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Snake catchers draw
a blank at ATC tower

SANJAY MANDAL AND
DEBRA. MITRA

Calcutta: Snake catchers
visited the old alr traffic con-
trol (ATC) bullding at Calcoi-
t airport on Tuesday after
snakes were spotted inside
the nine-storey strICHIre on
several pccasions In recent
manths.

A team of three snake
catchers from the North
24-Parganas forest division
Vistted the mldmg.

The team came from the
Barasat range offics, a forest
otficial satd.

“Armed with tongs, they
searched the building for over
an hour but could not find any
snake The alrport authorites
have been asked to alert us the
next time they spot one,” he
sald

The alrport authoritles
had sont the forest department
photographs of a snake.

“The peturs was of 4 com:
mon kralt, known locally as
Kadach., It 15 venomous and 1s
oneof the Blg Four most ven-

oimous snigkes found In Tndl,”
the official said.

Alrport officiala sald the
snake catchers had placed
traps o catch rats inside the
putlding.

“They sald snakes often
enter the bullding in search of
Tats,” an alrport officlal sak,
adding that employess were
frightened by the frequent
sightings.

Metro had sariier reported
that snakes had been appear-
ing with unusual frequency
Inside the ATC bullding, next
to the old domestic terminal,
Thay have been spotted on
four occasions over the past
few months.

Ome snake was spotted as
high as the second floor. On
September 30, an alrport em-
ployee spotted another on the
landing between the seventh
and elghth floors.

The ATC tower, from
where alrcraft takeoffs and
landings are controlled, 1s on
the elghth foor. The seventh
Hoor houses the ant-hifacking
coordinatlon room.

According o gxperts,
many snakes are sarprisingly
adept clmbers. Unllke lzas
and Insects, however, they
cannot cling to smooth sur-
faces such as glass and need a
physical grip, texture, or fric-
tiom to climb.

Commaon bronZebacks,
common wolf snakes and
Oriental flving snakes are
among the species found 1n
the area that can climb trees
and rough surfaces such as
walls and pipes. They are
also often found on overhead
utility cables and can some-
times be elactrocuted, axperts
said.

Venomous snakes found
in the alrport area include
the monocled cobra, Russell's
viper and commen kralt.

An alrport official spotted
a snake on the second floor of
the ATC bullding at arcund
3.30am on August 2, sources
said.
The bullding was con-
structed in 1971, whilo the new
ATC tuilding 1s o start fanc-
tHoning.
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T3 parking operator
used FASTag to curb

entry, payment
facility suspended

Dipak.Dash
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: FASTag-based parking pa-
yment at the Terminal-3 arrival at
IGI airport was temporarily suspen-
ded Wednesday, after it was found that
the parking operator was using the
smart tag to regulate entry of vehicles
rather than using it only for collecting
parkingfees.

TOI has learnt that IHMCL, under
NHAI Wednesday wrote to the acqui-
rer bank concerned of the parking fa-
cility at T3 terminal to ensure discon-
tinuation of “any other use” of the
smart tag beyond payment of parking
fee. It had said non-compliance would
invite action, incloding de-boarding
of the bank concerned from electronic
toll collection (ET'C) parking facility.

The issue was flagged by former
Niti Aayog vice-chairperson Rajiv Ku-
mar: In a post on X Toesday, Komar sa-
id, “All of a sudden anew process has
been  introduced by @Delhidir-
portGMR that it will not allow cars
with anmual wfastagofficial pass toen-
ter the departure lanes of Terminal 3.
Instead all cars areexpected tohave so-
me balance in their main account. E-
s¢ they are required to go to the par-
king No prior notice. No explanation.
Completely arbitrary Maximising
passenger harassment. @NHAT Offi-
cial and @ AAl_ Official to please note
and rectify”

In response, IHMCL said FASTag is
a payment instrument for parking faci-
lities at airports and can’t be nsed as a
means of enforcing eniry restrictions.
“The matter has been taken cognisance
of and the bank concerned has been di-
rected to discontinoe any such restric-
tioms," itreplied.

People aware of the issue said that
non-FASTag vehicles are manually for-
ced towards the multilevel parking,
which is cansing ncorvenience to
users. [t's also learnt that vehicles that
head towards it generally get stuck and
breach the free time period and have to
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Navi Mumbai airport
‘not ready’, Emirates to
stay in Mumbai for now

r—
Our Bureau
Pew Dt

Twbai-based  airline major
Emirates will continue oper-
ating from the Mumbai air-
port  during the winter
schedule, said Essa Sulaiman
Ahmad, Senior V-P, West
Asiz and Indian Ocean, Com-
mercial Operations, Emir
ates,

According to him, the Navi
Mumbai airport is  “not
ready™ for ashift yet,

NEED FORMORE
Speuking at an event mark-
ing the airline's upcoming
launch of A380  aircraft
flights wo Delhi, Ahmad said
catering, cargn warchousing
arud other supporting focilic
ies will need 1o be developed
before airines shift opera-
rions oo Navi Mumbai.

These facilitics are necded
to build a complete airport
coosystem. Until then, shift-
ing the operations would be
diffiult for airlines.

Hiz comments came in re
SPOTEC T0 qUESTIoNns on a pro-
posed shift of international
flight=s from Mumbai to Navi

Mumbad, and theEmirates'
strategy in sucha scenario,

Thit said, the sirline will
keep an open mind, assess
the facilitics svailable at the
oew airport and then take a
decision on any fature move,
he suid. “When things like
thar kappen, | think we also
have w be a bhit open
minded, see the airport, see
what are the facilittes that
have been upgraded.™

Ahmad said Emirates sees
a potential new  market
arpund Navi Mumbal, given
its proximity to Pune and the
port. However, he linked the
pirline’s inmterest in addi-
tional operations to  the
availability of more traffic
eftitlerments. Presently,
Emirates is the largest for-
eign passenger carrier from
India, Ahmad said the airline
is fully utilising its existing
entitlements of 67,00 sears
per week onc-way, and sces
strong demand for  addi-
tional capacity.

Emirates® scheduled daily
A3IR0 service to Delhi will be-
gin on October 235, making it
the third Indian city to re-
ceive the aircraft on a sched-
uled daiky service.
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Navi Mumbai airport not ready for int’l flights: Emirates

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 14 October

Navi Mumbai International Air-
port is not ready to handle inter-
national flights as it still lacks
supporting facilities such as
catering and cirgowarchousing,
said Essa Sulaiman Almad, se-
nlor vice-president for commer-
cial operations (West Asia and
Indian Ocean) at Emirates Alr

line, on Wednesday, He added
that airlines would hind it diffi-
cult to shift operations to the air-
portuntil itdeveloped into a fully
funcrional aviation ecosvsiem.

A few weeks ago, Adani
group-controlled  Mumbai
International Airport [MIAL)

asked airlines 1o move 265 of

the 770 weekly international
departures to Navi Mumbai by
October 25 because MIAL
warted to redevelop Terminal a
&t Mumbal alrport. Adrlines
strongly opposed the proposal,
andthe matterwas escalated to
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
On Tuesday, MIAL held a
meeting with airlines and
assured them that no interna-
ticnal flights would be shifted
untll ar least the end of March.

Essa Sulaiman, senior V-P
for West Asia and Indian
Ocean, Emirates Airline

Asked whether Emirates
would shift 33 per cent of its
Mumbai flights to Navi Mumbsal

ITthe airport operator revived is
propasal, Ahmad told reporters,
“Thealrport s not ready.”

Asked to elaborate, Ahmad
pointed to the supporting facil-
ities required for airline oper-
arions. “At an girpont, you will
require a facility for citering.
You will require a facility, for
example, forcargo warehousing.
You will require those elements,
Until it gets fully built into an
ecosystem, [think its goingtobe
ditficult for any of the airlines to
shift there,” he said.

Emirates on Wednesday he-
Id astatic display of Its Az80 air-

craft at Delkil aleport ahead ofits
deployment on the Delhi-Dubal
routefrom October 26, Speaking
to reporters on the sidelines of
the event, Ahmadsaid Delhiwas
an important market for the air-
line and that it would continue
tooperate four daily fights from
Dubai to the city, One Aight will
be operated by the A380, while
the cther three will use retro-
fitted Boeing 777 aircraft. Hesaid
the upgraded aircraft would
ofter first-class, business-class,
premium-economy, and econ-
oy cabins

Ahmad sald Emirates was

open to considering operations
at new airports, including Navi
Mumbaiand Moida, ifltreceived
additional flight and seat entitle-
ments under the air service agr-
eement between India and the
United Arab Emirates. He said
the airline was operating at the
full capacity permitted underits
exlsting entitlements. Navi
Mumbai could offer access toa
new market closer to Pune, he
added, but Emirates would need
additional entitlements before
considering operations there.

