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International status for Madurai airport will

boost tourism, exports, says Union Minister

Formally according the status to Madurai airport, Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu says the move will also help create more jobs

and greatly aid hospitality, MSME, and agricultural sectors in the district; he also inaugurates new air traffic control tower set up at cost of Y94 crore

The Hindu Bureau
MADURAL/THOOTHUKUDI

nion Civil Aviation
U Minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu

on Saturday formally de-
clared the Madurai airport
an international airport
and said India had cata-
pulted itself into becoming
one of the strongest finan-
cial countries because of
the development of new
airports by the Ministry of
Civil Aviation in the last 12
years.

Speaking at the event,
he said the three-decade-
old rightful demand of the
people of Madurai was ful-
filled on March 10, when
the Union Cabinet Com-
mittee, headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
gave the permission to ac-
cord Madurai airport the
status of an international
airport.

Besides travel, airports
were true economy-boost-
ing growth centres, Mr.

Tagore and Su. Venkatesan, and MLA VV. Rajan Chellappa at the Madurai airport on Saturday. G. MOORTHY

Rammohan said. “The
Madurai airport will help
tourists and pilgrims from
various countries visit the
city and its iconic Mee-
nakshi Sundareswarar
temple. Besides, the fa-
mous Madurai malli (jas-
mine) can be exported to
different parts of the
world. This will create
more jobs. Similarly, hospi-

tality, MSME, and agricul-
tural sectors will get a big
boost,” he added.

Mr. Rammohan asserted
that every rupee spent on
the development of an air-
port would result in mani-
fold economic
development.

The Madurai airport,
which handled 6.7 lakh
passengers 12 years ago,

now handled 14 lakh pas-
sengers.

This growth was possi-
ble because the aviation
sector had become more
inclusive. While only the
elite and upper classes
were able to travel in flights
in 2015, even the common
man can opt for air travel
today, he added. The num-
ber of airports in the coun-

try has increased from 74
in 2014 to 166 now.

Mr. Rammohan said the
Centre had taken up the
construction of a new ter-
minal building at the Chen-
nai airport at a cost of
32,500 crore, and a new
terminal building had been
opened at the Thoothuku-
di airport recently. He also
inaugurated a new air traf-
fic control tower construct-
ed at a cost 0f T94 crore on
the occasion in the pre-
sence of Union Minister of
State for Information and
Broadcasting L. Murugan.

MPs B. Manickam Ta-
gore (Virudhunagar) and
Su. Venkatesan (Madurai),
Thirupparankundram
MLA V.V. Rajan Chellappa,
and Chairman of the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI) Vipin Kumar were
among those present.

Thoothukudi airport
At another event in

Thoothukudi, Mr. Rammo-
han formally renamed the

Tuticorin  airport  as
Thoothukudi airport.
Speaking at the event held
on the airport premises, he
said: “We are moving away
from the colonial mindset
and re-establishing Tamil
pride and heritage, and
giving the language the res-
pect it deserves by renam-
ing this airport.”

He said considering the
long-standing demand of
the people of Thoothuku-
di, the runway at the new
terminal had been extend-
ed to 3 km, enabling the
landing of larger aircraft.
Mr. Rammohan said pas-
senger traffic at Thoothu-
kudi airport had grown sig-
nificantly — from around
80,000 passengers annual-
ly in 2014 to about 2 lakh
currently.

He added that Thoothu-
kudi was expected to
emerge an important in-
vestment hub in the future
due to its port, power sec-
tor, industrial growth, and
tourism potential.
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New high: The international airport status will facilitate the operation of flights from Madurai to international destinations, especially West Asian countries, Singapore, and Malaysia, which have a large diaspora from southern Tamil Nadu. G. MOORTHY

Gateway to the world, from Madurai

In the light of the Union government granting international airport status to the Madurai airport, S. Sundar traces the long history of such a demand and

highlights what the new status will mean for the ever-growing tourism, connectivity, and industrial needs of districts in southern Tamil Nadu

fter it was declared a customs airport
in 2010, the Madurai airport has final-
ly become an international terminal.

tional X-ray machines are being installed for bag-

gage scanning.
Meanwhile, the AAI has expedited its earlier

Tamil Nadu bets big on three

The Union Cabinet Committee, head- | \We are proposal to have an additional terminal building. o o "
ed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approved planning “We are planning a 10,000-square metre addi- alr Ort S tO drlve 1tS OW‘th
the proposal on March 10. The decision will facil- 110.000- tional terminal building, which will be used ex- p gI‘
itate the operation of flights to international des- ' clusively for international passengers,” the Air-
tinations, especially to West Asian countries, Sin- Suare port Director said. Acquisition of over 500 acres
gapore, and Malaysia, which host a significant | mMetre of land for runway extension is at an advanced | Sunitha Sekar private players have reportedly evinced interest
diaspora from southern Tamil Nadu. additional stage. in the project. The government also needs to
terminal “The demand for international status for the s Tamil Nadu looks to become a one step up efforts to link Parandur to the core areas

British-era airstrip building, Madurai airport was raised even when I was a A trillion-dollar economy by 2030-31, akey | ofthe city with a mass rapid transit system.
One of the oldest airports of Tamil Nadu, Madu- | which will Member of Parliament [Rajya Sabha in 1992-98],” marker and force multiplier to propel
rai has for long been the gateway to the southern be ke said V.V. Rajan Chellappa, AIADMK MLA of the | the State forward would be world-class airports Hosur
districts till the Thoothukudi airport was inaugu- v Tirupparankundram constituency, where the | and diversified growth in aviation. To align with The Hosur airport could be a game changer for
rated in 1992. The airstrip in Madurai that be- "?XC!LEWEIY airport is located. its goal of distributed development, the State has = the State betting big on its manufacturing
came operational in 1942 was used to fly new- for inter- The major reason Madurai could not attract | set its sights on developing three key airports — capabilities. Owing to its proximity to
spapers from Chennai to Madurai. It became a national flight services to other international destina- | Parandur (near Chennai), Hosur, and Bengaluru, a section of Bengaluru residents and
civil airport in 1952 and started commercial oper- | passengers tions, including Kuala Lumpur, was the lack of bi- | Rameswaram. These promising projects could businesses could significantly benefit from the
ations in 1957. P. MUTHU lateral air service agreement (BASA) with other | put Tamil Nadu back among the top three spots airport at Hosur, a manufacturing and electronic

With a small terminal building, the Madurai | KuMAR countries. in the country’s aviation map, experts say. hub. But the wait for Hosur will be longer and
airport was handling only domestic services to | AirportDirector Senior industrialist S. Rethinavelu, who has Till the end of the 1990s, Madras was the the process of securing approval is unlikely to be

destinations, including New Delhi, Mumbai, and
Chennai. The inauguration of the spacious inte-
grated terminal in September 2010 renewed the
demand for international flights. However, the
airport was then accorded the status of customs-
notified airport.

That status equipped the airport with modern
facilities, such as the 17,560-square metre inte-
grated terminal comprising 36 check-in counters
and aero-bridges.

The first international flight landed in Madurai
in September 2012. Colombo became the first in-
ternational destination to be connected with
Madurai with SpiceJet launching its services.
Soon, Mihin Lanka offered a service between
Madurai and Colombo. The next year, Madurai
got a direct flight to Dubai.

Only two international flights were in opera-
tion for long. Then came Air India Express with
the first direct flight to Singapore in September
2017. To start with, the service operated four days
a week and became a daily service by March
2018, thanks to the demand. Abu Dhabi became
the fourth international destination linked to
Madurai in 2025.

Late-night flights

The Airports Authority of India (AAI) made the
Madurai Airport operational 24x7 from October
1, 2024. However, there were not many takers for
the late-night and early morning flights.

However, passenger patronage had been on
the rise and the airport handled 1.39 million pas-
sengers, including 0.23 million international pas-
sengers, in 2024-25. This forced the AAI to take
up a slew of reconfiguration projects at the termi-
nal to increase its passenger-handling capacity.

