AIRPOF-? TSAUT HORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD

BANGALORE

14 DECEMBEE 2025

MANPOWER GAP

Nearly23%airtraffic controllerpostsvacant

NEW DELHI, DHNS

Traffic Controllers (ATCOs), who

are trained professionals managing
aircraft movements in the sky and on
the ground to ensure safety.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation has
informed the Lok Sabha that 22.75%
of ATCO posts are vacant at present.
However, it has insisted that no key
operational units have been shut down
due to manpower shortage.

Minister of State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol said in a written
reply that air traffic is managed by
the Airports Authority of India (AAI)
through a total sanctioned strength of
5537 Air Traffic Controllers (ATCOs).

“The deployment of Air Traffic Con-
trol Officers (ATCOs) is undertaken
by AAl based on the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation - Civil Aviation
Requirements (CAR) on Watch Duty
Time Limitations (WDTL), which is
as per international norms and also as
per air traffic volume at airports so as
to ensure safe and efficient air traffic
management,” he said.

“The total vacancies of ATCOs
is 1,260, with 396 vacancies in the
Northern Region, 331 vacanciesin the
Southern Region, 286 vacancies in the

Indiais short of at least 1,260 Air

AwewofAIrTrac Ctro! (ATC) at
Kempegowda International Airport.

EMPTY SPOTS

m India short of at least 1,260 Air
Traffic Controllers

m ATCO are trained professionals
managing aircraft in the sky, on
ground

m AAl has 9,771 vacancies out of
25,730 sanctioned posts.

Western Region, 199 vacancies in the
Eastern Region and 48 vacancies in
the North-eastern Region,” he said in
response to questions by Trinamool
Congress MP Rachna Banerjee.

Safety assured
He said aviation safety is maintained
through optimal utilisation of available

manpower in accordance with the
extant norms and standards. “No key
operational units have been shut down
due to manpower shortage,” he added.

AATIhas a total of 9,771 vacancies,
including 1,260 ATCOs, out of 25,730
sanctioned posts.

Mohol also said AAT has seven
operational ATC personnel training
centres, which include three Air Traffic
Services Training Organisations (AT-
STOs), namely, Civil Aviation Training
College (CATC), Prayagraj, Hyderabad
Training Centre (HTC), Hyderabad
and National Institute of Aviation
Training and Management (NIATAM),
Gondia and four Regional Training
Centres (RTCs) located at Delhi, Mum-
bai, Chennai, and Kolkata.

To a separate question by JMM MP
Vijay Kumar Hansdak, the Minister
said there are 203 vacancies out of 598
sanctioned posts in the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Safety and 794 vacancies out
of 1,630 posts in DGCA.

The shortfall in manpower require-
ments has notimpacted the function-
ing of these organisations, Mohol said,
adding that structural and administra-
tive reforms in the aviation sectoris a
continuous process based on interna-
tional aviation standards and evolving
technological trends.
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AAI conducts fog drill at Patna
airport amid IndiGo cancellations

Ruchir Kumar

ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: On a day when four
pairs of IndiGo flights were
cancelled due to operational
reasons, the Airports Authority
of India (AAT) on Saturday con-
ducted a fog preparedness dry
run at Jay Prakash Narayan
International (JPNI) Airport to
assess readiness and coordina-
tion among airport stakehold-
ers during dense fog conditions
in the winter season, said offi-
cials.

According to AAL the exer-
cise evaluated operational effi-
ciency, passenger handling,
and delay management during
peak winter operations when
visibility often drops sharply.
The JPNI requires a minimum
visibility of 1,000 metres for
flights to operate.

Among the IndiGo flights
cancelled on Saturday were one
pair each from Bengaluru (6E
6451/6E 6452), Hyderabad (6E
915/6E 6683), Delhi (6E
6549/6E 6550}, and Chennai
(6E 678/6E 679).

The disruptions are set to
continue, with eight IndiGo
flights scheduled to remain
cancelled on Sunday. These
include services to and from

Stranded passengers inquire about flights at Jaiprakash Narayan
Airport in Patna amid widespread IndiGo flight disruptions on

Saturday.

Bengaluru (6E 124, 6E 6452),
Kolkata (6E 663), Deoghar (6E
7945), Delhi (6E 6644, GE
6550), and Hyderabad (6E
6683, 6E 6335), an AAI press
release issued on Saturday
evening said.

As many as 16 IndiGo flights
were cancelled to and from
Patna on Friday.

Airport director Chandra

SANTOSH KUMARHT

Pratap Dwivedi said the dry run
was conducted in compliance
with the airport’s fog prepared-
ness standard operating proce-
dures and Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) guide-
lines, ensuring strict adherence
to mandated protocols.

The drill involved participa-
tion from AAI the Central
Industrial Security Force

(CISF), the Indian Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD), IndiGo,
Air India, state police, and food
and beverage and housekeep-
ing agencies operating at the
airport.

As part of the exercise, a
briefing session was held to
outline the roles and responsi-
bilities of each stakeholder. An
information desk was set up
outside the terminal to address
passenger queries, while extra
seating was arranged to man-
age delayed check-in and
boarding. Food and beverage
arrangements were also
reviewed and found satisfac-
tory. A mock drill for passenger
deboarding and boarding was
conducted in line with SOPs,
followed by a debriefing ses-
sion to identify gaps and miti-
gation measures.

“The fog preparedness mock
exercise successfully demon-
strated the readiness and coor-
dinated capabilities of person-
nel at the JPNI airport to man-
age fog-related disruptions
effectively,” Dwivedi said, add-
ing that the drill affirmed the
preparedness of all agencies to
ensure passenger safety, com-
fort, and operational efficiency
during fog-induced emergen-
cies.
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AAT’s Juhu & Dahisar transmitters to
be relocated, bldg height curbs to go

'HOUSING FOR ALL' SCHEME ANNOUNCED

Chittaranjan Tembhekar
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The Maharashtra
government has decided to
relocate Airports Authority
of India’s high-frequency tr-
ansmitters and receivers at
Dahisar and Juhu (DN Nag-
ar), amove thatisexpected to
remove long-standing heig-
ht restrictions on buildings
and unlock stalled redevelo-
pment projects in these den-
sely populated pockets of the
city. The govt has also ann-
ounced a new “housing for
all” initiative aimed at mak-
ing redevelopment viable in
constrained zones across
BMC jurisdiction, offering
free FSI and TDR benefits
against unconsumed FSI,
eventually increasing area
for beneficiaries of the hous-
ing schemes.

> High-frequency radar
installations at Dahisar and D N
Magar in Juhu to be relocated

» Dahisar transmitter to be
moved to Gorai, Juhu's waits for
nod from AAl on site

> Move will help remove height
curbs on buildings in the areas,
boost redevelopment projects

» |Increased redevelopment
potential to enhance property
values in both areas

> State govt also announces
‘housing for all' scheme to boost
redevelopment in funnel zones,
near defence installations, etc
that have stayed outside ambit
of full-scale redevelopment

The announcements, ma-
de by CM Devendra Fadnavis
in the state legislature, offer
amajor relief for those seek-
ing new houses and redevel-
opment opportunities. The
presence of the aviation ins-
tallations at Dahisar and Ju-
hu had resulted in stringent
building height curbs in sur-
rounding areas. making red-
evelopment virtually impos-
sible.

Fadnavis said the radars
would be shifted to techni-
cally suitable locations.

“The Mumbai air traffic
control uses high-frequency
(HF) transmitters and rece-
ivers to communicate with
aircraft over the Arabian
Sea and parts of the Indian
Ocean,” said a senlor avia-
tion official.

»To move to Gorai, P 2
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Govt, AAI agree to move Dahisar radar
to Gorai; state willing to bear entire cost

Chittaranjan.Tembhekar
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The AAl's Juhuand
Dahisar radar are all set to be

relocated. “The ministry of ci-

vil aviation and the AAI have
agreed to shift the Dahisar
transmitter to Gorai. The state
government has conveyed to
the Centre its willingness to
bear the entire cost of reloca-
tion and provide alternative
land. As part of the arrange-
ment, the Gorai land will be
transferred to the government
of India free of cost, while
AATwill make 50% of its exis-
ting land at Dahisar available
for development of a public
garden,” deputy CM Eknath
Shindesaid.

On the Juhu front, the state
has proposed an alternative si-

te to AAL and the authority’s
technical team has been invi-
ted to inspect the location. On-
ce the inspection is completed
and a suitable site is finalised,
the approval process for relo-
cating the Juhu radar will be
initiated, read the statement
by the CM.

“The HF transmitter and
receiver are placed separately
to prevent interference, allo-
wingreliable two-way commu-
nication with aircraft hund-
reds of nautical miles offsho-
re,” an official said.

Explaining the govt's poli-
cy in the state legislative coun-
cil, Shinde said redevelop-
ment had been held up as
buildings near the airport we-
re unable to utilise their full
permissible floor space due
to funnel zone norms. To add-

ress this, the state has framed
the new scheme under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
‘housing for all' initiative,
he added.

Officials said the reloca-
tion of both the aviation instal-
lations will pave the way for
long-pending redevelopment
of buildings in Dahisar and
Juhu (DN Nagar), offering re-
lief to residents affected by re-
development deadlocks.

Several pockets in the city-
—such as funnel zones in Par-
le, areas around the Juhu mili-
tary transmission station, the
Kandivli-Malad COD belt, de-
fence-adjacent lands and other
restricted zones—have remai-
ned outside the ambit of full-
scale redevelopment due to
planning and regulatory limi-
tations. “Under the proposed

housing for all scheme, free
FSIof upto300sq ft will be pro-
vided for the BWS category,
while economically weaker
sections will be eligible for free
rehahilitation of LIG tene-
ments of up to 600 sq ft. The re-
quired incentive FSI will be
granted for this purpose, while
the basic FSIrights of original
landowners will remain in-
tact,” the govt said.

The policy also proposes
making unconsumed FSILavai-
lable in the form of TDR, enab-
ling developers to raise funds
and improve the financial via-
bility of projects. All incenti-
ves, premiums and allied bene-
fits available under Develop-
ment Control Regulations 33
(7) and 33(9) will continue un-
der the new scheme,” said
Fadnavis,
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K'TAKA MOVES
AHEAD WITH 2ND
AIRPORT PLAN

M.B. GIRISH | DC
BENGALURU. DEC. 13

The Karnataka State Indu-
strial and Infrastructure Dev-
elopment Corporation (KSI-
IDC) has invited tenders to
select a consultancy firm to
prepare a location suitability
and technical and financial
feasibility report for the pro-
posed second international
airport near here. The last
date for submission of applica-
tions is January 12.

