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Shifting of airport radar
to Gorai gets Centre’s nod

Yogesh Naik

yogesh naik@hindustantimes com

MUMBAI: Chief minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis announced on
Wednesday that the union gov-
ernment and Airports Authority
of India (AAIL) had decided to
shift the high-frequency radar of
Mumbai Airport from Dahisar to
Gorai, thereby paving the way
for redevelopment of buildings
in Dahisar. This move elicited an
angry response from Uddhav
Thackeray's Shiv Sena (UBT).
The party specifically objected to
the video of civil aviation minis-
ter Ram Mohan Naidu making
the announcement and allegedly
asking for votes for the BJP in
return.

Claiming that the video was
circulated by Tejasvee
Ghosalkar, BJP candidate of
Ward No 2, the Sena (UBT)
lodged a complaint with the
State Election Commission (SEC)
and BMC commissioner
Bhushan Gagrani, accusing the
BJP of violating the electoral
code of conduct. After State Elec-
tion Commissioner Dinesh
Waghmare told Gagrani to

SHIV SENA (UBT)
OBJECTED TO THE
MOVE, SAYING IT
VIOLATED THE
CODE OF CONDUCT
BY ASKING FOR
VOTES FOR THE BJP

investigate, the latter conducted
an investigation and said he
found “nothing objectionable”
since, according to him, the
video was uploaded before 4.30
pm on Tuesday.

Fadnavis on Wednesday
posted about the AAl's decision
on social media, saying that the
union civil aviation minister had
also given his approval and the
state would give land for a new
location in Gorai. “This will pave
the way for redevelopment of
buildings in the area,” he said.

Sena (UBT) MLA Aaditya
Thackeray also tweeted about
the issue on X, terming the civil
aviation minister's announce-
ment “lies” and a “fake promise”.
He challenged the BJP to make
the cabinet approval note public.

“Do it first, don't fool the peo-
ple otherwise,” he said on X.
“You have run the same script
since 2014 before every election.
For the last few decades this has
been promised, said, assured,
and more so since 2014 but never
happened. Since 2014, the BJP
has been in power in the Centre,
state and Dahisar. All engines in
the same hands, no progress on
the issue. It is an issue that
requires a cabinet approval from
the Government of India but
hasn't happened since 2014.
Dahisar is taken for granted. [
had raised this question in the
assembly and the answer was
the same months ago, as is
today.”

On January 14, the ministry of
civil aviation wrote to Maha-
rashira’s urban development
department, saying that the mat-
ter had been referred to the AAI
meeting on January 12, which
approved of the shifting. 20 acres
of land will be provided at Gorai
by the state government and the
cost of the relocation of the high-
frequency receiver, including the
development of infrastructure,
will also be borne by the state.
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Ministry OKs shifting AAI’s
transmission towers to Gorai

Mumbai: The Airports Aut-
hority of India (AAl) has app-
roved the shifting of its high-
frequency (HF) transmitter/
receiver station from Dahisar
to Gorai, with state govt set to
provide land and bear the relo-
cation cost, according to an of-
ficial letter sent by the mini-
stry of civil aviation.

Last month, state govt has
announced the plan to move
the HF receiver to Gorai. In the
letter, dated Jan 14, the mini-
stry informed state govt that
the proposal was considered
and approved by the AAIBoard
at its 237th meeting held on Jan
12. The proposal has also recei-
vedtheaviationministry'sapp-
roval, it added. “To shift HF re-
ceiver from Dahisar to Gorai,
20 acres of land to be provided
at Gorai by Maharashtra govt
free of costand free fromallen-

cumbrances. The cost of relo-
cation of HF receiver, inclu-
ding the development of in-
frastructure will be borne by
the state govt,” the letter said.

The approval also includes
the development of 29 acres of
AAT's existing land at Dahisar
as a public garden. The remai-
ning land may be utilised or de-
veloped by AAT in accordance
with provisions of the AAI
Act, with facilitation from the
state govt and BMC, including
changeinland use whererequ-
ired, The ministry said ow-
nership and FSI rights of the
entire 84 acres of Dahisar
land, including the garden
area, will remain with AAL
Further modalities and timeli-
nes will be finalised between
state govtand AAL

In a related development,
Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Anil De-

sai complained to state elec-
tion commissioner Dinesh
Waghmare about a violation
of model code of conduct by
Union civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu.
Desai claimed that Naidu is
tryingtowoo voters by mentio-
ning govt and public sector Ini-
tiatives like the planned relo-
cation of the HF receiver sta-
tion for air traffic from Dahi-
sar to Gorai. “This is a clear
violation of the code of con-
duct rules by BJE The party's
campaign messages and ad-
vertisements are being cireu-
lated on social media....We
strongly request you to take
immediate cognizance of this
serious matter; file a case of
violation of the code of con-
duct in this regard. and take
appropriate legal action,” his
loetter stated. tiw
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Navi Mumbai airport
registers 100,000
footfall as ops scale up

AJIMEYA KAWALE
Mumibal, ¥ |anuary

Navi Mumbai International
Airpart (MMIA) has recorded a
footfall of over 100,000 passen-
gers, hitting the milestone in
lessthan one month ofbecom-
ing Mumbai'ssecond commier
cial gateway.

Between Decembeer 25 amd
Jamuary 12, the airport handled
109,917 passengers (55934
arriving and 53,983 departing).
NMIA szid Jamizary 10 was its
busiest day with a footfall of
7.345 passengers. Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharsj Internationsl
Airport Mumbai, one of India’s
busiest sirports, handled 55.5
million passengers Last year,
chocking its highest-eversingle-
day throughput of 175925 pas-
sengers on November 26,

Jeet Adani, director of Adani
Ajrport Holdings Limited, said
last year CEMIA will clock 12
million annual passenger foot-
fallin FY¥27 and its capacity will
be expanded to 20 million.

NMIA said it has managed
734 air traffic movernents since
December 25, including 32 gen-
eral aviation ATMs, Each flight
arrival or departure is counted
asan ATM. Delhi, Goa and Ben-
galurn were topregions in terms
of connectivity. The airport
handled 2221 tonnes of carpn,

“With modemninfrastructu-
re, streamlined processes and a
focus on opemtional efficiency,
NMIA continues bo scabe up ser-
vices in a calibrated manner
while maintaining high stan-
dards of safety, service quality,
and passenger experience,” the
airport said ina statement.
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NMIAL refutes
telcos’ claims on
network access

URVI MALVANIA
Mumbai, January 15

HAVI MUMBAI INTERH &-
TIOHALAlrport {NMIAL) has
rejected allegations levelled
agabnst it by telecom [ndustry
body COAl over denial of net

work access and pricing atthe
adrpart. NMIAL said it was fol-
lowing globallyaccepted air

port practices amd has not
denied Bight of Way (RoW) per

missiims to Ay operatos

*It s factually moorrect to
state that telecom connectiv-
ity is unavailable at NMIAL
BSNL, a lead ing gove rument-
owned  telecom  service
provider (TSF), has already
been onboarded andisprovid-
ing fully functional connectiv
ity at the aigeort” a spokesper-
son from the airport authority
said in astalement.

