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Centre okays Greenfield airport near Diphu

CORRESPONDENT

DIPHU, Feb 14: The Un-
1ion Minmistry of Civil Aviation
1s set to develop a Greenfield
airport in the Kartn Anglong
district of Assam. The said
airport 1s to be located ap-
proximately 61 kilometres
from the Dimapur Airport.

The announcement was
made by the Union Minister
of State for Civil Aviation,
Murlidhar Mohol, on Mon-
day while addressing a ques-
tion posed in Parliament by

Rajya Sabha MP Upendra
Kushwaha. Mohol also in-
formed that the Central gov-
ernment had granted in-prin-
ciple approval for 21 new
Greenfield airports through-
out the country, with 12 of
these airports being already
operational.

A Greenfield airport is con-
structed entirely on undevel-
oped land, thereby enabling
expansion of aviation net-
works without significant con-
straints. Work for the pro-
posed airport in Diphu has

progressed considerably, with
consultants SRV Techno En-
gineering Pvt Ltd and DSD-
NA (New Delhi) submitting
the final detailed project re-
port (DPR) to Tuliram Rong-
hang, the chief executive
member of the Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council.

The government of Assam
has acquired the requisite
land for the project with the
assistance of the Karbi An-
glong Autonomous Council.
The Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI) has been assigned

the tasks of conducting soil
investigation and topograph-
ical surveys with 90 per cent
of the allocated fund for these
activities being already dis-
bursed. The AAI is also set
to undertake detailed surveys
and construction planning
upon receiving final approv-
als from both the Central and
State authorities.

The airport, to be situated
at Chotalangfer (Borlangphar)
in Jamunapar Mouza under the
Diphu revenue circle, 1s ex-
pected to provide direct air

connectivity to major metro-
politan cities such as Kolkata,
Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai,
and Mumbai. In addition to
improving travel conven-
ience, the project s expected
to generate employment op-
portunities and speed up com-
mercial development in the
region.

The initiative of construct-
ing a Greenfield airport 1s a
part of the memorandum of
settlement (MoS) signed on
September 4, 2021, under
the Central government's

Special Development
Project (SDP), which empha-
sises infrastructure develop-
ment in Karbi Anglong.

The upcoming Greenfield
airport embodies significant
advancement in India’s aviation
aspirations and regional equi-
ty, addressing connectivity
challenges while driving socio-
economic transformation in
the Northeast. Stakeholders
are optimistic that the project
will promote tourism, trade,
and investment opportunities
n the underserved regions.
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AAIl organises
workshop on
infra projects

A rwo days workshopon major
infrastructure projects at AAl
dirporns, was being organdsed
by Airports Authorityof India
from 14 to 15 Febmary in New
Delhi Rammohan Naidu Kin-
jarapa, Union Ministerof Civil
Aviation in the augu st presenoe
of Murlidhar Mohaol, Union
Minister of State for Civil A

ationand Cooperition presided
over the opening ceremony
ofthe wordshop. Vumlunmang
Vualnam, Secretary, Minisry
of Cavil Aviation, Vipin Kum ar,
chairman, Airports Authority
of India, and senior officials
from MoCA, AAL DGCA, BCAS,
and other distinpuished stake

holders & industry partners
werealso present on the occa

sion. Murlidhar Mohol said,
“AAl remains a comersione
in achieving the povernment
of India’s ambitious vision of
Viksit Bharat @2047, shaping
the trajectory of Indin’s sviot on
landscape for years o come.”
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Aviation ministry pushes for better air links to Europe, Asia from city

RAJIBE CHAKRABORTY
OLKATA, 14 FEBRUARY

The ministry of civil aviation
has prioritised Kolkata airport
in a major push to enhance
international air connectivity,
facilitating better access to
Europe and Asia. Severalinter-
national carriers, including
Emirates, Qatar Airways, Sin-
Lufthansa, British Airways,
and Air India, are set to join
operations, further expanding
Kolkata's reach as a global
travel hub, sources said.
Union minister of civil avi-
ation, Rammohan Naidu Kin-
jarapu, has recognised Kolkata's
strategic importance and
directed focused efforts to
improve its connectivity. In
line with this, the ministry
has instructed Kolkata airport
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toattend a two-day workshop
in Delhi to discuss expansion
plans and operational improve-
mentsfrom Kolkata. Currently
Kolkata has limited direct
flight connections to Europe,
requiring travellers to rely on
connecting flights via major
hubs such asIstanbul, Dubai,
Bangkok, or Singapore. While
Kolkata enjoys strong con-
nectivity with southeast Asian
nations, the government is

=1

actively working to establish
direct links to European des-
tinations.

A senior official from the
civil aviation ministry stated:
“The Indian government is
committed to transforming
city airport into a key hub for
flights to both Europe and
southeast Asia. Addressing
challenges such as airline
interest and infrastructure
limitations is a priority in this
endeavour.” As part of this

initiative, major international
airlines, including Emirates,
QatarAirways, Singapore Air-
lines, Turkish Airlines,
Lufthansa, British Airways,
and AirIndia, are expected to
expand their operations
through their respective hubs,
ENSUringim conmectivity
to global destinations.

This expansion aligns with
the 100-year celebration of
Kolkata airport, underscoring
its historical significance and
future potential. Given its geo-
graphical advantage, Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national (NSCBI) Airport is
poised to play a crucial role
in India’s aviation growth
strategy, particularlyinstrength-
ening connectionswith Europe
and Asia. With the implemen-
tation ofthis initdative, travellers
from Kolkata will benefit from

moreaffordable and conven-
ientintemnational travel options,
reinforcing the city's position
asapivotalhubin India's avi-
ationsector. "l alsourged our
officials to be globally com-
petitive as we must set new
benchmarks in speed and
execution without compro-
mising on quality. This 2-day
workshopbrings together AAL
officials fromdifferent zones,
fostering greater collaboration
and a unified approach to
strengthen our civil aviation
Sector.

“Inaugurated AAI's work-
shop onMajor Infrastructure
Projects today, applauding
AAl's efforts in advancing
regional connectivity, embrac-
ing digital innovation, and
championing sustainability,"
Minister Kinjarapu todaywrote
on his X-handle.
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As Chennai finally embarks on a journey to construct a new airport, it is worth
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reminiscing how the traditional gateway to South India got left behind

Dia Rekhi

n 1993, when Dun & Bradstreet, a
leading information research
company, wanted to set up its in-
house technology centre in India,
it was a toss-up between Madras
and Bangalore.