Maore on business-standard.com
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Shifting int’l flights to NMIA

deferred till March 2027

The decision comes
amid opposition from
airlines to the
proposed transition

Neha LM Tripathii

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The proposed partial
shifting of international flights
from the Mumbai airport to the
Navi Mumbai International Air-
port (NMIA) has been deferred
until the summer schedule
beginning March 2027, The deci-
sion follows discussions
between airport operator Adani
Airports Holdings Ltd (AAHL)
and airline representatives on
Tuesday.

The decision comes amid
opposition from airlines to the
proposed transition, linked to
the redevelopment of Mumbai
airport’s Terminal 1 (T1), with the
airport operator seeking to redis-
tribute traffic between the two
airports. Both the airports are
owned by AAHL.

AAHL had asked airlines to
shift 33% of their international
flights from the Mumbai airport
to NMIA by October 25, 2026
coinciding with the start of the

NMIA started domestic operations from December last year and
international services from July this year.

winter schedule.

According to a statement
issued by Mumbai International
Airport Ltd (MIAL) on Tuesday,
at the meeting, AAHL's top lead-
ership, including Jeet Adani and
Arun Bansal, assured the airline
community that disruptions
would be minimised and histori-
cal slot allocations would be
respected, with no changes to
slots during the winter schedule.

As part of the next steps, a
joint working group will work
over the next two weeks to pre-
pare an implementation plan for
the redevelopment of the ageing
Tl infrastructure. “Full support

SATISH BATE/HT PHOTO

ensured for any airline wanting
to shift any operations to NMIA,"
MIAL said, adding that both
sides had agreed to hold a fol-
low-up meeting on October 28.

Tuesday’s meeting followed a
stakeholders’ meeting chaired by
civil aviation secretary Samir
Kumar Sinha on October 6, at
which it was decided that further
discussions would be held with
airlines on the transition plan on
October 13.

“With the redevelopment plan
shifted to March, airlines are
expected to transition their
international operations in a
phased manner,” an official

aware of the development said.

The civil aviation secretary
will review the transition plan at
a meeting on October 20. “Air-
lines have also asked AAHL to
share its full plan for the redevel-
opment of TL" the official added.

A further meeting between
AAHL executives and airline
representatives is scheduled for
October 28 to address any pend-
ing issues.

The reconstruction of T1 is
expected to commence in Janu-
ary 2027 and take around three
years. However, according to a
consultation paper submitted by
MIAL to the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority of India
(AERA) in 2025, demalition of Tl
was planned to begin in Novem-
ber 2025, with construction
expected to be completed by
September 2028.

MIAL had said in the paper
that T1, which was around 65
years old, had developed various
detects, including structural dis-
tress and seepage and leakage,
which could not be addressed
through repair work.

The greenfield airport, NMIA,
commenced domestic commer-
cial operations from December
last year and international servi-
ces from July this year.
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Juhu airport to curtail hours due to staff crunch

Yogesh Naik

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Due to a shortage of
air traffic controllers (ATCs),
operations at Juhu Airport will
be soon curtailed from 8 am to 5
pm instead of the earlier dawn-
to-dusk policy. The airport sees
80 to 100 air traffic movements
(including landings and take-
offs), and the Oil and Natural
Gas Commission (ONGC), which
operates helicopters for rigs and
platforms, will be one of the
most affected.

Speaking to Hindustan Times,
Juhu Airport director Sonam
Nurboo said that some of the

ATCs had to go for training, “We
have some internal issues,” he
said. “We have not reduced
watch (operating) hours at
present and are yet to issue
orders. We have held discussions
with stakeholders.”

Ulhas Marchande, the ATC in
charge of Juhu Airport, said,
“Last year, we had 12 ATCs but
now there are just eight. Even
working from 8 am to 5 pm is
difficult but we are stretching
ourselves and managing. We
have already informed our head
office about the shortage.”

Juhu Airport is the oldest air-
port in the country and
renowned as the place from

where JRD Tata, the father of
Indian civil aviation, began his
flights. Although it is the oldest
airport, there is no instrument
landing system installed here or
night-landing facilities. At
present, it is used mainly by heli-
copters and a few fixed wing air-
craft that come to the mainte-
nance and repairs organisations
which operate from Juhu. There
are also some hobby flyers who
station their choppers and small
planes there.

Many landsharks have been
eyeing the Juhu plot but the air-
port is crucial for ONGC's off-
shore operations and helicopters
owned by industrial houses.

Uday Gelli, senior consultant
with HeliGo, a helicopter charter
company, said that ONGC would
be the most affected party. “It
has at least 20 helicopters flying
to its rigs and oil platforms in
Bombay High,” he said.

Gelli said that most stakehold-
ers had opposed the curtailment
of hours. “Big helicopter charter
companies have told the Airport
Authority of India that this is not
acceptable,” he said.

The move has been opposed
by other sectors as well. “For us,
reduced time means fewer cus-
tomers, especially those who
want to see the Mumbai sunset,”
said a chartered flight operator.
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Code 7500: Mystery hijack alert
forces Air India flight diversion

Neha LM Tripathi
Ietterugy hind ustamtimees rrem

NEW DELHE An Air Indis flight
from Frankfurt to Delhi was
diverted to Jaipur on Wednesday
after air ic control {ATCh
received o hifack alert for the gir-
craft. Officials said the pilot told
ATC there was no hijacking, and
ATC psked him to divert to Jai-
pur. The Directomte General of
Civil Aviation {(DGCA), India’s
mvintion regulator, will examine
the ATC system for & possible
technical error.

Flight Al 2030, a Boeing 7879
with 306 people on board,
landed safely at Jeipur and was
mawved to an isolativn bay for
security checks. According to
people aware of the incident. the
aircraft was briefly squawking
transponder code 7500, the

internationally recognised avia-
tion code for hijacking or unlaw-
ful interference.

Airline and DGCA officials,
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, said the flight was
diverted on ATCs instructions.

Al flight 20302t Jaipor International Airport on Wednesday, a0

The airfine officials also said the
pilots had made no mistake.
The gircraft was cleared to fly
om to Delhi. It took off from Jai-
pur at 2.37pm and landed in
Delhi at 3.1pm. In & stetement,
Air India said the flight wos

diverted “following a perceived
security concern”, and that seco-
rity agencies had checked and
cheared the aircmftand crew.,

A passenger tedd HT that one
of the pilots spoke o passensers
about 30 to 40 minuotes betore
the scheduled Innding in Dedhi,
as the crew was preparing to
begin descent from cruising alt-
tude.

“He said he didn't know why,
but he had been asked by ATC o
divert to Jaipur and land there.
He said he'd keep us updated,”
=nid Swasti Rao. & professor at
OF Jindnl Global University and
a consulting editor at ThePrint
Officials separasely confirmed
that the pilot told pessengers the
diversion was on ATCs instruc-

mntinoed on 33
-+WE WERE TOLD DIVERSION WAS
FOR SECURITY REASONS PASSENGERS  PH

Al FLIGHT HUJACK ALERT
Hons.

The crew come back on almcst
every 10 minutes after that, she
=aid, telling passengers they were
landing at Jaipur and were in
touch with Delhi ATC. After land-
ing, the pilot came back on the
public address system. ] didn't
‘want io panic amyhody, but there
‘was 2 honx,” Reo quoted him as
=aying.

A transponder is & radio
receiver and transmitter on board
an pircraft. It answers a ground
radar’s ping with a four-digit
code, which lets controllers tell
one aireraft from another on their
screens. Pilots and controllers
call sending that code “squowk-
ing". Each digit runs from 010 7,
which allows 4,096 codes.

In India, controllers assign
each departing flight its own
code International Rights enter-
ing Indfinn airspace keep the code
they wene using in neighboring
airspace, and an mreraft without
an assigned oode sets 2000 before
it enters.