Res pnnrhng to COALs
receni su bmssion to the Tele-
coim 'I!rguL'Hnr!.l Authior ity of
India(Trmi), the spokespereon
said “.ﬁ.irpn:rt:i are cratical
national infrastecture with
uniue securlty and opera-
tional requirements. Globally,
it abrpotts adopl a skagle,
newtral-host telecom infra
siructure Lo ensure I.II:Ii.'I]IIH
coverage, safety, and opera
tional efficdency”

MMIALfurther said fsdeo
sion to deploy In-Building
Solution I:JJI-.‘\.I asanevtml host
was based on operational
IE..!I::I!.III_EI <ALTOESS -L:I:IFh.II‘ll..

POOR SIGNAL
[

m B5HLalready providing
services at the airport,
say's MMIAL

m Meutral-hast telecom
mode |l adoptedin line
with glabal airport norma

® Pricing allegation rejected,
MHlAL donos Bk, 16 cr
annual charge claim

‘where cortain mission-critical
Iones can rﬂl:ﬂ Coverages !-:|1P‘l
when keft to indvidual tole
COIM OPeTratos.

The .1i|-|'|nrf operator also
pushed back against clalms
around the rnr'mg of telecom
Infrastructure at the faciliny.
“HMIAL also categorically
denies theassertion thatithas
demanded annual cha fpes ol
T44.16 crore,” the spokesper
sinn sk,

NMIALaddedthat the pric
g of neutral-host IBS services
at I:hr'.1.||-|'u11 isconsistent with
pxisting practices at other
Indian  airports operating
underthe public- private part-
I.II‘.".I.'\.tIqJ ||.|ud|:i.
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Rs.42 lakh foreign currency
seized at Ahmedabad airport

FPJ News Service
AHME [ BAT

In a major action against il egal
mevement of foreign ex change,
the Air Intellizence Unit (AU} of
the Cu stoms Dep art ment has
busted a fo refgn cu rroency sm
ngzling at tempt at Sardar Wal
labhbhai Patel Intern at jonal
[SVPl) Airport. Ah  medabad,
seizing currency waorth #4206
lakh from a pa ss enger bound for
Bangkol. The seizure highlights
intensified surveillance by Co-
stoms authorities amid rising
attempts toillegally export foreign
currency from Indianairports.

According to Customs officials,
the operation was earried out on
January B, 2026, after the AlU
received  specific  intelligence
about a passenger attempting to
smiuggle alarge quantity of foreign
eurrency out of the country. Acting
swiftly on the tip-off. AlU officers
kepta close watch on passengersat
the international terminal.

A male passenger travelling on
Vietiet Air flight VZ-571 from
Ahmedabad to Banghok came
under scruting after his maov-
ement and behaviour were found

suspicions. He was intercepted
before boarding and subjected to a
detailed examination by Customs
affieers.

During a thorough search of the
passenger’s luggage, Customs
affidials were shocked to find
foreign currency notes cleverly
concealed to evade detection.
Upon detailed verification, a large
haul of undeclared foreign cur-
rencywasrecovered.

In total LI72 foreign eur rency
notes were seized. This inclided
100 US daollar potes, valed at
approximately $8.91lakh, and 1072
pound sterling nates, co lectively
valued at ¥AL5 lkh The total
value of the seized foreign our-
rency in the Indian market has

beenestimated at 342,06, 340,
“This seizure underscores the

effectiveness of intelligence-basad
operations and our zera-tolerance
approach  towards foreign ex-
change wiolations! a  senior
Cistomsofficial said.

The seized currency has been
confiscated under pravisions of
the Customs Act, 1962 and the
Foreign Exchange Mamgement
Act (FEMA), 1898, Customs
authorities have initiated a
detailed investigation to as
certain the source of the o
rrency and o determine
whether the passenger was
acting alone or as part of a
larger smuggling  netwo-
rlcinvestigationare omn
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Airport connectivity row: Telcos urge Trai to step in

Jatin Grover
jatingrover@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The Cellular Oper-
ators Association of India
(COAI), which represents
major telecom firms, has
approached the telecom regu-
lator, seeking a cap on charges
for in-building mobile network
infrastructure at public places
such as airports. This comes
amid a standoff over providing
connectivity at the newly
opened Navi Mumbai Interna-

tional Airport (NMILA).

The association has urged
the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) to
examine the conduct of the air-
port, operated by the Adani
Group, in denying telcos right-
of-way (RoW) permissions to
lay telecom infrastructure, and
creating an exclusive, monopo-
listic in-building telecom
arrangement at a public air-
port.

The issue is significant as
travellers have been complain-

ing about the lack of cellular
connectivity at the Navi Mum-
bai airport, which began com-
mercial operations on Decem-
ber 25. The reason for no con-
nectivity at the airport is the
absence of an agreement
between the airport and tele-
com operators. The two sides
have not been able to agree on
commercial terms for this.

In a statement on Wednes-
day, an NMIA spokesperson
said, “Globally, most airports
adopt a single, neutral-host tel-

ecom infrastructure to ensure
uniform coverage, safety and
operational efficiency. In line
with this globally accepted
practice, Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Pvt. Led (NMIAL)
is following the established
framework adopted at major
Indian airports”. The airport
operator said the pricing for
neutral-host in-building solu-
tion services at NMIAL is
aligned with the rates already
established and implemented
at other airports run in public-

private partmership.

S.P. Kochhar, director gen-
eral of COAI, wrote in a letter
dated January 13 to Trai chair-
man Anil Lahoti, “This
arrangement has resulted in a
clear market failure. NMIAL/
IBS operator, though licensed
only as a VNO (virtual network
operator), has assumed control
over an essential facility,
namely in-building access
infrastructure within a public
airport, thereby creating a
monopolistic bottleneck.”
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IGI: Air India jet grounded as engine
ingests cargo container while taxiing

Neha LM Tripathi

htreportersi@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: An Air India Airbus
A350 aircraft operating a Delhi-
New York flight sustained engine
damage on Thursday morning
after sucking in a cargo con-
tainer while taxiing at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport, forcing the plane
to be grounded, officials aware
of the matter said.

