Corporate Communications Directorate

GREATER KASHMIR SRINAGAR 15 JANUARY 2025

Ujala Cygnus organises medical
camp at Srinagar Airport

GK News Sarvice
Srinnagar, lan 14

In its ongoing efforts to
promote health and well
ness in the community,
Ujnla Cygnus Kashmir, o
leading healthcare provid-
er in the region, started a
threeday medical campat
the Srinagar Intemational
Adrport.

"On the first day of the
camp, free health screen
ings were provided to
over 100 patients from the
Alrport Authority, CISF,
CRPF, nnd airHnes staff
The enmp was i naugurated
by the Airport Director,
whoappreciated the efforts
of Uala Cymnus inreaching
ot to prominent places like
the internntional alrport,®
the organisers said ina
statement

"We are committed to
providing quality health
care services to the com
munity, and this medical
camp is a step in thatdirec
tion," said Dr. Pervez Safi,
Managing Director of Uala
Cygnus Hospltnls "These
initintives provide us
with a platform to interact

with people and patients
af their workplaces across
various domains. helping
us in our patient-centric
policies and reinforcing
our commitment to delly
ering quality healthcare
services.”

Acoording to Arafat, rep
resentative of Ujala Cypnus
Knshmir, "This camp also
aims to identify and reach
out to people who are cov
ered under various health
schemes like CGHS, ESIC,
and Ayushman Bharat. As
we nre empanelled with all
major healthcare panels,

patients can avail our ser
vices free of cost, relieving
them of financial burdens
We believe this initiative
will have a positive impact
on the dea of early detoc
tion."

“The medical camp
offered a range of services,
including blood pressure,
blood sugar, and other
vital parameter checks
The camp was staffed by
a team of experienced
doctors and healthcare
professionals from Uiala
Cygnus Kashmir." the
statement said,
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M Dense Fog Delays Around
300 Flights at Delhi Airport

MNEW DELHI Dense fog-induced low
ﬂ visibility conditions led to the delay
of around 300 flights from the Indira

Candhi international Alrport (IGIA)

located here on Wednesday

Thick smog engulfed Delhion Wednesday
marning, prompting warmings of possible flight
disruptions fromairpart and airline officials, as
worsening air guality cut visibility to zeroin
some areas, The visibitity during these hour
dropped below the required standard under the
permitted operation in low visibility procedure.

Motably. landings under CATHNB ILS on RVR
{runway visual range) basis are alfowedeven If
visibility isat S0meters and take-off at 125
mietres, —0ur Bureau
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Fog brings Capital to a halt

Jasjeev Gandhiok

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Very dense fog
gripped the Capital from 8.30am
to11.30am on Wednesday, envel-
oping the entire city in a white
blanket of zero visibility that
delayed train arrivals, halted
flight take-offs and impacted
traffic movement during the
morning rush hour, and subse-
quently had a cascading effect on
these operations for the rest of
the day. By nightfall, multiple
parts of the city reported light to
moderate rainfall.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) predicted
dense foggy conditions to con-
tinue till the weekend and issued
ayellow alert till January 18. Cit-
ing a western disturbance for the
development, IMD also predicted
light rainfall early Thursday.

Although this was not the
longest fog spell this winter—
this was a nine-hour spell from
11.30pm on January 3 and
8.30am on January 4—it marked
the most delayed dispersal and
the first time fog extended
beyond 9.30am this winter, offi-
cials said.

RK Jenamani, a scientist at
IMD, said: “By 8.30am, visibility
was between zero at Palam and
Safdarjung and below 100
metres at most places in the city.
This deterioration in visibility
was due to calm wind conditions
in the Capital and the surface
atmospheric boundary remain-
ing stable. The wind direction
was also easterly, so moisture
was being fed to the region. Zero
visibility lifted only around
11.30am and by 12.30pm too, the
visibility was only between 250
and 400 metres.”

The fog spell was accompa-
nied by a dip in temperature,
with Delhi recording a mini-
mum of 6°C, down from 8.9°C
recorded a day earlier and one
degree below normal. The maxi-
mum was 18.1°C, which was two
degrees below normal and down
from 21.2°C recorded a day ear-
lier. IMD forecasted Delhi’s max-
imum to hover around 17°C on
Thursday, and the minimum
around 10°C.