A team from the Airports
Aunthority of India has inspect-
ed sites at Choodahalli and
Somanahalli on Kanakapura
road and another location near
Nelamangala. The consultan-
cy firm selected will be requ-
ired to submit a detailed tech-
nical and financial feasibility
report to the government with-
in 5 months, sald minister
M.B. Patil. “Once the feasibili-
tv report is received, the state
government will decide on the
next course of action.”
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2nd airport: Tenders floated
for feasibility study of sites

Locationwill be
finalised after
in-depthstudyby
consultant

—_—

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

he plan for a second air-
Tpurt in Bengaluru has

been set in motion with
the Karnataka State Industrial
and Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation (KSIIDC)
floating a tender inviting con-
sultants to prepare a detailed
strategic and technical site
feasibility report for the three
shortlisted locations.

The Airports Authority
of India has only done a pre-
liminary assessment of the
shortlisted locations, said
Industries Minister M B Patil,

“Based ontheir preliminary
assessment, we are getting an
in-depth multi-disciplinary
feasibility study done, Based
on this, we'll choose the loca-
tion on merit. This is the first

Based on their
(ALI) preliminary
assessment, wWe are
getting an In-depth multi-
disciplinary feasibility study
done. Based an this, we'll
choaose the location on merit.
This is the first
of the two main
tenders which
will go out for the
airport.
M B Patil,
Industries
Minister

of the two main tenders which
will go out for the airport,”
Patil told DH.

The feasihility report will
play a key rolein finalising the
airport’s location. Among the
threeshortlisted sites, twoare
near Kanakapura Road and
onenear Tumakuru Road.

Thelocations near Kanaka-
pura Road are adjacent and
also have overlapping land ar-
eas. As a part of the feasibility
study, these will be evaluated
individually, as well as jointly,
to “assess their potential asa
combined site”,

“KSIIDC has also kept the
option open to add another
site for evaluation during the
course ofthe assignment, sub-

Whois eligible?
Firms that have executed
projects worth at least
Rs 250 crore annually
over the past five years,
and have handled or
prepared consultancy
reports for aminimum
of five projects in the
relevant sector, will be
eligible to participate in
the tender.

Time period
The consultant will
have approximately B.5
months fromthe date
of commencement to
submit the Strategic &
Technical Site Feasi-
bility Report. Once the
studyisinand location is
finalised, the tender for
theairport’s design will
be floated.

ject to mutually agreed time-
lines and costs,” stated the
Request for Proposal (RFP).
» Second airport, Page 6
Hosur airport: 2.9k acres to
be acquired, Page 8

2nd airport:
Tenders
floated for
feasibility
study of
sites

Second airport,
FromPage 3

However, Patil said the gov-
ernment is not particularly
looking for any other loca-
tion outside the shortlisted
sites. “Currently, we don't
have any other location in
mind. This has only been
added to ensure we pick
the best location out of all
possible permutations and
combinations in and around
the city,” added Patil.

Broad scope

From a bird's-eye view, the
selected consultant’s work
will involve four broad
groups — assessment of
AALI's study on site feasibili-
ty. assessment of site techni-
cal feasibility, development
of astrategic framework for
site selection and selection
of the preferred site.

A multi-faceted eval-
uation encompassing
technical, strategic, opera-
tional, environmental and
economic elements will be
carried out by the chosen
consultant.

This will begin with a
thorough analysis of AAI's
previous feasibility studies,
with emphasis on physical
characteristics like land size,
rainfall pattern, topography,
and zoning; meteorological
conditions; the availability
of infrastructure for power,
water,and sewage; and envi-
ronmental considerations.

Apart from this, the
surrounding population
and development at each
location and distance
from Bengaluru's main
demand centres will also be
analysed.

As part of the technical
feasibility study, the con-
sultant will be required to
do assessments of drainage
and soil, topographical, ge-
otechnical, hydrological,
and meteorological surveys,
obstacle limitation surface
(OLS) studies and power
lines and other utilities that
would require diversion,
The consultant will also be
responsible for getting the
statutory approvals and reg-
ulatory clearances required
for setting up the airport.

Airspace management
remains a key factor. The
study will evaluate the fea-
sibility ofintegrating thesite
with the region’s air traffic
control systems to assess
potential airspace conflicts
with the Kempegowda In-
ternational Airportand oth-
er existing airfields, includ-
ing military airstrips in the
region. Impact on tourism
alsoneeds to be highlighted
in the study.

The RFP also highlights
traffic demand assessment
and forecasting.

“The consultant shall as-
sess and present a reason-
able forecast of air, rail and
road traffic volume and re-
quirements for passengers/
tourists and goods/com-
maodities.” noted the tender.
The consultant will project
passenger and cargo traf-
fic over a 35-vear horizon,
with estimates at five-year
intervals.
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Hosur airport: 2.9k
acres to be acquired
from 12 villages

E T B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENMAL DHNS

bout3,000acresofland,
including 800 acres of
overnment land, in 12
villages in Tamil Nadu'’s Kr-
ishnagiri district are likely to
be acquired for the building of
anairportin Hosur.

The move comes after the
state government chose the
Hosur-Berigai-Bagalur-Shool-
agiri quadrilateraltohouse the
airport, being planned to han-
dle about 3 crore passengers
annually.

The government last month
floated atendertoselectacon-
sultant to prepare a Detailed
Techno-Economic Report
(DTER) for developing the
airport.

A detailed Land Develop-
ment Plan (LDP) derived by
the Krishnagiriadministration
has estimated that the govern-
ment-owned land parcelsinthe
region amount to 845 acres.

“Theplansays 2,134 acresof
private land, including agricul-
tural land, have to be acquired
for the airport. In total, 2,979
acresare to beacquired for the
project,” a source in the know
told DH.

“Once the GO is published,
wewillstartacquiring land. We
hope to complete the process
by February, butitdepends on
how fastwe get the approvals,”

LAND DETAILS

u The villages are Ba-
lavanapalli, Muthali,
Adavanapalli, Dasapalli,
Pedha Muthali, Attoor,
Alenatham, Kaarupalli,
Nandimangalam, Soodu-
kondapalli, Midudepalli,
and Venkatesapuram

w Adetailed Land Devel-
opment Plan estimates
that government-owned
land parcels in the region
amount to 845 acres

m 2,134 acresof private
land, including agricultural
land, have to be acguired

said another source.

The chosen location for the
airport— Berigai-Bagalur —is
close to the Tamil Nadu sec-
tion of the Bengaluru Satel-
lite Town Ring Road (STRR).
Besides passenger traffic, the
government believes the new
airport will attract freight traf-
fic, given that Hosur houses
over 500 industries and about
3,000 MSMEs,

Though no airport can be
built within 150 km of the Ben-
galuru International Airport
till 2033, Tamil Nadu believes
it can either work out a deal to
getan exemption oroperation-
alise the project after the con-
cessionaire agreement ends.
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Purnea Airport sees record footfall in
2-and-half-month of flight operations

Aditya Nath Jha o IGupta furthelr said t!mt the approach Iighlt[ng systemn, with

A ACCORDING TO Airports Authority of India (AAI)  further action subject to

NS e e ; has taken up major expansion approval from the ministry of
- . AIRPORT PRt i iy eatiey

PURNEA: Purnea Airport has wit- < Frorh : work at the airport, including defence. Coordination with

nessed a record passenger foot- DIRECTOR MORE the development of a new civil  Chunapur Air Force Station at

fall in the first two-and-a-half T AN 53.276 enclave, whichis expected tobe  the station commander level has

months after the resumption of
commercial flight operations fol-
lowing its inauguration by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Sep-
tember 15 this year.

According to data shared by
airport director Deep Prakash
Gupta, more than 53,276 passen-
gers used air services at Purnea
Airport between September 15
and December 12, including
26,695 arrivals and 26,581 depar-
tures. During the same period,
the airport recorded over 550
flight movements.

Month-wise data show that
November emerged as the best-
performing month, with a
record 30,094 passengers. In
October, passenger footfall stood
at 11,337, while 2,718 passengers

used flight services in September
(from September 15).
“Passenger footfall has

already crossed 8,000 till
December 12 this month, and we

PASSENGERS USED
AIR SERVICES AT
PURNEA AIRPORT
BETWEEN
SEPTEMBER 15
AND DECEMBER 12

are hopeful of setting another
record in December,” Gupta
said.

Expressing satisfaction over
the steady rise in passenger
numbers, the airport director
said that the festive rush, partic-
ularly around Chhath, led to
near-full aircraft, reflecting
strong passenger demand. He
added that airlines have intro-
duced new routes, including
daily flights to Delhi and Hydera-
bad by IndiGo, and services to
Kolkata and Ahmedabad by Star
Air.

completed by 2026.

With the sustained increase in
passenger footfall, Purnea Air-
port has emerged as a key trans-
port hub in Bihar and holds
potential for future expansion,
airport sources said. They added
that new flight services to Mum-
bai, Bengaluru and Guwahati are
expecied to commence in the
New Year.

Purnea district magistrate
Anshul Kumar has constituted a
committee of senior officials to
facilitate improved road connec-
tivity to the airport.

The district magistrate has
directed the executive engineer
of the road division to submita
detailed survey report outlining
the proposed linkage with
NH-3L

The DM also instructed offi-
cials to provide all necessary
data for the acquisition of 15.09
acres of land required for the

also been mandated.

“We hope the issues will be
resolved soon,” said Vijay Kumar
Shrivastava, a social activist who
has been campaigning for the
development of Purnea Airport
since 2014. Calling the approach
lighting system a key hurdle in
the airport’s growth, he said the
consistent rise in passenger foot-
fall has proved the airport’s rele-
vance for Seemanchal region.

Shrivastava also demanded
the introduction of a night-land-
ing facility at the airport, stating
that it would further boost pas-
senger traffic.

The first flight service
between Purnea and then Cal-
cutta (now Kolkata) was intro-
duced in 1956, but was discontin-
ued the same year.

In 1963, the Chunapur Air
Force Station was established in
the wake of the 1962 Chinese
aggression.
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Rising GPS interference incidents a concern: IATA

There have been instances of GPS spoofing and interference incidents at Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Amritsar, Hvderabad, Bangalore and Chennai airports

GENEVA/NEW DELHI:
Increasing incidents of flights
experiencing GPS spoeofing and
jamming s a concern, and pilots
need to be more vigilant, accord-
ing to global aitines’ group-
ing IATA

The International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA ) repre-
sents around 360 airlines that
account for over 80 per cent al
the global air traffic. Air India,
IndiGo, Air India Express and
Spicefet are also part of the

roupin

5 fnp r:BL:.rni times, there have
also been instances of GPS spoof-
ing and interference incidents at
Dielhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Amrit-
sar, Hyderabad, Bangalore and
Chennal airports.