The incident occurred at
around 5.25am. The aircraft, reg-
istered VT-JRB and operating
flight AI101 to New York’s JFK,
had already been forced to
return to Delhi due to the sudden
closure of Iranian airspace.

After landing safely, while
taxiing to the apron in dense fog,
its right engine (Engine 2)
ingested a loose cargo container
left on the taxiway, causing dam-
age to the engine.

When a jet engine ingests a
foreign object, known as Foreign
Object Damage (FOD), an item is
pulled into the engine’s high-
speed rotating blades, which can

-

The Air India A350, operating a Delhi-New York flight, suffered

damage toits right engine on Thursday.

cause bending, breaking, or cata-
strophic disintegration of blades.

In a statement, Air India con-
firmed the event. “Air India con-
firms that Flight AIl0, operating
from Delhi to New York (JFK),
was forced to return to Delhi
shortly after take-off due to the
unexpected closure of Iranian
airspace,” the airline spokesper-

DGLA

son said. “Upon landing in Delhi,
the aircraft encountered a for-
eign object while taxiing in
dense fog, resulting in damage to
the right engine.”

“The aircraft was safely posi-
tioned to the designated parking
stand, ensuring the safety of all
passengers and crew on board.
The aircraft is currently

grounded for a thorough investi-
gafion and necessary repairs,
which may cause potential dis-
ruptions on select A350 routes,”
the spokesperson said. The air-
line said its officials are assisting
aftected passengers with alterna-
tive arrangements and refunds.

In a statement, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said Air India’s A350 aircraft
suffered engine damage after its
engine ingested a cargo con-
tainer while taxiing. The DGCA
said a detailed probe is on.

A preliminary probe found
the incident was caused by
ground handling equipment
movement near Bay 242, desig-
nated for Air Mauritius equip-
ment. An airport official said a
tug carrying cargo containers
lost a dolly wheel, causing one
container to topple onto the taxi-
way. Although the operator
moved the remaining equipment
upon seeing the taxiing Air India
plane, the fallen container was
left behind and was subse-
quently ingested by the aircraft’s
engine, the official explained.
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NMIAL: Mobile

connectivity
available at

N Mum airport

Mumbai: The Navi Mumbai
airport on Wednesday denied
telecom companies” allegatio-
n that it had imposed excessi-
ve charges for telecom infra-
structure.

The airport response ca-
me after major telecom comp-
anies approached the telecom
regulator seeking a cap on ch-
arges for in-building mobile
network infrastructure at air-
portsand other public places.

“Ttisfactually incorrect to
state that telecom connectivi-
ty is unavailable at NMIAL,”
said the airport operator:

The NMIAL statement sa-
id airports globally follow a
neutral-host telecom model to
ensureuniform coverage, sec-
urity, and operational efficie-
ney Itsaid NMIAL isadopting
the same framework used at
major Indian airports such as
those at Mumbai, Dethi, Beng-
aluru and Hyderabad. The
airport operator said a neufr-
al-host in-building solution is
necessary to enswure reliable
connectivity in mission-criti-
cal areas like baggage handli-
ngzones, utility buildings and
airtrafficcontrol, which often
recelve weak coverage when
left to individual operators.

NMIAL said BSNL has al-
ready been onboarded and is
providing fully functional te-
lecom services at the airport.
It denied allegations that it de-
manded annual charges of Rs
4416 crore, stating pricing is
aligned with prevailing in-
dustry benchmarks at other
PPPairports. tns
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DGCA shares airline-wise data with CCI for IndiGo investigation

RUCHIKA CHITRAVANSHI
& DEEPAM PATEL
Meayw Dedhl, 15 januany

The Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA) has shared airdine-
wise data with the Competition
Commission of India {CCI) in con-
nection with the ongoing inquiry
aepinst IndiGo airlines over alleged
abuseoldominance by the country’s
larpest carrier-

The data incheded passenger
mumbers, capacity indicators, year-
wise revenue details of airdines,
including Spicelet, Air India, Air
India Express amd Akasa. However,
IndiGo Aidines has sousht additional
time from the aviation regulator to
provide some of the details sought by
the CCLL sources said.

CCIhad sought this information
a5 part ofits preliminary inquiry into
the information received agminst

IndiGo Airines last month. Based
on the findings. CCl may issue an
order for a detailed investigation by
its Director General office.

The  airdine-wise
data on passenger

numbers has been BASED ON THE
shared for Fy24 and FINDINGS, CCI MAY
Fyas, as well as ISSUEANORDER
monthly figures for FOR A DETAILED
September, November  INVESTIGATION BY
ITS DIRECTOR

Data regarding rou-  GENERAL OFFICE

and December 2025

tes, exclusively oper-
ated by IndiGo between
September and December 2025, is
also being shared by the DGCA with
the Commission. The aviation regu-
lator has also provided the CClwith
year-wise revenoe details of airline
operators from FY2 o FY 25

The DGCA also informed the Co-
mmission that flight operators have to
share monthly statistical data relating

to its operations, including aircmit
hours, Hown capacity deployed, pas-
sengers caried inorder torthemto get
thi Air Operator Certificate. Abuse of
dominance under Com-
petition Act can lead to
exclusionary amd
coploitative  conduct.
The inguiry in the In-
difo matter is likely to
focus on the latter, it is
leamt.

The informant, a
consumier, has tald the
Commission their per-
sonal experience withbookingofthe
ticket at 2.5 times the original cost
becauseof Hight cancellations.

The antitrust watchdog would,
however, look intothe issue from the
point of view of larger conswmer
interest and not just a single cus-
OSmET, SOWrees said.

Section 4 of the Act prohibitsabase

of dominant position. The Act does
not prohibit dominance itself, but
exploiting such a position through
unfziror predatory pricing canattract
penalties by the Commission. IndiGo
cancelled over 4,200 flights between
Devember 1and 6. The crisis was trig-
gered by IndiGo’s inability to manage
its pilot duty roster after the DGCA
fully implemented new, stricter rest
and duty regulations last month,
which increased weekdy rest require-
ments and reduced the howrs pilots
can fly at might.

The disruptions peaked on
December 5before pradually easing.
On December 9, the DGCA asked
IndiGo to cut 10 per cent of its
domaestic Hights for the entire winter
season to help stabilise operations.

Beforethe crisis, the airline oper-
ated around 2,300 Hights per day —
about 2000 domestic and 300
intermational.