Back then, the pendulum swung in fa-
vour of the former.

What helped was that the city had high-
quality talent, a US consulate, a service-
oriented work culture and an internation-
al airport—something Karnataka’'s
capital city could not boast of at the time.

“This in-house technology centre, which
later became Cognizant, emerged as one of
the top three employers in the private sector
inthestateand the country;” says Ramkumar
Ramamoorthy, partner, Catalincs, and for-
mer CMD, Cognizant India.

Time passed.

In 1996, Madras became Chennai. In
2014, Bangalore became Bengaluru.

Here's a thought exercise. If there was a
race today between Bengaluru and
Chennai for a human capital-intensive,
mega foreign investment, how would it
play out?

Likely, very differently.

The one thing you can be certain of is
that Chennai’s airport will not tip the
scales in its favour. In fact, in Bengaluru's
case, the city’s airport has become a talk-
ing point, especially with the swanky new
Terminal 2.

For a country where foreign investment
over the past few decades has been key to
catalysing the economy, having a half-de-
cent introduction on arrival can swing
things dramatically.

It isn't that Tamil Nadu has
done shabbily in these last
couple of decades. Far
fromit, since it boasts
the second high-
est gross state
domestic
prod-

ner
(GSDP) in
India. The ques-
tion is what could have
been if it had an airport that
matched its stature as the traditional
gateway to the south of India, and that is
certainly one area where the city could
have done better.
It wasn’t always like this.

GLORIOUS PAST

Madras was one of the earli-
est cities in the country to get
an airport. Businessman
Alagappa Chettiar’s Jupiter
Airways operated a Madras-
Delhi service out of the
airstrip near St
Thomas Mount,
which was later ex-
panded into
Meenambakkam
aerodrome, named
after the nearby
village.

With aircraft
services being few
and far between,
the runway was also

The Tamil Nadu
government is making
moves to establish a second
airport in the city. The location
is Parandur, 75 km outside
Chennai. The state also has big
plans for the proposed
Hosur airport

used for the races conducted
by the Madras Motor Sports Club, before
1t shifted to Sholavaram in 1955, says
Sriram V, writer and city chronicler, in a
blog post

It was political push that changed the status
of the airport in the 1950s. “Air facilities to
Madras owed much to K Kamaraj who kept
fighting for them during the 1950s and 1960s,”
writes Sriram. Thanks to that, Madras was
connected to Colombo,
Hyderabad, Bombay,
Delhi, Calcutta,

Bangalore,
Coimbatore,
Cochin, Trivandrum,
Maduraiand Trichy.

Over the years, according to Sriram,
Air India started operating more interna-
tional routes, with Madras getting connect-
ed to cities in Egypt, Greece, Italy, France,
England, Burma, Malaya, Singapore,
Australia, Hong Kong and Japan.

In the 1950s and '60s, the only overseas op-
erator flying out of Madras was Air Ceylon.
By the timethe "70s hit, moreforeign airlines
began touching down at Madras.

J Krishnan, former president of an in-
dustry association, says historically,
Chennai airport was the hub for the en-
tire South —undivided Andhra Pradesh,

While there was a period
when progress of our
airport slowed, this
government has
recognised the critical role
airports play indriving
industrial growth and
investment, and we
have taken decisive
steps to catchup and
surpass expectations”
T.R.B.RAJAA,
Industries Minister, Tamil Nadu

7,

Karnataka, Kerala
and even parts of
Odisha.

“That was the premium position the
Madrasairportenjoyed logistically,” says
Krishnan. “Compared with Mumbai and
Delhi’s Safdarjung airport, it was a very
efficient airport. And in the '80s and even
till the early '90s, many flights would land
in Chennai and not Bangalore. So
Chennai thought it had an invincible mo-
nopoly. It was hubris.”

BIG SHIFT

Then Bangalore happened.

Inthenoughties, Bangalore upped theante.
Following the likes of the Narita airport in
Japan, it established an ultra-modern facili-
ty way outside the city, with room to grow.

This has made a huge difference. In 2023,
ateam of senior executives from Foxconn
led by CEO and Chairman Young Liu be-
gan awalkthrough of Terminal 2, followed
by adetailed presentation by senior execu-
tives from the Bengaluru International
Airport Ltd (BIAL) on cargo infrastruc-
ture and facilities at the airport.

Liu and his team were seemingly im-
pressed by what they saw, particularly the
cargo handling. “The efficiency of cargo
handling at the airport does have a sig-
nificant bearing on our operations and
metrics, as we rely on air freight for our
multiple products, to a considerable ex-
tent,” Liu said in a letter to the then
Karnataka CM Basavaraj Bommai.

Krishnansays that model was picked up by
Hyderabad. “The Chennaiairportremained
an anchored ship. It never moved forward.
Today, many people prefer to bring cargo to
Bengaluru where the Customs clear it and,
within eight hours, they bring it to the facto-

Madras Airport:
Flight Down
Memory Lane

e Madras was one of the first cities
in India to get an airport

» Alagappa Chettiar’'s Jupiter
Airways operated a Madras-Delhi
service from an airstrip

# The airstrip expanded to become
the Meenambakkam aerodrome

e By 1959, Madras was connected
to Hyderabad, Bombay, Delhi and
Calcutta; plus the Bombay-
Colombo flight stopped at Madras

» Air Ceylon was the only overseas
operator from Madras inearly years

* Then Air India operated
international routes, connecting
Madras to cities in Egypt, Greece,
Italy, France, England, Burma,
Malaya, Singapore, Australia, Hong
Kong and Japan

* By the 1970s, more foreign airlines
began touching down at Madras

* With a new passenger terminal
coming up in the 1980s near
Tirusulam, the old Meenambakkam
terminal was dedicated to cargo

Source: V Sriram, writer & Chennai chronicler

ries in Sriperumbudur,” says Krishnan, add-
ing, “This takes less time than what it takes
to get it cleared from Chennaiairport.”

“What was a competitive advantage for
the state in the nineties is not even a com-
petitive parity today,” laments
Ramamoorthy.

