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IGI climbs to 9th position in world’s busiest airports list

IndiGo and Akasa A to shift
their flights o T1 from T2 today

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 14

Indira Gandhi
International airport has
been ranked as the world's
Gth busiest alrport in the
2024 preliminary rankings
of Alrporits Cotincll
International (ACI).

Delhi Alrport witnessed a
record-breaking passenger
traffic of 7.7 crore in 2024,
reflecting its consistent
year-over-vear growth.

: I)e]-llhi Is ﬂ@ unl:olr t;!.rpcm
n the prestigious list.
Earlil:'ﬂthls vear, Delhi

Airport bagged the airport

service quality (ASQ)
award for best airport in
Asia-Pacific for the Tth con-
secutive vear. GMR-DIAL,
which operates the Delhi
Aljrport, said the key fac-
tors driving Delhi Airport's
sucoess are infrastructure
upgrades like expanded
terminal capacity runway
enhancements, and
advanced technology adop-
tion, including facial recog-
nition systems and auto-
mated baggage handling.
Videh Kumar Jaipuriar,
the CEO of DIAL,
expressed pride in  the
accomplishment, stating,

“This recognition by ACI
World is a testament to our
relentless  efforts o
enhance the travel experi-
ence, As the aviation indus-
try witnesses significant
growth. Delhi Airport
remains at the forefront
with its infrastructure. Our
unwavering focus on deliv-
ering nger services,
commitment to sustain-
ability, adoption of cutting-
edge technology and con-
tinued investment in infra.
structure have firmly posi-
tioned Delhi Airport as
both a gateway to India and
a world-class aviation hub.™

New Delhi, April 14:
IndiGo and Akasa Air will
shift their domestic ights
to Delhi Alrport’s
Terminal 1 from Terminal
2 starting Tuesday as T2
will be temporarily shut
for maintenance work.

The new T1 will be fully
operational from Tuesday
(April 15).

At present, IndiGo and
Akasa Air have fNights

from T2, which handles
around 270-280 air traffic
movements and serves
over 46,000 passengers per

day.
The Indira Gandhi
International Alrport

(IGIA), rated DIAL,
has mmnrminﬁs - T1,
T2 and T3 -- and four run-
ways. It is also the coun-
try's largest and busiest
airport.



AIRPORISAUTHORIT “r E)F iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHI l1e APRIL Z20Z5

TIUIE T -1 I8
UEe & fo At W

U ©¢ T 151 TR dec TR &

O AN =W

EERR oo
AT TG 1 21
Huerar H 9E € T, @i
T @ fom e dhe A
=UE T W A ) T
1 T A 92T

A T TEA AT T W
fom TRy TG T 3
T A=A | e
1 wer favaaia e
T AET S ®, o
FhEG T8 3N €1 9% fef
‘\E[&ﬁ: 11 &3 4 12 53 7%

1

Hlferd g
=fifF-3 9 sl
feme = s e o
1 ¢ | 98, 21 |
e et =i e
I W TEE
eI & STER,
Zffer-2 &1 T e
T €, R W

= HE g IR

A [T T B
s SR w0 9 e
| ZfiEe 0 e =
Teram o | et fei @
-1 =1 w0 w7 41
= Hotw § 2fifqe = m

¥ v R o @ S e
TenterT B1 78 &1 S0 S
FAH-2 W AN T W 0 W WA SR H

e wmmn A ) 2iAE I ) giiEm S 8

F Foora F ST 2 T e
IR U A 0 e St

g oweem e F e
T R e gE 9



AIRFUHFSAL“HGP!F Y I‘JI- iNUiﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHT 16 APRIL 2025

Jet owners look for new home as Mumbai airport shows door

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Aircraft MRO firm Indamer
plans to shift operations to
MNagpur, and business jer
owners are scouting altern-
ative parking locations fol-
lowing an eviction notice
from the Mumbai airport.,
Though the soon-1oe-open
Navi Mumbai airport is the
closest and preferred option,
ateep charges and deposita
proposed by the airport are

forcing operators to explore

alrernatives. In March,
Mumbai Internationsn] Air-
port Lid (MIAL) issued a no-
tice o corporate houses,
charters and MROs like In
damer to vacate the aircraft
parking bays by July
end. MIAL plans to use the
vacated space to construct a
taxiway and will stop parking
facilitics for business jets at
Mumbai 1w increase effi
ciency and reduce ennges-
tiom. But the move is being
resisted by jet owners, who
are also miffed by the pro
posed charges at the Mavi

Mumbai airport. Tet owners
and operators have been re-
portedly asked to pay a T20
crore fee for “home base™
parking at Navi Muombai.
Those looking to st up air-
craft hangars at Navi Mum
‘hai are being asked to pay de-
posits  upwards of T100
Lrore.

STEEF CHARGES

“"Wie will not be able to afford
the deposit and rent sought
at Navi Mumbai airport. We
plin to move our mainten-
ance facilities to Nagpur,

where we already run a
MRO," said Rajeev Gupts,
Chief Executive Officer of
Indamer Group,

Orthers have begun look
ing &t arports 0 Aur-
angabad, Nashik and Shirdi
to park their planes.

“Any tomporary of per-
manent relocation of busi
ness aviation operators must
be accompanied by a viable
n[h.'"mtmnallv cfficient  al-
ternative at oo additiomal
cost to the operators,” said
EEK Bali, Managing Director,
Business Aircraft Operatars

Associarion. Bali also called
for a collsborative approach
to oddress the issue and
questioned the sirport's au-
thority to propose parking
fee for home base pircraft.

Essar, Reliance and Tata
group have hangars at Mum-
bai in addition to those of In-
damer and Alr Works. In ad
dition to hangars, thene are
20-25 parking bays for busi
ness jets in Mumbai,

On Monday, executives of
MIAL met business jet oper-
ators 1o brief them about the
development. While the aie-

port executives briefed them
about the necessity to con-
struct a taxiway for safery
and efficiency reasons, oper-
ators complained about the
July desdline. A suggestion
was made for business jet
owners and charter operat-
ors to use Mumbai airport
for passenEEr pick-up and
drop-off, while parking their
aireraft ar MNavi Mumbai or
other airports. However, op-
erators argue that this is not
a wiahle solution as it would
increase fuel and mainten-
ANCE CNETE.
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Delhi’s T1reopening marred

by baggage check-inglitch

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 15 April

Flight operations at
revamped Terminal 1 (T1) of
the Delhi International
Airport started Tuesday,
marked by baggage check-in
glitches which delayed lug-
gage movement, causing
inconvenience to passengers.

On the same day,
Terminal 2 (T2) of the airport
was temporarily shut for
maintenance and all the
flights — including those of
IndiGo and Akasa Air — were
diverted to T1.

T1 was closed on June 28
last year after a section of its
roof collapsed during heavy
rains, resulting in one death
and injuries to six persons. A

limited section of the termi-
nal resumed operations on
August 17, 2024, even as
reconstruction and refurbish-
ment work continued on the

rest of the facility.
Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL),

which operates the airport,
reopened the entire T1 for
commercial flight operations.
The upgraded T1 now has the
capacity to handle 40 million
passengers annually,
enabling the complete relo-
cation of the 15 million pas-
sengers currently using T2.
However, baggage check-
in glitches were faced-
throughout the day on
Tuesday. The baggage belt
system malfunctioned, dis-
rupting luggage processing.
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B'luruairportlaunches automated
truck management facility

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Kempegowda Internation-
al Airport, Bengaluru, in
collaboration with Shell
Mobility, has developed an
Airport Truck Management
Facility (ATMF) at the air-
port’s Greenfield Domestic
Cargo Terminal (DCT).

