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Airports Authority of India studies 5 spots for Hosur airport

E T B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENNAI, DHNS

At the request of the Tamil
Nadu government, the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI)
has studied five potential sites
in and around Hosur for the
ambitious greenfield airport
project being piloted by the
DMK dispensation.
Thefivesitesinclude the pri-
vate airstrip owned by Taneja
Aerospace and Aviation Lim-
ited (TAAL) in Hosur, in one
of the initial steps towards re-
alising an airport in the indus-

trial town located just outside
Bengaluru.

Sources told DH that the
studywas akintothe AAI's sur-
vey of four sites in and around
Chennai to develop a second
airport for the Tamil Nadu cap-
ital—Parandur, chosen by the
state government for building
the new facility, was one of the
locations suggested by the AAL

“AAI’s study has been com-
pleted. A total of five locations
in the Krishnagiri district
shortlisted by the state govern-
ment have been surveyed. We
are awaiting the AAI to submit

a report to the state govern-
ment,” asourcetold DH.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M K Stalin had on June 27
announced in the Assembly
that Hosur will get an airport
spreadover 2,000 acrestohan-
dle about 3 crore passengers
a year. The new airport, once
commissioned, will have a sin-
gle runway.

The government will keep
in mind the concessionaire
agreement signed between
the Bengaluru International
Airport Limited (BIAL) thatno
airport should be constructed

within 150 km of the Kempe-
gowda International Airport
inBengalurutill 2033, sources
said, adding that TN has been
in touch with BIAL and TAAL
for the past couple of years.

The source quoted above
added that once the AAI sub-
mits its report with shortlist-
ed names of locations, the
government will work on the
next step. “We will choose the
best among the shortlisted lo-
cations and start preliminary
work on land acquisition. We
are just getting started,” the
source added.
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BACL breaks ground on major Bengaluru Business Park

FTI W BENGALURL

engaluru  Adrport  City
Limited (BACL], a
subsidiary of Bangalore
International Alrport Limited
(BIAL), broke ground for its
ambitious two million sq. FL
Business Park, aimed at
romaoting the eily as a global
ub for Global Capability
Centres ((GCCs).
This comes as part of the
Karnataka Government's new
GCC  policy (2024-2029),
which aims 1o ereate 3.5 lakh
jobs and contribute USD 50
billion to the economy, a
BIAL statement said on
Monday.
Located within the larger
Kempegowda  International
Airports  (BLR  Adrport)
campus, Bengaluru Airport
City is being developed as a
mixed-use destination,
featuring business parks, an
cducation & health district,
R&D hubs, and multiple
entertainment and hospitality
oplions, it said.

The Business Park will be
built over 17.7 acres.

Executive Director & CEO of

BACL, Rao Munukutla, said:
"The ecity has cemented ils
status as India's premier hub
for Global Capability Centres
(GCCs), with 36 per cent of
Indias GCC  workforce
driving growth across IT,
binl:chnu]ug}'. automotive,
and aerospace.”

The upeoming Alrport West
meiro station, located within

walking distance from the
Business Park, will enhance
connectivity to Bengaluru's
city centre, providing faster
and ecp-friendly travel for
:mpluytts and visitors, it was
noted.

As a future entertainment
and hospitality hub, plans
include Indias lirst 'Concert
Arena’ within an airport
ecosystem and a Convention
& Exhibition Centre, it
added.
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Ops hitafter 3flights receivebomb threats

?P/’O
NS

A-Iflight diverted, two
IndiGo flights delayed

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 14 October

Two Indigo international flights were
delayed, while one Air India flight orig-
inating from the Mumbai airport was
diverted following bomb threats, which
later turned out to be a hoax.

Air India’s Mumbai-New York flight
was diverted to Delhi. Indigo’s two
flights scheduled for Jeddah and
Muscat were delayed for 11 and seven
hours respectively.

An Air India spokesperson stated
that flight number AI-119 received a
specific security alert and was diverted
to Delhi as per the instructions of the
government’s security regulatory com-
mittee.

FALSE ALARM

mAirIndia’'s Mumbai-New York
flight was diverted to Delhi

m239 passengers and 19 crew were
moved to hotels and the flight
was rescheduled

mMumbai-Jeddah IndiGo
flight was taken to the isolated
bay for security checks after
receiving a bomb threat

mThe flight departed from Mumbai
airport after a delay of 11 hours

“We confirm that all 239 passengers
and 19 crew have disembarked and are
currently undergoing security proce-
dures. Refreshments have been pro-
vided to the passengers. Our staff on

mAnother IndiGoflight scheduled
to operate from Mumbai to Muscat
departed after adelay of 7 hours

ground are making sure to minimise the
inconvenience caused to our guests by
this unexpected disruption,” the
spokesperson said.

The passengers of this flight were

moved to hotels after security protocols
were completed. The flight has been
rescheduled for Tuesday morning,.

IndiGo flight 6E 57, which was
scheduled to operate from Mumbai to
Jeddah, also received a bomb threat.

“As per protocol, the aircraft was
taken to an isolated bay, and following
the standard operating procedures,
mandatory security checks were
promptly initiated. Customers were
provided with assistance and refresh-
ments, and we sincerely regret the
inconvenience caused,” an IndiGo
spokesperson said. This flight departed
from the Mumbai airport at around 1.15
PM after a delay of about 11 hours.

IndiGo flight 6E 1275, which was
scheduled to operate from Mumbai to
Muscat, also received the threat. This
plane was also taken to an isolated bay
for checks. The plane departed at
around 9.15 AM, after a delay of about
seven hours.
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'BON | VOYAGE | Increased capacity, 15% drop in oil prices contribute to lower fares

Airfares around Diwali drop 20-25%

New Delhi, Oct

thing to celebrate

Diwali, as domestic airfares

on many routes

dropped by 20-25 per cent

compared to last

according to an analysis
Increased capacity and a

recent dip in oil prices are

seen as key factors driving

the decrease,

Travel portal ixigo's analy-
sis shows that average one-
way fares, based on a 30-day

advanced purchase,
dropped across
domestic routes.

For 2023, the data covers
November 10-16, while for
last vear, it covers October

. 13: Air
passengers may have some-

several

28-November 3, around the
Diwali season.

he biggest fare drop is on
the Bengaluru-Kolkata
route, with a 38 per cent
decline to 76,319 this year
from 210,185 last wyear
Chennai-Kolkata fares have
fallen by 36 per cent to 25,604
from 8,725

Similarly, the Mumbai-
Delhi route saw a 34 per cent
drop to ¥5.762 from 28,788,
and Delhi-Udaipur fares
decreased by 34 per cent to
27,469 from 211,296, Routes
like Delhi-Kolkata,
Hyderabad-Delhi, and Delhi-
Srinagar saw 32 per cent fare
reductions.”