Dhuring interacthons this week

in Geneva, IATA officials said ris-
ing incidents of GPS interlerence
incidents are a concern. IATA
Director General Willie Walsh
said incidents of GPS spoolfing
and jamming require pilots to be
fore vi:g:ileu'lt i lermis ul'ul:u:r-
ation, becanse the increase has
been very sig;n.lﬁcaJ'LL

"It exists right across the
world now”, Global Position-
ing System (GPS)/ Global Mavi-
gation Satellite System (GNSS)
apq.n.rﬁngamjja.manH refers to
attempls to manipulale a user's
navigation sysiem b}'gh-'hlg.l.'ﬂs:
sipnals.

International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAQ) identifies
GNSES spoafing as a form ol
Internatinnal Radio Frequency
Interference (RFI). Nick Careen,

s

Senior Vice President Oper-
attons, Sai;:.-l'.},' and Security at
IATA, said that in the beginning
such incidents were in LE: Mid-
dle East and then, with the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian conflict, it was
l'upp:ru' ng in Eastern Europe.
“Mow, there are incidents in
India, in Asia, in Venezuela_,”

he sadd. Dhata from TATA showed

the GPS loss rate measured as
the number of GPS loss evenis
per 1,000 flights is estimated
to be at 59 in 2025 L:ucmpnn:d
to 31 in 2022

These figures are based on
data compi d from the nght
Data eXchange (FIXX), an aggre-

gi:lx:d de-identified database of

flight data that is part of the

GPS/GNSS
spoofing and
jamming refers

to attempts to
manipulate a user's
navigation system by
giving false signals

Global Aviation Data Manage-
ment (GADM) programme.

It is contributed to by air-
lines that are part of the pro-
gramme. In 2022, the GPS loss
rate was 31, based on a relatively
low number of recorded flights
and in 2024, it was 56, showing
a steady trend despite higher
traffic volumes.

The GPS loss rate is expected
to reach 59 this year, according
o a presentation by Careen.
He noted that the increase is
“nurtable and concerning — it
suggests that GPS interference
or jamming is becoming more
frequent, not merely a function
of flight volume™.

FD¥X is an essential asset in
mitigating airlines safety risks
on the basis of solid data, as per
IATA. When asked what could
be the key reasons for such ind-
dents, Careen said il is not about
targeting civil aviation. "We are
fust bystanders... because it is typ-
ical military response to alrspace
management around a conflict
zone_.. we fust happen to be either
too close o it or whatever they
are doing is actually a little bit

beyond their targeted area,” he
said. According to him, better
coordination, communication
and systems can help in deal-
ing with the inddents. "We are
raising awareness. Is it (GPS
spoofing, famming) something
that would prevent me from get-
ting on an aeroplane? No," he
saiﬁ_ India's Ei.'-'lllja#lal.'ilm min-
istry, this week, informed the
Lok Sabha that a total of 1,951
issues of interference with air-
crafi's GPS system have been
reported during the two years
since November 2023, GPS inter-
ference reporting started after
the publication of the Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
advisory circular in November
2023 regarding GNSS interfer-
ence in airspace. AGERCIES
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Coordination
meeting on fog
preparedness
held at
Kolkata Airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: A comprehensive
review meeting on fog pre-
paredness was conducted at
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport, on Sat-
urday, to assess readiness for
the upcormng iog season. The
meeti was held in the form of
a coordinated dry run involy-

ingall concerned stakeholders,

During the meeting, roles
and responsibilities of all par-
ticipating agencies were clearly
identified and reiterated. Key
operational issues likely to arise
during fog conditions were dis-
cussed in detail and appropri-
ate corrective measures were
deliberated and addressed.

Emphasis was laid on
advance planning and close
coordination among airlines,
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), Air Traf-
fic Control, ground handling
agencies and other internal
stakeholders. Timely dissem-
ination of accurate weather
information was highlighted
as critical to minimising opera-
tional disruptions and passen-

I inconvenience,

Special focus was placed on
ensuring proactive and trans-
parent communication with
passengers, enabling them to
receive timely updates well in
advance regarding flight opera-
tions during foggy conditions.

The review also covered
city-side traffic and lane man-
agement during periods of
reduced visibility. Close coor-
dination with the state police
was emphasised to [acili-
tate smooth vehicular move-
ment, prevent congestion and
ensure orderly traffic flow in
and around the airport.
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GLOBAL AIRLINES BODY WARNS
OF RISING GPS INTERFERENCE

Rising intidents of flights experiencing GPS
spoofing and jamming is a safety concern, warns

International Air Transpart Association (IATA)

PILOTS NEED TO BE MORE VIGILANT: IATA CHIEF

|ATA Director General Willie Walsh said incidents of GPS spoofing and
jamming require pilots to be mare vigilant in terms of operation,
because the increase has been very significant. Data from |ATA showed
the GPS loss rate measured as the number of GPS loss events per
1.000 flights is estimated to be at 59 in 2025 compared to 31 in 2022
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Airport
prepares
for fog
season

OUR BUREAL

Calcutta: A meeting was held
at the Calcutta atrporton Sat-
urday to assess the prepared-
naess for the “fog season’”,
Flight disruptions due to
fog usnally peak between late
December and late Jameary.
“The comprehensive re-
view meeting on fog propared-
ness was held In the form of 4
coordinated dry run involving
all concerned stakeholdors,”
sl an alrport spokesperson.
“Roles and responsibilities
of all participating agencles
ware clearly ldentifled and
relterated at the meeting,” he
sald.
Representatives from the
Met office and the state polioe
were partof the mesting.
Emphasis was lald on
planning and close coondina-
tion among airlines, the Indla
Metaorological Department
(IMD), Alr Traffic Control,
gronnd handling agencles,
and other nternal stakehold-
ars

The meeting stressed
“timely dissemination of ac-
curate weather information”
to minimise operational dis-
ruptions. Special focus was
placed on “ensuring proactive
and transparent communi-
cation with passengers", ena-
bling them to recaive updates
well In advance.

The Calcutta alrport
has the Category III Instu-
ment landing system that
allows fllghts to operate evern
when the visihility is as low
s Him.

Wisiility under B0im qual-
ifies as very dense fog In Met
pariance,
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Mumbai int’l airport
handles 97 charter,
pvt flights in one day

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Even as IndiGo's curtailed oper-
ations have largely stabilised, passenger anxie-
ty left behind by a week of widespread cancella-
tions and delays continues toshow up in the air-
space over Mumbai.

The clearest signal came on Friday, when
Mumbai airport handled close to 100 charter
and private aircraft movements in a single day,
an unusually high number that points to pas-
sengers still hedging against uncertainty in the
scheduled airline network.

“The Mumbai airport handled 97 charter
and other non-scheduled aircraft movements
onDec12, formingnearly atenthof theairport's
total 1,024 movements (one movement is a take-
off or a landing),"” said an aviation source, cit-
ing Airports Authority of India data.

On paper, Mumbai runway was planned for
around 20 non-scheduled operations a day, but
the actual numbers have consistently climbed
over the years and currently the airport han-
dles an average of 50-60 non-scheduled aircraft
movements on most days (airline flights com-
prise scheduled aircraft movements).

The busiest traffic period was recorded be-
tween4.30pmand 5.29pm (timings in1ST), when
total movements, including airline and char-
ters, touched 52, followed by 8.30-9.29 pm and
1.30-2.29pm, each logging 50 movements. These
peak hours also saw the highest concentration
of charteractivity.
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Tenders floated
for 2nd airport
feasibility
study: MB Patil

Times Mews NeTwonk

Bengaluru: Karnntakn Stote
Industrial and Infrastructure
Development Corporation
{KSIIDC) has invited tenders
Lo appoint an expert conzul-
tancy firm to prepare o techni-
cal. financial and location fea-
sibility report for the propo-
sedd sepond international air-
port near Bengaluru,
industries and infrastructure
development minister MB Pa-
til said Saturday. The last date
for submitting bids is Jan 12
Patil said the state govt has
identified three potential lo-
catlons — Choodahalliand So
manahallion Kenakapuira Ro-
ad, and an area near MNela-
mangala — for the proposed
airport. A high-level team
[roim Alrports Authority of
India has already inspected
thve sites and submitted a pre
liminary report. The consul-
tancy firm selected through
the tender process will be pe-
quired to submit a compre-
b e feasibdl ity report wit
hinfivemonths,

Tender conditions
According tothe tender condi-
Hons frms thal have execu-
ted projects worth at least Rs
250 erore annually over the
past five years and have hand-
ledl or prepared consultancy
reports for ot least five pro-
jects in the sector will be eli-
glhbde to participate, The selec
ted firm will assess rainfall,
pealogical conditbons, availa-
bility of power ami water, se-
werage and waste manage-
ment systems, surrounding
population, regional develop-
mienl, nolse levels and polly
tion impacts linked to airport
aperations,

The consultancy firm will
ndditionally study existing
conneetivity (o the proposed
sites, infrastructure required
pogl-constructbon,
vement, passenger services
and thelr economie viahility
Bazal on a comparative as-
sessment of all three loca-
toms, it will recommmend the
most suitnble site

Patil zaid Kempegowda In-
ternational Airportourrently
rankssecand inthe country in
terms of congestion and no
ted that Bengaloru will requi-
re anather sirport by 2082 1o
meet growing demand. He sa-
b the gove wihl decide the next
course of action alter reeel-
wing the feasibility report
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Big spike: City airport handles
97 charter, pvt flights in1day

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Even as IndiGo's
curtailed operations have lar-
gely stabilised, passenger anx-
iety left behind by a week of wi-
despread cancellations and de-
lays continues to show up in
the airspace over Mumbai.
The clearest signal came on
Friday, when Mumbai airport
handled close to 100 charter
and private aircraft moveme-
nts in a single day, an unusual-
Iy high number that points to
passengers still hedging aga-
inst uncertainty in the schedu-
led airline network.

“The Mumbai airport
handled 97 charter and other
non-scheduled aireraft move-
mentson Dec12, forming near-
lv a tenth of the airport’s total
1,024 movements (one mover-
ent is a take-off or a landing),”
said an aviation source, citing
Airports Authority of India
data. On paper, Mumbai run-
way was planned for around 20
non-scheduled operations a
day, butthe actual numbersha-
ve consistently climbed over
the years and currently the
airport handles an average of
50-80 non-scheduled aircraft
maovements on most days {air-
line flights comprise schedu-
led aircraft movements).