Travel hit

Over 350 [lights were delayed
due to zero visibility at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
and six were diverted to the Jai-
pur airport, airport officials said,
adding that departures were
held as a minimum runway
visual range (RVR) of 125 metres

?7

350:icheics

flights diverted
U'to Jaipur

35trains delayed

by an hoﬁ

was required for operations.
Northern Railways said opera-
tions of at least 35 trains, to and
from Delhi, were delayed by over
an hour due to fog.

An airport official said flights
can land if the RVR is 50 metres
and that on Wednesday, CAT-3
(lowest visibility) procedures
were initiated at all four run-
ways. "RVR at all four runways
remained within 75 to 300
metres, keeping a thick cover of
fog,” IMD’s Jenamani said.

At 11.45am, the Delhi airport
posted on X, “Due to inclement
weather conditions in Delhi,
multiple flights have been
impacted. We are working
closely with stakeholders to
assist passengers and minimise
any inconvenience caused.”

Around 2.20pm, the airport
posted that the visibility was
improving and operations were
returning to normality.

Commuters on the Dwarka Expressway near Gurugram Sector 99, on a cold, foggy Wednesday morning.

AQI nosedives; Grap 4 returns

Jasjeev Gandhiok

htreporters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Stages 3 and 4 of the
Graded Response Action Plan
(Grap) to combat pollution was
enforced in the Capital as air
quality index (AQI) plummeted
by over 100 points in a 24-hour
period, clocking a reading of 386
(“very poor”) at 4pm on Wednes-
day, according to the Central
Pollution Control Board's
(CPCB's) daily bulletin, and fur-
ther dipped below the 400 mark
at 8pm, clocking “severe” level.

Subsequently, the Delhi
directorate of education
announced that all classes,
except 10 and 12, will be held in
hybrid mode till further notice.

The AQI was 275 (“poor”) at
4pm on Tuesday. Subsequently,
on Wednesday, Grap 3 and 4
halted all construction and dem-
olition activities across NCR,

invoked a series of vehicular
restrictions in the region and
restricted in-person classes in
schools.

The Commission for Air Qual-
ity Management (CAQM) in NCR
and adjoining areas said it held a
review earlier in the day and
noted a rising trend in AQI due
to unfavourable
meteorological con-
ditions.

“The AQI of Delhi
was 275 (poor) on
January 14, but has
exhibited a sharp
increasing trend on
January 15, touching
386 by 4pm, owing
to dense foggy con-
ditions and low tem-
peratures, leading to extremely
low mixing height and ventila-
tion coefficient for dispersion of
pollutants,” it said in a state-
ment.

AIR WE
BREATHE

“Thus, the CAQM sub-com-
mittee has taken the call to
straightaway invoke all actions
under Stage 3 and Stage 4 meas-
ures of Grap with immediate
effect in the entire NCR,” the
statement said, directing state
and central pollution bodies to
ensure strict implementation of
curbs.

Under the curbs,
schools in Delhi-
NCR, except for
classes 10 and 12, will
work on a “hybrid”
mode.

Besides, there will
also be curbs in
Delhi on operations
of Delhi-registered
diesel-operated
medium goods vehicles (MGVs)
that are BS-4 and lower, diesel-
operated light commercial vehi-
cles (goods carriers), registered
outside Delhi and are BS-4 or

PARVEEN KUMARMT

lower, on entering the Capital.
However, vehicles carrying
essential commodities or provid-
ing essential services are
exempted in both cases.

Further, under Stage 3, tim-
ings for public offices and
municipal bodies across NCR
will have staggered timings and
the Centre might decide to stag-
ger office timings in Delhi too.
Under Stage 4, these offices are
required to only function at half-
strength.

Other additional measures
that can be taken include the clo-
sure of schools and colleges by
states, and the implementation
of the vehicle rationing scheme.

