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Jewar, Taking Off

As Indiarapidly expands its airport infrastructure
—with a slew of upgraded and greenfield facilities
— Jewar, 85 km from Delhi’s IGI, is the newest
addition to that list. NEETIKA JHA and
photographer ABHINAV SAHA take a tour of the
Jewar airport site as it races to the finish line

HELATE momingsunbounces
off a line of fluorescent orange
vests and yellow helmets shut-
flingtowardsa makeshift table.
There, each of the men in the
queue presents his Aadhaar card for verifi-
cation. A nod later, the workers trudge to-
wards an areafilled with the grinding ofma-
chinesand the striking of hammers.
Nearly 85 km fromtheIndira Gandhi In-
ternational (IGI) Airport, the primary avi-
ation hubforNew Delhi andisadjoining re-
gion, thisistheairside area of the upcoming
MNoidalnternational Airportin Jewar, in
Uttar Pradesh’s Gautam Buddha Nagar dis-
trict. Since June 2022, these workers have
been giving shape to an expanse of glass, con-
creteand metal spread across 1334 acres.
Inasteptowardsheralding operations at
Jewar airport, the Airports Authority of

want to showcase the airport ahead of the
2027 elections, isin talks with major airlines
on starting operations at the Jewar facility.
“We have been working on this project
since2019.Sometimes, it feelslike we started
justa month ago. Its journey hasbeen a tur-
bulent one —fromdesigning and construc-
ting to preparingto operatea greenfield air-
port,” says Christoph Schnellmann, CECQ of
the Yamuna International Ajrport Private
Limited (YIAPL), a 100% subsidiary of Zu-
rich Airport International AG, whichis over-
seeingthe development of the Jewar airport.

The need for an airport

Those heading from Noida towards the
upcoming airport will have to get on to the
Yamuna Expressway. Dissecting green
fields, this 165-km six-lane highway is
flanked by babool trees and bursts of bou-
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India’s largest airport?

As India rapidly expandsits airport in-
frastructure — with a slew of upgraded
and greentield airports — Jewaris the ne-
west addition tothat list. Theairport, once
completed, is expected to be among
India’s biggest.

Commissioned in 2021 to lighten the
existing passenger load on Delhi’s 1GI Air-
port, which handled nearly 8 crore fliers in
2024, Jewar airport is expected to handle 1.2
crore passengersannually in thefirstphase.
Officials said its passenger capacity in
phases two and three is expected to rise to
3croreand 5 crore, respectively.

For now, under the Rs6,500-crore phase
one of the alrport operations. Jewar will
have onerunway and one terminal, though
officials said there are plans for sixrunways
and four terminalsin all.

Under phaseone, theairportisexpected
to handle 30 flights, including 25 to major
domestic destinations such as Lucknow,
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and
Dehradun;threeinternation al flightsto Zu-
rich, Singapore and Dubai; and two cargo
flights. The state government, which would
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49, Officer on Special Duty, Yamuna Ex-
pressway Industrial Development Authority
(YEIDA), talks of how it all began. YEIDA,
the government agency responsible for de-
velopment along the Yamuna Expressway;,
isoverseeing the airport projectonbehalfof
the UP government.

Around 2017, says Bhatia, government
and AAl officials realised that increasing
passenger load would one day saturate 1G1
airport. "Wealso had the NCR Planning
Board’s (NCRPE) functional plan on trans-
pont forNCR-2082, which stated that the sec-
ond airport should be built somewhere near
Jewar,” he says.

The plan for a second airport in Delhi-
NCR goes back o 2001, when the Aviation
Ministry commissioned a feasibility report
on asecond airportin Delhi-NCR. After sev-
eralsurveysand meetingsbetweenthe Min-
istry and AAT, in 2017, the first Obstacle Limi-
tation Surfaces Survey (OLS, which checks
for potential obstructionsaround an airport
for safety of planes), was conducted.

The Jewar airport siteis strategically lo-
cated — about 85 km from IGI airport, S0 km
from Noidaand 87km from the Hindon air-
port. Thetourist city of Agrais130 km from
the airport and Aligarh a mere 65 km away.

Calling the location of Jewar airport “its
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MAKING OF NOIDA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

1,334 acres

under phase ane

« About the upcoming airport

34,096 crore

paid for land by YEIDA so far

2021

the yearwork onthe sitestarted

CONCESSIONAIRE: Yamuna International Airport Private Limited (YI1APL), a 100% subsidiary of Zurich Airport International AG

total construction
phases

® Phasel (expected
to beinaugurated
s00n)

<6,500cr

cost of phase 1

@ Passenger load:
Mearly1.2 crore
annually

® jirportto have
one runway and one
terminal under
phase1

®Phases 2and 3
(expectedto be
completed by 2047)

® Cost: Land acouisi-
tion underway

@Passenger load:
Mearly3croreand 5
crore annually, re-
spectively

@ Alrportto event-
ually have six run-
ways and four
terminals

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/78544131

PROJECT LEASE: to YIAPL for 40 years, starting October 1, 2021

USSP, YEIDA CEORakesh Kumar Singh says
itwill cater tothe passengers of western
Uttar Pradesh. "Visitors to Agra, Mathura
and Vrindavan will no longer have to land
in Delhi and spend hours travelling. They
can land in Jewar,” he says.