The busiest traffic period
was recorded between 4.30pm
and 5.29pm (timings in IST),
when total movements, inclu-
ding airline and charters, tou-
ched 52, followed by 8.30-9.29
pm and 1.30-2.29pm, each log-
ging 50 movements. These pe-
ak hours also saw the highest
concentration of charter acti-
vity, with around 10 charter ar-
rivals and departures combi-
ned during the mid-afternoon

CANCELLATION FEARS SPUR DEMAND

Time

5.30am-6.20m [N
730am-8.29am LIS
11.30am-12.29pm I

3.30pm-4.29pm
5.30pm-6.20pm [N

11.30pm-11590m EED

Hours exceeding runway mpadly of
44 movements/hour at Mumbai air-
port for all types of aircraft on Friday

Total movement
i

Lo 220 N
s3tom s 290m [ R
saupm s 2som E S

s3tpm-0:0pm [ TN
1030pm-11.290m [T

» Air traffic control timings
are in Universal Coordinated
Time (UTC); converted to
Indian Standard Time (IST)

» At Mumbai airport, charter
and pvt aircraft flights are
banned during peak hours:
8am to 10am, and

S5pm to 7.30pm

> VIP flights are not {{ ﬂ
included in the ban

and early evening windows,
when business travel demand
is typically strongest. “The
main runway is capable of
handling 44 movements per
hour This isalogically and sci-
entifically derived number: So
when controllers have to hand-
le more than the runway’s ma-
ximum capacity and that too
regularly; it becomes avery str-
essful proposition for them.”
said a senior air traffic control
official.

The surge has operational
consequences. Unlike schedu-
led airline traffic, charter mo-
vements involve a mix of busi-
ness jets and turboprops, all
operating at different speeds
and performance profiles. The
controller’s workload goes up
significantly as they sequence
these slower-moving turbopr-
ops and business jets alongsi-

de A320s, B737s and wide-body
aircraft. "Handling such mix-
ed air traffic requires tighter
spacing, more vectoring and
continuous coordination, par-
ticularly at a slot-constrained
airport like Mumbai whereru-
nway and taxiway capacity is
already stretched,” he added.
Charter operators said de-
mand has been elevated for the
past 10-14 days, driven largely
by corporate travellers, high
networth individuals and wed-
ding groups seeking predicta-
bility. Several operators repor-
ted same-day bookings on tru-
nk routes such as Mumbai
Delhi and Mumbai-Bengalu-
ru. Meanwhile, IndiGosaidop-
erations arestabilising Inast-
atement on Saturday;, it said it
was to operate over 2,050 fligh-
tsfor the second consecutive d-
av. following revised schedule.
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ermany facing labour crunch
in healthcare, IT, hospitality

Mahiyar.Patel
aumesalindlacom

Mumbai: Moyur Sonevane, a
stacent  In  GostheTnstitul
Mumbai. is an MBBS gradua-
teaiming tospecialise in diag-
nostic radiology
The long road

Mediclne 15 8 regulsted peo
fession in Germany; meaning
Indian medical degress are
notautomstically recognised
A smudent must demonstrate
high-level Getman proficlen
cy—upto C2—and clear n me-
dieal langnage examination
and further assessments befio-
ris being allowed to treat prati-
enits. Acvording tothe Federisl
Institule for Vocational and
Educationad]l Training, nur
sing attructs the hisghest num-
b of applicatinns for degree
recogmition, followed by doe-
tors and engineers

For Sonmwane, the hurdles
are worth it “Another big rea-
son | want o go s the cosl-ficl
emily, quality educstion. Any
private mediesl college s in
India will cross Rs | crone
whilein Germiany, all postgra-
duste courses [ state univer.
afties have no tuition fises. You
only end up paying for poom
and board,” he sy

“In many cases, especially
for third ountry degrees, the
MBBS must pass a medical
b edge examinadion and
sometimes complete supervi-
aedl practice hefors receiving
it full lieenee from the releva
nt authority such a5 a staie
medical boand”™ says Bemoo
Rehberg, MD 5t ProfCre, &
Crerrmany-based globsal mobd
Lty service provider
Why students

Othors in the classroom hmw
ammilar amhitions. One hopes
Bo puareiae & imsters in neiroe
srienee with o focus on auto-
Immune dlseases. Another
fresh outof Cluss 12 wants to
axperience university lifeina
new  country.  Collectiviely,
they are investing a year—
and often over Bs 1 lakh—io
move from  beginner-level
Garnian to advanced, hoping
it will unlock academic and
professional opportunities in
Europe’s largest coonoms:
Germany’s foreign stu-
dent population hos grown
From sboiit 21 lakh in 201314
to nearty A6 lakh in B2,
uiding to the Federal Sta-
tistical Office. Indians now
foren the largest cohort al aro
und 449000 students—roughly
L% of all international &t
dents—overtaking China,
which aceoumts for about 11%.
Rehberg notes sinee 2024,
students from “thind eouniri-
o4 such s [ndla can work op
tolaifull days or 280 half-doys
a yer, or 20 hours perweek ye
arround. After completing
theirstudies, they areallowed
io stay back o Nnd emplov

Germany's
|| Migration

Playbook

The Big Picture
Germany is emerging

a5 & top destination

for Indian students

and skilled professionaks

amid widening labaur
shortages. Recent immigration
reforms alm to attract warkers
ACross sectors

* DHclors, Nurses, enginesrs,
IT professionals

= Chels, skilled tradespenple,
students

group of foreign students in

‘ » [ndians form the largest
Garmany (49,000; -13%)

W'Inrr?

= Acute workforce gaps in

at public universities

healthcare, IT, trades, eider care
» Tuition-free cheaper aducation

= Claar post-stidy
work pathways

= Ageing
population driving
long-term demand

has stalled same India-
Garmany (rogramimes

menl. " RWon B il iies cin
extend their residence permit
Forup todBmanths o ool fora
Job related wotheir dejgres, ™ he
sy “Dauring this period,
they may work bnany job, On
e they find suitahle gualified
enployment, they can switch
tonwork-based residence title
anich as the EU Blee Card or a
akilled worker pormit.”

TIMES Special

barriers

‘The pathway ia not always
smooth. Even befiore naviggith-
ng immigration rules or wor
Kplace regilations, many In
dians find themsebves stallord
by languoge requinsments

Nearly two years after Ma-
harashirs signed an Moll wi
th the German stiate of Baden-
Wirttemberg tn send 10,000
skillesd workers, nod o slngle

= High Language
barriers

= Slow professipnal
recagnition (especially

doctors)

= Integration and soclal

isplation concems

canidickite hag been placeid
Despite ReS crore spenton pii-
Bilickty and 32000 reglstrat]
ons, none cleared the minim-
wm A2 German language test
mequeired For the programe,
Germany naes the Comm
on European Fromoework of
Reference for Languages (CE-
FH torazsess proficiencs, ran
ging from Al (beginner) to T2
inear-native fuency). B ks iy
pically reguired for vocation-
al training and skilled trades,
while B2 s expected Ln hesdil
chre mles where precise com-
mumication scritical. Advan
eod academic and spocialist
profesgions often require 1
or 02 While some IT jobs ancd
English-medfiom  university
programimes do nol mandate
Cerman at entry, daily life
{ells & d HTerent story.
“Part-time jobs, internshi
15, renting a howse, even visk-
fing a bemk ar procery store

@ Low language clearance

Key Policy Changes (2024)

=0 Card |
Enter Germany la

loek far jobs

= Wark up to 20 haurs/
week while job-hunting

= Students allawed 140
full days or 280 half-days
of wark annually

= 1B-month post-study job
search window

rsggiire Moinct bonal Germin,™
sayvs Mukta Gadkari, who he-
adstheCerman language pro
pramms at  Goethe-Institut
Mumbal “Weadvise students
fo adm for af least BL Without
it integration becomes sloe "

Germony's aggressive push
for skilled migrants is rooted
indeepening Inbour shoctage,
parliculardy i healthcare
andl older care as the populis
tioms apes. Behbery polnted mw
shortages \n nursing, eldedy
care ami medical specialiies
The I'T sector (& simiblarly
stretched. By 3024, non-Germ-
ana aceounted for about 15%
of the country's ICT workfor
ce—nemdy LES Inkh specis-
Nists - moore than triple the 5
Fure o decade earlior Shorto
ges alsn span boglsties, hosph
tality; skilled trivdes and child
care, with around 1.251lakh vis-
e les arross Dyese seciors
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Airlines’ federation
moves SCagainst
tribunal'sorderon
airportcharges

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 14

The Fedemtion of Indan Aie
lines (F1IA) has moved the SC
challenging an order of the
Telecommunications  Dispute
Softlemernt and Appelkite Th-
bunal (TDSAT over the princ-
ples for determination of aem-
naitical ol in respect of
arpurt operators.

The FIA has contended that
the tribvunal “gravely erred” in
going fr beyond the limited
soope of remand directed by
this courl The tribunal has
reopened and re-adjudicated
1ssues relating to the compuita-
tion of Hypothetical Repulato-
1y Asset Base, which had
attained finality by SC's vor-
dict dated July 11, 2082 The
FIA has llled an application in
pending matterswhere the ten
operators of Delhi and Mumbai
airports heve challenged the
tribunal’s order. The plea will
be taken up for hesrng on
December 16 —TNS
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Sakthi Aircraft to start trainer plane production
in Tiruppur in Jan, easing India’s import reliance

——
T E Raja Simhan
Chennai

The Coimbatore-based
Sakthi Aircraft Industry Pyt
Ltd (SAIPL), which is setting
up the country’s first private-
sector trainer afreraft manu-
facturing facility in the tex-
tile town of Tlruppur in
Tamil Madu, plans to star
manufacturing in January,
said D WVaibhav, Managing
Director and CEO, SAIPL,
which is part of the Sakthi
Group.

This will be significant
considering that flying train-
ing organisations (FTOs)
have been importing training
aircraft so far,

The Sakthi Group will in-
vest ¥750 crore in the pro-
ject, covering the Tiruppur
manufacturing unit, while a
smaller facility in Uttar Pra-
desh is being set up for pro-
duction tooling, mainten-
ance infrastructure  and
licensing costs, he told busi-
nessline.

Austria-based Diamond

Aircraft is supporting the

project through technology

transfer and licensing ar-
rangements. “We plan to
start manufacturing in Janu-
ary 2026, with deliveries ex-
pected in February or March
2026, he added.

SAIPL signed an Mol
with the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment at the TN Rising-
Coimbatore  Summit  in
November to set up the
Tiruppur facility. Diamond
Aircraft, which has manufac-
turing operations in Austria,
Canada and China, is the
world's third-largest general
avigtion aircraft manufac-
turer, with more than 5,500
aircraft in service globally.,

Its DA4D NG trainer air-
craft is being used by 10
FTOs in India, he said.