The Supreme Court on
December 5, 2024, directed
CAQM to invoke Grap Stage 3
when the AQI hits 350, against
the earlier threshold of 400, and
Grap Stage 4 when the AQI
crosses 400.
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Shah to launch today
fast-track immigration
system at 7 airports

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Expanding the
‘Fast Track Immigration-
Trusted Traveller Program’
(FTI-TTP), which enables fas-
ter immigration for pre-veri-
fied flyers through automat-
ed e-gates based on biometric
authentication, home minis-
ter Amit Shah will launch the
service Thursday at airports
in Mumbai, Chennai,
Kolkata, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Cochin,
and Ahmedabad.

The program is al-
ready running suc-
cessfully at Indira

enrolled for it. “Under the
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, the ‘Fast
Track Immigration-Trusted
Traveller Program’ is a sig-
nificant initiative under the
‘Viksit Bharat'@2047 vi-
sion,” the ministry said.
Both Indian citizens and OCI
cardholders can avail of the

] -.'-'-k .

GandhiInternational airport
here since June 2024. An offi-
cial had earlier said FTI-TTP
has enabled 60% faster immi-
gration clearance for those

facility free of cost. Shah will
inaugurate the FTI-TTP facil-
ity at the new airports from
Ahmedabad, taking the total
number of airports covered
so far to eight. The plan is to
expand the program to cover
21 airports in the country.
FTI-TTP has been imple-
mented through online por-
tal: https://ftittp.mha.gov.in.

To enroll, applicants need to

zg complete online regis-
4 tration by filling in
their details and up-
loading the required
documents on the por-
tal. The biometric data
of registered appli-
cants will be captured either
at Foreigners Regional Regis-
tration Office or while pass-
ing through theairport. Trav-
ellers need to scan their air-
line-issued boarding pass at
the e-gate, followed by scan-
ning their passport. Atthear-
rival and departure points,
the passenger’s biometrics
will be authenticated at e-
gates. Once authentication is
successful, the e-gate will
open, and immigration clear-
ance will be deemed granted.

le JANUARY 2025
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In Delhi, (Can’t) See It To Believe It

Zero Visibility For Nearly 2 Hours At IGI; Six

Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Six domestic
flights were diverted to Jaipur
and 350 were delayed at Indira
Gandhi International (IGI)
Airport on Wednesday as very
densefogshrouded visibility to
nearly zero for over two hours.
The 6 domestic flights were di-
verted between 8am and
10.30am. FlightRadar24, which
tracks flight activity, said that
the average delay of the over
350 flights was 70 minutes.
Departures were on hold
for a brief period early in the
morning as the minimum vi-
sibility at the runway was too
low for takeoffs. The visibili-
ty dipped to zero from 8.30am
onwards for over two hours.
“At IGI Airport, CAT-III
procedures were initiated. Ve-
ry dense fog prevailed persis-
tently from 8.30am to almost
11am. The visibility range at
all four runways remained
within 75 to 300 metres,” RK
Jenamani, a senior scientist at
the India Meteorological De-
partment, said. He added that
this was the first time this sea-
son when CAT III conditions
were implemented  after
9.30am, which is late in the day
for such dense fog to remain.
Officials said a flight can
land at the airport when the vi-
sibility is 50 metres, but a run-
way visibility range of 125
metres is needed for a flight to
depart. As therunway visibili-
ty dipped below 125 metres, it
led to many aircraft waiting at
parking bays, resulting in de-
lays. “Departures were briefly
put on hold when visibility
was lower than 125 metres as
flights could not take off. Ho-
wever, arrivals continued du-
ring this period as flights were
able to land,” said an official.
Neha Tandon, a passenger,
wrote on X: “Why are you ma-
king passengers board the

rat Mandapam, 9.50am

India Gate, 11.30am

Delhi from late
morning to late noon

> Dense fog after 9.30am for
first time this season; extending

flights and train operations

for nearly nine hours from
11.30pm to 8.30am on Jan 4-5

Dense fog envelops

> ZERO visibility at Safdarjung and
IGI Airport from 8.30am to 11.30am

till noon, it impacted road traffic,

» The worst intense dense fog
spell of the season was recorded

Iights Diverted, 350 Delayed By Dense Fog

ﬁ

T

H[

LLOW ALERT

Hanuman temple, Pusa Road, 9am

g Over 350
flights were
impacted at IGI

» Six Delhi-bound
flights diverted
to Jaipur

» Departures briefly
put on hold as
minimum visibility
criterion of 125m

at runway for takeoff
not met

3

issued for next 3 days

JAN 16 | Smog/moderate fog at most places and
dense fog at a few places likely in the morning.