Passengers from Aligarh, Hathras, Mo-
radabad, Meerut, Bulandshahr and Farida-
bad, too, stand tobenefit. " The NCR runson
the Eastern and Western Peripheral Ex-
pressways; we are now connecting it tothe
airport. Also, cities on the banks of the
Ganga, from Haridwar to Bijnor, are onthe
Ganga Expressway — we plan to connect
thisroute totheairport,” he says.

"Once the airportisready, we will have a
lotof aprons. Parking charges for airlines will
be low and we will have more late-night
flights. So passengers can expect cheaper
flights outof Jewar,” he says.

Passengerscan alsoexpect auniqueair-
port experience, promises YIAPL CEOQ
Schnellmann. "Once passengersclear their
security checks, they willentera huge court-
yard. Since it will be a digital airport, they
will have alotof things to experience, includ-
ing amix of retail and duty-free offerings
from both global brands and local treasures,
the best of airpornt dining with premium
lounges, diverse multi-cuisine dining op-
tions and spaservices designed for ultimate
relaxation.” he says.

A hurdle and arace to finish

Back at the airport site, construiction is
on ata frenzied pace — on runways, the
mainterminal, sewage treatment plants, of-
ficeblocks and data centres, among others.

While some workers move against the
towering golden frame to tie the Air Traffic
Control (ATC) tower’s reinforcement bars,
otherstranster bucketsof concreteto the pil-

larsthat willeventually connect the passen-
gerboarding bridge. Next to them, workers
— theirvoicesdrowned by thesound of en-
gines — help the massive arms of cranes
swing into action using ropes and signals.

In 2020, the scene looked vastly different.

Back then, just as the team prepared to
stepup operations,the pandemic hit, catch-
ingthemoffguard. They had torethink and
recalibrate the way they worked, before
eventually moving to videoconferencing.

“Typically, architects fly in with their
plans, but wedid itallvia video conference.
Inthe firsttwoyears, nearly80% ofthe team
started working with us, but we were yet to
work face-to-face,” recalls the CEQ.

Talkingabout the airport design, hesays
it has “borrowed” from the heritage and cul-
ture of the country.

“Wehaveused red sandstone fortheter-
minal building. It will emulate the look ofa
haveli, where the courtyard brings in fresh
gir and sunlight. A translucent, wavy roof,
inspired by the region’s important rivers,
will emulate the flow of awater body. The
flight of steps in the terminal forecourn
mimic those in the ghats of Varanasi and
Haridwar,” hesays, adding that the building
will also have ornamental lattice screens.

The design elements, he says, have been
chosen keeping in mind the larger goal —
that of aworld-classairport that s committed
to anambitious net-zero emissions target.

"Wehaveensured that theimpact onthe
environmentremains minimal,"headds.

Lifeoutside theairport

The approach road to the airport, once
an expanse of larmland, isnow linedwitha
string of real-estate offices, many with neon-
lit sign boards. Inside, the owners, mostly
farmers whose land was acquired for the
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project, say property rates have shotup over
the lastsixmonths, from Rs 25,000 asqyard
to Rs 60,000 a sq yard.

After the first round of acquisition in
2015, residents ofsixvillageswere rehabili-
tated at an R&R (Reliefand Rehabilitation)
colony inJewar, nearly 3.5 km away. Since
then, with land prices shooting up, the
compensation package, too, hasbeen in-
creased on the demand of villagers. While
tarmers whose land was acquired in the
tirst phase were offered Rs 2,100 per sqm
and plots, the compensation package went
upto Rs 3,100 persgm forthe second phase
and Bs 4,300 per sqm for the third and
fourth phases.

Talking about land acquisition, YEIDA's
Bhatia says the most challenging part was
convincing farmers, who had owned the
land for penerations, to part with it. "They
were attached to their land. Since we did
notwant to hurttheirsentiments, we came
up with a rehabilitation plan and asettle-
ment that felt like their old village,” hesays.

However, most people at the R&R col-
ony said they had used up their compensa-
tion money to build new homes and now
had no other means of income.

Ram VirSingh, 65, aformer resident of
Nangla Ganeshi village, sayshe received a
compensation of nearly Rs 25 lakh for his
6.17bigha. Singh, a farmer, used Rs151akh
of that money to build a two-storeyed
house and alsobought some farming land
in Aligarh.

“Betore he lost his jobtwomonths ago,
my sonworked asa canteen boyat aprivate
firm in Greater Noida. We have money for
now, but not for the long run,” he says.

While land has already been acquired
rom six villages in the district for the sec-
ondphase oftheairport, landhas alsobeen
identified for the third phase.

At Neemka Shahjahanpur, one ofthe
villages that have been identified for ac-
guisition inthe third phase, Ajay Atr, 43, a
farmerwho owns1bigha, says, “lamready
to part with my land and start a business
withthecompensation money. 1 don't want
my children to become a farmer like me.
There is no money in agriculture.”

However, his brother Sanjay, 435, de-
manded highercompensation. "Only 70%
oftheresidentshave agreed to the acquisi-
tion. Weare closeto Bulandshahr, ourland
rates will go upanyway,” he says.

At Khwajapur, another village ident-
ified for the third phase, Pradeep, 23, smiles
when asked about his future plans. “Frst,
Dwill first buy a phone. Then, [ will open a
carwash. Most people here have no busi-
ness sense beyond these fields,” says Pra-
deep, aClass 5 dropout.

