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Licence lapse disrupts
flights at Mizoram airport
Airawl: Mizoram's Lengpui airport faced sig
nificant operational disruptlons on Tuesday as
all Mights were delaved bocause of an explred
aerodrome lHeence. The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation failed to renew the license on
time, leaving passengers stranded for hours, re-
poris HC Vanlalruata. An IndiGo flight from
Deldhi to Alznwl departed neady four hours be-
hind schiedule after Intense negotiations led (o
alast-minute livence renewal for one months

Adding to the controversy, the Lengpui Air-
port Forum has accused the state’s Zoram Peo-
ple’s Movement govt of attempting to transfer
control of airport o Indian Alr Foroe, contrary
to home minister Amit Shah's suggestion o
hand it over to the Alrports Authority of India
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Green clearances
for airports set to

be made easier

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindestantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union environ-
ment ministry has decided to
downgrade the environmental
assessments needed for all
expansion/modernisation activi-
ties of airports.

In an office memorandum
dated September 30, uploaded on
environment ministry’s Parivesh
website this week, the environ-
ment ministry has said thatit has
received a representation from the
Airports Authority of India seek-
ing rationalisation of EC (environ-
mental clearance) requirements
for expansion activities confined
within the existing boundaries of
airports. It has been submitted
that under the flagship UDAN
(Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik)
scheme, air travel is being
expanded to improve accessibility
and affordability, and the Krishi
UDAN scheme has facilitated
movement of agricultural produce
from remote areas to markets.

These initiatives have led to sig-
nificant growth in passenger traf-
fic and cargo movement, necessi-
tating capacity enhancement at
both major and regional airports.
It has further been informed that
such expansion work - covering
terminal buildings, allied facilities
(including Air Traffic Control tow-
ers, fire stations, cargo terminals)
as well as extension or construc-
tion of runways, taxiways, aprons,
and other operational infrastruc-
ture -— is undertaken entirely
within the already acquired land
of existing airports and does not
involve any additional land acqui-
sition. These works are primarily
operational in nature, aimed at
improving passenger conve-
nience, safety, and efficiency in

view of rising demand, the memo-
randum states.

The representation was exam-
ined by the sectoral Expert
Appraisal Committee (EAC). The
committee observed that such
expansion activities are unlikely
toresult in incremental environ-
mental impact beyond the exist-
ing operational footprint of the
airport. “Airports are already
subject to comprehensive regula-
tory oversight under Civil Avia-
tion Requirements, DGCA guide-
lines, and statutory provisions of
the Water (Prevention and Con-
trol of Pollution) Act, 1974 and the
Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981, it said

The recommendations of the
sectoral EAC were placed before
the Expert Advisory Committee,
which was of the view that expan-
sion and development activities
within the existing airport bound-
aries, and not involving any addi-
tional land, may be categorized as
B2 projects. “The EIA notification,
2006 provides that for categorisa-
tion of projects into Bl or B2, the
ministry shall issue guidelines
from time to time. Accordingly... it
is hereby directed that all expan-
sion/modernisation activities of
airports shall be appraised as cate-
gory B2 projects, provided there is
no increase in land area,” the
memorandum states.

HT has previously reported
that the environment ministry has
exempted certain sectors from
mandatory ECs. For example, the
ministry has proposed to exempt
from obtaining prior environmen-
tal clearance stand-alone cement
grinding units which do not have
captive power plants and trans-
port raw materials and finished
products either through the rail-
ways or electric vehicles.
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Delhi-Varanasi bullet train to stop at Noida Airport

DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: Delhi-Varanasi bullet
train project will now includea
direct underground station at
the Noida International Aleport
[Jewar), significantly enhancing
regional and national connec-
Hvity. A principle agreement
for the integration has been
reached between the National
High-Speed Rail Corpora-
tion  Limited (NHSRCL)
and MNoida International
Adrport Limited (NIAL).
Aceording to officials, the
pr[{Eﬂsal will now be included
in the Detailed Project Reporl
(DPR).The high-speed rail
line will have two stations in

Gautam Buddh Nagar — ane
atl Noida Sector-148 and the
ather, an underground ter-
minal at the airports Ground
Transportation Centre (GTC).
This will make Moida Interna-
tional Airport the first airport
in the country to be directly
connected by a bullet train.
The bullet train  will
begin its journey from Sarai
Kale Khan (Delhi) and reach
Noida Alrport in just 21
minutes,covering a distance
of nearly 70 km. The elevated
track will be constructed
.Jlur:-El the central verge of the
-Greater Moida Express-
way and will further extend
along the Yamuna Expressway

to the airport.