AIRF‘UR FSAUT HCJE-?IT“I OF lNUlﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESSs STANDARD

DELHI

16 JANUARY 2026

Cargo container gets
sucked into Air India
A350 aircraft engine

DEEPAK PATEL
Mewi Delhl 15 lanuany

An Air India A350 aircraft oper-
ating & Delhi-New York Aight
suttered serious engine damage
at Delhi sirport early Thursday
after acarpn container fefl on to
the taxiway and was sucked into
the airrmft's engine during
ground movement, the Dinec-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said on Thursday.

Flight Alio, operated by
the airdine’s A350 aircraft (reg-
istration code VT-IRB)
returned to the Delhi airpaort
on Thursday morning follow-
ing the closure of the Iranian
aimspace. It landed safely on
Runway 28 and was moving on
the ground towards the park-
ingarea around 5. 25am, when
the incident took place.

As per the regulator, when
the plane was taxiing towards
the apron area, at taxivway
N/N4 junction, the numbser 2
engine “ingested a cargo con-
tainer causing substantial
damage to number 2 engine”

“As per information, the
visibility at the time of inci-
dent was marginal,” it added.

“The preliminary investi-
gation has revealed that a
BWEFS (Bird Worldwide Fiight
Services) tug transporting a
few containers o baggage
makeup arca of terminal 3
crossed this intersection while
on the vehicular lane. During
crossing, oneof the containers
toppled onto the taxiway inter-
section. This container got
ingested in number two
engine of Air India A350 air-
craft.” the DDGCA stated.
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Iran briefly shuts
airspace; IndiGo,
Air India clﬂf.i‘LtLd
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Scrl:cn,gra.bfmm FlightRadar24.com
shows empty airspace over Iran on
Thursday PHOTOL REUTERS

AGEMCIES
1 january

Iran temporarily closed its aimspace
around Tehran for several hours amid
rising tensions with the US and nation-
wide protests in the country, as geo-
political dislocations risk disrupting
main flight paths. The Notice to Air
Missions wasin place for over four hours
and flightswereback in the air after7 am
local time Thursday.

Air India and IndiGo on Thursday
cancelled some of their overseas tHights
due to the Iranian airspece closure.
Fhghts of Air India to the US and Europe,
and services of IndiGo to/CIS (Common-
wealth of Independent States) countries,
Europe, and Turkey have been impacted,
according to officials. Thetwoairdines, as
well as Spicefet. isued advisories saying
that the closure will impact some flichis.

Theoperational costs are expected to
rise for airlines as they will be forced to
take longer routes. With the Pakistan air-
space chosure, AirIndiais already taking
longer routes fior West-bound fights.
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Air India signs
codeshare pact
with Saudia

BENGALURU, DHNS: Air
India and Saudia, the flag
carrier of Saudi Arabia, on
Wednesdaysigned a code-
share agreement that will
take effect in February.

The codeshare agree-
mentintroducesa range
of benefits for passengers,
providing those flying
with Saudiaaccessto
major cities across India
via Mumbaiand Delhi,
including Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Kolkata, Ko-
chi, Hyderabad, Chennai,
Lucknow, and Jaipur,

Meanwhile, Air India
passengers travelling to
Jeddah or Rivadh can take
seamless onward connec-
tions on Saudia-operated
flights to Dammam, Abha,
Gassim, Gizan, Madinah,
and Taif,
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Detours at 35,000 ft
Indian Carriers Feel
Heat of Iran Unrest

Closure of lran's airspace forcing Al, IndiCo to cancel
flights: Indian airlines are already hit by Pakistan ban
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M Technical Issue Forces
AlFlight to Turn Back

MEW DELHI A Singapore
}‘/ bound Air Indla flight
gl carrying anound 150

people, returned to the
national capital early Thursday asthe
Dreamliner aircraft operating the
service suffered atechnical issue
According (o sources, there was an
APU (Auxiliary Power Unit) fire
warning, following which the alrcrafi
returned to Delhi after being airbor
ne for around an hour, PAssSEngers
were flown to Singapare in an alter-
native aircraft
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AIA350flights
may be hit
after engine
issue in Delhi

AR IMDI&AWARMNED of possi
ble disruptions to its A350
foutes IJLI.!‘.' L45] BRG] L L‘I BRI HL‘
sustained by one of its long
haul aireraftafi erencountes-
ing "a foreign object” on
Thursday.

Air India operates sk Air
busA35 s onlucm tive routes,
:nl']qqﬁlng between ndi scap
ital New Delhi and London,
New York and MNewark, ma I-ring
the airine vulnerable to dis
ruptions should an aircraft be
gmounded unexpectedhy.

The damage to the alr-
plane ocourmed as it was @xi
i i derise I}:-K 1 Mew Dl bid,
the carrier said, It did not dis
chose further detalls on the
foreign object or the routes
that could be affected.

"The aircraft is currently
grounded for a thorough
imviestk IH-‘I‘I 1o :III.I:I necess r?
repairs, which may cause
potential |.|:|.'\.n|.1:-1||.||u. ol
select A3 50 routes,"Alr Ind &
said

The FI|.|'II'I{' haid hesn ﬂ:,.'ing
to New Yok butwas forced to
turn back rn11'mr|gi|1 follow
Ineg lram’s temuporary airspace
closure, which impa cted ms
planned route. The incident
occritred after it landed back
in Mew Delhi

Iran has dnce ropened its
airspa ce after anear-five- hour
closure mposed ambd con-
CETTS OYEeT pr.m:ﬂ.'lk' mitlita 13}
action between the US and
Iram that forced airlines to
cancel, reroute or delay some
1['|ghrs.

= REUTERS
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IndiGo to declare
Oct-Dec quarter
results on Jan 22

IND L..--.F' WHILH
K faced mastive
opemton I

disruptions early
|ast manth, will @n m noe
its financial results for the
three months ended
December 2025 on anuary
22 The airine hasa
domestic market harﬂ cf
et |§|_'ii'= nd fallowang the
flight cancellations | t
menth, aviaton requlator
DGCa had curtailed its
winter sehedule by 10%
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Pongal travel rush leaves Chennai flyers stranded

HD Bureau
CHENNAI

Fassengers plaming to fly
from Chennal to southern
districts for the Pongal fes
tival faced widespread dis
ruption after seats on all fli
ghts to key destinations were
sold out, leaving many unable
o travel by air at a tme tra
ditionally marked by heavy
family movement. With the
harvest festival drawing cl
oser, travellers from Madurai,
Tiruchimppalli, Thoot hu
kudi, Coimbatore and Salem
who live and work in Chennal
began arriving at the city’s
airport days ahead of the
holiday period, hoping to
secure  lastminute  tickets.
Instead, airline counters and
online booking portals sh
owed no availability on direct

5_’-!