PRIVATE INITIATIVE

“We plan to strengthen In-
dia’s aviation training eco-
system and reduce depend-
ence on imported trainer
aircraft. While the National
Aerospace Laboratories is
developing the indigenous

D Vaibhav, MD and CEQ, SAIPL

Hansa trainer and plans to
manufacture it through a
private partner, ours will be
the first trainer aircraft pro-
ject fully led by the private
sector,” said Vaibhay,

India, currently the
world’s third-largest  do-
mestic aviation market, is
projected to become the
third-largest air passenger
market overall. “To support
this growth, India will re-
quire an additional 10,000-
15,000 commercial pilots by
2030, over and above the ex-
isting base of around 10,000-
12,000 pilots,” said Vaibhav,

India has only 35 DGCA-
approved FTOs and a limited

fleet of trainer aircraft, res-
ulting in severe training ca-
pacity constraints. Many as-
piring pilots are, therefore,
forced to train overseas at
significantly higher costs.

Recent government meas-
ures, including liberalised
FTO norms, reduced airport
charges and incentives for
training institutions, further
underline the need for mod-
ern  training aircraft, he
added.

SAIPL expects deliveries
of 40 aircraft in 2026. The
plant has been designed for
an annual capacity of 100 air-
craft, which the company ex-
pects toachieve by 2027, *"We
are in active discussions with
multiple FTOs and private
customers,” said Vaibhav.

Explaining the choice of
Tiruppur, Vaibhav said the
Sakthi Group operates
Sakthi Auto Compaonent Lud
at Tiruppur. The 120-acre
campus has strong industrial
infrastructure, which has
been leveraged to establish
the aircraft manufacturing
facility on the campus.
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Etihad scales new peak in November

Etihad Alrwiays welcomead 2.1 melon passengers In November
:.!-.‘}.'-'E_nr_hlcun[; a 28 per cont yEAr-On-pear increase, 'n.'lrhnga
reewy pealoin the arline’s trathc far the year

Tha arline mantained strong
npr'-'atlnr'_llr:"f'l:n:nr_!l. with passenger
Isad factor of 89 per cant For the month.
Thiraugh the first 11 manths of the year,
Etihad flew 20.2 million passengers,a 20
per cent increase aver the same period in
2024, while sustairsng an 38 per ant
average passenger load factor durng the period

By the end of the month, Etihad's flest reached 124 aircraft,
up from 98 in Movember 2024, with an sdditional faur A32710L8s
joining the fleet during the month, The fleet expansion reflects
the airlines ambitious growth trapectony and orgoing
irvestment
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IATA: Rising GPS
interference
incidents a concern

Increasing incidents of flights experiencing
GPS spoofing and jamming is a concern, and
pilots need to be more vigilant, according to
global airlines’ grouping IATA. The Interna-
tonal Alr Transport Association (IATA) repre-
sents around 360 alrlines that account for over
80 per cent of the global air traffic.

Alr India, IndiGo, Air India Express and
Spicelet are also part of the grouping. In
recent times, there have also been instances
of GPSspoofing and interference incidents at
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Amritsar, Hydera-
bad, Bangalore and Chennai airports. During
interactions this week in Geneva, IATA offi-
clals said rising incidents of GPS interference
incidents are a concermn.

IATA Director General Willle Walsh said
incidents of GPS spoofing and jamming require
pilots tobe more vigilan: interms of operation,
becausethe increase has been very significant.
"It exists right across the world now”, Global
Positioning System (GPS)/ Global Navigation
Satellite System (GNSS) spoofing and jamming
refers to attempts to manipulate a user's navi-
gation system by giving false signals. Interna-
tonal Civil AViEEGH Organisation (ICAG)
identifies GNSS spoofing as a form of Interna-
tional Radio Frequency Interference (RFI).
Nick Careen, Senior Vice President Operations,
Safety and Security at IATA, said that in the
beginning, such incidents were in the Middle
Eastand then, withthe Russian-Ukrainian con-
flict, it was happening in Eastern Europe.  #mi
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IndiGo beats A-1 groupin
int’l scheduled flights, seats

SURAJEET DAS GUFTA
M Dedhi, 14 December

IncliGa, which hasbeen expand-
ing in a big way abroad, hasover-
taken e Alr India group n the
mumber of scheduled fights as
well as sears dusing this winter
schiedule {October-Marciil

Whilethe airfine i grappling
with probiems In ks domestic
sector, IsdiGo, socording o gl-
bl EyiSmONEAnalyTics compary
Cirium, Nas rumg wp a 1.5 per
cent increase this internatkonal
winter schedule — up 1o 44,085
flights berween October 26.and
March 77 maxt year — over the
previous wimter scheduls
{October 27 last year to March
26, when it had 38481 flighrs.

Incontrmss, the Alrndia gro-
up, which has Alr Tralis snd Al
Inelin Expres, hes rrimmed is
winter schedube by over o per
cent. with the number af fighs
dropping from 45958 lastwinter
1o 41,626 this time. The mamber
of fights and seare cheared by the
mintsrry of eivil sviathon of sou-
= can be changed o rweaked.

IndiGo Incressed IS seats
From 7.4 million to8.6 million.

However, In the last winter
schedube, the Alr Indla group
Teasdd e sieags winh 9.2 million.
Bt 1 cu the mimber of sests in
this wincer schedule 1o 8.3 mil-
lion. As & resulr, IndiGo's share
In intermational fights —toand
Hraen Inudia, Based on the Clram
data — has pone W 1o 220 et
cent fiom 20 per cent.

During the same period, the
Albr India group's shage fell from
4 P CENTTO 21 Per cent.

Critica, hivwever, sy [risthe
speed of expansion — domestic
and internathonal —withouran

Spreading wings

OQ Airlines Ot 77,34 | Oet26,"5S
(Winterschedule) -Mar 26,25 | -Mar 17, "26
@ IndiGo 35,481 4 035
A india 5306 FEL ]

Alr India Express 18732 e

Peasa 1566 ET0

Spicejet 4,003 4,388

Emirates 2348 1348

British Alrways 1343 1357

Qantes Lhiel EE

Thai Intemational i5n 3318

Singapore Alrlines 4282 4]52

Source; Crium

adequate mumbes of pllots thar
has been a key remson for =
crisls. The new Qight-dury mubes
haveasdded wothis.

What has also  helped
Indian carriers like IndiGo to
expand ls the civil aviaton
mindstry’s policy of Imposng a
tight beash on allowlng more
flighes to foredm carrders under
the bilateral agresiments,
eapeclallyin thebusies routes,
despite a clamour from global
carriers to do 5o which many
say is stifing competithon.

But protection for Indian
carriers, many angue, might
not be the best thimg for the co-
uniry's flyers, with moe
travelling abrosd. Emirates
(India-Dubal route} is stuck
with 7348 flighis ln three
winter schedules, inchading
thisone.

My beading global adrlines
have reduced fighns this winter.
Singapose Alsfines has diopped
the numabeer of flights 3 par cent.
Qantas 8.46 per cent, Thal Tntes-
national Alrways 08 per cent,

Lufthanss 42 per cent. Al
France ] percent, and Swissalr
L3 per cent. Most of them are
popekar with Indisn revellers,
In 'West Asia, India's larppst
Imtemational merket, most glo-
bal airlines have seen linle ex-
pansion in this winter schaduls,
GatarAirways' number fell 3per
et and Sandi's over 2 per cent.
Edhad Alrways Increased irs
Mighrs by & mere o parcentand
Alr Arahia's was up only 08 per
cent]. fydubal saw o changs.
Other Indian carviers like
Splealet and Ak have benea-
fited but they had a low base.
And they don't heave wide-
bodied aircraft to fly 1o contd-
nental Europe, the United
Kimgdon, or Australks snd have
concenirated on West Asia and
Southesst Asia, whereglobal ar-
limes" demand for naore capacity
hzes mait wilth v res poinse.
Alcsa this winter season in-
cressend s fighs by 108 parcent
— froim 1,566 10 3414 1t |8 now
closing in on Spleaket, whose
Increass was g par cent.
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Trinity of turbulence:
Airbus, IndiGo, glitches

Two recent major Incdents
— the temporary ground-
- ing of nearly 6,000 Alrbus
Azzo alreraft worldwide
and widespread IndiGo
cancellations in Indis — have brought
the SaHER-ccor under scrutiny. Glo-
haily, there are about 35,550 eommecial
adreraft, with India sccounting for 3 per
cent. Alrbus operates around 12,000 ale-
craft worldwide, 5 per cent of them in
Indla. Ofthe 544 Alrbus planes regis-
tered Ln India. IndiGo controls &3 per
cent. Recurring glivches lately have
ralsed concemns about thelr reliabiliny
in Indian skies.

India’s schedubed commercial
flest size almicst doubled from 448
I 2015-16 To B48 in2024-25
Ower thie same period, scci-
dents and incldents

\y

accoumed for 0.4-3.5 per cent of the
fleet. (Chart 1)

In 2024-25, Adrbas remabned domd-
nant with 64.2 percent of India's alreraft
fleet. (Chart 2)

In 2023-24, the Alrbus A320 family
remained the most common alreraft
across Indian alriines, (Cliart 3)

Between 2012 and 2020, the Alreraft
Accldent Investigation Bureau investl-
gated 27 reported engine fallures, ;1 of
which lnvolved Alrbus Azzo family
alrerafr. (Chart 4)

Alreraft malntenance safery inspec-
tions increased between 2023 and

2003 (Chart 5§

IndiGo hodds the highess
share of the passenger
market among scheduled

operators, bodh domesti-
cally and infema-
thonally. (Chart6)
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Commercial aircraft

takes off again
I Tkl nwsmiber of aingraft e hiare 0 atroraft accidents & incidents
[LHS) in total nomber of sircraft (%) [ﬂﬁﬂ'
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Moto I aviaton, anaccident imeahves sorious harm, while aniecident s 2 safeby
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A320 leads India's fleet

across major carriers

Family-wise share of aircraft in 2023-24 (%)
oAb AZ00 e Boeing TI o Others
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Two-thirds of India’s sky belongs to Airbus
Year-wise share of airoaft in india (%)
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Most engine failures

in Airbus A320

Engine failures among airfines in Indizn
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IndiGo has largest slice of

India's aviation market
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AiriIndia
Expressto
restore flight
serviceto
Muscat

MANGALURU, DHNS: Air
India Express will restore
connectivity to Muscat
from Mangaluru from
March 2026 with two
flights per week.

Accordingly, IX 817/818
IXE-MCT-IXE will operate
every Sundays and Tues-
days.

Accordingly, the first
IXE-MCT flight IX 817
will operate on March 1
with the return flight IX
818 returning the same
day. The second IX 817 &
IX 818 flight will operate
on March 3 with the next
flight on the route being
onMarch 8,10,15,17, 22
and 24, respectively.

The summer schedule
will start on March 29,
wherein the timings and
schedules of flights from
Mangaluru will change.