The full 16-km Delhi-
Varanasi corridor will include
major stops at Mathura, Agra,
Etawah, Lucknow, Rae Bareli,
Prayagraj.before terminating at
Varanasi The high-speed train
will cﬂmp]cu: the journey in
around 4 hours,a significant
reduction from the current
10+ hoiirs by road Officials
believe the project will boost
connectivity to major reli-
glous and tourist destinations
such as A}'I}L"‘I]ﬁl., Mathura-
Vrindavan, Kashi Vishwanath,
and the Taj Mahal.

To handle rising footfall,
Noida Airport’s parking sys-
tem will use Artificial Intel-

ligence  (Al)managed by
Secure Parking Solutions.In
the first phase, the airport will
cater to 1.2 crore passengers
annuallyscaling up to 7 crore
in its final phase. The GTC is
being developed as a multi-
modal hub with connectivity 1o
Metro, Wamo Bharat trains,and
major expressways including
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway,
Ganga Expressway, MH-34,
NH-%1.and others.

MIAL nodal officer Shailen-
dra Bhatia said groundwork for
the underground station will
soon be completed. A 61-km
RLI'.I]d.H.I—":I‘.IDEI railway line is
also planned to improve pas-
senger and cargo rail access.
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Boeing gains EU
antitrust nod for
$4.7 bn Spirit deal

BOEING SECURED
EU anmbitfwst
approval an

Tuesday for its
44.7 billion acquisition of
Spirit AsroSystems after
agreeing to sl some Spirit
busnesses to address
competiton concems, The
deal arnounced last year
arms to help Buui:'g
streamline its operations
and improve gquality eontral,
yaars after it spun of the
arline supplier. Bosing
offered remedes after the
European Commission, said
the dealwould have
significantly reduced
competiionin the glebal
aerostructure market and in
the large commersial
arcraft sector.
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Qatar Airways flight makes
emergency landing after snag

A Qatar Airways flight from Doha o Hong Kong
made a precautionary emergency landing at the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport in
Ahmedabad on Tuesday following a “technical
issue.” Flight QRAI1G landed safely around 2,32
pom., and all passengers were reported safe.
Alrport officials said a full emergency was
declared at 212 pum. to facilitate the alrcraft's
landing. “Due to a technical issue on an aireraft
e rowte from Doha to Hong Kong, a full
emergency was declared to enable the aircraft 1o
land safely. The aircraft landed without incident,
and airport operations remained unaffected,” an
official statement zaid.
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fight, which took off from
Doha on Tuesday morning,
was diverted to
Ahmedabadasa
precautionary measure
after it developed some
technical issuces mid-air, an
official said. Flight QR8I
took off from Hamad
International Airport in
Doha and was "diverted” to
the Sardar Vallabhai Patel
International Alrport
{(SVPIA) in Ahmedabad.

Tuesday made an
emergency landing at the
Agartala airport duetoa
suspected bird hit mid-air,
an official said. “The Indigo
flight took off from the
MEBA Airport for Kolkata
around 12.40 pm and after
20 minutes, it made an
emergency landing after
the pilot experienced a
suspected bird hit mid-air,”
said airport Director K.C
Meena .

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHT s OGTOBEER 2025
Qatar Airways flight  Indigo flight makes
to Hong Kong emeriem: landing
diverted to Gujarat  after bird hit
AHMEDABAD: A Hong AGARTALA: A Kolkata-
Kong-bound Qatar Airways  bound Indigo flighton
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) Hinhustan Times
{ MALLYA VS BANKS ] DEBT RECOVERY

Battle over KF airlines’ dues to play out in court

assets were frozen in Movember

Ai-l'llli Ray LLP, *“This information was alsa tive party government, signed an

confirmed in the Anmusl Report 2017 by o British count’s world-  order authorising extradition;
TeharEa iy s Com 2024-2025 of the Indian Ministry wide freezing order after 13 but this is vet to be implemented.
LONDOM: A simmering dispute  of Finance.,.” Indian banks applicd for this. On Meanwhile last month, the

between the farmer chairman of
the defunct Kingfisher Airlines,
Indian businessman Yijay Mal-
Iya. and Indian banks who had
lent the company money has
escalated exponentially and will
likely manifest in courtrooms,
The sharp disagreement is over
Malkya claiming that more than
the sum owed has been realised
by the banks amnd sccounts not
provided: whereas the banks®
position is to the contrary.