Salman Khan, an influencer from Ala-
walpur, a village adjoining the airport site,
who hasover 1lakh followers on Instagram
and 21akh on YouTube, is excited about the
airport and the upcoming film city in the
distriet. Dressed in white pants and a
purple shirt, Khan hopes that with the air-
port, his life will take off, too. "I spend a lot
of money travelling to Mumbai and Delhi.
Flights from here will cut down my travel
cost..lalso plantomake somevideosatthe

dirport,” he says.
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Festive cheer at NSCBI Airport with cake mixing ceremony

Kolkata: The Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose International (NSCBI) Airport, welcomed the winter season with a heart-warming celebration. The Airports Authority of India (AAI) hosted a

symbolic Cake Mixing Ceremony at the Airport Travel Club Lounge on Thursday, marking the onset of the holiday season and spreading cheer among passengers and guests. The age-old
tradition of cake mixing — an integral prelude to Christmas festivities — brought together airport officials, lounge representatives, and travellers in a spirited display of camaraderie. Dried
fruits, nuts, and aromatic spices were mixed with joy and laughter, symbolising unity, happiness, and the excitement of celebrations ahead. Vikram Singh, Airport Director, NSCBI Airport
lauded the initiative, noting that such events not only enrich the travel experience but also infuse a sense of warmth and belonging within the airport community. With live music, vibrant
décor, and festive aromas filling the air, the event turned into a moment of shared joy — transforming a transit space into a hub of seasonal celebration. The cake mixing ceremony heralds
the beginning of Kolkata Airport’s festive calendar, with more events planned in the coming weeks to enhance the travel experience for flyers.
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Bhogapuram
airport will be
readv ahead of
schedule: GM Rao

—
G Maga Sridhar

‘Bh ramai to
benga ahead
schedule’

Visakhagatnam:

The Greenficld Airport at
Bhogapuram will be com-
pleted ahead of schedule and
will be operational by June
2026, G M Rao, Chairman of
GMR Group said. Speaking
at the inmugural session of
Andhra Pradesh CIT Partner-
ship Summit 2025 which
began here on Friday, Rao
said the Groupwill also build
an integrated serospace in
500 acres in Bhogapuram

with MRD and other facilit-
T
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Air India to unveil flagship

_|_

premium lounge at [GI Airport

I!,nlit\.'ﬁd
Nezw Diehi

The Tata Group-led Air In-
dia will wowveil its first
premium lounge at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
(1G0 rt in the comi
wee Amﬁm sources tnnﬁ
businessline.

The leunch, szid sources,
marks the beginning of a
broader strategy to upgrade
service standards.

According to sources, the
upcoming facility at Delhi
Airport will be followed by
similar premium lounges in
Mumbai and Bengaluru, to
be rolled out in phases over
the coming year.

The international lounge
will be opened at IGI's Ter-
minal 3 and equipped with
“an cl t design, curated
:rpﬂ'i::.'nyis and tg&n‘d.urcd ser-
vioes for puests.”

“The intention behind the
strategic  initiative is to
provide the best lounge ex-
perience Lo Our passcOgers.

Aswe are adding new aircraft
to the Air India Group fleet

with  updated  inflight
products, it is essential tngi;:ltll"-
fer our passengers n oen-
hanced gm‘um:l SErVicE eX-
perience,” industry sources
said. When contacted, Air In-
dia did not reply.

To design the lounges, Air
India has partnered with
global hospitality design firm
Hirsch Bedner Associates
(HBEA), which is also refur-
bishing its lounge at JFE Air-
port in New York.

As per sources, the Delhi
lounge will feature “a loowri-
ous, modern aesthetic with
sophisticated  furnishings,

ambient lighting, and a
design language Jgp'u:dwith
Air India's refreshed brand-
ing. Representing the rich
culture and hertage of India,
the lounge will exhibit con-
temporary art, décor and a
thoughtfully curated selec-
tion of F&B," sources said.
“The hourious ambience
of the lounge has been in-
ired by Air India’s new
E:ntm- ‘tefiecting both In-
dian warmth and global
standards.”

ALSO AT GLOBAL HUEBS
The new lounges will host
first-class and business-class
passengers, frequent flyers,
and Star Alliance members.
On the nternational front,
Air Indiz plans to d its
lounge nr:Pt'imrlc tai.xnpﬂngiuha.l
hubs as part of its long-term
transformation  under the
Tata Group.

In addition, sources said
that new facilities are being
conceptualised in San Fran-
cisoo mnd select asirports

across Europe.
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GIANT ANTONOV
AN-124 DRAWS
CROWDS TO
HYD AIRPORT

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, NOV, 13

The city skics witnessed
a speciacular sight on
Thursday s tho
Antonov An-124 Ruslan
landed at Rajiv Gandhi
International .M'r'ﬁurt
(RGIA)Y in Shamshabad,
captivating passengers
and airport staff alike
Tha mammoth cargo air
craft measures 69 metres
in  length with &
wingspan of 71 metres
and ean  transport
between 120 and 150
tonnes of cargo

Engineors al RGLIA sabd
that each wvisit by this
engineering teon ghow.
ensos nol only the won
der of aviation but also
the alrport’s capability
to handle specialised
amd  oversized  cargo
with procision
Eguipped with state-of
the-art facilities and a
robust cargn ecosystam,
HGIA remains fully pre
pared to support some of
the world's sl
demanding  transport
requirements safely and
seamlessly

The Antonow, which
Landed tn the morning to
deliver cargo, departed
in the afternoon. This
heavy-1ift strategic
transpart alrerall, one of
the largest and heaviesi
cargo  planes in  the
world, was designed in
the Soviet era by the
Antonov Design Burean
It is known for carrving
exceptionally large and
heavy loads, including
military equipment amnd
suppdles,
and is powered by four
turbafan engines.