Last year, airfares surged

due to limited capacity fol-
lowing the suspension of Go
First airdine.

This yvear, additional
capacity has been added,
resulting in a 20-25 per cent
vear-on-vear dip across key
routes for late October,” said
ixigo Group CEO Aloke
Bajpai.

He noted that a 15 per cent
decline in oil prices also con-
tributed to the drop.

While the ticket price has
jumped 34 per cent on
Ahmedabad-Delhi route to
8,758 from 6,533, the rise is
33 per cent on Mumbai-
Dehradun route to ¥15,527
from 11,710, the analysis
showed. — PT1

FARE DROPS
38% (26,319

V/5 ¥10,195)
BENGALURU-
KOLKATA

"34% |

V/5 ¥8,725) (27,469 v/s

CHENNAI-KOLKATA 711,296)
Delhi-
34% (25,762 v/5 Udaipur

¥8,788) MUMBAI-DELHI

FARE INCREASE ON SOME ROUTES:
Airfare increased on routes like Ahmedabad-Delhi
(+34%) and Mumbai-Dehradun (+33%).
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Average airfares around Diwali drop
20-25% on many routes

NEW DELHI, PTI: Air passengers might
have a reason to smile this Diwali sea-
son as average airfares on many do-
mestic routes have dropped 20-25%
compared to the year-ago period, ac-
cording to an analysis.

Increased capacity and the recent
fall in oil prices are considered to be
among the factors for the fall in air
ticket prices. The analysis by travel
portal ixigo showed that average
airfare on the domestic routes have
declined in the range of 20-25%. The
prices are for one-wayaverage fareon
a 30 days APD (advanced purchase
date) basis.

For 2023, the time period consid-
ered is November 10-16 while it is
October 28-November 3 for this year.
This is the time around Diwali.

The maximum decline of average

airfare is 38% for a Bengaluru-Kolka-
ta flight to Rs 6,319 this year from Rs
10,195 last year, as per the analysis.
The ticket price on Chennai-Kolkata
route has fallen 36% to Rs 5,604 from
Rs 8,725.

The average airfare for Mum-
bai-Delhi flight has dropped 34% to
Rs 5,762 from Rs 8,788. Similarly,
there is a 34% decrease in ticket pric-
eson Delhi-UdaipurroutetoRs 7,469
from Rs 11,296. The decline is 32% on
Delhi-Kolkata, Hyderabad-Delhi, and
Delhi-Srinagar routes.

“Last year, airfares around Diwali
had surged duetolimited capacity, pri-
marily driven by the suspension of Go
Firstairline. However, this year we’ve
seen some relief as additional capac-
ity has been added since then,” ixigo
Group CEO Aloke Bajpai told PTI.
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SpiceJet Faces Yet
Another Insolvency
Proceeding by Lessor

Suryash Kumar

New Delhi: SpiceJet Ltd is staring at
fresh insolvency proceedings initia-
ted by aircraft lessor Aviator ML 29641
Ltd over unpaid dues amounting to
58 crore,

The lessor claimed that the low-cost
airline failed to pay rental charges fora
Boeing 737 that it had leased.

SpicedJet’s counsel said that the airli-
ne has disputed the debt, arguing that
the lessor failed to mention the objec-
tionsraised by it. “We have fi-
led our reply to the demand
notice and stated our objec-
tions regarding unpaid dues
claimed by the lessor,” said SpicedJet’s
counsel. The National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) refused to issue noti-
ce to the airline while directing the les-
sor to bring on record SpiceJet's reply
and listed the matter for further hea-
ring on November 11. Spicedet is facing
a slew of insolvency petitions initiated
by its vendors and lessors although the
NCLT hasn’t admitted any petition till
now. Lessors such as Wilmington Trust
SP Services (Dublin), Willis Lease Fi-
nance, Celestial Aviation, Aircastle, Al-
terna Aircraft and AWAS 36698 Ireland
have approached the tribunal against
theairline.
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Avg airfares around
Diwali drop 20-25%
on many routes

HEW DELHI
—

Air passengers might have a
reason to smile this Divali sea-
son as average airfares on
many domestic routes have
dropped 20-25 per cent com-
pared to the year-ago period,
accarding to an analysis.

Increased capacity and the
recent fall inoil prices are con-
sidered to be among the fac-
tors for the fall in air ticket
prices. The analysis by travel
portal ixigo showed that aver
ape airfare on the domestic
mutes have declined in the
range of 20-25 per cent.

The prices are for one-way
average fare on a 30 days APD
(advanced purchase date)
basis. For 2023, the time period
considered is November 10H6
while it is October 28-
November 3 for this vear. This
is the time around Diwali.

The maximum decline of
average airfare is 38 per cent
for a Bengaluns-Kolkata flight
to Rs 6319 this vear from Rs
10195 last year, as per the
analysis.

The ticket price on Chennai-
Kolkata route has fallen 36 per
cent to Bs 5,604 from Rs 8725,

The average airfare for
Mumbai-Delhi  flight has
dropped 34 per centto Rs 5,762
from Rs 8.788. Similarly, there
is a 34 per cent decrease in
ticket prices on Delhi-Udaipur
mute to Rs 7468 from Rs 11,206,

The decline is 32 per cent on
Delhi-Kolkata, Hyderabad-
Delhi, and DelhiSrinagar
Toutes.

“Last year, airfores around
Diwali had surged due to
limited capacity primarily
driven by the suspension of Go
First airline. However, this vear
we've seen some relief as addi-

An airline
without call
centre

After taking to the
skies nearly seven
months ago, FLY91is
on a steady flight path
and that toowith a dif-
ference. The regional
carrier does not have a
call centre for passen-
gers. Focused on being
a "digital native” com-
pany, the Goa-based
carrer prepared a list
of priorities before
COMMEncing oper-
ations and decided to
do away with certain
things that are tradi-
tionally done by the air-
lines. "We consciously
wanted to go down
that path (of not having
acall centre)..," FLY9's
Chief Technology
Officer Prasanna
Subramaniam said.

tional capacity has been added
since then, leading to a 20-25
percent YoY (year-on-year) dip
in average airfares across key
moutes for the last week of
October,” ixign Group CEO
Alpke Bajpai told P11

According to him, the
decline in oil prices, down 15
per cent this year, may have
also contributed to this down-
ward trend, offering travellers
more affordable options dur-
ing the festive season.
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SpiceJet hit with a
fresh insolvency case

Krishna Yadav

krishna.yadav@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Budget carrier Spi-
ceJetis facing a new insolvency
case in the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT), filed by
aircraft lessor Aviator ML 29641
Ltd over unpaid rental dues of
around 58 crore. The NCLT,
which heard the plea on Mon-
day, refused to issue a notice to
Spicelet, citing the absence of
the airline's response to the
demand notice in the lessor’s
petition, The tribunal gave the
airline time to submit its reply to
the demand notice, with the next
hearing scheduled for Nov 11

According to the lessor’s plea,
the default arose from a lease
agreement dated 16 June 2017 for
a Boeing 737 aircraft. The peti-
tion stated that as of 29 June
2024, the outstanding amount is
nearly $7.3 million, equivalent to
58 crore. The lessor’s counsel
noted that while SpiceJet has
attempted to negotiate a settle-
ment, no resolution has been
reached, prompting the insol-
vency filing.