What complicates this are issues such as
parking spaces—many wide-bodied cargo
aircraft are diverted to Bengaluru because

there
is inade-
quate parking at
Chennai—anddwindling
international connectivity, espe-
cially after the pandemic.

Ravichandran Purushothaman, presi-
dent of Danfoss India, says there should
be more direct connections from Chennai
to Europe, especially the Nordic coun-
tries. “Daily flights to Amsterdam or
Copenhagen will enhance trade and com-
merce. India’s engineering services and
IT exports are increasing to the Nordic
nations and other countries in Europe so
it will be highly productive if direct
flights are operated,” he says.

Krishnan reckons the airport suffered
fromasenseof general apathy. “When Nokia
was at its peak, they had to take an appoint-
ment with the PMO and give a representa-
tion that Chennai airport needs a covered
area for cargobecause the phones werelyving
outside, getting wet in the rain,” he says.

The changing nature of politics through
the 1990s didn’t help.

Krishnan sayvs, “The neglect of the infra-
structure can be attributed to the airport
being centrally ruled and the state being
an opposition-ruled one.”

That contributed to Chennai not follow-
ing Bengaluru and Hyderabad in going
for greenfield airports and privatisation.
Existing airports in Mumbai and Delhi
were privatised, leaving behind Kolkata
and Chennai as the odd ones out.

Such apathy meanta critical opportunity
to find ideal parcels of land at a relatively
cheaprate waslost, even though vast tracts
were easily available outside the city.

“The Airports Authority of India (AAI)
thought the airport was going to be priva-
tised so they washed their hands of it,"”
says Krishnan, adding. “Capital expendi-
ture almost came to a standstill, which
added to the fall. Now they realise that
things are not going to head towards pri-
vatisation of this facility so they are get-
ting some investment done to upgrade the
facility from horrible tougly.”

Things reached the nadir in 2015, when
much of the airport got submerged in the
flood. Images of aircraft stranded in flood
waters were shared across the world.

THE PARANDUR PROMISE

It was clear that if all these go unad-
dressed, it could impact economic growth

and
employ-
ment generation
in the state.

That is probably why the
Tamil Nadu government is finally

port in the city.

The location is Parandur, 75 km outside
the city.

Reportedly, tenders for concessionaires
—private entities who will build and op-
erate theairport, like in Bengaluru—will
be out by March.

Already, this has become a political hot
potato, with protests intensifying against
the displacement of villages at the pro-
posed site. The newly established politi-
cal party, Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK)and its chief, actor Vijay, areamong
those who have voiced their concerns.

Chennai airport is hobbled by
issues like parking spaces—many
wide-bodied cargo aircraft are
diverted to Bengaluru because
there is inadequate parking

at Chennai—and dwindling
international connectivity,
especially after the pandemic

The state’s industries minister, TRB
Rajaa, says Tamil Nadu is fully committed
to the plan. “While there was a period
when progress of our airports slowed,
this government has recognised the
critical role airports play in driving
industrial growth and investment, and
we have taken decisive steps to catch up
and surpass expectations,” he says. This,
he adds, is not limited to Chennai and that
the government has spent more than
Z2,100croretoacquireland in Coimbatore
as well, and is looking forward to “swift
action” from AAIL

He says the state also has big plans for
the proposed Hosur airport which, he
says, will be a game-changer, not least be-
cause of its proximity to Bengaluru.

Karnataka, worried of the effect this
will have on the preeminence of
Bengaluru, has moved to announce a sec-
ond airport which, in effect, will mean
three civilian airports in relatively close
proximity to the citw.

Some would eall it overkill, but it could
trigger more growth in the region. It is
also a symbol of the spirit of competitive
federalism that could underpin the next
cycle of India’s economic engine.

That is arosy picture for the future.

Until then, however, it will be a few more
years of the same drudgery:

dia.rekhitawtimesofindia.com
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Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

ndia is now open to re-
l viewing Singapore’s

request for a liberal-
ised air service agreement,
potentially allowing more
flights and expanded ac-
cess to Indian airports — a
shift from its stance in re-
cent years.

“The government is
open to considering de-
mands for a revision in bi-
lateral agreements for Sin-
gapore but Indian airlines
have to first utilise the seat
capacity allocated under
these agreements,” a se-
nior official of the Civil
Aviation Ministry told The
Hindu on the condition of
anonymity.

A bilateral air service
agreement (ASA) is a treaty
between two countries
that allows airlines to pro-
vide air connectivity.
These specify the number
of flights or seats allocated
to the two countries, apart
from the airports that can
be served.

Following a surge in tra-
vel post pandemic, there
have been demands from
the UAE, Qatar, Singapore,
Turkiye, and several other
countries for enhanced

Rising demand: The UAE, Singapore, Qatar, Turkiye, and others

15 FEBRUARY 2025

India may review Singapore’s
call for raising flight quota

It has also sought nod to access more Indian airports; several countries have made such requests,
but govt. has been reluctant to accept the demands fearing loss of passengers for Indian airlines

have asked for enhanced seat allocation. PTI

seat allocation, but the go-
vernment has been reluc-
tant to accede to these de-
mands fearing loss of
passengers for Indian air-
lines, with Qatar Airways
and Emirates redirecting
passengers bound for the
U.S. and Europe through
their hubs in Doha and Du-
bai.

Air India has placed
large aircraft orders and
has been expanding direct
flights to far-flung interna-
tional destinations.

But there is no policy
change for the West Asian
countries yet, according to
the official.

Singapore Airlines and
its low-cost subsidiary,
Scoot, have fully exhausted
the number of seats they
are allowed to deploy on
Indian routes, while Indian
carriers are “almost at seat
cap”, according to indus-
try and diplomatic sourc-
es.

Last year, Brian Torrey,
general manager for India
and West Asia at Scoot,
told journalists that along
with more seats there was
a need for bilateral agree-
ments to provide permis-
sion to fly to more Indian
airports.

The two sides last re-

vised a memorandum of
understanding on air ser-
vices in April 2013. The
agreement provides
28,700 seats each to the
two sides to and from se-
ven airports in Mumbai,
Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata,
Hyderabad, Bengaluru,
and Coimbatore. This is in
addition to unlimited seat-
ing capacity to 18 points in
India which is available for
all ASEAN countries, in-
cluding Singapore.