The immigration counters were shifted to the
first floor and the additional space on the ground
floor was used to increase the number of check-
in counters from 16 to 28, Madurai Airport Direc-
tor P. Muthu Kumar said.

Now, 16 immigration counters are available for
international passengers. Flights to three interna-
tional destinations — Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and Co-
lombo — are in operation after Air India Express
withdrew its popular Singapore service. Addi-

been spearheading the demand on behalf of
trade and industry representatives, said it had
not been fulfilled all these years on flimsy
grounds. “Some political leaders had the thought
that the development of the Madurai airport
would be detrimental to the growth of the Tiru-
chi international airport,” he added.

When a policy to protect Indian airlines came
up for discussion, the demand was made for in-
cluding the Madurai airport in the BASA for cer-
tain destinations. “Then, the Central govern-
ment was under the impression that if foreign
airlines were to land in Madurai, they would grab
all business opportunities of the Indian airlines,”
he added.

‘Election stunt’

Virudhunagar MP B. Manickam Tagore, who is al-
so the chairperson of the Madurai Airport Advi-
sory Committee, has described the Centre’s deci-
sion as an “election stunt”. “Only the name
board of the airport has changed. But other for-
malities to get air connectivity to desired interna-
tional destinations have not been processed,” he
said.

Madurai MP Su. Venkatesan thanked Union Ci-
vil Aviation Minister K. Rammohan Naidu for ad-
dressing, at last, the long-standing demand of the
southern districts.

“We have been making this demand for long.
Owing to the Centre’s stubborn stand denying
the BASA for the Madurai airport, airlines such as
Air Arabia and Fly Dubai, which showed keen in-
terest in operating international services to Mad-
urai, could not do so,” he said.

He pointed out that the Centre had granted
three international airports to Uttar Pradesh in
just 10 months. “Madurai sees better patronage
from international passengers than the three air-
ports in Uttar Pradesh,” he said.

The trade bodies had also urged the govern-
ment to include Madurai as a point of call (PoC)
in the list of 18 tourist destinations across India
for designated ASEAN carriers under the ASEAN
Open Sky Policy. “But the Minister had then re-
jected the demand, claiming it was a one-time
policy decision,” Mr. Tagore said. Meanwhile, the

air-connectivity hub of South India. It started
losing its sheen by the beginning of the
millennium. While the other metro airports
were poised for privatisation for efficient
operation, expansion of connectivity, and
addition of passengers, Chennai’s second airport
planned at Sriperumbudur was put on the back
burner. In the last four years, the State govern-
ment has finally caught up.

While the Parandur airport would be to Chen-
nai what Kempegowda International Airport is to
Bengaluru, the Hosur project would not only
further bolster the industrial growth in the region
but would also attract traffic from Bengaluru. The
Rameswaram airport is expected to improve tou-
rism prospects and push regional development.

Parandur

The State government is pinning its hopes on
this ambitious project which could drastically
change the flying experience from Chennai.
Announced in 2022, it has so far received site
clearance and in-principle approval. The
government is gearing up to complete land
acquisition. The ¥27,400-crore project, to be
implemented in four phases, will augment
capacity and allow the airport to handle 100
million passengers annually.

While 5,746 acres has been earmarked for this
project, 1,700 acres has been acquired so far. A
tender for choosing the concessionaire will be
floated, sources say. Some of the top airport

easy.

Under the Bangalore International Airport
Limited’s concession agreement with the
Ministry of Civil Aviation, no new airport for
commercial flight operations can commence
within a 150-km radius till 2033, and it stands as
the biggest stumbling block. But, recently, the
Centre has said it will revisit the current policy
that prevents the operation of two airports
within a 150-km radius.

Though the State government was rather
quick to finalise the site for the Hosur airport in
Shoolagiri taluk (between Berigai and Bagalur)
and sought approval from the Ministry of
Defence, the request for airspace was declined
twice. Sources said the State government
intends to pursue this application.

Rameswaram

The Rameswaram airport project is in the
nascent stage. Though envisioned as a small
airport with a capacity to handle Code C
aircraft, when the airport gets ready in the next
5-7 years, it could strengthen the tourism
potential in the region dotted with iconic and
ancient temples. After finishing the
pre-feasibility study of two sites — near Uchipulli
and Keelakarai, the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) has suggested the latter. The State
government will choose a site in the next few
months and nearly 600 acres will have to be
acquired for the airport.

Khajuraho airport was made a PoC under this
scheme, though it was a domestic airport without
any international services, Mr. Venkatesan
added.

However, Mr. Rammohan Naidu, who un-
veiled the Madurai International Airport name
boards in the city on Saturday, said the Centre
would help in bringing international connectivity
to Madurai, as it had made the airport operation-
al 24x7 and granted it the international airport
status.

Mr. Rethinavelu said that bringing the Madurai
airport under the ASEAN Open Sky Policy would

open the floodgates for the airport to operate
flights to 10 countries — Singapore, Malaysia,
Thailand, Brunei, Vietnam, the Philippines, In-
donesia, Myanmar, Cambodia, and Laos. It will
boost tourism and pilgrimage activity at Kodaika-
nal, Courtallam, Rameswaram, Kanniyakumari,
and Karaikudi.

“Madurai, a hub of hospitals providing quality
treatment at an affordable cost, will become an
attractive destination for medical tourism,” he
added. Besides, it would facilitate further deve-
lopment of the Madurai-Thoothukudi Industrial

. Corridor.
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DJ held for bomb remark at KIA

NT Correspondent

BENGALURU

A disc jockey has been held
for allegedly making a re-
mark referring to a bomb
during an argument with
alrline staff at Kempegowda
International Airport here
after he was denied entry for
arriving late at the boarding
gate, police said on Saturday

The accused, Rajatesh Bera
(40), a native of North 24 Par-
ganas district in West Ben-
gal, was scheduled to travel
from Bengaluru to Raipur on

an Indigo flight on March 11,
they said.

According to police, Bera,
who works as a disc jockey in
Bengaluru, went to Gate No
16 at Terminal 1 but was de-
nied entry by gate staff as he
had arrived after the board-
ing time.

Following this, an argu-
ment broke out during which
he allegedly remarked that
the flight would stop if there
was a bomb inside the air-
craft. a senior police officer
said.

The mention of the word

"bomb”

triggered security
concerns, and he was de-
tained and handed over to
the police.

A bomb threat assessment
commiree was subsequently
formed as per protocol to as-
sess the seriousness of the re-

mark, he said. "Based on the
complaint filed by the airline
staff, a case was registered
against him under sections
125 (act endangering life or
personal safety of others)
and 353 (statements conduc-
ing to public mischief) of the
Bharatiya Nyava Sanhita,” he
added.

During questioning, Bera
told police that he was trying
to board the flight urgently
as his father was unwell. He
was later released on bail,
and further investigation is
underway, police said.
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Madurai airport granted global gateway status

HD Bureau
CHENMAI
——
Madurai airport has been
officially notified as an int-
ernational airport, a move
expected to transform co-
nnectivity and economic
prospects across southern
Tamil Nadu after years of
advocacy by regional lea-
ders. businesses and tourism
stakeholders

