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Flight operations resume at
Srinagar International

Shabir Ibn Yusuf
Srinagar, May 13

Flight operations at the Sri
nagar International Airport
resumed on Tuesday afternoon
after remaining suspended for
four daysdue to tension between
India and FPakistan, officials
said.

The resumption follows a tem-
porary suspension of air traffic
at 32 civilian airports, including

Srinagar, located in states bor-
dering Pakistan. The Airports
Authority of India (AATD) had
banned commercial flight opera-
tions on May 9, citing security
concerns arising froma military
standoff between the two nucle-
ar-sarmedneighbours.

"Flight operations have
restarted at Srinagar Airport.
Four flights landed today, and
the same number departed.”
Director of Srinagar Interna-
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tional A irport, Javid Anjum, told
Greater Kashmir, He added that
the number of flights is expected
to increase on Wednesday asnor-
malcy gradually retumns.

Despite the partial resump-
tion, airport sources said many
flights to and from the Valley
continued to face delays. Sev-
eral airlines also announced
cancellationsfor the day, leaving
passengers stranded or facing
rescheduled travel.

Airport

The reopening of Srinagar air-
port comes a day after the AAI
issued a countrywide directive
to lift the restrictions on civil-
ian flights at all 32 impacted
airports.

Security around the airport
remains tight, with paramili-
tary forces maintaining a strong
presence. Travellers have been
advised to reach the airport well
in advance and toremain in con-
tact with airlines for updates.
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LGBI Airport initiatives
to deal with exigencies

STAFF REFORTER

GUWAHATIL May 14: As
part of its ongoing prepared-
ness drive for the forthcom-
ing monsoons, LGBI Airport
has takena series of measures
to deal with any exigencies.

To augment the airport's
drainage, cleaning of both in-
ternal and external drains has
started to ensure smooth flow
of rainwater: Besides the ex-
isting dramage, new internal
drainage systems are under
construction o further support
effective water management
within the airport premises.

“We have started a collab-
orative initiative with the
Water Resources Depart-
ment, Government of As-
sam, to clean the external
drains, including the Kalmo-
ni river located outside the
airport boundary. To address
waterlogging or flooding, es-
pecially in the airside area,
Guwahati International Au-
thority Limited (GIAL) is
also constructing atotal of 7.5-
km-long drainage channel,
This will divert the water
effectively towards the ex-
ternal drains, which are con-
nected to the Kalmoni river

and will ultimately flow into
the Brahmaputra,” an airport
official said.

Terming the efforts as cru-
dal in safeguarding the sirside
and overall airport infrastruc-
ture from waterlogging, the
official said that it would en-
sure uninterrupted operations
during heavy rains.

“As Assam is known to be
heavily impacted by the pro-
longed monsoons, GIAL is
committed to ensuring oper-
ational continuity of airport
and passenger safety through
proactive monsoon prepar-
edness,” the offical added.
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Govt cancels security clearance of Turkish
airport ground handling company Celebi

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbisd

The Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security revoked the secur-
ity clearance of Turkish
ground handling company
Celebi, citing national secur-
ity. The action, a direct fall
out of the Turkish govern-
ment’s support to Pakistan
during Operation Sindoor,
was initiated on Thursday.

Celebi provides passenger
and cargo handling services
to majur foreign airlines at
ning airports, including
Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru
and Hyderabad. In Delhi, it
also runs the cargo terminal.

According to an industry
source, Celebi handles
around 160 fights daily at
the nine atrpur‘l:s It ha.s?ﬁi]ﬁl
employees in India,

Celebi’s contracts and its
employees in India are ex-
pected to be taken over by
other ground handling com-
panies, such as Bird Group,

UNDER THE LENS. Celebi handles around 160 flights daily at
nine airports. It has 7,800 employees in India

AISATS, and Al Airport Ser-
vices Ltd, to ensure continu-
ity of Aight npemtinns The
vnlldltv of airport entry
passes of Celebi's staff is
likely to be extended to en
able the transition.

“Our endeavour is to en-
sure normal operations and
avoid job losses,” said the
Chief Executive Officer of
one of the airports. “For the
past two du:,'s, we have been
in discussion with airports
and have expressed our read-
iness to take over Celebi's
operations to mitigate in-
convenience to passengers,”
said ATASL CEQ Rambabu
Ch. In a statement, Delhi air-
port said it has severed busi-
niess ties with Celebi and is

working with existing ser-
vice providers to ensure un-
interrupted operations while
safeguarding employee
welfare.

Celebi, which has been in
present in India for over a
decade, began operations in
Mumbsi ina JV and gradually
expanded to eight other cit-
ies. It came under attack
over the past week following
Turkey criticising Operation
Sindoor. Questions  were
raised about the security
risks of having a Turkish ori-
gin ground handler av air-
ports and calls were made for
termination. On Thursday,
Celebi Aviation Holding's
group CEO Dave Dorner met
Civil Aviation Ministry offi-

clals to  persuade them
against taking this action.

‘NO TURKIYE LINKS®
Separately, the CEO of
Celebi's India operations
wrote to Mumbai airport in-
sisting it had no political af-
filiation with Turkey.

In a statement, Celebi said
its business in India is truly
an Indian enterprise, led and
managed by Indian profes
sionals, deeply invested in
the country, and committed
to its growth. “We are not a
Turkish organisation by any
standard and adhere fully to
globally accepted practices
of corporate governance,
transparency and neutrality,
with no political affiliations
or links to any fore.”

Celebi also denied that the
daughter of Turkish Presid-
ent Reycip Erdogan owns a
stake in the company. It said
the company is majority-
owned (65 per cent) by insti-
tutional investors from vari-
OLs countries.
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MIAL drops plan to reduce
tlight slots, halt cargo ops

Aviation ministry intervened after protest from airlines, cargo operators

Deepak Patel
New Delhi, 15 May

Mumbai airport operator, Mumbai
International Airport Limited (MIAL),
has dropped its plan to cut passenger
flight slots for the upcoming winter
schedule and stop cargo operations
from August 16. This comes after
strong protests from airlines and
cargo operators that led to an inter-
vention by the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation, sources told Business Standard.

With the existing flight schedule
now set to continue from Mumbai air-
port till March next year, it remains
unclear when the demolition of Ter-
minal-1will take place and how many
flights will shift to Navi Mumbai air-
portin the near term.

Earlier this year, Adani Group-run
MIAL had announced that Terminal-
1 would be demolished in one go by
November, with some flights shifting
to Terminal-2 of the same airport and
the rest to the soon-to-be-operational
Navi Mumbai airport.

The new airport, being developed
by MIAL’ssubsidiary, is slated to open
next month. MIAL and the Ministry
of Civil Aviation did not respond to
Business Standard’s queries regard-
ingthe revised timeline for the demo-
lition or the transition plan for flight
operations.

In March, the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority of India (AERA)
stated that demolition of Terminal-1
at Mumbai International Airport was
necessary for public safety after an
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)
Bombay audit revealed corrosion,
seepage, and cracks.

On April 21, MIAL informed air-
lines and cargo operators that all air
cargo operations at Mumbai airport
would be suspended from August 16
due to the demolition of Terminal-1
and construction of new taxiways for
the secondary runway.

Major carriers, especially interna-
tional ones like Emirates and Etihad,
were also told their airport slots
would be reduced for the upcoming
winter schedule, which would have

Cracks were observed in Terminal-1 after an IIT audit in March. It remains
unclear when the demolition of Terminal-1 will take place. pHoTo: AERA REPORT

Story so far

m-March 2025: AERA deems Terminal 1
demolition necessary for public
safety after an IIT audit

® April 21,2025: MIAL informs airlines
of cargo suspension from August 16
due to T1demolition

® April 22,2025: Navi Mumbai airport
urges airlines to shift operations
there for a first-mover advantage

m May 9,2025: MIAL convenes first
Slot Coordination Committee
meeting, announces passenger
flights and cargo operations would
continue as scheduled

meant fewer flights operating from
Mumbai airport.

A day later, on April 22, Navi
Mumbai airport reached out to air-
lines, urging them to take the first-
mover advantage and shift operations
there. While the new airport listed
several facilities, positioning it as an
ideal cargo hub, airlines strongly
resisted what they saw as a forced sus-
pension of flights at Mumbai.

Airlines protested any reduction in
winter slots, while cargo operators
opposed the complete suspension of

freighter operations from August 16.
Both groups escalated the issue to the
Ministry of Civil Aviation, requesting
immediate intervention. Interna-
tional Air Transport Association
(IATA), the global airline body, also
raised objections, citing a lack of con-
sultation and accusing MIAL of forc-
ing airlines to shift to the Navi
Mumbai airport without adequate jus-
tification.

These objections led to what
sources described as a “strong
nudge” from the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation, urging MIAL to ensure oper-
ational stability.

In response, MIAL convened its
first Slot Coordination Committee
meeting on May 9, where it informed
stakeholders that passenger flights —
including several international ser-
vices —would continue as scheduled
from Mumbai and that cargo oper-
ations would not be suspended. This
marked a full reversal from its earlier
communications in April to airlines
and air cargo operators. The decision
not to move a significant number of
flights from Mumbai airport to Navi
Mumbai airport this year is expected
to impact network planning and rev-
enue strategies for both airports,
sources stated.




JXIRPUHISAU‘I HDF’!I‘Y UF IHU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIE BHASKAR JAIPUR 15 MAY 2025

TRRUIE: 3 21&11 &l Ueiise 76, a8
DI TS 31 2 4:15 G50 STOH

TR | 9 H WA # FE-fen died
3 VIl F1 4 YR T W A TR A for
F T2 93ME-805 T W T 9 F TR 8:25
T Foe] S 21 5T F AR 9:10 T TR T
HEE S A WRS 65-7718 3% VW 7:50 &
T T YR 68-7414 T T U ) uaE
F1 T W A 7S TR e F W
EUEA-1178 W T 9 R | 9 R e e
FI T N TR ARUEH-195 % fEueR T |
wm%lﬂmwsaoﬁmmmc

3l §e ST | UATETEH B S5h! ST Al &
19 & = T 2



AIRPORTS AU HUP:I Y (

Corporate Communications Directorate

"f— iNUiA

DESHEANDHU

DELHI

le MAY 2025

TS TIRUIC Dt FR&T JgTeT aaeticnt HIeThi Bl TSN

=T ANTE, 15 9E (SEa)
W & TEh =% 3 syt
waE #EEl H yER AwE
ITATAA TR 3EF 9 &
Tor, Teen ST W AT
IR G T

o | FH A UETE W OHEE
HUE 39 ® AR §
F am TE T o sfAumE
T F] T AR F WA B
™ & W ) o A
v =R e s
Hiemy iafaieEl W Al i
apen A feig wifes &)

o F AR g F A,

TFM F I 3 TS ThE W
Hira[E] Jees ST T HAT ar
Bl M A ww fE omw od@e
AR UH] % 9 T8 1A
TFiEH WEHE % AU T 8
e A R =
faTyH (SeH) & o#E |
B | S =1 Fm a0 e
divE TwEE w1 fEEm o=
mhm‘mmmw
WEWWW Gl
dUEm fETTEE TTORE E)
THEH AREE 99 fFEm oW
OFa T W fF o FaiEa
35 1 YEAE F fem s
B &) mEmE e s oww
iR ww § § 3 S S
el § A e 8 3|E
T YETT W9 B WA



AIRPORTS AUT HORIT"{ LOF lNUiﬂ-.