Possibility of very light rain during morning.
Smog/shallow fog likely in evening/night

JAN 17 | Smog/moderate fog at most of the
places and dense fog at a few places likely in
the morning. Partly cloudy sky. Smog/shallow
to moderate fog likely in evening/night

JAN 18| Same as day earlier

Things may not look up
immediately with yellow alert

14 Jan 2025

WHAT TO
EXPECT

» May affect
some flights,
trains and
traffic on
highways

> Difficult
driving
conditions,

with slower
journey time

CRITERIA FOR FOG

SHALLOW | Visibility below 1,000m;
MODERATE | Below 500m; DENSE | Below 200m:;
SEVERE DENSE | Below 50m

Geeta Colony, 8:30am

15 Jan 2025

Transport is
not the only
thing affected

> Dense fog contains
particulate matter and
other pollutants; prolonged
exposure may result

in deposition in lungs,
reducing functional =*
capacity. This may
result in wheezing,
coughing and
shortness of breath

1

s T

flight and making them sit in
the plane for hours? We have be-
en sitting in the plane for close
to two hours now with no idea
when takeoff will happen.”
However, even after the visi-
bility improved, the cascading
effect of the delays continued

through the day. At11.45am, Del-
hi Airport wrote on X, “Due to
inclement weather conditions
in Delhi, multiple flights have
been impacted. We are working
closely with stakeholders to as-
sist passengers and minimise
any inconvenience caused.”

At2.20pm it again wrote on
X: “Runway visibility at Delhi
airport is improving, and
flight operations are gradually
resuming.” It asked passeng-
ers to contact their airlines for
the latest flight updates.

Officials said the airport

Initiates low visibility proce-
dures (LVP) measures, aimed
at making landing for flights
easier, when visibility dips be-
low 800 metres.

During this period, CAT-1
procedures, which are a basic
set of precautions, are initia-

ted for visibility above 550 met-
res. Those pilots who are CAT-
II compliant are allowed to
land when visibility is betwe-
en 275-550 metres. However,
CAT-IITI A and Bpilotscan land
when visibility is below 275
metres and even at 50 metres.
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An aviation hub

International transit via Indian airports needs attention

t has been reponed thar Afr India, the country's only remaining major full-

service carrier, intends to try and increase its aftractiveness to international

rawvellers — both those wishing to fly in and out of India as well as those that

gt find it corvenient towse an Indian sirpor as a transit hub while ravelling
between two international destinations. The airline has said that Delhi airport,
India's most trafficked, receives less than a hundredth of the 130 million orso pas-
sengers who pass through India's sirspace annuathy; Dubai. in comparison. recefves
10 per cent of the=e and Doha 7.5 per cent. Clearly, thiere is room for improvement in
this respect. The airfline also believes that more direct flights w intemational desti-
nations will help its bottom line. Certainly, it is sitting on multiple lucrative landing
slots in variows intemnational airports that it could better utilisa.

Alr India’s major competitor domestically, low-cost carrier IndiGo, has also
ramped up intemnational operations of late. k& has been reported. for example,
that after the regulators relaxed the prohibition on Indian airines “wet leasing™
planes — renting an aircrafi with a crew and passengers — IndiGo k= exploring
such an armngement with a Scandinavian airline for connecting flights in Eunope.
It currently has an arrengement with Turkish Airfines to fly passengers out of
India to Istanbul, where they (the passengers) can connect to European destina-
tions; It hopes to operate direct Aights to a London airpaet at some point, though
forthe moment it appears it may have to settle for Manchester. If this pans out, it
will be able toutilise its larpe domestic network toconnect passengers to a British
afrport through its hub in Delhi.