The Ministry of Civil Av-
iation issued the notification
on Saturday, formalising a
decision approved by the
Union Cabinet on March 10

to elevate the airport’s status,

The announcement fulfils a
long-standing demand rai-

sed by the state government,

local trade bodies and rep-
resentatives of districts ac-
ross the southern belt who
argued that international
recognition was essential for
the region’s growth.
Madurai airport, located
in one of Tamil Nadu's oldest
urban centres and a pro-
minent pilgrimage desti-
nation, serves as a key avi-
ation gateway to districts

including Madurai, Dindigul,

Theni, Sivaganga, Rama-
nathapuram, Virndhunagar
and parts of Tirunelveli,

Authorities believe inter-
national status will enable
more overseas flights, str-
engthen tourism flows and
facilitate greater trade links
with markets in West Asia,
Southeast Asia and beyond.
The Union Cabinet’s ap-
proval earlier in the week
cleared the way for the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
and the Airports Authority
of India to implement the
formal notification and begin
operational arrangements
associated with international
airports, including imm-
igration and customs infr-
astructure. The move also

allows authorities to pursue
expanded bilateral aviation
agreements and additional

flight slots for international
carriers,
Officialsin the aviation

sector describe the step as
significant for a city known
globally for its cultural and
religious heritage, parti-
cularly the Meenakshi
Amman Temple, which att-
racts pilgrims from across
the world.
Improved international co-
nnectivity is expected o
make travel easier for de-
votees and tourists visiting
the temple city and surr-
ounding destinations,
Maduraiairport has his-
torically played an impo-
rtant role in regional con-
nectivity. Established during
the Second World War as an

airfield used by the Royal Air
Force, the facility evolved
into a civilian airport in the
early years after indep-
endence.
Passenger services resumed
in the 1950s and the airport
gradually expanded to ha-
ndle larger aircraft and gr-
owing domestic traffic

Over the past two decades,
the airport underwent se-
veral upgrades including the
construction of a new pas-
senger terminal and mo-
dernised infrastructure to
asccommodate increased
passenger numbers, A cu-
stoms facility introduced in

2011 allowed limited inte-
rnational operations, ena-
bling select overseas flights
such as services to Colomba.
Yet aviation stakeholders
argued that the absence of
formal international airport
designation limited the ab-
{lity to attract sustained in-
ternational routes

Passenger traffic has also st-
eadily increased. Data from av-
iation authorities show the airport
handled more than 1.3 million
passengers in the financial year
ending March 2025, placing it
among the busier airports in the
state after Chennai, Coimbatore
and Tiruchirappalli.
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Airfares to US, Europe up after
capacity cut on West Asia crisis

SHARP SPIKE. Limited flights push ticket costs as Gulf-based carriers suspend ops

|
T E Raja Simhan
Chasiia

Alrfares from major Indian
civies vo Europe and the U3
have surged sharply fiollow-
ing the West Asia crisls as
Gulf-based carriers have
suspended operations, for-
clng passengers to rely on
European, South-East
Askan and other interma-
tonal alrdines,

Economy fares have
more than doubled and, in
SOME gectorg, even tripled.
Tickers thar earlier enst
arpusd 275 000-286,000
for connecting flights to
the US are now priced
berween  £1.5 lakh and
245 lakh, nding on
the airline and the roate,
“The fare thar used wo be a
round-Trip ia now one way,”
travel agents said.

TICKET SPFIKE

P Venkateshwaran had
bospleed a ticker vo Londona
month ago with Kuwait Alr-
lines: for nearly T30,000.
However, after the flight
wiscancelled, be head o pay
t135 lakh o { on
Exhi Alrlines via Ad-
dig Ababa. “There ig very
limited cholce avallable,
and most fights ane operat-
ing at full capacity,” he said.

COSTLY DETOUR. Snmz passengers are cancelling earfier
bookdngs over safety concermns and rebooldng on alternative
routes at higher Faress e oiss s s

Travel agents sakd eco-
nomy class fares  from
Bengalury and Chennal
had risen two to three
tmes their earlier levels
acrogs  several  interna-
tional carriers as flight ca-
paciry hed shrenk.

According o Devaki
y arajan,  M: i
]?l:r:_ftgnr !Jf the {:mﬁ
based Awocer Towrs B
Travel Pwt Lud, fares on the
Eengaluru-San  Frandsco
route via Shn £-
ated by bhmapnmwmﬁ.mnﬁfea
have risen from E7E 537 o
151469,

On the Bengaluru-Hong
Kong-Los les  roure
operated by Cathay Pacific,
fares have surged from
E80,961 to £2.45 lakh. Sim-
ilarly, on the Eengaluru-
Frankfurt-New York roume

operated by Luofthansa,
fares have climbed from
TROYE2 0 E2321akh

A similar trend is also
seen for departures from
Chennai,

The Chenrel-Singa-
pore-San Francisco route
on Singapore Alrlines has
seen  fares  rise  from
EB0.717 o €£1.58 lakh. On
the Chennal-Hong Kong-
Los Angeles route operared
by Cothay Pacific, fares
have increased  from
EBs M6 o T2.44 lakh, she
sald.

Fares on the Chennal-
Franlkfurt-New York route
‘_FL ed by Lufilanea have

mbed from £75,356 10
£224 lakh. The Chennal-
London direct fli r-
ared by Brirish Aiﬁnu}?m
also seen a sharp increase,

with economy fires jump-
from £43 420 m 235
lakh, she added.

ROUTE DISRUPTIONS
Connectivity through
Astan hubs remains lim-
ired.  Adrlines soch as
Carhay Pacific, Si
Alrlines and Malavsia Ale-
limes affer fewer inrerma-
tional connections from
their hubs, mainly 10 des-
timarions such ag Australia
and Los Angeles.

‘Thal Alrways connects to
the U5 but does ot aper-
are services to the UK or
Europe on those routes,
she said.

Anjani Kumar Disnuka,
Director of Kolksra-based
Afrcom Travels Pvt Lid,
said it had become difficul
0 Seviire Seans T Europe or
the US.

“Passengers are ready (o
pary €5 Lakh or ta lakh for a
ome-way teket, but gerting
a seat on a4 fight that can
safely reach the destination
iz almost impossible,” he
sald

Apart from airline can-
collarlons, somse  passen-
gers who had booked
earlier are choosing to can-
el due o safery concerng
and rebook throogh altern-
ative routes af significanthy
highser cogrs, he sald.
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Dubai caps flights, Indian carriers cancel services

.llutd‘l Phadnis
b i

Dubal airpors on Saturdsy
asked overseas airlines
limit thelr service to one
dally for ar least a week in

lime with airspace
restrictions.
Both Alr India and IndiGo

curtalled their Dubal flights
on Sunday, Alr India Express
also cancelled s ts o
Abu Dhabi, Has Al muih
and Sharjah on Sunday “fol-
1u'.=.un.:5 instructions from the
UAE aurharities"”,
Indian aidines have been
ing ad hoc A o
UAE, enabling locals and
stranded rraveilers to return
home.

On Sarurday, the Dubal
alrport informed carriers on
the daily cap on flight move-
MEnEs.

“The situation continues

GROUNDED. Air india Express cancelled flights to Abu Dhabi,

Rax Al Khaimah and Sharjah on Sunday s

i retmaln dynambe. We have
restarted operations with re-
duced airspace capacity; this
now hag 3 daily cap on move-
ments thar can be facilic-
ated,” the sirportwrote.
“Based onthe daily
are now having o @
thee limiit of no more than one
rotation per day for carders.
This needs o be mplemen-
ted for at least the nex seven

and could be extended
further,” it added.

The alrport sald given the
evolving narture of the gim-
arion, it is unlikely o have
full visibility on the phaging
af ity over the comin
Savandwode :

B30 INDIANS RETURN
Meanwhile, the Indian Em-
bassy in Dohs sald that B30

Indisns travelled w Delhi
and Mombal on Qatar Alr-
wavs fly on Sa'[unﬁ} The
alrline gl.l;s also n.g
flights 1o Dedhl, Murnbed an

Hochi on Monday.

The embassy also fssued
an advisory for lndians who
wish 1o rravel via Saudi Ars-
bta and s also ar
three helplines maigj"; £
sengers, “The om of trav-
elllrslg our of S—iammr o Sandi
Arabia ls also available. In-
dian carriers have also in-
creased their flights from
Saud] Arabia o India” the
embassy sakd.