Air India Express last
operated to Muscat on
July14in the summer
schedule of 2025, witha
frequency of four flighta
week, before suspending
the services.
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® YOUR MOMEY: FLIGHT CANCELLATIONS

Travel insurance pays for
non-refundable expenses

THE WIDESPREAD DISRUP- ==
THONS due to Indigo's Alght can-
cellations had left thousands of
travelers stranded. For them the
challemges stretched farbeyond a
cancelled dight

.'ni.an}' massed ormward [PuInEYS,
hotel nights, pre-booked skightsee-
g, and even intemational con-
nections. Many had to rebook at
sigh ificantly higher fare Evenwith
refunds, the finandal impa ct extended
mch wider than just the ticket price.

What airlines cover

PGCATules Iq:.-' down clear gmd elines o
protect passeqn gers. ] an airfine cancels aflight
and does not inform travellers at least
24 hours in advance, it must offera
full refund or an alternate fight
There are fixed com pensation
slabs depending an flight |
duration. In cases of long
deloys, the airline must pro-
vide meals, refreshments,
or accommodation when
required. | faconnecting flight
booked on the same ticket ts
missed due to delay or cancella
tion, the alrline must assist

However, aidine obligations stop at
direct disruptions, They rarel y cover the larger
Financial consequences. Theydo not neimburse
travellers for missed events, non-refundable
hiotel &, sepanite connec ti ng fl 'qg!l.r.s cadditional
transport, orlast- minwte fare hikes. Ma nypas-
sengers discovered this when refunds did not
come close to covering the real cost of dis
rupted travel plans.

Travel insurance is
the real safety net

MEET
L | KAPADIA

'_,‘l-

A comprehensive travvel insur
ancemvers dight delsys Thght can-
cellation s_h'q:!rlri.-t:.r':llnp cancela
tions, missed connections, and
even H:ghl drergons. These bene
fite extend to non-refundable

| EXpenses that amrdines T}'Fi:ﬂﬂ'!.'dn
00 Cover,
Ther ri.:.ah-up o ing interest in
cancel for any reason add-ons
Theseallowimvellersiocancel thalr
tickets for pems onal orunforeseenreasons
and still recover a portion of their costs In
uncertain times, this fexibility has become
extremely valuahble,

The meent disruptions have made it evident
that even large and reputable al i nes can face
sudden |1prr;|!ir_||1.1|| stress. A travel

Insurance plan ensures that the
consequences of such break-
’ dowmsarenotbomeentirely by

the traveller

| Lessons for travellers

The recent crisis has
shown that even the biggest
airlinescanface szdden break
downs due to regulatory shifis,
crew shortages, or operational
pressures, Travel lnswrance s no
longerjust an optional add-on. It isa
maodern essential and a practical safeguard
agamst o m-scprnnldia ruptions,

s India's travel volumes grow, travellers
who combine flight bookings with com pre-
hensive protection will always be better pre
pared for uncertain ty. The past {ew weeks have
reinforced that thisawareness is not fust useful
but necessaryfor every traveller In the country

The weriter is oo, Trowd fnvnronce,
Poticpbazaar.coim
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IndiGo restores full
network operations

Dhairya Gajara severe crisis earlier this
MUMBAI month after more than 4,500
flights ~were  cancelled

IndiGo showed signs of near-
ing operational normaley as
the carrier aimed to operate
over 2,050 flights on Saturday,
after more than 10 days of dis-
ruptions.

This marked the secend
consecutive day of sustained
stability as the airline oper-
ated more than 2,000 flights o
all the destinations on its net-
work.

IndiGo went through a

between December | and 10,
affecting tens of thousands of
passengers at various airports
across the country:

The cancellations stemmed
from the airlines inefficient
rostering of pilots after the
second phase of flight duty
time limit (FDTL), mandating
increased rest hours and
restricting night landing, was
implemented from
November L



Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL MUMBA L 14 DECEMBER 2025

Air India flight
aborts take-off

HD Bureau
CHENNAI

An Air India flight bound for
Chennai was forced to ab-
andon its take-off at Dubai
International Airport late on
Friday night after a technical
issue was detected during
taxiing, resulting in 172 pa-
ssengers Dbeing stranded
overnightatthe airport.
Flight operations officials
confirmed that the aircraft,
scheduled to depart at 1145
pmt on December 12, had al-
ready begun moving towards
the runway when cockpit
instruments indicated an
abnormality. Acting in line
with standard aviation safety
protocaols, the pilot halted the
take-off sequence and req-
uested clearance to return
the aircraft to a safe posi-
ton.All 172 passengers and
seven crew members were

safely disembarked without
iojury.

Airport authorities  arr-
anged for the travellers to be
accommodated in desig-
nated lounges within the te-
rminal while Air India en-
gineers assessed the aircraft.
No emergency evacuation
was required, and there was
no damage to airport infr-
astructure.

The airline said the dec-
tsionto abort the take-offwas
taken purely as a preca-
Utionary measire.

Passengers  described
confusion during the de-
lay, with limited clarity on
how long repairs would
take or whether an alte-
rnative aircraft would be
arranged. Several trav-
ellers said announcements
were made atintervals, but
concrete timelines were
slow toemerge.
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{0 Hinhustan Times

India likely to shitt to green
jet fuel by mid-2027: Official

Zia Hag

|enrersghindu skamybames, (m

NEW DELHIE: Indin will likely
shift to ethanol-blended avia-
tion fuel by mid-2027 and ramp
it wp in phases, with the addi-
tion of over two dogzen distiller-
ies on the back of federl incen-
tives Tor biofucls, an official
awure of the details said on Sun-

The world's third-turgest avi-
ation market is looking to
achieve 1% ethanol blending lor
Jet Fued by 2037, 2% by 2028 and

5% by 2030, Union minister af

state (MoS) for civil aviation
Murlidhar Mohol had told Par-
linrment earlier this month.

India has already condueted
test flights with sustainable fuel,
Adr Vistara, now merged with
Alr India, operated a transatlan-
tic test flight of a Bocing 787
from the US to Indin using 28%
blended fuel in March 2023, Air
Asia operated the frst commer-
cial domestic flight (Pune o
Delhi) with 0.75% blended fuel
the same year.

A much-awaited policy for
sustainable aviation fuel
{SAF) will likely be released for
stakeholder consultntions next
month, the afficial cited above
said an condition of anonymity.
Meanwhile, o top industry exec-
utive said installed production
capacity of ethanol exceeds
demand by 4.22 billion litres
currently, which s enoogh o
mect the indtial target for SAF,

In 2016, the International
Civil Aviaton Organization
(ICAD) introduced the Carbon
Offsetting and Reduction

A MUCH-AWAITED
POLICY FOR
SUSTAINABLE
AVIATION FUEL
SAF) WILL LIKELY
JE RELEASED FOR
STAKEHOLDER
CONSULTATIONS
NEXTMONTH

Schiemi fof Internatonal Avia-
tion (CORSIA) scheme to Himit
nviation emissions to 85% of
2019 levels, requilring decarlson-
Isation initintives by carriers
elobally,

Inddliz, o member of 1CAD, has
o comply with mandatory pha-
ses of carbon offsetting in avia-
tion from 2027,

The international aviation
entity recognises 1 pathways to
switch to green jet kerosene,
and ethanol made from byprod-
vets of sugar are carbon new-
tral, said Deepak Ballani, the
director general of the Sugar &
Bio-Energy  Manufacturers'
Association {ISMA), o leading
Inchasiry body.

“SAF based on ethanol had
the least carbon intensity,
according to studies done in
partnership with organisations
such as Deloitte (consulting
firm} and The Encray Research
Institute (TERI). The governr
ment s drawing Insights from
these studies.” Ballmnd said.

The government is working
in callaboration with organisa-
tions, =uch as ISMA, on prepar-
ing a biofuels programme and

road map. Distilleries have con-
ducted several trials to supply
ethanol for low-carbon jet kero-
sene and the government is
likely to announce a policy for
sustainable aviation fuel by next
micath, the official quoted above

B
=

In July, India achieved the
target of mixing 20% ethanol —
an alcohol com pound extracted
[ram sugarcane molasses and
grains — with petrol, 2 move
towards paring oil imparts.

“liidia has an inhereit advai-
tage in producing ethanol due
o its unigue ecosystem that
Binds farmers and millers In
historic partmerships,” Ballani
said, However, there will be
some challenges in rolling out
SAF, unlile E20, because it will
require trilateral partnerships
berween distilleries, oll market-
ing companies and airlines, he
sabd.
Thie Centre is implementing
the Pradhan Mantrd JI-WAN
{Jaiv Indhan - Vatmaran Anu-
kol Fasal awashesh Nivaran)
Yogana, offertng financial aid fos
biofuel plants. including lor sus-
tainable aviation fuel.

ver 30 new distillerles have
been sot up by ethanol produc-
ers on the back of these incen-
tives.

The government offers inter-
est subvention for five vears,
including o one year morato-
rim, against the loan availed
by project proponents from
banks at 5% per annum ar hall
the rane of interest charged by
banks. whichever is lower, lor
setting up of new ethanol-pro-
ducing distilleries,
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{ MOS MOHOL CLAIMS }

90% of IndiGo’s flight
operations are now
back to normal: Mohol

MURLIDHAR MOHOL
\.l

PM Modi has taken
note of the situation

and has soughtan
c\planatlon from

HT Correspondent
puneletters@hindustantimes com

PUNE: Nearly 90% of IndiGo's
flight operations have stabilised
and are running as scheduled,
Union Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol said
on Saturday.

Speaking to reporters during
the inauguration of the Pune
Book Festival at Fergusson Col-
lege, Mohol said flight services
across the country were being
restored in phases following
recent disruptions. “Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has taken note
of the situation and has soughtan
explanation from IndiGo. Around
90% of the airline’s operations are
now back to normal,” he said.

Earlier this month, IndiGo had
cancelled a large number of
flights nationwide after failing to
adequately prepare for stricter
safety norms, with the highest
number of cancellations reported
on December 5. The situation
began to improve subsequently.

Mohol added that the ministry
would form a four-member com-
mittee to determine accountabil-
ity for the disruptions. “Passen-
gers have faced inconvenience

MOHOL ALSO SAID
A FOUR-MEMBER
COMMITTEE TO
DETERMINE
ACCOUNTABILITY

and financial losses, and the min-
istry is initiating immediate cor-
rective measures,” he said.

On the Pune Book Festival,
Mohol said the event has signifi-
cantly contributed to the city's
cultural profile and highlighted
steps being taken to encourage
reading habits and strengthen the
reading culture among citizens.

A fortnight ago, hundreds of
IndiGo airline passengers in
Pune, Nagpur and on connecting
routes experienced severe travel
disruptions.

Long delays, abrupt cancella-
tions and limited commumnication
from the airline led to over-
crowded terminals and rising
frustration.

