pletion of the Air India-Vistara
merger. “The swing from a
share of profits of associated
companies last year to a loss this
year was due to the Group
accounting for its share of Air
India's full year losses, versus
only four months the previous
year,” the release said.
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SC asks Centre to look into
rationalisation’ of airfares

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day urged the Union go-
vernment to examine mea-
sures for the
“rationalisation” of air-
fares, pointing to the stark
disparity in ticket prices
charged by different air-
lines for the same route on
a single day.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta was hearing a public
interest litigation plea filed
by social activist S. Lax-
minarayan seeking the for-
mulation of binding regula-
tory norms to address
arbitrary airfare pricing
and ancillary charges im-
posed by private airlines
during festive periods, ho-
lidays, and emergencies.

Appearing for the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-

The petitioner's advocate said
that authorities are not using
the set powers already in place.

tion (DGCA) and the Union
government, Solicitor-Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta in-
formed the court that the
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhini-
yam, 2024, had already
come into force and that
rules under the new legis-
lation were at present at
the consultation stage.
“We will consider all the
aspects,” he added.

Justice Mehta, however
observed that the Centre
ought to consider interim

measures to provide relief
to passengers affected by
erratic and widely fluctuat-
ing airfare prices.

Mr. Mehta acknow-
ledged the concern, but
maintained that any long-
term resolution could only
be achieved through the
formulation of statutory
rules under the new avia-
tion regime. “I am not dis-
puting the problem, but
the solution has to be by
statutory rules,” he said.

Senior advocate Ravin-
dra Srivastava, appearing
for the petitioner, contend-
ed that sufficient powers
already existed under the
prevailing regulatory fra-
mework, but were not be-
ing exercised by the auth-
orities. “They are not
issuing any directions. The
rules are there, the power
is there, but it is a case of
non-exercise of powers.”
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There has tobe some
rationalisation: SCon

fluctuating airfares

Express News Service
New Dellti, May 15

HEARING A PIL highlighting
“arbitrary and opaque” pricing
by airlines, the Supreme Court
on Friday underlined the need
for“ratdonalisation” of airfares,
pointing to wide discrepancy,
with rates fluctuating from
Rs 8,000 to Rs 18,000 in the
same sector on the same day.

“There has to be some ra-
tionalisation,” a bench of Jus-
tices Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehtasaid asSolicitor General
Tushar Mehta, for the Centre
and Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), pointed out
that the Government was inthe
process of framing rules under
the new Bharativa Vayuyan Ad-
hiniyam, 2024. Mehta sub-
mitted that the new 2024 Act
had come Into force and rmiles
under it arebeing framed. *The
rules are under consultation.
We will consider all aspects,”
the senior law officer said.

But the court sald there was
need for some urgent relief “Try
o give some relief to people...
On the same day, flights to the
same sector, oneairline charges
Rs 8,000 while the other airline
charpes Rs 18,000 for the econ-
omy class,” the bench said. The
56 said *1 am not disputing the
problem, but thesolution hasto
be by statutory rules”™.

The PIL by social activist 5
Laxminarayanan sought an in-
dependent and robust regula-
tory scheme to ensure trans-
parency ln airfare pricing and
strengthen passenger protec-
tion in the civil aviation sector.
Advocate Cham Mathur, forthe
petitioner, said provisions to
regulate the sector existed, but
were not being implemented.
“Rules are there, powers are

Court says on flights
tosame sector, one
airlinecharges Rs

8,000 while the other
charges Rs18,000

foreconomy class

there, they are not being exer-
cised,” she said. The new rules
say that the DGCA will lssue di-
rections if it is satisfled that, in
a particular situation, the aie-
lines are indulging in charging
predatory of exoessive fares.
Mehtasaid that the aviation
regulator is already issuing di-
rections in necessary situations.
The bench, while stressing
the need for "some rationalisa-
tion,” sought to know how
much time would be needed to
finalise the new rules. It re-
corded the 8G's submission
that the process “is ongoing
and may take some time™.
The plea referred to in-
stances when air fares shot up
ings and other occasions, and
questionead the state inaction in
such instances. The petitioner
paointed to growing volumes of
airpassengers in [ndia and that
alr travel is categorised asanes-
sential service. It sald faflure to
regulate the pricing violates the
right tolife under Article 21. The
plea said "when airlines are
allowed to Increase fares
multiple-fold at short notice, it
effectively denieseconomically
weaker and vulnerahle passen-
gerstheirright tosafe and timely
mobility. Such arbitrary and
opaque pricing mechankmsun-
checked by any binding regula-
tion violate the fundamental
right o life and dignity under Ar-
ticle 21 of the Constitution™
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SIA says Pak
airspace
curb hit Air
India most