This excellent opportunity for sectoral growth and increased comvenience for
passenzers will however, require the co-operation of airpart operators and regulators,
as well s other government agencies. Creating an international hob is not easy.
Only about 20 per cent of traffic in Delhi is transfer traffic. which allows a great deal
of room for improvenent. However, the reasons for this low number, and the pop-
ularity of transit hubs in Indiss near abroad such as Dahai and Singapore, must be
property understood. Those airports are efficient, promising a low transfer time
and great reliability. They olso have more connections than any Indian airport. 1t
has been too easy to blame the success of such alrpors on past decisions to grant
hilateral landing rights to sifdines that use them as hubs. The question that should
b asked is why passengers prefer to use them, once given an option.

Without the cooperation of the relevant authorities in sireambining processes,
these attempts are unlikely to succeed. One such requirement is reordering the
operations of Customs. Checking hageage should be made easier, rather than
requiring passengers to pick up their lugeage in order to go through Customs.
Internationel transit will require refigging schedules so as to ensure a caonvenient
transfer time, and for baggage-handling protocols o be made more efficlent at
Delhi sirpor. Expansions to the airport's capacity have also been long promised:
last year, Delhi airpor said it would increase peak efficiency by almost a third, @
handle 110 takeoffs and landings an hour, The ambitions of the large airtines and
of alrports all match up; regulation, oversight, and capacity should be adapted to
meet these new aspirations.
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Inditz0 has been fined T25 lakh by The company said it has been penall-  on the financials, operations, or other
the Joint Commissioner (Customs),  sed 72511,180 for “demand of additional activities of the company” IndiGo also
Ludhiana, over adispute imolvingad-  dutvofl customsonremnant ATE"inan  clarified its intention to “take appro-
ditional customs duty on leftover avia-  exchange filing on Wednesday: priate legal measures” against the pe-
tion turbine fuel (ATF). Itadded, “There is nomaterial impact  nalty —Our Bureau
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India largest market

for flying taxis, says
Sarla Aviation CEO

AYAMTIBERA
Bengaluru, lanuary 15

ELECTRIC FLYING TaX|
startup Sarla Aviation, which
plans to launch services in
ek i EfIEH,will lEit |.1|||_'.r I'[}l
betweenairports and commer
cial hubs such as IT parks in
Bengalumi, one of the world s
most congested dties. [taimsto
expand to Delhi, Mumbai and
Pune, eventually connecting
key hubs withmn these aties,

Electric vertical takeott and
landing aircraft (eVTOL), also
knownas fying taxis, am seenas
the next major evolutlon in
irban alr mobility, Sarda's ale
taxiswill accommodateup tosx
passengers, with a maximum
Ioad of 680kg andwillbe priced
similardy to premium ride-hail-
Ing services ke BluSmart, Ola
SUY, or UberXl. Forinstance, an
UberXLl ride from Electronic
City to Bengalun arport costs
around € 2,000, while a non-
premium UberGo ride for the
same 50-km journey costs
abaiit half that amount.

The firm aims to eventual by
reduce ride costs to that of an
auto-ridshaw, Speaking to FE,
co-founder and CEQ, Sarda Avia-
tion, Adrian Schmidi, =ald: "1
think when it comes to the

ADRIAN ECHMIDT,
CO-FOUNDER & CEQ,
SARLA AVIATION

1 think when it
comes to India,
main differentiator

is going to be the
pricing.

Inddian madket, pricing ks going
ta be the maindifferentiaton’
India is the largest market for
flving taxis global by, beadded,
Like Schmidt, US-based
Archer Aviation, alko plans a
commercial Taunch of s e-
VTOL, ‘Midindght” n 2006, The
firm haspartnered with IndiCio’s
paremnt firm, InterGlobe andwill
ot eraride carrying five passen-
pers from CPin Delhi to Guro-
gram In seven minutes, priced
between €2,000and €3,000,
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Akasa Air faces DGCA heat for lapses

Warning letter issued to airline’s accountable manager

PTI
WELIMEEA

Aviation watchdog DGCA has
issued a warning letter to
Alasa Air's accountable man-
ager Vinay Dube, who is also
its founder and CEQ, for regu-
latory lapses, days after the
airline was warned for violat-
ing norms related to handling
dangerous goods.