‘Flights are full’

“The flights are full, and
there is scope to work on
the expansion of the air
services agreement that
benefits both countries
and economies,” Singapo-
rean President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam told
journalists during his visit
to India last month.

Last November, Singa-
pore Airlines acquired
25.1% stake in Air India al-
lowing the former to bol-
ster its presence in India.

The decision to review
Singapore’s demand
comes at a time Delhi’s se-
cond airport, Noida Inter-
national Airport, is expect-
ed to open in mid-April
and needs access to top
global markets to grow.



AN

m
YR =g Sy

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

JAAN SATTA

DELHI

16 FEBRUARY 2025

gferd 3Te H JreT 1 v fora, e

I B | TEel Sl

o

T aTeET
e AET, 15 B |

TGS T ATgEed A ST
FATS 373 & e o el wek W
gl 3 W1 FE ¢ | TR o we AT
e F o@e faeell oRfiam o
A o faei | o are gl & aed
el EATE F1 A A A E | THE fo
ofera siTgEa A e el w e g 2

qferd 1 W & B oA % g
uﬁwa:r % fau wdqd 4 A, 1ew

q—rafw NI A A A
wﬂaﬂ | B W3 3
ﬁmﬂmm@m: mﬁmqag

chl

- @1, g1 3¢ B IR

¥ e & | oo v d O B

A 3 T BN | I R WO H

& 79 94 @1 &1 I | Pl &R
9t T A S R

Wﬂ:mfﬁzﬁmnamm
FE T W AW ¥, AR W AR
ATETE T AT B O

ferer =1 AT & o we e A,
T, ¥TYE, TAEIET, WYA H AEA T
Tl = =2 FE FEA 2, A gw A
T T2 | Wf gHEEd, SEg ° A

rETeRToT S

T A AT AR A E gl 4 E
Hrﬂwmaﬁmsmmﬁwm
ﬁwﬁﬁﬂwmqﬁmﬁu AT
R, WA HeE, TEREed W T EF
T TeEE W OFE A 9w et
TR} & 9 T T

131 T 03 | i = e, BT A
Ofi=rer sde W gEad 1 92 =7 §
IqF FATE g & TAA A A A =
o =g T 99 A9 A A |

FE GHA TN AG FIE AR T
T T EA T A HIE 22,5
A AT F S | A T 6 A
W g wEm W gm-faEew % Ao
AT = TR



Corporate Communications Directorate

PIONEER DELHI 16 FEBRUARY 2025

Bengaluru airport to have train connectivity to city

PIOMEER NEWS SERVICE B
BENGALURL/NEW DELHI

‘I‘u beat the chronic traffic
prul.'llfrn in silicon city
Bengaluru. the  Indian
Railways in a first of its kind
has announced to connect the
rn::lmpl::lilun to the Bengaluru
Airport. Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said that, in
addition to road, metro ral,
and suburban railway services
provided by the State
government, Indian Railways
will also introduce a train
travel option from
Kempegowda International
Airport to Bengaluru city.

However, he noted thatl a few
technical challenges need to be
addressed before this can be
impll:m-rnln:d and the Rail way
team is working on resolving

them.

Addressing  media,
Vaishnaw said that people

currently have access (o
Bengaluru airport via Metro
Rail, road, and the suburban
I_d.il'r\-'-il:r' project managed b}'
the Rail Infrastructure
Development Company
{Karnataka) (K-RIDE).

K-RIDE, a joint venture
between the Centre and the

state, is under construction
and aims 1o enhance urban rail
connectivity. “Apart from
Metro Rail, road and K-RIDE,
we are also creating a railway
connechivity oplion Lo the
airport,” Vaishnaw said. He
recalled that during his last
visit, he travelled by train from
the airport to the cty.

"I realised it was a

Bengaluru airport to have train...

From page 1

Vaizhnaw mentioned that
during his visits, he has been
reviewing the progress of the
K-RIDE suburban railway
project in detail “Each time,
the major challenge has been
the lack of technieal
personnel. 1 will request the
slale povernment Lo a.[:ll:lu:in[ a
full-time MD from the

Railway technical cadre
Without this, progress will be
slow,” he said.

Regarding the circular rail
project around Bengaluru, he
said the concept has now been
finalised. “Bengaluru  is
connected to the city by seven
railway spokes. Aboul a year
and a half ago, we introduced
the idea of a circular rail
network,” he explained. The

Minister also addressed ssues
related 1o metro  train
manu!hulunng.

".‘l.|[]1uulﬁ1 this does not fall
under the railway's purview,
we will do our best 1o ensure
that the ]:l'l.‘l:JFIr_' of Bengaluru
get pood facilities, which is
the priority. We should not
get into whether this falls
under the state or Centres

domain,” he pointed out.

comiortable 40 to 45-minuiie
ride. However, there were
SOqTIE technical iss0es,
particularly the need to
construet a rail flyover The
team has now completed the
necessary work and they
presented the concept to me
today. T will share it with you
soon. This will bring
significant relief to the people,”
the Minister said.

He also emphasised the
importance of suburban and
melro projects for Btnguluru,
a city with a population of 1.5
crore, “Its a very large city, and

we need to rapidly expand

metro and  suburban  rail
networks. The state and
Centre must work In a
synchronised manner.” he
pointed out.

Conlinued on page 2
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8-km rail line from KIA to city soon

6.25-km stretch of the line will be elevated and 1.65 km will be underground, says Vaishnaw

EXPRESS NEWS SERVILE @ Bergiuna

MINISTER for Railways Ash-
winl Valshnaw on Saturday an-
nownced his ministry's plan to
implement a railway project
connecting Kempegowda ln
termEt lonal Alrport (KIA)with
Bengaluru city As per the plan,
i dedicated 7.9 km rail e will
e Lald between Doddajala and
KIA. A 6.25km stretch of the
line will be elevated and 1.65
km underground.