abhishek [awilivemint com
HWEW DELHI

ingapore Airlines

(SIA)  chief executive

Goh Choon Phong said
AirIndia’s inability to use Pak-
istan airspace for over a vear
put the airline at a disadvan-
tage against foreign carners.

Crolt's comments are argu-
by the first on the ssue, which
has plagued Indian carriers
since April last year. He noted
that Air India, in which Singa-
pore Airlines owns 25.1%, has
the same issues o resolve as
other airlines — supply chain
delays, aircraft deliveries and
the West Asia war.

There are other issues they
have [aced. “The closure of
Pakistani airspace affectsanly
Indian-hased operations, not
anvone else,” Gohsaid during
a post-results call with inves-
tors on Fridav,

SlA  isrightin pointing out
Pakistaniairspace closure asa
specific problem, said Gagan
Dixit, senior vice president -
aviation, chemicals, oil & gasat
Elara Capital. “It's unigue to
Afr India and not to other for-
eign carriers. [heontinoes to be
asubstantial operating hi.”

S1A said its net profit more
than halved in FY26 duetoits
share of losses in the Indian
carrier, The hit for SLA from its
stiake in Air India was §742.4
million (Singapore $945.2 mil-
lion}, calcnlated as per Thurs-
day's currency conversion
rates.

Far an extended persion of
thix story, go tolivemintcom.
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SC bats for airfare rationalisation,
asks govt to provide relief to flyers

OUR CORRESPOMNDENT

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Courl on Friday said there
should be some rationalisation
of airfares and asked the Centre
to provide relief to lyers.

A bench of Justices Vikram
MNath and Sandeep Mehta
flagged that on the same day,
ane airline fying in the same
sector charges a particular air-
fare while other charges a dif-
ferent airfare.

“Try to give some relief to
the people because of the dis-
crepancy. On the same day,
flights to the same sector, one
airline charges Bs 8000 while
the other airline charges Rs
18000 for the economy class”
the bench told Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre.

Justice Mehta said, “There
should be some rationalization
(of airfares)” after the solicitor
general said that a new enact-
ment of 2024 has come into
effect and the corresponding
rules are in the process of con-
sultation. Mehta said the gov-

ernment was nol ﬂi:.pul'ing the
problem and is treating the lssue
as non-adversarial and consid-
ering all aspects.

The bench was hearing a
plea filed by social activist §
Laxminarayanan, who sought
a robust and independent reg-
ulator that ensures transpar-
ency and passenger profection
across the civil aviation sector
and regulatory guidelines to
conlrol the “unpredictable flue-
tuations” inairfare and andllary
charges im‘-{:istdb}r private air-

lines in Indiz

Senior advocate Ravindra
Srivastava, appearing for Lax-
minarayanan submitted that
rules are already there under
the Aircraft Act of 1937 bul the
}:!rub]cm is that they were not

ollowed. Mehta agreed that old
rules are in place but new ones
being formulated under the
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam
of 2024 that came into effect in
January, 2025,

Srivastava said tll the new
rutles are framed, the old rules
will continue and it says that if
the DGCA is satisfied that na
particular situation, the airines
are indulging in charging pred-
atory or excessive fares, i will
issue directions. “They are not
tssuing any directions. The rules
are there, the power is there but
it is a case of non-exercise of
powers,” he submitted.

The bench asked Srivastava
to reply to the counter-affidavit
fibed by the Centre and recorded
the solicitor general’s submis-
sion that consultation process
for formulation of rules under
the new regime is going on.

The bench posted the matter
for hearing on July 13.