Airport officials confirmed that the demand surge had
pushed occupancy on all scheduled flights to full capacity

services tothese destinations,

prompting frustration  and
anxiety among families keen
to reunite for the festival.
Airport officials confirmed
that the demand surge had
pushed ococupancy on all sc
heduled flights to full cap

acity. Several airlines had
been operating with high
load factors even before the
festive rush, leaving little
room to accommodate the
seasonal spike. By the time
many passengers attempted
bookings, both economy and

premium seats had been
exhausted across multiple
carriers.

The pressure was parti
cularly acute for mutes such
as Chennai-Madurai  and
Chennai-Tiruchirappa  1li,
which typically see the hig-

hest festive traffic. Passengers
said fares on these routes had
climbed steadily in the days
leading up to Pongal, disc
ouraging early bookings by
some travellers who hoped
prices would stabilise. When
availability vanished entirely,
those expectations turned
into disappointment.

Faced with the lack of di-
rect options, many travellers
explored indirect routes as a
workaround. A notable nu-
mber attempted t©o secure
seats an Chennai-T-
hiruvananth apuram flights,
planning to continue their

journey by road or rail from

Keralato their home districts.
Airline staff at Chennai air
port acknowledged an un-
usual surge in enquiries for
these services, though seats
on those flights also began

filling quickly as word spread
amongstranded passengers.

Others considered flying to
Bengaluru or Hyderabad and
ravelling onward overnight,
but the added cost and time
proved prohibitive for fa-
milies travelling with elderly
members or children Rai-
Iway reservation charts for
exXpress trains to southern
districts were already heavily
booked, while long-distance
buses reported limited seat
availability, compounding the
travel bottleneck.

Aviation amalysts said the
situation reflected a stru
ctural imbalance between
capacity and festive demand
on short-haul domestic ro-
utes. While airlines have gra-
dually rebuilt networks following
earlier industry disruptions, fleet
availability remainstight.
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Indian airlines cancel
flights, redraw routes

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: International
flight operations connecting
India with West Asia, Europe
and the US were disrupted
early on Thursday after Iran
temporarily shut its airspace
amid heightened tensions, forc-
ing airlines to re-route, divert

and cancel several long-haul
services.

Meanwhile, a New York-
bound Air India flight, which
was forced to return to Delhi
due to the temporary closure of
the Iranian airspace, sustained
engine damage after sucking in
a cargo container while taxiing
at the IGI Airport, officials
aware of the matter said. sps12
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Flights to US, Europe hit
over turbulence in Iran

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

MEW DELHI: International flight
operations connecting India with
West Asia, Europe and the US were
disrupted early on Thursday after
Iran temporarily shut its airspace
amid concerns about possible mili-
tary action between the US and
Iran, forcing airlines to re-route,
divertand cancel several long-haul
services.

The Tehran flight information
region (FIR) was closed for all
flights at 3.45am IST, causing
immediate operational flight dis-
ruptions for carriers operating
over the region. “During the clo-
sure, no overflights were permit-
ted. Only international civil flights
arriving into or departing from
Iran with prior permission from
the Iran Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) were allowed,” an official
aware of the development said.

“Delhi Area Control Centre
(ACC) was informed of the closure
by Lahore ACC, which cited mili-
tary escalation as the reason,” the
official added.

A second official said India
received the information at 3.12am
IST, before a formal NOTAM
(Notice to Airmen) confirming the
shutdown was issued.

The sudden closure severely
impacted flights using air traffic

INDIA RECEIVED
THE INFORMATION
AT 3.12AM IST,
BEFORE A FORMAL
NOTAM (NOTICETO
AIRMEN)
CONFIRMING THE
SHUTDOWN WAS
ISSUED

service route G452 — a critical air-
way for aircraft flying from north
and west India towards Iran, the
Gulf, Turkey and onward to
Europe.

The route is widely used by
long-haul international services
from Indian metros as it offers a
shorter and more fuel-efficient
option.

“Preliminary information from
Lahore ACC indicated that afrcraft
operating on G452 were re-routed
through Pakistan's airspace to
avoid Iranian airspace,” a ministry
official said.

As a result, airlines including
IndiGo and Air India were forced
to divert, delay and cancel flights,
with both carriers continuing to
avoid Iranian airspace through
Thursday.

IndiGo's flights to Istanbul and
Europe operated on longer routes,
while flight services to Almaty,

Tashkent and Thilisi could not
operate due to the sudden airspace
closure. Flights from Almaty and
Baku to India were forced to return
to their original airports.

The airline posted on X, “Due to
the sudden airspace closure by
Iran, some of our international
flights are impacted. Our teams are
working diligently to assess the sit-
uation and support affected cus-
tomers by offering the best possi-
ble alternatives. This development
is beyond our control, and we
regret the disruption it may have
caused to your travel plans. Ifyour
flight is impacted, we encourage
you to visit our website to explore
flexible rebooking options or to
claim a refund, as per your prefer-
ence.”

Air India cancelled three
US-bound flights.

Its travel advisory issued on
X said, "Due to the emerging situa-
tion in Iran, the subsequent closure
of its airspace, and in view of the
safety of our passengers, Air India
flights overflying the region are
now using an alternative route,
which may lead to delays. Some
Air India flights where currently
re-routing is not possible are being
cancelled...”

Spicelet issued a travel advisory
on X that , some of its flights may
be affected. However, it did not see
flight cancellations.



AIRPORTS AUTHORI l"!‘

Corporate Communications Directorate

’!' INDILA

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

DELHI

16 JANUARY 2026

NEW-YORK BOUND AIRCRAFT WAS MOVING TOWARDS PARKING BAY; DGCA INITIATES PROBE

Air India flight engine sucks in cargo container at IGIA

Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, January 15

AN ATR India aircraft suffered
substantial engine damage
afrer sucking in a cargo con-
tainer while on its way to the
parking bay at Delhi's Indira
Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA) early on Thursday
morning. According to the air-
line, all the passengers are safe.
The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has initiated a
detailed investigation into the
incident.

Shortly after taking off, the
New-York bound Flight AT101
was forced to return to Delhi
after Iran announced asudden
temporary closure of its air-

space amid the esealation in
tensions between Washington
and Tehran. According to flight
tracking website flightradar24,
it departed IGIA at 3.13 am
and was cruising over Gujarat
when the airspace closure
came into effect.

The Airbus A350 aircraft
landed safely on Runway 28
and was moving towards its
parking bay, when the second
engine ingested the cargo con-
tainer that had accidentally
fallenontothe taxiway, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation (MoCA).