“Apart from the road, metro
and suburban rail Hnks, we an:
creating another rallway net-
waork to KTA,” Vaishnaw told
reporters. He said during his
last vislt, he travelled by train
from KIA tothe city “It was a
comfortable 40 to 45minute
ride. However, the proposed
project Gaced technical ssues
It needs a railway flyover

A team of exports proesented
a report today, T will share it
with you soon. This will bring
gignificant reliel to people,”
Valshnaw said. Emphasising
the need for swharban and met
ro rall projects for Bengalur
he said the Union and state
pover nments should work in
tandem to implement them of
the earliest,

Vaishnaw expressed disap-
paintment over execution of
subtirban milway praject work

W will submit a proposal to the State governmaent I i agrees, we
will depute railway officials tol -RIDE to expedite the project. The
miéndstry will taks steps to incresss Bengaksru's rall ne twork ansa_

Ashwini Vaishnaw, Minister fostal ways

by Karnataka Rall Infrastrue-
ture Development Company
{K-RIDE]. It laeks techniend ex-
pertise, he said and appealed to
the state government to ap
polnt a full-time MD and
amund 13 technically qualified
peraonnel to K-RIDE

“Without this progress will
be slow. People have high hopes,
amd to realise them, we need a
strong techndeal oam, ™ he add
ed, *We will submit a proposal
io the state government, IT it
agrees, we will depute raibvay
officiak to K-RIDE to expedite

the project,” the minister sald.
He said another major chal
lenge was the milreof enders
for train seis (ralling stock)
thires times

“I conducted a detailed re
view this moming. The Rail-
ways will soon propose to sup
ply trainsg for Bengaluru
suburban rail project,”
Vaishnaw said, expressing dis-
satisfction over K-RIDE's ten
ders. He made a presentation
on the circular rail project
aroumd Bengoluro The concopt
hns been Analised and iF imple-

‘Centre has nothing to do
with Metro fare hike'

Vashnaw took s trong exception
o the Congress government in
the state bl aming the Centre for
Matmo fane hike. *The fact is that
the responsibility les with the
state government, Metro projects
are basicall y governed by state
povernments as they will be
knoswiing the ground realities with
powers to make decslons. 50,
guastion the CM to know the
reasans for Metro fare hike, The
Fane Fixation Committes (FFC)
was not formed by Delhl. &
proposal should be prepared by
the state government. The state
ks responsible for Matm services,”
he clarified,

mented, It will help the city
ense traffic congestion

“"Bengaluru 15 connected by
seven milway spokes. About a
year ago, we introdaced the
fdea of a cireular rail net-
work,” he said.

Vaishnaw said that his min
=try will take steps to increase
Bengaluwru's rafl netwark area
in take more trains and dis-
patch them from the present
W traing per day (o400 per day
in around six years ina phased
marmmer This will help abolish
the walting 1ist.
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Airport-Kilambakkam metro
to run above elevated road

Shincd Akkaraparambs!

Project Cost
Estimated At
79,335 crore

Ram.Sundaram
atimesofindia.com

Chennai: After extensive deli-
berations, the design for Air-
port-Kilambakkam metro ex-
tension has been finalised.
The revised plan will have met-
rotrains running at level-2and
an elevated road at levell
along GST Road.

The detailed project report
(DPR), estimating the project
cost at 9,335 crore, was sub-
mitted for govt's approval
Spanning 15.46 km, the exten-
sion will pass through Pallava-

-am, Chromepet, Tambaram,
Perungalathur, and Vandalur,
featuring 13 elevated stations
and a depot opposite Kilam-

LEVEL UP: An artist's impression of the CMRL project

bakkam bus terminal,
Intermediate ramps near
Tambaram will provide access
to Outer Ring Road, and the
elevated road will extend into
Kilambakkam bus stand with
scope for future expansion to
Chengalpet, said T Archunan,
director (projects), CMREL.
The final design aligns
with the St Thomas Mount-Po-

onamallee metro  corridorn,
which features two levels. Mi-
nor modifications will be ma-
de to the rotary flyovers at Pal-
lavaram and Chromepet to
maintain uninterrapted stra-
ight traffic while ensuring ac-
cess for crossing vehicles.
South Chennai residents
have welcomed the DPR,
which was under review since

2018. “We urge govt to approve
it in the upcoming budget and
send it to Centreforclearances
and funding,” said Dayvanand
Krishnan, a Tambaram-based
resident-activist who has repe-
atedly petitioned CMRL and
state. He noted that construe-
ting both metro and the eleva-
tedd road simultaneously wo-
uld prevent delays seen in past
projects. “Unlike Anna Salai,
where highways department
is building an elevated corri-
dor nearly a decade after met-
ro construction, this plan for
GST Road will minimise traf-
ficdisruptions.”

The initial metro plan lack-
ed an elevated road, with
CMRL proposing an 18-20m
high corridor Highways de-
partment pushed for integra-
tion, but a parallel layout with
three columns was ruled oui
as impractical. A level-3 metro
and level2 road option was
considered but dropped due to
high costs.
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Supersonic aircraft
are being tested in
the US, but are
they sustainable?

VAISHALI DAR

AST MONTH, THE successful

launch of the first supersonic

flight of Boom Supersonic

XB-1 demonstrator aircraft

took placeat the Mojave Air &
SpacePort in California. The American
technology company designing
supersonic airliners plans to incorpo-
rate this technology, called Boomless
Cruise, into another airiner, called
Overture,and expects tobeginengine
core testing by the end of 2025.

Overture will be the world’s first
independently developed supersonic
jet and the first civil supersonic jet
made in America. This is after Con-
cordeflights were retired from service
in 2003,

Apart from Boom, which has con-
ducted successful trials, there are
other companies exploring super-
sonic space and working on
aircraft. Exosonic, Spike Aerospace,
Lockheed Martinand NASAaredevel-
oping technologies on supersonic pas-
sengeraircraft.

However, Boom projects a market
for up to 1,000 supersonic airliners,
serving 500 viable routes, with fares
comparable to business class. Boom's
Overture can fly at Mach 1.7 and can
go intoservicein 2029, envisioned as
the "fastest and most sustainable
supersonic airliner”, according to the
company website, transporting up to
88 passengers at 1.7 times the speed
of sound.

Sowhat does flying supersonically
mean? It can drastically decrease
flight time. The Overture can fly at
Mach 1.7, and the company claims a
trip from New York to Rome on Over-
ture couldtake just four hours and 40
minutes, instead of eight hours.