RGIA has earlier host-
od severnl such giant mir-
crafll, including  the
Alrbiies  Beluga cargo
F'I;nn-: In August 2024 and

scemmber 3022 The air
port alao handled an
emergency landing of
the Airbus A380 in 2002
and  welcomed  the
Antonov  An-225,  the
worlid's larges) cargo air-
crafl ot the thme, in 2006

The Antonov An-124
Ruslan that landed at the
Rajiv Gandhi international
Alrport (RGIA) in
Shamshabad. -bc
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Noida International Airport to commence
operatlons soon; Tata PrOJects

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

Tata Projects, the infrastructure and
construction arm of Tata Group, on
Thursday said the upcoming Noida
International Airport at Jewar, in
Uttar Pradesh, will soon begin
operations and asserted that the
approvals are in progress.

Tata Projects Ltd was given the con-
tract to build the Noida International
Airport (NIA). “Noida International
Airport Ltd is working with DGCA
(Directorate General of Civil Aviation) to
get safety, security clearances, the aero-
drome license, as they call it. So now it
is into more regulatory approval process
rather than the construction.

“So by and large our work is ready for

the Prime Minister to come and inaugu-
rate," Vinayak Pai, the CEO and Managing
Director of Tata Projects, said during a
press meet. Replying to a question, Pai
said that the airport is expected to begin
operations “in a short period of time”.

The company, he said, is definitely
adding new projects to its portfolio, so
it aims to maintain the order book in the
range of 40,000 crore to 743,000 crore.
The company is engaged in more pro-
jects in emerging areas such as 4th gen-
eration manufacturing, electronic semi-
conductor manufacturing, solar panel
manufacturing and data centres. “So our
average cycle time is reducing. Many of
these projects get completed in 18
months to two years. We are known for
our fast track project delivery, pre-
dictable project delivery and we want

to maintain that special edge,” he
explained. The company had reported
a net loss of 751 crore in the last
financial year. On this, Pai said, “These
losses are on account of the cumulative
effect of projects which were
going on during Covid and before
that. So a lot of those projects are now
getting completed.

“Our portfolio of new projects is
steadily profitable. Old projects will be
completed this year. From next year, it
will be the new portfolio which will
reflect in the result, and you will see a
very good reflection of that in the prof-
itability.” Tata Projects, a technology-led
engineering, procurement and con-
struction (EPC) company, provides ready-
to-deploy solutions for semiconductor
facilities, giga factories, data centres, etc.
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® NOTAM issued after Delhi spoofing scare; DGCA on high alert
India warns of GPS loss near Mumbai

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, NOV. 13

In the wake of a growing
cyber-attack  threat to
India's alrspace, aviation
authorities have lssued a
notee t airmen
(NOTAM) warning pilots
and alr traffic econirol
{ATC) of possible GPS sig-
nal interference or loss in
the skies near Mimbai.
The NOTAM, valid from
November 13 to 17, 2025,
cautions pilots fiving in
the region 1o exercise
utmost caution as satellite-
based navigation systems
could face disruption.
According to the notice,
GPS shnal loss has been
reported along two ma_k:u
air traffic S-l?!‘"-l.tﬁ ATS)
routes — LE30 and Fa'n —
within the Mumbal flight
Information region (FIR).

It advises all alreraf oper-
ating on these routes to
remain alert to potential
signal degradation over
the next four days. “GPS
Slgnal Interference/loss
reporied on ATS L&39 and
P574 in Mumbai FIR. All
ACFT (aireraft) to EXER
{exercise) CTH (cantion),”
the NOTAM says.

The NOTAM comes
shortly after thie
Directorate General of
Civil Awiation (DGCA)
ordered airlines, pilots,
and ATCs to report GPS
spoofing Incidents within
10 minutes of oCCurrence.
This order was in response
to the Delhi airport situat-
ed last week that saw mas-
sive air traffic distuption
for nbout 36 hours due to
alleged GPS spoofing. The
offiee of national security
advisor AJit Doval is inves-

! AIR INDIA'S Toronto-
Delhi flight Al 188
received a bomb threat
at Delhi. However, it
turned out to be a hoax
and the flight landed
safely at IGI Airport.

tigating the incident.

GPS spoofing is part of
cyberattack that tricks
pllots and ATCs with false
Information and misguid-
ing them. A GPS imterfir-
ence can be in the form of
spoofing and jamming.