Travellers reported “complete
chaos,” with some stuck inside
aircraft for hours, others missing
connecting flights, and many
receiving contradictory informa-
tion from staff.
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ATWO-PRONGED STRATEGY IS BEING CONSIDERED

Budget may unveil nextround
of public sector bank reforms

PrasantaSahu
New Delhi, December 14

THE GOVERNMENT is con-
sidering a two-pronged strat-
egy to further consolidate pub-
lic sector banks (PSBs) —
merging smaller lenders tocre-
ate scale and gradually diluting
its ownership closerto 51 per
cent to enable the banks to raise
growth capital independently.

According to sources fam-
iliarwith the discussionsonthe
matter, this mix of consolida-

tion and calibrated dilution of

government’s stake is essential
to build bankscapable of fund-
ing the expanding credit needs
of a fast-growing economy.

In the next consolidation
cycle, the focus is expected to
be on the five smallest PSBs by
asset size, which may be
merged with mid-sized banks
to make them more com-
parable with the country’s
larger state-nun lenders. State
Bankof India (SBI), whichis al-
ready farahead of other PSBs in
termsofsize and reach of oper-
ationsafter absorbing its associ-
ate banks, is unlikely to bepart
of the new round of consolida-
Hon.

Multiple merger combina-
tions are under examination,

$The IndianEXPRESS

Multiple merger combinations areunder
examination, though no specificbanks have
beenidentifiedvet, sources said. The Budget
2026-27 isexpected to offer policy direction

onthe future course, theysaid

though no specific banks have
beenidentifiedyet, thesources
said. The Union Budget 2026-
27isexpected tooffer policy di-

rection on the future course of

PSBE reforms, they said.

Lessons from earlier con-
solidation exercisesareshaping
the current thinking. The pre-
vious mergers, particularly
those executed in2019-20, were
far from smooth, marked by IT
integration challenges, branch
overlaps and staff rationalisa-
tion issues. In several cases,
banks with similar regional
footprints were merged, result-
ing in duplicated branch net-
worls and employee redeploy-
ment problems.

Industry watchers argue
that future mergers should be
designed to avold combining
banks headquartered in the
same region, thereby minimis-
ing operational disruption. The
merger of Oriental Bank of
Commerce with Punjab Na-

Mon,

15 December
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/78734950

tional Bank -bothwitha strong
northern India presence - is

often cited as an example of

how overlapping geographies
intensified integration chal-
lenges.

Alongside consolidation, of-
ficials believe reforms must ad-
dress capital constraints faced
by PSBs. One proposal gaining
traction is to raise the foreign
direct investment (FDI) limitin
PSBs fromthe current 20 per
cent toas much as 49 per cent,
allowing these banks to tap
long-term global capital. In
contrast, private sector banks
are permitted up to 74 percent
foreign ownership.

However, ownership limits
alone may not be enough to at-
tract serious investors. While
shareholders in private banks
can exercisevoting rights ofup
to26 per cent, investors in PSBs
are restricted tojust 10 percent
voting power, evenif they hold
a 20 per cent equity stake. This

2825

imbalance has discouraged
largeinstinutionalandstrategic
investors from acquiring mean-
ingful stakes in state-owned
lenders. Thatexplains why for-
eign holding in India’s largest
bank, SBL isjust 1064 per cent
now, and it is even less than 1
percent in smaller PSBs.

Officials argue that FDI li-
mits and voting rights in PSBs
should be aligned moreclosely
with those in private banks,
while still ensuring govern-
ment ownership of at least 51
percent.Such alignment, they
believe, would make PSBEs
moreattractive to patient, long-
term investors without com-
promising public control.

The reformsdebate extends
beyvond PSBs. Raising voting
rightsin private banks isalong-
standing demand from pro-
motersandinstitutional inves-
tors. The voting rights cap in
private banks was last raised
from 10 per cent to 26 per cent
through the Banking Laws
(Amendment) Act, 2012. Both
the Reserve Bankof India (RBI)
and the government have his-
torically opposed removingthe
cap altogether, citing concerns
over governance, public trust
and concentration of owner-
ship.

Yet, large domestic and for-
eign investors argue that the
disconnect between economic
ownership and voting power
discourages capital infusion.
Any change, however, is likely
to be cautiousand incremental.

The renewed push forre-
form comes after a six-year
pause in consolidation and re-
flects the government’s ambi-
Honto createtwo Indianbanks
capable of entering the global
top 20 by assets.

Otficials are working on a re-
form roadmap that could be
executed berween 2026 and
2028,

As of March 2025, SBlre-
mains the clear leader with as-
sets of Bs 66.76 lakh crore, tol-
lowed by PunjabNational Bank
(R518.18 lakh crore), Bank of
Baroda(Rs17.811akh crore), Ca-
nara Bank (Rs 16.83 lakh crore)
and Union Bankoflndia (Bs15
lakhcrore).

At the smaller end are Cen-
tral Bankof India, Indian Over-
seas Bank, Bank of Maharash-
tra, UCO Bank and Punjab &
S5ind Bank—widely seen as
early-phase merger candidates.
The approach could eventually
bring down the number of PSBEs
fromthe current 12 to three or
fourlarge institutions. FE

e
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ODERN-day mega corpora-
tions are like empires. They
are no exception to the fail-
ings of imperial hubris.
When thev become too big
and powerful, most morph
into blind. rapacious mon-
sters. This may explain the fall of IndiGo,
an ieonic airline until a fortnight ago.

With 400-0dd planes, well-turned-out
cabin crews, on-time performance, a
large network with over 2,000 flights
connecting India every day, and no fa-
tal accidents over 19 years of opera-
tions, becoming an airline of glohal
standards was no mean achievement.
The two founders, Rakesh Gangwal
and Rahul Bhatia, deserve accolades,
though the former exited three years
dapo over an internal dispute.

But today, after two weeks of mayhem
and uncontrollable flight cancellations,
the airline stands disgraced. [t took less
than 19 days to destroy a seemingly unas-
sailable reputation built over 19 years.

The initial trickle of delays began on
November 1, when the new rules prom-
ulgated by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation Kicked in to provide
mare rest to pilots and reduce fatigue,
thereby improving aviation safety by
inereazing weskly rest hours, redefin-
ing night duty hours, and limiting the
number of night landings. It wasa long-
pending demand from the Indian Pilots’
Assoclation to bring the rules into line
with International Civil Aviation Or-
ganisation norms, which the airlines
Initially resisted adopting.

Low-cost airlines typically fly more
hours—hopping from city to city with
gquicker turnarounds—than full-serv-
iee carriers. That should translate into
maore pilots per airceraft for IndiGo than
for Adr India.

It's also true that there is a huge short-
age of captains in India. Recruiting a for-
elpn captain takes 4-6 months, as they
mitist obtain security clearance from in-
tellipence agencies. That cannot be com-
promised on, especially after 9/11. After
Home Ministry clearance, foreign cap-
tains must take the DGCA examination.

Even retired Indian Air Foree pilots
take substantially longer to be cleared
to fly our civilian aircraft than a
Liufthansa or Alr France captain takes
under European regulations. These
cumbersome regulations are systemic
issues that our regulator must simplify,
in line with global standards, to lower
costs and enable faster recruitment.
Thousands of voung Indian pilots are
languishing without jobe—that remains
a separate but urgent discussion.

IndiGo’s hubris met regulatory reality as leadership paralysis and pilot
shortages shattered a hard-earned reputation In days, traumatising
passengers and exposing India's dependence on aviation giants

WHY INDIGO MUST
LEARN THE LESSON
AMBASSADOR FAILED

G RGOPINATH

Founder, Ak Decen,
former (aptain, Indian Army

But the ground reality today is that
Indian airlines have to plan keeping
these bottlenecks in mind. While Air
India, Spicedet, and Akasa complied
with the new rules in time, IndiGo
cocked a snook at the regulator. Why?
Simply because it thought it could, and
sweating fewer pilots for longer hours
inereases profits—and stock prices.

But after being chastened by the hor-
rific fatal crash of Air India’s Ahmeda-
bad-London flight earlier this year and
inereasing minor accidents reported
grross airlines, the new Director General
of Civil Aviation refused to budge on the
new rules. IndiGo was caught flat-footed.

The initial trickle of disruptions
turned into a flood and soon into a tsi-
nami, with about 1,500 flight cancella-
tions on December 5, impacting a stag-
pering million-plus passengers over just

SOURLY FO¥

a few days. Thousands of bags are still
stuck at airports across the country

The scale of anxiety, stress, and suf-
fering it caused—for missing funerals,
exams, job interviews, and weddings—
cannot be fathomed. The hapless Indi-
Go ground staff at airports were aban-
doned to face a mob by the airline's
senior management.

What is glaring is that the CEQ, the
chief operations officer, and the head
of the operations control centre—all
expats—did not appear on the scene for
a full five days. The expat senior leader-
ship i= on a few-weeks-on, few-weeks-
off contract. But managing director
Rahul Bhatia was missing in action,
too. The ship was caught rudderless in
the storm without its key leaders.

Finally, after a week of misery inflict-
ed on passengers, the IndiGo manage-

ment apologised and explained the com-
bination of factors that led to the chaos.

The IndiGo board has a stellar compo-
sition, packed with high-profile civil serv-
ants, a former highly regarded corporate
honcho as chairman, a former Alr Chief,
and a couple of foreign airline CEOs. But,
as is well known among many large In-
dian companies, board membership is
often treated as a mere statutory require-
ment. It helps to pack a board with hon-
ourahle peaple who can open doors,

But the managing director should
have been at the forefront, holding him-
zelf accountable instead of remote-con-
trolling. Legend has it that when Napo-
leon rested in his bivouse during his
imperial campaigns, he would tell his
aide, “Don't disturb me to give me good
news. It can wait. But when there are
bad tidings, rush to me and wale me up.
There is no time to lose.”

Had the managing director and his
CED heeded such advice, they would
have held town hall meetings with the pi-
lots, the pilot rostering staff. and the soft-
ware professionals who provide the crew
roster software. And then IndiGo could
have averted the worst of this disaster.

The higger guestion is: how could
one company'’s breakdown bring In-
din's entire aviation sector to 4 screech-
ing halt? The answer lies in how little
competition there is.

Monopolies and duopolies are indif-

ferent, arrogant, and extortionist in na-
ture from a customer perspective. They
also pose a significant risk to a giant
economy like India's, which, despite its
glaring inequities, is one of the fastest.
growing in the world.

That means if the monopaly or dunpo-
Iy fails, the country’s economy —or an es-
sential sector riding on the ability of one
or two plavers—fails. Neither is it in the
long-term interest of the monopoly itself,
which can eventually fade into oblivion.