Three codes are reserved
worldwide: 7704 for an emer-
gency, 7600 for radio failure and
7500 for unlawful interference,
‘which covers hifacking. Under US
rules, controllers never assign
7500 unless the pilot has first
Teported unlswiul interference.

Om the Boeing 757, pilots set
the oode through tuming and con-
tral panels (TCPs) on the flight
deck’s centre console. These are
1units with a display and a keypad,
which crews also use to fune
radins and navigation aids. A
pilot selects the tmnsponder page
and keys in the four digits. Con-
trodlers el the crew which code
1o set, usnally over the madio, and
the crew enters it

Aircraft also broadeast their
transponder code throogh
ADS-B, a system in which an air-
craft transmits its own position
and statos, and public flight-
tracking sites pick up those
broadcasts,

‘Wednesday's case was similar
to January 2025 incident when
aMumbsi-bound Air India flight,
which had just tnken off from
New Delhi's Indim Gandhi air-
pOrt sentan emergency signal i
air traffic control (ATC) in the
Capital. suggesting it had been
hijacked. The pilotlater informed
the ATC that it was o false alarm.
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Adani defers Mumbai
to Navi Mumbai plan

The Group’s proposed shifting of 30% of international flight slots has
been deferred to the summer schedule that begins on March 28, 2027

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he Adani Group has
T put on hold its plan

to shift 30% of in-
ternational flight slots at
Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj International
Airport to Navi Mumbai In-
ternational Airport, with
no transfers planned for
the upcoming winter
schedule.

The proposed shift has
been deferred to the sum-
mer schedule, which be-
gins on March 28, 2027.

The move was the out-
come of a consultative
meeting between Adani
Group and airlines on
Tuesday, after the Centre
was forced to intervene in
the stand-off, “They have
assured the airline com-
munity of minimisation of
disruption and have as-
sured them of fully res-
pecting historical slots allo-
cations. They have further
given a commitment not to
disturb any slots for the
winter schedule,” Adani
Airports Holding Ltd. said
in a press statement about
the message from its Direc-

The move follows a stand-off over the ‘forceful’ transfer of 30% of
Mumbai’s international airport slots to Navi Mumbal, REUTERS

tor Jeet Adani and CED
Arun Bansal to the airlines
in Tuesday’s meeting.

The group said it had se-
cured commitments from
international airlines to
support the plan for the
summer schedule.

The move follows a stan-
doff between the Adani
Group and international
airlines over what carriers
described as a “forceful”
transfer of 30% of Mum-
bai’s international airport
slots to the Navi Mumbai
airport. The International
Air Transport Association
(IATA), which represents
global airlines, had called
for a consultative approach
and alternatives to cutting
existing slots, and suffi-

cient time for making the
transition, warning that
the move could affect inter-
national connectivity to
and from Mumbai.

Mumbai International
Airport Limited (MIAL)
had recently proposed that
approximately one-third of
each carrier’s passenger
and cargo air traffic move-
ments be transferred from
Mumbai to Navi Mumbai
from October 1, 2026.

This was to ostensibly
cater for redevelopment of
Terminal 1 at Mumbai,
from where some domes-
tie flights would be shifted
to its Terminal 2 (T2), and
international flights from
T2 be shifted to Navi Mum-
ba airporti.
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The Frankfurt-Delhi Air India flight at an isolation bay of the Jaipur International Airport after it was
diverted dug to a security threat, in Jaipur on Wednesday. soqm smssmis

Air India’s Frankfurt-Delhi flight
diverted to Jaipur after hijack alert

Parul Kulshrestha, Sukalp
Sharma & Hamza Khan
Jaipur, New Delli, October 14

AN AIR India flight (Al 2030)
from Frankfurt to Delhi was di-
verted toJalpur following a se-
curity alert over a suspectad hi-
jack threat. The Boeing 787-9
alreraft, with 306 people on
board, landed safelyat JaipurIn-
ternational Afrport on Wednes-
day morning and was moved to
an isolation bay for security
checks, The plane and its crew
werecleared tocontinueto Dethi
later in the afternoon. The alert,
which turned out to be baseless,
Is under investigation and the
incldent will also be prohed by
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), officials said.
Arcordingto preliminary in-
formation, air traffic control
(ATC) observed squawk code
7500 being rransmitted by the
alrcrafi. Thisoode stands forun-
lawful interference, usually in-
dicative of a hijacking attempt.
According to sources in the
know, the code was received by
ATCwhentheaircraftwasinthe
Mumbai flight information re-

gion (FIR). When the ATC asked
the pilots about the code, the
flight crew said that they hadnt
transmitted it and all operations
were normal, sources said.

Given the situation involved
a possible security threat, all se-
curity protoools were followed,
and pilots were asked todiverito
Jalpur — one of the Indian air-
ports designated to handle air-
craft security threatslike hijack-
ings, they added.

At this stage, it Is not clear
what triggered the squawk code
—amistake, oratechnical glitch
with the aircraft or the ATC sys-
teme, There have been instances
of technical faults leading to hi-
jack alerts being transmitred. In
fact, on Tuesday, a Corendon
Alrlines flight from Greece to
Germany squawked 7500,
prompiing the German air force
toscramble two Aghter jets, The
plane landed safely in Nurem-
bergand the airline said that the
code was transmitted due toa
brief malfunction in the radio
communication system.

Earlieron Wednesday, Jaipur
airport head Charan Singh had
said that as per initial informa-

tion, there was a possibility the
pilot may have transmitted the
alert by mistake, but added that
the investigation wasunderway.
Afrerthe plane landed in Jai-
pur, another official said the air-
craft was taken to an [solation
bay at the airport where all the
necessary security checks were
performed, after which it was
cleared for operations by the se-
curity agencies. The passengers
and crewboarded the planeand
continued the journey to Delhi.
“Aldr Tredin flight A0S0 oper-
ating from Frankfurt to Delhion
14 October was diverted to Jalpur
following a perceived security
concern. The aircrafi landed
safely inJaipur. The relevant se-
curity agencies carried out the
necessary checks... All passen-
gers .. have since reboarded the
aircraft. The flight isexpected to
continue its journey to Delhi
shortly,” AlrIndia said in astare-
ment on Wednesday before the
plane jefi Jaipur for Delhi. As per
flight tracking data, the alrcraft
departed from Jfaipur at 2:37 pm
and landed in Deihi 35 minutes
larer, Sourcessaid the same pllots
operated that flight.
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FASTag at Delhi Airport: Can payment eyetem beused torestrictentry?

Dheeraj Mishra

NewDeHu October 14

The National Highways Auth-
ority of India (NHAI) has taken
cognisance of complaints
regarding the use of FASTag for
parking fee payments at the
Indira Gandhi International
Airport in New Delhi.

Officials said that it was re-
cently learnt that only vehicles
with active FASTag were being
allowed atthe arrival lane of the
Delhi airport’s Terminal 3 (or
T3, which operates interna-
tional and select domestic
flights), while otherswere being
diverted to the multi-level car
parking (MLCP) facility located
opposite the terminal.

This results in many ve-
hicles exhausting the free wait-
ing time limit of 8 minutes.

What is FASTag?

FASTag is an electronic toll
collection system in India that
NHAIoperates using Radio Fre-
quency Identification (RFID)
technology for automatic and
cashless toll payments directly
from the customer’s linked sav-
ings or current account, or pre-
paid wallet. An RFID tag has to
be affixed to the vehicle’swind-
screen, which scans automati-
cally at toll plazas, deducting
the faredirectly from the linked
accountorwallet. IfaFASTagis
linked to a prepaid account, it
needsto be recharged ortopped
up based on the customer’s
usage. If the customer doesn't
maintain anadequate balance,
the FASTag gets blacklisted.
FASTag is also vehicle-specific:
once affixed toavehicle, itcan-
not be transferred to another

Dnlywhdeswltl'}acm FASTag wereaiiuwedatihemrpnrt’s'l‘&amua{
lane. Others were diverted to multi-level car parking facility. reuters

vehicle. It can be purchased
from any of the National Elec-
tronic Toll Collection member
banks —a group of over 40 fi-
nancial institutions.

Apart from toll charges on
the National Highways, FAS-

Tagisused for payment of park-
ing fees in different partsof the
citiesaswell.

