AIRPUH I'SAUT HORIT? iJ!- iNUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHI 1o FEERUARY 2026

7t 33 3k famm
[GUEMEIGES N
&t 2t e ST

EEg i TR e
TTEAA HAl . THEEA
g A we A e
o= e =
FAESES! ® 38
SR A A
T T # | T RS T8
T =N o R A o
TR F TEW T
FEH 28 AN H QT F
= 1 g e wea
% =% 33T T € T



AIRPORTS AUT HORIT"!r OF INU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATINIK BHASKAER DELHI 16 FEBRUARY 2026

feeett A 30 o ansh, a1 Raaeiet e  gean A 38 Wan w Jara
IR I ST TRRUIC; e ¢
mn%arﬁﬁmaﬁﬁﬂﬁasm Tib P

TR T B R 71 T 5 A wpy e oM, R - ger T v (we) e
mlﬂﬁﬁrﬂﬁmﬁ:mmﬁaﬁqﬁ — ' o o el L i o, S 2ftie
S T S TR AR O 2:20 A o ok e AT O w2 2 g
#) T e 1§ aeen R afen el 9 g =, T et il 1 fea- e e
T AR | TR A A w s - o = T S e S S TR R
3TEEE U & e & AR U g e B = e o s T W W )
o e B 5 e @ S R « WIS WETUTE « S S{aneE T
= S | §H R E SR R e r " F W ol 2T F A amEm g
vemEli 3w SR T w@éwmﬁﬂﬁqﬁmﬁrfﬁfﬂn ST T 8, S R & fem e
-2 & § e F0 A wien & T F FW T W 8 ad s o U e G 0E R ) T
W S fom aR HieE A W W g % e Gl w1 hea S e e | 11 e 2018 F
U S PRAE S G G T W S S W8 AR R T T S O S o A
W H TR A A O WEEAE TS % ATEN S thi WS S O S e 6 e W
B T T R W T o A Agee &4 O 0 36 W W S o seE TR H 2008 § e W
=il 4 2 wE B A =Ifen FE E 3 Wl T 2 eﬂimquméﬁwﬁm&aﬁuﬁgml




AIRPUH r'SAUT HORIT? {JF INUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHI 16 FEBRUARY 2026

STIYR GZRUIC IR faeeft
Hfgeli el el A brcT

A, CHHT | TR A
TS 71 F =2 W/ i
WTWWHH‘TW
mmqhﬂwaammml
’-TETHHFFIFH'—TH‘?EW‘ETTH
AT 3 T AT weE
TR I o) e = e
STETATE o ST |
EEEFIRECER LI e
TS HEel anl de-UE
A wF 2= fawen 4t w5
e =1 19 e W A T
off | 7T 275 1 AT e =
Wﬁ?ﬁ?“ﬁﬂﬁaﬁ?’ﬁﬁ
AT T Eqe R e e
YrfEen F AT AR 5

W el A SRR ug
STt A,
3R ¥ el

I | BT AT W i
SR A A S e
B T | e T R

gaarﬁ*rwnwn%?
A | T A 215 W
g S el S AT 1 e
I HEAT HHA A T W

WFHIHHTF‘-TH?T[H‘H%I



AIF{PDH SAUT HORlT‘i’ OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHT 1l FEBRUARY 2026

3iferif>rd gars Bl &l

SRR : Rl

¢ faoelt, wddh A

(CLICER EIR et s o A

ELCE e s teaty o ﬂﬂﬁhm

Foupffre affrses sty sifeif

il e g o mf-ﬁmﬂwmﬁmgaa;m

TEATTEA R A A | viEn e U el e

T T I A R S | g YRS R i

s R T Ien | fAF e & ol e 3

= AETEFAE i fioen & | det b 5
HfEmAaa AT Fey | A ol o 3 A 8

EUEER IR CEE ]

TN F 9 0 WA e s e oA

AT AR e AT E (TS (o 30 geeT i

71 99 1 FF 28 TR0 W TERIE ¥ SUgEEA Ah

i T 3T

EITE AT |



AIRPURI’SAU‘I HORITY (JF IND!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENWNIUM POST KOLEATA 15 FEBRUARY 2026

GMR Airports PAT declines 14% to
2174 cr in December quarter of FY26

NEW DELHI: GMRE Air-
ports Ltd (GAL) reported a
14 per cent decline in consoli-
dated profit after tax (PAT) to
Rs 173.96 crore for the quar-
ter ended December 2025,
impacted by one-time expenses
including costs related to new
labour laws.