"XB-1's supersonic flight demon-
strates that the technology for pas-
senger supersonic flight has arrived,’
said Boom founder and CEO Blake
Scholl, adding "A small band of tal-
ented and dedicated engineers has
accomplished what previously took
governments billions of dollars. Next,

16 FEBRUARY 2025

we are scaling up the technology
on XB-1 for the Overture supersonic
aidiner. Qur ultimate goal is to bring
the benefits of supersonic flight to
everyone.' Scholl aims to make the jet
everything Concorde wasnot interms
of sustainability and accessibility.

But sustainabilityis a bigquestion.
Carbon emissions is one major con-
cern for the aviation industry, and
with globalairlines committedtonet-
zero aviation by 2050, supersonic
transport aircraft seem to pose a
threat of emissions.That'sbecause the
faster an aircraft flies, the more it is
energy-intensive. Supersonics use
powerful, narrow engines to produce
the high thrust needed to break the
sound barrier.

But the reason why Concorde
flights halted was due to excessive
cost, high fares,and loud noise. On a
regular flight, Concordes consumed
6,771 gallons of fuel, which quickly
exceeded the profit made from the
flight. In addition to that, onlya total
of 20 Concordes were built andnoair-
line ordered them except for Air
France and British Airways,who had
toastheywere state-runairlinesat the
time. Other restrictions included fly-
ing over the ocean because a sonic
boomcould shattertheglass of houses
and it generated enoughnoiseforres-
idents to complain.

Concorde was restricted to flying

FINANCIAL EXPRESS °un. 16 February 2023

READ TO LEAD

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76821256

transatlantic routes, taking off and
landing in New York, Washington,
London,and Paris.

Owerall, supersonics bum an
astonishing amount of fuel-between
fourandnine times more fuel perseat
kilometre than subscnics (which
account for all aircraft currently in
commercial operation),accordingto a
recent Massachusetts Institute of
Technology(MIT) report submitted to
the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA). As a result,
this is bound to havea disproportion-
ate climate impact. A recent study by
the International Council on Clean
Transportation (ICCT), a Climate-
Works Foundation, explores whether
sustainable fuels can help reconcile
the twin goals of zero-emission avia-
tionand supersonicaircraft.

supported by the Aspen Institute
and MIT's Laboratory for Aviation and
the Environment (LAE), the st udy
models the economics, operations,
and emissions of new supersonic
aircraft operated on both a conven-
tional“Jet A" fossil fueland a synthetic
“e-kerosene” generated from renew-
able electricity.

The ICCT/ MIT report concludes
that using sustainable fuels in super-
sonics is not a viable solution. ICCT
believes thatsupersonicsshould meet
the same noise, air pollution,and CO2

standards as subsonic aircraft,
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IndiGo, Air India bet big on loyalty flyers

Daanish Anand

daanish.anand @ fivemint.com

NEW DELHI: India's two largest
airlines IndiGo and Air India,
which dominate the near-duop-
oly in domestic skies, are ramp-
ing up their frequent flyer pro-
grammes to gradually build
another potential revenue-gen-
eration source in a cut-throat
market.

Budget carrier IndiGo, oper-
ated by InterGlobe Aviation Ltd,
in October reached the mile-
stone of one million loyalty fly-
ers under IndiGo BluChip plan.
Tata Group-owned Air India
Group's loyalty membership,
Maharaja Club, has surged
threefold to about 10 million
since it completed merger with
Vistara in November last year.

“With flying population of
India rising, everyone is a poten-
tial customer,” said Ajay

Air India Group's loyalty membership, Maharaja Club, has
surged threefold to about 10 million post Vistara merger.

Awtaney, founder of Live From
A Lounge, which tracks the avia-
tion sector and frequent flyer
programmes (FFPs). “Thereis a
huge opportunity in the market,
with a potential of 30-40 million
members in the next three to five
years.” About 1613 million Indi-
ans travelled by air in 2024 in the

MINT

world's third-largest aviation
market, according to data by
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion. Ratings firm Icra Lid esti-
mates it to grow 7-10% in the
upcoming fiscal, riding on
higher incomes and deeper pen-
etration. But it's also tough to
make money ferrying air passen-

gers in the country with among
the highest tax on aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF), which accounts
for 30-40% of an airline’s cost.

In 2024, IndiGo had a market
share of 60.5% with 99.9 million
passengers, while Air India
group carried 45.8 million flyers.

“The IndiGo BluChip pro-
gramme has received an
extremely positive response,
with over one million members
enrolling within the first three
months of its launch (in Octo-
ber),” said a spokesperson for
IndiGo. Nipun Aggarwal, chief
commercial ofticer of Air India,
said in a 10 January media inter-
action that the enrolment rate
under the carrier FFP has
jumped from almost 30,000 a
menth to about 150,000 a
month.

Airlines globally offer FFPs in
an attempt to retain and grow
passenger base. The rewards

range from seat upgrades and
lounge access to free fight tick-
ets. These points can also be
redeemed at hotels, restaurants
and clothing brands. Airlines sell
these points to credit card pro-
viders, allowing their customers
to earn miles by not just flying
but also on household pur-
chases. Some airlines even offer
co-branded cards. Loyalty plans
are a substantial source of reve-
nue for larger overseas carriers.

By value, US" Delta Airlines
SkyMiles is the biggest at $27 bil-
lion. By members, American
Airlines ‘AAdvantage Program’
is the largest with more than
loyal flyers. There is no official
or analyst estimates available for
the valuation of Air India or
IndiGo’s FFPs. However, when
Jet Airways was grounded, its
frequent flyer programme with
about 10 million members was
valued at $1.13 billion.
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India may review Singapore’s
call for raising flight quota

It has also sought nod to access more Indian airports; several countries have made such requests,
but govt. has been reluctant to accept the demands fearing loss of passengers for Indian airlines

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

ndia is now open to re-
lviewing Singapore’s

request for a liberal-
ised air service agreement,
potentially allowing more
flights and expanded ac-
cess to Indian airports — a
shift from its stance in re-
cent years.

“The government is
open to considering de-
mands for a revision in bi-
lateral agreements for Sin-
gapore but Indian airlines
have to first utilise the seat
capacity allocated under
these agreements,” a se-
nior official of the Civil
Aviation Ministry told The
Hindu on the condition of
anonymity.