This case adds to a growing
list of insolvency actions against
SpiceJet for unpaid dues to vari-
ous vendors and aircraft lessors.
Todate, none of these cases have

The NCLT has given the airline
time to submit its reply to the
demand notice. Pl

resulted in insolvency proceed-
ings against the Gurugram-
based airline. Some have been
dismissed by the NCLT, while
others have been withdrawn
after settlements, with several
still pending final decisions.

The parties filing various
insolvency cases against SpiceJet
include Wilmington Trust SP
Services (Dublin), Willis Lease
Finance, Celestial Aviation, Air-
castle, and Alterna Aircraft.
Additionally, three entities—
AWAS 36698 Ireland, AWAS
36694 Ireland, and AWAS
36695—along with Shannon
Engine Support Limited, Engine
Lease Finance B.V.,, Raymach
Technologies Pvt. Ltd., and soft-
ware solutions startup Tech-
jockey Infotech Pvt. Ltd. have
also filed cases.

15 OCTOBER 2024
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Hoax bomb threats to 3int’l ]

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Three international
flights and one West Bengal-
bound train originating from
Mumbai received bomb threats on
Monday, sending authorities and
security agencies into a tizzy and
leading to disruption in services,
even though the warnings were
later found to be a hoax, officials
aware of the details said.

Nothing suspicious was found
on the three flights— A New York-
bound Air India flight and two
IndiGo flights flying to separate
cities in West Asia ~and the How-
rah-bound train that either
departed or were scheduled to
take off from Mumbai with several
passengers onboard, the officials
said.

The Air India flight was
diverted to New Delhi and res-

cheduled for take off on Tuesday
while the IndiGo planes were
delayed by several hours, the offi-
cials added. The Mumbai-Howrah
train mail was halted at Jalgaon
station in Maharashtra and was
thoroughly checked before it pro-
ceeded towards its destination,
they said.

Police said the three flights
received the threats roughly
around the same time from a sin-
gle user on X, who goes by the
name of Fazluddin Nirban. “The
sender has been traced to Chhat-
tisgarh. A team has been dis-
patched to nab the accused,” an
officer at Sahar police station in
Mumbai said.

Police said the threat for the
New York-bound Air India Flight
AI 19 was issued after the plane
with 238 passengers onboard took
off from Mumbai's Chhatrapati
Shivaii Maharai International Air-

o =

Two IndiGo flights also
received bomb threats.

portaround 2am. “It said that six
kilos of RDX and terrorists were
on the flight and that the plane
would be hijacked,” he said.

The flight was diverted to
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGI), where it was
thoroughly inspected. “Nothing
suspicious was found during
checking, All standard safety pro-
tocols were dilicentlv followed to

ensure the safety of the passengers
and the crew on board,” a senior
Delhi Police officer said.

In a statement, the airline said
the flight was diverted to Delhi on
“instructions of the government's
security regulatory committee”,
The flight has been rescheduled
and will now depart for New York
from Delhi on Tuesday morning.

Minister of state for civil avia-
tion Murlidhar Mohol visited the
Delhi airport to take stock of the
situation. “While the due security
checks & safety protocols are
being diligently followed, directed
the airport officials & the Air India
staff to arrange all the necessary
assistance as well as convenient
accommodation for the passen-
gers affected,” he said on X.

Likewise, two IndiGo flights —
one headed to Muscat (6E 1275)
and the other to Jeddah (6E 56) -
also received bomb threats before

ights, 1 Bengal train

they tookoff, leading authorities to
move the aircraft to isolation bays
for security checks.

The officer from Sahar police
station quoted above said: “The
threat claimed that time bombs
were placed in the Mumbai-Mus-
cat flight that would go off once
the aircraft landed.” A Mumbai
Police officer said the two planes
were checked thoroughly and
“nothing (suspicious) was found”.

Separately, a threat message to
blow up the Mumbai-Howrah
Mail train with a timer bomb was
received early on Monday, said
Swapnil Nila, chief public relations
officer of Central Railway. “The
train was stopped at Jalgaon sta-
tion for an inspection after the
control room received the threat
message around 4am. No suspi-
cious object was found init”

With agency inputs
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Bomb scare for 3 international
flights & a train from Mumbai

After hoax threats, two flights delayed, another diverted

SIDOHANT KONDUSKAR
& SUKALP SHARMA
MUMBAL MEW DELHL
DCTOBER 14

THREE INTERNATIONAL Mhights
e M Lirmbai — two operated by
IndiCioand one by Alr India — re
cenved bomb threats on bMonday,
causing delays and a diverson All
the three threats were found to
e hioay, & cording, (o sounces,

Aborb scare alsoaffected the
Murrbai-Howra b Aail rraen. That
threat, oo, was [ound to be fake
and the train wasallowed o oon-
Lirmse its journey

Air India Might Al 119 from
M urnixai o Mew York with 239
passengersand 19 crew wasdi
verted mid-air 1o Dethi early
Monday fallowing a bomb threat,
which was received via X. The
Fight has now been rescheduled
fior early Tuesd.ay from Dedhi

IndiGos Mumbai-Muscatand
Mumbai-jeddah fig hes, which
alsorecetved bomb threats, were
ddayed by several howrs die to
Lhe requisite secunty proiocol

“Flight Al 119 operating
Mumibai io JFE { Mesy York's John
FRennedyairport jon October 14
recerved a secunty alert and on
instruections of the gove mment's
security pepulalory comimittee
was diverted o Delhi,” an Air
Indiaspokesperson suid Monday
“We confinm that all 239 passen-
gers and 19 crew have disem
barked and are currently under-
poang secunty procedunes Cur
stallon grovnd are making sure
to minimise the incomvenience
caised toour guests by this un-
expected dismuption, Guests wall
be moved to hotelsonce security
protocols are completed. The
flight has been rescheculed tothe
momirg of October 15"

Airlindia's Bosing 777 aircraft

departed Mumbai for New York
ar 227 am and landed around
one-amd-a-hall hours lare.
Pasengersweie made b doplae
around 41 0arm, but were asked 10
leave their bagson board.