The company had posted a
PAT of Rs 202.10 crore in the
year-ago period.

Durin the quarter,
GAL recorded exceptional
expenses of Rs 183.12 crore.
This included Rs 113.47 crore
linked to the termination of its
pact with Turkish firm Celebi

and Rs 69.65 crore towards the
impact of new labour codes. In
contrast, the December 2024
quarter had included a one-
time gain.

Total income rose sharply
to Rs4,082.77 crore in Q3 FY26
from Rs 2,748.22 crore a year
earlier, while total expenses
increased to Rs 2,293.49 crore,
according to a regulatory filing.

In May 2025, the govern-
ment revoked security clear-
ance for entities from the Celebi
group operating in India.

Subsequently, Delhi Inter-
national Airport Ltd (DIAL),
which runs the national cap-

ital's airport, terminated its
cargo concession agreement
with Celebi and remeasured
related financial liabilities. The
net impact of Rs 113.47 crore
was classified as an exceptional
item.

DIAL-operated airports
handled a record 31.9 million
passengers during the quarter,
including 20.8 million at Delhi
airport.

DIAL reported a PAT of
Rs 231 crore for the quarter,
compared with a loss of Rs 243
crore a year ago, marking its
highest quarterly profit since
Q3 FY22. AGEMCIES
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Second bomb scare in a
day at Kolkata Airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: A security alert
was reported on Saturday dur-
ing boarding of IndiGo flight
6E-7304 scheduled to oper-
ate from Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose International Airport
to Shillong after a suspicious
note was found onboard, offi-
cials said.

As a precautionary mea-
sure, all passengers were safely
deboarded and the aircraft
was moved to an isolation bay.
Standard security protocols
were followed and a thorough
inspection was carried out by
the concerned agencies, the
statement said.

Upon completion of all
safety checks and clearance by
security authorities, the aircraft

was declared safe for opera-
tions. The flight subsequently
departed for Shillong at 13:33
hrs.

Meanwhile, hours after
the threat received to Shillong
bound flight that later turned
out to be a hoax, another secu-
rity threat was reported this eve-
ning on IndiGo flight 6E6894
(A-320) operating from Dibru-
garh to Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International Airport after
a suspicions message, report-
edly written with lipstick inside
the aircraft toilet, indicating a
bomb threat, officials stated.

The aircraft landed safely at
19:37 hrs IST and was imme-
diately moved to the isolation
bay as per established security
protocols. All passengers were
safely deboarded.
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Bomb threat delays Shillong-bound
Indigoflightat city airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 14 February

There was panic at Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport on
Saturday morning after a
bombthreat was reported on
aShillong-bound IndiGo flight.

According to airport sources,
the aircrafi, flight 6E-7304,
was scheduled todepart from
Kolkata for Shillong at 915
aum.

However, before take-off,
airline staff discovered a
handwritten note inside the
aircraft’s lavatory claiming
that abomb hadbeen placed
on board.

The message immediately
triggered panic among
passengers.

Following the alert, the

PANIC ERUPTED AT KOLKATA'S
NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA
BOSE INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORTAFTERABOMB
THREATWAS REPORTED ON
INDIGO FLIGHT 6E-7304
BOUND FOR SHILLONG.

aircraft was moved to an
isolated bay and all passengers
deboarded.

Security agencies began a
thorough search ofthe plane.
Airport authorities said an
investigation is underway to
determine who placed the
note inside the aircrafi.

Sources indicated that after
the completion of security
checks, the flight departed
for its destination around
11.30 am.

This is not the first such

incidentinvolving the airline.

In.January, a Delhi-Bagdogra
IndiGo flight carrying 222
passengers received a bomb
threat after take-off, following
which it was forced to make
an emergency landing at
Lucknow, wherea search was
conducted.

Last vear,a Kolkata-Mumbai
IndiGo flight (6E-5227) also
faced a bomb scare after an
unidentified person made a
phone call to the airport
claiming an explosive wason
board. All 195 passengers were
evacuated and the aircraft
was searched, though nothing
suspicious was found.