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIE JAGEAN DELHI le MAY 2025

YR Za1331S8] R 31d B T8l B
qTeit giddl @1 U= Herd! AfdAaT

MR GREN & FRAOR TWOR 4 EERSISURRIE] &1 el areei f5dl

aFRel @, T Keell: S % o 58 Y-UIG e A A 3 U # s ik B g E
o o dniwcbiciddmmmt T oG
mgﬁaﬁrm#ﬂﬁ o B B Reell, 498, AT, feTR, § @t w160 IS H

 gfdd e & g e, d=1g W A eaisHgEl w dan AT T Tl &1 37 I H

wEEE W YHAO HE A

A 79§ 18 W R # T e D A A daem &
I 21 FEW, 2021 FI WEAH ?Wﬂlﬁ;ﬂ?gﬁﬂm ‘ TDETET e § ®E sam 6
e mn = A e !|!§tﬁl RLE el o ) | U SR 3 WO A
T wR A [EaR W oansw Uil & 3R, T o i A R R v & e = i S
vit ST R fean s warn fE o Wit G W o YIS AN B Fot w dmw @ w6, e
udE g W wH el g CReTwE IR ERdied At S rEE  seee o8 o s s
ae Pl foen e ) d6d Ao WOERAEEE @ WoER T8 I TEOREABIA & fory e 9 o
A eagaeEl - Reedl, g8, 39 EIR SIIORA GRS ISE0 wifmded oy W wm b e I I
B, T, G, BT, A UREHI RIS A DN on a ol SR i usswe e sl
e, SRR S U o o o ge & R Ui ) @ o 3R il s, v UEe
w R e W gt g e wed i A diAei o A & v 3 ¢
SRH N TR wHel % W 1 A &) &, e 398 wWhE @ —mn‘lﬁ':{m@ ARG %Tﬁqmiﬁﬂm_m “EI!E::?IHT
Wi & T A W gk R AR WRE sl e N T e e
¥ TRF A TR W T WA WA W, aeee W

# ufFeam w4 aen &
o F S 2| R &
B B R Re
ufEEE ® # Heg e,
i @y 99 FHl T MEdE
AR i e b #

TR, Tt 3rea oF W g

e aw o o e S &)
ae ferie diftm d %
TR O FEEE W
R = e el @
@it w0 # 1 0 65 TG
faza, fomR @ = i

2yl % urkvee usiiE &
g &) e F @ 10 BN
Wl ® e e g
Herl ) At w5 o
F8 wn fadEi 4 @ waEe
oW 4| 4 Ham AN
iy & == ° U F1 WE

# T & T8 e
E e L
wafdd waie W @EE
ye= A8l faehil| 30 aneE =
UETE W #HT S el
F AN 9T W hE TAE
1 US| i - U 4G 10



AIRPUH TSAUT HDF?IT‘!‘ (JF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATINTE NAVJIYOTI JAIPUR 15 MAY 2025

Wwﬁa‘waﬁﬁawaﬁ-ﬁﬁmaﬁmm

AT, T

31'4'37 [
T T A o e amite

3t apiifir o - A
IE F1 W F1IEA @ A
aﬂfwwuza-'raﬁwqﬁm
feyeredt e, ave 3= apdifoe ard-
TS = = e 17 E e
FHTEAT AT ST H e W

FifEm AT i E AT i

STSER %7 W & Wem 3 7
TFA €| TE-FE § T2 7

= fi 3 eas g1 & 9.
ST AT I wiEe
F T FIA RPN UF AW

fhe. FFE B4 % WS A6 2T

o I9HI, WWW W
tifem w vfaea TaT s e

SN T SRl el A e
w sk IR LT RPy ERcL

s =g gfaen s w0f, S
T A % AR FAlef

S = SR A



HITHT == gifeisEs
AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPEESS DELHI le MAY 2025

Turkish airport
services firm
loses security
clearance

FEBUREAL
Mew Delhi, May 15

THE GOVERNMENT OM Thursday
revoked the security clearance for
Celebi Airport Services, a Turkish
gmound-handling firm operating at
nine of India’s busiest airports,
including Drefhi and Mumbal.

The decision was made " in the
interest of national security” amid
escalatingdiplomatic tensions fol-
lowing Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s vocal support for
Pakistan on the Kashmir issue,

Ankaraalso reportedly badked
Pakistan with drone technology
during the recent India-Pakistan
standoff following the Pahalgam
terror attackand India's mtaliatory
'‘Operation Sindoor.

These development s have signif-
ieantly strained India-Turkey rela-
tions, In response, India hasadopted
a multi-pronged diplomatic and
strategic approach, strengthening
ticswith Tutkey'sregionalrivalsand
dezpening part nersh ipswith majar
powers in the region.
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AdaniAirport
terminates
deal with
DragonPass

ADANI AIRPORT HOLDINGS on
Thumsday said it has terminated its
association with alrport lounge ser-
vicesmembership progrmamme Dag-
onPasswith immediat e effect.
Adani Digital Labs, the digital arm
of the Adani Group, had only last
week announced its partmershipwith
Dmgoniass to offera wide network
of lounges at Adani-managed ajr-
ports and beyond, offering passen-
gen convendence and aseamiess and
comfortable loun ge experience.”
"Our association with Drag
on Pass, which provided accesst o air-
port loun ges, has been termina ted
with immediate effect. Dmgoniass
customerswill nolonger have access
to lounges at Adani-managed air
ports,” spokesperson for Adani Air-
port Holdings said. =PTi
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Flights to resume
from Jammu
airporttoday

GH News Service
Jammu, May 13

Flight operations, which
remained suspended on Tues-
day from Jammu airpart, are
likelyto be resumed from tomor-
row 12, May 14, 225,

“Scheduled operations to and
fromJammu, Anvitzar, Chandi-
garh, Leh, Srinagar and Rajkot
will progressively resume from
May 14, 225, Each flight is being
reinstated with meticulous
coordination -snsuring every
journey 1s seamless, secure and
on track,” one of the prominent
airliners, Indigo posted on ‘X'

Jammu air space, after
dav-long operation, was again
closed late Monday evening in
the wake of drone activities in
Samba and other areas, tall fur-
ther instructions.

Full lext on grealerkashmiroom
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Shikaras anchored at a deserted Dal Lake on Thursdav. BTl

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Flight operations
were restored across all air-
ports, including Srinagar and
Jammu airports, on Thursday,
Union civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said.
“Civilian aircraft operations
have now been fully restored
across all airports in India,
including Jammu and Srinagar
airports,” a statement from the
minister's office said. “With the
lifting of the Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM) . all airlines are in the

process of fully resuming their
normal schedules and Jammu
and Srinagar airports are now
completely functional.”

On Thursday, Naidu visited
the Jammu airport where he
reviewed the construction of a
new civil enclave which is on
track for commissioning by
June 2026. The state-of-the-art
facility, built with an invest-
ment of approximately 850
crore, will have an annual pas-
senger handling capacity of 4.5
million, significantly enhancing
connectivity and supporting the
reeion’s economic aspirations.

Flight ops restored at Jammu, Srinagar airports

The minister also visited the
Srinagar airport to review ongo-
ing development work. “As 1
reviewed the ongoing develop-
ment work atairport today, I'm
also pleased to share that flight
operations have now been fully
restored, reaffirming our com-
mitment to passenger safety,
security, and normalcy in the
region,” he said in a post on X.

Over 30 airports across
northern and western India
were temporarily closed for
civil flight operations amid the
escalation of the border conflict
with Pakistan.
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Airports rush transition
as Turkish firm blocked

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Major Indian air-
ports are racing to avoid disrup-
tions to services after the govern-
ment on Thursday revoked the
security clearance of Turkish-
founded Celebi Aviation, which
handles ground based services in
nine major airports, citing
national security concerns.

The development comes
amid mounting tensions
between India and Turkey over
the latter's diplomatic and mili-
tary ties to Pakistan.

Industry analysts suggest that
while airport operators appear
to have contingency plans in
place, the immediate challenge
will be maintaining services at
the affected airports while new
service providers fully assume
responsibilities.

Civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu said efforts were
being made to accommodate
Celebi employees with other
ground-handling firms to ensure
continuity. Celebi has over
10,000 employees in India,
according to a company state-
ment.

The company provides servi-
ces at Mumbai, Delhi, Ahmeda-
bad, Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Cochin, Kannur, Chennai, and
the MOPA airport in Goa. It also
runs one of Delhi airport’s two
cargo terminals as a joint ven-
ture with the airport operator.

The operators of Delhi, Mum-
bai, Bengaluru, Ahmedabad and
Goa said they were ending
ground handling agreements
with Celebi and making alterna-
tive arrangements for avoiding
disruptions.

Officials close to the develop-
ment said that BCAS isworking
directly with airport operators
to ensure smooth transitions.

“The Celebi staff in all nine
airports will be moved to other
ground handling agencies.
BCAS has taken up the task of
helping in smooth transitioning
of staff and will issue special

OPERATORS OF
DELHI, MUMBAL,
BENGALURU,
AHMEDABAD AND
GOA AIRPORTS
HAVE SAID THEY
WERE ENDING
TIES WITH CELEBI

passes to Celebi staff to enable
them to work for other ground
handling agencies,” said an offi-
cial familiar with the matter,
who requested anonymity.

Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL), which manages
India’s busiest airport,
announced it has formally
severed ties with Celebi. DIAL
said it is coordinating with
existing service providers
AISATS and Bird Group to
maintain ground handling oper-
ations, and is working to
onboard pre-approved cargo
handlers to ensure uninter-
rupted cargo services.

It also stated that all employ-
ees currently working for Celebi
at the Delhi airport will be tran-
sitioned to new employers “with
immediate effect” and will con-
tinue under their existing terms
and conditions of employment.

Bangalore International Air-
port Ltd. (BIAL) said in a state-
ment it is “working closely with
existing ground handling ser-
vice providers to ensure conti-
nuity and operational stability”
and “actively coordinating the
transition to maintain seamless
airport operations.”

Celebi Aviation on Thursday
denied “misleading and factu-
ally incorrect allegations” about
its ownership structure and
operations, a reference to
unconfirmed reports that its
ownership was linked to the
government in Ankara. The
company said it is majority-
owned (65%) by international
institutional investors from
Canada, the US, the UK, Singa-
pore, the UAE, and Western

Adani ends ties
with China's
DragonPass

MUMBAI: Adani Airport
Holdings on Thursday
said it has terminated its
association with airport
lounge services mem-
bership programme
DragonPass with imme-
diate effect.