The NOTAM was point-
e&d out by Damien Symon,
geo intelligence associat-
ed with Intel Lab. “India
issues 8 NOTAM warning
ajlreraft of GPS interfer-
ence/ loss around alr traf-
flc routes within its air-
space near Mumbal, this
follows reports of similar

Interference observed
around New Delhi,” Mr
Symon wrote on X.
leanwhile, Alr Imdia’s
Toronto-Delhi Might Al 188
recelved a bomb threat at
Dethi. However, it turned
out to be a hoax and the
flight landed safely at the
Indira Gamdhi Alrport.
Air India spokesperson
said a security alert was
communleated regarding
the flight Al&a during its
cruise from Toronto to
Deihi on Thursday
“0n board crew carried
out all the laid down secu-
rity drills Keeping passen-
gﬂr safety and sucurlll:l.' as
J}rinrlt}r The flight has
landed safely at i and
has been parked for the
mandatory security
checks by the security as
per the protocol,” the
spokesperson sakd.
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Air India flight
gets bomb threat

New Delhl: Authorities on
Thursday received a bomb
threat message for Air India's
flight from Toronto to Delhi, and
the flight landed safely in the
national capital, according to
sources.In the morning, Delhi
Police received a message
claiming a bomb threat for the
flight AI88. Subsequently, the
Bomb Threat Assessment
Committee (BTAC) was consti-
tuted at the Delhi airport and it
was assessed that the threat was
'non-specific”, the sources told
PTI.When contacted, an Air India
spokesperson said a security
alert was communicated regard-
ing the flight AIN88 during its
cruise from Toronto to Delhi.
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SpiceJet brings Chandan Sand on
airline’s board as executive director

TDG NETWORE

BUIMER)

Domestic carrier Sprice]ed
on Thursday announeed
the induction of Chan-
dan Sand ns an Executive
Director on the airline’s
board,

This is the second key
appointment at the loss-
making airline within this
mioith.

O Movember 3, the
company brought an
board seasoned sviation
professional and IndiGao's
former Chief Strategy and
Revenue Officer Sanjay
Kumar as Executive Di-
rector

Sand had earlier been
heading the functions of
legal, aiveraft acqguisition,
leasing and financing,
procurement and the com-
pany secretary at Spicejet.

Hee will now have an
enhanced role as a board
member, the airline said,
adding that his appoini-
mienl is subject to regula-

tory approvals.

“We welecome Chandan
to the Board of Spice]et.
His long-standing com-
mitment to the company,
coupled with his exten-
Sive expertise across vart-
oies [unctions, mokes him
a valuable addition to our
board as we chart a re-
newed path for Spice]et,”
sadd Aday Singh, Chadrman
and Managing Director,
Spicelet.

Sand has been associ-
ated with Spice]et since
Juiwi= 2R

With a career span-
ning over two decades in
the aviation sector and
with the company, he

has ployed a pivotal role
in shaping core strategic
Tenctions across the busi-
riess, the airtine sid.

His role also entails
restructuring and nawvi-
gating complex legal
landscapes of aircrali
transactions. He also plays
a pivotal role in driving the
company’s growwth and ex-
pension initintves and his
responsibilities include
negotiating a wide range
of commercial apreemens
Including aireraft acquisi-
tion and lnancing, man-
aging regulatory compli-
ande issues, and providing
legal support, the airfine
stated.
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Winter Travel: Airfare Freeze likely, but Room Rates may Hot Up

Flight tickets to popular local & international destinations may cost the same as in 2024; hotel tariffs set to soar for new year bookings

Arindam Majumder
& Anumeha Chaturvedi

MNew Delhi: This holiday season,
you're more likely toget a fair dealon
flights to vour dream destination, but
the stay may pinch vour pocket.
While airfares to many popular
domestic and international destina-
tions are expected to stay flat compa-
red tolast vear as airlines rampup
capacity hoteliers say tariffs are
headed for a record-breaking vear.
“As of now, we see airfares for the
vear-end season being largely flat
compared to last year for routes like
Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam and

the Philippines,” said Rajesh Magow,

cofounder and group CEO of travel

portal MakeMyTrip. “There is
serious capacity coming in on certa-
in routes, so even if the demand is
rocking, we don't expect the pricesto
goupsteeply” he added.

The same cannot be said about
stay, though. Room rates in many
popular leisure destinations are

expected to increase by double
digits as the new year comesin,
with hotels seeing higher activity.

“Overall, we anticipate a nearly 15%

average room rate growth in quarter
four compared to the previous year,
underscoring the strong travel senti-
ment and preference for premium

stays across our portfiolio,” said
Nikhil Sharma, managing director
and chief operating officer for South
Asiaat Radisson Hotel Group.
Average room rates at Radisson
Resort & Spa Lonavala are current-
Iv 32% higher vear-on-year, with
continued double-digit growth

ZAHID

expected through November and
December, he said.

Accordingtodatasharedbya
travel major, December airfares to
populardestinations like Vietnam
and Dubai have increased by only
single percentage points compared
tolast year. Ticket prices to Austra-
lia— a popular destination for
Indians in December — are the
same as last year, the firm said.

Infact, the prices could be rasing
on some key routes.

“Datashowsadip in overall do-
mestic and international fares this
vear, down 8.6% domestically and
5.4% internationally,” a Cleartrip
spokesperson said.

Better Regional Connectivity »» 10

Better Regional Connectivity

»» From Page 1

Travellers are actively taking ad-
vantage of improved regional air
connectivity for destinations like
Vietnam and Sri Lanka, the per-
son added,

SD Nandakumar, president and
country head for holidays and cor-
porate tours at SOTC Travel, said
overall tour pricinghasseenanin-
crease of approximately 3-7% for
domestic and short-haul destina-
tions. “Considering Indians are
true value seekers, we have laun-
ched atiractive air inclusive tours
for destinations like Thailand, Ba-
li and Vietnam this winter to spur
demand,” he said.

There has been a glut of deals
over the last two months, with air-
lines trying to fill up seats as they
add capacity, sometimes taking
planes onshort-term lease.