IndiGo's Mumbai-Muscat
Might scheduled o depan
Mumbal at 2 am eveniually took
ol a9, L2 arry, whide the Mum be-
Jedlelab Mgt wias delased by over
11 hixrs instead of its scheduled
departureat 205 am.

Regarding the fake bomb
threat to the Mumbai-Howrah
traim, Central Rakway spokesper-
son Swapnil Nila said: “The
Mumbai-Howrah Mail was de-
tained at Jakraonraibavay sta tion.ar
475 am.. As Jalgaon was the rain's
next scheduled siop, raibway au-
thoeities b led the train and con-
dhictnd a thorough warch for ex-
plosives Mosuspicious items we e
found, andthe inwas cleasd o
o e 1S oy
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For logistics along north, west borders, Army signs
l-yr deal for helicopters with civil aviation agencies

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, DCTOBER 14

IN A first-of - its-kind initative,
the Army hasentered inioa con

tract with cvil aviation service
providers to procure helicopter
support to meet the logistics
s for its winter cut-off posts
along the morthem and wesern

borders, defence sources said
Minday. The one-year contract
will ensure that 16 remote posts
in the Jammu region are s s-
tained throughout the year
while 28 posts im Kashmir and
Lactakh willl benefit [rom this
suppart for 150days next year
They said the initiative mark s
adecisive shift i how the | ndian
ACTITY M NEAINS IS critical posi-

tons in high-altitud e regons
dharing the harsh winter months.
Last waeel, The Indien Expres
had reported that the Ammy is
looking to hire helhoopters from
civil BEENCies WCarny euld range
of jobssuch aslogistics suppl ies,
camying troops to fonwand loca-
tions and casualty evac uation
aborg the northern borders.
These single-engine helicop

ters will operate in spedlic sec-
tors af Jammu and Kashmir and
Lad akh such as Drass, Kargil,
Batalik. Doda, Kishtwar and
Gurez. The helicopters will
mosthy be used during winter,
[rom November 1o April. “The
helicopters will fermy food, eel,
medical supplies and other es-
seritial items, ensunnghat these
high-altitude posimons remain
fully operational during winter.”

Thecontrac currently covers
the Morthern Command, but
plans are o epand the model io
other strategic regions such as

HimachalPradesh, Litarakhand
and the Mortheast, said sources,
According tosources, astand-
oult aspect of the confract is the
useof cvil sviation helicopters inr-
stead of the Indian Army's own
aviatmnor Air Force assats, i is
astrategic move bo preserve the
service life of melitary e lioopters
for miore eritical rodes in combat
OF e ETEENICY SCENNi0s, 3 SOUre
saicd By leveraging civil aviabon
for routine logistics tasks, the
Ay ensures that its combat avi-
atvon Best remains ready formoee
misson-crtical e rathons.
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SpiceJet hit with fresh case of
insolvency from aircraft lessor

petlucteiliioded
lrishria yadawi et com
MEW DELHI

udget carmer Spicedet s
B facing a new insolvency

case in the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT, fiked by atrcrafi lessor
Aviator ML 206841 Lid over
unpaid rental dues of arowmnd
158 crore.

The NCLT, which heard the
plea on Monday, refused 1o
issuea netice to Spicebel, citing
the absence of the arline’s
respanse o the demand notice
in the lessor's petition. The -
bumal gave the airine time to
subsmnit its reply to the demand
notice, with the next hearing
scheduled for [l November.

According to the lessor's
plea, the default arose: from a
lease sgreement dated 16 Jume
N7 for a Bocing 737 aircraft.
The petition stated that asof 209
June 2024 the ootstanding
amoaunt is nearly 573 million,
equivalent to 158 crore.

The bessor's counsel noted
that while Spicelet has
attempied to negotiate a setile
ment, no resohition has been
reached, prompting the insol

The case was filed owver unpaid
rental dues of £56 crore. vt

vency filing.

This case adds to a prowing
list of insolvency actions
against Spicelet for wnpaid
dues to various vendors and

aircrafl lesars. Todate, none of

these cases have resulted in
imscdvency proceedings.

Some have been dismissed,
while others withdrawn after
settlements, with several sall
pending final decisions,

The parties that have fiked
imsolvency casesapainst Spioe
Jet include Wilmingston Trust
SP Services (Dubling, Willis
Lease Finsmee, Celestial Avia-
tiom, Adrcastle, and Allerna Air-
crafi. Three entities—AWAS

G698 [reland, AWAS 366594
Ireland, and AWAS 366095
along with Shannon Engine
Support Limited, Engine Lease
Fimanee B.Y ., Rayvmach Tech
nodogies Pvt. Lid_ and softwarne
solutions stariup Techjockey
Infotech Pvi. Lid. have also
fibed cases.

The NCLT rejocted the pleas
of Willis Lease Finance and
Wilmington Trust 5P, while
Spicetet settled with Celestial
Aviation, Alterna Aircraft, and
Hayvmach  Technologies.
Engrine Lesse Finanoe BV has
alsosettbed its case. All ofthese
parties have either withdrawn
their cases against the airline or
arein the provess of doing so.

The pleas from Aircastle,
AWAS 3660 Ireland, AWAS
36694 Ireland, and AWAS
36695 remain pending, as do
those from Shannon Engine
Support Limited and Tech

Jockey Infotech Pyt Lid.

Wikmington Trst and Wills
Lease Finance have
approached the National Com
peary Lanw Appellate Tribamal to
challengse the NCLT sdpanizal
of their insolvency pleas.

Nead an extended version of
theis storyat livermint.omm.
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SpiceJet hit with fresh case of
insolvency from aircraft lessor

e
krighias yad s et com
NEW DELHI

udget carmier Spicelet s
B facing a new insolvency

case in the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLTY, fibed by aircrafi lessor
Aviaior ML 20641 Lid over
unpaid rental dues of arowmnd
158 crore.

The NCLT, which heand the
plea on Monday, refused (o
psuea nedice toSpioedet, citing
the absence of the airkine’s
response b the demand notioe
inthe lessor's petition. The -
bl gave the airine time 1o
subsmnid its reply to the demand
notice, with the next hearing
schieduled for 1l Novemher.

According to the lessor's
ples, the defiult srose from a
lease sgreement dated 16dumne
NNT for a Bocing 737 aircrai.
The petition stated that asof 209
June 2024 the outstanding
amcunt is nearly 573 million,
eouivalent 1o 1538 crore.