The ATMF is designed to
ensure smooth operations by
streamlining truck flow, en-
abling real-time processing,
and providing driver ameni-
ties that enhance turnaround
timeand operational efficien-
cy. “Handling approximately
1,600 trucks daily, BLR Cargo
has effectively addressed key
inefficiencies such as con-
gestion, delays, and limited
driver facilities. With over
250 parking bays, the ATMF
optimises operations through
digital processing, automated

Trucks making the:r way

totheairport's Greenfield

Domestic Cargo Terminal.
PHOTO: BLR AIRPORT

approvals, and seamless car-
gomovement,”as perthe BLR
Airport statement.

Satyaki Raghunath, Chief
Operating Officer of Banga-
lore International Airport
Limited, said, “Given the
significant increase in cargo
here at the Bengaluru air-
port, it was time to invest in
solutions that can ensure the
seamless and timely move-
ment of trucks, as well as the

well-being of truck drivers by
providing essentialamenities.
This is India’s first on-airport
truck management facility
featuring a fully automated,
paperless truck entryand exit
processat both the ATMF and
the cargo terminals.”
Automated common
pre-check-ins, paperless en-
try, and digitised pick-ups
and exit processes accelerate
truck clearance. Handheld
devices for check-ins have re-
duced truck turnaround time
from four hours to one hour,
with 78% of trucks waitingless
than 20 minutes before enter-
ing the cargo terminals.
Additionally, 24/7 CCTV
monitoring enhances securi-
ty and operational oversight,
while app-based approval
mechanisms enable faster,
digitised truck clearances.
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Operations of Blue Cab taxis
suspended at Mopa airport

GMR SAYS OPERATORS FAILED ON SECURITY CLEARANCES

PERNEM

Having been allotted a dedi-
cated Blue Cab Prepaid Taxi
counter at Mopa Airport for
taxi operators from Pernem
taluka a little over a year ago,
local taximen have now been
informed that Blue Cab taxi
services have heen suspended
at Mopa airport from Tuesday.

GMR Airports Limited (GAL)
defended its decision to sus-
pend Blue Cab taxi services
on grounds that the Blue Cab
operators had failed to obtain
security clearances.

I a letter to Sanjay Kambli,
President of the Blue Cab Pre-
paid Taxi Association (BCP-
TA), the GMR Airports Ltd stat-
ed that under clauses of the
licence agreement dated No-

vember 23, 2023 between the
Blue Cab Prepaid and GAL,
the BCPTA had been reguired
to obtain security clearances
from the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs and Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security.

GAL also claimed to have
issued notices dated June 11,
2024, and January 15, 2025 for
rectification of breach of the
License Agreement.
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Airport wheelchair guidelines set to be reviewed

Neha LM Tripathi
htreporters@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The government is
planning to revise accessibility
guidelines at airports to limit
free wheelchair facility only to
senior citizens, with those below
the age of 60 years likely becom-
ing subject to new conditions to
avail the service.

According to officials aware of
the matter, the changes have
been driven by complaints by air
travellers of wheelchair shorta-
gesand of shoddy equipment.

“The government is formalis-
ing a policy that may be
announced by the end of May.
Under the proposed rules,
younger passengers may be
required to submit a medical cer-

tificate to access free wheelchair
services," said one of the officials
cited above.

They may also need to pay a
nominal fee if they require assist-
ance to reach boarding gates, this
person said, adding that the study
of passengers revealed that the
service was being used more for
this purpose.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is spear-
heading the initiative and has
held meetings with airlines to
draft new eligibility criteria for
free access. Anairline representa-
tive confirmed the discussions,
saying, “Airlines are in talks with
the regulatorand have proposed
charging for wheelchair services.”

A second airline official cited
rising costs and misuse of the ser-

vice. “Demand has surged. Ser-
vice providers are charging us
heavily when requests exceed
contracted limits. Offering free
wheelchairs to all is becoming
unsustainable,” the official said.

“Some passengers request
wheelchairs without genuinely
needing them. Beyond equip-
ment, trained staff too are in
short supply,” the official added.

According to a former airline
official, passengers at times misuse
the service since those on wheel-
chairs are shepherded through
crowded queues by the assistants.

While DGCA director general
Faiz Ahmed Kidwai was unavail-
able for comment, a senior offi-
cial of the Union ministry of civil
aviation confirmed the regulator
will soon submit recommenda-

tions, witha final announcement
expected next month.

The second official explained
that the paid option is being
explored for those that need
assistance, but may not qualify
under the stricter norms. “We are
looking at anominally priced ser-
vice for those who can't walk long
distances,” said the official.

To be sure, there was no indi-
cation on what the precise
stricter norms may include.

The DGCA is also considering
awareness campaigns to educate
passengers on proper use of the
service and reduce misuse.

Biji Eapen, president of the Air-
line Users Rights and Grievances
Redressal Forum, said, “Govern-
ment officials should understand
the realities before listening to air-

lines. Passengers' rights are con-
cerned with services, safety, and
quality. Without considering or
understanding passenger funda-
mental rights, or without address-
ing such, passengers won't get any
benefits.”

Airlines reportedly handle
more than 1,000 wheelchair
requests daily. Recent penalties
have been imposed on carriers
for lapses in providing the ser-
vice, including a 330 lakh fine on
Air India for failing to offer pre-
booked wheelchairs.

“Airports also offer buggy ser-
vices, many of which are free—but
notenough passengers are aware
of them. These services need bet-
ter promotion to ease demand on
wheelchair facilities,” the former
airline official quoted above said.
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TERMINAL 2 SHUT FOR MAINTENANCE, OPERATIONS SHIFT TO TERMINAL1

T1 now ‘fully operational’, Day 1 marred by baggage issues, delays

DEVANSHMITTAL
NEW DELHLAPRL 15

EVEN ASa “comfortable jourmey™
was promised with Terminal 1 o
T1 of Delhi's Indira Gandhi
Intemational Airport (IGIA ) be-
coming [ully operational on
Tuesclay, passengers complaned
of flight ddays and incomvenience
due to haggage check-in system
isaies The techncal ghich came
onaday when Terminal 2, which
serves domestic fights, was
closéd for maintenance with the
operations shifted toT1 wll it re-
opens inSepember,

A passenger advisory posted
on the affical account of the air-
port on X around 2 pm read, “We
experienced a technical issue at
Ti check-in, Flight operations
were not impacted due to this.