On April 30, the top court

ulled up the Centre for not
E]ing its affidavit on a petition
which sought regulatory guide-
lines to control the "u.!:l.prcdj.l.:l-
able fluctuations” in airfare and
ancillary charges imposed by
private airlines in [ndia.

It had asked the Centre o
file an application along with
an affidavit giving reasons for
why the aﬂiﬁa\-‘lt has not been
filed and why further time was
sought for it

On MNovember 17 last year,

the top court sought responses
from the Centre and others on
Laxminarayanan’s plea seek-
ing sought a mbust and inde-
pendent regulator that ensures
transparency and passenger
protection across the civil avi-
ation sector.

On February 23, the Cen-
tre told the apex court that the
Ministry of Civil Aviation was
actively considering the | issues
ratsed in the plea W%u]
the matter on January 19, '|.I'.|.I.‘
top cotrt said it would interfere
with the “unpredictable fluctia-
tons” in airfares and lagged the
exorbitant rise during festivals.

The top court had termed
the exorbitant rise of airfares by
the airfines as “exploftation” and
asked the Centre and the DGCA
to file their replies on the plea.

The plea claimed that
vale abrlines have, without any
credible justification, reduced
the free r;[!tck in baggage allow-
ance lor economy class pas-
sengers from 25 kg to 15 kg,
“thereby converting what was
earlier part of the teketed ser-
vice into a new revenue stream’,

1t said the “new palicy of
permitting only a single piece
for check-in and the absence
af any rebate, compensation or
benefit to passengers who do
not avail themselves of check-
in baggage demonstrates the
arbitrary and diseriminatory
nature of the measure”

The plea claimed that cur-
rently, no authority has the
power Lo review or cap airfares
or ancillary fees, allowing the
airlines to exploit consumers
through hidden charges and
un ictable pricimg.
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SC seeks rationalisation of airfares, asks Centre to provide relief to people

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Friday
said there should be some
rationalisation of airfares and
asked the Centre to provide
relief to flyers.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
flagged that on the same
day, one airline flying in the
same sector charges a partic-
ular airfare while other
charges a different airfare.

“Try to give some relief to
the people because of the dis-
crepancy. On the same day,
flights to the same sector, one
airline charges 8000 while
the other airline charges
18000 for the economy
class,” the bench told Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the Centre.

Justice Mehta said, “There

should be some rationalisa-
tion (of airfares)" after the
solicitor general said that a
new enactment of 2024 has
come into effect and the cor-
responding rules are in the
process of consultation.

Mehta said the Government
was not disputing the
problem and is treating the
issue as non-adversarial and
considering all aspects.

The bench was hearing a
plea filed by social activist S
Laxminarayanan, who sought
a robust and independent
regulator that ensures trans-
parency and passenger pro-
tection across the civil avia-
tion sector and regulatory
guidelines to control the
“unpredictable fluctuations"”
in airfare and ancillary
charges imposed by private
airlines in India.

Senior advocate Ravindra

Srivastava, appearing for
Laxminarayanan submitted
that rules are already there
under the Aircraft Act of1937
but the problem is that they
were not followed.

Mehta agreed that old rules
are in place but new ones
being formulated under the
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam
of 2024 that came into effect
in January, 2025. Srivastava

said till the new rules are
framed, the old rules will
continue and it says that ifthe
DGCA is satisfied thatin a par-
ticular situation, the airlines
are indulging in charging
predatory or excessive fares,
it will issue directions.
“They are not issuing any
directions. The rules are there,
the power is there but it is a
case of non-exercise of

powers,” he submitted. The
bench asked Srivastava to
reply to the counter-affidavit
filed by the Centre and record-
ed the solicitor general's sub-
mission that consultation
process for formulation of
rules under the new regime is
going on.

The bench posted the
matter for hearing on July 13.

On April 30, the top court
pulled up the Centre for not
filing its affidavit on a petition
which sought regulatory
guidelines to control the
“unpredictable fluctuations”
in airfare and ancillary
charges imposed by private
airlines in India.

It had asked the Centre to
file an application along with
an affidavit giving reasons for
why the affidavit has not
been filed and why further
time was sought for it.
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Air India
receives new
Boeing 787-9
aircraft

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Air India has received another
tailor-made Boeing 787-9 air-
craft, which landed in the
national capital on Friday.