The lessor's counsel noted
that while Spicelet has
attempted to negoliate a settle
mient, no resolution has been
reached, prompting the: insol

The case was filed owver unpaid
rental dwes of £58 crore. . vt

vency filing.

This case adds Lo a prowing
list of insolvency actions
against Spicedet for unpaid
dues to various vendors and

aireraft lesors. Todate, none of

these cases have resulted in
inscdvency proceedings.

Some have been dismissed,
while others withdrawn afier
settlements, with several still
pending final decisions,

The parties that have filed
insolvency cases against Spice
Jet include Wilmington Trust
SP Semvices (Dublind, Willis
Lease Finanoe, Celestial Avia
tion, Arrcastle, and Allerna Air
craft. Throe entitics—AWAS

G698 Ireland, AWAS 36694
Ireland, and AWAS 36695
alongr with Shannon Engine
Support Limibed, Engine Lewse
Fimenee B.Y ., Hayvmach Tech
nodogies Pt Lid_, and software
solutions startup Techjockey
Infotech Pvi. Lid. have also
fibeud cases.

The NCLT rejecied the pleas
of Willis Lease Finance and
Wilmingion Trst SF, while
Spicelet settled with Celestial
Aviation, Alterna Aircraft, and
Ravmach  Technologies.
Engine Lease Finance BV s
absosetibed its case. All of these
partiws have either withdrawn
theircases sgrainst the airline or
arein the process of dodmz so.

The pleas from Aircastle,
AWAS 36608 Ireland, AWAS
36694 lreland, and AWAS
36695 remain pending, as do
those from Shannon Engine
Support Limited and Tech
Jockey Infotech Pyt Lid.

Wibmington Truast and Willis
Lease  Finance have
approached the Natbonal Com
ey Law Appedlate Tribaamal to
challongne the NCLT sdbanissal
of their insolvency pleas.

Read an extended version of

thiw storyat lvemint.com.
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Air India Mumbai-New
York flight diverted to
Delhi after bomb threat

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI/MUMBAIL
Three international flights orig-
inating from Mumbai recetved
bomb threats on Monday.
While a New York-bound Air
India flight was diverted o
New Delhi and rescheduled,
the other two, both operated
by IndiGo, were delayed by sev-
eral hours.

Nothing suspicious was
found on any of the planes,
police officials said.

“Flight AT 119 operating
from Mumbai to JFK on Octo-
ber 14 received a specific secu-
rity alert and on instructions
of the government’s security
regulatory committes, (it) was
diverted to Delhi,” Air India
said in a statermnent.

“Staff on ground are work-
ing to minimise the inconve-
nience caused (o our guests by
this unexpected disruption.”
it said.

All 258 people onboard the
aireralt were disembarked and
made to go through security
procedures, it said.

Nothing suspicious found

There were 239 passengers
and 19 crew membef:hunhid
the plane.

The flight has been resched-
uled and will now depart for
New York from Delhi on Tues-
day morning, the airline said.

“The aircraft was thor-
oughly checked at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport,
and all standard 531::[1';' proto-
cols were diligently followed to
ensure the safety of the passen-
gers and the erew on boand.” a
sentor police officer said, add-
ing that nothing suspicious was
found during checking.

The bomb threat was
received through a post on the
microblogging platiorm X and
the handle is being verified, the
officer said.

Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol vis-
ited the Delhi airport 1o take
stock of the situation.

“Upon landing in Delhi a
while ago, took stock of the sit-
uation at Delhi airport regard-
ing the diversion & emergency
landing of flight A1 119, carry-
ing 239 passengers.
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Bomb scare for 3 int’l flights from
Mumbai turns out to be a hoax

Air India flight, 2

IndiGo aircrafts receive bomb threat

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI: Security agencies
went into a tizzy after three
international flights originating
fram Mumbai received bomb
threats on Monday with one
of them, a Mew York-bound
Air India aircraft, gettin
diverted to Mew Delhi as trave
plans of some 500 passengers
went for a toss.

However, nothing suspi-
cions was found on any of
planes after a thorough check
by security agencies, police offi-
cials said. Apart from the Air
India flight, two IndiGo air-
crafts — one bound o Muscat
(Oman) and another to Jeddah
{Saudi Arabia) - also received
bomb threats, as per officials.

The IndiGo flights received
the threats before they took off
and the planes were moved
to isolation bays for security
checks on Monday morning,
the aidine said without elah-
orating. The Air India air-
craft had 239 passengers and
19 crew members on board,
while the two IndiGo flights
had around 260 passengers,
according to sources. While the
IndiCio's Muscat flight departed
fior its destination after a delay
of nearly 7 hours at around
9.15 am after receiving security

11! New York-bownd Al light was diverted ta Delhi  MORIPRESENTATIONL

clearance, the Jeddah-bound
aircraft took off at 13.14 pm,
11 hours behind its scheduled
departure time of 2.05 am, as
per the live flight tracking web-
site Flightradar com.

However, the Air India
tlight has been rescheduled and
will now depart for Mew York
from Dielhi on Tuesday morn-
ing, as per the airline.

An Air India statement
said: “Flight A1119 operating
Mumbai to JFK (New York) on
Ohctober 14 received a specific
security abert and on instroc-
tions of the government's secu-
rity regulatory committee it
was diverted to Delhi”

“The aircraft was thor-
oughly chedeed at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport,
and all standard safety proto-
cols were diligently followed to

ensure the safety of the passen-
gers and the crew on board,” a
senior Diethi police officer said,
a-d:h mothing suspicious was
during checking,

TJ'H: bomb threat was
received throagh a post on X
and the handle is being veri-
fied, the officer said.

The IndiGos Mumbai-
Muscat and Mumbai-Jeddah
flights also received bomb
threats, a Mumbai police offi-
cial confirmed, bat said “noth-
n{gms found {after inspection

the aircraft and passengers
and ge scanning).”

“IndiCeo f['lEhl &E 1275
operating from Mumbai to
Muscat had received a bomb
threat. As per protocols, the
aircraft was taken to an isolated
bay,” the Gurugram-headquar-
tered budget airline stated.
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Mumbai-NY flight diverted to Delhi
after bomb threat, nothing found

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE fMew Dol

A Mumbai-New York AirIndia
flight was diverted to Delhisar
Iy morning on Monday due to a
bomb threat, according to offi-
cials. The aireraft was carry-
Ing 239 passengers.

“Flight Al 119 aperating from
Mumbai to JFK on October 14
recelved a specific security
alert and on instructions of the
government's security reguln-
tory committee, (it) was divert-
ed to Delhi,” Air Indiasaidina
statement.