Ajrport officials said security
protocols were followed in
the latest incident and no
explosives have been detected
so [ar.
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An aircraft at the Pakyong airport in Gangtok, Sikkim,
in March 2021

Centre seeks to
reopen Sikkim’s
Pakyong airport

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Siliguri: The Unlon civil min-
istry i1s planning to connect
Gangtok, SIKkim's capltal,
Wwiith Guwahati via a nine-seat-
er afrcraft, almost two years
after fight services from the
molntaln state’s Pakyong alr-
port were halted.

K. Rammohan Naidu, the
Union minister of civil avi-
ation, wrote to Indra Hang
Subba — the sole Lok Sabha
member from Sikkim — on
January 31. The letter sald
that the ministry has 1ssued
a letter of intent toJet Wings,
a private alfline company, for
the nine-seater alreraft on the
Pakyong-Guwahati route.

“The proposal was Ini-
tlated under the UDAN 5.3
scheme, which was a speclal-
ised bidding roumd of the re-
glonal connectivity scheme
to revive and resume fliight
operations in discontinued,
neglected and underserved
routes of Indla, " sald a sourca

Prime Minlster Narendra
Modi tnaugurated the Pa-
kyong airport in September
2018, making 1t the countrys
10f¢h operational alrport.

Flights to Calcutta, Gu-
wihatl and Delhl were lntro-
duced. However, operatlons
were suspended in June 2024
because of adverse monsoon
conditions,

“Since then, fllghts have
stopped operating from Pa-

kvong, and the restdents of
Sikklm, tourists and others
visiting the Himalayan state
have had to depend on Bag-
dogra again, which is around
130k maway. The state andlaw-
maEers have been Insisting on
the resumption of fiights from
Sikkim." sald a hotelier based
1n Gangolk.

“It 15 good even If a
nine-seater flight is intro-
duced for the Guwahatl route,
Many people from Sikkim
travel to the Northeast regu-
larly,” he added.

The Union minister, In his
letter to Subba, has mentioned
that the proposition to resume
flights has been forwarded to
all domestic alriines w explore
the feasibility of operating the
alrport.

“The Alrports Authority
of Indla 1s fully prepared to
facilitate flight operations,
subject to alrlines opting to op-
erate from the alrport.” reads
the letter.

However, airline compa-
nies will decide after consld-
ering the market demand,
commercial viability and their
internal policies, a source
Skl

Subba wrote in a social
media post on February 7: 1
will continue to engage with
the Government of Indla and
alrline operators 0 ensure the
early resumption of flight ser-
Wioes from Pak yong alrport for
the beneflt of SIKKUm and Uts
people.”



AIRPORTS AUT HDR? 1Y IC_?F lHUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA HYDERABAD 15 FEBRUARY 2026

Flying out of Hyd airport now
costlier than any other metro

UDF 3x More Than
What Mum & Delhi
Airports Charge

Sunny.Baski@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Flying out of
Hyderabad is now more ex-
pensive than any other major
Indian metro. The Rajiv
Gandhi International Air-
port (RGIA) currently levies
the nation’s highest User De-
velopment Fee (UDF), accor-
ding to ministry of civil avia-
tion (MoCA) data recently
tabled inthe Rajva Sabha.
RGIA charges Rs 750 per
passenger as UDF for domes-
ticdepartures, the highestra-

MASSIVE SURGE
|
Hyderabad i 750 71,500
Bengaluru ‘ 7550 71,500
Delhi | 7129 7650
Mumbal |z1:5 7615
(Embarking fee only.
Source MoCA)

te among major airports. For
international  departures,
passengers pay Rs 1,500 per
PEFSOTL.

In comparison, Kempe-
gowda International Airport
in Bengaluru charges Rs 550

fordomestic departures, whi-
le its international UDF mat-
ches Hyderabad at Rs 1.500.
However, Delhi and Mumbai
airports charge significantly
lower rates. At the Indira
Gandhi International Air-
port{IGIA)in Delhi, domestic
passengers pay Rs 129 for em-
barking and Rs 58 for disem-
barking, while international
passengers pay Rs 650 for em-
barking and Rs 275 for disem-
barking. In Mumbai, domes-
tic passengers pay Rs 175 for
embarking and Rs 75 for di-

sembarking, International
flvers pay Rs 615 for embar-
king and Rs 260 for disembar-
king.