Adani Digital Labs,
the digital arm of Adani
Group, only last week
announced its partner-
ship with DragonPass to
offer “a wide network of
lounges at Adani-man-
aged airports and
beyond, offering passen-
gers convenience and a
seamless and comforta-
ble lounge experience”,

“Our association with
DragonPass... has been
terminated with imme-
diate effect...” Spokes-
person for Adani Air-
port Holdings said.

Europe.

Mark D Martin, CEO of Mar-
tin Consulting, warned of poten-
tial disruptions: “The govern-
ment withdrawing the security
clearance of Celebi will have a
rippling effect on domestic and
international import and export
cargo movement. Costs for
cargo handling are expected to
skyrocket. The public can
expect delays in import and
export cargo clearance, trans-
shipment, and customs process-
ing dwell time.”

Martin added that “aviation
should be kept away from geo-
political dynamics” and noted
that “Celebi has had an impec-
cable safety and security track
record in India working with
CISF and the Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security, raising the bar
with airport security and bomb
detection.”
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Airport ops firm’s
clearance junked
amid Turkey rift

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Citing national secu-
rity concerns, the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security has revoked the
security clearance of Turkish-
founded Celebi Airport Services
Pvt Ltd, which handles ground-
based services at 9 airports,
including Delhi and Mumbai.

The development comes amid
mounting tensions between
India and Turkey over the lat-
ter's diplomatic and military ties
to Pakistan. The Shiv Sena, a
coalition partner in the Maha-
rashtra government, had
demanded that Mumbai airport
cut ties with Celebi.

“Nothing is above the security
of our nation and our fellow cit-
izens. National interest and
public safety are paramount
and non-negotiable,” said Civil
Aviation minister Ram Mohan
Naidu said in a press release,
adding in a subsequent state-
ment that the order would apply
to the Turkish firm’s associated
companies in India.

Celebi and associated compa-
nies have around over 10,000
employees in India providing
services such as passenger han-
dling, baggage processing, air-
craft loading, cargo manage-
ment, and ramp services, accord-
ing to a company statement. It
alsosaid that reports on its own-
ership structure and ties to
Ankara were “misleading " and

morestories

Airports scramble to avoid
disruption of services P8

Talks with Pak will
be about terror
alone: Jaishankar

NEW DELHI: India is will-
ing to hold talks with Paki-
stan only on the issue of
terror and the Indus
Waters Treaty will remain
in abeyance until cross-
border terrorism by Pali-
stan is “irrevocably
stopped”, external affairs
minister S Jaishankar said.
In an apparent reference to
offers of mediation on the
Kashmir issue by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump, Jais-
hankar said that India’s
relations and dealings with
Pakistan "will be bilateral
and strictly bilateral”. -ps

that itadheres to India’s laws.

The company operates in
Mumbai, Delhi, Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Cochin,
Kannur, Chennai, and the MOPA
airportin Goa. Italso runs one of
Delhi airport’s two cargo termi-
nals as a joint venture with the
airport operator.

The decision triggered a
scramble at major airports to
avoid disruption of ground servi-
ces. Delhi International Airport
said it is coordinating with other
service providers to ensure unin-
terrupted operations, while min-
ister Naidu assured that arrange-
ments have been made at all
affected airports to ensure
“seamless handling of passen-
gers and cargo.”

16 MAY 2025
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Adani ends ties
with China's
DragonPass

MUMBAI: Adani Airport
Holdings on Thursday
said it has terminated its
association with airport
lounge services mem-
bership programme
DragonPass with imme-
diate effect.

Adani Digital Labs,
the digital arm of Adani
Group, only last week
announced its partner-
ship with DragonPass to
offer “a wide network of
lounges at Adani-man-
aged airports and
beyond, offering passen-
gers convenience and a
seamless and comforta-
ble lounge experience”.

“Our association with
DragonPass... has been
terminated with imme-
diate effect...” Spokes-
person for Adani Air-
port Holdings said.




AIRPORTS AUT HGH#T? l’_}F iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES

MUMBAT

15 MAY 2025

Cabinet clears HCI -Foxconn
semiconductor unit in Jewar

Sejal Sharma

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union cabinet
on Wednesday approved a new
semiconductor manufacturing
facility, a joint venture between
India’s HCL and Taiwan’s Fox-
conn, which will come up in
Jewar, Uttar Pradesh, Union
Information technology minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said.

Vaishnaw said the facility will
be near Jewar airport, an “up
and coming area” within the
Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (YEIDA)
region.

This is the sixth semiconduc-
tor unit being planned in the
country under the India Semi-
conductor Mission (ISM) and is
slated to begin commercial pro-
duction in 2027. It will serve as
an outsourced semiconductor
assembly and test (OSAT) facility
for display driver integrated cir-
cuits (ICs).

This is Foxconn's second
attempt to set up a semiconduc-
tor unit under the ISM. In 2023,
the Taiwan-based company had
teamed up with Vedanta, but the
partnership ultimately fell
through.

“HCL has a very long history

= -

A jet takes off from the newly
built Jewar airport.  HTPHOTO

of manufacturing electronics
and computers,” the minister
said, adding that the new unit
will use wafer-level packaging
technology, specifically tailored
for assembling display driver
chips.

“Once the display driver ICs
get properly assembled here,
then the display panel plant will
also come to India,” Vaishnaw
said. The facility is expected to
cost ¥3,706, said Vaishnaw. It
wasn't disclosed how this invest-
ment will be split between HCL
and Foxconn.

The two companies could not
be reached for comments, In
January 2024, the two compa-
nies had announced their joint
venture to build the facility.

The facility will assemble dis-
play driver chips, which are a
small but important part in elec-
tronic devices that control how
images, videos, and graphics
appear on a screen. They are
used in devices such as phones,
laptops, and computers.

“The plant is designed for
20,000 wafers per month. The
design output capacity is 36 mil-
lion units per month,” a govern-
ment statement said.

The minister said the Fox-
conn-HCL facility was expected
tocater to 40% of India’s domes-
tic demand for display driver
chips, and support Foxconn's
global supply chain needs.

Over the past decade, the
country’s electronics manufac-
turing output has grown five-
fold, according to government
data. With the addition of this
unit under the ISM, the govern-
ment moves a step closer to its
goal of increasing value addition
in electronics from the current
20% to over 35% by 2030, a target
the minister has repeated on
multiple occasions. He did not
indicate when the next phase of
the mission, dubbed ISM 2.0°
would be launched, insisting
that government'’s focus was on
execution of current projects.
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{ ON MAY 30 }

PM to unveil Patna airport terminal

HT Correspondent

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the new
terminal building of Patna’s Jay-
aprakash Narayan International
(JENI) Airport on May 30,
increasing its passenger han-
dling capacity from 30 lakh to
more than one crore annually,
said Bihar's deputy chief minis-
ter Samrat Chaudhary, accord-
ing to a press release issued by
his office in Patna on Wednes-

day.

The PM will inaugurate or lay
the foundation stone of many
development schemes related to
roads, electricity and airport
during his visit later this month,
said Chaudhary, who reviewed
arrangements related to the
PM's visit. Among the projects,
the PM will lay the foundation
stone of Patna to Sasaram in
Bihar, Varanasi-Ranchi four-
lane highway, a 600 MW power
plant in Nabinagar and expan-
sion of the Bihta airport by con-

structing a civil enclave there.
He said the PM's rally at
Vikramganj in Rohtas district
was expected to witness lakhs of
people. The deputy CM said
there was an air of excitement,
especially among women, about
the PM's first visit to Bihar after
the commencement of Opera-
tion Sindoor, a military action
against Pakistan following the
Pahalgam terror attack in Kash-
mir on April 22 that claimed
lives of 26 men — 25 of them
tourists and 24 Hindus.
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First action against '1urkey: India arm
of airport firm loses its security status

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI MAY1S

IN THE FIRST official action
against Turkey post the
Pahalgam terror amack, the
Buireawol Civil Aviation Security
[ BCAS] Thursday revaked with
immediate effect the security
clearance of ground handling
firm Celeli Alrpor Services, the
Indiapammof Turkey- headguar-
tered Celebi Aviation Hobding, in
theinterest o nationa security”,

The megulator's decision
comes amid & backlash in India
over Turkey's open support ko
Elamabad and widespread use
of Turkish drones by Pakistan
against Indea during the four-day
ruifitary conflict. Many tour op-
erators and airlines have also
seencancellation of Bookings by
Iseliam towrises o Turkey.

Incidenially, Pakistan Pame
Minister Shehbaz Shanf wasin
Turkey when the Pahalgam er-
ror attack happened onApri 22,
He had met President Recep

Tayyip Erdogan to discuss de-
lence cooperation.

Cround handling refirs oog-
eranions crincal for fights tobe
prepared and operated. These in
dude passenger handling and
chedk-in, baggape handling, carpo
handling and management. air-
cralt servicing and maintenance,
ramp services, and caenng

Following the BCAS order.
Delhi Intemational Airport Lid
DAL immediately severed thes
with Celebi entities for ground

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

o First action on Turkey: Airport firm loses security nod

handling and cargroperations al
the Gl Axport in Defe. Celebi pro-
vidles groiind hamd kg sevices in
eight other arports — Mumbai,
Kochi, Kannur, Bengalum,
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad,
Chemnai, and Goa {Mopal.