The incident occurred
around 5.25 am, when the vis-
ibility had dropped to ‘margi-
nal’ due to dense fog.

AirIndia aircraft that suffered damage, at airport on Thursday. an

“The preliminary investiga-
tion has revealed that a Bird

Worldwide Flight Services
(BWFS) tug transporting a few

containers to Baggage Makeup
Area of Terminal 3 crossed this
intersection while on the
vehicular lane... one of the con-
tainers toppled onto the
taxiway intersection.” the min-
istry said.

A source, meanwhile, said:
“One wheel of the container
dolly came off and the con-
tainer toppled onto the taxivway.
The equipment operator no-
ticed the Air India aircraft taxi-
inginand vacated the spot with
remaining dollies and con-
tainers, leaving behind the one
which had fallen.”

BWEFS is a firm which
handles operations like ground
handling, customer manage-
ment and cargo management

services atr around six major In-
dian airports.

Metal debris was later
cleared from the taxiway, and
the aircraft was towed and
parked.

In a statement, Air India
said the aircraft encountered a
“foreign object” while raxiing
after landing, resulting indam-
age to the right engine. "It was
safely positioned to the desig-
nated parking stand, ensuring
the safety of all passengers and
crew on board,” an Air India
spokesperson said.

The airline added that the
aircraft has been grounded for
inspection and repairs, which
may lead to disruptions on se-
lect A350 routes.
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Air India
warns of

A350 route
disruptions

[FUL PR S R LY

ir llia warmied of pos-
sible disruptions 1o
routes served by its

ilrbus AS50s duoe 1o engine
damage sustalmed by ane of
the long-haul abreraft afier
landing in Xew Delhi on
Thasreday.

Thecarmierssid the airrmf
red “a  (oreigm
as it was taxiing in
fog. India’s sviabion
regulaior lader sxid the dam-
age was caused by a stray
cargn rontamer that toppled
froim a velsicle snd landed on
anealthe nirpor ‘s ladwas

“Furnher imvestigation is
beng carmied oui,” the Diren
eirate eneral of Civil Aviatisn
saiil.

Phstos. posted by the
agency on social media
showrd a hole o e dnside of
the engins s airintake area

Aur India operates six new
Afis0s on lnorative routes,
imcluding hetween India's
capiial New Delhi amid Lon
don, New York and Newark.
The rautesape also served by
older Boelng aircraft

“The airerafi is carrently
grounded for a therough
imvestigation and necessary
repairs, which may came
polential disruptions on
st AN rowstes,” Albr lodia
satel. b dhiad rt i beses destails
an the romtes that coul he
allfecied.

The plans had been flying
1 Meeew Y or bt waas forcesd tn
tarm hack 1o s onigin follom
ing lmn’s LEmrany dinguce
cllerure

The inclelenl serurred at
520 bical time af erit bl
laneled hack in New Delhd,
accurding io the DGCA

S
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Recalled midair, AI flight engine sucks in baggage container, damaged

S LALITHA @ New Delhi

IMN a rare and alarming inci-
dent at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA)
on Thursday morning, an Air
India Airbus A350-900 faced a
double setback—engine dam-
age after ingesting a cargo con-
tainer, just hours after being
rerouted midair due to the sud-
den closure of Iranian airspace.
The Flight AI101, bound for
New York with 240 passengers
on board, took off at 3:13 am but

was forced to return to Delhi
after Iran closed its airspace for
four hours. The aircraft landed
safely at 5:47 am, only to en-
counter another misfortune
while taxiing toward the apron.
According to DGCA sources,
Engine No. 2 ingested a cargo
container, calising damage.

All the passengers were safe,
but for Al101, Thursday proved
to be a day of unexpected tur-
bulence—first in the skies over
Iran, and then on the taxiways
of Delhi airport.

Investigations indicate that
ground handling company Bird
Worldwide Flight Services was
moving containers near Bay

242 when one toppled onto the
taxiway after a dolly wheel
came off. Though the operator
guickly cleared nearby equip-

ment, the container remained
there and was sucked into the
engine intake.

Adr India described the inci-
dent as a “foreign ohject strike
in fogey conditions” and added
that the aircraft has been safely
positioned at stand 244. Repairs
and a detailed probe are under-
way, and the airline warned of
potential disruptions on select
long-haul A350 routes.

Aviation expert Captain Mo-
han Ranganathan said, “The
groundhandler could be at

fault. There are yellow lines
clearly marked beyvond which
the trolley or containers cannot
be taken. This is because the
pilot cannot view the engines
from his position.”

This incident follows other
similar events at airports, in-
cluding Mumbai, highlighting
the critical importance of coor-
dinated ground operations, The
DGCA's Air Safety Division
(Northern Region) will lead a
probe to determine causes and
prevent future occurrences.
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Al plane mgests baggage container in fog

RAJESH KUMAR B New Delhi

In a rare incident of its kind,
Air India's newest Airbus A350,
operating a Delhi-New York
flight with over 250 passen-
gers on board, sustained
engine damage after ingest-
ing an improperly secured
baggage container while
taxiing to its parking bay at
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport amid dense fog
on Thursday morning.

The aircraft had to return to
Delhi after takeoff due to the
sudden closure of Iranian air-
space. Then, while taxiing to
the parking bay at IGl Airport,

h
Damaged part of the engine of an
Air India A350 aircraft

FTI

an improperly secured con-
tainerwas sucked into one of
its engines. No one was
injured in the incident. Flight-
tracking data showed that
the aircraft (registration VT-
IRB) departed Delhi at 2:36
a.M. And was cruising over
Ahmedabad airspace when
the closure of airspace came
into effect, blocking its
planned overflight of Iran - a
key corridor for westbound
transatlantic flights. With no
viable alternate routing avail-
able at that stage, the crew
took the precautionary deci-
sion to turn back to Delhi.
CONTINUED ON 5> P4

India plans evacuation as
Iran closes its air space

However, these efforts have been complicated by
restrictions on intermet access and patchy telecom-
munications following widespread unrest in Iran.
As aresult, embassy officials are relying heavily on
physical outreach and direct coordination with
educational institutions that host Indian stu-
dents. "The focus right now is on establishing
contact and understanding the numbers,” a
spurce said, adding that operational decisions
would depend on multiple factors, including air-
space clearances, aircraft availability, and the evolw-
ing security situation. A first evacuation fight could
be arranged at short notice if conditions permit,
the source said.

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA} has stan-
dard procedures in place for emergency evacua-
tions, including the possible use of military aircraft
ifrequired. Officials emphasised that preparations
donot necessarily indicate an imminent evacua-
tion, but reflect a precautionary approach in light
of regional tensions.