» Continued on P2

Passengers flying out of Hyd paid
32,500 crore in UDF in last 4 years

pFromP1

cecording to the Air-
% ports Authority of In-
dia (AAI), the UDF or
passenger service fee (PSF) is
collected as part of the airfa-
re and remitted to the airport
operator. Greenfield airports
like Hyderabad and Bengalu-
rulevy thesefees primarily to
bridge viability gaps and re-
cover infrastructure invest-
ments.

Over the past four years,
passengers flying out of Hy-
derabad have collectively pa-
id nearly 2,500 crore in UDE
MoCA data shows annual col-
lections rose sharply from
80 crore in FY 2020-21 to over

o This reflected
both increased

tariff structures

passenger in 2020-21 to 2750 now

@ MoCA data shows that collections
rose sharply from 280 crore in FY 2020-
21 to over 21,000 crore in FY 2024-25

@ The burden

DN passengers
traffic and revised | increased steeply
post-pandemic
# UDF (domestic) rose from 7281 per

71,000 crore in FY 2024-25, re-
flecting both a surge in air
traffic and revised tariff
structures.

The financial burden on
passengers increased steeply
post-pandemic. The domestic
UDF rose from ¥281 per pas-

senger in "nﬂt‘mi to lhe cur-
rent ¥750.

For international depar-
tures, the fee jumped nearly
fivefold—from TI03 to
71,500—during the same pe-
riod, The Centre established
the Airports Economic Regu-

latory Authority of India
(AERA) to determine these
tariffs at major airports.

"AFERA determines aero-
nautical charges, such as lan-
ding and parking fees and the
UDF, by considering factors
like refurn on investment for
aeronautical assets, opera-
ting expenditure, deprecia-
tion, and tax for a five-vear
control period. The regulator
aims to optimally balance the
interestsof service providers
and end-users, ensuring the
airport operator maintains
and operates the facility with
a reasonable return on in-
vestment,” stated Murlidhar
Mohol, minister of state for
civil aviation.
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DGCA tightens alcohol-testing
rules for pilots and cabin crew

= =]
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

The DGCA has tightened al-
cohol-testing rules for pilots
and cabin crew, introducing
mandatory video-recorded
breath-amalyser tests, along
with stricter reporting re-
quirements and tougher
penalties.

As per anew Civil Aviation
Requirement (CAR) re-
viewed by businessline, the
DGCA has laid down detailed
procedures for pre-flight and
post-flight breath analyser
examinations of crew mem-
bers. A key addition is that
the breath analyser examina-
tions be recorded on camera,
with recordings preserved
for six months. Besides, op-
erators are required to re-
port all positive or missed
breath analyser cases within
24 hours the pre-

scribed  digital reporting
systenL
DISCIPLINARY ACTION

The regulation sets out a
graded enforcement mech-
anism, with penalties ran-
ging from warnings and
counselling in minor cases to
suspension or cancellation
of licences for repeat or seri-
ous violations. Apart from
this, tampering with testing
equipment or records can ar-
tract disciplinary action.

All scheduled operators
must ensure that flight crew
and cabin crew undergo pre-
flight breath-analyser testing
at the first departure airport
during a flight duty period.

POST-FLIGHT TESTS

Post-flight testing is re-
quired in specific situations,
including flights arriving
from destinations ourside

India and cases where a pre-
flight test was not conduc-
ted. The regulator has also
empowered authorities to
order breath analyser exam-
inations at their discretion.

Notably, the CAR specifies
that when a designated VIP
is to be carried on board, op-
erators must ensure that
crew members assigned to
such flights undergo pre-
flight breath analyser test-
ing.

In another major change,
the new norms have beenap-
plied to non-scheduled oper-
ators, flying training insti-
tutes and  government
aviation departments.