On Sunday, India’s ambas-
sador o Kuwair Paramirs
Tripathi heid a virmual intes-
action with representatives
of Indian air carriers to re-
view the current operstions
inthe reglon and support In-
dian natiorals from Kuwalt
requiring emergency travel
via Saudi Arabla.
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DGCA EI'H'BS ﬂight duty
relaxations to Air India

Mumbai: Avigtion safety
watchdog DECA has provided
temporary relaxations in flight
duty norms far Air indias

long-haul flights as the airline is
taking longer routes due to
airspace curbs amid the West
Asia conflict, sources said on
Sunday. Duwe to branian and agl
airspace restrictions, Air India

i taking the Egypt route for
Eurcpean and Morth American
flaghis, which means longer
fying hours, Against this
backdrop, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DIECA) has gven cartain
relaxations in pilat flight duty
tirme limitations (FOTL) norms
till April 30, the sources said. =
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Airbus sees demand surge for copters in India

.luteuh Phadnis
Mumbai

Airbus sees growing mo-
mentum for its helicopter
business in Imdia, a senior
company  cxecutive  told
busincssline.

Helicopter indoctions in
India grew at a fast pace with
over 30 deliveries in calendar
year 2025, The number of
helicopters registered under
the non-scheduled category
in the country incressed
from 213 tp 225,

While sceptics view the
fast mduction as a one-off,
Airbus  Helicopters  said
there is a clear growth trend
marked by business oppor-
tunities and favourable
ermment policies. “It is a fact
that we are still in the early

days of helicopter penetra-
tion in India. But make no
mistake: The MOMmENLum i5
picking up now," said Sunny
Guglani, Head of Airbus
Helicopters, India and South
Asig.

IMMENSE POTENTIAL
“India’s helicopter density is
currently among the lowest
in the world. This also means
that the sector holds im-
mense potential in address-
ing transportation gaps, pub-
lic SETVICE delivery,
enhancing national security,
improving disaster response
and boosting tourism in the
world's fastest growing ma-
jor sconomy,” he adde

Last month, Prime Minis-
ter MNarendrm Modi and
French President Emmuanuel
Macron virtually  inapgur-

el T

GROWTH MOMEMTUM. The first© I'.'Iade inIndig" helicopter
Is expected to be delivered in 2027

ated the final assembly line
of Airbus H-125 helicopters
in Karnataka. The unit will
have capacity to deliver 10
helicopters anmually and will
serve the domestic and
South Asia markets. The first
‘Made in India® helicopter is
ed in 2027

Asked if the final assembly

line in Kamataka is viable

without an order from the
defence forces, Guglani said
Alirbus market projection in-
dicates a demand for more
than 1,000 civil helicopters
in India over the next two
decades, with half of them
the single-engine type.

“The H125, which is
already the most popular
helicopter in this region, is

uniquely primed to domin-
ate this emerging market.
Additionally, the Indian
armed forces alone project a
requirement for hundreds of
helicopters, while the civil
sector is poised for growth
from its current low base.
For the armed foroes

cifically, the H125M can be a
game changer,” he said.

YVYING FOR CONTRACT
Original cquipment manu-
facturers i::n:]]:lldlu.q Ajrbus,
Bell Textron and Lm‘nardn
are vying for a povential con-
tract from the armed forces
to replace the ageing Chee-
tah and Chetak helicopters.
While Airbus has teamed
up with the Tata group, Le
onardo has partnered with
the Adani Group to build
helicopters in India.
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DGCA allows longer pilot duty hours for Air India

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 15 March

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
{DGCA) has temporarily allowed longer
flight dury time limitations {FDTL) for
certain Air India international flights,
which have been taking longer routesdue
to the closure of Iranian and [ragi air-
space since February 28,

lzrael and the US conducted military
strikeson Iran, igniting a freshconflictin
the Gulf region two weeks ago. Large
chunks of the West Asian airspace have
since remained closed for commercial
flights. In an internal operations circular
issued on March 13, AirIndia informed its
flight crew that the DGCA had granted a
temporary exemption from standard
FDTL rules. o manage disruptions
caused by the airspace closures.

The airline said “the unavailabilioy of
[ranianand Iragi airspace has resulted in
mandatory rerouting of certain long-haul
flight=", which are now being operated

through alternate corridors. This, it=said,
has led to longer sector times and
required "a temporary FDTL extension
for minimising schedule disnuptions and
passenger inconvenlence”

FDTL are safety rules prescribed by
the DGCA that determine how long pilots
can fiv and remain on duty before man-
datory rest. Air India said that under the
tempotary exemption granted by the

What's new

® Airlines are rerouting long-haul flights

due to the VWest Asia crisis

® Flight time [imit for two-pilot crew
has been increased by 1 hr 30 mins

= Maximum flight duty period has been
increased by 1 hr 45 mins

® Temparary exemption from
30-minute roster planning buffer
requirement has been granted on
spedfic flights

DGCA, the maximum permissible “flight
time” for two-pilot operations has been
increased by 1 hour 30 minutesto 11 hours
30 minutes. Flight time refers to the
period from when an alfrcraft begins
moving for take-off unitil it comes toa
stopafter landing.

The maximum "flight duty period™ —
the total time a pilot remains on duty,
including pre-flight preparation, the

flight itself and post-flight procedures —
has been extended by 1 howr 45 minutes
1o 14 hiours 45 minutes, AirIndiasaid.

Theairline alsosaid that a "temporary
exempiion from the 30-minute roster
planning buffer requirement” has been
granted on specific flights. This buffer is
an additional margin airlines normally
keep while scheduling crew, so that
delays do not push pilots beyond their
duty limits,

Certain mitigation measures will
accompany the exemptlon, including
"continuous monitoring and review with
the regulator”, briefingsto crew about the
changes, and an "additional rest period of
4hours” for pilots operating flightsunder
the exemption, over and above the mini-
mum rest required under DGCA rules,
AlrIndiasaid.

The airline added that the exemp-
tion will apply only to certain flights
and that the details will be communi-
cated to crews through fleet-specific
company NOTAMs — operational

notices used to brief pilots about flight-
specific conditions,

When asked about this increase in
pllot duty hours, an Alr India official
told Business Standard that the airline
will ensure that additional rest — more
than what's mandated — is given to
pilots who are operating flights with
increased fAying time.

However, C 5 Randhawa, president of
the Federation of Indian Pilots (FIP), said
theunion haswritten tothe DGCA raising
concerns over the extension.

Randhawa said the regulator’s civil
aviation requirements currently restrict
flight time to 10 hours and the flight duty
period to 12 hours for operations Invol-
ving a single landing. The exemption
allows an additional 1 hour 30 minutes of
flizht time and 1 hour 45 minutes of duty
petiod for two-pilot crews.

He also said the circular does
not specify limits on the number of
sectors or landings permitted under
the exemption.
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4K A-1 staffers ‘misused’
leisure travel policy

PRESS TRUST OF INDLA
Mew DelhifMumbai, 15 March

AlrIndia has detected large-scale discrepancies in the
utilisation of its lelsure travel policy, involving more
than 4,000 employees, and has initiated corrective
actions, Including imposing penalties on the erring
staff, according to sources.

Loss-making Air India was acquired by the
Tata group in January 2022, and the airline, which
has faced multiple headwinds In recent times, is
also in the midst of implementing an ambitious
transformation plan. The alrllne has more than
24,000 emplovees.

The sources in the know told PTY that the large-
grale discrepancies in the use of Air India’s Employes
Leisure Travel (ELT) policy were detected afier a
detailed internal investigation.

The ELT policy allows a specified number of free alr
tickets for Individual emplovees and their nominess,
incloding spouseand parents. These are subjecttocer-
tain conditions. Many employees were found to have
misused the policy by showing those not related to
them as relatives to avail the benefits. Some were
reported to have even availed the free tickets and sold
them topeople at ahigher price, the sources said.
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European Checks
Find Slew of Lapses
in Air India Planes

Airline faults come down as DGCA
steps up scrutiny after EASA
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High Standards

»»From Page1

A senior AirIndia official blamed the
carrier's ageing aircratft fleet for the
high number of faults.

Since 1ts takeover by the Tata, Air
India started a $400 million exercise
to refurbish its older planes, but this
has been delayed significantly as glo-
bal vendors have been unable to meet
deadlines due to supply chain const-
raints.