The example of the Ambassador car,
which thrived during the licence raj of
the Nehruvian era, is illustrative. The
few old Bombay Club titans who sur-
vived, like Bajaj and Mahindra, faced the
onslaught of global competition from
Japanese, South Korean, and Western
companies that set up shop here and tried
to match them in quality and price; asa
result, the Indian companies gained mar-
ket share. But the earlier Birla monopoly
which made the Ambassador, bred iner-
tia and failed to foster innovation.

Let this be a fitting lesson for our poli-
cymakers, A vibrant private sector with
competition and without cartelisation is
the best way forward.

{Views are personal)
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Senior expat official in IndiGo
management may face action

Saurabh.Sinha
@Etimesofindia.com

New Delhi: A DGCA-ap-
pointed panel of elght Mlight
operntions inspectors
(FOIs) to oversee IndiGo op
orations till they stabilise is
learnt to have put an expat
top management person
(not the CEO)of theairlines
under the scanner, Officials
close (o the developments
sild regulatory action
apainst him was 1{kely.
IndiGzo’s operations con-
trol centre (DCC) has been
found to be aweak link. Asof
now, the alrline bs giving out
two-day rosters (o pllos
This meansa pllot knows the
flights he or she is supposad
o fly next two days only:
FOls are, meanwhile,

§
|

After Al, Akasa has sought info
on IndiGe capacity cuts so it can
operate more flights from Jan

safd to be upset with the re-
cent removal of tour of their
colleagues from their posi
tions for allegedly not being
able to prevent IndiGo’s Mas-
co. “FOIs feel they have been
made scapegoats. Some of
them now want to quit their

positions,” sald olflclals

Akasa's ambition: After
Ajr India, Akasa has also
sought information from the
govt about the likely dura
tion of InddiGo cnpacity cuts
a0 that it can docide on oper-
ating some extra Nights in
the second half of Jan. The
aviaticn ministry isexpected
to finalise IndiGo cuts and
duration of the same early
this week, Alr Indin has
offered to explore operating
275 extra fights thismonth.
The 30 Boelng 737s Aka-
s has are ot present being
fully utilised. The airlines
recently got its 315t aircraft,
which will start Nving next
month, and could use it (o
partially fill in the void cre-
ated by IndiGo’s route cuts.
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54 IndiGo flights
cancelled on Saturday

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: IndiGo Airlines can-
celled 54 arrivals and departu-
res for the second consecutive
day on Saturday, saying thedis-
ruptions were part of a plan-
ned curtailment intended to
restore normal operations.

Anairline official said they
were steadily improving daily
operations after the Union mi-
nistry relaxed the regulations
governing crew working ho-
urs. “We cannot call these can-
cellations, we must call them
no operations’. Passengers
were either accommodated on
other flights or offered full re-
o funds,” he said. IndiGo was
. scheduled tooperate 142 flights
from Chennai on Saturday, but
thenumber wasreduced dueto
regular runway maintenance,
the official added.

In astatement on Saturday,
theairlinesaid that it was setto
operate over 2,050 flichts of
2,400 scheduled flights as per

its revised schedule, with only
two cancellations due to tech-
nical issues.

Airport authority officials
said the disruptions stemmed
largely from service adjust-
ments to inbound flights. “We
did not see any crowding of
stranded passengers,” an air-
portofficial said.

Among arrivals, Hydera-
bad, Bengaluru and Mumbai
each recorded four cancella-
tions, followed by Delhi with
three. Kolkataand Coimbatore
saw two cancellations each,
while single-flight cancella-
tions were reported from cities
such as Kochi, Patna, Dubai,
Puneand Ahmedabad.

Five flights to Mumbai we-
re cancelled, followed by four
each in Bengaluru and Hyde-
rabad and three in Delhi. Two
outbound flights each to Kaol-
kataand Coimbatore werealso
cancelled. There were single-
flight cancellations to destina-
tions including Pune, Ahmed-
abad and Bhubaneswar.
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The policy failure behind the aviation meltdown
IndiGo

Reservations/Ticketing

, fnw b

KP NAYAR
STRATEGIC ANALYST

INCE the change of

government at the

Centre in 2014, the

Civil Asnation Min-

ister's office in New
Delhi has become a custom-
ary port ol eall for foreign
minizters from the Gulf'visit-
ing India, to no avail in all
cases, They have been wast-
ingthartime and many such
vigifing ministers have even-
tually given up, tresting
Inedia's eivil transport indus-
try as 0 dead end. Thisiz a
sicle story of the meltdown in
gir passenger  transpart
arrossthe naton this month,
of which the Indipo airline
has become emblematic and
iz the whipping boy for
evenyune, with Amr India
being cited as the other but
smaller, part of a duopoly on
the country's skies.

e o e
The less publicised story of
a spate ofregular calls tosue-
coszive Indian civil aviation
ministers by foreign visitors
who have little to do with eiv-
il aviation m their portfohos
affers a foreign policy dimen-
gion to India's onpoing air
transport and tourism orses
The Civil Aviation Ministry's
stranglehold on the larger

government apparatus has
been sach over the last 11
years that it has held the
country’s solemn tresties to
ransom  and  challenged
India’s sovercign responsibil-
ities. The blanket refusal to
review and renegotiste Bils-
el Air Service Agreements
with most Gulf states as man-
dated in their dauses 15 the
most  egregious  example.
Such o cavalier attitude has
stunted the growth of India's
civil aviation. Proactive exter-
nal actions during the last
decade could have prevented
the cument oriss.

Foreign ministers from the
Gulf are not the only ones
who have grievances against
the cvil aviation ministry, For
different — actually opposile
— remsons, the US has
acrused thie ministryin bilat-
eml comversations of having
stunted the growth of India's
avintion industry. The min-
istry'’s mandateis actually the
opposite.  Americans  have
argued, behind closed doors,
that lack of imagination and
negativism n this ministry
have prevented meaningful
cooperation  between  India
and the US in the entire range
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of aviation. Like those in the
Gulf, the Amencans have also
given up their decades-fong
efforts to get more mvolvedin
thie airline business in Indis.

At last count there were
just 58 non-stop weekly
flights botween Indiaand the
US A recent comparative
study by the Centre for Avin-
tion and Space Laws at the

CAVALIER: The refusal to review hlla'l.eral alr s=vice pal:bhas. hit lI'E aviation sector's growth. rerers

Mational University of Juridi-
cal Selences in Kblkata has
shown that in marked con-
trast, there are 287 non-stop
weekly flights between the
U5 and Japan, a destination
much smaller than India in
bath size and population.
Ome of the most relinble and
sought-after domestic air
lines in the US sinee 2007 has
been Virgin Americn, head-
guantered in Califormia. Itwas
originally promoted by the
Urutu.-rl]ﬁngdrm—l!u&dmler—

o et ek
national aidine conglomer-
ate, the Virgmn Group, It was
possible 1o launch a now
domesticeaner in the crowd-
ed US aviation market al the
tum of the new mullenmum
because of constructive coop-
eration between the US
Department of Tmnsporta-
tion, its UK counterpart and
Richard Branson, the man
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the Americans have
also given up their
decades-longefforts
toget more involved
in Indias airline
business.

behind the Virgin Group.
This is completely alien to the
mindset at the Ragiv Gandhi
Bhavan headoguarters of the
Civil Awiation Ministry. For-
elgners  ame  perenmially
viewed there with suspicion
bordenng on enmity, aceord-
ing tomumerous nterlocutors
from many countnes in
accounis given to this colum-
nistover the last 30 years,
There is a postseript to the
Virgin Amenca story. The US
airline made its first public

offering in Hﬂhﬂ&q stock
exchange in 2014, Beciuse
Virgin America omerped as 8
hugely attractive imestment,
sevoral U'S carriers attemptod
to take 1t over in a bidding
war Eventually, Alasks Air-
lines becamne its owners.

For the Cull states, South
Asia is an extension of thoir
owT air transport and toursm

business, India of course, is
the biggest component of this
extended market Within the
Gulf, n the United Arab Emi-
rates, toursm contabutes o
13 per cent of the UAE s Gross
Domestic Produd  (GDP),
UAE= Minister of Economy
and Thunsm Abdulla bin Toug
Al Marm smid on this vears
Wordd Tounsm Day in Sep-
tember An ambitions plan o
increase the domestic hosp-
tality industry’s share 1025 per
cent of the GDP emasages
sonding somes of the 33 million
muestswho staved in hotels in
theUAE this yearas toursts o
India as the second, edended
leg of a regional tour
Singapore unveled & simi-
lar plan & few decades ago to
add India to the ftinerary of
glohal tourists amving in the
city-staie. The plan has been
mly & modest sucoess
because of bottlenecks at the
Indiaend, But it wasa consid-
eration inthe oreation of Vis-
tar, mn Indian airine, which
was recently merged with Adr
Indiz Singapore Aidines had
a 48 per cent stake in Vistam,
which had & 10 per cond share
of India's domestic aviation
markel al the time u[' :IL"E

METEET. Sinpapore’s pL'lIiS to
sel up an airline n India
began in the early 1990z, but
faced stumbling blocks at
every stapge from the Indian
ovil service culture and xeno-
phohic politicians.

Ifthe UAE orany other Gulf
slate is o send some of its
tourists to India as part of a
regional tinerary on the Sin-

gapare model, they would
have to consider setting up o
Vistara-fype domestic airline,
part-owned by the Emirates
airline or another Gull carmier,
But it would be an uphill
struggle, unless Rajiv Gandhi
Bhavan opens its doors to
winds of change, Any such
effort would contribute to cut-
ting the duopoly in domestic
aviation, lile Vistara dic

Mot only mirdines, but amr-
ports are also victims of the
Civil Aviation Ministry's tun-
nel vision., Kannur Interna-
tional Airport is an example.
It is the frst greenfield ar-
port 0 be built in India in a
long time, Buresucrsls at
Rajiv Gandhi Bhavan are
asphyxaatmg 1t by denying
foreign carfers permissionto
fiy to and from Kamnur
although it is a desipnated
intemational airport.  The
domesticduopaly has lobhied
the ministry's bureaucrats to
allow omly Indigo and Air
Indina to pick up passengers
from Kannur to the Gulf

Retired 1AS officer Vasude-
van Tulasidaz, who helped
build the airpart as its fOrst
Managing Director, once told
Hardeep Pun, wlwn ]H:' was

Civil PNII:{I}-DI! Ilrhru.m lhal
Kannurmaybe the frst amrport
in India 1o po bankrupt
because the mimsty @ arin-
trarily denying usiness which
15 its due. “Airimes sometimes
go bankrupt” Tulasidas told
Puri, adding, “The Civil Avin-
tion Mimstry will set a preee-
dent by cousing India's first
airpart bankruptoy.”
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