Additionally, the regula-
tion reiterated thar no pilor,
cabin crew member or other
operating crew member may
consume aleohol within 12
hours before the commence-
ment of a flight.
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Non-scheduled Flights,
Uncontrolled Airfields
Under Scanner, says Naidu

New Delhi: The government is conducting a "very thoro-
ugh study” of fight operations by non-scheduled opera
tors and uncontrolled airfields to look at areas where steps
noed to be taken, acoording to Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammaohan Naidu

Flight operations by Non-Scheduled Operators (NSOPs)
have come under increased regulatory scrutiny in the wa-
ke of the fatal crash of a VSR Ventures-owned LearJet 45
plane that killed Maharashtra Deputy Chiel Minister Ajit
Powar and four others on January 26

Thie Directornte General of Clvil Aviation (DGCA) has al

ready initiated a special safety audit of NSOPs

O earlier this month. Naidu told PTI that the civil

aviation ministry isdoing a “thorough study ™ of
the NSOPs, as well as the uncontrolled airfields

Areas where samething needs to be done with respect to
NSOPs and uncontrolbed slrfields will be looked [nto, he
sl

On.January 28, VSR Ventures' Learfet 45, carrying Pawar
and four others, crashed near the Baramati alrport, and
the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is ex
pected to very soon come out with its preliminary report
on the fatal accident.

NSOPs are generally those entities that do not have a fix
od schedule for operators and mostly operate chartered
flight=. Baramati isan unconivolied airfield, and traffic in-
formation is provided by instructors/pilots from the fly
ing training organisations at that place —PTI
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Uncontrolled
airports are
being studied,
says Minister

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The government is con-
ducting a “very thorough
study” of flight operations
by non-scheduled opera-
tors and uncontrolled air-
fields to look at areas
where steps need to be ta-
ken, according to Civil
Aviation Minister K. Ram-
mohan Naidu.

Flight operations by
Non-Scheduled Operators
(NSOPs) have come under
increased regulatory scru-
tiny in the wake of the fatal
crash of a VSR Ventures-
owned LearJet 45 plane
that killed Maharashtra De-
puty Chief Minister Ajit Pa-
war and four others on Ja-
nuary 28.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has already initiated a spe-
cial safety audit of NSOPs
earlier this month.
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‘Govt conducting thorough study of
non-scheduled operators, airfields’

Directorate General of Civil Aviation has already initi-
ated a special safety audit of NSOPs earlier this month

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment is conducting a “very
thorough study” of flight oper-
ations by non-scheduled opera-
tors and uncentrolled airfields
to look al areas where steps
need Lo be taken, according 1o
Civil Aviation Minister K Ram-
mohan Maidu.

Flight operations by Non-
Scheduled Operators (NSOPs)
have come under increased
regulatory seruting in the
wake of the fatal erash of a
VSR Ventures-owned Lear et
45 plane that killed Maha-
rashira Deputy Chiel Minister
Ajit Pawar and four others on
January 28.

~ The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation [(DGCA)
has already initiated a special
safety audit of NSOPs earlier
this month.

Nuidu said that the civil avi-
ation ministry is doing a “thor-
ough study” of the NSOPs,
as well as the uncontrolled
airfields.

Areas where something
neads to be done with respect
to NS0OPs and uncontrolled
airfields will be looked into,
he said.

On January 28, VSR Ven-
tures’ Learjet 45, carrying
Pawar and four others, crashed
near the Baramat] airport, and
the Aircraft Accident Investiga-

‘Areas where
something needs
to be done with
respect to NSOPs
& uncontrolled
airfields will be
locked into'

tion Bureau {AAIB) is expected
Lo very soon come ot with its
prefiminary report on the fatal
accident.

MNSOPs are grnl:mﬂ}' those
entities that do not have a
fixed schedule for aperators
and mostly operate chartered
flights.

Baramati is an uncontrolled
airfield, and traffic informa-
Hon is Frm‘ldn.l by instructors/
pilets from the fying training

organisations at that place.

An uncontrolled aero-
drome 15 an aerodrome with-
out a control lower, or one
where the tower is not in oper-
ation, according o the website
SEYhrary.

In a detailed statement on
the Learfet 45 crash, the min-
istry, on January 28, said the
“aircraft was cleared to land on
runway 11 at 084315T; how-
ever, they did not give a read-
back of the Lnn:!.'i:l.g clearance”.

“Next, the ATC saw the
flames around the thresh-
old of runiway 11 at 0844 IST.
The emergency services then
rushed to the crash site” it had
said.