A bilateral air service
agreement (ASA) is a treaty
between two countries
that allows airlines to pro-
vide air connectivity.
These specify the number
of flights or seats allocated
to the two countries, apart
from the airports that can
be served.

Following a surge in tra-
vel post pandemic, there
have been demands from
the UAE, Qatar, Singapore,
Turkiye, and several other
countries for enhanced

am

Rising demand: The UAE, Singapore, Qatar, Turkiye, and others
have asked for enhanced seat allocation. PTI

seat allocation, but the go-
vernment has been reluc-
tant to accede to these de-
mands fearing loss of
passengers for Indian air-
lines, with Qatar Airways
and Emirates redirecting
passengers bound for the
U.S. and Europe through
their hubs in Doha and Du-
bai.

Air India has placed
large aircraft orders and
has been expanding direct
flights to far-flung interna-
tional destinations.

But there is no policy
change for the West Asian
countries yet, according to
the official.

Singapore Airlines and
its low-cost subsidiary,
Scoot, have fully exhausted
the number of seats they
are allowed to deploy on
Indian routes, while Indian
carriers are “almost at seat
cap”, according to indus-
try and diplomatic sourc-
es.

Last year, Brian Torrey,
general manager for India
and West Asia at Scoot,
told journalists that along
with more seats there was
a need for bilateral agree-
ments to provide permis-
sion to fly to more Indian
airports.

The two sides last re-

vised a memorandum of
understanding on air ser-
vices in April 2013. The
agreement provides
28,700 seats each to the
two sides to and from se-
ven airports in Mumbai,
Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata,

Hyderabad, Bengaluru,
and Coimbatore. This is in
addition to unlimited seat-
ing capacity to 18 points in
India which is available for
all ASEAN countries, in-
cluding Singapore.

‘Flights are full’

“The flights are full, and
there is scope to work on
the expansion of the air
services agreement that
benefits both countries
and economies,” Singapo-
rean President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam told
journalists during his visit
to India last month.

Last November, Singa-
pore Airlines acquired
25.1% stake in Air India al-
lowing the former to bol-
ster its presence in India.

The decision to review
Singapore’s demand
comes at a time Delhi’s se-
cond airport, Noida Inter-
national Airport, is expect-
ed to open in mid-April
and needs access to top
global markets to grow.



India may review Singapore’s
call for raising flicht quota

It has also sought nod to access more Indian airports; several countries have made such requests,
but govt. has been reluctant to accept the demands fearing loss of passengers for Indian airlines

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

ndia is now open to re-
lviewing Singapore’s

request for a liberal-
ised air service agreement,
potentially allowing more
flights and expanded ac-
cess to Indian airports — a
shift from its stance in re-
cent years.

“The government is
open to considering de-
mands for a revision in bi-
lateral agreements for Sin-
gapore but Indian airlines
have to first utilise the seat
capacity allocated under
these agreements,” a se-
nior official of the Civil
Aviation Ministry told The
Hindu on the condition of
anonymity.

A bilateral air service
agreement (ASA) is a treaty
between two countries
that allows airlines to pro-
vide air connectivity.
These specify the number
of flights or seats allocated
to the two countries, apart
from the airports that can
be served.

Following a surge in tra-
vel post pandemic, there
have been demands from
the UAE, Qatar, Singapore,
Turkiye, and several other
countries for enhanced
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Rising demand: The UAE, Singapore, Qatar, Turkiye, and others
have asked for enhanced seat allocation. PTI

seat allocation, but the go-
vernment has been reluc-
tant to accede to these de-
mands fearing loss of
passengers for Indian air-
lines, with Qatar Airways
and Emirates redirecting
passengers bound for the
U.S. and Europe through
their hubs in Doha and Du-
bai.

Air India has placed
large aircraft orders and
has been expanding direct
flights to far-flung interna-
tional destinations.

But there is no policy
change for the West Asian
countries yet, according to
the official.

Singapore Airlines and
its low-cost subsidiary,
Scoot, have fully exhausted
the number of seats they
are allowed to deploy on
Indian routes, while Indian
carriers are “almost at seat
cap”, according to indus-
try and diplomatic sourc-
es.

Last year, Brian Torrey,
general manager for India
and West Asia at Scoot,
told journalists that along
with more seats there was
a need for bilateral agree-
ments to provide permis-
sion to fly to more Indian
airports.

The two sides last re-

vised a memorandum of
understanding on air ser-
vices in April 2013. The
agreement provides
28,700 seats each to the
two sides to and from se-
ven airports in Mumbai,
Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata,
Hyderabad, Bengaluru,
and Coimbatore. This is in
addition to unlimited seat-
ing capacity to 18 points in
India which is available for
all ASEAN countries, in-
cluding Singapore.

‘Flights are full’

“The flights are full, and
there is scope to work on
the expansion of the air
services agreement that
benefits both countries
and economies,” Singapo-
rean President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam told
journalists during his visit
to India last month.

Last November, Singa-
pore Airlines acquired
25.1% stake in Air India al-
lowing the former to bol-
ster its presence in India.

The decision to review
Singapore’s demand
comes at a time Delhi’s se-
cond airport, Noida Inter-
national Airport, is expect-
ed to open in mid-April
and needs access to top
global markets to grow.
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More Al flights to Europe, none from ci

SANJAY MANDAL

Caleutta: Air India has in-
creased the [requency of
Mights to the UK and Euwrope
from several cities for the com-
Ing summer schedule but sald
nothing about a direct Caleut:
ta-London Might, a long-stand-
ing demand from passengers
from the city and the Bengal
government.

On Thursday, the Ta-
ta-owned airline announced
additonal lrequencles on sev-
eral routes as part of its north-
ern summer schedule effective
March 30, 2025,

These include adding three
weekly flights between Delhi
and London Heathrow, in-
creasing 21 weekly flights to
24, They will be operated by
Ailr India’ Nagship A350-900
and upgraded B787-9 aircraft

On the Amritsar-Birming-
ham route, Alr India will in

crease three weekly flights
to four. The Mrequency will
increase from three to four
weekly Mights between Am-
ritsarand London Gatwick.

On the Ahmedabad-Lon-
don Gatwick route, weekly
Mights will be increased from
three to five. For the rest of
Europe, Air India is increasing
weekly flights from Delhi to
Zurich and Vienna.