In a statement, Celebi Airport
Services India said it is “truly an
I nelian enterprise” lad and man-
aged by Indhan prolesdonals and
it “not a Tudash organisation by
any standand”,

Thedecisoneffecovely brings
Celebi's India operations to a
grnding halt, whichcould kead 1o
problens for aidines svailing its
services. Alrfines would have to
make quick arangements for
srousnid handling byother fimms,

The Ministry of Givil Aviation
sabd while national interest and
publc saeywere paramount and
non-negotiabke it was fully com-
miited to ensiring that passengper
cofiveniendce, cango opembions,

and service conkinuity remEn Ln-
affecied It said it isin active coor-
dhimation wath other apermios to
smioathly manage the transition
and effortsane bang made o en-
sire employess working with
Celebyiare retained by other sérv-
ice providers, The other ground
handling players inchisde Al Air-
port Services. Air India SATS Air-
port Services, and the Bad group,
I Dielhi, DIAL assred that all
stllcurrenthy on the rollsof Celebi
entities fvrcargn and ground han-
g services a G AT port will be
transtioned to the new emphaoy-
e, It is working with other
ground handiing players and
cargn handlers (o ensume “conti-
niity and operational sability".
Initssatement, Celehi Alrport
Sepvices India said it (5 a ghobally
operated Iviathon services oom-
panywithnopoltical §nks,and ks
maganty-owned by iermational
mstinstional investors from vari-

o parts of the warld

The Civil Aviation Ministry
said the scunty dearance evo-
cation also applies m Celebi's
other assoctate firms. Apart from
Cedebi Abrport Servces Indla the
group is presant inIndia though
CedebiNAS Airport Services Indin
and Celets Delhi Cargo Terminal
Management India, CelebiNAS
AarportServicesindia, ajointven
e bemvwnien Cedobi and Kuwait-
rasesd WAS, is a ground handling
agent at Mumba airpor, whike
Celebi Delhi Cargo Terminal
P anagerment i5a ot verture be-
pween Celebi and DAL and pro-
vidies capo Srvices. Acconding to
infxmmation on Celebi Aviation
Holding's website, its India oper-
atioas span SE000Mightsand 5.4
lakh tonnes of cargo anmially
Celebt sad itemploys over 10,000
Iraddarys ] uats contributed over
5200 mil ion in org- erm infra-
stniciuse investments in ndia
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India bars Celebi over national security

it dnided
daarssh srand gl verant com
MEW DELHI

he prvernment haswith
drawnthesecurity clear
anwe af Turkish firmCel
ehi's Indian airport services
arm, citing national security
risks and halting its operations
at nine airports, including
Dielhiand Mumbai
In astatement on Thursday,
the government said the
Burean of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity {BCAS) has revoked with
immediate effect security
clearance of Celebi Airport Ser
vices, putting s balt to isopera
tices im Dreeliz
New Delhisdecision comes
days after the end ofa military
conflict between India and
Pakistan, inwhich Ankara had
openly sided with Islamabad,
and provided sweapons Lo il
In the aftermath of India®s
miditary action agamst Pakisian
under Operation Sindoor, it
was found that Turkey had
aided Pakistan. China and
Azerbaijan had also backed
FPakistan during New Delhi's
Opeerzition Sindoor, launched
in retaliation to Islamabad
sponsored lerror attack in

BCAS has revoked with immediate effect security clearance of

i '~

Turkish firm Celebi Airport Services at Indian airports

Kashmirs Pahalgam on 22
Aprilinwhich 26 tourksts were
killed.

In a media

imternational  institutional

investors from across Canada,

the United States. the United
Kingdom, Singa

statement, Celebi India's decision  pore. the United
r_r.'Futt‘d all JJ It~!'_';_1- comes days after Ar by Iil'!iir.ili!"h.
tl()r:iallll']ljﬁldll & andofindo-Pak i_nd \j_:'ﬁl_{&rn
4 gOIY-OpEr military conflictin  UoUPe; BeuC

vices compuny. WhichAnkarabad 150
“Celebi Aviation penly LP.alersey-reg
India uneguive Islamabad istered fund.
cally refutes all S holdsa0 s rwner-

allegations circu-

lating on social media regand
ing the company’'s ownership
and operations in India. The
company is 65% owned by

ship in Celebi
Havacibk Holding AS. The
remeaning 13% i beld by Alpha
Airport Services BV, a Duteh
registersd onbity.”

Linion civil aviation minkster
Hammohan Naidu said
national seourity is paramount
and necessary actions were
beinge taken to ensure there is
nodisruption.

“Weare ablsodeploving spe
cial teams 1o oversee opera-
tions and address emerging
sues in real time, We will con
timue touwphold national secu-
rity while ensuring ease of
travel and cargo movement
acrors | he country, " Naidu said
inthestatement.

Afler BCAS's order, Dielhi
Imtermational Airport Lid (Dial)
and Bengalurm International
Airport Lid (Bial) in separate
statements officially severed
their ties with Celebi. Delhi
International Airport said,

“In compliancewithadirect-
ive from BCAS, the airport has
formally ended its association
with Celebd entibies nesponsible
forground handling and carego
operations. All emplovees cur-
rently on the rolls of Celebi
entitwes for cargo and pround
handlingservicesat Kl Adrport
will be tran=itiomed to the new
employers with immediste
effect.”

For an extended version of
His story, gevdo lnvemint com.
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Adani Airport
Holdings terminates
deal DragonPass

MUMBAT: W Airport
Haoldings on "'i.'u*sﬂa].l said it
has terminated its association

mth airport lounge services
¢ D

unPasa mdflfnm EE’FI::E

Adani Digital Lahs, the dig-
ital arm of [EIE Adani Group,
had only last week announced
its partnership with Dragon-
Pass to offer “a wide network
Dflﬂul.‘l.EE at Canfinuved en P4

Adani Airport

Adani-managed airports and
beyond, offering passengers con-
venience and a seamless and com-

+  fortable lounge experience”

“Our association with Drag-
anPass, which provided access
to airpart lounges, has been ter-
mimated with immediate effect.
DrragonPass customers will no
longer have access to lounges at

r Adani- m.anAﬁcd girports,” spokes-

person for Adani Airport Hold-
ings said in a statement. The
.Eiimspermn added that “this

ge will have no impact on the
airport lounge and travel experi-
ence for other customers” — NPDST
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Turkish firm’s airport security clearance revoked

SLALITHA @ hawDelte

[NDA on Thursday evening re
voked the security clearance
glven for the Turklsh-based
ground handling Mrm, Celebi
Alrport Services Pyt Lid. The
reason cited in the arder sl
by the Burean of Civil Avistion
Security (BCAS), which comes
under the ambit of the Minlstry
ol Civil Aviation, was in the in-
terest of matlonal security, The
maove 1§ sef o have a erippling
effect on the aviation industry
In India as it domlnates these
sePviees &t nine alrports.

Mumbai dem anding the cancel-
Intion of the Turklsh firm’s
contract ai Mumbai [nterna
tional Alrport Limited  Mean-
while, nlrports ans looking for
alternatives, following the pov-
ernment becking the boyeott of
toirists to Turkey.

Delhi International Alrport
Limited said It was looking at
roping in ane of the exizting
carpgo handlers to ensurne unin-
torrupled operatjons. *DIAL is
working closely with existing
service providers (o ensure un-
Interrupted operaiions while
salfe puarding employves welfarve,

‘MUST NOT FIRE A
SINGLE SHOT": INDIA,
PAK DGMOs HOLD TALK

MAYANK SINGH @ hew Dol

THE militaries of India and Pakistan decided
on Thursday to work lurther on confdence-
building measwres and agresd not io initiate
any aggressive or inbm ical actions against each
other This was the third round of talks be
rween the two countries' DGMOs, with the first

Celebi is responsible for To ensure continuity, DIAL e e on Safurdny. Pakistan said that the cease
ground handling at the = actively coordinating E t e will now be valid until May 18
alrports in Mumbai, with the exd sting Ground :d".lnnmp The Army said, "Purther to the unders tand-
Delhi. Bengalury, Hy- Handling service pro reduct ing between the two DEMOs on May 10, 2035, it
e rn b, Kammur, Chens viders « AISATS, and  The DGMOs b been decided o continue the confidence
nal, Goa, Ahmedahad Bird Group.” agreed that building measures o reduce the alert level "
arwd Cochiln, A spolesperson of bothsides Accarding 1o the Indlan Army Licutenant

The order by snid, “The Bangalore International  would consider General Rajiv Ghal of the Indian Arvmy and
security clearance in respect Adrport Limited (BIAL) said  immediate Major Gergral Kashif Chaudhry of the Paki-
of Colebl Alrport Services In- it was working dosely with ox-  measusnes to stoan Army discuessed the matber ot 500 pm.
dia Pvt Lid under the eategory  isting ground handling service  ensure toop The DGMOK discussed “lasues related tocon
Ground Handling Agency was  providers to ensure continuity  reduction from tinuing the commiltment that both sides must
approved by DG, BOASvIde et andopemtional stahility “BIAL  the borders and not fiee & single shot or Indt (e any aggressive
ter mo 15/68/2022-Delhi- is actively coordinating the forwand amsas, and inimical action sgainst each other”.
BCAS/E-219110 dated 21,111,202, transitlon 1o maintain seam-  the Army added Tt was nlso agreed that both sldes would con-
In the exercise of power con-  less alrport operations, How-  They discussed sliler immedinte measires o ¢nsure oop m
ferred upon DG, BCAS, the se-  ever, Celeri Aviation Indis re-  “lssues elatedto  duction from the borders amd forward areas,
curity clearance in r/o Celebl  futed nllegotions mgnrding the  continuing the the Army added.
Alrport Services India Pyt Ltd  company’s ownership and op-  commitment that The dialogoe followed a period of Intense
is hereby revoked with immedi- emtions inIndia baoth sides must military operations between the two countries.
ote effect in the Interest of na- Avintion Minister Ram Mo-  not fire a single The DGMOS got @lking on Sutwrdny, and an-
tHonal security “ han Najdu on Thorsday night  shot or inltiate nounced an agresment to cease all firing and

Before the sBoyeottTurkey said arrangements hove been  amy agaresshe military sctions across land, sic and sea. The
cumpaign. it wos reported that  made of all alfected alrports o and inimical Pakistani offensiass comme nresponse o Indlas
the Eknath Shinde faction of  ensure seamless handling of  action against tammch of Operation Sindoor to destroy nine
Shiv Sena had protested In  passengers and cargo each other”, terror infrastrucdures in Pakistan and Pol.
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India grounds Turkish firms
from airports security

RAJESH KUMAR B Hew D2ihi

i Burean of Civil Aviation Security
T‘-J‘urth: Menistry of Civil Aviation has
revnked the security dearance for
Turkish ground bhandling firm Celebi
Adrpart Services India Private Limited,
whiach handles around 70 per cent of the
groond operations 2t Mombai airport,
mcluding passenger services, load conmtral,
flight operatinns, cargo and postal services,
warchouses and bridge operations. The
company handles everything from passen
ger services and load control and Hight
operations io ramp services.