Sources on Tuesday told
PTI that the regulator has
warned the airline's
Accountable Manager to be
careful to avwoid non-com-
pliance, citing two specific

—

g

incidents related to a hard
landing of aircraft and non-
revision of the operations
manual within the preseribed
time frama.

There was no immediate
comment from Akasa Air,

In a not-so-common devel-
opment, the Directorate

General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has now issued two
warning letters o Akasa Air
in less than a week. This is in
addition to actions against the
little over two-year-old airline
for various non-compliances,
including asix-month suspen-
sion of the carrer's head of
operations and head of train-
ing for alleged lapses in pilot
raining.

As per the DGCA website,
the accountable manager of
SNV Aviation Pvt Ltd — which
operates flights under the
brand Akasa Air — is Vinay
Dube.
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Domestic aviation industry likely to clock
32,000-3,000 cr net loss in FY25: Report

PTI
NEW DELHI

The country’s civil aviation
industry is projected to report
net loss of Rs 2000 to Rs 3000
crore in current and next
financial year as supply chain
challenges and engine issues

are expected to continue for
some mMoTe time, as per a
report

In the report on Tuesday,
rating agency lcra  said
domestic air passenger traffic
was estimated at 153 lakh in
December, 73% higher com-
pared to 142.5 lakh recorded in

November 2024,

“It grew by -10.8 per cent on
a YoY basis and was higher by
-17.5 per cent than pre-Covid
levels, ie., December 2019.
Airlines’ capacity deployment
in December 2024 was higher
than December 2023 by -75
per cent,” it added.
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Bomb threat note in IndiGo
Goa-Mumbai flight’s loo

Megha Kuchik

MUMBSI
—

An unidentified person has
been bocked for leaving a
bomb threat letter in the lava-
tory of IndiGos Goa-Mumbai
flight (6E-5101) on January 13,
One side of the letter in blue
ink read, “Be careful, bomb”,
while the other side read,
“Revenge’.

As per the FIR, the flight
departed from Manohar
International Airpaort, Goa, at
939%m. About 20 minutes
before landing, a passenger,
Himanshu Khanna, informed
a crew member about the
letter in the lavatory, near the

soap case. The crew retrieved
it and handed it over to the
pilot Pushkraj Wagh.

Wagh notified the Air
Traffic Control and other rel-
evant authorities. The flight
landed at an isolation bay ar
1043pm  in Mumbai, The
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF), the airline’s
security team, and aircraft
maintenance engineers thor-
oughly inspected the plane
but found nothing suspicious.

Abhijit Sawant, 33, the air-
lines assistant security man-
ager, filed a complaint with
the Sahar police, who have
registered a case under the
Bharativa Nyava Sanhita
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Number of flights
diverted from Delhi
due to dense fog

Mare than 300 flights were delayed
6 and departures were briefly put on

hold at the Delhi airport as low
wvisibility conditions due to dense fog
significantly impacted operations, Alr india,
in a post on X, said poor visibility due to
dense fog and airport congestion may
affect flight operations in Delhi. s
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The D=0A hisd now isdued two warning [etters to
Akasa Alr in |ess than a week_ REUTIES

DGCAheaton
Akasa Air for lapses

Thn.-ljlr-.-u torate General ol Chvil Aviation
(DGC A has lssued a wambng letter to Akasa
Alrs accountable nunsger Vinay Dube, who
ls alsoits founder ad CEO, for regl story Lapses,
days afier the airine was warmed forviolaging
rrms relatixd to handling dangesous gocds,

Sources on Tuesday told PTY that the
regulator has wamed the airling's sccouniable
minager 1o becareful to avold non-compliance,
citlng twispecific incidends related to a hard
landing of atreraft and non-revislon of the
operatbons manual within the prescribed time
frams. There was no mmediate comment from
Alcasa Adr.

Inanot-so-cammon develspment, the
aviation watchidog has now bssaed fwo warning
letters to Akasa Afr in less than aweel. Thists in
adelithon 1o actions sgdnst the Hetle over two-
yesr-ohd alrtine for varioos mon-complinoes,
Imichuding a slx-month saspenséon of the
carrher's head of operations and head of trafining
for alleged Lypses dn pllot tradndng.