Chur e, along with stake hold-
ers, have resolved it and opera-
tions are normalised now.”
However, hours later, around
5 pm, as the grievances kept
pouring in, another advisory was
put up. The issue “has already
been escalated to the global
Original Eij uipment
Manufacturer (OEM] for ungent
resolution,” it read,

Earfier, IndiCo and Akasa Adr,
the two arlines operating out of
T2, had notified passengers.about
the massipnment of Mlights via
ermail, WhatsApo. and their web-
sites. Approximately 270 Mights
and S0000passengers amve and
depart daily from T2. While
Akasa Air had urped the fyers to
reach the airport well in time.
Indigo stated that schedule
changes were likely,

But on Tuesday, it was a dou-

Bl Gt
WHAT TO EXPECT AT REVAMPED T2

B Autonomous boarding with accessible signages
bridges with whee kchair forsmooth navigation
ramps and operator-safe m Stylish ceilings,
swingdoors upgraded flooring for an
B Smart washrooms and acsthetic experience
skylightceilings fora ® Weat her-proof
muﬂern_ passenger canapics at forecourt to
Faperenoe ensure com fort amid
B Real-time Might displays | rainor shine

ble whammy for the aidines to
manage the relocation of opera-
tions and tackie the baggage col-
lection issues

Many passengers Dok o so-
cial media to vent their fnnstr-
tion, "@IndiGo6E Dear team, |
have trvelled today from Delhi
Lo Jarmimu via flighe 6E 2609 and
oy huggage which Icheckedinat
the airport is still not received.
First of all, | faced adelay in the
check-in due to limited working
belts. Secondly, the security chisck
wis also 50 much time-consum-
i We got toknow that fiight got
chesbawyree] by 0 rminutes due tolug-
gage cleamnee, And, now |
haven't rece ived my luggage, .
they are telling me that it will
come via our next available
flight.” apassenger wite onx.

Another user wrote:
"@IndiGoBE @Aal_Olficial lug-

gage bebt not working for Indigo
Delhi T1 airport leading to ex-
trere delay and imconvenience.”

Amid abarrageofcomplaints,
Indigo assured Avers that they
wiould be "reunited ™ with their
baggage that would be sent by
“the earhiest available flight®,

"Hi. please be informed that
d e foa temporary baggage belt
faillure at Dedhi asrport, bageape
delivery across the networ kis de-
layed, Your bagwill be senton the
earfiest available Right, and we ae
doing everything possible o re-
uinite you withitas soon as poss-
bie,” the airine said

Earlier in January, the Delhi
Intemational Airport Limited
(DALY, which operates the IGIA,
underlined inan offical state-
ment that “The emporary closure
ol Terminal 2is expected o cause
minimal disruption tooperations,

asthe pewly developed Terminal
1 will absorb the add itional load,
ensuring continued service to
passengers.”

Further,a pos on the offical
account of X of the Delhi airport
o Sunday read, “[njust two days
EXPETIENCE A SITMTTET, MO (om-
fortable journey at Dethi Airport's
upgraded Teminal 1. Get ready
for smoather travel, better con-
nectivity, and world-c lass Gcli-
ties — al underone roaf

But iechnical isues and Bight
clefays marred the day 1 ol T get-
ting fully operational. As per
Flightradar2d, a live fight track-
ing wehsite, 326 (or48 percent)
Mights wene delayed atthe IGI
Airport. asof9 pm on Tuesday,

Thee IGI Airpart has thiee er-
mimals: Termuinal 1, Temminal 2
and Terminal 3, T1 and T2 are
user] only fordomestic Mights.
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NO FLIGHT DISRUPTIONS

Delhi Airport: T1 sees baggage
glitch as T2 closed temporarily

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Dethi Airports
Terminal 1 became fully oper-
ational on Tuesday with the
shifting of all flights from Ter-
minal 2, but passengers faced
delays due 1o intermittent
issues with the baggage check-
in system at TL

With the tempaorary closure
of T2 fromm TlJt:‘s{Etj' for mainte-
nance works, IndiGo relocated
more than 125 daily flights and
Akasa Adr also shified its (lights
from T2 1o T1.

Now, IndiGo has more than
200 daily departures from TL.

“We are currently experi-
encing intermittent baggage
check-in system issues at Ter-
minal 1. This has already been
escalated to the global OEM for
urgent resolution. We apolo-
gise for any inconvenience
caused to our passengers. We
are working with all stakehold-

¥ T -

g \ { KEY POINTS

e iy o ey g 5 "YW upermd

e T o a technical issue at
I B baggoge check-in at

'-; T1 thot slowed down

\.}:ﬁ.‘ _;f':f the baggoge check-in

far some time'

+ ‘Flight eperations
were not impacted
due to this. Our team
with M‘H
have worked on it
and operations have
normalised now'

ers o resolve the issue on pri-
urﬂ}-‘," Delhi airport operator
DIAL said ina post on X at
1742 hours.

Earlier in the day also, there
were issues with the bagpage
system, which were resolved.

“We experienced a techni-
cal tssue at baggage check-in at

T1 that slowed down the bag-
gage check-in for some time.
Flight aperations were nol
impacted due to this. Our team
with stakeholders have worked
on it and operations have nor-
malised now.

“Apologies for the briel
inconvenience caused,” Delhi

International Airport Lid
(DIAL) said in a post on X
at 1422 hours.

At 1250 hrs, DIAL said
there was a technical issue at
T1 check-in.

Some people took 1o social
mediz and also shared pictures
and video clips daiming there
was a long wailing time for
security checks.

Ina post on X, one useralso
mentioned that the baggagt ol
many passengers from Delhi
to Agartala was missing on
arrival, saying the reason was
that there was a dysfunctional
beltat T1 D

Indira Gandhi Interna-
tonal Airport now operates
two terminals, T1 and T3, and
three runways. IndiGo has
shified over 125 daily flights 1o
T1, increasing passenger traffic
from 15,000 to 40,000, with T1
now handling up to 40 million
passengers annually.

IGIA ranks as
world's th
busiest airport

NEW DELHI: Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International Air-
port ranked ninth among
the world’s busiest airports in
2024, handling 77.8 million
passengers—a rise of 7.8 per
cent from 2023 and 13.6 per
cent from 2019, The Alrports
Coundl International {ACI)
Warld list was led by Atlanta,
followed by Dubai and Dal-
las Fort Worth. Istanbul and
Dielhi stood out for sustained

wih due to airlineg expan-
ffiT:n and irnpruw:d BIEE:I
links. ACI forecasts global
traffic will reach 9.9 billion
passengers in 2025, AGENCEES
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Industrial manufacturing cluster to
be established near Hisar airport

MPOST BUREAU

CHANDIGARH: To boost
industrial development in
Haryana, an Industrial Man-
ufacturing Cluster (IMC) will
be established near Maharaja
Agrasen Airport in Hisar over
approximately 3,000 acres.

The estimated cost of the
project is around Rs 4,680
crore, This IMC will be devel-
oped jointly by the Haryana
government and the National
Industrial Corridor Develop-
ment Corporation (NICIDC),
an official statement said here
on Tuesday, giving details
about a meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini. Haryana Civil Aviation
Minister Vipul Goel was also
present al the meeling.

In the meeting, the chiel
minister was apprised by the
officials that the Centre, in
]:bau'tm:rshlp with state BOVETTI-
ments, is developing integrated

industrial corridors based on
multi-medal connectivity to
accelerate  manufacturing
growth and ensure planned
urbanisation.