On Wednesday, the Indian embassy in Tehran
issued an advisory asking Indian students, busi-
nesspersons, pilgrims and tourists to consider
leaving Iran using available commercial transport
options. Separately, the MEA in New Delhi advised
Indian citizens to avoid travel to Iran until further
notice. Iran has witnessed sustained anti-govern-
ment protests since late December, triggered by
economic distress and inflation, which later
broadened into demonstrations against the polit-
ical system. International reports suggest that the
crackdown on protests has resulted in significant
casualties, though official figures remain disput-
ed. The unrest has heightened tensions between
Tehran and Washington, with US President Donald
Trump waming of strong action if Iranian author-
ities continue o use force against protesters.

Amid these developments, Iranian Foreign
Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi spoke to External
Affairs Minister 5. |aishankar on Wednesday
evening to discuss the situation. The conversation
also addressed Araghchi's decision to postpone a
scheduled visit to India.

India's position has become more delicate in
recent weeks following renewed pressure from the
US, including threats of punitive tariffs on coun-
tries maintaining trade ties with Iran. For New
Delhi, the immediate priority remains the safery
of its citizens, particularly students, as uncertain-
ty continues to grip the region.

The situation in the country has taken a turn for
the worse, with weeks-long protests showing no
signs of slowing down. On Tuesday, US President
Donald Trump called upon protesters to take over
their institutions, urging them not to back down.
Without providing further details, he said that help
was on the way.

US President Donald Trump said he had been
informed that the violence in Iran had subsided,
but stressed that military options remain under
consideration inresponse to Tehran's handling of
the protests.

Human Rights organisations estimate that
more than 2,400 people have died during a
sweeping security crackdown launched by Iranian
authorities to quell demonstrations that spread
across the country.

Trump made the remarks on Wednesday as the
United States and the United Kingdom scaled back
staffing levels at the Al-Udeid air base in Qatar. US
officials described the mowve as a precaution,
according to media report.

Amid rising regional tensions, Iran briefly shut
its afrspace overnight, disrupting commercial
aviation. Several airlines subsequently announced
plans to divert flights away from Iranian airspace.

The aircraft had barely settled into its dimb when
the route ahead vanished from the map.

On Thursday morning, as tensions rose thou-
sands of kilometres away, Indian skies felt the
ripple. Iran’s sudden decision to shut its airspace-
triggered by internal unrest and an escalating
standoff with the United States-sent commercial
flights scrambling for alternatives. Some turned
back. Others never left the ground.

At Delhi airport, passengers bound for New York
watched departure boards flicker from on time to
cancelled. Two Air India flights were recalled
midair, their crews forced to abandon west-
bound paths that usually cut cleanly across Iran.
With Pakistan's airspace already closed, the
detours left little room for fuel calculations or
second chances. Airlines wamed of delays and dis-
ruptions, asking travellers to check their flight status
before leaving home. Behind the scenes, costs
mounted as planes were pushed onto longer, fuel-
heavy routes over unfamiliar corridors. For some
destinations, rerouting simply wasn't possible.

IndiGo’s services to Central Asia, Europe and
Turkey were also hit, while Spicejet echoed
similar concerns. Each airline spoke of safery first,
but the uncertainty lingered-an invisible reminder
of how guickly distant conflicts can intrude into
ordinary journeys. By nightfall, the airspace
remained shut, and the skies over Iran stayed quiet.
On the ground in India, however, the effects were
unmistakable: delayed reunions, altered plans, and
the uneasy sense that global tensions were no
longer far away, but flying alongside.
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Iran chaos: Al
cancels 3 flights;
IndiGo flight
returns to Baku

New Delhi Mumbai: Flights
between Indla and the Wesn
may take longer routes ws
alrlines have pansed fiving
through Iranksn and [ragi
afrapace due to the evolving
situation in th reglon
A sudden closure of Ire
rlam alrspang for some Dmeon
Wednesdoy Thursday — night
meant Alr India had to cancel
Thursday’s Delhi-New York
JFE (ATTAY, Dethi-Mewnrlk (Al
050 o Mucmbeud-TFE (Al 15)
The return flights were conse-
quently also cancelled. Indi
Go's Baku-Delhi fligh early
Thursday returned tothe Azer-
baijan capital within an hour
as it was to overfly lran after
erossing the Casplan Sea
Airlines nre watching the
evolving sttation closely I all
remains well, some could re-
sume overflying the “safer”
eastorn parts of Iran. Iragower
Mights resumed later on Thirs
iy, Sinee the situation is very
fluid. they are prepared to
mui b changes on short nothe:
Somie flizhts between India and
the West may make a fuelling
haldt dhue to the ralternate
routes thay ma;
ANOTAM issued Thursday
sail: *“Tehran flight informa-
thon reglon (FTH) closed 1o all
flights except internstional
eivil arrivals and departures o
and from Tehran FIR with pri
or permisaion from Iran Civil
Avintion  Authority”™ Subse
quently, another NOTAM was
issued saying “Tehian FIR re
stumed normal operations™ but
multiple alrlines are avolding
the airspiace for safiely reasons,
A Lufthansa spokesperson
sald the airline *ha i
to aperate flights to and from
Tel Avlv and Amman as day
flights from Thursday up to
and ineluding Monday, mw
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Al Plane Sucks In Baggage
Container, Suffers Damage

Flight To NY Had Returned To Delhi Due To Closure Of Iran Airspace

Tinaes Mews Nerwons

New Delhi: Alr Indias new
Airbus A350 (VT-IRB), with
over 250 peaple on baard, sul-
fered & double whammy whi-
le operating as Al 101 from
Dethi to New York on Thidrs-
day morning. First, {t retur
e bo Dielb due to the sudden
closure of Iranian airspace.
Then, whiletaxiing to the par
king bay at IGI Airport,
an  improperdy  secured
container got sucked into one
of its engines.

The alrcrafl I8 now groun
ded for r, worsening Al's
whdebody crunch, with one of
its six AdS0s put of servioe for
awhilenow,

The lalest incident again
highlights nnsafe nirside eon-
ditions at somo Indian aie
ports, where vehicles or unat-
tended haggage containers of-
ten collide with plamnes, A sani
tised airside becomes even
more crucinl in dense fog

According to tracking si-
fes, the alreraft ook off from
Delhi at 2.36am. While it was
In the Ahmed IPspisce,
the Iranian airspace, which it
15 to overfly subsequently,
wits closed

The airline then decidad to
return o Delhi and Binded in
the city 5t 5.17am. However, an
return, the unsecured bagga
ge container got sucked into
iaright-side sngine while tax.
iing to the terminal. Two mo
re Al flights — Delhi-Newark
and Mumbal-JFK Wit
also cancelled due to the
mirspace closare

An Al spokesperson said,
“Adr India  conflrms  that
Flight Allm, operating from
Delhl to New York (JFE), was
foroed (o return to Delhi
shortly after take-off due to
theunexpected closure ol 1Fa

The aircraft is now grounded for rapairs, worsening Al's widebody crunch

DACAAN

HOW IT HAPPENED!