The decisson comes afler questions
were rised over the Turkish company han
dling high-security tasks at several Indian
airports, amid growing demand for boy
cotting thee firm headpoartered m Estanbal,
Turkey — the country that sided with
Pakistan in the recent escalation of tensions
with India after the Pahalgam terror
aHack and Operation Sindoor

The order tssued by Burean of Civil
Aviation Security joim director (opera-
tions] Sunil Yadar reads: “The security
clearance in rfo Celebi Afrport Services
India Pyt Lid, ander the citegory Ground
Hamdling cy was approved by DG,
BCAS wide letter no. 1509970022 Dethi
BCASE-219110dated 31,11 2022 Iy the
exercise of power conferred upon DG,
BLCAS, the security clearance in rfo Celebi
Adrpart Services [ndi Pyt Lid is herely
revoked with immediate effect m the imer
est of National Secority. This issues with
the approval of DG, BCAST

On Celebhi Airport Services India Pwt
Litd’s security clearance being cancelbed,
Union Minister of Civil Aviation, Ram
Muohan Maidu has made # clear that noth
ing is ahove the secority of oor ratson and
our fellow citzens. National nterest and
public smiety are paramount and non-negor
tiable At the same time, the Ministry of
Crvil Aviation is fully committed to ensur
ing that passenger comvemience, cargo
operatinng, and service continuity reman

JAMIA CANCELS MOU WITH TURKEY

Amid growing senbments agang Tureey dor

Tippoting Pakistan i the ecent coaflict with

Badia, Jamiz Mila islamia on Tharsday said twas
all W of L d

Jamiz Mibia Elamia, Mew Delbi and any
nstihon afflizted with the Grvemmit of tia
Republic of Torkye stands ssspended with
efiect. unsl fwther ordess. lamia

o) with it abng national seoarity.
‘Whie india's trade ties with the bes

Mibia islamia stands Srmby with the Mation,” Se

have aiready come umder sorutiy, maibele
educatisaal Instirioes. sciuding lewaharial
Men Usiversity (1WA have sther syspended
Sheir coll staration with imieersties n Tarkiye o
are coasidering It The usteeraty has sald Sat &
stands with the naties amid the recent
direiopments reganding Barlery helpng Fakestan.
Aakara povided Palisias with drones and ams
diring its recent esclation of condict with Inda.
"Due o naenal secanty coasiderations, any
Memorrdum of Understonding (Moll) between

unaffected. A ts have been made
at all affected airparts to ensure seamless
bamdling of passengers and cargo.The
Mingster is personally monitoring the sit

mation and the Ministry is in active coor

dination with airpart operators to manage
the transition smaothby. * EHorts are betng
made {0 ensuzre that employess workzng
with Celehi are retained and continue 1o
contribse,” he said.

This will impact the security-sensitive
ground handling Terkey's Celebs Avation
pronvides ground handling as Celehi Afrport
Services India and cargo services a8 Celebi
Dvethi Cazgo Terminal Management India
at Delhi Intermational Airport. Celebs NAS
Airport Services handles approximagely 70
per cent of ground operations at Mumbas
airpart and operates acrmss nine Indian
cities, inclading Diedhi, Mumbai, Bengalar,
Hyderabad, Chennad, Abkm Goa,
Cochin and Kannur

The sudden cancellation of Celebi
Airport Services Indias security dearance
contled e s st prroblems for airdines that
are avadling its services, who would now
have to quickly make amangements foc
ground handling by other firms.

Follawing the BCAS order; Dielhd airpart

ks

Prodessor Saima Saeed, PRO of Jamia Milla
Esfamia, said, " We have suspended all Malls with
instittions affikated with Turkey. Jamia stands
with the mafan and the Gresmment of indéa*
Siudenis aad tacuby attecied by this move are
advized 1o await fwiser updates fram the
unkersty

The devel 1 fallows Mehru
Unversity's [INU] suspeasion of s academic
agreemest with Ingny University i Malatya,
Turkiye, Citing national sacosty comoem.

aperainr DAL on Thizrsday said it has for
mally ended #s asociabion with Torkeh
term Cedebi for ground handhing and
operations. Celebi Airport Services ?.m‘.
Pyt Lid amd Celebi Delki Cargo Terminal
Mamagement India Pvt Lid Were overzes
ing ground handling and carge terminal
Iunictsams, respectively. “Fallowing the ter
mination, DMAL & working closely with
existing service providers 10 ensure unin
termupted operations while sdeguarding
employee welfare” Delhi Intermational
Airpart Led [DAL) said in a statement.

T emsure continuity and operatimal sta
hiliry, DIAL is actively cooedinating with the
exnting Ground Handlng service providers

AISATS, and Bird Growp. In the cise of
cargn operatsons, DEAL s worksng bowands
onboarding one of the pre-approved cargo
handlers o ensare uninterrupted cargo
operations, it added.

This is [ndia’s first overt move agamst a
Turkish firm, though for the last few vears,
ibe government has ramped up o engage
ment with the traditional opponents amd
amtagondists of Turkey — Greece, Anmenia,
Cyprus and Saudi Arab& and United Arab
Emirates in the Arab bloc

Eoillaued on B P2

India grounds Turkish firms from airport...

Cimtimul b 0 M1 A coople of days
back, a Shiv Sens MLA wrobe i Chief
Adirport Officer, demanding revocation af
Celehi's opeorational permussion. Celebi
Aviation Indin rejected all=gations negard

img the company’s ownership and opera-
tions in India and reaffirmed its long - stand

ing commitment o the coumry's oviation
sector, The company sid Celebds business
in India & truly an Indian enterprise, led and
managed by Indian professionals; deeply

imvesied in the coumiry, and commuatied i

s En:nﬂ.h
e ane mot a Turksh organisaton by aoy
standard and adhere fully o ghobally
accepied practices of corpomte gover:
nance, t arency, ard mentrality, with oo
political affilistions or links to any foreign
government or individuals”, 5t sid.
“Additionally, we categorically reject
anather false caim being propagated
amound bls. Simeyye Endogans danghter
being a part owner For the recond and in
lime with compleie tramsparency there = nin
one named Sameyye owming amy shanehiold
iy in the parend orgamisatsnn. The Tcksh
shareholding is solely lmited to members
of the foun g Celehiogly family; Can

Celebioglu and Canan Celebioghi {each
holding 175 per cent), nor amy imadericdn
als with the same. The company was orig
imally estabfished in 1958 by their mther as
Tarkeys first private and independem
gmurd handling company. Roth siblings
have no palitical affiliatsons oressocmtions
of any knnd.” Celehi said in a staiement.

Celehis clarifiction came afer some
reports lmked linked that the compamy is
part=-ooened by Turkish president Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s daughter Sumeyve
Erdogan who is married to Torkdsh busi
neszman Cedemir Baymbkdar's son Selcuk
Bayraktar — whose company’s Bayraktar
Alkeing Yeha drones were fired opon at bor
der cities: af north and western India by
Pakistan but the claim bas nok been estab
lishieed with any evidence.

I further stated that In Indi, Celebi has
proudly operated for aver 15 years and is
a ey player in the private handling
sector and  directly employ over 10,000
Indians, supporiing the livelibood of thou
sands ol famibes, and have contribused
mare than USD 230 millson = long-term
infrastructure imvestments. [n Endia, the
company handles 58,000 fights, 540,000

toms of cargo and has about T80 eroploy
ees, the websile says,

Celehi entered the Indion hodscape in
108 through a joint vensure at the Mumba
International Airport, where it provided
ground handling services. In o year, Celebi
officially registered s operatsons in India
uander two entities. Celebi Airport Services
India for ground handling and Celebi
Dielhi Cargo Termimal Management India
for cargo services at New Delhi
Imemational Airport.

O the trade front, visits of Indian
tourists, hosting of destination weddings
and shooting of Indsan films are likely to
symificanthy drop i Torkive and Arerbagian
in the coming days as the grvermmeent may
discourage from going to the two
countries wihich had sctively sopported
Pakistan in the recent conflics. "4
number of Indsn towrists vise both Turkiye
and Arethaijan every pear bringing in o sine
ableampant of reverme. There is active con
sderatson in the government to discourage
Imifiams from visiting the ten coumimnes,”
saurces privy to the ie'rel.n'pmcm said

Besides the visit of & large namber of
touriss, rich Indians and non-resident

Indizns {NRis) hosting weddings in exnot
ic Ioscations is the latest trend. Indmns visie
the two oountries for thesr scensc beanties,
charming cafes and luooerious restaurants
among others. “Indiams spend crores of
rapess im destination weddmgs, giving very
revenue to the two coungries. We will

see how we can slow down the hosting of
such events by the Indians & Turkiye and
Azerbaijan which sopported Pakistan
against ndin” the sunces id

The Pederabion of Western India Cine
Employees (FWICE) and All Indian Cine
Workers Association [AICWA) on
Wednesday appealed bo Indian artsis and
producers bo boyoott Tirkiye as 2 shooting
destination for s pro-Pakizstan sance.
“From the government side alsa, there will
be no sopport to film-makers shooting flmes
im Tiaridye and Azerbaifan,’ the soonces sid.

The Conlederation of All India Traders
or CAIT is comtemeplating an end to bl
trade agreements with Torkey

The CAIT will meet in New Della
tomorrow o discuss complete trade hoy
cott of Torkey and Axerhaijan. The orga
mizatson is already runming a similar cm-
paign against China
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AERODROME OFFICER’S WAR DIAR

1971
from
airport
tower

SANJAY MANDAL

nat fighter atreraft
parked at both
onds of the ranway

and then doing aerlal
surveys, the Indian Prime
Minister's plane making a
stealth tke-off, Paklstani
prisoners of war sltiing on
the tarmac, handeuffed —
these are the memories of @
retlred alvport officlal who
was on duty at the Calcutta
dlrport during the war
that started on December
3,1971.

Caloutta: Now 87, DN,
Ghosh was the asrodrome
officer at the Caleutta
airport and was on duty
at the control tower on
December 3, 1971,

“In the evening, we
received a cill from a sen-
ior officer of the Eastern
Commamd,” Ghosh said
earlier this week.

“War has started on the
western front. You take
all measures regarding
hlackout and other things,”
Ghosh remembered the
army officer telling the
airport anthorities.

The airport was lmme-
diately closed for civilian
aireraft operations, and
runway and taxiway lights
were put out.

Ghosh, originally of Salt
Lalke’s Karunamoyee, now
stays with his daughter in
Lancashire, England. He

The Caleutta airport in the 19608

retired in 1996 as the deputy

director, serodrame (ATM).
Ghosh recounted his

memaories of the war,

Stealth take-off

Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi was in Calcutta

to address a rally on the
Maidan an December 3.
The director-general of
civil aviation had told the
Caleutta aivport that the
Prime Minister should not
be allowed to fly because of
safety reasons, but she was
determined to return to
Delhi that night.

“It was pitch dark, bt
we had to facilitate the
Prime Minister's take-ofl.
The radio transmission com-
mumication with the pilot
cotild not take place because
the enemy could detect it”
Ghosh said.

“We could only see the
airerafl take off on the radar
sereen. [t was escorted
by two Indian Air Force
amrraft.”

After the dosure of the
airport on December3,a
Scandinavian commercial
plane to Europe wanted
to fly over Calcutia and
Karachi.

“We told the pilot that
the Pakistan air space was
closed and so, he wanted to

divert to 5ri Lanka and we
helped him do that,” he saud.

Unidentified aircraft

A couple of days after the
war broke out on December
3, the Indian Air Force ashed
the control tower in the city
if any aircraft had commu-
nicated with them to enter
Caleutta's Oight information
Tegion.

“The 1AF was coordi-
nating with us and some of
their personmel were also
sitting in the tower. The IAF
hiad its own radar, which
probably canght two air-
craft,” said Ghosh.,

“We told the IAF person-
nel that no alrerafl had com-
municated with ns. They
said these were then omiden-
tified aircraft. These were
enemy alreraft. These were
surveillance planes entering
India’s sky from then East
Pakistan,” he said.

The adrport officials on
duoty saw the heightened
security measures after the
twoaircrafl were spobled.