Under the Amritsar-Kol-
kata Industrial Corridor,
industrial townships will be
developed in six cities across
seven states, with the IMC in
Hisar being the largest proj-
ecl, to be developed over nearly
3,000 acres. The cluster will be
developed in two phases.

It was informed that this
project is expected to altract
investments of around Rs
32,000 crore and generate over
10,000 employment opportu-
nities. The IMC will have all
essential and modern infra-
structure, including roads, a
waler trealment pla.nt. and a
solid waste management plant
(STP). A memorandum of
understanding (MolU) between
NICDC and the Haryana gov-
ernment will be signed soon

for the successful execution af
this project.

The Chief Minister said
the IMC will attract invest-
ments from Indian and inter-
national companies. Out of
the 7,200 acres demarcated in
Hisar, around 4,212 acres are
occupied by Maharaja Agrasen
Airport, while the IMC will be
established on approsimately
2,988 acres. Proximity to the
airport will provide a signifi-
cant advantage to industries, he
said. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday llagged off a
commmercial flight from Maha-
raja Agrasen Al t in Hisar
to Ayodhya and laid the foun-
dation stone of the new termi-
nal building at the airport.

Under the Delhi-Mum-
bai Industrial Corridor being
developed by NICDC, an Inte-
grated Multi-Modal Logistics
Hub will be sel up on approxi-
mately 886 acres in Haryanas

Nangal Chaudhary.
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Technical failure in
baggage handling briefly

disrupts T1's reopening

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE i Mew Del

THE reopening of the Termi
nal 1 of the Delhi Alrport on
Tuesday was marked by atem-
porary disruption in the con-
vevor belt of the baggapge sec
tion causing a delay in
check-in by passengers. The
Delhl International Alrport
Limited (DIAL), operator of
the Delhi Airport,
acknowledged the
technical glitch
However, it stated
that flight opera-
tions were not
disrupted

On the sameday
Terminal 2 aof the
alrport was tem
porarily shut for
maintenance and
all the Olghts—including that
af IndiGo and Akasa Alr
were diverted to Terminal 1

Terminal 1 was closed on
June 28 last year after a sec-
tion of its roof collapsed dioe
Ing heavy ralns, resulting in
one death and injuries to six
persons. A limited section of
the terminal resumed opera-
tions on August 17, 2024, even
a8 reconstruction and refur

bishment work continued on
the rest of the facility

DIAL reopened the entire
Terminal 1 for commercial
flight operations. The upgrad-
od Terminal 1 now has the ca-
pacity to handle 40 million
passengers annually, enabling
the complete relocad ion of the
15 million passengers current-
Iy using Terminal 2. However,
the first day &t Ter
minal 1 saw the
glitch. The bag-
gage bell system
malfunctoned in
the morning, dis-
rupting luggage
processing.

At noon, DIAL
lssued a statement
acknowledging the
problem. “Wo ex-
perienced a technleal issueat
bageage check-in at T1 that
temporarily slowed down lug-
page processing. Flight opera-
tlons were not impacted. Our
ticam, along with stakehold-
ers, resolved the issue, and op-
erations have now returned to
normal. We regret the brief
inconvenlence caused,”
the statement issued by the
DIAL read
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KEEP POLITICS OFF CHOICE
FOR BENGALURU AIRPORT

VERYONEloves agood development projoct, especially
om legiskators. With the proposal for a second miterna
tiomal airport for Bengahor creativg a bozz, MLAS A
lobbving for locations such as Sira in Tumakuru dis-
trict and My=uri. The Karnataka povernment has ze
roed inon three tracts of land south of Bengnlura, within 50
km from the city centre and wellconnected by roads, Two
are off Kanakapura Road m Ramanagara district, and the
thimd between Kunigal and Nelamangala. The new airport
woukd cater mamly tosouth Bengaluruand the IT corrsdor,
from where citizens now have to make a 6-km journey tothe
Kempegowda Inter national Airport north of the city
Just before an Adrports Authocity of Indis team was due
to inspect the three shorflisted sites, a4 section of Congress
MlAs attempted (o urn the view sway from Kanakapurs,
the stomping ground of Depity CM D K Shivakumar, and
towards Stes. Home Minkster G Parameshwiars was the fimst
to raise the lssue, which was backed by at least 42 Congress
MUAs mostof them from this region. They shot off aletier
to CM Siddaramaiah and Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mo-
han Naldu in support of this small wn 120 km from Ben-
palur It was pltched as being ideally located in oam indus
trial belt and as a gatoway o Central Komataka The Sira
proposal did not make much headway as Infrastructure
Minister M B Patil said it was fit for a regional airport,
whoas viability consultants would be hired to stody The
tourist city of Mysurumay offer a better aliernative, having
good] connectivity to Bengalur
The plan for a second airport has been in the pipelime for o
few years now, despite the current ope’s two terminals and
expanding runways. The Bengahoru airport is the third busi-
esi in International traffic, logeing 41 milllen passengers and
over 5 lakh tonnes of cargo last year The city surely nesds
another alrport, but it cannod be located at whim Whils every
higticket project offers real esate opportunities, politiclans
ought 1o keep In mind practicality and public convenlence
while pushing for their constitwencies. Especially for an in-
termatlonal alrport. which would need excellent metro and
road comnectivity, Thore are other factors at play, too: airfines”
covenienoe, metcorological detadls, geographicaltermin and
operational feasibility Palitics has no role in such a project.
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Delhi’s T2 to be closed for
4 months for renovation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

elhis Indira Gandhi International
DAirporl (IGIA)S oldest terminal,

Terminal 2 will be closed from
Monday-Tuesday midnight for what is like-
ly to be the last renovation of its 1986-era
building for approximately four months to
facilitate repair and upgrade work. During
this period, all flights that were previously
operated from T2, including those by air-
lines such as IndiGo and Akasa Air, will be
relocated to Terminal 1 (T1). The Indira
Gandhi International Airport (IGIA), oper-
ated by DIAL, has three terminals and four
runways. It is also the country’s largest and
busiest airport.

Delhi International Airport Limited
(DIAL) has confirmed that T1 will operate
at full capacity to accommodate the addi-
tional flights. “Starting from 15th April 2025
(0001 hrs), all flights operating from
Terminal 2 will be relocated to Terminal 1
until further notice. Passengers are encour-
aged to verify their flight terminal informa-
tion before travelling to the airport to avoid
any inconvenience.

The Indira Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA), operated by DIAL, has three termi-
nals and four runways. It is also the coun-
try’s largest and busiest airport. T2 will be
closed temporarily to carry out maintenance

works from April 15, and one runway is
already shut for maintenance works.

IGIA has a capacity to handle close to 11
crore passengers annually and saw 7.8 crore
last year. So there is no real hurry demol-
ish T2 now as Noida Airport will open with
a capacity of 1.2 crore passengers annual-
lr:,', which will increase to 7 crore in the next
ew years. Effective April 15, IndiGo said
its flights arriving to and departing from T2
will operate to/from T1. IndiGo on Monday
said it has taken proactive measures to
ensure that customers are well-informed
about the change in terminals.