“European standards are very
high,” said the Air India official cited
above. “A broken seat or a worn-out
emergency marking are also recor-
ded by EASA inspectors as a viola-
tion and there is alag on the snags on
the cabin side as many of our planes
areolder.”

Under the Safety Assessment of Fo-
reign Aircraft (SAFA) programme,
EASA inspectors conduct surprise
inspections when a plane from any
non-EU airline lands at a European
airport. Inspectors check around 54
parameters to ensure safety equip-
ment such as emergency exits and li-
fe jackets are in place, documenta-
tion like manuals are in order, and
that the crew islicensed and fit to ope-
rate the aircraft.

“The airline has carried out more
than 100 checks while DGCA is also
conductinginspectionsof AirIndia's
aircraft scheduled for international
operations,” the DGCA official said.
“Only afterrectification and satisfac-
tory compliance are the aircraft be-
ing allowed for further operations.”

AirIndia’s fleet reliability and engi-
neering woes underscore struggles
of conglomerate Tata Sons to turna-
round the airline even after four ye-
ars of ownership.

DGCA hasrepeatedlyflagged the car-
rier's engineering and maintenance
processes. Air India's top engineering
officials have been suspended, and
CEO Campbell Wilson has been issued
a show cause notice for multiple inci-
dents of lapses including one recently
where the airline operated eight sche-
duled flights using an Airbus aircraft
without having the mandatory air-
worthiness permit.

Lo MARCH 2055
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India Moves to
Ease Airlines’
Jet Fuel Shock

India s explor
“’ ingways 1o
shigld airlines

against spike in jet fuel
prices. With this, the
government is also
seeking to prevent sharp
rise infares and impact
on air travel, reports
Arindam Majumder
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CentreinaHuddle
to Cushion Jet Fuel
Shock for Airlines

Ministries in talks with OMCs to ensure higher
cost isn't passed over during April 1 price revision

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: India is exploring ways
to safeguard airlines from spiral-
ling jet fuel prices amid the wide-
spread disruptions caused by the
worsening conflict in West Asia.
Through this, the government is al-
soseekingto prevent any sharprise
in fares and adverse effect on do-
mestic air travel demand.

Over last few days, officials of civil
aviation ministry led by secretary
Samir Sinha have engaged with the-
1r counterparts in the petroleum
ministry and oil marketing compa-
nies, with aim of ensuring that any
rise in jet fuel price is not passed
over immediately during the upco-
ming pricerevision on April 1.

The jet fuel crack spread, which
measures the difference between

the price of a barrel of crude oil

and the price of jet fuel refined
from it, soared to nearly $100 before
cooling. Jet fuel makes up around
26% of an airline’s operating ex-
penses on average, according to
global airlines association IATA.

India’s jet fuel pricing is linked to
the ‘Mean of Platts Arab Gulf (MO-
PAG)—a widely used benchmark
for pricing refined petroleum pro-
ducts in the Gulf. Oil marketing
companies generally levy an extra
cost, which is the expense of refi-
ning and carriage cost for them.

Indian airlines have been advoca-
ting for the domestic pricing model
based on crude oil prices plus fixed
refining margin, delinked from in-
ternational price swings.

“We are trying to devise a mecha-
nism wherethecarriage costof the
oil marketing companies can be
spread over a larger timeline rat-
her than one single shot,” said a se-
nior government official.

IATA in a recent analysis high-
lighted that when fuel prices rema-
1n elevated but stable, airlines can
adjust pricing and operations gra-
dually, and continue to operate pro-
fitably, although typically with
thinner margins. Fuel price shocks
push costs higher faster than reve-
nues can adjust, posing a greater
risk tomargins and profits.

For Indian airlines, jet fuel cost ri-

Action Plan

Average jet

Average
fuel price/ | crack spread/
barrel ($) barrel ($)

Week

Mar-06  157.41 72.26
T R e
Feb-20  95.95 24.48
""" Feb-13  93.88 22.18
Source: IATA

Crack spread measures
the difference between
the price of a barrel
of crude oil and
the price of jet
fuel refined

from it
g e W - "~ .,-.' ; .

ses further as excise duty and va-
lue-added tax are levied as a per-
centage of the fuel price rather
thanasafixed amount. Exciseduty
1s11%, while VAT in major aviation
hubs such as Delhi is 25%. All Indi-
an carriers IndiGo, Air India, and
Akasa Air have imposed fuel sur-
charges, but executives said main-
taining high ticket prices is diffi-
cult as it would dent demand. “The
pricing is completely correlated to
supply and demand,” said an airli-
ne official. “Airlines can’t increase
ticket prices very high. They will
have to absorb the increased cost.”
Costs have soared for airlines as
they are being forced to take longer
routes for overseas flights. Insu-
rance companies have started rai-
sing premiums for hull war risk in-
surance coverage. There has been
an increase of ¥30-¥40 lakh for a
narrow-body flight and %90 lakh-¥1
crore for a wide-body flight on rou-
tes such as Delhi-Dubai-Delhi.
Airlineshave begunlimited opera-
tionsto West Asia, to evacuate thou-
sands of Indian nationals stranded
in the region. Airline executives la-
ment that such flights are unviable
due to the unreliability of opera-
tions at hub airportslike Dubai, Do-
ha,and Riyadh while the aircraftfli-
esemptyonitslegto West Asia.

LA CRLE
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Al gets flight duty

norms relief on
long-haul routes

PRESS TRUST OF INDLA
Mumbai, March 15

THE MRECTORATE GENERAL
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
Plu'.r'ld ed temporary relax-
athons in flight duty nomms for
Air India's long-haul flights as
the airline = lrl.'mng lnngrr
routes due to the al repace curks
amid the West Asia conflict,
sounces sald on Sunday,

With Iranian and [ragi air
space restrictions, Air India is
I'"'I"""H the Egypt route for
European and Morth American
fligh s, whichmeanslonger fly-
Ing hourrs.

Against this backd mp, the
DGCA has given certaim relax
atlonsinpilot Fligh t Duty Time
Limitations (FOTL) norms fill
Aprl 30, the sources sabd.

Therewene nio omme nts
from Alr India and DGCA on
the FOTL norm relaxations
Providing the relaxations for
the lang-haul Aights oper-
ated with two pilots, the
wources sald, addin it that
BCA has extended the
Flight Time {FT] by 1 30hours
to 11. 30 hours and the Flight
Dty Perod (FDF) by 145

LIMITED REPRIEVE

(AR MBI =«

EThe temparary relaxatian
is due to the aispace curbs
amid the West Asia conflict

mAl s taking Egypt route
for Europeanand Morth
American fights, which
means longer flying hours

hours to 1145 hours,

Sources sy that Air India
has bean violating the relax-
ation by planning its Jeddah
flight, which has an FOP of
1145 houm

"While flight duty period
(FDF) has been extended by
145 hours, Alr India is fordng
its pilots to opetale leddah
r31gh|:I which has an FDP of
11.55 hours, thus excesding
the alkrwed relasations by 10
minutes’ asource sabd.
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DGCA relaxes safety rules for
Air India amid West Asia crisis

HT Correspondent

i i |l s e

NEW DELME: The aviadon rogaly
o b e Al Indies a tem
proary il aithon {fofn mecling
Pl duly novms owlig 1o the
West Asip crisls, allowing the
CAITET D WE'IJII.‘ A0NTE !.ull:-
haaul Nights with two pilots
et Jonger Bvirg tves foioad
by the choked airspaoss-over the
WAT-DIT Dighn

The move comes alter Al
Ersthin sxprpreaachicdd the: Disocuosmine
Generad of Civil Aviithon (IGCA)
o March I and sought retie!
from the Fliacht Duty Tiene Limb
ikanis (FDTLL cliing opera-
thonal constraints wiggered by
alrspoce resncions (e bave
forond alrorafl to tike bngor
routes. The relaxsilon was
allowed ain March 13

Flights [rom India to North
America, including services o
Toronte, have hod 1o take
hengtly diveraons due tnthe cio-
sagie of lraagd and Lranian akrspoe
e The sinuation hus boen wor
s by Che continued closre
of Pakistank i ripacs for Tndlan-
pegtistered alrort singe L year

Unndier the cxtsting FUTL nules,
the maximum fying time per

indEbid for a Pwo-jiol arew 18 10
howrs. while the maximom
Flight Duty Peviod (FDF) is
capped ot 13 howrs. FDF §s a
phlots overall duty dime, from
reportiing for o MEght artll -
Tight dutics are com pcbel

Adriine officials sald the per
myissbon gives Alr Indila spoce o
aliow jesell 1o rework iis roster-
Img apd mitkgaee disrapions
camsrd bry the resdrictions.