What did officials say
about FASTag usage?
Officialssaid that FASTagis

only a payment system and it
cannot be used for enforcing
the entry restrictions. “It is
about the purpose for which it
is being used. FASTag is a pay-

ment instrument for parking

facilities atairports and cannot
be used asa means of enforcing
entry restriction,” an official
told The Indian Express.
“The matter hasbeen
taken cognisance of and
the authority has di-
rected the banks, which
operate at the airport, to
ensure that the system is only
used for the payment and dis-
continue it from any such re-
striction,” the official added.
As things stand, the Delhi
airportoffersa free waiting time
of 8 minutes for private vehicles
in Lane 3 of T3's arrivals area.
This was introduced in October

e

2024 to reduce traffic conges-
tion by ensuring a steady flow of
vehiclesinand out of the pickup
lane. After Bminutes, the airport
charges Rs 250 for 9-13 minutes
and Rs 500 for over 13 minutes
of parking. Making FASTag
mandatory forentryintothear-
rival lane is inconvenient for
many Delhi-NCR resi-
dents. According to the
official, many vehicles
don't have anactive FAS-
Tagor FASTag with suffi-
cient balance since they
donot need touse toll plazas for
commuting within the city.
Many users on the social
media platform X have shared
their grievances regarding pay-
ment of parking fees at the air-
port. Some have suggested
using alternative mechanisms

for levying parking fees.
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Emirates highlights
mfra gaps at NMIA

al:h ShEUB'i‘lI,u BTNt com
MEW DELHI

dani-owned Mavi Murm-
hai International Air-
port will meed i

develop its supporting infra
slrmeture o atiract interna
tional airlines and expand
operations. accoming to asen-
ior executive al

international operations, e
sail, " AL anairpor, vou reguire
a facility for catering, you will
require a facility for, example,
for cargo warehousing.”
Almiad was in Delhi for the
laumeh of Emivates’ ASS0 sep-
vice with maore premivim seats,
Mumbai International Alr
port Lt had proposed tenmipo-
rarily discontinuing 265 of 770
weekly interna-

Emirates, India’s Emirates was tional departure
I;ir;:_r."[ foreign among the .-.I_u[h at Mumbhai
carrier. The com airlines affected, -:I.II'|.:H.II'| T:_'rluiu:-i]
tifings and the  Wihi0ofits28 2708 18 BUD
:'1E|'pm'1. ;I,ppr;”".- weekly F'Epa"ure me; 15;'1 ﬁu:{liatrihl-
work through a Mlﬁ.md f!:!r unte flizrhits to Navi
propaosal o shif discontinuation M ahead of
some  interna- —_——— redeveloping Ter-

Ciowad Mighrs frovm
Mumbai's existing airport to
the new faclity,

“Until it gets kind of fully
built in the eensystem, 1 think
it s momma be difficult forany of
{hee adrlioes toeshifl there,” said
Fasa Sulsiman Ahmad, senior
vice-president, West Asia amd
Indian Ocean, commerncial
operations at Emirates. Citing
the facilities needed to suppon

vl |, Ackan Air
portoperates both Gacilities,
Emirates was also affected,
with 10 ofits 28 weekly depar-
tures listed for discontimoation,
Adrlines had opposed shifting s

significamt share ol intema

tiomal operathons o Navi Mum-
bai, arownd 50 km from the
existing airport,

For an extended version of
this stary, goto livemint.oom.
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4 land at KIA with 28 gold
bars hidden in footwear

AnushSaEtimesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Four passengers
arriving from Dubal were ar-
rested by customs officials at
Eempegpowda [nternational
Alrport (KIA) Saturday for al-
legedly attempting to smuggle
gold biscuits concealed aro-
und their feet and hidden be-
neath their footwear.

The group, comprising
three womenand aman from
Chennai, allegedly concea-
led 28 gold bars by wrapping
them in black tape and atta-
ching them to the soles of
their feet. They were inter-
cepted by customs officials
as they were leaving Termi-
nal 2. Officials also seized 13
refurbished mobile phones
and eight refurbished lap-
tops. The 28 gold bars weig-
hed L6 kg, and the total value
of the seized goods was esti-
mated at Rs2.6 crore.

All four passengers were
residents of Vyasarpadi in
north Chennal. They alle-
gedly taped the gold bars to
the soles of their feet before
covering them with footwe-
ar. Customs officials identi-
fied them based on profiling
and intelligence inputs.

The accused were identi-
fied as Ramzan Begum Sira-
Jjudeen, Nasrin Banu Siraju-
deen, Hyrun Fathlma Sira-
judeen and Asharudeen
Chelladurai. All four were

PRICEY CATCH: Thezs gold bars weighed Lekg, and the total value
of the seized goods was estimated at Rs 2.6 crore, officials said

Keralam-bound duo held with ZL.7cr ganja

two men on charges of

smuggling ganja from
Odisha to their hometown in
Keralam. Accused Vishnu CM
and Chan Pasha were driving
to Keralam with 317kg of ganja
worthover Rs 1.7 crore when
they were caught near
Kumbalgodu.

1] engaluru police arrested
)

Palice said the duo had
come from Kerala in their car
and checked intoa hotel at
Bommasandra lastweek. They
hired acaband travelled to
Odisha to buy ganja there.
After returning to
Bommasandra, they placed
the ganja packets in their car
and left for Keralam.

arrested under Customs
Act, 1962. Officials said Nas-
rinand Hyrun were siblings
and related to Ramzan and
Asharudeen.

“The group was not at all
cooperative; they did not re-
veal much details. Each was
carrying around 450 to 500
grams of gold, which was
stuck to the solesof their feet,

and some bars were also fo-
und on the trolleys,” a senlor
customs official told TOL

The official added that
two other men had travelled
with the group but were not
booked, as no gold was found
intheir lugrage.

Further investigation is
under way into the smugg-
ling network, officials said.
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Over 250 stuck at
Jeddah airport,
says Hyd woman

Flight disruptions leave
hundreds of T travellers
grounded in Saudi Arabia

AjayTomar

FromP1
PO AIRFARES SURCE 300% *
» Several flights were n Oct T, at east 13 pas-
Hyderabad: Hundreds of rescheduled at short notice, ( )aengm’s. m:lurlmg a
travellers from Telangana | With some departures wmmmﬂ,,dmm“
were left stranded at airports pushed beyond Oct 17 m m‘;tmd E‘J:ll_udaImissiln
it la.on Tues- » IndiGo, Air India, Air India fimum;-:ﬁn}nn'igagh
day as the ongoing Houthi- | g and Akasa Air The Houthis have since
Saudl conflict severely dis- aﬂ:ess I cancelia warned airlines, travellers —
ptedair travel. Comm : : and eirport workers to stay H 3
%demairo]d Ti%l;: that :ﬁig affecting Riyadh, Jeddah, away from Saudi airports, DlSrIptlblﬁ FIISH
flightshadeitherbeencancel- | Dammam and Madina until threateningturther strikes. U airfares by 300%
led or rescheduled, often at | Oct17? Marzia Ali, who had travelled  Myderabac: The flight
+ Jeddah with her f; of disruptions have triggereda
short notice, leavingpasseng- | » Ajrfares surge up to Fre for Uy, sl 50 por Sharpinereaseinsirares,
ers inlimbo. Several services | 3pgac: Tickets from Saudi senpers were stranded st With ersreporting price
have been pushed to dates be- Arabia to Hyd, usually ::llig Ahm:iinf:is m mgﬁMmaﬁ;:ﬂ
i ' irport e expensive;
yond Oct17. costing 730,000~ 735,000, that the airline had not ar- Coming days. Ihaveapplied
unlcaﬂflthe chn.n:;i?u?; reportedly rose to s BeeliEhinaing ;mﬁmﬂ
o -4 that local authorities hadalso a
4 71.37 lakh - 71.50 lakh 5 . - vidiart B
about 24 hours In advance, [ailed to provide assistance. m m Kothagudem
said Srinivas Maccha, presi- ternativeroutesviaQatar,the "My mother, erandmoth Ml lie-cdie Dok, Arip
dent of the Saudi Arabia Te- UAE or Bahrain, that can be whom is a minor, are among  Hyderabad, which costs 1,500
lugu Association (SATA). He  reached by road. the passengers who have now  Saudi riyals (£30,000), is now
advised travellers facing been left withoutaconfirmed  reportedly now 000
emergencies to consider al- P Continued on P2 way back io Index. Someone  Fiyals (approximately 71.37

needs to take responsibility
for petting these people home
safely”™ Marzia told TOL ap-
pealing to Indian authorities
to intervens at the earliest.
Sufiyan Ali, another pas-
senger from Hyderabad who
was travelling with a proupol’
about 40 people, said he and
four family members were
stopped at Jeddah airport
about 45 minutes before their
fight to India on the morning

of Oct L Theywereinformed  of

that the flight had been res-
cheduled for later thai eve-
ning. “We were taken back to
the airpart &t 2 pm fior a4 pm
Might, which was repeatediy
rescheduled thereafter We
were eventually tobd it was
cancelled, even though its sta-
s still shows ‘rescheduled’,”

he said "It s mentally ex-
hausting. We are constanthy
praying for our lives" Sufi-
wan told said.