Meanwhile, the minister, on
the sidelines of an event here
this week, also said the focus is
to boost airlines with smaller
operations.
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IndiGo
faces fine
in relation

to input
tax credit

Vi

NEW DELHI: IndiGo
on Friday said it has been
slapped with a penalty of lit-
tle over Rs 1.27 crore related
to GST input tax credit
(ITC), and that it will chal-
lenge the order.

In a filing to the BSE,
the airline’s parent Inter-
Globe Aviation said it has
been denied input tax credit
availed, and has received
demand along with inter-
est and penalty by Office of
the Joint Commissioner of
State Tax, (Appeals) IV Ban-
dra, Mumbai.

“The company believes
that the order passed by the
authorities is erroneous and
it has a strong case on mer-
its, backed by advice from
external tax advisors,” it
added.

The fine totalling Rs 1.27
crore is for the July 2017 to
March 2018 period.

While noting that there
is no significant impact on
financials, the company
also said it would contest
the same before the appro-
priate authority. il



AIFEF'L}H 'S AUT HGPET‘!’ OF iNUiﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVEHARAT TIMES DELHT 16 FEBRUAEY 2026

fSTM Mt 1,000 A
SITeT qreiel @t Al

m NBT foe, =F foelt: 3w % T =
AT e e wE diveee o ¥
1,000 B it e S el s 2
Ty forim & ol = 7 B iR R 5000 B
T TET TR A e o) TS
T FT S T ow o
ceni R R e
FnreT TNt i | e 3 S,
TEHEE TR A‘-lmg

o T T TR ;
i S Py
FSH T = Forpel 3 AR TR 12 99 A
PR E AT e o W ¥ s O 9 T
e difer &t mE sl e &
e TR TR TN A

®i DECA %19 o 9
TR 3§ T R i o & vt o
1 ol 3 anmn o 8 T | ol oroeE W
TR T T i T e T A e
AT FTH T 7= | UF S i S T
ﬁmﬁmﬁ#wﬁﬁ%mﬁh%
= fon g g ET T




fﬁﬁ?PajﬂlEBAljiﬁﬂﬁﬂle(JFiNLHﬁu

Corporate Communications Directorate

SWATANTRALZ BHARAT LUCENOW 15 FEBRUARY 2026

U3ME 3f3e1 Uelise o

@Wad 9nd = AEas|
TETE A T U e faum
H gni ofr w He fug my
TEE § o O W s
TG T O 3 IEE 3 T
¢ % T AN o 2ET e
3 yferm & fowmm & #1 mm
2 e FE T e wa
% AEE A e §
e T S A
T e TR = AT
T T AT 4 | g
5 He Y T faam )|

AeE fam s wem A
=am- | et et i ain
T =i w2 & WY A |
TEAE T AR F @ o1 AR
fererr e & feme fomm em)
cEcefereialce i i
AR ATE TR T IR
T H A T TR A
A T T o, ot 3
B E T T A w6

W W A IR WY AR
F W oTE @ fEm WA
FiZaF Wi R A A
HAMT e, & 5 EiET 9
#F o 3 v =i
I9F 9% W A AR 9 F
e it fiaems Zot frerm
=t

T el A T RS
FiE 11 F9 TETF TR W
TR I, T e o AT @
Ve T A e T
THARA Fi 2R 4 o freme
= 0 TE &1 TR 1 3
tfF R I iR W
AN W He A e o
#m form, o SR Hee
e g2 | RS e
Farn fF 3 39 uel 9 T
TRt R S ST R W E
¥ ofer % 3R, e 29
1 91 oo T &) i o 3R
7 390 I AT FH T



AIRPORTS AUTH

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TELEGRAPH

KOLEATA

15 FEBRUARY 2026

Bomb threat note on
IndiGo’s Shillong flight

OUR BUREAU

Caleutta: An IndiGo fllght to
Shillong had to be evacuated at
the Calcutta alrport on Satur-
day morning after a note sug-
gesting a possibie bomb threat
was found in the aircraft’s
lavatory.

AIrport sourees sald 1t was
an ATR 72 alreraft with 65 pas-
sengers an board.

A check was conducted,
but 1t yielded nothing, and
the flight departad over four
howurs after Its scheduled de-
parture, alrport officlals sakd.
The original depariure time
Wis around Sam.