“The airline is reaching out to all passen-
gers and their respective travel agents
through SMS, calls, and emails to notify
them. IndiGo recommends retrieving PNR
on the airline’s website or mobile app to
check departure/arrival terminal before
heading to the airport,” it said in a statement.
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PMIlays foundationstoneofnew
terminal building of Hisar airport

The PM paid respectfulhomage to CuruJambheshwar, Maharaja Agrasen, and the sacred AgrohabDham

ST.HTEMEWSSEUE
C DICARH, 14 APRIL

n line with his commit-

ment to make air travel

safe, affordable, and

accessible to all, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday laid the foundation
stone of the new Terminal
Building of the Maharaja
Agrasen airport in Hisar,
Haryana, worth over Rs 410
crore.

Addressing the gathering,
he extended his greetings to
the people of Haryana,
acknowledging their strength,
sportsmanship, and broth-
erhood as the defining traits
ofthestate. He expressed his
gratitude to thelarge gathering
for their blessings during this
busy harvest season.

The Prime Minister paid
respectful homage to Guru
Jambheshwar, Maharaja
Agrasen, and the sacred Agro-
ha Dham. He shared his fond

memories of Haryana, par-
ticularly Hisar, recalling his
time working closely with
many colleagues when he
was entrusted with the respon-
sibility of the state by his
party.

“Todayisasignificant day
for the entire nation as it
marks the birth anniversary
of the architect of the Con-
stitution, Babasaheb Ambed-
kar,” said Modi, highlighting
that Babasaheb's life, struggles,
and message have been the
cornerstone of the govern-
ment's 11-year journey.

Underlining the launch
offlights connecting Haryana
to Ayodhya Dham, symbol-
ising the direct link between
thesacred land of Shri Krishna
and the city of Lord Ram, the
Prime Minister announced
that flights to other cities will
commence soon. He high-
lighted the foundation stone
laying of the new terminal
building at Hisar Airport,
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describing itas astep toward
elevating Haryana's aspirations
to new heights. He extended
his congratulations to the
people of Haryana for this
significant milestone.
Reiterating his promise
thateven those wearing slip-
pers would fly in airplanes, a
vision now being realised
across the country, Modi high-
lighted that in the past 10
years, millions of Indians have
experienced air travel for the
firsttime. He noted thatbefore

2014, India had 74 airports, a
numberachieved in 70 years,
while today the number of
airports has surpassed 150.
Heemphasised that nearly
90 aerodromes have been
connected under the UDAN
scheme, with over 600 routes
uperatlunal enabling afford-
able air travel for many. He
remnarked that this has led to
record-breaking numbers of
annual air travellers. He further
highlighted that various airlines

have placed record orders to

the tune of 2,000 new aircraft,
which will ereate numerous
jobs for pilots, air hostesses,
and other services.

He also pointed out that
the aircraft maintenance sector
will generate significant
employment opportunities.
“HisarAirport will elevate the
aspirations of Haryana's youth,
providing them with new
opportunities and dreams,”
he added.

“Our governmentis focus-
ing on connectivity while
ensuring welfare for the poor
and social justice, fulfilling
the vision of Babasaheb
Ambedkar and the aspirations
ofthe Constitution’s framers,”
emphasised the Prime Min-
ister. He criticised the Congress
party for its treatment of
Babasaheb Ambedkar, stating
that while he was alive, they
insulted him, orchestrated
his electoral defeats twice,
and conspired to exclude him
from the system
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T1 Opens Full Throttle At IGI, But

Fails To Carry Baggage Burden

Belt System Develops Snags Many Times, Mars Check-In Process At Terminal

Privangi Agarwal &
Saurabh Sinha | Tnn

New Delhi: Day one of Delhi Air-
port’s Terminal 1 (T1) becoming fully
operational after nearly a vear was
marred by chaos as the terminal’s
check-in baggage belt system develo-
ped snags multiple times on Tuesday.
The glitches slowed down the check-
In process, forcing airlines operating
from T1—primarily IndiGo, followed
by Akasa and SpiceJet—to handle
passengers’  check-in baggage
manually wherever possible. As a re-
sult, a significant number of pas-
sengers flew out of T1 without their
checked-in luggage. Airlines have
stated they are working to send the
left-behind bags over the next day or
two, depending on how quickly the is-
sue is resolved.

The situation worsened as Delhi
International Airport Ltd (DIAL)
shut down Terminal 2 (T2) at
midnight on Monday-Tuesday, just as
T1 became fully operational—witho-
ut waiting for the latter to overcome
the teething issues typically associa-
ted with any large-scale infrastructu-
re project.

“We did several things to overco-
me this day one challenge at T1 by al-
lowing passengers to carry more
than the usual cabin baggage limit
onboard, and by delaying flights—
with ATC permission—by 5-10 minu-
tes to allow as many bags to be manu-
ally loaded as possible,” airline offici-
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Airlines stated they were working to send the left-behind bags over the next day or two

-
- 11
] -
T n
! i o
- —_

als said. They clarified that the issue
with the baggage belt occurred at the
security check and the point where
bags are transferred to trolleys for lo-
ading onto aircraft.

“DIAL asked us to shift fully to T1
without the infrastructure being rea-
dy. Thisis surprising, as the terminal
has been ready for over a year now,
and the systems should have been
thoroughly tested by this time. T2
should have been closed only after all
systems at Tl—operating for the first
time at 100% capacity—had stabili-
sed,” airline officials added.

The first report of the technical
snag came on Tuesday morning. Del-

hiAirportacknowledged the issueon
Xat2.22pm, stating, “We experienced
a technical issue at baggage check-in
at T1 that slowed down the baggage
check-in for some time. Flight opera-
tions were not impacted due to this.
Our team, with stakeholders, worked
on it, and operations are normalised
now. Apologies for the brief inconve-
nience caused.”

However, the issue resurfaced in
the evening. At 5:42 pm, DIAL posted
on X again: “We are currently experi-
encing intermittent baggage check-
in system issues at T1. This has alrea-
dyv been escalated to the global OEM
(original equipment manufacturer)

for urgent resolution... working with
stakeholders toresolve on priority.”

An airport official confirmed that
themorning snag had not been fully re-
solved, leading to its recurrence in the
evening. “It has slowed down the pro-
cess, but there has been no impact on
flight operations,” the official claimed.

Airline officials also expressed
concernover the timingof the T2 clo-
sure, sayingitleft noroomtostabilise
T1 operations. “New projects are
known to have teething troubles. DI-
AL should have kept T2 open until T1
had gotten over them,” they said.

Meanwhile, airlines advised pas-
sengers about potential delays due to
the glitch. IndiGo informed, *Please
be advised that due to a temporary
baggage belt failure at Delhi Airport,
you may experience slightly longer
walit times during check-in and while
collecting vour baggage upon arri-
val. Our teams are working closely
with airport partners to resolve the
1ssue guickly and support customers
on the ground.” SpicedJet also said it
was workingwithairportauthorities
to address the problem.

The newly-expanded T1 was inau-
eurated on March 10 last year, but the
new section had not been made opera-
tional. In June, after a canopy collap-
se at T1 resulted in the death of a cab
driver, all operations from the termi-
nal were suspended. Partial opera-
tions from the revamped terminal re-
sumed in August, but full-scale opera-
tions only began on Tuesday.
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Daily flights to
Jaipur next from
Hindon terminal

Ghaziabad: Hindon civil ter-
minal's connectivity expan-
sion continues, with Air India
Express announcing a daily
flight to Jaipur from May 1.
This will be among three new
routes the airline will begin
services to that day, the other
two being Varanasiand Patna.