Maliha Tabassum, who
had travelled for Umrah with
her brother. described a simi-
lar ordeal “Our depariure
wassupposed to beon Sunday
night, but it was delayed in-
definitely  Ultimately the
Might was cancelled on Toes-

day sroond 4 am. We have
been given hotel accommoda-
tion for two days, but we don't
know if this erisis will be re-
solved by then,” she said.
She said the uncertainty
was particulardy worrying
for a family travelling with a
bone marrow transplant pa-
tient, who feared running cut
medication. "We need
clear communication and as-
surance about our depar-
ture,” she stressed. Airlines,
including IndiGo, Air Indis,
Air India Express and Akasa
Air, issued statements on
ENDOUNCINE cancel-

Tuesday an ing
lation of Mights to and from

Riyzdh, Jeddsh, Dammam
undH.m‘llmmmlﬂctlT'['he

with is abont the forther pro-
ceedings, as the embassy it-
self is trying to establish the
facts. Many of us have gues-
tions regarding the current
situation, and we want to dis-
ouss them with officials,” Sri-
nivassaid.
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Mumbai ATC software under
radar after false hijack alert

‘Alarm Went Off
Without Pilots
Punching In Code’

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia. com

New Delhi: A false hijack
alertereated aveal scare forse-
curity agencies and 306 people
an board Air India’s Frank-
furt-Delhi flight Wednesday
The Bocing 787 was diverted to
Jaipur and everyone had to
wait for hours before they
could fly to their destination.

It is learnt that the pilots
operating flight Al 2080 did
not squawk code 7500, which
has to be punched on a Key-
pad to convey a hijack orun-
lawful interference. Howev-
of, the recently installed air
traffic control radar system
in Mumbai — which is now
an en route ATC due to lohg-
or routes taken by aircraft
flyingbetween Delhiand the
west — conveyed that mess-
age for the erstwhile Vistara
BTET-H(VT-TSE).

“Mumbai ATC spoke to
the pilots, who reported that
all operations were normal

Though pilots reported that all operatiens were normal on the aircraft,
the Frankfurt-Delhi flight had to be diverted to Jaipur following protocol

on the flight. But protocols
have to be followed in situa-
tions like this and so the
plane was asked to divert,”
said a person in the know.
Why the false scare hap-
pened is now the subject of a
probeby both aviationand se-
curity agencies, with Mum-
bai ATC's new systems being
looked at closely
Incidentally air trafficcon-
trol has been headless as Air-
port Authority of India’s posi-
tion of member (air naviga-
tion services) has been vacant
for some time. AAT does not
have avregular chairperson.

On landing in Jaipur
around Nam, the plane was
parked on a remote bay Ev-
eryone remained inside for
about two hours before being
asked to alight Security
agencies checked the people,
the baggage and the aireraft
before clearing it to take off
for Delhi after 2.30pm with
the samecrow

Senior BT pilots
there is a “one in a trillion”
chance of the code being set
to Tslaccidentally. “Each di-
git has to be physically en-
tered. There is no button that
can beinadvertontly pressed.

Sao the likeliness of an error
from the pilot or plane side is
highly remote, " apilotsaid.

Seniorair traffic controll-
ors say Mumbai ATC has a
now systemn. When a pilot
squawks 7a00 (hijack), then
the colour of this aircraft's
dot on the radar screen turns
rod and an alarm goes of f

In a statement, Air India
said: “Air India flight AI2060
operating from Frankfurt to
Delhi on Oct 14 was diverted
to Jaipur following a per-
ceived security concern. The
aircraft landed safely in Jai-
pur The relevant security
agencies carried out the nec-
essary checks and have clear-
e the aireraft and crew. All
passengers disembarked, un-
derwent security checks, and
reboarded the aireraft.”

“Ajr India teams worked
proactively with authorities
to minimise passenger in-
convenience. We sincerely
regret  the  inconvenience
cansed to our passengers
due to this unforeseen dis-
ruption and appreciate their
patience and understanding.
The safety and security of
our passengers and crew re-
main Air India’s highest pri-
ority " the Al statement added.
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PMtoinaugurate Lehairportterminal
among five projects worth3,350 cr

(Our CORBESPONDENT

SHINAGAR, OCTOBER 14
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wall virtualby inaugurate
five major development pmj-
ects worth about Rs 3350
erore in Ladakh on Thursday,
officials said.

The pmiects are aimed at
strengthening  connectivity,
energy nfrmstnicture, water
secunty and cultural heritape

ROAD, ENERGY INFRA IN LADAKH

. " B The 2898km NimmuPadum-Darcha road
s o will provide alternative connectivity and
strengthen military logistics
B[ ehalrport'’s new T4 0cr terminal will
handle upto 35 lakh passengers annually

M ®The O-MW Hanu hydropower projectand
transmission ling will improve regional
electricity supply

eew Windia's first Petroglyph Conservation Park

atSindhu Ghat will preserve Ladakh's
prehistoric rock art

and the 66-kV double-circuit
Dah-Hanu-Ehaltsi  trans-
mission line, The projects
are expected to strengthen
power evacuation infra-
structure and improve the
reliability of electricity sup-
ply in the region,

The Prime Minister will
also inaupgurmte India's first
Petroglvph Conservatinon
Park at Sindhu Ghat in Leh.
Ladakh is home to numerous

conservation i the region. ®Prpject Him Sarovar's 40 water bodies prehistoric  rock-art  sites
Among the key projects isthe will strengthen water consenation efforts | depicting wildlife, human fig-
new  passenpger  terminal ures and symbolic motifs that

building at Kushok Bakula

provide insights into the

Rimpochee Airport in Leh, The Prime Minister will also  access moute to Ladakh along-  support for the Ammed Forees.  region’s andent history.
Arcording to a statement  dedicate to the nation the 203-  side the Srimagar-leh and Tt will also enhance aceess to As part of water conserva-
1s5ued by the Prime Minis- hkm  Nimmu-Padum-Darcha — BManah-Leh highways healtheare, education, mar-  tionefforts, Modiwill dedicate
ter's Office, the new termi  mad, built by the Border Roads Passing through the high-  kets and other essential serv- 40 water bodies developed
nal, constructed at a cost of Organisation (BRO). Linking  altitude Shinkun La Pass, the  ices for residents of Zanskar, across 40 villages under Pmo-
Rs 640 crore, spans 23,800 Nimmuin Lehwith Darchain  mad is considered a major In a boost to Ladakh's ject Him Sarovar, The initia-
square metres and s Himachal Pradesh throuph enpineenngachievementand  energy sector, Modi will  thve  seeks  to address
designed to handle up to 35 theremote Zanskar Valley the 15 expected to improve opera-  inaugurate the 9-MW Hanu  Ladakh's unique geographi-
lakh passengers annu ally. mad will provide an altemative  tional mobility and logistical — Small Hydroelectric Project  cal and climatic challen ges.
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Frankfurt-Delhi Al flight
diverted after hijack alert

Pilot denies activating stress signal

AGE CORRESPONDENT ence—while the aircraft

NEW DELHI, OCT. 14

An Air India aircraft fly-
ing from Frankfurt to
Delhi made an emergency
landing in Jaipur on
Wednesday morning fol-
lowing a hijack alert that
later turned out to be
false. Flight AI2030, oper-
ated with a Boeing 7879
aircraft, had 293 passen-
gers and 13 crew members
on board. The flight was
later given security clear-
ance and landed in Delhi.