India's largest airline IndiGo is
inducting10aircraftonshort-term
lease and may add more, people
aware of the development said.

Similarly, SpiceJet has started to
induct planes and will add more
than 20 planes to cater to the win-
ter rush, industry insiders said.

Aldrlines normally lower fares to
get more people to book tickets
when demand slows, or competi-
tion stiffens.

There's little question that com-

petition has intensified on some
routes, but airline executives said
tlj.ere isnosign that demand is wa-

ning.

Pieter Elbers, CEO of IndiGo, no-
ted that the festive season has mar-
ked a good quarter for the airline
for the last many years. "1 have no
reason to assume that this time it
willnot be agood quarter,” he said.

“To ensure we are well-positio-
ned to meet strong and sustained
demand, particularly through the
peak travel season, we have taken
steps to augment our fleet through
additional damp lease arrange-
ments,” Elbers said.

So, how do you plan your travel in
the peak season without spending
abomb?

Book early, ahead of the season
—that way, vou can keep the travel
cost low, industry executives said.

Airfares are notoriously volatile
and never less so than during the
holidays, which are among the bu-
siest times to fly, noted Praveen ly-
er, cofounder and chief commerci-
al officer at Akasa Air.

“If you plan inadvance, if vou bo-
ok inadvance, there are some ama-
zing deals available,” he said
“Even now, if vou book something
for December 15 or December 20,
there are very good fares.”

So if vou're planning a year-end
getaway, book soon— or pay more.
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TORONTO-DELHI
FLIGHT GETS BOMB
THREAT; PLANE
LANDS SAFELY

HTC and PTI
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Authorities on
Thursday received a bomb
threat message for an Air India
flight when it was flying from
Toronto to Delhi.

The flight later landed safely
in the national capital, according
to sources.

In the morning, Delhi Police
received a message claiming
bomb threat for the flight AIISS.
Subsequently, the Bomb Threat
Assessment Committee (BTAC)
was constituted at the Delhi air-
port, and it was assessed that the
threat was “non-specific”, the
sources said.

The message was received
around 11.30am when the flight,
operated with a Boeing 777 air-
craft, was mid-air and was little
over four hours away from
Delhi, the sources said.

When contacted, an Air India
spokesperson said a security
alert was communicated regard-
ing the flight AII88 during its
cruise from Toronto to Delhi on
Thursday.

“A security alert was received
on Air India flight AIISS during
its cruise from Toronto to Delhi
on 13 November. On board crew
carried out all the laid down
security drills keeping passenger
safety & security as top priority.
The Hight has landed safely at
Delhi and has been parked for
the mandatory security checks
by the security as per the proto-
col. All passengers and crew
have disembarked safely,” said
an Air India spokesperson.
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Star Air raises X150 cr.

for fleet expansion

Jagriti Chandra

BENGALURU

Bengaluru-headquartered
regional carrier Star Air
said it has raised ¥150 crore
in a Series B Round Fund
for fleet expansion.

The funds were from a
consortium of marquee in-
vestors including Micro
Labs Ltd., Deepak Agarwal
of Bikaji foods, and others.

The airline of the Sanjay
Ghodawat Group plans to
raise another ¥200 crore.

The funds will help the
airline to grow its fleet, Star
Air said in a press state-
ment.

The airline plans to
grow to a 50-aircraft fleet
by 2030, according to its
CEO Simran Singh Tiwana.

The airline today has
nine aircraft.
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Singapore
Airlines
commits to
Al change

T ——————
HEWDELHI

or Smgapore Airlines,
F whichowns one-fourthof

Air e, them is “podis-
ilhsicmment ™ also its imest-
e, even i busmagh the lndiam
carmer's losses weigh on its
prafitahility.

“We remmin commitied to
the transformation of Air
India. Thiere is no disifhsion-
el 1oasa long-term inyesi-
maerid that wieare making, amd
we nmferstand there will be
challenges, ™ mid chiel oo -
tiwe Gt Chuson Phomg, derengg
the: post-resnll anakvst amd
maelia bricfing on Friday.

Wy prasl the halfwsry mark.
Adr Inclian's transiormamtinn pro-
grameme, initiated in Septem-
ber 2073, sewks to overhanl
every apec of the basiness,
imed mifling its. fleet, costomer
experienoe, operations, amd
imtesrmaal processes

The Air India investmend
enahles the Singaporean flag
marrier bo participate ifirectly
in Imufiia’s hisgh- growth domes-
tor amd imlermational morke
arrvss both full-service amad
low-comst carrier segmienls, i
said in an mvesior presenia
tion Theoustomer confidemoe
im the airfine remains ntc
despite the Bl Ahmedabaed
orash, be s, adding Singa-
e Airlines has had a kot of
imleraction and engaprmend
twrith AirIndizal” and hashesn
*helping (outl) whenever
neegded”

Fror an extraded peesiom of
Heix sfowy, oo o livemaint com
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Noida International Airport to commence
operations soon: Tata Projects

PREZS TRUST OF INDIA
W Rl DeEn

Tata Projects, the infrastmecture and
construction amm of Tata Group, on
Thursday sabd the upcoming Moida
International Alrport at |[ewar, ln
Uttar Pradesh, will soon begin
operations and asserted that the
approvals are in progress.