Inawarning letter dated 13 January, the
|'I."|.‘:|JL|.|1:| Teas also L'IlL-.lll'It'hI:rqa'thllll ol thie
alrtine's head of operations and hesd of trainlng
besbdes the two nckdents. FTI
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‘Domestic aviation industry may clock
Z2K-3K crnetloss in FY25 and FY26°

NEW DELHI: The country’s
civil aviation industry is pro-
jected to report a net loss of
Rs 2,000 to Rs 3,000 crore in
FY25 and FY26 as supply chain
challenges and engine issues
are expected to continue for
some more time, according
to a report. In the report, Icra
also said that domestic air pas-
senger traffic was estimated at
153 lakh in December, 7.3 per
cent higher against 142.5 lakh
recorded in November last vear.
“Further, it grew by 10.8 per
cent on a YoY basis and was
higher by 17.5 per cent than the
re-Covid levels, ie., Decem-
r 2019. The airlines’ capacity
deployment in December 2024
was higher than December 2023
by 7.5 per cent and by 3.8 per

cent over November 2024, it
added. Giving a stable outlook
for the Indian aviation industry,
Icra said there are expectations
of moderate growth in domes-
tic air passenger traffic and a
relatively stable cost environ-
ment in FY25.

Moreover, the industry
witnessed improved pricing
power during FY24, reflected
in the higher yields (over pre-
Covid levels) and the revenue
per available seat kilometre-
cost per available seat kilometre

spread of the airlines.

“The momentum in the air
passenger traffic growth wit-
nessed in FY24 is likely to mar-
ginally taper to 7-10 per cent
in FY25 (against 13 per cent
in FY24), given the high base
of FY24 and lower passenger
traffic in H1 FY25, impacted
by severe heat waves and other
weather-related disruptions.

“The yields are also likely
to be under pressure, as air-
lines strive to maintain ade-
quate passenger load factor
(PLF). global passenger traffic
for Indian carriers is expected
to grow by 15-20 per cent in
FY25,” the report said. For FY25
and FY26, Icra has projected the
industry to register a net loss of
Rs 20-30 billion. Pl
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Domestic aviation industry likely to clock
32,000-33,000 Crore net loss in FY25: Report

PT1 B NEW DELHI

he country's civil aviation

industry is projected to
report a net loss of Rs 2,000 to
Rs 3,000 crore in the current
and next financial year as
supply chain challenges and
engine issues are expected to
continue for some more time,
according to a report.
In the report on Tuesday,
rating agency Icra also said
that domestic air passenger
traffic was estimated at 153
lakh in December, 7.3 per
cent higher compared to
1425 lakh recorded in
November last year.
"Further, it grew by -10.8 per
cent on a YoY basis and was
higher by ~17.5 per cent than
the pre-Covid levels, iE.,
December 2019. The airlines’
capacity deployment in
December 2024 was higher
than December 2023 by -7.5
per cent and by ~3.8 per cent
over November 2024, it

added.

Giving a stable outlook for the
Indian aviation industry, Icra
said there are expectations of
moderate growth in domestic
air passenger traffic and a

relatively stable cost
environment in FY25.
Moreover, the industry

witnessed improved pricin
power during FY24, reflecte
in the higher yields (over pre-

Covid levels) and the revenue
per available seat kilometre-

cost per available seat
kilometre (RASK-CASK)
spread of the airlines.

"The momentum in the air

passenger traffic growth
witnessed in FY2024 is likely
to marginally taper to 7-10
per cent in  FY2025
(compared to 13 per cent in
FY2024), given the high base
of FY2024 and lower
passenger traffic in HI
FY2025, impacted by severe
heat waves and other weather-
related disruptions.

"The yields are also likely to
be under pressure, as airlines
strive to maintain adequate
passenger load factor (PLF).
International passenger
traffic for Indian carriers is
expected to grow by 15-20 per
cent in FY2025," the report
said. For FY 2025 and FY
2026, Icra has projected the
industry to register a net loss
of Rs 20-30 billion.

Supply chain challenges and
engine failure issues impacted
the industry capacity over the
last 18 months and are
expected to continue affecting
it this year, it added.
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