“Stafl on ground are work-
ing to minimise the inconven
ience caused o our guests by
this unexpected disruption,” it
said. A thorough inspection
was conducted by security of-

ficinls and no suspicious item
was found inside the aireraflt,
the police said.

All 258 people, ncluding 19
crew members, were disem-
barked from the aircraft and
shified tohotels after the secu-
rity protocols were com pleted .

The flight has now been re-
scheduled and will depart for
New York from Delhion Tues-
day morning, the airdine said,

“The aircrall was thorough-
Iy checked at the [ndira Gan-
dhi International Airport, and
all standard safety protocols
were d ilgently followed to en-
sure the safety of the passen-
gers and the crew on board.”
the news agency PTI quoted a
senior police officer as saying.

The bomb threat was re-

ceived through a post on X and
the handle is being verified.
the officer sald.

Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol vis-
ited the Delhi alrport to take
stock of the situation

“Upon landing in Delhi a
while ago, took stock of the
situntion at Delhi airport re-
garding the diversion & emer-
geney landing of flight AT 119,
cRrTYing 230 passengers,

“While the due security
checks & safety protocols are
being diligently followed,
directed the alrport officlals &
the Air India stafl to arrange
all the necessary assistance
as well as convenlent accom-
maodation for the passengers
affected,” he said in a post
on X at 1 pm.

Begides the Air India Night,
two IndiGo Qights rom Mom-
hal received bomb threats on
Monday, One plane was bound
for Muscat in Oman and the
other for Jeddah in Saudi
Arabia. The IndiGo Dights re
celved the threats before they
took off and the planes
concerned were moved to isols:
tion hayvs.
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Manic Monday for Air India

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

In a warrying trend, five
hoax bomb threat messages
to three international flights,
a mail train and a university.
made it & manic Monday for
security  agencies. Three
separate international flights
with 600 passengers on board

departing  from  Mumbai
received bomb threat
messages early this morning
Besides. Gujarat  based

Mational Law University and
Mumbai- Howrah mail train
number 12809 also received
bomb threat messages, which
proved to be hoaxes.

Since any threat is taken
seriously, one flight Air India
Mumbai-New  York was
diverted to Indira Gandhi
international airport at New
Dedhi and two others delayed
for being checked thoroughly
before being  allowed to
proceed for their destinations.
According to the Bureau of
Civil Aviation {BCAS), the
affected flights were Al 119,
that was the Mumbai-New
York Air India flight that
diverted to IGI dirport,
IndiCio Mumbai-Muscat 6E
1275 and Mumbai-Jeddah

6E56. Hoax messages severely
cripple flight schedules.
On getting a threat like this
airports/aircraft, passengers
I:u%gagr: has 1o be
thoroughly checked. Getti
the all dear nod takes seve
hours and by then sometimes
the maximum time for which
crew can operate is about to
lapse.
“Flight Al 119 operating from
Mumbai to [FK on October 14
received a specific security
alert and on instructions aof
the governments security
regulatory committes, (it) was
diverted to Delhi” Air India
said in a statement”Staff on
ground are  working  to
minimise the incomvenience
caused to pur guests by this
unexpected disruption, it said.
All 258 people onboard the
aircraft have disembarked
and are currently undergoing
security procedures. Once the
security  protocols  are
completed, the passengers
will be moved to hotels, it

added. There  were 239
passengers and 19 crew
members  onboard  the

plane. The flight has heen
rescheduled and will now
depart for New York from

Delhi on Toesday morning,
the airline said.
“The aircraft was thorooghly
checked at the Indira Gandhi
Interpational Airport, and all
standard safety protocols
were diligently followed to
ensure the safety of the
assengers and the crew on
odard,” a senior palice officer
said, adding t£:1t nothing
suspicious was found during
checking.
The Boeing 777 aircraft - V-
AER - departed Mumbai at
2:27 am, nearly 50 minutes
behind its scheduled
departure of 1:40 am. and
landed around one-and-a-
half howrs later, according to
flight tracking  service
Flightradar?4 ~ Passengers
were made to deplane the
aircraft at around 4:10 am, but
were asked to leave their bags
on board.
The bomb threat was received
thmuih g post on the
microblogging platform X
and the %ﬁ:md!c is bein
verified, the officer sai
Minister of State for Ciwvil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol
visited the Delhi airport to
take stock of the situation.
Continoed on page 4

Manic Monday for Air India

From page 3

“Upon landing in Delhi a
while ago, took stock of the
situation at Delhi airport
regarding the diversion &
emergency landing of fight
Al 119, carryin 2319
passengers. “While the doe
security checks & safety
protocols are bein
diligently followed, direct
the pirport officials & the
Alr India staff to arrange all
the necessary assistance as
well as convenient
accommodation  for  the
passengers affected,” he said
ina poston X at 1 pm.

part from the Air India
flight, two IndiGo flights

ariginating from Muombai
received bomb threats on
Monday. One IndiGo fight
was headed to Muscat and
the other to Jeddah. The
IndiGo Hights received the
threats before they took off
and the planes concerned
were moved to isolation bays
for security checks.

“IndiGo ﬂigl‘l.t 6E 1275
operating from Mumbai to
Muscat had received a bomb
threat. As per protocol, the
aircraft was taken to an
isolated bay, and following
the standard operating
procedure, mandatory
seCurity checks Were
promptly  initiated” the
airlines said in a

statement.Customers were
provided with assistance and
refreshments, and we
sincerely regret the
inconvenience coused,” it
added.

“IndiGo flight 6E 1275
operating from Mumbai to
Muscat had received a bomb
threat. As per protocol, the
aircraft was taken to an
isolated bay, and following
the standard operating
procedure, mandatory
security checks WeTE
promptly initiated,” the
Gurugram-headgquartered
budget airline said in a
statement.

On  the Muombai-Jeddah
flight, it said, “The flight

had received a bomb threat.
As  per protocol, the
aircraft was taken to an
isolated bay, and following
the standard operating
procedures, mandatory
security  checks  were
promptly initiated.”
IndiGo, however, did no
share other specific details
such as the number of
persons on board or the
status of the two flights.

According to the live Hight
tracking website
Flightradar24.Com, the
Muscat flight, which was to
depart at 2 am on Monday,
took off for its destination at
9.15 am, after a delay of
more than 7 hours, while

flight &E-57 {Mumbai-
Jeddah) was scheduled to
depart at 2.05 am and was
showing an  estimated
departure at 1215 pm.

Mot just planes, 4 train, the
Mumbai-Howrah Mail
(train mo 12809, superfast
train from Mumbai's
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Terminus [CMST) o
Kolkatas HWH) received a
threat to blow up the train
with a timer bomb. No
suspicious  objects  were
found during the checking
After this, the train
continued its journey to its
destination, CPRO, Central
Central Railway's Chief
Public Relations Oificer

said.