Since March, thecarrierhas
introduced flights on 12 routes
from the terminal, which oper-
ates next to the Hindon air base
and uses itsrunway.

ThedJaipurflightwill depart
daily from Hindon at 7.30am
and will reach the Chaudhary
Charan Singh International
Airport at 8.40 am. The return
flight will commence from Jai-
pur at 10.35 am and will reach
Hindon at11.45am.

The carrier has intro-
duced daily flights to metro ci-
ties Kolkata, Mumbai, Chen-
nai and Bengaluru from the
civil terminal. Al Express al-
so operates on the Goa and
Bhubaneswar routes.

In March, the -carrier
launched daily flights on the
Jammu route but suspended
the services after a few days
for “technical” reasons.

An Air India Express offi-
clal said the Hindon civil ter-
minal holds a lot of potential,
which the airline intends to
tap into. TaN
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Nigerian nat’l
held at airport
with z8cr drug

Mumbai: Customs officers
at Chhatrapati Shivaji Mah-
araj International Airport
in Mumbai arrested a Niger-
ian national and seized 785
grams of suspected cocaine
worth Re 7.85 crore in the il-
licit market, Officials said he
arrived from Addis Ababa
onApril 10 morning.

The passenger was
Nagged during spot profiling
due to signs of nervousness
and uneasiness, The cus-
toms officials sought court’s
permission for his medical
examination. After obtain-
ing the court’s approval, he
was admitted to.J.] Hospital,
where he underwent an X-
ray test that confirmed pres-
ence of foreign particles in
his body. He was admitted to
the hospital, where he
purged several yellow pellets
containing cocaine.
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Congresscleared
airport,thermal
plant: Deepender

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARF, APRIL 1}
Rohtak MP Deepender
Hooda today said that
whether it was the Hisar
Alrport, or the Yamunans-
gar thermal power plant,
these were all the contribu-
tions of the erstwhile Can-
gress government.

“The Union Cabinet had
approved the Hisar and
Karnal airports, along
with the Meham Interna-
tional Airport, in 2013,
The Hisar Airport was
supposed to be completed
in three years, butafter 11
years and multiple inou-
guruliuns at VArious
stages, the Pnme Minister
has onee again rushed to
inaugurate 1. Meamwhile,
the Karnal airport project
remains stuck,”

Asks why Karnal
arport project
still stuck

He pointed out that the
Hizar Airport still acked
night-lunding facilities,

"Furthermaore, a recent Rs
18 0-crore scam was exposed
in the congtruction of the
airport's  boundary  wall,
which was built without a
foundation, No investiga-
tion has been initiated.
This nol only compromises
airpart security but also
endangers the safety of
passengers, 88 animals on
the munway during takeaoff
or landing could cause
gerious acridents.”

He said the PM should
have announced the His-
ar Airporlt as a national
cargao airport, instead of
criticising the Congress
government.

He also added that onJuly
27, 2012, the then OM,
Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
and Civil Aviation Minister
Ajit Singh had decided o
upgrade the Hisar and
Karnal airstrips to domes-
tic airports. However, no
work had been done on
the Karnal airport in the
past 11 years and it
remained only on paper,

He expressed stromg dis-
approval over shifting the
Meham International Air-
port project, which was
approved during the Con-
gress  povernment, from
Harvana to Uttar Pradesh,
and guestionsd Modi's
silence on the matier.
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Aviation ministry for rampup
of aircraftleasing at GIFT City

Seeks FinMin help to nudge banks for developing plane leasing ecosystem

HARSH KUMAR
New Delhi, 15 April

To enable Indian banks and financial
institutions to develop an aircraft-
leasing ecosystem at GIFT City, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation has sought
support from the Ministry of Finance.

It has also raised concern over slow
progress in developing aircraft leasing
in India.

According to a senior government
official, the civil aviation ministry has
laid emphasis on Indian banks adopt-
ing globally aligned practices by
undertaking asset-backed aircraft
financing, supported by a stronger
security framework enabled through
the passage of the Cape Town
Convention Bill. (The Cape Town
Convention is a global treaty that
guarantees the rights of lessors to
repossess leased high-value equip-
ment such as aircraft, engines, and
helicopters in the case of a payment
default.).

“Additionally, the ministry has
proposed financial institutions estab-
lish aircraft leasing companies in
GIFT City through subsidiaries or
joint ventures, which would reduce
geopolitical risks and promote self-
reliance, especially in the light of glob-
al disruption like the Russia-Ukraine
conflict,” the official added.

Indian banks have largely limited
their exposure to balance sheets or
working-capital financing for airlines,
the official said, adding, this has led
to unpleasant experiences, dampen-
ing their risk appetite.

Banks often approach aircraft
financing like project financing,
demanding additional collateral and
offering little differentiation. This pos-
es a hurdle to the growth of aircraft
leasing at GIFT City.

“The absence of financial institu-
tion-sponsored leasing entities in
India limits the ability to structure
deals efficiently, retain value locally,
and foster a robust aviation-leasing
ecosystem. To address these gaps, reg-
ulatory interventions, financial incen-
tives, and dedicated credit lines from

GROWING CONCERN

M [ndian banks' risk aversion
ishampering aircraft leasing
growthin India

B Mo(Aseeksfinancial supportto
boost the leasing ecosystem

M |ndia's aviation market
offers $100 billion opportunityin
aircraftleasing

M Over70% of India's fleeton lease is
creating foreign exchange burden

local financial institutions are crucial,”
the official said.

Over 70 per cent of India’s aircraft
fleet is on operating lease, showing
dependence on foreign lessors to sup-
port airline capacity expansion.

“This leasing model has led to an
annual rental outflow exceeding $5
billion, representing a foreign-
exchange burden and highlighting the
need for developing a domestic air-
craft-leasing ecosystem,” the official
added.

The official further said the limited
availability of domestic capital, high-
lighting it as a key obstacle in advanc-
ingaircraft leasing operations at GIFT
City.

“Debt financing by Indian banks
is critical in bringing global lessors to
GIFT City. In contrast, regional hubs
like China and Japan have benefited
from strong support by their domestic

banks,” he added.

On October 16, 2020, the govern-
ment, on the recommendation of
International Financial Services
Centres Authority, had notified “air-
craft leasing”.

That includes giving the status of
“financial products” to operating and
financial leasing — and a combina-
tion of the two — of aircraft, helicop-
ters, and engines of aircraft or heli-
copters, or their any part.

This was under the International
Financial Services Centres Authority
Act, 2019.

In the Union Budget of July 2019,
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had said the time was
ripe for India to enter into aircraft
financing and leasing on its own soil.

India is the third-largest domestic
aviation market in the world. With an
order book exceeding 1,500 aircraft,
the country is preparing to scale up
its fleet capacity.

“This expansion represents more
than a $100 billion opportunity for
aircraft leasing, financing, mainte-
nance, and associated services, posi-
tioning India as a critical hub in the
global aviation value chain,” the offi-
cial said.