T Adr Drinia gron o Sabur-
day said it would opevate 72
scheduled and noa-schedubed
[Higdsts tivasd fromm Wisit Asta on
Sunalery. Moy, (¢ ssiet it hiad to
curtd its ad-hasc flighvts follow
Ing “Imstructions. from UAE air-
ot aunboriiies.” the airline sild
on Smdary. “The wnavadiabsllity of
Irimian ond brongd alrspace has
resailipd in mandasory ronoibing
of certaln |ong-haul Mights
through alernste ooeridors
Imremsing sector Might dmes.”
cung df thee odficiads sakd

“Thiis will aliow sdoguste rest
i crew operating in Europe, UK
and Norh American flights”™ the
alficial sdided

As part of the (omporasy
reloxatko, the rogulator has per
ndtted an extension of the fight
lime by L5 howrs, allowing a

maximum MNying tme of 1.5
howars for twor pilot opeTankons.

The pernthisible Flight Duty
Peviod hans ailse boen exsonded Iy
an hoar and 45 minuies, allow:
iyt i v FDE of W bours
and 45 i oartes bor 1he allocied
isthets. amother official said

“The cxerrgption will rermain in
cffect until April 30 and will
appty only w0 specific s, 1he
circular sald. Flight-specific
detnils will be communicated
theough indevidual floet specillc
coumpany NOTAMs, which will
oy serve as ofew birkellrmss.” e
aidded. He sald that the airline
has alwo assured mitigation
mevesres during the exemmption
pertod, incuding continuous
mon g with the regulsios,
rtwdatory crew bricfings and an
wdidithomal rest period of four
howrs for frew iembers over
and above e mvicdimum nest
ey b undes spplicalie Gl
WL PO U T

Offhcials eartier sald Asr India
had serughi the relaaiian due o
Incresisesd Bk thines on several
long-honal rowes x4 alromlf were
forood to taks kenger diverdon-
ary routings following the chy
suere of ey West Asdan abr corri-
dors
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Closed skies and costly detours: why Indian airlines
are among the worst hit by the conflict in West Asia

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

As Gulf routes that have
long formed the backbone
of Indian airlines’ interna-
tional networks are hit by
the ongoing regional con-
flict, aircraft utilisation at
domestic carriers has
dropped sharply.

At Air India Express, for
example, nearly a quarter
of the fleet is effectively
idle. “About one in four air-
craft of Air India Express’s
115-strong fleet is ground-
ed,” an industry executive
said about the country’s se-
cond-largest domestic air-
line. While the aircraft are
not formally grounded, air-
lines are flying them once
every three or four days to
keep them serviceable,

and because parking
stands are scarce at several
airports.

For many Indian car-
riers, destinations across
the UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, and
Kuwait account for the
bulk of their international
flying, reflecting the pre-

wa A

Many IndiGo aircraft are now idling at airports during hours that

were once used to operate frequent flights to West Asia. REUTERS

sence of more than 90 lakh
Indians living across the
Gulf Cooperation Council
countries. But flight res-
trictions and heightened
military activity in the re-
gion led to about 2,600
flight cancellations by In-
dian carriers in the first
nine days after tensions
between Iran and Israel es-
calated on February 28.
While operations in
Oman are normal, major
hubs such as Dubai, Doha,
and Abu Dhabi continue to

face severe disruptions
and intermittent
suspensions.

In more normal times,

roughly half of all interna-
tional passengers flying to
or from India travels on a
Gulf route, using hubs such
as Dubai, Doha, and Abu
Dhabi to connect onward
to flights to the U.S., Cana-
da, and Europe.

Nearly four crore pas-
sengers travelled between
India and the Gulf in 2025,
making it the country’s lar-
gest international aviation
corridor by far.

Rising costs

Several other factors are al-
so driving up operational
costs for airlines. Jet fuel
prices in India have risen

by about $50 per kilolitre
since January to $150 per
kilolitre, while aircraft op-
erating on Gulf routes are
also facing additional war-
risk insurance premiums
of about 18,000 per seat.

Though airlines have an-
nounced a fuel surcharge
of up to ¥400 on domestic
routes (and higher for in-
ternational routes), these
barely cover 10% to 12% of
the ticket fare, executives
say.

The unpredictability of
flight schedules to West
Asia caused by security
threats, along with last-mi-
nute slot allocations by air-
ports in the region, leaves
airlines with little time to
sell seats, contributing to
the underutilisation of air-
craft. Most flights to these
destinations are operating
with very few passengers.

Redeploying their idle
aircraft on Southeast Asian
routes is not a viable op-
tion for airlines, as that
market is already oversup-
plied and earnings per pas-
senger per kilometre are
significantly lower than on

Gulf routes. The same
holds true for domestic
services, where margins
are thinner and airlines
must additionally contend
with VAT and other levies
on aviation turbine fuel
that do not apply to inter-
national flights. In India,
fuel alone accounts for
about 40% of airlines’ op-
erating costs.

For Air India, the chal-
lenges are even greater as
its flights to Europe and the
U.S. are now forced to take
a longer southerly route to
avoid Iranian airspace,
with some U.S. services al-
so requiring fuel stops.
This comes on top of the
earlier closure of Pakistani
airspace following Opera-
tion Sindoor last April.

As a result, flight times
have lengthened sharply. A
Delhi-London service now
takes around 12 hours,
compared with about nine
hours last year. Flights to
New York, which must
now stop in Rome for re-
fuelling, can take close to
20 hours instead of rough-
ly 15 hours earlier.
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o AIRLINE NETWORKS WORLDWIDE HAVE BEEN RATTLED BY AIRSPACE CLOSURES AND SKYROCKETING JET FUEL PRICES

Iran war reroutes global flights; even Southeast Asia tourism takes a bad hit

Angelica Ang
Marchi15

THE IRAN war is reshaping
global flight paths, posing a
threat to Southeast Asia's key
tourism sector. Iranian missile
and drone attacks have shut
down key Middle Eastern avi-
ation hubs like Dubai, Abu
Dhabi and Doha, cutting off
popular travel routes for Euro-
pean and US travellersto get to
Southeast Asia’s beaches and
temples.

Travel experts now fearthat
countries like Thailand, Cam-
bodia and Indonesia may soon
seeadip intourists.

“There aren't non-stop
flights between Europe and

destinations like Bali and Cam-
bodia,” Brendan Sobie, aSinga-
pore-based independent avi-
ation analyst, tells Fortune.
“These countries, which are
heavily dependent on tourism,
are also more impacted due to
the trickle down effect on their
economies.”

Tourism is a mainstay of
Southeast Asia’s economy. In
2024, rourism accounted for
9.4% of Cambodia’s GDP, and
12% of Thailand’s.