Earlier on October 5, Devi
Ahilya Bai Holkar
International Airport
located im Maahya
Pradesh’s Indore received a
bomb threat email

fellowing which the paolice
registered an FIR. The mail
sender also threatened to
blow up other airports in
the country. Similarly,
Vadodara Airport received
a bomb threat wia email,
which prometed a thorough
search on October 5
Meanwhile, security has
been tightened followin
the received threat an
authorities are corrently
investigating the matter.+
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Average air fares drop 20-
25 per cent around Diwali

PTI W NEW DELHI

A ir passengers might have
a reason to smile this

Diwali season as average
airfares on many domestic
routes have dropped 20-25
per cent compared to the
year-ago period, according to
an analysis.

Increased capacity and the
recent fall in oil prices are
considered to be among the
factors for the fall in air ticket
prices.

The analysis by travel portal
ixigo showed that average
airfare on the domestic routes
has declined in the range of
20-25 per cent.

The prices are for one-way
average fare on a 30 days APD
(advanced purchase date)
basis.

For 2023, the time period
considered is November 10-
16 while it is October 28-
November 3 for this year. This
is the time around Diwali.
The maximum decline of
average airfare is 38 per cent
for a Bengaluru-Kolkata flight
to Rs 6,319 this year from Rs
10,195 last year, as per the
analysis.

The ticket price on Chennai-
Kolkata route has fallen 36
per cent to Rs 5,604 from Rs
8,725,

The average airfare for
Mumbai-Delhi flight has
dropped 34 per cent to Rs

5,762 from Rs 8,788.
Similarly, there is a 34 per
cent decrease in ticket prices
on Delhi-Udaipur route to Rs
7,469 from Rs 11,296,

The decline is 32 per cent on
Delhi-Kolkata, Hyderabad-
Delhi, and Delhi-Srinagar
routes.

"Last year, airfares around
Diwali had surged due to
limited capacity, primarily
driven by the suspension of
Go First airline. However, this
year we've seen some relief as

has been
en, leading to a
20-25 per cent YoY (year-on-
year) dip in average airfares

additional capaci
added since

across key routes for the last
week ny Qctober,” ixigo
Group CEO Aloke Bajpai told
PTL

According to him, the decline
in oil prices, down 15 per cent
this wvear, may have also
contributed to this downward
trend, offering travellers more
affordable options during the

festive season,

Currently, oil prices are
slightly on the upward
trajectory  amid  rising

geopolitical tensions.
Meanwhile, there has been a
hike in airfares of up to 34 per
cent on certain routes.
While the ticket price has
jumped 34 per cent on
Ahmedabad-Delhi route to
Rs 8,758 from Rs 6,533, the
rise is 33 per cent on
Mumbai-Dehradun route to
Rs 15,527 from Rs 11,710, the
analysis showed.
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3 Bomb Hoax Threats
Spell Chaos For Flyers

Al's Mumbai-NY Flight Among Those Affected

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Bomb threats ma-
de it Manic Monday for three
international flights and close
to 600 passengers onboard
them. One flight — Air India’s
Mumbai-New York
verted to Delhi and two others
were delayed for thorough
checks before being allowed to
proceed to their destinations.
Aviation security officials
confirmed later that the threat
messages proved to be hoaxes.

The Air India flight recei-

ved a bomb threat on social me-
dia platform X. Usha Rangna-
ni, DCP (IGI), said the aircraft
carrying 239 passengers made
an emergency landing at Indi-
ra Gandhi International Air-
port in Delhi. "A thorough in-
spection following standard se-
curity protocols was conduc-
ted. No suspicious items were
detected,” Rangnani said.

Airport sources said that
soon after the threat wasrecei-
ved, a bomb threat assessment
committee was convened.
An airport official said, “After
it landed around 3.40am on
Monday, the Air India flight
was immediately diverted
to an isolation bay for a thoro-
ugh check.”

Two IndiGo flights, 6KE1275
and 6E56, bound, respectively,
for Muscat and Jeddah, also un-
derwent security inspectionsat
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport in Mum-
bai after receiving bomb thre-
ats. A CISF official said the
threaton X wastermed asspeci-
fic as it claimed the flights wo-
uld be hijacked mid-air or were
carryving a bomb that would go
off in the sky “However
nothing suspicious was disco-
vered during the inspection,”
said an official.

An Air India spokesperson
said, “Flight AI119 operating
from Mumbai to JFK on Oct 14
received a specific security
alert and, on instructions of

was di-

TURBULENCE ON GROUND

Bloomberg/Photo for representation

the govt'ssecurity regulatory
committee, was diverted to
Delhi. We confirm that all 239
passengers and 19 crew
disembarked and are cur-
rently undergoing security
procedures.”

The spokesperson added,
“QOur staff on the ground are
making sure to minimise the
inconvenience caused to our
guests by thisunexpected dis-
ruption. Guests will be mo-
ved to hotels once security
protocols are completed. The
flight has beenrescheduled to
the morningof Oct15.”

An airport official said
another aircraft, AI1119, will
depart for New York on Tues-
day at 5am with the passeng-
ers of AI119. Murlidhar Mo-
hol, Union minister of state
forcivilaviation and coopera-
tion, who landed at IGI hours
after the incident, reviewed
the situation. “While the due
security checks and safety
protocols are being diligently
followed, directed the airport
officials & the Air India staff
to arrange all the necessary
assistance as well as conveni-
ent accommodation for the
passengers affected,” Mohol
posted on X.

Hoax messages severely
cripple flight schedules. On
getting a threat like this, air-

ports/aircraft, passengers
and baggage have to be check-
ed thoroughly. Getting the all-
clear nod takes several hours
and sometimes by then the
maximum time for which a
crew can operate lapses, lea-
ving the airlines to arrange
for additional crew.

Given theincreasing frequ-
ency of such calls, the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security had
proposed on June 18 that anyo-
ne indulging in hoax threats
against flights, airports or an
aviation-sector related facility
should be put on the no-fly list
for five years across airlines.
That day, BCAS director gene-
ral Zulfiquar Hasan had anno-
unced, “Six people have alrea-
dy been arrested so far for issu-
ing hoax threats.”

Meanwhile, another Air
India flight on its way to Kol-
kata was forced to return
mid-air on Monday soon after
taking oftf from Delhi with
the airline saying the reason
was a technical issue. “The
aircraft landed safely for pre-
cautionary checks,” said an
Air India spokesperson. Al-
ternativearrangements were
made to fly the passengers to
Kolkata alongside full refund
on cancellation and compli-
mentary rescheduling to
another date.