“A securlty alert was re-
ported earller today durlng
boarding of IndiGo flight
GE-7304 scheduled o operate
from the Calcutia alrport to
Shillong after a suspicious
note was found on-board,” an
afrport officlal sald.

The hardwritten note, ndl-
cating a possibie bomb threat,
was discoverad in the aircraft
lavatory by one of the crew
members, sources sald, It had
the words “ Bomb in the flight”
written in English, they said

“AR & precautlonary meas-
ure, all passengers were de-

Security personnel at the

Calcwtta airport condnoct a
check after the bomb threat
on Saturday morning

boarded and the alrcraft was
moved {0 an 1solatlon bay.
Standard security protocols
ware followed and a thorough
Inspection was carrled out by
the concernid agencles. Upon
completton of all safiety checks
and clearance by security au-
thoritles, the alrcraft was de-
clared safe for operations. The
flight subsaguently departad
fior Shillong at 1.33pm. " the of-
fictal sald.

It 15 almost impossihle to
find out who left the note be-
cause the washroom does not
have CCTV caméras, alrport
sources said.

An IndiGo spokesper-
son sald: “A securlty threat
was noticed onboard IndiGo

fight 6E 7304... Following the
standard oporating procedurs
(S0P), we Informed the rele-
vant authorities immediataly
and are fully cooperating with
them In carrying out the nec-
ESBATY Security checks...”

Police sources said the pre-
Hminary Inguiry has revealad
that 4 tissue paper Was found
in the plane’s tollet.

“We recetved a complaint
from the Bomb Throdt Assess-
ment Commitiee, based on
which a case has heen started
agalnst unknown persons,”
sald Alshwarya Sagar, deputy
commissloner (alrport divi-
sion), Bidhannagar polics.

Dibrugarh tHight

A second security threat was
reporied on Saturday evening,
this Hme on IndlGo fight 6E-
6894, operating from IMbra-
garh to Calcutta. A suspicious
message, reportedly writtenin
lipstick Inslde the alrcraft tol-
let, indicated a pessible bomb
threat.

“The A-320 alrcraft land-
ed safely at 7.37pm and was
moved to the isolation bay as
per security protocols. All pas-
sengors woere safely deboard-
&d." the alriine said.
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38475 civiliandrones
registered across India

SHEKHAR S5INGH

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY15
Country’s cmalian  drone
ecosystern has expanded to
33475 repistered unmanned
aerial vehicle, with the Nation-
a Capitd Region (NCR)
aroounting for a sipnificant
shareinNorthIndia, acoording
to data (Gl January 31) recent-
ly placed in Padivment.

The figures reflect a widen-
ing footprint of regulated drone
operations acmss  states,
influding border and hill
mregions, under the Centre's
evolving aviation frmework.

Data tabled in the Lok Sabha
reveals that in north India, Del-
I has 3.070 registered dmones,
followed by Harvana with

Delhi leads in North with
3070 registrations; Hry
accountsfor 2,179

217, Punjab (285), Jammu
and Kashmir (201} and
Himachal Pradesh (146), indi-
cating a sharper concentration
in and around the NCR than in
naghbounng apranan and
mountainous states,

Chandigarh has 56 registened
drones, while Ladakh has
reported zero registrations so
far The numbers, as on Janu-
ary 31, 20268, are based on
Unique Identification Num-
bers (UINs) issued by the
Directorate General of Chil
Avdation {DGCA)



	AU DL 16FEB2026.JPG
	DB DL 16FEB2026.JPG
	HH DL 16FEB2026.JPG
	HH DL 16FEB2026A.JPG
	MP-KOL-15 FEB.JPG
	MP-KOL-15 FEB-A.JPG
	NBT DL 16FEB2026.JPG
	ST-KOL-15 FEB.JPG
	TG-KOL-15 FEB.JPG
	TOI-HYD-15 FEB.JPG
	BL DL 16FEB2026.JPG
	ET DL 16FEB2026.JPG
	HH DL 16FEB2026.JPG
	HU-ND-16 FEB.jpg
	MP DL 16FEB2026.jpg
	MP-KOL-15 FEB.JPG
	NBT DL 16FEB2026.JPG
	SB-LUC-15 FEB.JPG
	TG-KOL-15 FEB.JPG
	TRI DL 16FEB2026.JPG