Kinghlisher Airflines, once
enjoying i large churk
of market share in
Indian civil aviation,
closed down in 20012,
Mallya, who had given
his persomal guarantes,
against the firm's bor-
rowings, therchy
became liable to repay
the banks. In 2017, a
debt recovery tribunal (DRT)
determined 26,204 crore was
payahle,

The current dramn began (o
unfold after a statement by the
Inclinn fimance minister, Nirmala
Sitharaman, in the Lok Sabha on
December 17 last. She told the
House that the Indian Director
ate of Enforcement (ED) had col-
lected 21413060 crore from sale
of Mallya's propertics and asscts
attached by it and that this
amaunt had boen returned to the
lender hanks.

Mallya's London solicitors
Zaiwalla and Company pointed
out i the banks' salicitors TLT

PicK Or
[HE DAY

Following Sitharaman’s sub-
mission, Mallya liled a writ peti-
tion in the Karmnataka high court
on February 3 this vear, secking
disclosure of details of recoveries
by the banks. The banks were
served noticed by the concerned
Judge, but responded only on the
10th of last month with a “State-
ment of Objections” that said
more money was due,

The banks asserted 27471
crore were due, of which
T10,814.54 crore had been recov-
ered, therebw still leoy-
ing 655696 crore out-
standing. Zaiwalla and
Compuany communi-
cated to TLT LLP,
“These [igures are
inconsistent with the
list ol recoveries men-
tioned in... the State-
ment of Objections
itself, They are also inconsistent
with the Finance Minister's
statement...”

Mallya's interim rejoinder
said, “Im addition to the
4 316.32 crore restored pursu-
ant to the bond undertaking, the
Banks have recovered further
amounts from the assets
attached before various other
forums,”

He further claimed: “As per
the Enforecement Directorate’s
press relesse of 24 June 2021, the
Enforcement Directorate had
transferred shares worth 26,600
crone to the Banks as per the Hes-
toration Orcler, It further siated

Indin has alleged Mallya colluded with senior executives of IDE]
Bank to obtain a 950 crore loan for Kingfisher Airfines. ey sces

that, on the same date, the
Recovery Officer, on behalf of the
Banks, had sold assets of United
Broweries Limited (producers of
Kinzfisher Beer, which was onoe
controlled by Mallya and in
which he is still a significant
shareholder) waorth ¥5.824.50
crore. This press release also
notes that the Banks shall be
realising a total amount of
18,04 L50 crore througrh saleofa
part of gssets attached seized by
the Enforcement Directorate.”
He added: “The Enforcement
Diréctorate’s press release of 16
July 2021 records that 792,11
crore worth ol shares were
handed over and realised by the
Bank=" And that, Om 28 August
2022, the Pecovery Offkcer of the
Debt Recovery Tribunal in Chen-
nai... recorded that T10.040,82
crore was recovered by the

Banks against the DAT Judg-
ment.”

Ina post on X, Mallya on Tues-
day saick “The Indian Pubtic Sec-
tor Banks who claim monies
from me as a guarantor should
be nshamed that they hove not
vel submitted an accurate state-
ment of scoount of recoveries
midle despite the Union Finance
Minister clearly stating that
14,100 erore have been restored
to the very seme Banks."

“Twill not pursue legal action
in England till the Indian Public
Sector Banks come clean as 1
have a justified counter claim
that can be adjudicated only in
India,” he said in another post.

The erstwhile airline owner
has moreover challenged the
banks’ entitlement to levy inter-
sl ‘on the decretal amount of
16,204 crare fram the time his

this, too, he has lodged a writ
petition in India.

Faiwalle and Companmy™s view
= that “there are substantial and
unresalved issues”. 1t belicves
the Karnataka high court will
decide on such issues, Until this
happens = and the writ petition
opposing imposition of interest
after his assets were frozen in
2019 is disposed of - Mallya's
pursuit of annulment of a 2021
bankruptcy order against him by
the High Court of England and
Wales, which was schedubed for
& preliminary hearing on Octo-
ber 13, will be kept in abeyvance.

Anemail to TLT LLP seeking
u clarification went unmmswened.

1f Mallva has indeed more
than repaid his debt, then
demands against him constitute
o witch-hunt. On the other hand.
if the creditor banks are correct,
he still has a case 1o answer.
Either way, it will be a reliel for
Indian taxpayers if the matter is
resolved at the eartiest.