AIRPORIS AUT Hﬂlf-?i I"“i’ . iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DELHI

15 OCTOBER 2024

Tatas Plan to Beef Up Al Express
with Air India and Vistara Planes

Look to transfer planes with all-economy seating configuration

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Tata Groupisplanningto
expand the aircraft fleet of its budget
carrier, Air India Express, with all-
economy configuration planes from
its full-service airlines, Air India and
Vistara, as part of astrategy to better
compete with market leader Indigo.

People aware of the plan said planes
from Air India and Vistara with all-
economy seating configuration will
be transferred to Air India Express.

The first phase will see the transfer
of 17 Airbus A320 Neo aircraft from
Air India to Air India Express, while
10 of Vistara’'s all-economy A320 Neo
aircraft will join theairline after Vis-
tara’smerger with Air India is comp-
leted, they said, adding that the
transfer will be completed by the
middle of 2025.

Spokespersons for Air India and
Air India Express did not respond to
ET's request for comment.

The salt-to-tech conglomerate is
restructuring its aviation business
which will see 1t merging four airli-
nes into two--Air India and Air India
Express--to compete in the premium
and no-frills segments, respectively.

“The group intends to be very clear
in terms of positioning of brands.

Hoax Bomb Calls
Delay Flights, Trains

New Delhi: AirIndia’s Mumbai-
New York flight was diverted to
Delhi and two international
flights of IndiGo were delayed at

the Mumbai airport after recei-

ving bomb threats on Monday.
The threats, after investigation,
turned out to be hoax.

Indian Railways officials repor-
ted thata hoax bombthreat targe-
ting Mumbai-Howrah Mail was
received by its control room. Asa
precaution, thetrain wasstopped
at Jalgaon station for a thorough
inspection. - Our Bureau

These aircraftare in all-economy sea-
ting and fit better in Air India Ex-
press, which will be the brand in the
no-frills segment,” a person involved
in the process said.

Air India Express, he said, will be
adding 17 planes from Air India and
another 15 Boeing 737 Max planes
from its own order by the middle of
next year, giving capacity expan-
sion a boost.

Over the last 10 months, the airline

has added 26 new Boeing 737-8 air-

crafttoitsfleet.

According to data from global tra-
vel data provider OAG, India has the
highest share of low-cost carriers
(LCCs) in terms of overall airline se-
ats, accounting for 71% of thecapaci-
ty deployed.

Earlier this month, Air India Ex-
press got the final nod from Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)tomerge with itself the busi-
ness of erstwhile AirAsia India, be-
coming a single entity.

"We will ride upon our huge fleet
and network expansion, in the do-
mestic India market and short-haul
international region--unlocking sy-
nergies with the merger of the two
entities, and network integration
with AirIndia,” the person cited ear-
liersaid.
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2mn travel to US & UK from
Hyd, but few direct flights

Need More Flights ' gyp's ATR TRAVEL JOURNAL

To Overseas From
RGIA: Passengers

Sunny.Baski@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Despite nearly
two million passengers travel-
ling from Hyderabad to over-
seas destinations in 2023.24,
the city has only a handiul of
international fights depar-
ting from the Rajiv Gandhi In-
ternational Airport (RGIA),
according to data collected by
the airport authorities.

Infact, RGIA currently has
nodirect flights to key destina-
tions such as the US, African
countries, Australia, Vietnam
and Indonesia.

Incidentally, more than a
million people travelled to
American cities such as Dal-
las, Washington DC, New
York, Chicago, San Francisco,
Atlanta and Houston last fi-
nancial vear,

Telugus sign petition for
Hyd-Dallas ivi

Such is the demand for di-
rect flights to the US that a few
months ago, as many as 5,500
Telugus signed a petition ur-
ging Air India to start a servi-
ce between Hyvderabad and
Dallas, the US city with one of
the largest populations of
NRIs from Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh,

Even the UK, another po-
pular destination, where near-
Iy 5 lakh passengers travelled
from Hyderabad in the last fi-
nancial year, has only one di-
rect flight.,

In contrast, cities such as
Delhi, Mumbai and Bengalu-
ru have at least three daily
Mights to the UK.

“Hyderabad airport boasts
a large student population tra-
velling. There is also robust
demand for leisure, education
and business travel. Hydera-

® RGIA has no
direct flights

to US, African
countries,
Australia, Vietnam
and Indonesia

e Delhi, Mumbai [
and Bengaluru

have at least three
daily flights to UK

Destination Traffic

Europe 4.9 lakh

us 10.2 lakh
| Australia 1.3 lakh

Indonesia 67,185

Africa 1.08 lakh
| Vietnam 17,938

® Several airlines stopped
direct flights from Hyderabad to
Vietnam & Maldives due to low

passenger numbers, said travel

agents

@ Airfines need to conduct
market research in Hyderabad
to assess demand for
international air travel, said
agents

bad ranks third after Delhi
and Mumbai in the number of
passengers flying to US witho-
ut a direct Might, with similar
trends for Europe and Austra-
lia,” said an RGIA official.

Travel agents urged the
state gavt to take up matter
with ministry of civil aviation
and international airlines.

“Several airlines have
stopped direct lights from Hy-
derabad to Vietnam and the
Maldives, citing low passeng-
er numbers. Before the pande-
mic, there was a direct flight
between Hyderabad and Chi-
cagotwiceaweek, but that ser-
vice has also been discontinu-
ed,” said Abdul Majeed Fahe-
em, chairman of the Travel
Agents Federation (Hydera-
bad). “For along time, Turkish
Airlines has been expressing
interest in establishing a di-
rect route between Istanbul
and Hyderabad, but it has yet
tomaterialise.”

Calling for more focus on
Hyderabad, another travel
agent, Moez Meghani, said air-
lines need to conduct thoro-

ugh market research in Hyde-
rabad to assess the demand for
international air travel and,
based on their findings, intro-
duce direct flights on routes
that need such services.

Airfines focus on Mum, Del &
B'luru for direct flights to US

“At present, airlines are
prioritising cities like Mum-
bai, Delhi, Chennai and Beng-
aluru for direct flights to the
US, UK and Australia, As for
Hyderabad, the focus of direct
flights ison the Middle East re-
gion,” he added, suggesting
that this base be expanded.

This lack of direct flights
has forced passengers to rely
on flights with layovers in
Mumbai, Delhi, Dubai, Lon-
don and Singapore. *Direct
flights to Dallas would cut tra-
vel time by six to eight hours,
We urge the airlines, especial-
Iy Air India, to provide direct
flights between Hyderabad
and various destinations in
the US," said B Srinivas, a fre-
quent flier whose son lives in
the American city.
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