Tata Projects Ltd was given the con-
tract to biilbd the Nosda International
Alrport (MNIA). "Nolda International
Airport Ltd s working with DGCA
|Directorate General of Civil Aviation) to
Eef salety, security clearances, the aero-
drome license, 2 they call iL 5o now it
15 Into miore resulaton approval process
rather than the constrection.

“s0 by and Large our work is ready for

the Primie Minkster to come and inaegy-
rate,” Vinayak Pal, the CED and Managing
Director of Tata Projects, sald during a
press meeL Reglying to a question, Pai
said that the alrpart is expecied (o begin
Operations “in a shom persoed of time™

The company, he said, s definisly
adding new projects o its portfokio, so
it almes o maintain the order book in the
range of 240,000 Crore 1o 143000 crore.
The company i engaged in more pro-
ects in emerging areas such a5 Lth gen-
eration manmdaciuring, slearonic semi-
conductor manufactering, sofar panel
manisfacturing and data Centres. “So our
average cyche Hime is reducing. Many of
these projects get completed in 18
manths o two years. We are known for
our last rack propect delivery, pre-
diczable project detivery and we wan

10 maintain that special edge,” he
explained The company had reporfed
a net boss of T751 crore in the lase
linancial year. On this, Pai said, "These
Ioases ane of acoodent of the cumadative
effect of projects which were
gaing on durlng Covid and belore
that. 5o alot of thise projects ane now
getting completed.

“Our portfolio of new projects is
steadily profitabbe. Old profects wiil e
completed this year. From next year, it
will be the new portfolio which will
reflect in the result, and you will see a
very good reflection of that in the prof-
itabiliry.” Tata Profects, a technology-led
engineering, procurement and con-
struscthan (EPC) compainy, provides reaidy-
to-deplay solutions lor semiconductor
lacitities, phga [acrorkes, data centres, epc
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Indigo’sdirectflightsto Cambodiaexpectedtoboosttourism

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Knlkata, 13 November

As the winter travel season
takes off, IndiGo has added
a new international
destination to its growing
network, launching direct
flights between Kolkata and
Siem Reap, Cambodia — the
gateway to the world-
famous Angkor Wat.

With this, IndiGo
becomes the first Indian
carrier to offer a direct air
link between India and
Cambodia. The
thrice-weekly flights,
operated on Mondays,
Thursdays and Saturdays
by Airbus A320neo aircraft,
are expected to give a
significant boost to tourism
and cultural exchange
between the two countries.
Siem Reap marks IndiGo's
46th international and

140th overall destination,
underscoring the airline’s
rapid international
expansion from its eastern
hub in Kolkata.

“We are glad to launch
our inaugural flight to Siem
Reap, which not only
expands our network
across Southeast Asia but
also enhances our global
connectivity from Kolkata,”
said Pieter Elbers, CEO of
IndiGo. “This new service
reflects IndiGo's
commitment to connecting
people, cultures, and
opportunities across Asia.”
Travel and tourism
stakeholders have
welcomed the move, noting
that easier access and
Cambodia’s visa-on-arrival
and e-visa facilities will
likely encourage more
Indian tourisis to explore
the cultural and

architectural marvels of

Angkor Wat and beyond.
As temperatures dip and

travel demand rises, the

eastern India a seamless
link to one of Asia's most
caplivating heritage

destinations this winter.

new connection is
expected to open up fresh
avenues for leisure tourism,
offering travellers from



e i

=1 IIIts

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES B TNDTA

MUMBA T

14 NOVEMBER 2025

Singapore Air’s profit plunges
08% in Hl on Air India losses

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Singapore Air-
lines (SIA) has seen its pro-
fitforthefirst half this year
fall 68% “notably” due to
losses of Air India and so-
me other factors. Owned
25.1% by SIA and the rest by
Tata Group, Air India gro-
up had lost Rs 9,568.4 crore
in FY25. SIA said its group
“net profit for the first half
fell by $503 million (67.8%)
to $239 million”.

Following the June 12
Ahmedabad crash, Al has
reportedly sought more
fund infusion from its pro-
moters, According to agen-
cy reports, Air India is see-
king at least Rs 10,000 crore
(31.1 billion) in financial
support from its promoters.

SIA, in a statement on

IN A FREE FALL

Al Express | Losses soared 4.2
times to 35,678 crore in FY25
from 31,357 crore in FY24

Air India | Loss narrowed to
73,890 crore in FY25 from
35,025 crore in FY24

SIA Group | Net profit
nosedived 68% in first half
this year to $239mn

» SIA Group's ‘share

of results of associated
companies was $417mn lower
YoY', reflecting Al's losses

Thursday, said: “Despite
the ongoing challenges, the
SIA Group remains com-
mitted to working with its
partner Tata Sons to sup-
port Air India's compre-
hensive multi-vear trans-
formation programme.”
SIA Group's interest in-

come fell $103 million from
lower cash balances and in-
terest rate cuts, while the
“group's share of results of
associated companies was
$417 million lower year-on-
yvear, notably reflecting Air
India's losses which were
not included in the previous
year. The group began equi-
ty accounting for Air Indi-
a's financial performance
from Dec 2024, following the
full integration of Vistara
into AirIndia,” SIA saidina
statement, adding, “Share
of losses from Air India and
lower interest income drag
(ged) down net profit.”