New Delhk A loose wheel came off a cargo contalner at 1G] Alrport,
making the latter unstable and then topple, and probably leading
toan Alr India Arbus 4350 engine ingesting it during dense fog on
Thursday morning. A prefiminary investigation by Directorate
Ganeral of Civil Aviation revealed that a private ground handier
was transporting a few containess to an area near hay 242 at the
ainport, which is designated for Air Mauritius' ground service
equipment parking. These are the containers passengers see when
aircraft are docked at airports for carrving baggage, amiang other
things. “0ne of the whesals of the ground handler's tug that was
transporting a few containers tothat area came off and the
container toppled onto the taxiway. The equipment operator
noticed the Alr india alrcraft taxling In and vacated the spot with
the remaining dollies and containers, However, the container that
fedl was left behind and it got Ingested in engine number 2 of the Alr
Indfia A350 alrcraft,” sabd a senior official. The plane landed safely
on rumway 28, “During taxi to apron at taxiway N4 junction, the
number two englne ingested a cargo contalner, causing damage to
the engine. After clearing metal pieces, the aircraft was parked on

stand 244" added the official, ms

nian alrspace, which b
ted its planned route. Upon
landing i Delhl, the alreran

encountered o forelgn object
while taxiing in dense fog. re-
sulring In damage to the right

engine The aireraft was safe
Iy positioned to the designa-
ted parking stand, ensuring
the safety of all SETIEETE
and crew on board.”

The spokesperson added.
“Thes it is currently g
unided for a thorough investi-
gation and necessary repairs.
which may cagse potential
disruptions on select A350 ro-
utes. Alr India regres the in
comvenience cadsed to our
passengers and is prosctively
assisting them with alternati
v travel arrangements and
pefunds, as preferied
Safety remains the paramo-
unt priovity for Alr india and
the airline is committed 1o

providing  support  during
this time.™
The air safety division

northern reglon) of Direcio.
rate Genersl of Civil Aviation
|5 probing the Incident

In o similar incident, an
American Alrline jot was da
maged after ingesting a carngo
container on the tarmac ot
Chicago (VHare Alrporl in
Oct 2024 A luggage truck was
reportedly broken Into piece
after it was sucked into the
plana’sright engine.

Meanwhile, an Alr India
flight on its way to Singapore
was forced (o return mid-air
on  Wednesday after @
technleal issue An Alr India
spokesperson safd,

“Thecrew of flight ATZ80
operating from Delhito Singa
pore an Jan 14, decided to car
ry out a precautionary return
to Delhi shortly after tnke-off
due to n suspectil technical
issue. The aireraft landed sa-
fely in Delhl Our ground e
E at Delhi extended all
NECESSATY Asslstance to pas-
sengers and U Dight depar-
ted for Singapore on nn
allernative alreran.”
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Al AHMEDABAD CRASH
Pilots'bodyserves
noticeon AAIBfor
summoning
Captain'snephew
SHEKHAR SINGH
TRIMINE XIWs SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 15
The Federation of Indian Pilas
(FIP) has served a legal notice
o the Airoraft Arcident Trves-
tigation Bureau (AAIB), acous-
mg itof acting without jurisdic-
tion and causing harmssment
by summonmg a commereml
pilot whn, 1t says, had no con-
nection with the fatal Air India
crash that occurred in Ahmed-
abad last year

In a notice to the Drector
General and a senior official of
the AAIB, the FIP objected to
the summoning of Capt Varun
Anand, nephew of the
decensed Pilotin-Command,
Capt Sumeet Sabharwal in
connection with the probe mto
the Al Boeing T87-8 crash

“The said intimation does
not disclose the statutory
provision, purpose or rele-
vance under which he had
been sought to be sum-
moned,” the FIPsaid, adding
Capt Anand had no role,
imolvement or knowledge
related to the acodent.

The Tribune | &
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Iran airspace closure hits Al, IndiGo, SpiceJet ops

SHEKHAR SINGH
THINIEN EXEW S SENVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY15
A sudden closure of Iranian
airspace amid an emerging
security situation disrupt-
ed international flight opér-
ations on Thursday, forcing
Air India, IndiGo and
SpiceJet to reroute or can-
cel services. An Air India
A3b0 aireraft  suffered
major engine damage at
Delhi airport after inpgest-
ing a cargo container dur-
ing taxiing, following a
mid-air turnback linked to
the airspace shutdown.
The airspace shutdown,
which lasted for nearly five

hours, had an immediate
operational impact on air-
lines operating long-hatil
and West  Asia-bound
routes including the US,
Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States (CIS) coun-
tries, BEurope, and Turkey.
Carriers 155ued travel advi-
sories as multiple interna-
tional flights were delayed,
diverted or cancelled due

to the unavailability of

Iranian airspace.

Apainst this backdrop of

regional  instability,  Adir
India’s A350 aircraft, regis-
tration VI-JRE, operating
flight AT101 from Delhi to
New York (JFK) on Thiirs-

ENGINE SUFFERS DAMAGE

The darn.agedmglne nfﬁur India's
AZ50 aircraft at Delhi aimport. as

day, was forced to return to
the national capital after
entering an alternative roiit-
ing was ruled out. The air-
craft landed safely on Run-
way 28 at Delhi. However,
during taxing to the apron,
a serious pround incident
orcurred at  the taxiway
N/N4 junction.

DGCA officials said the
aircraft's No 2 engine
ingested a cargo container,
causing substantial dam-
ape, “The incident
occurred at 05:25 IS8T,
when visibility conditions
were described as margin-
al. " said the officials,

Preliminary findings show

that a BWFS tug transport-
ing containers to the Bag-
gage Make-up Area at Ter-

minal 3 crossed the
intersection through the
vehicular lane. *During

crossing, one of the contain-
er toppled onto the taxy way
intersection. This container
got ingested in No 2 engine
of Air India A350 aircrafl.
After dearing metal preces,
the aireraft was parked on
stand 244. Further investi-
gation is being carried out
by DECA," the official said.
Air India, 1n its advisory,
said the developments in
Iran had directly affected its
international operations.
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