“Since the war broke out,
two Guat fighter aiveraft
were stationed on the two
edges of the ranway to pro-
tect the Calentta airport from
enemy attack,” said Ghosh.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 80

1971 from
airport
tower

P> FROM PAGE 7

“After the two Intruder alr-
craft were spotted, the two
Gnat fighter jets would con-
stantly be in the sky, and not
on the ground,” Ghosh sald.

Civilian aircraft

The Calcutta alrport was
closed and only IAF planes
Wonld operaie.

“All civillan alrcraft
ware evacuated from the
Calcutta alrport. Indian Afr-
lines had several aircraft
parked at the alrport. Those
were flown to Nagpur,” sald
Ghosh,

This was done because
the Calcutta alrport was close
to the East Pakistan bonder
and there was a danger of an
enemy attack on the airport.

Prisoners of war

After Pakistan surrendered
to Inidia and the war was over,
one day, Ghosh and his col-
leagues saw a large number
of soldiers from East Pakistan
— prisoners of war — sltting
on the tarmac of the Calcutta
atrport, handenffed.

“They were in transit to
some unknown destination.
Calcutta alrport's huge tar-
mac was lying vacant because
the civillan planes had been
shifted. The prisoners of war
were sitting there and we
cotild see them from the tower,
All of them wers handeuffed,”
sald Ghosh.



CIRGIERE R BEELSEG SEa
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDTA DELHTI le MAY 2025

Why Delhi Turned Into A Sudden Dust Bowl

Dust-Laden Winds From Western Rajasthan Cause Sharp
Drop In Visibility, But CAQM Refrains From Invoking GRAP

detimescdindiacom

Kw Deldhk: A thick lmver of
e hlankeiod Dedhd and ne
ighbuaring reglons in the Na
Pioss] Capind Heghon, ciiisling
poar vizibility for nrarty § ba
tirs froim Wednesday nighi to
Thasday morning At Indira
Gamuihi Intermations| A brport,
visthilisy levels detersorubed
W ithiln S0 mdmibes. o Wisdnes-
iy gl Do <, 500 metres ar
|0 tn 12K metrms at i Epm
Mrtoicialsexplnimed that the
viaihillty was alfected v
strong dust-ladon winds from
western Kojasthon

Mol sisrpristngly tie diisi
caized the ciiv's alr quolity
ta fnlll to the ‘poor” cotegary
whth an Akr Quality Indes of
T2 un dpt o THursilsy whet
the Comirnl Polfution Comvirnd
Hoard rebemsed its podlution
bullelin. By Tpm, the AQI
warsensl 1o &Ll in ihe very
poar’ entegory at A A dey
earierad dpm, AR wies 11 in
Pl Eisderale” ik @ody and
was forecast to stay within
the same ronge on Thursdag

Accomling fo 1l Indis
Mutsiralogleal vparmment,
the visibility at Safdarjong,
the citv’s base wenther sia
tlom. fell due fo duss with thi
|owmst peading of 1,50m at
& e on Thiersidag

HE Jusnman, selor sel
entisl. IMD, - aaid  sudden
winads hit Palama spesd of 16
i kmph amd though the
winds kvl down to 37
kmph afer this, thevisibility
remuined poor ai 120601 5HI
mrtres @l both Safdarjung
aral Enkam hocaasnal the pre
sence of dust inthe air

An WD stadement explal
ned that theve was o high
northanuth presaem grads
ent aver marihwest  lodias,
Whidch edisisd sirdig distrms-
sng surinee winds of 040
kmph over Punjad, Horyama,
Deeflii ol Eiicth Feajasibias
Iy the nkght of May Hiothe

murning of May 3 “Under
the Inffienee of s st
wimits, dust wns sdvectad fom
west Rajmstham to Dedhi BCR
srriss ol Rida=iiin, sl
Pk npsd sonizh Harvama, ls
ndmginnreduction o risibili
1w widh I Alrpori repoctiog
the kwest wisibiley of 1,29
mtres intermitiently during
the period.” the statement sa
L T e that MDD Ralpur
prodicted & das sorm over
Rogssthan for Moo 14, while
M Deelled fowwscisl fhurdery
dovelopemont necompanisg by
seromp wind spend of 1525
kenph, pisting up 1o:8 kmph
Wisibiliey lmprovsd dis
ringtha day “The dust grads.
ally moeed enstwards and Pa
L repocted o visibdbly af
400N at | pan.” sald Krishns

Prun: e R

Blishiru, IMDschentist
Abilishek Bar, senjor pre-
prameme bmd, Councll oo
Emerpy; Enviromment and Wa:
e (CEEW), sald, “Dust
EROTTRE B Coamimi hafarn thin
nnset of monsoon inmarih In
din. This bs o notigrnl setree ol
nbr pell it s0 we cannog av-
oid eloynbed pollation leveis.
Weandy ceed to jrosesct taree]-
s Cro espesre.”
Hendded, “The nuthorites
shoold leverage the svailshle
[recisting  Informsation oo
the Alr&unlicy Early Warming
Sambem (AGEWS ard the wo.
nther hilletins of the India
Misteosnliogieal  Dhipsirtint
nrel previde tieeely paldancs
to citizens befire sich epls
ilies di Help themns peduics (helr
s by wealdng masks”

Thir st eompsrmss
e T sy waes 306 degre
e Cedafun, oo abnve normal
amif 2l ghily higher than YWed
nesiay s 44 degree. (MO pre
dicted chnnces of very lighi ra
L L Ul i s e ey e g
till Sasurday morning with
ihundersborms nod pusts e
ching i 1o Slaph. The mes
oary 15 [ikaly i be 4042 dogro
es Celsivs on Friday and 5541
dlegress Cedakus an Sahirday

Despate the AR Ealling 1n
thn “wory poor' calegary an
Tharsdoy night, the Commis
sbom e Adr Qualily Monnge
men! decichod ot to (imokn Ste
= | of ihe Groded Fesponse
Action Plan becaise b Gt thal
th AR loved would fall Teans
\e=hagh point. Explammg this,
a CAQM stnbement =il “The
surldem anid shikp deleelses
i in AR e long-rmngeirans
partof duast coused by suhstan
Ll wind speeds js prunsly spk
ot | vt Farifier the o
mmst by IMIVIITM  alsa
preidicts (e overal LR of Ded
103 1 T Bt i U *iind i
entegory in tho coming oym
Herwever, the PALS RS oo
cefilrallngs abarted] i decdline
sEnifcantly alter &am o an
Tharsday, and thas trenid 8 ex
prcte] B0 comblmes  Derther
with no niverse meteoralogh
ool fnctors and suhsidmg of
{kve st wiveren " The podlation
el manel will reyl
o i sttustinnan Frida

There was o political ex
chsanpe of wonls over the laee
em Thursday willi AAP elnd
ming that AR hed croseed G
i mony arens of Delhi-NCR
e ol il prod sorms air”
AAF naional oomvener Arvind
Kejrioal prsiedon X: " pall
{hom wad never Bis e during
e AAF regioe ar this Tims of
the yenr ™ [elhi BJP president
Virerdr Sachding oovinfersd
(bt bl b the ot ol (e st
stoer ae proad of deieriomting
palliation sitaaiion n Moy wns
evilenienl AAsleeeitil and
dishnnesd polities
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Govt withdraws security nod to
Turkish handler at 9 airports

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Citing the “inter-
est of national security”, Mo-
di govt on Thursday revoked
security clearance to Turkish
ground service provider Ce-
lebiand its associated compa-
nies, in a move that will im-
pact the security-sensitive
ground handling services
provided by the company at
nineairports, both passenger
and cargo terminals.
“Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) has revoked
the security clearance of Ce-
lebiand its associated compa-
nies on grounds related to na-
tional security Nothing is
above the security of our na-
tion and our fellow citizens.
National interest and public
safety are paramount and
non-negotiable, Efforts being
made to ensure that employve-
es working with Celebiare re-

PAK LINK

» Celebi denies links with
Turkish prez Erdogan’s
daughter Siimeyye, who,
reports say, is part owner of co
> After JNU, Jamia Millia
Islamia suspends all academic
collaborations with institutions
affiliated to Turkiye govt,

citing national security
concerns, officials say

» Adani Group ends its
partnership with Chinese

co DragonPass, which is a
platform offering airport
lounge access service. Adani
currently runs 7 airports,
including Mumbai’s

tained and continue to contri-
bute and ensure seamless
handling of passengers and
cargo at all affected air-
ports,” Union aviation mini-
ster Ram Mohan Naidu said.

Celebi Airport Services
India Pvt Ltd (CASIPL) and
two other Celebi companies
in India provide ground
handling in Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Chennai, Ahmedabad, Goa,
Cochin and Kannur airports.

The BCAS order, which is
with immediate effect, isseen
as a clear message from PM
Narendra Modi that suppor-
ting Pakistan will have an
economic cost for countries
doing so. Pakistan had fired
Turkish-origin drones on In-
dian ecities during Operation
Sindoor.

Turkey is facing massive
backlash for its support to Pa-
kistan with touroperatorsre-
porting widespread cancella-
tions. There are also protests
against Turkish goods, such
asmarbles and apples, sold in
India. P12
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AMID TENSIONS WITH TURKIYE

India revokes Celebi’s
security clearance

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 15 May

The Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
{BCAS) on Thursday revoked the secur-
ity clearance of Istanbul-headquar-
tered ground-handling firm Celebl
Alrport Services India, citing concems
over national security. The order, effec-
tive immediately, comes amid escalat-
ing diplomatic tensions following
Tirkive's support to Pakistan during
Operation Sindoor.

Celebi, which employs more than
10,000 people in India, currently pro-
vides ground services ar nine majorair-
ports across the country.

During Operation Sindoor, the
precision military campaign launched
by India in response to the April 22
Pahalpam terror attack, Tiirkive
extended diplomatic and military back-
ingto Pakistan. On Wednesday, Tiirkiye
President Recep Tavyip Erdogan reaf-
firmed Ankara's support, calling Pakis-
tan-Tiirkive ties “one of the best

India footprint

= No. of airports where Celebi operates:
S including Delhi, Mumbsai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, and Chennai

= Employees: Over 10,000

= Annual cargo handled: 540,000 tonnes

Source: Celebl Arpart Services India

examples of true friendship®. and
asserting that it would stand by Islama-
bad in “good and bad times™.

Tum to Page & p

Celebi: Claims on ownership ‘misleading

In its order, BCAS stated: “The
security clearance in respect of Celebl
Alrport Services India is hereby
revoked with immediate effect in the
interest of national securiry.” Later,
Minister of State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol posted on X that the
government had received requests
from across India to ban Celebl, a
"Turkish company operating ground
handling services” at Indian alrporis.
"Recognising the seriousness of the
issue and the call to protect national
interests, we have taken cognizance of
these requests...,” headded.