The net profit nosedi-
ved despite SIA Group re-
venue rising by $178 mil-
lion (1.9%) from the vear
before to a first half record
of $9,675 million.
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Lack of regulartlights from three state airports irks High Court

LecaL CoORRESPON DENT

SHIMLA, NUVEMBIL 13
The Himachal Prsdesh
High Court has taken ser
ot note of the lack of regu
lar flight operations from
the state’s three airports
Shimla. Kullu, and Kangra
amnd has sought respons
ez from both the Central

and stale governments.

A Dhwision Benwch compris-
ing Chief Justie Gurmest
Singh Sandhawaliaand Jus-
tice Jiva Lal Bhardwaj
passed these directions dur-
ing the hearing of & Public
Interest Litigation (P1L) that
was argmally fiked concern-
ing the issue of bird menace
at Kangra (Gaggal) airport.

Ihe court has sought
response from hoth
Centre & stale mov

During the hearing, the
court expanded the scope of
the PIL to inchide the issue
of srepular fhght services
scross all airports in the

atate. The eourt wis informed
that despite having three air

partsin the state, the Unionof

India has not ensured ade
qiste fhght opemtions, cns
ing grave inconveniencoe 1o
residents and toursta,

The Bench chserved that,
betng o hillv state whe e tay
¢ by road 15 difficult, ar cone
nectivity &= crudal espeaally

gmoe the tounsm mdustry =
& mapr souree af evenuse for
Himoschal Prodesh. It was
further brought to the court's
attentmn that at Shimla snd
Kl airports, usually only
one {light opemtes and even
that service lacks regularity
The High Courd has dimected
that the Secretary, Minstryof
Cival Avation, be implesded

a5 a respondent ond has
1ssued notice to the Central
Government  through  the
Ministry The state govern
ment his been directed to file
o status report detading the
steps or requests it has mode
o ensure regutar fight opers
thons from these airports
The case will next be
heard on December 16,
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Air India Toronto

flight receives
bombthreat

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 13

A rmicl-air securty alert was frig-
gered on Alr Tndin’s Tomnko-
DieThd Qigght AT1ER after authon-
ties mecedved a bhomb theeat
during the oircafl's journey o
India. The Bosng TT7, curying
hundreds of passengers, lond-
ed safely at Delhi's Tndira
Gandhi Internations]  Adrport
on Thursday moming, where
mandatory  secunty checks
wire mEmied out.

Arconding to an Atr India
spokesperson.  the onboard
crey “oaroed out all nid-down
security drills with passenger
safity mnd secunty as topprioe
iy, The airline snid the fght
landed safely and all passen
gers and orew disembarked
without incident “The stronsft
hasbeen porkesd for mandatory
security cheds ns per proto-
ool the spobesperson aided.

Flight tracking data from
Flightradar?4 showed that
ATL1H8 was in the air for over
15 hours before reachmg
Delhi. —TNS

Preliminaryreportdoesn’tblame
Al pilotfor crash, Centre tells SC

TriruxE News SErvice

NEW DELHE, RIVEMEEIL 13
The Centrean Thursday told
the Suprems Court that the
Alr India pilot husl not been
blomed in the Aircrall Aeci-
dent Inmvestigaton Bureau
(AATE) pmlimnary report
into the June 12 plane erash
that daimed 265 lves, incled-
ing those of both pilots and
crew members

Solicitor (Gemeral  Tushar
Mehtn told o Benweh of Justice
Surya Kant and Justice Joy-
malya Bapgehi that an AATB
team was set up o look into
the erash under an mbermi-
ticnal regime, and the imes:
tignation was currently under-
way. There's a statutory
provison for i, he added.

“The AATH inmquiny is not for
apportioning blsme on any-
oner, It 15 onby to clunty the
cavi=e 50 that the ssme does not

PROBE NOT FOR APPORTIONING BLAME ON ANYONE

99 The Aircraft Accident Imvestigation Buresu inquiny is
not for apportioning blame on anyone. It is only to clarify
the causeso that thesame does not happen again. sc

happen ggain, the: Bench snird.

Advorate Prashant
Bhushan, representing an
NGO, snd a parallel ingudry,
such ns a court of inguiry,
shoilld probe into the sec-
dent, ‘A pilots' federation
has stated thot these air-
planes cannot be trusted
and there 15 a huge rsk on
people flying m their oir-
craft,” he said,

Noting that these procesed-
mgs should not become o

fight between aidines the
Bench ssued a notice to the
Centre and DEGFCA on a peti
tion filed by Pushimr Ha)
Saebharwal, father of Captam
Sumest Sabharwil who died
in the cash, and posted the
matter for further heanng
after b weeks,

“Youu should not carry this
burden that your son is being
blamed .. Nobody can blame
him for anything. .. No one n
Indin belirves it was the

pilot's faull. ., Tt weas an oeck-
dent.” the Bench had said on
Novemnber 7,

"Ity extremely unfortuniate
that this crash took place, but
you should not carry this bur
den that your son s being
blsmed. . Nobody con blame
him fior arything. .. No one in
India beliervwes it was the pilots
fult .. It wes an oocident
Thire i no insinuustion ageimst
him even in the prelminary
report,” Justice Kant had told
l-yeur-old Pushkee Haj.

Expmssng conoern overthe
selective leak of the prelimi
mary inquiry repart, which led
to a media narratvve blaming
pilot error for the crash of the
Londonbound Ar  Indis
flight AIl71, the Bench had
carlier noted that cerisin
aspects of the July 12 AAIR
preliminary report indicating
lapses on the part of pilots
were “rrresponsible”,
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