It is learnt that the pilot
activated Squawk Code
7500—the internationally
recognised transponder
code indicating hijacking
or unlawful interfer-

was in Mumbai airspace.,
When Mumbai ATC
responded to the code,
the pilot reportedly said
they had not squawked
an emergency. However,
in line with safety proto-
cols, the light was divert-
ed to Jaipur.

“The flight operating
from Frankfurt to Delhi
on 14 October was divert-
ed to Jaipur following a
security concern. It land-
ed in Jaipur, The security
agencies carried oui the
checks and have cleared
the fkight. All passengers
were disembarked, under-
went security checks, and
reboarded the aircraft.”
Air India said.
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Al Flight Lands in J alpur after Hijack Alert

Delhi-Frankfurt flight
cleared after security
checks; probe ordered

Our Bureau

MNew Delhl: An Air India airerall ape-
tating belween Frankloel and Thlhi
was diverted to Jaipur on Weodnesday
follewing a hijack alert that turned ot
i be talse,

The aireratt departed from Jaipur af

ter securily checks and landead in Del-
hi, the airlite said. I was carrving Q00
passengers and 15 crew mombers.

The Buresn of Civil Avdation Scouri-
v lias lannched a probe into the inci
dent. "The relevant security agencies

eArried out necessary checks and have
clearead (he aireeall and erew,” theaidi-
ne sail, Passengers r]i:-mmharker], L=
derwent scourity checks amd reboar-
ded theairerafi. it said.

The aireraft was transmitting trans-
ponder cocle 7500, the inder nationally
recopnised aviation code tor hijacking
o unlaedul interference, seeorling to
people avware of the ineident, Aic traf-
Me condral received the aler! and diver-
ten] The: Mighd 1o Jaipue

Anthorides have boon on high alort
sinee a pilot in a Flwdubad aireraft ac-
tacked his co-pilot in an alleged bid to
crashit,
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LUFTHANSA
WINS $1.3 BN
DEALWITH TAP

PORTUGAL'S
" B GOVERM-

MENT CH

Wednescay
= picked

Lufthansa to
buy a stake of up to 49.9%
n TAP Air Pevtugal for €1.2
billien (515 bilion) ever
rival Ar France-KLM,
making the German aifine
the strategic partner of
one of Eurcpe's last
wnaligned flag carriers.
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NEW CEO RAISES CONCERNS OVER HIGHER-THAN-EXPECTED SPENDING

Air India seeks to cut A350
engine maintenance cost

IR HMISHRA
OCctober 14

AR IMDIAS HEW Chief Exec
utlve Offlcer Tewolds Gebre-
mariam is discussing ways to
reduce the cost of muaintaining
the carrier's A350 fleet as he
sepks svings aoross thealdine,
nrrnrrlmg.r tn pg-np]t- familiar
with the matter.

Airlndia opemios s Arrhus
SE350-900 airmft — pawened
by Rl -1ty Holdings" Trent
XWHengines —onkoyroutes to
the US and Eumpe The carrier
in 202 3 placed a record order
for BOTeeni X WH equgines alomgg
m1:".n|'|ru'r.1r.1'_"ll Mo,

Tewolde, who took the helm
of the bass-makin E airline last
month, has ralsed concerns
overthe hlgiu-r than-ex prl:l;r:e':
cost of running and maintain
ingtheengine, said the people
Adr India, which usos Airtus

SAVING SPREE

W Aur india operates six
Airbus 5E 350-900
aircraft on key routes
to the US and Europe

® Air indla has held
initial diseussions with
sarvice providers

I-Ig ht HourServices nmﬁ-:;pl[-.‘l
for Rolls-Royee's TomiCare
maintenance programme, has
held initial discussions with
service providers, the people
sald, Maintenance costs are
higher than anticipa ted when
the deals were signed and that

has been r'l.'lggt-rl tothe oom il
nies too, they said.

The focus on costscomes as
Tewolde seeks to tum arownd
Airindia’s iortunes, Thecarmier
posted a loss of more than
222000 crore in Fr' 26, and is
secking T10,) crore in

funding from its owners Tata
Sons and Singapore Atriines,
which areboth facing scruting
over tipping iIn more support
Mepreseatatives Dralr India,
Airbus and Rolls Rovee did not
respand to emalled queres
Tewnlde is seeking to bal
sterAlr Indla's carpo business,
wivich uses anby around 3 5% of
Its capacity onaverage, people
familiar said eadierim Septem
ber. He has also told staff that
hewants themto startworking
on a plan o reduce mainte
nance fssuss, especially given
the airline’s fleet BEn't very old.
Inuflia’s aviation regulator saud
last year that the airlme hadd
moresafety-related lsnes than
vl & Tewoldeisalso conskler
Ing folding budget carrier Alr
Imdiia Express into the main
group. Reducing losses 1s also a
keyderand by majority owner,

TataSons. —BLOOMBERG
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Airlines must shift 5mn domestic pax from Tl

Dhairya Gajara

MLUMBAI

Afrlines have been asked 1o
shift around five million
domestic passengers 1o fcili-
tate the redevelopment of
Terminal | at Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) However.
international  flights from
Terminal 2 will not face cuts or
relocation until March 2027, fol-
lowing consultations between

airport management and air-
lines on Tuesday.

The decision followed a
meeting  between  Adani
Alrport Holdings Lud (AAHL),
Mumbal International Afrport
Lid (MIAL) and the Airdine
Operators Committee (AOC),
attended by Jeet Adani and
Arun Bansal.

Airport management
assured airlines that interna-
tional operations would remain
unaffected during the winter

Int'l flights to remain
unaffected until March
2027 as airport
operator prepares for
T1-B demolition

——
schedule from Oaober 25 to
March 27, 2027 Airline repre-
sentatives, including foreign
carriers, opposed shifting
flights, citing disruption to
passengers with confirmed
bookings.

Some international flights
could move to Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA)
from March 28, when the
summer schedule begins,

Meanwhile, MIAL and
AAHL sought relocation of
one-third of TIs 15 million
annual domestic passenpgers
to clear space for demolition
of TI-B, scheduled to begin in
January 2027,

The airport
promised operational

operator
and

ground-handling support for
airlines voluntarily shifting to
NMIA. It also assured carriers
that it would accommodate as
many displaced passengers as
possible at T2, despite the ter-
minal operating at peak
capacity

A joint working group will
prepare an implementation
plan over the next two weeks,
followed by a meeting on
October 28 with airline net-
work and slot teams,
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Indigo signs $328 mn finance deal
wnth Citi for 8 Airbus aircraft buys

REW DELHI

The country’s largest carrier,
IndiGo, has signed a 3328 mil-
lion financing deal with Citito
buy eight narrow-body planes
to be manufactured by Airbus.

This is the world's first avi-
ation financing transaction
insured by the Belgian export
credit agency Credendo, and
the maiden export credit

agency-backed aircraft financ-
ing structured through the
Gujarat International Finance
Tec-City International
Financial Services Cenitre,
according to a statement

The financing will help
IndiGo procure six A321s and
two A320s, Global banking
major Citi scted as sole man-
dated arranger, export credit
agency coordinator, and sole
lender, with the financing

backed by Credendo’s credit

The wansaction
wias  executed through
IndiGo's subsidiary,
InterGlobe Aviation Financial
Services IFSC.

Insurance.
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Indian airlines suspend flights
to Saudi after Rivadh attack
i India issues security advisory
i e e

pended all flight operations w
Saudi Arabin through October
17, 2026, following a severe
escalation in regional security
and the closure of King Khalid
International  Airport  in
Riyadh.

The decision comes after a
deadly nerinl artack tmrgeted
the capitals airport on
October 10, prompting Saudi
Ambia's Genernl Authority of
Civil Aviation to halt oper
ations at the facility,

Major Indlan carriers
including Air India, Air India
Express, IndiGo, and Akasa
Air, have temporarily
grounded fights connecting
various [ndian cities 1

vigilant, and indoors during patential aerial strikes
following an attack on Riyadh's airport. The Indian
Embassy in Riyadh and the Consulate General in Jeddah
urged residents and Umrah pilgrims to follow official
safety directives and strictly avoid sharing unverified
videos or news regarding the security situationon
social media platforms. Both diplomatic posts have
established 24-hour emergency control rooms and
helplines to provide continuous medical, logistical, and
travel support to affected Indian citizens across the
kingdom.
Riyadh, Dammam, Jeddah,
and Medina. While some for
eign carriers continue limited
operagons from alernative
Saudi hubs, Indian authorities
have advised stranded passen-
gers to verify flight schedules
with airlines before travelling
o airports.