Reacting to the development,
Celeb] issued a statement in the even-
ing, *unequivoecally” refuiting what it
described as "misleading and fac-
tually incorrect allegations™ concern-
ing its pwnership and operations in
Indla. The company said that Celebi
Aviation India is 65 percent owned by
International institurional investors
based In Canada, the US, the UK, Sin-
gapore, the UAE, and Western Europe.
The remaining 35 per cent is held by
the founding Celebiodiu family in
Turkey, with equal sharesheld by Can
Celehioflu and Canan Celehiogl.
Celebi emphasised that neither Can

nor Canan has any “political affili-
ations or associations” of any kind. It
also rejected claims that Erdogan’s
granddaughierhad a stake Inthe firm.
The company described itseffas a
global aviation services provider with
overi1syears of operations in India and
investments exceeding 5220 million in
long-term infrastructure. It added that
all of its facilities are regularly audited
by Indian authorides, including BEAS,
the Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF), and the Alrports Authority of
India {AAL. The company maintained
it remains fully compliantwith Indian
aviation, security, and tax regulations.
It further warned that "inaccurate nar-
ratives” surrounding lis ownership
and operations could undermine
vears of cooperation and threaten the
livelihoods of “thousands of
employees and their families”.
Celebl’s Indian operations span
nine major airports —Delhl, Mumbai,
Chennal, Bengaloru, Hyderabad,
Ahmedabad, Cochin, Eannur, and
Goa ls services Include ground hand-
ling. cargo and warehimise operations,
passenger bridge operations, lounge
management, general aviation sup-
port, and meet-and-greet services.

Following the BCAS directive, GMR
Group-led Delhl International Alrport
Lid (DIAL) confirmed it had formally
terminated irs association with both
Celebi Alrport Services India and
Celebi Delhi Cargo Terminal Manage-
ment India. Bangalore Internatioral
Airport Ltd (BIAL) stated that it was

working closely with existing groum
handling service providers to ensw
continuity and operational stabilic
“The alrport assures passengers, Al
lines, and carpo stakeholders that £
necessary measires are beingtaken!
uphold service and operational eff
clency during this period.” it said.

IndiGo defends Turkish codeshare: Adani
ends alliance with China firm

IndiGoon Thursday defended its codeshare agreement with Turkish
Alrlines, calling the partnership a "win-win™ that supports
connectiviry, economiec growth, and access to affordable long-hanl
travel for Indian passengers. The airdine said the agreement aligns
with the bilateral alr services treaty between India and Tilrkive.

It noted that Turkish Airlines had previously held a monopoly on the
route, and IndiGo's entry had brought "balance™ and set the
groundwork for India’s futire long-haul aviation ambitions. "Through
the codeshare agreement, international travel has become more
accessible and affordable as passengers benefit from cost-effective
two-stop flights from India’s smaller cities to Europe and the USA "

IndiGosaid.

Meanwhile, the Adani group announced the immediate termination
ofits parmnership with Chinese company DragonPass, thereby ending
lounge access for Dragon Pass customers at all Adani-manased
airports. The group clarified that lounge acoess for other customers
renains unaffected, and all other services will continue without

disruption.
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Post-ceasefire, the travel bug s
back; but with some caution

AMUSHREE PRATAP
BENGALURU, DHNS

If the Indo-Pak crossfires
had taken the steam out of
travel plans in the peak sum-
mer vacation, the ceasefire
has brought a revival. To the
relief of the travel industry,
they are seeing the stream of
cancellations die out, though
travellers are still treading
with caution.

“While the reopening of
the 32 airports is a positive
step, demand recovery will
take time. The rebound is ex-
pected to be gradual as trav-
ellers regain confidence and
airlines re-establish routes.
Travellers are increasingly
preferring departures from
safe metro cities, preferably
southern ones,” said Hari
Ganapathy, Co-founder, Pic-
kyourtrail.

Pickyourtrail, along with
other travel brands, is seeing
strong, sustained demand for
Southeast Asia and Europe-
an destinations like Greece,
France, and Netherlands.

“Flights to Thailand, Viet-
nam, and Sri Lanka are pick-
ing up, along with those to
the UK and European Union.
Still, thesteamislost, With so
many people dropping their
travel plans, the market will

be at less than 50% of what
we saw last year,” according
to Sanjay Dang, Managing
Director of Le Travel World.

On the domestic front, trav-
ellers are opting for nearby
religious places, Dang added.

“In the last two days (May
12 to 13), booking volumes
have stabilised and passen-
ger traffic has returned to
normal. Interestingly, cancel-
lations in Punjab and Jammu
and Kashmir have suddenly
increased, possibly as people
who may have booked tickets
to leave did not see the need
to after the ceasefire was de-
clared,” highlighted aspokes-
person from RedBus.

From May 81010, RedBus
saw adropinseat bookings to
pilgrimage and leisure desti-
nations (such as a 13% drop
from Delhi). Other northern
states saw a 15% upsurge in
seat booking (driven by Pun-
jaband Jammuand Kashmir),
as travellers looked to exit
these regions.
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LOWER FARES WEIGH ON OPERATING PROFIT
Al Merger Boosts Singapore Air’'s FY25 Net

BENGALURU | SEOUL Singapore Airlines reported a
record annual net profit on Thursday, boosted by a
one-off gain from the Air India-Vistara merger, but lower
airfares in response to increased competition weighed
onoperating profit. The airline group recognised a one-time gain of
about S$1.1 billion after merging its 49%-owned Indian carrier, Vistara,
with Air India last November. Net profit for the year ended March 31
was S$2.8 billion, up from S$2.7 billion the previous year. However,
operating profit fell 37% year-on-year to S$1.7 billion, as passenger
yields—a proxy for airfares—dropped 5.5%. —Reuters
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Akasa to Spread its Wings to SE Asia

Noida, Navi Mumbai
airports will be catalyst
for growth of flight
connections: Sr exec

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Akasa Air, whichhasa
5% market share in India’s domes-
tic air traffic, is planning to ramp
up expansion in this financial vear
after a year of slow growth. This
will include the launch of flights to
Southeast Asia, a top destination
for outbound Indian travellers.

The airline that flies a fleet solely
of Boeing planes has faced chal-
lenges in expanding operations
amid an aireraft shortage.

“The good news is the worst is be-
hind the supply. The constraints se-
em to have been addressed to a lar-
oe extent. Boeing had a peculiar is-
sue and that's resolved, which is go-

od news,” Akasa chief commercial
officer Praveen Iver told ET.

“Asaresult, we, it appears, will be
on track for more deliveries this ye-
ar and we are happy with how the
deliveriesarescheduled fortherest
of the year." The airline, he said, is
looking to expand available seat Ki-
lometres by 30-40%.
This metric shows
the passenger-car-
rying capacity of an
airline.

Theairline in 2022

placed an initial

mami;;:’ﬂ order for 72 Boeing
solely of 737 Max aircraft
Boeing planes and later added fo-
has faced " ur more planes to
challenges the order. In Janu-
amidaircraft ary it followed it
shortage up with an order

for another 150 air-
craft of the same variant. But the
deliveries got delayed, with a
slowdown in Boeing's production
amid increased scrutiny from re-
gulators, airlines and lawmakers
following a January incident

when a door plug blew off aplane.

Iver said the airline will aggres-
sively expandon international ro-
utes and launch flights to Southe-
ast Asiasoon.

“We have been consistently ad-
ding capacity on the international
markets. Over the next several
months you will see us making so-
me announcements about addition
of flights to Far East destinations,”
Iyer said.

Iver said the two new airports in
Delhi and Mumbai — Noida and
Navi Mumbai — will be a catalyst
for growth of flight connections
from India’s two largest cities.

“Two of the most critical markets
have beenslot constrained for quite
some time now. I see it as a proxy to
Delhi which has been capacity
constrained and the other airport
is Navi Mumbai, which has been a
proxy to Mumbai which has been
capacity constrained as well. So,
considering that there are new spa-
ces opening up at Delhi and Mum-
bai, we will see much more increa-
se ingrowth,” Iver said.
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Air India merger fuels

Singapore Airlines’
record annual profit

AADITYA GOVINDRAO
& LISA BARRINGTONM
May 15

SINGAPOREAIRLINES REPORTED
arecord annual net profit on Thurs-
day, boosted by a one-off gain from
the mergerof AirIndia and Vistara,
but lower air fares in response to
increased competition weighed on
operating profit.

The airline group recognised a
one-off gain of about §51.1 billion
($847.20 million) after completing
the merger of its 49%-owned Vis-
tarawith Air Indialast November.

Singapore’s flag carrier said net
profitwas$52.78 billion for the year
ended March 31, compared with
§52.68billion ayearearlier,beating
aVisible Alpha consensus of $52.68
billion. lts operating profit fell 3 7%
from a year earlier, however, to
$51.71billion,as passenger yields
—a proxy for airfares —dropped by
5.5% duetostiff competitionasair-
lines globally added capacity.

While theairlinecarried a record

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READTO LEAD

Fri, .
https://epaper.financialexpre %

annual number of passengers and

described demand as robust,
increased capacity in the industry
drove ticket prices down, whilefuel
and expenditure rose, squeezing
profit margins.

Following warnings from other
carriers world-wide, Singapore Air-
lines said US-led tariffs were likely to
hit consumer and business confi-
dence and weigh on passenger and
cargo markets. Annual cargo rev-
enuesrose 4.4% on strong e-com-
merce and perishables demand, and
fromdisruption to Red Seashipping,
but freight yields fell 7.8% due to
increased competition. —REUTERS

16 May 2025
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RAJKOT

.
Flight ops
normal at all

.

8 airports
All eight airports in Gujarat
that had suspended civilian
flight operations dueto
escalating tensions
between India and Pakistan
have now resumed normal
services. Airlines began
operating flights as usual
on Tuesday after receiving
clearance from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA). The
airports in Bhuj, Kandla,
Keshod, Jamnagar, Maliya
(AFS), Mundra, Hirasar
(Rajkat), and Porbandar
were closed following a
NOTAM (Motice to Airmen)
issued by the DGCA amid
heightened border security
concerns. These airports
were among 32 ecross the
country where civilian
flights were temporarily
halted following the Indian
Armed Forces' Operation
Sindoor.
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Govt. revokes security
clearance for Turkish
ground handling firm

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The aviation security regu-
lator on Thursday revoked
the security clearance for
Turkish ground handling
service  provider  Celehi
with “immediate effect™ on
the ground of “national
security™.

“The security clearance
i5 herely revoked with im
mediate effect in the inter-
est of national security,”
according to an order from
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) issued for
Celebl Alrpaort Services In-
dia Private Ltd. A press
statemnent from the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation said

Clearance has been
revoked with
immediate effect in
interest of national
security, it said

that security clearances of
associated companies
were also cancelled.

Celebi, a key plaver in
ground and cargo han
dling, operates at nine In-
dian airports.