Major Gulf carriers includ-
ing Emirates, Qatar Airways
and Etihad have scrapped thou-
sands of flights to and from the
Middle East. This has ripple ef-
fects on some Southeast Asian
carriers; Malaysia Airlines, for

instance, relies on Qatar Air-
ways to move tourists from the
USa, Europe, and the Middle
Eastinto Southeast Asia.
“Malaysia Airlines doesn’t
fly into Europe much, except
for London and Paris,” said
Mayur Patel, the Asia head at
aviation consultancy OAG. "A
lot of their codeshares were
through Doha with Qatar Air-
ways, and if airplanes can't fly
into Doha, it would certainly
putaconstraint on traffic flow.”
Airline networks worldwide
have been rattled by airspace
closures and skyrocketing jet
fuel prices, which have doubled
since the Iran conflict began.
Airlines are suspending
some routes to the Middle East

Some airlines have begun hiking ticket fares inresponse to energy
concerns arising from the war that have driven up oil prices. reuTters

forweeks, ifnotmonths. Carriers  pulled its guidance on Tuesday

arealsoslapping fuelsurcharges
on flights, and Air New Zealand

duetoincreased fuel costs.

“Inthe first week of the war,

we saw a 50% drop in total
bookings,” said Lucy Jackson
Walsh, the co-founder and ma-
naging director of Lightfoot
Travel, aluxury travel firm with
offices in Dubai, London, Sin-
gapore and Hong Kong. Book-
ings for Middle Eastern desti-
nations—about  15%  of
Lightfoot'sbusiness—vanished
almost immediately.

“We're shifting our focusto-
wards Asia-to-Asia regional
travel and also trips to
further-flung destinations like
Australia which don't have to
route through the Middle East,”
she said.

Supply chain disruptions
from closed airspace and
waterways are alsodelaying air-

craft maintenance, repair and
operations (MRO), and exacer-
bating existing aircraft delivery
delays from manufacturers like
Airbus and Boeing.

“There's a shortage of aero-
space spare parts and compo-
nents, which may be delivered
from Europe or the US,” Kent
Yar,anindependent aerospace
consultant, told Fortune. “To
manufacture airplane parts,
you also need raw materials...
everything boils down to
supply chain issues.” He esti-
mates thatairplane spare patts
have seen a 15% jump in price
since the Iran war began.

Still, some Asian carriers
like Singapore Airlines and
Hong Kong's Cathay Pacific,

which fly several non-stop
routes between Asia and Eu-
rope, might have an edge over
other disrupted carriers. “Exist-
ing non-stop flights between
Asia and Europe have already
re-routed in light of the Russia-
Ukraine war, and don’t necess-
arily use Iran or Middle Eastern
airspace,” Sobie explained.

But this will be a slim silver
lining compared to the overall
hit tothe sector.

“I don't think anybody's
happy,” Sobie said. “Some air-
lineswill have routesthat seean
extra surge in load factor and
revenue—and that’s natural—
butit does not offset the negative
of how this crisis has impacted
theoverall industry.” NYT
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‘FDTL norms
reliefonlong
haul for Air India’

New Delhi:With Iranian and
Iraqi airspace restrictions,
AirIndiaistaking the Egypt
route for European and
North American flights,
which means longer flying
hours. Against this back-
drop, the DGCA has given
certain relaxationsin pilot
Flight Duty Time Limita-
tions (FDTL) norms till April
30,sourcessaid. There were
no comments from Air India
and DGCA onthe FDTL
norm relaxations. Providing
the relaxations for the long-
haul flights operated with
two pilots, the sources said,
adding thatDGCA has
extended the Flight Time
(FT) by 1.30 hoursto11.30
hours and the Flight Duty
Period (FDP) by 1L45hoursto
11.45 hours. PTI
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Adani, MSEDCL
ink power supply
agreement

New Delhi: Adani Poweron
Sunday said it has received a
letter of award from Maha-
rashtraStateElectricity Dis-
tribution CoLtd (MSEDCL)
for the supply of 1,600 MW of
power fromone of its
upcoming ultra-supercriti-
calthermal power projects.
The supply of power under
the proposed 25-year Power
Supply Agreement (PSA)is
scheduled tocommence
from FY31, the company
said. PTI
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Akasa Air to levy fuel surcharge
on flight tickets from March 15

NEW DELHI: Akasa Air will
levy fuel surcharges ranging
from Rs 199 to Rs 1,300 on
domestic and international
flight tickets from March 15
due to the spike in jet fuel prices
amid the West Asia conflict.
AirIndia, Air India Express
and IndiGo have started levy-
ing similar charges on domestic
and international flight tickets.

In a statement on Saturday,
Alkasa Air said it would levy fuel
surcharge for each flight and the
quantum would vary based on
the duration of the flight.

“Akasa Air will introduce a
fuel surcharge ranging from Rs
199 to Rs 1300 on our domes-
tic and international routes, for
all bookings that are made with
effect from 00:01 hrs on March

15, 2026,” it said. According to
the airline, there has been a sig-
nificant increase in the price of
aviation turbine fuel, driven by
evolving geopolitical develop-
ments in West Asia,

“As fuel represents a signifi-
cant portion of airline operat-
ing costs, this impacts the cost
of operations across the aviation
industry,” the statement said. Pl
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DGCA permits Air India to extend
pilot duty hrs amid West Asia crisis

5 LALITHA @ New Dethi

THE Directorate General of
Civil Aviation, has permitted
Alr India to extend the duty pe-
riod for its pilots operating
long-haul flights to Europe and
the United States by one hour
and 45 minutes due to the ongo-
ing West Asia crisis, Air India
sources said. A DGCA source
confirmed the development.
With the exemption, the max-
imum duty hours of a pilot
have been extended to 14 hours
and 45 minutes from the earlier
Flight Duty Period (FDF) limit
of 13 hotirs. The FDP refers to
all the formalities a pilot must
complete before beginning a
flight and after concluding it.
Under the exemption, exten-
sion in actual flving time will
work out to about 80 minutes,
taking the maximum permis-
sible flight time for a pilot to 11
hours and 30 minutes, up from
the earlier limit of 10 hours.
“The temporary exemption
in Flight Duty Time Limita-
tions (FDTL) has been permit-
ted with immediate effect and
will remain in force till April
30" an Alr India source said.
“We will not compromise on
the rest period for the pilots. It

T ——

="

will be four hours more than
the Civil Aviation Requirement
norms prescribed during such
exemptions. However, this will
take place after the extended
duty hours are completed by

the cockpit crew.” another
source said.
Adr India had approached the

regulator seeking relaxation in
FDTL norms as its aircraft
were forced to take longer
routes to Europe and the US via
sotithern Saudi Arabia and
Egvpt following the closure of
Pakistaniand Iranian alrspace.
The airline has also cited the
closure of Iragi airspace in its
request to the regulator

The airline has additionally
been granted exemption from
the mandatory 30-minute buff-
er period required while pre-
paring the duty roster.

Tow truck
catches fire at
Delhi airport
5 I..l.l_.ITHI. @_Nmﬂe!ﬁ

A tow truck of aleading ground
handling service provider
caught fire during the push-
back of an international cargo
plane at the IGI Airport. No one
was injured in the incident but
the vehicle suffered damage,
airport officials said.

“The tow truck of Air India
SATS Alrport Services Pyt Litd
was assisting in the pushback
of an Etihad flight loaded with
cargn, which was on its way to
Doha, when the incident oc-
curred late on Friday night. For
reasons unknown, the truck
caught fire. It was doused with-
in ten minutes by the fire serv-
ice,” said an airport official.

Pushback is the process de-
ploved for departing flights
whereby a specialised tow trac-
tor guides a plane backwards
from the parking bay to the tax-
iway This is essential as com-
mercial flights cannot move in
the reverse direction.
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DGCA gives flight duty time relaxatmns to Air India amid conflict

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

Aviation safety watchdog
DGCA has provided tempo-
rary relaxations in flight duty
norms for Air India’s long-
haul flights as the airline is

taking longer routes due to
the airspace curbs amid the
Middle East conflict, sources
said on Sunday. With Iranian
and lIragi airspace restric-
tions, Air India is taking the
Egypt route for European
and North American flights,

which means longer flying
hours. Against this back-
drop, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has given certain
relaxations in pilot Flight
Duty Time Limitations (FDTL)
norms till April 30, the

sources told PTI.