Citizens requinng urgent
departure hove been
informed that they may exit
through neighbouring Gulf
countries such os Qatar and
Bahrain, subject to visa regu-
lations Saudi authorities con-
firmed overstay fines will be
waived for affected travellers.



AIRFORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHI 15 QCTOEBEER 2026

LU CEIRER GRS
IS SRR 3ART

=3 fi==h, fare Hare=rm
FFEe 4 e o T U
fen % fa 41 quEn =
BTSN 23 T o A T
T 29 T e T e
erer 3 et 3 e 3 it

I 3 e A 787-9
e 8 TN e Ua-
2030 ¥ 203 Wl AW 13 F
WWHIWWTW
AT 9:35 T T FETTA
T T T AT e A
¥ o 39 arEgeEE-a § &
W TR | T H o i
= o, ﬁww*‘rﬂzm
IEA 9 nﬁm et M2 |
T e W

e &0 7 o Hehd &
FrETT W O o s

UraR b U= nfcreer

PR T T o B
&1 ¥ 3 T @1 UeA] B 1
wifafea -Gl - 04 TET
&5 T WA -7 T
M 21 5 Y e 2
et Tl T A S T W
niridE =T 5 & | @S 11
g I 5 P I A
VoEs M d W UEl aF 4
P A JoE TE |

FHorR AE e a3
AT T EAE Wi § T
=7 o 1 oy s 1 o, 71
UREE F EERER FE 75000
AR, W-FA A
=0 TamE I T
e |



AIRPORTS AUT HORIT‘I’ OF iNDiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN EEBEHET 15 OETESBER 203&
S T T AT,

3Mbd R FTTET TR 3 mﬁﬁﬂﬂm
.mw Wﬂ"“’”m?'m ) SRoeaEEE e,
o AL E 2 2021 S e T, apl 18 g Wl 3k IHRAdEA TR
il bk I b bl bk U o g e & mﬁaﬁrﬁaﬁﬂﬁiwaﬁ
PRI T S AAFRO R, e S e 2025 AT T A OE B IR 35 UEN Te-105 & [
FRRE AL AT A 889 T EATE | EOE WS | TS R 3 A e
AT & | 3 e 2 e A o o e W GE R ACRI B O WOl ) |
e e T o 7 7o T T WEAN T G Ao i A e A e A w

W#T“ﬁ:p“' $’#ﬁw¢%§” E%ﬂm%ﬂg wmﬁuﬁm@mmﬂmm:ﬁrmmmﬁmmmm B AT BTG T B
A S AT E & dveeaan ey | DERIRIBASIR  ooNdR 66 78 Al m'lm“ﬂ?mﬁ;g gﬁﬁhmmﬁ
AT AT AR S At e em | iRy o e A e B el e Eﬂﬂﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂﬁ 31, 24 TRl e
TR SOTIET [midesene m e | SniWn SR
AT R N ok s28 A G S @S f e E, B

31 T FraTE w2 A 20 514 T o e | 24 TR IR BT |




aMPPUhFSAUIHOPHrQHWHUUX

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES MUMBAT 14 OCTOBER 2026

Delhi HC rejects SpicelJet’s plea
for more time to pay Marans

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
on Tuesday dismissed an appli-
cation filed by Budget airline Spi-
celet seeking an extension to
depaosit the first ¥50-crore instal-
ment towards the 2144.5 crore
owed to Kalanithi Maran and
KAL Airways Pvt. Lid. in their
long-running legal dispute and
extend the timeline for deposit-
ing the subsequent tranche of
294.15 crore by 45 days.

A bench of justice Vinod
Kumar noted that following high
court’'s March 18 order asking
Spicelet and its promoter to pay
144 crore, the airline on July 13
had undertaken to deposit 50
crore within 45 days, making
August 27 the deadline for the
first instalment and the remain-
ing ¥55 crore within 90 days.
However, even 50 crore had not
been deposited. The bench said
it could not grant repeated
extensions.

“This could court have taken a
lenient view in respect of the
time limit of second installment,
had the petitioner complied with
their own undertaking to deposit

e |--—-—d" o et

The bench said it could not
grant repeated extensions. PTI

250 crore with the Registrar
General in 45 days. Even this
part of undertaking has not been
complied with,” the bench said.

The judge further rejected
Spicelet's plea to submit a prop-
erty title deed instead of deposit-
ing ¥144 crore.

“So far as submitting the origi-
nal document of property in
Gurgaon is concerned, such a
request has already been
rejected by this court by order
dated March 18, Though the
property is now unencumbered,
this Court is more concerned
with the petitioner’s own under-
taking of depositing ¥50 crores

within 45 days. Had the peti-
tioner deposited Rs 50 crores
this Court could have enter-
tained the plea of depositing the
document of property in Gur-
gaon as security for permitting
the amount of ¥94 crores. How-
ever, as the petitioner has not
deposited ¥50 crores as per his
undertaking, I am not inclined to
accept the property as security.
Application dismissed,” the
court said.

A detailed copy of the verdict
is awaited.

Kalanithi Maran and KAL Air-
ways Pvt. Ltd was represented by
senior advocate Jayant Mehta
along with senior partner Nan-
dini Gore and associate partner
Sonia Nigam from Karanjawala
and Co.

In its application, the airline
contended that denying an
extension without the release of
the second tranche of ¥349 crore
could have serious repercus-
sions for its operations. SpiceJet
in its application said it was still
reeling from the impact of the
West Asia crisis and warned that
failure to grant additional time
could bring its operations to a
grinding halt.
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4 Indian airlines cancel flights

to Saudi Arabia till October 17

IndiGo, Air India Express, Air India, and Akasa
Air on Tuesday announced cancelling flights
connecting Saudi Arabian cities in view of the
evolving situation in the Gulf country. IndiGo
said that flights to and from Riyadh, Jeddah,
Dammam and Madinah stand cancelled until
October 17. While announcing cancellation of
flights to and from Riyadh, Dammam and Jeddah
till October 17, Air India said it was closely
monitoring and assessing the developments in
the region. The airline said it was offering a full
refund on cancellation for the affected
passengers. Meanwhile, Akasa Air said it has
extended the suspension of all flights to and from
Riyadh and Jeddah until October 17. #n
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‘Hijacking’ call leads Delhi-Frankfurt
flight to divert and land in Jaipur

RAJESH ASMAMI AND 5 LALITHA
i Jaipueiew Detni

AN Ajr India flight from Frank-
furt to Mew Delhi with 308 peo-
ple on board, including crew,
was diverted to Jaipur on
Wednesday morning following
a false hijack alert received
firoen the cockpit of the plane.
The aircraft with the same
crew was permitted to 1y to
Dielhi five hours later after in-
tense questioning of pilots and
security checks of passengers
at Jaipur International Air-
port. The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation will investi-
gate the incident.

Flight No. Al 2030, a Boeing
787-8 Dreamliner, took off from
Frankfurt in Germany at 9.15
pm {local time). A source famil-
iar with the sequence of events
said, “When the aircraft was
fiving inside the Mumbai Might
information region. a sguawk
7500 signal, used in case of un-
lawful interference particular-
v hijacking, was received by
the Mumbai air traffic conirol
(ATC). The officials there im-
mediately contacted the Al 2030
commander, who assured them
that evervthing was alright
on board.”

Such responses could aleo be
given by pilots who are being
threatened by anyone and if
they are nnder pressure. “Air-
port authorities could not take

What is squawk?

Itis a four-digit code entered into
an aircraft’s transponder to help
ATCs identify and track it.
Accarding to Flightradar2s,
squawk 7300 signals “unlawful
Interferanca”, commaonly assoclat-
ed with hijacking, allowing crews
to alert controllers.

any chaneces. In line with estals
lished protocol, the Mumbai
ATC alerted Delhi ATC. The of-
ficials then instructed the pilot
to divert the plane to the near-
est airport, which was Jaipue™
he said.