Minister for Civil Avia-
tion K. RBammohan Naidu
said special teams would
b deployved at airports (o
oversee aperations and ad
dress any emerging issues
in real time.
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Air India’s flight plan &
its hits and big misses

recently wrote about the horrifying
experience of 180-odd passengers bound
for Bengaluru from Delhi on an Air India
flight on the night of Delhi's unexpected
dust storm that threw schedules into disar-
ray. The flight in question remained attached
to the aerobridge and on the tarmac for 10
hours, a nightmarish experience. Many read-
ers expressed horror and some in the gov-
ernment declared, as they are apt to do, that
Air India was better managed under their
control —a refrain that reeks of bureaucratic
insecurity and seems to have stuck since the
Tatas took charge of the airline in January
2022,

I also received at least five messages from
readers on the airline's improved services on
both domestic and international routes.
Although in dribbles rather than a flood,
many reports of the airline’s improvements
on both in-flight service standards, including
food quality, and on-time perform-
ance are coming in, albeit mostly
with respect to the newer-leased
planes.

Almost universally, the reports
are positive on the airline’s in-flight
cabin crew and their handling of
passengers and situations. Given
the airline’s losses have fallen (as
per recent reports), I beg to differ
with those who argue that the gov-
ernment was managing the airline better
than the Tatas.

The we-did-it-better brigade also conve-
niently forgets the fact that under govern-
ment control, you and I were footing the bill
for the airline’s inefficiencies and inability to
compete, not to forget all the excesses and
frills employees, MLAs, MPs, and their kith
and kin enjoyed. Now that it is the Tatas, it
sounds better to me as a taxpayer. Nobody is
denying that it has taken inordinately long to
get here, but Air India does seem to be on the
path to some sort of recovery.

There is no denying, though, that almost
no week goes by without some politician,
celebrity, or business or media personality
taking to social media to air grievances
against perceived unfair treatment or poor-
quality service. The barrage of complaints
has been incessant since the beginning of the
year. Many members of the Air India senior
management privately believe that there is a
sustained campaign to malign their efforts,
but even they can’t deny that things are far
from perfect.

I believe Air India is currently going
through a phase of bipolarity wherein, on
some days and certain aspects, things seem
to have fallen in place, while on others, all
hell breaks loose from time to time. The lat-
ter is particularly acute when other factors
that need to be in harmony and do their bit
go awry— such as a dust-storm or dense fog

AIR INDIA SEEMS TO

BE GOING THROUGH A
PHASE OF BIPOLARITY
WHEREIN, ON SOME DAYS
AND CERTAIN ASPECTS,
THINGS APPEAR TO HAVE
FALLEN IN PLACE,

WHILE ON OTHERS,

ALL HELL BREAKS LOOSE
FROM TIME TO TIME

ndi
Bhargava

or torrential rains. In short, the airline's stan-
dard operating protocol seems to fall apart in
crises, and the carrier resembles a headless
chicken at such times. This, despite a new
state-of-the-art emergency control centre
and integrated operational control centre.

To understand the problem, 1 spoke to
some former and present management
members, and here is what I gathered. The
overwhelming consensus appears to be that
the carrier is yet to fully get a grip on its oper-
ations — particularly, in crisis situations. The
two mergers, the breakneck speed of expan-
sion, and several changes at the management
level are yet to settle into an equilibrium.

While Air India did have SOPs in place
before the sale, those have been upended
now, to some extent. Those vested in the air-
line say that the top management seems
more preoccupied with fighting the percep-
tions battle and is excessively focussed on
visible and on-the-surface changes
rather than on taking the bull by its
horns. The massive, expensive
rebranding exercise undertaken in
2023 was labelled by most as putting
the cart before the horse.

An even bigger problem identi-
fied is the failure to fix responsibility
and establish a clear line of account-
ability: Who takes the final call and
are they available to take it during
crisis situations? During the Delhi dust storm
fiasco, the head cabin crew member said that
she had no clear instructions and they were
unable to get hold of those who could take
the final call.

A more serious failure to fix responsibility
within the airline was cited by sources
recently when the airline fired a simulator
trainer instructor and removed 10 pilots
trained under him from flying duty after
finding evidence of poor training practices
and flouting of standard procedures. Many
argued that the instructor was made a scape-
goat while those senior to him, who were
equally culpable, went scot-free. Observers
say that fixing responsibility has never been
astrength [or the airline, and this aspect has
not changed despite the new ownership: Old
habits die hard.

What has flummoxed many is the studied
silence from the Tata stable on the never-
ending bloopers since these reflect directly
on the group.

‘Why the Tata leadership has given the air-
line such a long rope and for how long this
would continue is the question many ask, but
no answers are forthcoming — at least yet. If
the screws are indeed being tightened on the
Air India management, it is happening
behind closed doors and with plenty of dis-
cretion.

The group's role in the whole exercise has
come into sharp focus with respect to
another aspect. Many aviation industry insid-
ers question the filling up of several top-level
positions with people from non-aviation
backgrounds — Tata-trusted aides and pro-
fessionals, most of whom don’t know too
much more than a regular flier about the
business, Other airlines have demonstrated
the benefits of putting the right people in the
cockpit —and the cost of putting the wrong
ones. The Tatas don't need to look too far:
AirAsia India is a glaring case in point.

Anjuli Bhargava writes about governance,
infrastructure, and the social sector. The views
expressed are personal
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Singapaore Airlines’ net profit was
542 73 billion. BLOCAABERT

Air India merger
fuels SIA profit

ingapore Airlines (SL1A} reported a recornd
S anmuil met profit on Thursday, boosted by

a one-off gain from the merger of Air
Lenchia aned Vistara, but lowerair faresin
response toincreased competition weighed on
operating profit.

The aidine group recognized a cne-off giin
of about 8511 hillion (3847 20 million) after
completing the merger of its 49%-owned
Indian carrier Vistara with Air Inadia kst
Nowembeer.

Simgapore’s flag carrier said ned profit was
585278 hillion for the year ended 51 March,
cormpared with S52 68 billion a vear earlier,
beating a Visible Alpha consensus of 852,68
bilkion. lis operating profit fell 37% from ayvear
earlier, however, (o 53171 billion, s passenger
vields—a proxy for airfares—dropped by 5.5%
due to stiff competition as aidines globally
added capacity.

While SLA carried a recond annual number of
passengers and deseribed demand as robust,
increased capacity in the industry drove ticket
prices down, while fuel and expenditure rose,
sqqueezing profit margins. REUTERS
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Amid anti-Ankara sentiments,
IndiGo defends Turkish tie-up

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindiacom

New Delhi: Indian aviation’s
Turkish ties have been a sare
point in the past, ton, When
Tatas chose Turkish Airlines
former chairman [ker Avel
as Air India CEOQ & MD in Feb
2022, govi did not give him the
required security clearance,
Ayei was an advizer to Recep
Erdogan in 1% when the
now Turkish president was
mavor of Istanbul.
IndiGocode share and wet
lease; Turkey has for years
been seeking upward revi-
sion of bilaterals that allow
only one flight each between
Istanbul and Delhi and Istan-
bl and Mumbai daily by a
Turkizh and an Indian carri-
er each, which means eight
one-way direct flights a day,
Turkish Airlines operates
four daily flights. And for the
Indian side, it has wet-leased
wide-body planes {(given on
hire with pilots) to IndiGo to
dothat job. A majority of pas-
sengers on all four daily
flights transit to the rest of
the world via Istanbul, which
houses Europe's biggest air-
port. Indiahasnotrevised the
bilaterals with Turkey sofar
After the withdrawing of
Celebi security clearance, In-
diGo tle-ups could face the
heat, IndiGo has defended its
code share and wet-lease of

Adanis terminate deal with DragonPass

Mumbai: Eight days after the Adani Group announced a
partnership with China's DragonPass to provide lounge access
atIndian airports managed by it, Adani Airport Holdings on
Thursday ended the deal "with immediate effect”.

This move is part of a larger trend where Indian companies
are changing plans because of tenslons with Pakistan, which
has received support from countries such as China and Turkiyve.

The Adani-OragonPass partnership had drawn criticism
following the attack in Pahalgam and Operation Sindoor. “This
change will have no impact on the airport lounge and travel
experience for other customers,” Adani Airport Holdings said.

DragonPass, founded in 2005, is a series B company based in
Guangzhou, according to data collected by Tracxn. DragonPass,
backed by Chinese investors like Ocean Link, Addor Capital, and

Govtor, offers access toairport lounges worldwide, T

planes  with Turkish Afr-
lines. In a detailed statement,
IndiGo said: “The India-Tur-
key air services agresment
{ASA or bilaterals) allows
carriers of Turkey and India
to operate a total of 56 flights
per week between India and
Turkey. Currently, IndiGo op-
erates direct lights to Istan.
bul via leased 500-plus-seater
alreraft and offers codeshare
seats to travellers to more
than 40 points In Europe and
the US supported bv its do-
mestic network. This ar-
rangement provides multiple
benefits to Indian travellers,
and the countiv's economy
The additional long-haul ca-
pacity has enabled availabili-
ty of seats for Indian passen-
gers at reasonable fares, com-
ing at a time when long-haul

international airfares have
increased substantially ow:
ing to the impact of Covid."

“It is also fuelling both
aviation and economic
growth, creating numerous
Jjob opportunities in India..
serves as avital engine forec-
onomic activity to support
trade worth billions of dal-
lars between the two coun-
tries that spans several verti-
cals bevond just travel, Indi-
Gosaid,

“Through the codeshare
agreement, international
travel has become more ac-
cessible and affordable as
passengers benalit from cost-
effective  twostop  flights
from India's smaller cities to
Europe and the US,” IndiGo
added.

Full report on wiow: tol.in
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Flights to Delhi, Shimla resume from Kangra

KUmwINDER SANDAT
[V ERAFLA NS ALA, MAY 1]
Flight operations at the
Kangra airport  officially
resimed on Wler.qiu_\-'
after seven days, The
flights were suspended on
May T following heightened
temiong with Pakistan

The Undom Ministey of Civ-
il Aviation had on Monday
directed the reopening of all
32 airports in the western

and nathern regons.

A total of three Mights
operated from the Kangra
Airport today, Acconding to
Rangra Airport Director
Dhirendra Singh, Indigo
and Allance Air operated
niHI‘LL‘- fl'llrll n’i‘”‘ll ||.r|||
Shimla to Kangra and back

An Indigo Airflines flight
{IGOT6ERC)  arrived [rom
Delhi o Dharamsala with
1 passengers on board. On
return, 10 pussengers flew

from Dheramsala to Delhi
by fight (IGOT484), Two
flights of Alliance Air oper-
ated from here

The flght (LLERZ3) arrived

it Dharamsals froen Shimla
with fir passengers. while the
el ITuﬂﬂ {LIRA24Y from
Dharmsala to Shimla carmed
rh{l:l.ljm:i:ﬂ-lq{'rrx. T|:u,- m-:_'llls.n:]
fight (LLR711} arrived in
Dharamsala fram Delhi with
33 passen gers an board while
the return Right {LLATI 2o

Delhi carried 30 passengers.
Iri total, 138 passengers trav
elled on three flights from
the Kargra Airport.
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