The loss-making airline,
which is in the middle of an
ambitious transformation
plan, is expanding its fleet
and this is the second tailor-
made Boeing 787-9 aircraft
taken by the carrier after pri-
vatisation in January 2022.

“The second made-for-Air
India Boeing 787-9, bearing
registration mark VT-AWB,
just touched down in Delhi
after a non-stop flight from
Charleston, United States.

“This brand-new aircraft
sporting Air India’s new livery
is a part of our effort to
upgrade our wide-body fleet
and deliver a world-class
premium experience to our
guests on long-haul routes,”
the airline said in a poston X
on Friday.

Air India has 33 Boeing
7875 or Dreamliners in its
fleet of over 190 planes. Apart
from the 26 legacy Boeing
787-8s, there are 7 Boeing 787-
gs, including 6 from Vistara
and the first tailor-made
plane that was inducted in
|anuary this year.
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Governmentaimstoincreaseair
connectivityinBihartenfoldinfiveyears

IMRAN MOJIB
Paitna, 14 May

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary on Thursday said
in Darbhanga that the
government aims to increase
air connectivity in the state
tenfold over the next five
years. He said efforts are
being made to create a
system under which 4-5
crore people from Bihar will
be able to travel by air during
this period.

Speaking ai a programme
marking the transfer of
security responsibility of
Darbhanga Airport to the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF), he said that in
2005-06 the number of
people travelling by air
annually from Bihar was
only around 2.5 lakh, which
has now risen to over 50
lakh.

The Chief Minister said air

b -
traffic infrastructure has to
be expanded in all districts,
whether in the form of
airports, airstrips or
heliports. Tenders have
already been floated for
setting up airports in
Muzaffarpur, Raxaul,
Saharsa and Birpur. Purnea
Airport has already become
operational, while airports at
Munger, Ajgaibinath,
Bhagalpur and Begusarai
must also be made
operational at all costs.

He said a meeting with

officials of the Civil Aviation
Department and the
Government of India is
scheduled for next week. The
state government will urge
the Prime Minister to name
Darbhanga Airport after
Baba Vidyapati. Efforts will
also be made to develop it
into an international airport.
He described Darbhanga and
Mithila as the "midpoint” of
Bihar.

The Chief Minister said,
“Darbhanga Airport is not
merely an airport, but also an

important medium for taking
products from the
Mithilanchal region to global
markets”

He added that over the
next five vears, the state
government will work
towards establishing a new
industry at the site of the
defunct Ashok Paper Mill

Choudhary said former
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
not only built a vast road
network in Bihar but also
worked extensively towards
the expansion of airports. He
also ensured land allocation
for the establishment of
ATIMS in the state.

“We are carrying forward
his work,” he said.

He further said, “Bihar can
become a developed state
only if development work is
carried out at three times the
scale of what was done
during Nitish Kumar's
tenure.”
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Air India
records
$2.8bn loss

New Delhi: Alr Indla Group
recorded a record loss of more
than $2 billion for its 2025-26
fiscal vear, according to share-
holder Singapore Alrlines’
annual report, as India’s sec-
ond-largest airline grappled
with disruption from the Iran
war and Pakistan's ban on
Indian carriers from 1ts alr-
Space.
In the report released on
Thursday, Singapore Alr-
lines (S1A), which owns a 25
per cent stake in Alr India,
said the Indian group's loss-
es amountad to 3.56 billlon
Singapore dollars, or $2.80
billion at current exchange
rates, for the 12 months to
end-March.

Singapore Alrlines did not
Indicate the exchange rate it
had used to calculate the loss,

Bruters
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13-hr delay:

100 flyers
affected

Pune: More
than 100
passengers of
Spicelet's
Pune-Delhi
morning flight
(5G937)
languished at
the city airport
almost entire
Friday after it
was delayed by
almost 13 hours.
The flight was
scheduled to
depart Pune at
5.55am,
eventually was
airborne around
6.45pm. “We
were told that
the flight was
rescheduled to
9.30am. We
later entered
the aircraft.
Then we were
suddenly told
to deboard,”

a passenger
said. Tw
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