Confirming the incident, Ajr
India said the diversion was the
result of “a perceived security
concern.” Delhi airport said
the flight was supposed to land
at 1040 am but was diverted to
Jaipur in light of code 7500,

Apcording to another source,
the fight landed safelv at
Jaipur at 9.36 am. “Fire ten-
ders and ambulances were kept
on standby at the terminal. As
soon as the light landed, it was
taken to an isolation bav. All
the passengers were made to
disembark and escorted to a
desipgnated holding area inside
the terminal building. Every
passenger and piece of baggage
was screened with CISF per-
sonnel, police and the bomb de-
tection and disposal squad
pressed into action along with
sniffer dogs. The pilois were
guestioned too.”

The flight and the crow were
cleared for take-off after noth-
ing was found amiss on board.
“The plane took off from Jaipar
at 2.21 pm and reached the In-
dira Gandhi International Air-
port safely at 3.24 pm,” the
souree added.

A DGCA official said the reg-
ulator would probe the inci-
dent. “Only investigations will
reveal what actually hap-
pened.” he said. Speculation
was that the alert may have
been erroneously sent by the
pilot. “The pilot denied mistak-
only activating the signal when
guestioned,” another source
gaid. “The commander of a
wide-body aireraft knows the
serionsness of the code and
would never send it mistaken-
1v" the source added.
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Air India ﬂlght cleared after hyjack alert

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

An Air India flight operating from
Frankfurt to Delhi triggered an anti-
hijacking alert after its transponder
displayed the emergency code 7500,
prompting security protocols and
the aircraft’s parking in an isolation
bay. The airline's engineering team
later verified that the alert was trig-
gered inadvertently, and authorities
found no actual hijacking threat.

The incident involved Air India
flight Al2030, operating on the
Frankfurt-Delhi sector with a Boeing
787-9 aircraft registered as VT-TSE.
According to the incident report, the
aircraft performed a go-around at
approximately 9:30 am IST on
Wednesday, October 14, before the
anti-hijacking alert was communi-
cated to relevant control teams,
including Air Traffic Control.

Following the alert, the control
room immediately informed the
Terminal Control Room Officer.
Relevant teams and stakeholders
were mobilised in accordance with
standard operating procedures, and
arrangements were made to park
the aircraft in an isolation bay for
security-related checks.

After the aircraft was parked, the
flight engineer contacted the crew
to verify the situation. According to
the incident report, the crew said
they needed an engineer.

An Air India engineer later clarified
that the transponder code had been
activated inadvertently due to an
error by the transponder operator.
The alert was therefore treated as a
false alarm, with no actual hijacking

threat established during the report-
ed verification.

The incident highlights the impor-
tance of promptly responding to avi-
ation security alerts, even when
they are later found to have been
triggered mistakenly. The 7500
transponder code is internationally
recognised as a signal indicating
unlawful interference or a hijacking
situation, and its activation can
trigger immediate security
procedures.

In a statement, Air India said
flight Al2030, operating from
Frankfurt to Delhi, was diverted to
|aipur following a perceived securi-
ty concern and landed safely.

The airline said the relevant secu-
rity agencies conducted the neces-
sary checks and cleared the aircraft
and crew. All passengers disem-
barked, underwent security screen-
ing, and then reboarded the aircraft.

Air India added that the flight was
expected to resume its journey to
Delhi shortly after the completion of
the required procedures.

The airline also apologised for the
inconvenience caused by the disrup-
tion, thanking passengers for their

INCIDENT TIMELINE

# 9:18 am: The control room
received information about the
incident from apron control

#® 9:25 am: Apron control
contacted the Air India
engineer regarding the matter

® 9:30 am: The aircraft performed
a go-around, as recorded in the
operational message

® 9:32 am: The Airport
Operations Control Centre
(ADCC) issued an anti-hijacking
alert, reporting that flight
Al2030 had displayed
transponder code 7500

patience and understanding. It reit-
erated that the safety and security
of passengers and crew remained its
highest priority.

The response involved coordina-
tion between the control room,
apron control, ADCC, terminal
control and other concerned stake-
holders. The aircraft’s handling at
the isolation bay followed standard
operating procedures after the alert.

While the initial activation of the
7500 code prompted an anti-hijack-
ing response, the subsequent engi-
neering clarification and security
checks indicated that the incident
was a false alarm rather than an
actual hijacking.

The incident underscores how a
mistaken transponder activation
can trigger a significant aviation
security response, requiring imme-
diate coordination and verification
before normal flight operations can
resume.
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AirIndia’s Frankfurt-New Delhiflightmakes
emergency landinginJaipuramidhijackscare

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Jaipeir, 14 October

An Air India AI-2030 fight
from Frankfurt to New Delhi
made an emergency landing
at Sanganer International
Ajrportin Jaipur on Wednesday
moming after activating a
distress signal.

All passengers and crew
members were reported safe
after the aircraft landed.

The Air Traffic Control
(ATC) at Ahmedabad airport
received a Squawk 7500 signal
from the New Delhi-bound
international flight around 9

am. indicating a possible
hijacking, bomb threat orother
unlawful interference with
the aircrafi.

This tripgered a state of
highalert at.Jaipur, New Delhi
and Ahmedabad airports that
lasted for nearly two hours.

Preparations were made in
accordance with standard
operating procedures (SOPs)
for an emergency landing
under such circnmstances as
the afrcraft was diverted to

Jaipur airport.

Various airport, aviation
the National Security Guard

({NSG) airport security personnel,  triggering Squawk code 7500,
air traffic controllers, fire which indicates a hijacking
brigadeand ambubmce services,  situation.
were mobilised st aipur airport However, during their initial
to deal with any eventuality.  interaction with airport
The Right. carrying 293 authorities, both pilots reportedly
prsmgesand Boewmembas  denied pre'ﬁmg the panic
eventually made a safe, button toraise an alert about
unscheduled landing in faipur  a hijacking or bomb threat.
shortly after 9:35 am. The Directorate General of
Secumity and avintion apencies. Civil Awiation (DGCA) was
immediately  initiated subsequently investigating

precautionary measures after
the aircraft touched down
Passengers were deboarded,
and their baggage and other
belongings were thoroughly
searched.

Airport and ivistion authorities
also held separate discussions
with both pilots to ascertain
the circumstances that led 1o
the emergency landing and
the transmission of the alert
signals.

Preliminary checks found
that the Boeing 7579 Dreamiiner
was operating normally.

Initial reports suggested
that the pilot had inadvertenthy
pressed the panic button,

whether atechnical snag had
triggered the alert signals at
ATC centres along the flight's
route or whether some other

Later, Air India described
the incidentin a statement as
a diversion prompted by a
perceived security concern.

"Evervone is safe. The
passengers were tiken through
security checks and allowed
to board the aircraft again to
contirmee their joumey to Delhi;”
the airline said.

The flight eventually took
off for New Delhi from Jaipur
at around 2:45 pm, airport
sources said.
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Theﬁur India planewas moved to an isolation bayfﬂrsem rity inspections at the Jaipur airport. 711

Frankiurt-Delhi flight diverted
to Jaipur after false hijack scare

SHEKHAR SINGH
NEW DELHI, DCTOBER 14
An Air India Bosng TaT
Dreamtiner flving from Frank-
furt to Delhi was diverted to
Jafpur on Wednesday moming
follrwing a reported hijack
dlert that later turned out to be
a hoax, tngeering a high-level
secunty response atthe airpart.
Flipht AT-2080 landed safily
at Jaipur International Air-
port at 9.45 am, about 280 kkm
from its intended destination.
Secunty personnel from

variois agencies approached
the aircraft cautiously and
boarded it to conduct exten-
sive checks before passengers
were allowed to disembark.
Airport authorities activated
the highest level of securty
response, simnilar to the proto-
cal followed during a hijack-
ing incdent, sources sad.
After the aireraft and crew
were cleared by security
apencies, all passenpers dis-
embarked and underwent
security checks They subse-
quently reboarded the air-

eraft, which restimed its jolr-
ney to Delhi, Air India said.

Arcording to initial informa-
tion, the piot pressed
‘Bguawk Code T500°, which
indicates unlawful interfer-
ence when the aimmaft was in
the Mumbai Flight Informa-
tion Region. Subsequently, the
plane was diverted to Jaipur,
the sourees added.

Air India said its teams
worked proactively with the
authorities to mindmise incon-
venence to passengers and
apologised for the disruption.
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