On April 2, 2025, the Rajya Sabha
passed the Protection of Interests in
Aircraft Objects Bill, 2025, which seeks
to implement international conven-
tions on the leasing of aviation equip-
ment.

Union Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu said the
new Bill would provide a boost to air-
craft leasing,.

“We are leasing many planes every
year. Ireland has a big leasing industry,
and Dubai and Singapore have taken
the lead in this industry. In Indian
skies, 840 planes are operating, and
86.4 per cent of those are in the leasing
model today. Airlines prefer the leas-
ing model, and they go to other coun-
tries and lease,” he said.

India’s fleet at the end of FY24 (837)
is at a similar level as China’s more
than two decades ago. China had 800
aircraft in 2000.
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Trump Fumes as Be Jrde
Suspension of Boeing Deliveries

ijiing

Orders

China reneged on deal, says US President: Xi govt asks airlines to also halt gear buys from US cos

US President Donald Trump said
Tuesday that China has gone back
on a major Boeing deal, after a
news report that Beijing ordered
airlines not to take further delive-
riesof the US aviation giant's jets.

Trump's comments on social me-
dia followed a Bloomberg news re-
port about the halt. The report al-
sosaid that Beljing requested Chi-
nese carriers to pause purchases
of aircraft-related equipment and
parts from US firms.

"Interestingly, they just reneged
on the big Boeing deal, saying that
they will 'not take possession’' of
fully committed to aircraft.” said
Trump in a Truth Social post, re-
ferring to China as trade tensions
flared between the world's two big-
gesteconomies.

Earlier,anewsreportciting peo-
ple familiar with the matter, said
that China had ordered its airli-
nesnot to take any further delive-
ries of Boeing jets in response to
the US decision to impose 145%
tariffs on Chinese goods.

Shares of Boeing—which looks
at China as one of its biggest
growth markets and where rival
Airbus holds a dominant posi-
tion—were down 2% in early tra-
ding. The global aerospace in-
dustry is in the middle of a full-
blown tariff war, with planema-
kers,airlinesand suppliersrevie-
wing contracts worth billions of
dollars, after US supplier How-
met Aerospace ignited an debate
over who should bear the cost of
the tarifts.

China's top three airlines—Air
China, China Eastern Airlines
and China Southern Airlines-
—had planned to take delivery of
45,53 and 81 Boeing planes, respec-

tively, between 2025 and 2027.
Beijing has also asked that Chi-

nese carriers halt purchases of

aircraft-related equipment and aircraft-related components is ex-

Trump Presses China to Make Tariff Offer

Donald Trump called on China toreach outto himin

® order to Kick off negotiations aimed at resolving the
escalating trade fight between the two economies.
“The ball is in China's court. China needs to make adeal
with us. We don't have to make a deal with them,” White House
Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt said Tuesday, reading what she
said was a statement Trump dictated. "There's nodifference
between China and any other country except they are much
larger, and China wants what we have, what every country wants,
what we have — the American consumer — or to put another way,
they need our money,” the statement continued. The comments
are a fresh sign the US and China continue todigin their heels,
indicating there isno end in sight to the fight.—Bloomberg

ombergreport said.

parts from US companies, the Blo-

China's move to halt purchases of

pected toraise maintenance costs
for the jets flying in the country.
The Chinese government is also
considering ways to provide assi-
stance to airlines that lease Boe-
ing jets and are facing higher
costs, Bloomberg News reported.

[t was China thatfirst grounded
Boeing's 737 MAX jets after two
fatal crashes in 2018 and 2019 kil-
led nearly 350 people. China had
also suspended most orders and
deliveries of the jet in 2019.

Boeing did not immediately re-
spond to a Reuters request for
comment.

The halt in deliveries to China
marks yet another setback for
the planemaker, which is naviga-
ting a slow recovery following a

challenging yvear marked by a la-
bor strike, enhanced regulatory
scrutiny and persistent supply
chaindisruptions. Agencies
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IndiGo shifts over 125
daily flights to Delhi
airport T1 from T2

INDIGO ON TUESDAY shifted
rmore than 125 daily fights to
Terminal 1 from Terminal 2, taking
the total number of departures
fromT1 to more than 200 per day
T2 has been shut temporariy for
mantenance works.



;AH?PLH{ISAHJIFl PPT?{JFiNLHA.

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS DELHI 16 APRIL 2025

Premiji Invest, Ranjan Pai family office get CCl nod to buy stakes in Akasa Air

THECOMPETITION COMMIS  Pai'sfamilyoffice and 360 ONE “Theproposed combination  and 3 60 Fund, acting through FIOF is a Sebi-registered AIF
SION CCl)on Tuesdayapproved  Asset to acquire stakes in nvolvestheacquisiionofacer-  its investment manager, 360  ownedand controlled by Premiji
proposals of Premji Invest, domesticcarderAkasadirspar- tainsharcholdingin AkasaAirhy  ONEAltematesAsset Manage-  Imeest, while Claypond isanam
Manipal Group chief Kanjan  entcompany SNV Aviation. PIOF, Pl executives, Claypond,  ment,"CCl said inarelease. of the Fai family group.
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Spicejet flight
delayedby 7

i

Spicgjet’s flight 5G344. which
was scheduled to depart from
Mumbal sirport’s termiml 1
to Srinagar an Monday Tam,
was delayed by more thin
seven hours, leming the pas-
senpers cxmpenated There
was 4 heated argument
berween the travellers and
the sirline’s ground st The
videos of the altercation are
doing rounds on  socal
media. However, the carrier
did not specify the reason
behind the disnuption
The {asue had a cascoding
effect on the returm flight,
whose sehedule was hil 1oo
The passengers had com-
pleted the security checking
and satin the plane when the
alrfine amnoupced the deby
and ssked them to deboard.
After walting lor several
hours withaur updase, the
livid pasengers confronted
the Spicejets ground staff,
Teading w o verbal spat, Inthe
viml videns, the travellers can
be scen questioning the offi-
lals about the reason behind
the detay. Some coold olso be
heand comphining that the
Night's air cond tioning sys-
tern was shin all the while
Afier the muelkus, the flight
finally depirted at 205pm
and landed In Srinagar al
sispm. The renen flight
SGMAE which was supposed
1 depant &t 835sm [rom
Srinagar, also faced a deloy of
more than eight hours and
left the alrport o Gi5pm
reaching Mumbal at 30pm
The Sundoy wip of SGE44 was
also delaved by 15 mimes.
Taking to X, & passsnger,
Astika Kudali. complained,
“They (airfing are offering a
pariial refund whereas pur-
chasing a ficket on the spot
costs double™
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{ U.S.-CHINA TRADE WAR } TRUMP SAYS CHINA ‘RENEGED’ ON THE DEAL

China asks its airlines not
to take Boeing deliveries

Agence France-Presse
letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: US President
Donald Trump said on Tuesday
that China has gone back on a
major Boeing deal, after anews
report that Beijing ordered air-
lines not to take further deliver-
ies of the US aviation giant's
jets. Trump’s comments on
social media followed a Bloom-
berg news report about the halt.
The report also said that Beijing
requested Chinese carriers to
pause purchases of aircraft-re-
lated equipment and parts from
US firms.