There were no comments
from Air India and DGCA on
the FDTL norm relaxations.
Providing the relaxations for
the long-haul Alights operat-
ed with two pilots, the
sources said.
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Air India acts after finding
misuse of staff travel policy

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Air India has detected large-
scale discrepancies in the
utilisation of its leisure travel
policy, involving more than
4,000 employees and has ini-
tiated corrective actions,
including imposing penal-
ties on the erring staff,
according to sources.

Loss-making Air India was
acquired by the Tata Group
in January 2022, and the
airline, which has faced mul-
tiple headwinds in recent
times, is also in the midst of
implementing an ambitious
transformation plan. The
airline has more than 24,000
employees.

The sources in the know
told PTI that the large-scale
discrepancies in the use of Air
India’s Employee Leisure
Travel (ELT) policy were
detected after a detailed

internal investigation.

The ELT policy allows a
specified number of free air
tickets for individual employ-
ees and their nominees,
including spouse and
parents. These are subject to
certain conditions.

Many employees were
found to have misused the
policy by showing those not
related to them as relatives
to avail the benefits. Some
were reported to have even
availed the free tickets and
sold them to people at a
higher price, the sources
said. A detailed set of queries
sent to Air India on Thursday
seeking comments on the
issue and the actions taken
remained unanswered. One
of the sources said more
than 4,000 staff were found
to have misused the ELT
policy. Violations dating back
to the last financial year,
claims were also detected.
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Akasa levies surcharges

OUR BUREAL

New Delhi: Akasa Alr will
levy fuel surcharges ranging
firoom 190 to 1,300 on domestic
and International flight tekets
from March 15 due to the spike
in jet fuel prices amid the West
Asla conflict and days after
domestic carriers Alr Indla,
Alr India Express and IndiGo
lovied simflar price hikes.

In a statement on Saturday,
Akasa Alr said tt would levy a
fusl surcharge for each flight
and the quantum would vary
based on the duration of the
fitght.

“Akasa Atr will introduce
4 fuel surcharge ranging from
199 10 T1300 0N OUT AOMEsc
and international rontes, for
all bookings that are made

SPIKE IN FUEL PRICES

with effiect from 00:01 hrs on
March 15, 2026," it sald.

“There has been a signif-
leant Increase In the price of
aviation turbine fuel, driven
by evolving geopolitical devel-
opments in West Asla" a com-
pany spokesperson sakd.

“As fuel represents a sig-
nificant portion of airline op-
erating costs, thls Impacts the
cost of operations across the
aviation industry,” the state-

ment said.

Akasa Alr added that it
would continue to closely
manitor the operating envi-
ronment and review the fuel
surcharge pertodically.

IndiGo on Friday an-
nounced that 1t wonld levy a
fued charge ranging from F25 o
#2300 on demestic and Interna-
Honal fiight tickets from March
14, while Abr Indta and Afr Tz
Expross announced on March
10 that they woukl levy a fuel
charge of #3090 {0 #4 600

Akasa Alr on Friday also
announcsd a strategle collabo-
ration with Noida Internation-
al Atrport for setting up an atr-
craft maintenance, repalr and
averhaul (MRO) facility at the
upcoming atrport in Jewar,
Uttar Pradesh.



g .r N

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DELHI

16 MARCH Z0z&

Govt may review bilaterals
as int’l airfares defy gravity

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Skyrocketing
international airfares may
lead govt to review its un-
stated policy of not enhanc-
ing flying rights of foreign
airlines, in a bid to come to
the rescue of the public.

Indian carriers’ operat-
ing costs are going through
the roof due to the sharp
spike in aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) prices, and the rupee
crashing tonewlowsonadai-
ly basis — along with a drop
in the supply of seats offered
by Gulf carriers—means in-
ternational airfares are like-
ly to remain high in the fore-
seeable future.

Against this backdrop, in-
dustry sources say there may
be a revision in bilaterals of
some countries that have re-
mained largely frozen for
nearly a decade to increase
supply to and from India and
help douse the fares on fire.

Places that have been
seeking an upward revision
include Dubai, Qatar and
AbuDhabi.

Since 2014, the Narendra
Modi govt has focused on
strengthening Indian carri-
ers through a virtual freeze
on bilaterals. That has borne
fruit in terms of IndiGo be-
coming a giant; Air India
group’s ghar wapsi to foun-
der Tata Sons and now being
flush with funds and fleet or-
ders; and new carriers like
Akasa, Star Air and Fly9gl

The sharp spike in ATF prices
and the rupee crashing to new
lows — along with a drop in the
supply of seats offered by Gulf
carriers — means international
airfares are likely to remain high

taking to the skies. Last year,
Indian carriers added 80 ad-
ditional aircraft to theirfleet.,

“While we continue to bat
for rationalising both the
base pricing of ATF and the
state (VAT) and central (ex-
cise) levies on it, there is a
thinking now to consider re-
viewing  bilaterals that
haven't been revised for a
longtimedespite the increase
in demand. (Except on ATF
pricing) Indian carriers have
gotsupportinthelastonedec-
ade. Now the time may have
come to help lower fares by
considering enhancement of
foreign airlines’ capacity and
Increasing supply,” said an
industry executive.

With India getting a new
airport in Navi Mumbai and

the hugely delayed one in
Noida likely to open this
summer, some airport oper-
ators, including Adani
Group, have been seeking a
revisionin bilaterals.

The freeze in bilaterals
means that new capacity
can't be added to places like
Dubali, which was the biggest
international destination for
Indian globetrotters before
the Israel-Iran war. AKasa,
for instance, hasn't been able
to fly there as the bilaterals
have been fully utilised by
airlines of both sides.

Indian airlines get cheap-
er ATF and higher yields for
international flights. “Do-
mestic airfares have been
capped since the IndiGo cri-
sis last Dec. But our operat-
ing cost has skyrocketed. To
cap fares, cap costs too. This
is what we have told govt,”
said an official.

On its part, the aviation
ministry is trying to reason
with the oil ministry to en-
sure rational ATF pricing as
part of the crack spread —
the difference between a bar-
rel of crude oil and refined
products like petrol, diesel
and ATF produced from the
same. Globally, ATF accounts
for20%-25% of airlines’ oper-
ating cost. In India, that per-
centage is in the range of
40%-45%. The ministry has
asked states like Delhi and
Maharashtra to lower VAT
for close to two decades now.
A revision at 11% excise has
been requested too.
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Airlinescurtail UAE
ops; DGCArelaxes
Al flight duty norms

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELI, MARCH 15

Flight operations between
India and the United Arab
Emimtes faced dismptions
on Sunday, with several air-
ines cancelling or scaling
back services amid opera-
tional restrictions due to ris-
g tensions in West Asia,

In a redated development,
the Directonite General of Crv-
il Aviation (DGCA) has prant-
ed temporary melaxations in
pilot duty time limits for long-
haul flights operated by Air
India as the airline is taking
longer moutes to avoid restnict-
ed airspace in the warzone,
The restrictions over Iranian
and Iragi sirspace have fored
the aidine o remute services
bound for Europe and Noth
Amenca via Egypt. Air India
and Air India Express oone-
firmed that a number of
flights scheduled between
India and the TAE were can-
celled after directions from

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Airlines curtall...

UAE airport authorities, The
restrictions also forced the
aidines to temporarily curtail
certain ad-hoc operations,
additional flights usually
scheduled outside the regi-
lar timetable to meet higher
passenger demand.

In a statement, Air India
said both the full-service car-
rier and its low-cost sub-
sidiary had scaled back such
ad-hoc operations for March
15 in line with the instric-
tions issued by TAE airport
authorities. IndiGo said it
had cancelled several flights
toand from Dubai due to con-
tinuing airspace restrictions
in the region.

As repards relaxations in
pilot duty time himits for Air
India, Sources said the avia-
tion watchdog relief applied
to long-haul operations con-
dueted with two pilots until
Apnl 30. Under the tempo-
rary arrangement, the per-
mitted flight time has been
increased by one hour and
thirty minutes, allowing a
maxirmum of 11 hours and 30
minutes.
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