“Alr India will continue
to operate 12 weekly flights
to London Gatwick from Am-
ritsar, Ahmedabad and Goa,”
the aidine said in a statement.

However, there was no
word about any direct connec-
tivity from Calcutta to London
orother European cities.

Alr India did not respond
to queries from The Tele-
graph till late on Friday.

At the Bengal Global
Business Summit earlier this
month, chief minister Mamata

Banerjee said she had a tele-
phone conversation with Tata
Sons chalrman N. Chandrase-
karan on the eve of the event,
the first publicly known in-
stunce of the two entities touch-
ing base since she became chiefl
minister 14 yers ago.

Mamata said on Febru-
ary 5 that Chandrasekaran
had promised to visit the city
soon to discuss investment
proposals, besides responding
“positively” to her proposal of
startingadirect Might from the
city to a destination in Europe.

“I asked him (Chandrase-
karan), can we get a direct
flight from Calcutta to Eu-
rope? He didn't say no.... His
volce was very positive,” she
had said.

However, in the summer
schedule, there was no an-
nouncement from the airline.
During the pandemic, Alr
India operated Vande Bharat

SUMMERPLAN |

Increase in Air India's
weekly connections
to Europe

® Delhi-London Heathrow:
From211024

| Amritsar-Birmingham:
From3to4

® Amrditsar-London:
Gatwick: From 3 to 4

m Ahmedabad-London
Gatwick: From3to 5

| Deihi-Zurich: From 4 to 5

m Delhi-Vienna:
From3to4

Oights between Calcutta and
London. That was the last time
the city had a flight connection
with London,

Tour operators and ofT-

cials of some international
airlines said the number of
passengers to Europe from
Calcutta has increased signif-
feantly over the last few yvears.
An official of a Gulf-based
aliline said thelr Night from
Caloutta has more than 300 pas-
sengers every day in economy
class who go onward fram the
Gulf destination. “Outof them,
the majority go to Europe and
the rest to the USA. During the
holiday season, there are pas-
sengers 1o other destinations
like Africa,” said the official.
“However, there are air-
¢raft problems for some of
the leading airlines. There are
issues of delivery by the man-
ufacturers. So, when anairline
gets a new aircraft it tries to
put it on a route that can pro-
vide more vield. Unfortunate-
ly, there is this perception that
Calcutta still does not have
enough business class or high-

yield passengers,” the official
pointed out

Air India also mentioned
the delay in recelving retro-
fitted atrcraft. *Retrofit of the
legacy Boelng 777 Neet with
new seals and entertalnment
systems, originally due to
commence in 2025, will now
commence in early 2026 due
to production constraints at
the selected seal supplier,” the
alrline said

Anil Punjabi, national
committee member of the
Travel Agents Federation of
India, representing the east-
ern region, said: “We have
approximately 150 passengers
from Calcutta to Europe every
day, who take flights most-
Iy via Dubai, Doha and Abu
Dhabi. So, there are enough
passengers for an airline to
have a direct flight to London
at least thrice a week.”

“Many passengers lace

inconveniences during stopo-
vers,” he added.

South City resident Alsh-
warya Mukhopadhyay, pursu-
ing her PhD at Oxford Univer-
sity, visits home two to three
times a year, Usually, she trav-
els vin Dubai or Doha.

“The layover time at Dubal
or Doha is either very short or
very long.” said Aishwarya,
who Is now in Caleutta.

“I will return to Oxford
on March 2 and the layover
time is nine hours. On other
occasions, | missed connec-
tions because of short walting
time,” she said.

City businessman Lalit
frequently goes o London. His
son Vikram, pursuing PhD,
visits home often. “Usually we
travel through Dubai or Doha
The trip becomes longer and
more expensive. At times, the
walting time can be six to elght
hours,™ he said.
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Air India apologizes
after downgrading MP’s
seat without notice

Times News NETwoRk

Chennai: South ChennaiMP
Thamizhachi Thangapan-
dianon Thursday nightcriti-
cized Air India on X after her
business class ticket was
downgraded to economy wit-
hout intimation. The airline
apologised but did not give a
reason for the downgrade.
She called the situation
“absolutely unacceptable™,
“I booked a business class se-
at on an Air India Mlight from
Delhi to Chennai on Thurs-
day evening. Without any
prior notice or explanation,
the seat was downgraded.
This is not just about me, If
an MP can be treated this way,
I shudder to think how other
passengers are handled,
Suchdisregard for passenger
rights and service standards
is shocking,” she posted, ur
ging civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjara-
pu to take immediate action
against such mismanage-

"I‘ ment. While

| her post led to
a debate onli-
ne, she said,
“The problem
is not travel-
ling in econo-
my, but it should not be done
at the last minute. And what
is the priority by which they
degrade? That alone is my
concern.”

Air India reacted to her
post, “Dear Ma'am, we'retru-
Iy sorry tohearabout your re-
cent experience. We wish to
speak with you toaddress the
concerns prompily. Please
share your convenient time
toconnect.”

Sources said the fight
was delaved, leaving at
10.02pm instead of 8.45am, If
the aircraft changes, busi-
ness class tickets are down-
graded, they said. “Also, over-
booking and mechanical is-
sues with specific business
class seats could also lead to
downgrading of tickets”

15 FFEBRUARY 2025



	AT-GUA-15 FEB.JPG
	DB-JAI-15 FEB.JPG
	ST DL 16FEB2025.JPG
	ST-KOL-15 FEB.JPG
	DBU DL 16FEB2025.jpg
	DJ DL 16FEB2025.JPG
	ET DL 16FEB2025.jpg
	HINDU DL 15FEB2025.jpg
	JS DL 16FEB2025.JPG
	PIO DL 16FEB2025.jpg
	PIO DL 16FEB2025A.jpg
	PIO DL 16FEB2025M.JPG
	SS DL 16FEB2025.JPG
	TOI-CH-15 FEB.JPG
	FE DL 16FEB2025.JPG
	HT-MUM-15 FEB.JPG
	HU-CH-15 FEB copy.jpg
	HU-CH-15 FEB.png
	TG-KOL-15 FEB.JPG
	TOI-CH-15 FEB.JPG