“Interestingly, they just
reneged on the big Boeing deal,
saying that they will ‘not take
possession” of fully committed
to aircraft,” said Trump in a
Truth Social post, referring to
China as trade tensions flared
between the world's two biggest
economies.

But he did not provide fur-
ther details on the Boeing pact
he was referring to.

Although Trump has slapped
new tariffs on friend and foe
since returning to the presi-
dency this year, he reserved his
heaviest blows for China —
imposing additional 145% levies
on many Chinese imports.

Trump took aim at Beijing
again on Tuesday, saying on
Truth Social that China did not
fully fulfil an earlier trade deal.
He appeared to be referencing a
pact that marked a truce in both
sides’ escalating tariffs war dur-
ing his first term.

The US president said China
bought only “a portion of what
they agreed to buy”, charging
that Beijing had “zero respect”

An Air China Boeing plane prepares to land at Beijing airport. A

AIR CHINA, CHINA
EASTERN AIRLINES,
CHINA SOUTHERN
AIRLINES HAD
PLANNED TO TAKE
DELIVERY OF 45, 53
AND 81 BOEING
JETS RESPECTIVELY
FROM 2025-27.

for his predecessor Joe Biden's
administration.

Trump also vowed to protect
US farmers in the same post,
noting that farmers were often
“put on the Front Line with our
adversaries, such as China”,
when there were trade tussles.

Since the start of the year,
Trump has imposed steep
duties on imports from China,
alongside a 10% “baseline” tariff

on many US trading partners.

His administration recently
widened exemptions for these
tariffs, excluding certain tech
products like smartphones and
laptops from the global 10% tar-
iff and latest 125% levy on China.

But many Chinese imports
still face the total 145% addi-
tional tariff, or at least an earlier
20% levy that Trump rolled out
over China's alleged role in the
fentanyl supply chain.

In response, Beijing has
introduced counter tariffs tar-
geting US agricultural goods —
and later retaliated with a
sweeping 125% levy of its own
on imported American prod-
ucts. China’s Foreign Ministry
did not immediately respond to
AFP queries on the aircraft
deliveries, and Boeing has
declined to comment on the
Bloomberg report.
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India, China mull revival of direct flights

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta: The civil aviation
ministries of Indla and China
have held an intlal round of
iscussions regarding the -
sumption of direct alr services
between the two natlons, news
Agency Rewbers reportad.
Though no specific dates
have been set for the restart,
sOurces aware of the develop-
ments on resumptlon of direct
flights satd they were hopeful in
view of the thawing of relation-
ship between the countries,
Thetwonelghbours agreed
in January — during the visit
of Indlan forelgn secretary
Vikram Misrl — to work on
resolving trade and econom-
ic diffsrences, In a move ex-
pected to boost thelr aviation

sectors, particularly China's,
which has lagged other coun-
tries’ In rebounding from the
Cowid pandemic,

“The civll aviation min-
1stry and our counterpart In
China have had one round of
mesatings,” civil aviation sec-
retary Vumlunmang Voalnam
sald at & conference organisoed
by the Indlan Chamber of
Commerce in New Delht.

There were still some 1s-
sues toresolve, he added, with-
ont going into the details.

The fact that things are
moving n a posiive direction
became clear last month when
Chinese Consul-General in
Calcutta, Xu Wel, sald that the
WO countries are in constant
talks to resume direct flights.
He also recallad the pre-Covid
days when alrlines from both

The Shanghai skyline

sldes operated filghts — about
50 a week — between many
destinatlons such as Belling,
Kunming, Shanghail and
Guangzhon from Delhi, Mum-
bat arwd Calcutta,

There has been no direct
air conmectivity between India
and China since early 2020
followlng the outbreak of the

Covid-10 pandemic. The situa-
ton deteriorated after milltary
clashes eruptsd between the
two nelghbours In the Galwan
Valley of the Ladakh regdon.

India Imposed restrictions
on Chinese companies nvest-
ing in the couniry, banned
hundreds of popular apps
and Ccut DAssenger rowutes, al-
though direct cargo flights
continued.

Relatlons have lmproved
0 s0me extent since an agree-
ment in October to ease a mili-
tary standoff on the mountain-
ous border, the same month
that President X1 Jinping and
Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Mod! held talks In Russla.

*“Tt's high time for the filght
connections to resume... A
resumption of direct air con-
nectlvity between the two

economic powerhouses will be
a4 win-win for both the coun-
tries,” Ishanl Naskar, profes-
sor of International relations
and a China expert, told The
Telegraph.

Amid the growing tension
between the US and China
over tartffs, Belfing — which Is
Keen on Indian markets — has
been trving to send positive
signals to New Dalhi for some
time,

The Chinese Ambassador
to India, Xu Fethong, recently
said that over 85,000 visas have
Deen 1ssued to Indlan citizens
Hil April 4, 2025, following lat-
est visa relaxations.

“Wa welcome more Indlan
friends to visit China, expe-
rlence an open, safe, vibrant,
sincere and friendly China.”
sald Felhongin a post on X
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Indian carriers may gain from
China’s action against Boeing

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Indian carriers,
whichare grappling with air-
craft acquisition, amid glo-
bal supply chain limitations,
may benefit from China’s in-
struction to its airlines to re-
frain from procuring Boeing
aircraft in response to US
President Donald Trump’s
145% tariffs. Chinese carri-
ersare presently awaiting de-
livery of approximately 100
B737 MAX — the aircraft Air
India Express and Akasa are
queued for —and 11 B787 Dre-
amliners, which features in
Al'sorderbook.

“We anticipate some of
these aircraft, originally des-
tined for Chinese carriers,
will be redirected to Indian
customers. The previous ye-
ar or two witnessed a
similar occurrence, with
white tails(aircraft manufac-
tured for specific customers
butacquired by others) being
allocated to Al Express and
Akasa,” said airline industry
specialists.

China has told its airlines not
to procure Boeing aircraft in
response to US tariffs

Al Express acquired 25
white tail MAX last year and
was scheduled to receive 25
additional aircraft. Follo-
wing the recent US-China ta-
riff dispute, theairline might
secure additional white tails
or purpose-built aircratft.
“The Seattle final assembly
line capacity designated for
Chinese carriers’ MAX pro-
duction will now remain
unutilised. Consequently, In-
dian carriers including Al
Express and Akasa might re-
celve additional aircraft, eit-
her specifically manufactu-
red or white tails,” industry

sources said.

Regarding Airbus, it ma-
intains two final assembly li-
nes for the prominent single-
aisle A320 family. China may
now request Airbus to incre-
ase aircraft availability for
its carriers.

Boeing's delayed aircraft
deliveries have significantly
Impacted India’s newest car-
rier Akasa, as it currently
employs substantially more
pilots than its present or anti-
cipated near-term require-
ments, causing dissatisfac-
tion among idle cockpit crew.
Both Tata group Al Express
and Akasa possess sufficient
financial capability to ac-
commodate additional air-
craft, if available at present.
These budget airlines incor-
porated white tails featuring
several rows of 2x2 business
seating arrangements front-
ward, as specified by the ori-
ginal customer. They accep-
ted available aircraft from
Boeing, whose MAX produc-
tion has been considerably
affected following successive
unfavourable developments.
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