The Indian government s plea
{0 British cotirts (o exiradite Mal-
lya to India was founded on him
allegedly colluding with senior
exeruiives of IDE] Bank toobtadn
a loan of around 350 crore for
Kinghisher Airlines. The petitions
succeeded and his extradition
was recommiended o the British
home secretary (as is the stan-
dard practice in the United King-
domm] for consideration. In Feb-
ruary 2019, Sajid Javid, as home
secretary in the then Conserva-

Indian Central Bureay of Invest-
gation (CBI). which brought the
charge against Mallya and pre-
sented it biefore the UK's judici-
ary in the extradition trial, closed
the case agninst a deputy manag-
ing director of IDBI Bank alleg-
cdly involved in this matter,
How the new circumstance
affects the accusation ol collu-
sion against Mallva —and there-
fore the very grounds for oxtra-
diting him — remmains to be seen,

Mallya may have received
gnother shot in the arm with a
judgment carlier this year by the
Court of Appeal in the English
and Welsh high court refusing
extradition of an Indian arms
consultant, Sanjay Bhaduri,
wanted in India for allegedly vio-
lating India’s Prevention ol
Money Laundering Act 2002 and
the Black Mancy and Impasition
of Tax Act 2015,

Lord Justice Timothy Hol-
rovde and Mrs Justice Karen
Steymin o 7l-page judgment cited
evidence of torture by Indian
investigntors and in Indian pris-
ons In a dozen instances. But
perhaps most damningly,
decreed, “The Government of
India has failed to ratify the
(1984) UN Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhu-
man and Degrading Treatment
of Punishment (“UNCAT)". Mal-
lya is expecied to utilise this
precedent in o bid to overturn
the extradition order against
him,
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Air India, Air India Express add 166 flights
to and from Patna for Diwali & Chhath Puja

The additional flights significantly boost connectivity to Paina

GURUGRAM: Air India
and Air India Express have
announced the addition of 166
weekly flights to and from Patna
to cater to the surge in lestive
travel demand during Diwali
and Chhath Puja.

Between October 15 &
MNovemnber 2, 2025, Air India
will operate 38 additional flights
each on the Delhi-Patna, Mum-
bai-Patna & Bengaluru-Patna
routes. During October 22 o
MNovember 3, 2025, Alr India
Express will add 26 additional
[lights each on the Delhi-Patna

Closer Look

= Batwaan October 15 and Movember 2, 2025, Air India
will operate 38 addifional flights each an the Delhi-
Patna, Mumbai—Pama, and Bengaluru—Patng routes

= During Oetober 22 te November 3, 2025, Air India
Expres will add 26 additional flights each on the Delhi-
Patna and Bengaluru—Paing routes

& Bengaluru-Patna routes.
These special services will
supplement Air Indias exist-
ing 42 weekly flights o Patna
from Delhi and Mumbai,
along with 14 weekly flights

operated by Air India Express
{rom Delhi and Bengaluru. The
enhanced schedule will signifi-
cantly strengthen connectivity
1o Patna, making travel more
convenient for passengers vis-

iting family and friends during
the festive period.

The additional flights will
also offer seambess onward con-
nections via Delhi, Mumbai,
and Bengaluru to other parts
of India as well as international
destinations in the Middle East
and Europe. Bookings for the
ai.ithiumFﬂlghtsa:r now Gpen
through the official websttes and
mobile apps of Air India and
Air India Express, their 24x7
contact centres, city and airport
ticketing offices, and authorised
travel agents worldwide. MposT
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Govt launches fixed fare
scheme for Alliance Air

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Union govt on Monday launched a
fixed fare scheme on a pilot basis for the only state-
owned fixed-wing airline, Alliance Air, which has
been struggling to stay in air.

Union aviation minister Rammohan Naidu
Kinjarapu inaugurated the scheme which will be
implemented from Oct 13 to Dec 31, 2025, across se-
lect routes, to evaluate its operational feasibility
and passenger response.

The financially strugeling Alliance Air, which
is awaiting divestment, has seen its passenger
numbers and market share dive from 91,000 domes-
tic flyers in Jan (0.6% domestic market share) to
37,000(0.3% share) in Aug.

Naidu deseribed Alliance Air as the backbone
of govt's regional connectivity scheme UDAN,
linking tier-2 and tier-3 cities by air. “Alliance Air
has taken a bold and exemplary step with the idea
of one route, one fare. It is truly ‘naye Bharat ki
udaan’, thinking bevond profitability and keeping
the focus on public service,” Naidu said.
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